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Tue Sanirary Commission Buuuerin is published on the first and fifteenth of every month, and as 
it has a circulation, gratuitous or other, of above 14,000 copies, it offers an unusually valuable medium for 
advertising. 

All communications must be addressed to the Editor, at the office, 1307 Chestnut street, Philadelphia, and 
must be authenticated by the names and addresses of the writers. 

As the continuance of the publication of the BULLETIN is uncertain, depending on that of the war, and on 
the resources of the U.S. Sanitary. Commission—the Standing Committee feels a certain degree of reluctance 
to solicit subscriptions for it—and thereby to pledge the Commission to its issue for a definite period. 

The Committee understand, however, that some of their friends to whom it is now sent gratuitously, ex- 
press a wish to pay for it, and they therefore give notice that the sum of two dollars, remitted to the 
Treasurer, (G. T. Strong, 68 Wall street, New York, or No 1307 Chestnut street, Philadelphia,) will 
secure its being sent to such contributor during the remainder of the current year, unless its publication be 


sooner discontinued. 





CORRECTION. 

In the report of County Council for West 
Chester and Putnam counties, N. Y., which 
appeared in the last number of BULLETIN, the 
following names of delegates were omitted. 
We take pleasure in completing the report 
by cates them here. rag a 

Delegation from Dobbs Ferry, Mrs. Ack- 
erman, Miss Hotchkiss, Miss Lent. 

Delegation from Somers, Miss Brown. 


LETTER FROM VERMONT. 

The following letter is so full of patriot- 
ism, that we must take the liberty of print- 
ing it for the encouragement of others. Let 
all read it. 

Victory, Vt., Oct. 1864. 

‘Drar Simm :—Enclosed please find one 
dollar as partial remuneration for your very 
interesting and useful work, which we have 
received nearly a year. It has been an effici- 
ent stimulus to keep up a lively interest in 
the hearts of the few, in this place, who are 
striving to aid a little in rendering relief to 
our suifering soldiers. This section of the 
country is very thinly settled, no villages 
or towns, and the people generally poor. At 
the commencement of the war some three 
Vou. I. No. 25 49 


or four ladies, most of them in indigent 
circumstances, made an effort to form a 
society for the relief of our sick and wound- 
ed soldiers. Being unable to obtain any 
assistance from other parts of the town, they 
felt obliged to abandon the project. But 
their patriotism could not long be restrain- 
ed, and they resolved to do what little they 
could. They were at length joined by othexs 
and a few dollars were contributed. By untir- 
ing effort they have succeded in filling four 
boxes. Our offerings are few and meagre 
compared with those other societies, but we 
hope they may be of some use where so much 
isneeded. The zeal that for a time moved 
others to activity seems to have died away, 
and the few are again left to labor alone. 
Though they can do but little, I trust their 
efforts will not cease while this dreadful 
war continues. 

This is simply to let you know that your 
papers are received and appreciated, for 
which receive our warmest thanks. 

Very truly yours, 
Mrs. C. W. KNEELAND. 


THREE MONTHS CAMPAIGN IN THE SERVICE 
OF THE U. S. SANITARY COMMISSION. 


As humanity is pretty much the same* 
everywhere, and as 1 am human, | am cer- 
tain that any facts or incidents which came 
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/ 
under my observation, and that interested 


me during my days of service in the Sani- 
tary Commission, is likely to interest those 
of your readers whose hearts, and hands, 
and pockets are consecrated to the same 
noble and christian enterprise. I will oc- 
casionally occupy a small space in your 
columns, and endeavour -to present such 
features of this work, which, though often 
treated upon, will still bear reiteration. 


SUPPLIES. 


I recollect well that my first wonder on 
getting an inside view of the workings of 
the Sanitary Commission, was at the im- 
mense amount of supplies required to meet 
the demands of each recurring day. I had 
frequently read in the newspapers manifests 
of the cargoes of propellers, and steamers, 
and barges employed by the Sanitary Com- 
mission to convey supplies to the water base 
of the Army of the Potomac, and had been 
both astonished and gratified; but figures 
on paper convey only a very remote approx- 
imation to the realization of the fact stated. 

The first steamboat of the U. 8. Sanitary 
Commission I was ever upon, was the Mary 
¥. Rapley, and she was filled from stem to 
_ stern with sanitary stores, not a square foot 
of available space but had its load. When 
she left Washington, her manifest, contain- 
ing a long list of articles, was published in 
the papers of that city; and toa person un- 
initiated, it seemed so long and so varied a 
list that he would think there was enough 
to supply the sick and wounded of a whole 
campaign. 
Royal exhausted the entire stock. And 
here let it be understood that these stores 
were not given out with a prodigal hand, 
for had they been, the stores on the “ Ken- 
nedy” and ‘“‘ Hoboken,” two Sanitary Com- 
mission barges, would also have been well 
nigh exhausted. No! but rather they were 
distributed in a manner which, if not parsi- 
monious, was very economical. LHvery re- 
quisition for stores was duly examined, and 
all the particulars under which the requi- 
sition was framed were ascertained, and the 
articles granted with a due regard to the 
wants of the case and the condition of our 
supplies. In this connection it may not be 
improper to state that Mr. John A. Ander- 
son, in charge of the Rapley, on arriving at 
Belle Plain on Monday evening, May 23, 
1864, found our forces evacuating that 

lace ; and having learned the whereabouts 
of the next military base, he immediately 


And yet two days’ work at Port 
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headed his vessel for the place, which was 
Port Royal, on the Rappahannock. At that 
place our steamer arrived with its valuable 
supplies and large corps of nurses. With the 
exception of two gunboats ours was the third 
vessel there. Immediately after arrival the 
relief corps went ashore, pitched tents, built 
fires, and began at once to succor the 
wounded ; seven hundred of whom had just 
arrived. The good work was prosecuted 
until every soldier who could, had taken‘re- — 
freshments; it was 3 A. M.~of the 26th 
before the corps had finished their work. 

I conclude this paper with the statement, 
that if the United States Sanitary Com- 
mission had never performed a good deed 
other than what it accomplished at Port 
Royal, its mission would have been a noble 
one. Lor twenty-four hours at that point 
there were no supplies for the sick and 
wounded other than those furnished by this 
Commission, and to get to that place the 
poor sufferers had ridden in springless army 
wagons, on corduroy roads, for thirty miles, 
without food; and had been three days in 
transit. At the expiration of twenty-four 
hours, government supplies were’on hand in 
abundance, and were used in common with 
our own by our relief agents. During our 
stay at Port Royal the United States Sant- 
tary Commission was the only benevolent 
association represented there. J.J. B. 


LETTER FROM CITY POINT, REV. A. CATHER. 


I wish to record my gratitude to God for 
the privilege of taking a trip to the region 
occupied by the armies operating against 
Richmond, and of seeing the great field of 
usefulness there opened up to a benevolent 
public. Please allow me to give a brief 
account of my visit, with familiarity, and of 
my impressions with freedom. ' 

I noticed before reaching City Point that 
the name of the Sanitary Commission com- 
mands great respect among Government 
officials. My first evening spent at City 
Point impressed me with the magnitude of 
the work of the Commission from that 
stand-point as a base of supplies, and I 
began to feel impressed that there were in- 
fluences at work for our brave soldiers of 
which I had never dreamed. The next day 
after reaching the Point, Dr. McDonald re- 
commended me to go to the corps hospitals 
and see the working of the Auxiliary Relief 
Corps, under the superintendency of Mr. 
Fay. Thus each hour of that new day new 
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wonders opened to my view, and at its close 
I felt thankful to acknowledge it as one of 
the happiest days of my life. As I went 
from ward to ward through the hospitals 
with the agents, and saw the pleasure it 
afforded sick and wounded heroes to see us 
pass among them, I felt that each agent 
occupies an envious position among his fel- 
low-men. Several incidents illustrate. 


AN INDIAN SHARPSHOOTER. 


Joy thrilled my heart as I bathed the broad 
breast of an Indian sharpshooter from Mich- 
igan, as I saw the expression of relief and 
gratitude that played upon his countenance, 
though he could scarcely speak a word of 
English. O how small a compensation is 
the utmost kindness to that son of the 
forest, be he sick or well, who goes forth 
to fight the battles of liberty. 


AN IRISHMAN. 


An Irishman, who seemed very much re- 
vived and refreshed by a little cologne poured 
upon his handkerchief, exclaimed, ‘* O glory 
be toGod.” ‘Thanks be to the Son of God.” 
It seemed to him a sort of climax of the 
kindness of the Sanitary Commission. 


A GERMAN AND OTHERS. ‘ 


A German, to whom the same little atten- 
tion was paid, said, with great zest, ‘‘ Dis like 
de faderland.’ Another man who was ex- 
pressing earnest gratitude for some attention 


paid to him, was exhorted to render thanks ' 


to God, as the thanks did not belong to us, 
said: “Yes, all good gifts come from God,” 
and seemed happy in the remembrance. 
One young man said, “Oh, if my mother 
could only do this for me,” and we replied, 
we wish it could be so, but as it cannot, the 
Sanitary Commission was aiming to make 
up for the absence from home and friends. 
Again and again we heard the invitation, 
when leaving, the wards “Come again,” 
“come soon again,” &c. 

The next morn Dr. McD. rode up in 


haste, saying to Mr. Fay that there had 


been a battle on the right, and that there 
were a large number of wounded at Deep 
Bottom without. sufficient supplies’ and 
requesting him to be ready as soon as 
possible with as many agents as he could 
spare. The tug was soon at the wharf, 
and in a few minutes afterwards we were 
under way. ‘The tug itself seemed al- 
most under the inspiration of the hour, 
as she compelled the waters that a short 
time before swept by the rebellious city to 
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bear devoted hearts and full supplies for 
our wounded brave. The scene that pre- 
sented itself to us when we reached 


‘ DEEP BOTTOM. 


beggars description. ‘ The garments rolled 
in blood,” “the groans and dying strife,”’ 
filled the heart with horror for the mo- 
ment. Three sets of shelter-tents were 
filled with double rows of wounded white 
and black men, who laid indiscriminately 
side*by side. Together they fought and 
fell, and were laid side by side to receive 
equal attention from surgeon and nurse and 
agent of Commission. .At once the agents 
went to work dressing wounds and distribut- 
ing delicacies of food and drink, brought 
by the tug, as far as possible, according to 
the wants of each suffering man. ‘The 
scenes presented at those amputating tables 
and tents,.through those weary days and 
nights of guffering and storm and cold, can 
never be forgotten. How thankful were 
hundreds that the Sanitary Commission 
was represented by abundant supplies for 
those most pressing necessities and willing 
hands to distribute them day and night. 
Shirts torn and clotted with blood were ex- 
changed for others new and warm, and other 
under-clothing as it was needed. Men shiv- 
ering with pain did not forget to express 
earnest thanks for the well-timed provision. 
‘¢ A thousand thanks,” cries one, ‘‘ O thank 
you kind friends,” cries another. O could 
the kind donors of these comforts have 
passed through those tents during those 
days of pain, and heard the expressions, 
how abundantly would they have been com- 
pensated for their donations, and how in- 
spired would they have felt: for new effort 
in this glorious cause ! | 

Many scenes and incidents presented 
themselves during those several days, of a 
deeply interesting and impressive character. 


A NEW YORKER. 


One young man from New York City, about: 
seventeen years of age was mortally wound- 
ed in the abdomen. He frequently exclaim- 
ed, “O, I am so sick!” He dictated a letter 
to his mother, stating that he was wounded. 
the day before, but that he hoped to get 
along nicely. I inquired if he had anything. 
in his pockets to send to his mother. He 
replied: “No, I have nothing to send her 
but my best love.’ Poor boy! it was his 
last message. As I told him to trust in, 
God and remember that ‘‘Jesus died that 
he might live,” he clasped his hand de- 
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. voutly. The death agony and sickness came 

upon him, and in about half an hour after 

he dictated his last letter the mortal struggle 

ended. In his pockets were found a like- 

ness of his sister and a few pieces of post- 

age ‘currency, which were sent to his mother. 
HAPPY MAN. - 


Another brave man lay on a stretcher 


waiting to be laid upon the amputating: 


table. We had done what we could for his 
comfort. I tried to speak cheering words 
and.words of comfort to his soul. It was 
feared his wound would prove mortal. _ He 
presented a sublime spectacle as he lay sus- 
pended between time and eternity. He said, 
‘¢T would love to live and see my wife and 
children, but I have peace with God and 
am not afraid to die, and [ am resigned to 
the will of God.’ Happy. man! Many 
wounded expressed gratitude that it was 
not worse with them. Others said they did 
not regret going into the army, ahd hoped 
they would get well so as to go back and 
see the thing through. Here are our patriots 
who know the issue in this contest and are 
willing to meet it, even unto death. Many 
other cases, equally interesting, 1 must 
pass. 
THE FRONT. + 


My visit to the front, botb right and left, 
was full of interest. I found the men 
cheerful to the utmost, though the men of 
the right had been suffering from exposure 
to the drenching rains, without their tents 
and without full supplies of food. They 

were confident of success. ‘They say we 
will trust God and Grant, and will take 
care of the Johnnies. They requested the 
people at home not to forget them. Intel- 
ligent officers, as well as men, say with 
emphasis, if the men had more vegetables, 
&c., they would save many from sickness. 
Some say send plenty: of saurkraut, pickles, 
and dried fruit, and they will go right 
to the spot. All along these bristling lines 
there is intelligence, and courage, and patri- 
otism, and piety that will challenge the 
admiration of all good men. As I came 
away from those most interesting and exci- 
ting scenes my soul was all a-glow. A man 
may live a long period in a few days in that 
great army. Time would fail me to detail 


all the evidences of Christian heroism that. 


presented itself. 

The magnitude of the work and useful- 
ness of the Sanitary Commission, to the 
souls and bodies of our soldiers, no one can 
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fully know, who is not acquainted with 


the working of the entire system in all its 
details. I ‘might speak particularly of the 
diligence and fidelity, the hard work and 
long hours at it, and love for it, on the part 
of those who work the vast and complicated 
machinery of the Commission with whom I 
was brought in contact, but cannot now. 
God bless them all in their great calling. 

Of the work of the Commission in Wash- 
ington I will not dare to give a description. 
It is so vast and complicated, and yet so 
systematically done, that the ablest pen 
would be required to do it justice. 


VALUABLE TESTIMONY, 
Hospitat 3p Division 2p Corps, 
Near Petersburg, Va., Oct. 10, 1864. 
Dr. McDonatp, 
Chief of Sanitary Commission, Army of the Potomac. 


Dear Sir :—In behalf of the many sick 
and wounded soldiers of our army who haye 
been in hospitals of the 2d Division 8d 
Corps, at Fitzhugh House, of the 3d Corps 
at Potomac Creek, and of the 2d Division 
3d Corps at Brandy Station, under my 
charge, as well as the one where 1 am now 
writing, permit me to give my testimony to 
the usefulness of the United States Sanitary — 
Commission — representing as it does, the 


"expressions of the masses at home, it opens 


its storehouses to every soldier and gives 
him freely from its bounteous supplies ; and 
being ever ready, it does not fail to do "good 
wherever there is opportunity. “The money 
so liberally given by the people at home is 
by no means given in vain —it reaches’ 
in a substantial way the tent and the hos- 
pital—to the well in the trenches, and to 
the sick and wounded ones in hospital. The 
agents of this Commission are always es- 
teemed as gentlemen, and the true friends 
of the soldier. It has become a fixed insti- 
tution, and whoever may write the history 
of this war cannot fail to give a conspicu- 
ous place in its pages to the United States 
Sanitary Commission. 
I am, doctor, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
- Epwarp Lrvryaston WELLING, 
Surgeon in Chief 3d Brigade 3d Division 2d Corps. 


UNION PRISONERS IN TEXAS, 

Dr. G. A. Blake, agent of the United 
States Sanitary Commission at New Orleans, 
under date of September 28, 1864, writes: 
‘General Canby has ordered the quarter- 
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masters to forward to our prisoners in Texas 
clothing and medicines. Our commissioner 
has arranged with Major Ignatius Szyman- 
ski, Commissioner of Exchange for the 


rebels in the Trans-Mississippi Department, 


an exchange for three thousand four hun- 


dred and fifty of our soldiers now in Camp 


Ford, including naval prisoners. * Possibly 
the number may be reduced, and the naval 
prisoners be. obliged to remain at Camp 
Ford. Instances of cruelty at Camp Ford 
have been few, and at the last interview of 


the commissioner, 13th inst., the rebel com- 


missioner informed ours that he had caused 
the removal of the captain formerly in com- 
mand of the camp, as unsuitable to com- 
mand a camp of prisoners, and better things 
may “be hoped for. The prisoners that have 
come in from rebeldom west of the Missis- 
sippi river present a rugged as well as ragged 
appearance, and no great amount of sick- 
ness among them is.reported. Last week 
the stores ordered by General Canby were 
forwarded, consisting of a complete outfit 
for twelve hundred men, including blankets 
and haversacks. Four hundred canteens, 
sixty axes and axe-helves, and medicines 
were also forwarded.”—WN. Y. Even. Post, 
Oct. 12. 


7 


SPECIAL RELIEF. 
From Dr. Nichol’s Report, Washin« a 
[ have had during past week : 


Applicants for pensions, ine) 

Sick soldiers prescribed for and furn- 

_ ished medicines, Lodge 4, . . 48 

Patients treated at Home Hospital, 
men, ) . 104 

Patient’s treated at Women’s Home, 
(women,) , 12 


FRom Miss S. L. PHruutrps. 


Camp Parote Hospiran, 
October 7, 1864. 


I have but little to report to you with 
regard to affairs in this hospital during the 
past week. There is very little variety in 
my work, though I take great pleasure in 
doing all in my power for the comfort of 
the soldiers. 


, THREE SOLDIERS. 
During the week three of our sick soldiers 
have died ; one after a protracted sickness. 
He had long been a Christian, was aware he 


must die, and went willingly, though for 


the sake of his family, life was desirable. 


The other two were suddenly called away. 
One died of diphtheria, and the other of 
typoid malarial fever. Disease quickly did 
its work, and they were gone. Both ex- 
pressed their dependence on the Saviour. 
Nineteen years was the age of each of these 
interesting boys. They were sh sacrifices 
to their country, and when I witness the 
decline and death of so many young men, 
whose hopes are as bright, and whose hold 
on life is as strong as our own, I feel that 
all we can give or do for them, is perfectly 
paltry in comparison with the fresh, young 
lives (their all on ¢arth) that they have 
given for us. 


CHRISTIAN COMMISSION. 
We learn from a friend who has been 


_ engaged for months past in the relief. work 


in the Military Department of Tennessee, 
that the relations of the two Commissions 
are entirely harmonious in that department. 
By common consent all the stores are 
turned over to the Sanitary Commission, 
and all the literature to the Christian aid 
mission, and the agents of each draw from 
both alike, as they may need for the men. 
The advantage of this arrangement is 
seen in the economy by which goods are 
distributed, and the benefit done to soldiers 
in not duplicating to the same men the 
issues of stores. In addition to this, the 
moral effect that is produced upon the army 
and the people who contribute is manifest. 
The tract and newspaper distributors draw 
for physical comforts from the Sanitary 
The agents of the Sanitary, 
in addition to giving physical comfort, draw 


Commission. 


for religious and other literature upon the 
Christian Commission for aid in that depart- 
ment of the service. Thus, unity of purpose 
and harmony of effort are combined for the 
common good, and the impression upon all 
who realize it, is favorable to the common 
cause of our government. 

J OUR PRISONERS AND REFUGEES. 
Extract of a letter from City Point, by 
Alex. McDonald, M.D. 


I have but little time to write, yet, there 
are one or two things which may be of 
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interest to you. First, the enclosed letter, 
which accompanied a towel sent to the Sani- 
tary Commission and issued to a man at the 
front. 

Second, a short notice of our trips to 
Aiken’s Landing, yesterday. At 830 a.M. 
an officer of the navy appeared, and informed 
us that about one hundred and fifty prison- 
ers, just released from Richmond, were at 
Aiken’s Landing, in want of everything to 
make them comfortable. Of course we 
prepared ‘clothing and food for them, and 
started from this point at 9 30, with stores 
and relief agents; reached the Landing at 
10 30; where we found the flag of truce 
steamer Mary Washington, loading naval 
prisoners, who were flocking across the neck 
from Cox’s Landing; and who, on reaching 
her upper deck and catching sight of our 


~ gunboats and the dear old flag, sent up cheer. 


after cheer, which was responded to by man- 
ning the rigging of our gunboats, and an- 
swering as only sailors can cheer. 

The steamer New York was lying in the 
stream with several hundred released prison- 
ers, soldiers. Most of them were seem- 
ingly well, but all showed the marks of con- 
finement and hard fare. 

There were about two hundred sick, 
many of them men wounded in the recent 
battles before Richmond. Some, sick from 
disease and long confinement, who can 
hardly recover, but the oreater number 
were able to walk on board the boats and to 
keep about after arriving. 

Major Mulford was having food prepared 
for all, and only needed a few stores from 
our stock ; we provided all he wanted and 
returned to City Point, feeling thankful 
that there was no greater need of help. 
The beaming countenances of the men 
showed their inward feeling, and no one 
ean tell what that feeling is even after having 
experienced it, and some of these men ex- 
perienced it to the fullest extent, having 
just received their liberty after a captivity 
of fourteen months, 

The “New York” passed down the river 
to-day. Jam not sure if the Mary Wash- 
ington followed her. 

“We have of late been doing an extensive 
business in the care of refugee families from 
the rebel country travelling to civilization. 
We have on board to-night four women and 
five children, some of whom have been three 
weeks on the road. Among the number is 
a woman seventy-four years of age, who 
came in almost exhausted by fatigue. They 


have all been fed, and are now stowed away 
on the upper deck looking quite comfort- 
able, and evidently much pleased with their 
quarters. 

We have a full house to-night as usual; 
the bunks are all full and the decks covered 
with soldiers, who are glad to find a resting 
place for their feeble, tired bodies, till the 
morning mail boat takes them North to a 
more bracing atmosphere and the tender 
care of home and friends. 

October 19,1864. 


HISTORY OF A TOWEL. 


It is now June Ist, 1864. The writer of © 
this sits within her quiet and peaceful home, 
with kind friends to care for and love. _ 

Yet we do not forget those who are labor- 
ing and suffering for us. I have had a sol- 
dier brother, but he is now at home dis- 
abled. : 

This towel is given by Capt. A. P. Nel- . 
son, Co. B, 52d Massachusetts Volunteer 
Militia. 

He carried it through a nine months’. 
campaign. It was with him at Donaldson- 
ville, Port Hudson, &c., &c., and he now 
presents it to the needy soldier. May he 
who receives it be worthy. May God’s 


‘blessing attend you ever while in the path — 


of duty, is the wish of 


Coleraine, Mass. 
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‘ RELIEF WORK. 
Extract from a report of one of the 
Auxiliary Relief Corps at City Point. 


For the faithful conscientious Relief - 
Agent there is no interval of rest, as long 
as he holds his position, and the war lasts. 
He fills his hands and empties them again; _ 
he gives sympathy that is hisfown, and. yet 
the vast ocean of suffering is{seemingly as 
overflowing as before. He grasps his arms 
Sull of labor, and looking ahead sees an un- 
reached multitude, for whom he can only | 
yearn and beseech Omnipotence. A gen- 
tleman, well known at the North, and who 
has interested himself largely in behalf of 
the soldiers, said to me but a few days ago, 
“I fear that many of the people at home 
think that there is no further need of sup- 
plies,” and said that he would'try to destroy 
that impression. If any have ceased their 
efforts while they can do more, they are 
making an error for which soldiers will suf- 
fer, but not atone. In the last fierce strug- 
gles which, though they are the last, may 





be prolonged, it is but just that those who 
may be called upon to suffer should be as 
well cared for as those who suffered in the 
earlier of these sad days. 


THE COMMISSION IN THE VALLEY. 
From G. A. MUHLECH. 


WINCHESTER, Va., 
October 13, 1864. 

You are. doubtless in possession of my 
letter dated Martinsburg, 11th inst. On 
my arrival here I found, I am happy to say, 
everything going on smoothly. Large issues 
have continued to be made to the many 
hospitals. The early season of frost and 
bad weather brought on a heavy and sudden 
pressure for blankets, quilts, underclothing 
and shoes. As to the hospitals, a further 
supply of quilts would be most welcome. 
Most of those cases now remaining at Win- 
chester, are of the most serious nature, and 
quilts are by far preferable to the rough 
woolen blankets. : 


WORTH OF A PAIR OF SHOES. 


I continue to send, almost exclusively, all 
our shoes to the front, knowing that each 
pair reinforces Sheridan’s army by one 
man, who other wisewould be unfit for active 
duty. Our inmates of hospitals here, as 
well as the forces constituting the garrison,, 
can better do without them, because they 
are sheltered, and are more within reach of 
the Quarter-Master’ssupplies. Our woolen 
socks have given out. There remains a 
large case at Martinsburg, which I ordered 
up with the first train.” It would be well 


to forward a further supply, say a thousand 
pane eee Oe 


“PACKING HOSPITAL DELICACIES. 


As to hospital delicacies, [ must renew 
my old and constant complaint about the 
miserable mode of package. A large box 
of jellies, receatly forwarded, reached here 
with almost every jar broken, and the con- 
tents entirely lost. This is so much the 
more to be regretted, as the article is very 
Scarce, and constitutes almost the only 
kind of food for men shot through: the 


mouth. Please give to it your earnest at- 
tention. * * * 


FOOD TO ACCOMPANY THE WOUNDED. 

Dr. Harris has ordered ten barrels of ale. 
It will be greeted’ with delight by our 
wounded. However, I fear that its trans- 
portation will prove difficult on account of 
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its heavy weight. We have also made 
arrangements to send one team, loaded with 
food, along with every train of wounded; . 
which, henceforward, will leave Winchester. _ 
[ will detail two competent agents to care 
for the proper distribution along the road. 

In regard to the hay or straw, recom- 
mended by yourself and Dr. Harris to be 
furnished to ambulances, wagons, and cars 
destined to transport sick and wounded 
men, I have seen Medical Director Dr. 
Hayes at Martinsburg, and put at his dis- 
posal the hay you forwarded to me some- 
time ago, and which I have saved for emer- 
gency. I sent instructions to Mr. Bannis- 
ter to have it shipped by railroad. If this 
supply is not sufficient, we will either draw 
or buy at Martinsburg, as it is altogether 
out of the question to get it Aere, the valley 
béing completely’ stripped of all food for 
beasts. 4 


HOSPITAL VISITING. 


Tothe Rev. Mr. Seaver I have entrusted 
the special superintendence of the hospital 
visiting. He has done admirably. Messrs. 
Corbin and Burdell are assigned to the 
same duty. They all work faithfulhy, and 
much to the credit of the Commission. Mr. 
C. is permanently stationed at the Sheridan 
field hospital. He has a stock of supplies 
with him, and comes every morning to 
our store-rooms to get whatever may be 
needed. * * * 


UNION LADIES’ ASSOCIATION. 


With great satisfaction do I report to you 
that our Union Ladies’. Association has 
worked, thus far, with admirable success. 
All these noble women have been unremit- 
ting in their efforts to help and relieve. 
Their visits are regular and long; their dis- 
pensations well adapted to the wants of the 
patients, while their presence at the sick- 
bed cheers up the hearts of these brave 
fellows, and reminds them of the far home 
and of a mother’s or sister’s loving care and 
devotion. They are well supplied by us 
with delicacies, and the use made by them 
above suspicion. , 

A train of four wagons came up last 
Monday night. I returned them to Mar- 
tinsburg, yesterday. They will be joined 
there by the two wagons now under repatrs, 
and will come up again to-morrow with an 
assortment of stores, which I selected my- 
self before leaving Martinsburg. At the 
same time I will send, if ready, the two 
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teams now here, with to-night’s train to 
brmipatp forage. “eee 

Our mess has been established, and has 
been in operation about a week. Of course 
marketing here is difficult and dear, butter 
at from sixty to seventy cents, meat from 
seventeen to twenty cents per pound. We 
have bought the most necessary cooking 
utensils and table furniture; at any rate it 


will prove a considerable saving to the Com- 


mission. *g. 7 7F 

If at all possible, I will leave for the front 
(Middletown) early to-morrow morning. 
Word just now reaches me from Col. Fach 
that supplies are badly needed. The army 
is within my reach, and [ must see for my- 
self how things look up there. On my 
return [ will start for Martinsburg and Cum- 
berland, unless otherwise directed. Please 
hurry up ddankets and shoes and woolen un- 
derclothing, principally snints. * * * 


WINCHESTER, VA. 
October 16, 1864. 


Since my last report nothing of particu- 
lar interest has to be recorded. The work 
goes bravely on. A large train, consisting 
of eleven wagons, heavily loaded, reached 
us this afternoon. We have had our hands 
full of work, and at the late hour at which 
I write you now, we have just finished un- 
loading, counting, repacking and reloading 
three teams which to-morrow morning will 
start for the front. I will accompany them 


myself and look into the condition of affairs — 


there. I take out a liberal supply of under- 
clothing, crackers and farinaceous food. * * 
Four empty wagons will return to Mar- 
tinsburg to-morrow morning to move stores. 
Piease order a further supply of shoes, they 
are badly needed ; 500 sheets and 1000 more 
towels will prove also very welcome. As 
one of the most important ztems I have to 
mention, postaye stamps. There is an im- 
mense pressure for them. We are conduct- 
ing and constitute, de facto, the whole post 
department, and our daily number of letters 
does not fall much short of 2,000. Besides the 
surgeons in charge of hospitals and even 
the Medical Director’s office had to fall 
back on the Commission for this, here so 
rare an article. * * * f 
Mr. ©., our agent at the ‘“ Sheridan” 
gives great satisfaction. He is agent, store- 
keeper, hospital visitor, post-master, soldier, 
adviser—in reality a fac-totum, whose ser- 
vices are of'immense value, and I am happy 
to add, fully appreciated by the medical 


‘stimulants, &ec. 








officers, as well as by the poor sufferers. 
The arrival of our large train has prevented 
our corps of agents from terminating their 


‘reports. I will collect them to-morrow, and 


after perusal, forward them, together with 
the tabular statement of all issues (at Win- 
chester) thus far. , 
On Thursday a train of wounded left for 
Martinsburg. As I mentioned already in 
a previous report, I had made arrangements — 
to provide the poor fellows with food on the 
road. Mr. B. was detailed by me to accom- 
pany this train with one of our own teams, 
loaded with fresh soft bread, chocolate, 
All has been’ distributed 
wisely, and received gratefully by the brave 
boys. This arrangement will continue with 
each successive train of sick and wounded ; 
while on their arrival at Martinsburg they 
will find hot coffee, tea or milk punch, with 
soft crackers, prepared by our agents there, 
and such help as they can find among our 


many true union ladies. * * * 


The humane and génerous work of the . 
Commission, in behalf of the Confederate 
wounded, has not failed to deeply impress the 
population of this town; so justly noted 
down as the abode of the most bitter seces- 
clivities. Respect and gratitude meet us 
everywhere. = 

The work of our ‘ Hospital Visitors” 
will be more fully explained by Mr. Seaver’s 
report, which will be forwarded to you by 
the first mail train. * * * 


From NATHANIEL SEAVER, JR. 


In the.number of patients, the Sheridan 
stands first, containing as it does one-third - 
of all and one-half of the Union patients in 
Winchester. Being a field hospital, its 
claims upon us for comfortable clothing, 
blankets, &c., are naturally greater than © 
those of hospitals in town, where in most 
cases comfortable rooms, and in all cases 
stoves or fire-places, atone in a measure for 
the want of garments and bed-clothes. 
Sheridan is the receiving hospital also, for 
the greater part of those wounded in the 
more recent engagements. The first needs 
of these men, which are always greater than 
after they have been for some time in hos- 
pital, must of course be supplied at Sheri- 
dan. Taking these, as well as other facts, 
which I will not at present mention, into 
consideration, it is apparent that this  hos- 
pital demands much of our attention. At 
the suggestion therefore, and with the 
valuable co-operation of Dr. Klisha Harris, 
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it was considered expedient to keep a per- 
manent stock of goods upon the ground, 
and to establish an agent there to attend to 
their proper distribution, as well as to ac- 
quaint himself with the condition and needs 
of the patients. This plan met with the 
hearty approval of Dr. Hayden, the surgeon 
in charge, to whom we are under great obli- 
gations for his assistance in providing us 
with a tent, and with the means of trans- 
porting goods. His steward and other offi- 
cers, have also been ready to aid us in every 
particular. Our stock of goods has been 
enlarged by requisitions made upon the 
local store-house. As agent, I have ap- 
pointed Mr. Thomas J. Corbin, a gentle- 
man whose experience, renders him pecu- 
liarly fitted for such a position. 

In other hospitals, it has been customary 
to fill at the store-houses, general requisi- 
sitions made by the surgeons in charge of 
the five hospital departments, viz: 6th, 8th, 
19th, cavalry corps and insurgent hospitals. 
By this means each receives its fair propor- 
tion of goods. In my hospital visiting, 
however, I have found it also expedient. to 
issue requisitions for individuals, such as 
nurses, ward-masters, assistant surgeons, 
friends or visitors, as the case might be, in 
order the better to meet the varying wants 
“of wards and individuals. By this means 
cases which would by a general requisition 
be neglected, are reached, and persons of 
known benevolent intentions aided in their 
labors. The things most needed appear to 
be articles of clothing. There is a constant 
demand for tobacco, stimulants,. shoes, 
woolen stockings and blankets. 

I would.suggest that wines, liquors and 
cordials, be packed in smaller bottles, (say 
two gills,) or some arrangement made by 
which they can be dealt out in smaller 


quantities, in order to provide against fraud, | 
and secure a more even distribution. In 


addition to my visits, and assistance in the 
establishment and supply of the tent at 
Sheridan, I have also partly developed a plan 
for the safe delivery of letters which come, 
to Winchester in care of the Commission. 
I am also engaged in drawing up maps of 
the localities of hospitals for the use of 
visitors and agents of the Commission, con- 
cerning which matters I hope to speak 
more at large in my next report. 


From Joun S. BLATCHFORD. 


Having had an opportunity to observe, 
with great interest and grntification, the 


oy TT 


operations of the U.S. Sanitary Commission 


in the Shenandoah Valley, since the battle 


of Opiquan and Winchester, on the 19th 
ult., which inaugurated with so signal a 
victory Gen. Sheridan’s successful advance 
through the valley—a brief relation of its 
work may afford interest to the many friends 
of the Commission in this vicinity. 

Until the opening of the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad on the 30th ult., to Martins- 
burg, the Commission’s depot of supplies 
for the army in Western Virginia, was at 
Harper’s Ferry, a little more than thirty 
miles from Winchester, in the immediate 
vicinity of which the battle of the 19th was 
fought, and which became the depot for all 
our wounded in the valley, including the 
Confederate wounded left,in our hands, and 
consequently the scene of the active work 
of the Commission. Martinsburg, its pre- 
sent base of supplies, is twenty-two miles 
from Winchester. 

From these two points its supplies have 
been steadily sent forward to Winchester, 
and thence on to the front through a coun- 
try dangerously infested with guerillas, who 
hover about all trains watching their oppor- 
tunity of attack. It employs in this service 
an independent field train of ten four-horse 
army wagons, which move with the govern- 
ment trains under escort. 

With. each Army Corps the Commission — 
has its permanent Relief Service, compri- 
sing at least one four-horse army wagon 
with supplies, and a relief Agent for each 
wagon. These move always with the ad- 
vance of the Corps to which they are at- 
tached, and are constantly replenished by 
communication with the base of supplies. 
Upon the occurrence of the battle on the 
19th, each Corps engaged, viz., the 6th, 8th, 
19th, and Cavalry Corps, was accompanied 
by its Sanitary Relief Agent, whose sup- 
plies were immediately available and speed- 
ily exhausted among the more than four 
thousand wounded that’ were gathered into 
Winchester from an area of some ten square 
miles fought over. . 

Col. Muhlech, the efficient official in 
charge of the Commission’s work in the 
Department of Western Virginia, immedi- 
ately upon receiving intelligence of the 
battle, proceeded to Winchester with two 
wagon loads of supplies from the store-house 
at Harper’s Ferry, which had been well 
equipped in anticipation of the emergency. 
He arrived at three o’clock on Tuesday 
morning—the 20th—the day after the bat- 
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tle, and at once established a depot of sup-- 


plies, taking possession of a building placed 
at his disposal for the purpose by the mili- 
tary authorities. Dr. Jenkins, the General 
Secretary of the Commission, with Mr. 
Knapp, Associate Secretary, arrived on 
Thursday, the 22d, having first made pro- 
vision for sending forward additional sup- 
plies from its store-houses at Baltimore and 
Washington, and at once entered upon the 
work of organizing the service of the Com- 
mission, with the view to secure the most 
careful use and efficient application of its 
resources. ‘This was especially necessary in 
view of the inadequate provision of the Medi- 
cal Department to meet the emergency, the 
consequent destitution and suffering among 
the wounded, and the ‘difficulties it expe- 
rienced, owing to the lack of transportation, 
in getting forward its supplies. General 
Sheridan’s rapid pursuit of Harly’s retreat- 
ing army imposed the heaviest tax upon 
the entire transportation service in his de- 
partment in order to move forward his own 
supplies upon a continually advancing line. 
It was consequently apparent that the Com- 
mission having its own independent trans- 
portation, being able to communicate directly 
with its base of supplies by every opportu- 
nity of escort, would have to meet a large 
demand upon its resources. The organiza- 
tion of its work was so far accomplished, 
that upon the arrival of the next consign- 
ment of supplies on Monday of fourteen 
wagon loads, a very complete and admirable 
system of succor was in operation, and their 
distribution was effected iu accordance with 
a distinct and equitable plan of division so 
as to reach as far as possible with direct- 
ness and precision the most needy ones 
among the multitude of sufferers scattered 
among some forty different buildings, occu- 
pied for hospital use, throughout the town. 

The plan of distribution was briefly, as 
follows : One-fourth of all supplies received 
was reserved to be sent forward to the front, 
to replenish the Relief Service with each 
corps. Another portion—about thirteen- 
twentieths—were issued directly to the 
corps hospitals in bulk, according to their 
ascertained necessities and the relative 
number of wounded in each. These issues 
were made to the surgeons in charge of 
each corps, and by them distributed among 
their several wards. A certain proportion 
was also appropriated for the Shéridan 
General Hospital, designed as the perma- 
nent post hospital, to which the severest 








cases are removed, as they are able, from 
the temporary depots in the town. The 
rapid preparation of this hospital, constitu- 
ting as it did the principal provision for 
the better care and condition of the wound- - 


ed, reflects the highest credit upon Dr. 


Brinton, the Medical Director, and Dr. 
McKay, the Medical Inspector, under whose 
immediate supervision it was constructed. 
Within a little more than four days, be- 
tween 300 and 400 hospital tents rose into 
view on one of the beautiful elevations 
upon the southwestern edge of the town—a 
village in itself of no mean dimensions, 
with its broad and regular streets, and offer- 
ing in comparison with the wretchedly com- 
fortless and foul quarters in the town, a 
really attractive abiding place for eighteen 
hundred patients. ‘ 

The remainder of each consignment of 
supplies was reserved for the Special Relief 
service of the Commission. This was orga-_ 
nized with the-aid of a few uncompromising 
Union women, residents of the town, who | 
have each of them signally proved their 
claim to the title. They were without re- 
sources, and lacked all proper materials 
with which to minister to the comfort of 
the men, such effort as they could make 
having been directed to the relief of the | 
wounded in one or two of the principal 
buildings. In order to secure systematic 
effort over the whole field, the Commission 
had a map of the town prepared showing 
every building occupied for hospital pur- 
poses, with the number of wounded in each. 
‘The whole area was then divided into seven 
districts, and one representative woman ~ 
assigned to each, who became responsible 
for certain Relief work in her district, and 
to whom the Commission issued daily such 
articles suitable for the preparation of extra 
diet, as it was able with regard to the 
wants of the whole service. Hach of the 
seven called to her aid such additional assist- 
ance as she found necessary to perform the 
service. The supplies issued to these ladies 
consisted of crackers, farina, condensed milk, 
beef juice, dessicated ege, stimulants, tea, 
sugar, &c. Another lady was designated 
for the same service on behalf of the Con- 
federates wounded. 

In addition to this Relief Service the 
Commission had its regularly organized 
corps of Hospital Visitors, whose duty it 
was to visit the wounded and report in de- 
tail upon their condition, wants, &.—to 
supply such minor wants as writing paper, 
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envelopes, tobacco, &c.—to write letters 


for the disabled, and to perform such other 
personal service as they could for the com- 
fort of the men. In the Sheridan General 
Hospital a large tent was assigned for the 
use of the Commission, and a Special Diet 
Kitchen established under the direction of 


' Miss Harris, who superintends this service 


—_ 


‘average of one thousand letters. 


for all the wounded gathered there. 
It would be difficult to relate in detail 


the many opportunities afforded for the 


peculiar work of the Commission, and the 
appreciative spirit with which its service 


' was received and acknowledged on all sides. 


The whole work was organized and, with 
its minutest details, most ably and faith- 
fully administered under the immediate 
direction of the General Secretary of the 
Commission It involved a daily visitation 
of the hospitals, consultation with the medi- 
eal officers, as to the most efficient manner 
in which the Commission could bestow its 
aid, the character and quantity of the sup- 
plies most needed, the daily movement in 
the population of the hospitals under their 
charge, and all such information in relation 
to the disposition of the wounded as would 
affect its preparations. It received and 
transported for delivery to the post a daily 
It was 
the recipient for transportation to their 
friends, of the personal effects of deceased 
soldiers. It was the channel of inquiry 
and communication by distant friends as to 
the condition of| their wounded. It took- 
steps to secure a more careful system of 
marking the graves of deceased soldiers, so 
as to secure with more certainty their future 
identification, and all these details were 
performed with a method and thoroughness 
that might characterize the ordinary trans- 
actions of a business establishment. 

Tt worked in thorough harmony and cor. 
dial co-operation with the military authori- 
ties and the medical officers, whose untiring 
attention to the wounded, and unceasing 
efforts to remedy the defects of the situa- 
tion, deserves a tribute of the highest: 
praise. Hach day witnessed an improve- 
ment in the condition of the men, and, as a 
fact that unrecorded, would leave any relation 
of the scene imperfect, it was stated by more 
than one surgeon that amid all the discom- 
fort and suffering among our own men, they 
had not heard one utterance of complaint. 
Its distribution of supplies may be partially 
indicated by the following list, being those 


forwarded from Baltimore up to September 
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28th, and not including heavy consignments 
from Washington, nor the goods in store at 
Harper’s Ferry, (estimated at about five 
wagon loads) at the beginning of the 
battle. 

3,242 wool shirts, 3,336 wool drawers, 
4,606 handkerchiefs, 3,832 pairs woal socks, 
300 blankets, 500 quilts, 896 bed sacks, 
2,062 cushions, 618 pillow ticks, 628 pil- 
lows, 1,024 pillow cases, 703. cotton draw- 
ers, 516 cotton shirts, 480 pairs slippers, 
263 sheets, 996 pairs cotton socks, 20 pieces 
Mosquito netting, 15 pieces oil silk, 36 
barrels crackers, 540 lbs. dessicated eggs, 
960 Ibs. roast beef, 3,264 lbs. condensed 
milk, 1,196 Ibs. beef stock, 2,196 lbs. cof- 
fee, 1,832 lbs. sugar, 176 lbs. tea, 384 lbs. 
peaches, 10 barrels eggs, 20 boxes lemons, 
50 boxes chocolate, 8 barrels potatoes, 1 
barrel vinegar, 157 barrels dried apples, 
120 lbs. corn starch, 288 lbs. Farina, 60 
Ibs. canned chicken, 47 lbs. butter, 1,678 
bottles whiskey, 600 bottles sherry wine, 
78 gallons pickles, 112 bottles blackberry 
brandy, 838 bottles Jamaica ginger, 12 
bottles alcohol, 12 bottles Jamaica rum, 150 
Ibs. candles, 430 lbs. soap, 1,104 tin cups, 
260 bed pans, 50 feeding cups, 240 spit 
cups, 509 tin plates, 144 basins, 108 lan- 
terns, 12 doz. candlesticks, 120 head-rests, 
12 bed tables, 41,000 envelopes, 25 reams 
note paper, 179 doz. chewing tobacco, 179 
doz. smoking tobacco, 10 hogsheads ice, 750 
pairs of crutches, linen bandages, pails, 
spoons, knives and forks, brooms, wash- 
boards, washtubs, baskets, chisels, tacks, 
hatchets, axes, saws, hammers, corkscrews, 
can-openers, lamps, kettles, stoves, oil pans, 
boilers, blank-books, mucilage, penholders, 
pens, lead pencils, ink, corn méal, lint, 
sponges, adhesive plaster, table salt, shoes, 
oats, hay, reading matter, &c. 

These supplies were all issued with due 
form—a requisition and receipt accompany- 
ing each issue—and each night the account 
of stock in store-house made to correspond 
with the recorded issues of the day. 

Such is a very brief and partial relation 
of what a few days gave opportunity to ob- 
serve of the work of the Commission upon 
one of the many occasions when it carries 
the bounty and kindly ministrations of our 
peaceful homes to the suffering heroes of 
our battle-fields; and I would fain impart 
something of the satisfaction the observa- 
tion has afforded to at least a few of the 
many untiring workers and supporters of 
the Commission, who do not look upon the 
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scenes of its most active and beneficent 
work.—Soston Transcript, October 17th, 
1864. 


From THOMAS J. CorRBIN. 


Suerman U. §. A. Gun’t. Hosprrat, ) 
Winchester, Va., October 16, 1864. f 


The calvary corps hospitals I found in 
excellent condition, especially the one in 
the Methodist Church on Market street. 
The patients in the hospitals of both corps 
(8th and cavalry) appeared cheerful and 
contented, and seemed to me to be as com- 
fortable as could be expected, under then 
existing circumstances. Such supplies as 
had been drawn from the Sanitary Commis- 
sion appeared to me, on looking over the 
requisitions and comparing the quantities 
drawn, with what I saw in the hospitals in 
use, to have been faithfully and judiciously 
applied. In addition I supplied several 
patients with blankets, under clothing, &c. 
_» The condition of patients in the Sheridan 
hospital is daily improving. Although they 
yet lack some of the comforts which could 
be supplied them further north, yet, upon 
the whole, they appear to me to be more 
comfortable than could be hoped. A supply 
of warm under clothing and shoes is much 
needed. . 

The post-office for the camp has been 
established in the Commission’s tent, and 
promises to become quite a convenience to 
the men. 

The articles enumerated in this statement 
have gone, as I believe, directly to the pa- 
tients that they were intended for, and I 
have heard the highest praise awarded, by 
both officers and men, to the Commission 
for the energy and forethought shown in 
furnishing supplies of all kinds, without 
which the sick and wounded must have 
suffered severely. On one occasion I furn- 
ished stimulants for one hundred and fifty 
wounded en route to Martinsburg, there 
not being any in the dispensary of the hos- 
pital. But for the Commission, these men 
would have been sent without any stimu- 
lants whatever. 


From Wo. J. BRINDELL. 


* * Met no difficulties until within three 
quarters of a mile of Woodstock. Here the 
left flankers were fired upon by guerillas, 
concealed in the woods, causing only a 
momentary delay and doing no injury, 
henceforward we went on more cautiously. 


Hivery eye was strained to its utmost capa- 
city—in woods, over hills, first to the. left, 
then to the right, to catch the first sight of 
Moseby’s men. At length we reached New 
Market. All was in readiness to park, when - 
an unwelcome sound set every nerve to 
twitching. ‘‘ Zip, zip,’ was heard, and we 
knew so well the meaning of that unspoken 
language, that it was not a long while before 
non-combatants get under cover. We were 
again attacked. Quietness prevailed in a 
short time, and we retired to rest only to 
be awakened out of a sleep, in time to hear 
the command, ‘Men, rally around the 
wagons.’? | *ewi% 
Presently the monotony of our ride was 
broken in upon by the crack of a rifle. This 
wakened us very soon. We heard three 
shots fired but could see no one. The re- 
ports came from the rear of the train, and 
we were distant six miles from Harrison- 
burg. -A halt was ordered and the firing 
ceased ; after which we moved on and reach- 
ed Harrisonburg without molestation. It 
was only then I found that my travelling 
companion was missing, together with sey- 
eral others. I went directly to Sheridan’s 
headquarters, and through the kindness of 
Dr. Geisallen, Medical Director, ascertained 
the situation of the 8th and 19th corps. The : 
goods were then distributed according to 
their respective necessities. During my 
stay in town I visited by request of the Di- 
rector, the different hospitals, and found that 
they had already received the benefit of san- 
itary stores through the promptness of Mr. / 
Hammer, agent for the 19th corps. The 
round trip occupied eight days. 
On my return to Winchester I com- 
menced visiting the sick and wounded seat- 
tered in private houses, to the number of | 
fifty-two, the majority of whom were badly 
wounded, and in great need of delicacies 
and stimulants; many of the families with 
whom they were staying had not means suf- 
ficient to sustain themselves, much less to 
provide delicacies for others. Many are 
lodged in families whose predilections and 


sympathies are strongly southern, and con- ~ 


sequently bitterly opposed to everything 
northern, yet they are caring for our sick 
and wounded. Always have I asked par- 
ticularly, in these latter cases, ‘‘ Are you 
being well cared for by the family?” and 
the answer is given in the affirmative. I 
have yet to hear the first case of complaint. 
All the men are improving and in good 
spirits. 
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Exrract of a graphic letter from Colonel 
Muhlech to F. N. Knapp, written after the 
retreat of our forces from Cedar Creek, Va., 


on the 18th of October :-— 


The musketry was perfectly awful for 
about ten minutes, but the enemy were 


-ploodily repulsed, and at nightfall we held. 


our ground everywhere. All trains had 
been ordered to the rear, and the capture 
_ of every wagon at one time seemed almost 
inevitable. I had just one day before, sent 
out three wagons loaded with supplies for 
our field agents. To hunt up these six 
corps wagons, was an awful task. However, 
I succeeded, got them into line, and then a 
retreat commenced as I never had seen 
before. Over hills.and rocks, through 
ditches and ravines, the trains went to the 
rear at a furious speed. The pioneer corps 


had in some places to cut us a road through . 
- the woods, as the pike could not be used 


on account of the enemy’s artillery fire, 
which was very heavy. However, the whole 
army train reached Winchester in safety. 
My wagons and every particle of stores are 
safe. Near Newtown, about seven miles 
south of Winchester, one of our loaded 
wagons broke down. By dint of hard 
work and strong exertion, we had the goods 
rapidly unloaded, and put in one of the 
empty wagons, losing nothing but a barrel 
of dried apples, which was knocked to 
pieces, and had to*be abandoned. Reach- 
ing a point about two miles south of Win- 
_ chester, the trains awaiting further orders 
parked on both sides of the road, I ordered 
our Own wagons out of the line, and had 
them brought into town in charge of Col. 
~ Fach, with instructions to keep the loaded 
wagons untouched, and to have all our 
empty ones (five) ready at a moment’s no- 
tice, with the horses harnessed. To the 
store-house [ sent instructions, to quietly 
pack away all valuable articles, and to keep 
delicacies on hand, to be hurried over to 
the hospitals and lady visitors, in case it 
should have to be evacuated. Seeing all 
my train safe, (the broken wagon included, ) 


I returned at once to the front, falling in’ 


very soon with General Fessenden, and we 
both, without even an orderly, pushed for- 
ward again to the line of battle. My object 
was to ascertain exactly the condition of 
our army, and the probabilities for an eva- 
cauation, or for a renewed battle to-morrow 
morning. Iam inclined to believe in the 
latter, as the bulk of the stragglers were 


In a starving condition. 
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driven out of Winchester by the provost 
guard, and returned to their corps, and as 
up to this late hour (midnight,) no indica- 
tion of a retreat has appeared as yet. What- 
ever may happen, the circumstance shall not 
find me wanting. 

» At day-break to-morrow morning; I shall 
return to the field with oné or two loads of 
such stores as. are most needed on the 
battle-ground. * * * 

I have furnished to the hospitals, a daily 
and quite large supply of poultry, butter, 
egos, apple-butter, honey, buttermilk, &c. 
Besides, the Commission furnishes to the 
wounded on their way to Martinsburg food 
and stimulants, as these poor fellows very 
often are hurried away without a proper 
supply, and would arrive in Martinsburg 
Soft bread, ham, 
dried beef, chocolate, etc., constitute those 
supplies. 

Four of our teams with wagon-master 
Clarke, are at Martinsburg. If the arm 
does not fall back I shall expect them up 
to-morrow, with some of the needed goods. 

We have no reliable information as yet, 
as to the total number of our wounded in 
to-day’s battle, however it must be large; 
we keep there a sufficient stock of stores at 
my disposition. * * * 

Please do not forget the postage stamps. 
We are conducting here the post-office for 
this whole army, and the number of letters 
forwarded daily averages between two or 


three thousand. * * * 


From G. A. MUHLECH. 
Harper’s Ferry, Va., 
October 23, 1864. 

Returning late in the evening from the 
field of battle, 1 ascertained that but the 
slightly wounded men would be brought to 
Winchester, while all the severe Gases had 
to be left at Newtown, where a large field 
hospital was established in great haste. 
As in almost every case, so here again the 
government supplies were scanty and en- 
tirely inadequate. Long lines of ambu- 
lances were coming in every quarter of an 
hour, until the hastily erected hospital 
tents and every house of the village were 
crowded with wounded men. Large num- 
bers. were stretched out along the sidewalks, 
without straw, and many, even without a 
blanket to cover them. Giving the spur to 
my horse, | hurried back?’ to Winchester 
and ordered a wagon to be ready at day- 
light, to start for Newtown with such stores 
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as were most immediately needed. Harly 
‘next morning Mr. Knowlton (a very excel- 


lent young man) left in charge of a very 
heavy load of assorted goods. He had in- 
structions to ascertain more fully the wants 
at Newtown by conferring with the surgeon 


in charge; also to stay and assist in the: 


distribution of these goods, He was ex- 


- pected back in the evening next day; had, 


however, not arrived yet when IT left for 
Martinsburg. I trust he may not have 
met with any accident. 


Friday last. (21st inst.) will be long re-_ 


membered by our whole Sanitary household. 
Karly in the morning I received informa- 
tion that about two thousand of our brave, 
bleeding boys were expected to pass through 
Winchester, on their way to Baltimore. f 
proceeded at once to the Medical Director’s 
Office, for the purpose of inquiring whether 
all the necessary arrangements had been 
made for feeding and providing these men 
on their long journey. Though assured 
that orders had been given to have 2,000 
rations cooked for them, I felt strongly in- 
clined to think that there might be some 
delay. Accordingly, I had a large number 
of wash-boilers brought to our mess room, 
with a sufficient quantity of sugar and coffee, 


* and our cooks went to work at once. Medi- 


a“ 


cal Purveyor Dr. Shields, our friendly 
neighbor, gladly put his own store at my 
disposal, and another large quantity of cof- 
fee was prepared by us there, too; finally I 
made an appeal to Mrs. Brittain for the 
same purpose, and that lady, also, willingly 
lent a helping hand. I next went to the 
baker shop, securing there one thousand 


loaves of soft bread. In the meanwhile I” 


had ordered up the whole force of my corps, 
and given them instructions for a system- 
atic distribution among the different divi- 
sion trains of ambulances. Every hand was 
now busy. Some looking to the coffee, 
which had to be carried, boiling, several 
squares; others carrying large armsful of 
bread; others again cutting ham and dried 
beef in large quantity. It was about 5 
o’clock when the head of the endless line 
of ambulances came in through the main 
street. Those of the 6th Corps stopped 
right in front of the Taylor Hotel and of 
our store rooms, while the different divi- 
sions of the 8th and 19th Corps filed into 
the steeets of their respective hospital head 
quarters. And now the work of charity 
commenced. Darkness had meanwhile set 
in; the streets were entirely blocked up with 
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double lines of ambulances. Hundreds of 
lanterns and flickering lights were passing 
to and fro; men were rushing into houses 
and stores for aysistance, or demanding 
some article pressingly needed. Our. own 
room presented the spectacle of a motley 
living mass. Officers of all ranks, surgeons, 
nurses, well men and wounded, all crowded 
the limited space, anxious to reach the 
Commission’s help either for themselves or 
for some comrade and dear friend. It was — 
indeed, a task more difficult and trying than 
I had yet met with, to help and direct on 
all sides; however, thanks to the noble be- 
havior of our own agents, of some true citi- 
zens, (who offered me their assistance, ) and 
of half a dozen of brave boys of the 87th 
Mass., (in garrison at Newtown,) the Com- 
mission’s great and sole object—to brighten 
this dark hour was attained and well ful- 
filled. Not an ambulance was slipped. Two 
detachments of agents with assistants passed 
along each line of ambulances, some dis- 
tributing coffee, others soft bread, others 
again ham, dried beef, chocolate, | etc. 
When our coffee had given out we fell back 
on milk punch which was exceedingly 
relished. ~Thus we worked, one and all, 
until ten (10) o’clock at night. By that 
time all the poor sufferers were fed, their 
wounds dressed, and then this immense 
train, loaded with maimed soldiers, took up 
again its long and dreary march towards 
the Potomac. The night was bitter cold 
and rainy. Many wounded were shivering 
with cold; as far as any means reached. 1 
distributed blankets, quilts, towels, hand- 
kerchiefs, etc., etc.. At a late hour Dr. 
Blaney again called on me for stimulants. 
The Medical Department had whiskey, bnt . 
only in barrels, and distribution in ‘such a 
form and under such circumstances was 
impracticable. Again the Commission 
proved a saviour. . 
Never shall I forget the ghastly sights of 
that October night! neyer the groans and 
moanings of that living mass of mutilated 
soldiers, fighting, no longer the foe, but 
agony and death. Many, very many, I 
grieve to say it, were in no condition to 
bear transportation to such distant points 
and over such rough and broken roads. 
What did I find on my arrival at Mar- 
tinsburg? No cooked rations, no stimu- 
lants, no covering for these shivering, half- 
dead men! Helpless, Dr. Hayes ran about, 
not knowing how or where, to find assist- 
ance. Information of the arrival of this 


% 


cM 





immense train only reached him, when the 
head of the column was almost on the out- 
skirts of the town. Beit said to his honor, 
all that was within human power, was done 
by this officer, to help and alleviate. He 
was faithfully assisted by Mr. Westcott and 
myself. Lam happy to state that he re- 
ceived the assistance of the Commission 
with profound gratitude. very drop of 
stimulant, every cracker, the last quilt, or 
blanket, were put at his disposal. Large 
numbers of wounded were carried into pri- 
vate houses, fed, dressed and tenderly cared 
for. Well may the Union feel proud of 
Martinsburg—well may feel proud her noble 
daughters! Nor do I draw a line between 
Union people and their political foes—they 
all did nobly, and their conduct will be for- 
ever recorded in the grateful hearts of 
thousands. 

The hay previously forwarded by Mr. 
Bannister to Martinsburg, proved truly a 


. God-send; however, the quantity was alto- 


gether insufficient. Not an armful of hay 
or straw were obtainable in all the town. 
I would gladly have paid any price, had it 


, only laid in our power to get it. 


A letter from Dr. Harris reached me on 
the very day. when [ left Winchester. It 
was the pressing, absolute necessity of get- 
ting supplies at once and in large quanti- 
ties, which directed me to hasten to Martins- 

. burg personally, in order to get telegraphic 
communication with you. * * * 

I accompanied the sad “ éortege,’ and 
after a gloomy, mournful ride on horseback, 
lasting all night, we reached Martinsburg 
yesterday morning at 8 o'clock. * * * 


From S. BrapLey Westcort. 
MARTINSBURG, October 15, 1864. 


We arrived at this place on Friday, 
September 30, and found that we had 


_ been assigned a store-house, which upon 


examination proved to be inadequate to our 
need, but upon application to Capt. Wray, 
Quartermaster, we were through his kind- 
ness assigned a very finely situated and 
commodious store, in Granatham Hall build- 

ing on King street, which we now occupy 
as office and supply depot, retaining the 
other as a store-house. 

We are greatly indebted to the officers 
in charge at this post, and their assistants 
for many acts of kindness and courtesy, 
Since we have been stationed here. * * * 

We forwarded to Winchester, October 
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4, six wagon loads; October 10, four 
wagon loads; October 15, eleven wagon 
loads. Seven of the latter were our own, 
and four were government wagons. 

We have also distributed a very large 
quantity of goods, both clothing and food, 
for the use of the sick and wounded, who 
pass through here from the front. We 
have also issued a limited quantity of clo- 
thing to individual soldiers, who were away 
from their commands and destitute of 
clothing. * * * ' 

The hospitals are visited by us on the 
arrival of the trains, and such,aid rendered 
as lays in our power, such as the adminis- 
tering of stimulants, aud to their wants as 


the case may demand, and our facilities 
eho Waren 7 


List of articles issued by the U. S.-Sanitary Com- 

_ mission at Winchester, Va., to hospitals and 
wounded men quartered in private houses, from 
September 21 to October 21, inclusive. 


Bed sacks....... Prout MODQ2 Crackers; LDS. ccc sae ojcies 8240 
Blankets (woolen)...... 516| Corn Starch, lbs........ 810 
Candlesticks. 4. s2ssi<c 54] Corn meal, barrel ...... 1 
Combs; mee. 'ec esos S44 Ext. Jamiaca ginger, bts. 718 
heVEN COAT BONca lee oe (hatin Lbaeee eh aes: 3 619 
CwshvOns aos. sce teuce 790| Jellies and preserves, lbs. 26 
Head-rests..........00. AON LieMON Sis ace athe aise el et 4730 
Knives and Forks...... 24) Maizena, Ibs.........2. 1015 
Medicine cups ......... 2a Nitmers. lsc. ces sete 3 
Musquito netting, pieces 26) Pickles, gallons........ 836 
Oil silk, pieces......... Dil treD POLLS -icragcre eel ate 22 
Pails; wooden... 20.6 sts 41| Porter, bottles ......... 432 
Pillows shiek see 495| Potatoes, barrels....... 3 
eu COROS sot sagenstuisiere 466| Rum, Jamaica, bottles.. 48 

SES UIC Sitarctetetercrs oe O95 nSalt, Bish, |Sseses.s cess c 40 
Cui lits Sts ie petra ts re 369) Sugar, white, lbs:...... 625 
Sheets..... aia estere © Oaei0c8 228 So DROW D5 MOS hececte i025 
SPLWMCWPS sexes se cames ce '19| Tamarinds, kegs........ 2 
SPOONS COZ sete missiciieieras Qo Teas black, IDs: yacccas ¢ 165 
POW else. wrote eitcs sce otee IA Pies ereeni Lbs tse 6 oe 0 
Tinmempsss . cise ce aiat e's 998) Tobacco, smoking, lbs.. 306 
SPD AS VINS ott ate wislateis aioe 56 Le chewing, lbs.. 200 
SM PLALOS tobe sists ctetic were 600| Tomatoes, lbs.......... 64 
BLOOMS 2 a5 oi Bidaladies oes 23| Raspberry vinegar, bot. 12 
Camiless [DSi serine cls 40| Sherry wine, bottles.... 496 
Kerosene stoves, with Whiskey, botties....... 618 
CUM IGUTOS ss Sata shite Alcohol, bottles........ 4 
Drawers, cotton........ 824) Bandages, barrels...... 3 
ae woolen....... 1118] Bay rum, bottles....... 37 
Handkerchiefs...... 2.2740] Cologne, bottles........ 24 
Shirts: COLON i. ete ees 6 862] Crutches, pairs..>...... 243 
EOE WOOLEN eae a aicisia\s TOUGH ANS vaveis hats clas tors siatttwiels 132 
NOOK sercis cetvcccnce sisteeale DOA EGAMCS.Jnteis ctoicitiete ie o<.¢'s 29 
Blippers’scseies <ctcc se 260) Wanty DS ss:5 «cate ceonctee ee 240 
Socks, cotton, pairs... 2210 Magazines.......... quantity, 
oes WOOL Ms yeeue o: Old Linen, barrels...... 3 
Dried apples, lIbs....... 400} Reading matter....quantity 
Beef stock, lbs.......... O82 SLMSS es cas cigcice:s owes 89 
Blackberry wine or Soap el DStesnicites se soe. 282 
brandy, bottles..... ZO SPS ities emaree re «e's ole 366 
Canned meats, lbs...... 206), Sponges, Ibs... ...6ce0cee 2 
“ fruits, lbs 2.2. DOA PE LACE O CB nsiels cuties sare 3 
Fresh eggs, barrels..... 10) Adhesive plaster, rolls.. 5 
Dessicated eggs, lbs..... 382| Envelopes .......ede.: 14355 
Higwmoricey lbs) so%e< sar. Of Unk POllosea st; Ac. vss ee 22 
Extract of Vanilla, bot.. 12] Note paper, reams...... 49 
IBLOMING, (O%c.5.> sc.06-4.0 47| Pencils, dozens......... 28 
Chocolates bss. sne.s. 83714) Pen holders, dozens.... 53 
Coffee, ground, barrels.. 23g} Pens .............. quantity 
Condensed milk, lbs....3482! Mucilage, bottles....... 9 








“ Gq. A. Muxuecs, 
Supt. U. §. San. Com. Dept. W. Va. 
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LETTER FROM AN OBSERVER. 


Fieip.Hospirau, 3p Division, 2p Corp, 
Before Petersburg, Va. Oct. 21, 1864. 


A tour of inspection of some weeks in 
the armies operating against Richmond, 
with special reference to the religious and 
sanitary efforts made for our soldiery has 
impressed upon my mind some thoughts I 
wish to express. 

Reserving for another occasion my re- 
marks upon "the religious work, please note 
for the present the sanitary work of the 
Commission. The question whether such 
an institution is needed at all, has been set- 
tled long ago, and unanswerably. The 
blessings of thousands now living and 
actively serving their country, is upon it, 
and in the firm conviction that they could 
not have lived, except -for the sanitary 
stores, and kind and timely aid received 
through this organization. While the 
‘government makes a liberal and considerate 
provision for its soldiery, above what any 
other nation has made, and perhaps all 
that should be expected of it, there are yet 
many stores—delicacies for the sick, ecor- 
dials for the fainting, clothing for the 
wounded, which government ‘cannot fur- 
nish, or not in sufficient quantities, espe- 
cially in the frequent emergencies of so 
terrible a campaign as this one has béen. 
These»thousand things, which our gitizen 
soldiery had when at home, the Sanitary 
Commission furnishes to them in the 
field, and thus brings back to their mem- 
ories and hearts, the sweet ministries of 
wife, mother, sister, in the old home- 
stead. 
bility of their recovery if sick, and increases 
their value in the field, for it keeps bright 
and strong, the chain which binds them 
to their homes, and ever presents the dear 
ones for whom they are doing battle. 


FIELD HOSPITALS. 


_The Commission is of untold value in 
the field hospitals. The hospital is the 
saddest place in an army; it is also the place 
where you see the best side of our poor 
humanity. ‘Take, as an illustration of what 
the Sanitary Commission does for our men 
in hospital, a simple statement of the facts 
in one case. 

In the 8d Division Hospital of the 2d 
Corps, where all the government appoint- 
ments are admirable—Dr. Everts, Medical 
Director; Dr. Welling, Surgeon-in-charge, 
with able assistants; Chaplain Porter, caring 


This of itself doubles the proba-. 
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for the sanitary and religious interests, ex- 


-perienced and kind nurses, and all other 


provisions for the sick which government 
can make—there is still a wide field of 
action, blessed and greatly needed action— 
for this beneficent. society. There are 
brought a dozen of wounded men, into 
the hospital whose clothing has been cut 
to pieces, to get at their wounds for dress- 
ing. Here is needed immediately a dozen 
shirts and drawers, and some slippers, 
a half dozen hospital gowns, some caps 
for the head, paper, pens, envelopes, and 
a ready hand to speed a letter home, and 
tell the friends the facts in each case— 
All these the Sanitary Commission furnish. 
As soon’as the poor fellows are washed, 
their wounds dressed, and their clean gar- 
ments on, they want some cordial, tea, 
farina, or some ether delicacy furnished by. 
the Commission. And when about to re- 
turn to the field of action after recovery, 
they are destitute of needles, thread, but- 
tons, kerchiefs, socks, &e. These the ‘Conte | 
mission provides. Now suppose, as is the 
fact, that there has passed through one 
Division hospital since this campaign com- 
menced, four thousand wounded, and three 
thousand sick men, and that the ‘ereat mass 
of them needed and received more or less 
aid of this kind, and language cannot ex- 
press the amount of suffering relieved, com- 
fort afforded, encouragement given, and 
hope infused in hearts which greatly appre- 
ciate human sympathy. [am informed that 
above ten thousand dollars worth of sani- 


_tary stores have been furnished to those 


seven thousand sufferers mentioned above. 
A thousand blessings on the donors! And 
this only one specimen of its wide work. 


INDIVIDUAL RELIFF. 


A still more interesting, if not more im- 
portant part of the Commission’s work, con- 


sists in its personal ministrations not only 


to the wounded and the sick but to the weary, 
worn, exhausted men in the trenches, on 
picket, on march, and especially in battle. 
Go for one day with Rev. John H. Vassar, 
who labors with the Commission in the 
3d Division of the 2d Corps, and note his 
labor of love. Early in the morning he 
fills his haversack with paper, envelopes, 
tea, needles, buttons, ginger, tobacco, and 
some tracts and papers, or testaments, and 
is off upon a tramp of six, eight or ten 
miles through camps,.artillery parks, forts, 
trenches, and even into the picket lines, in 


‘ 


front of the enemy. Here he asks for 
a cup of water, and gives in return paper 


and envelope, and a word of exhortation. 


that the soldiers may drink of the waters of 
eternal life. There he leaves tobacco, and 
tells the men not to be satisfied with earthly 
things. 
fellow who cannot write, all the while pray- 
ing that his name may be written above. 
There he whispers to a dying man of Jesus 
and his love—all the while pressing on, doing 
good in every way opened up, and winning 
upon himself and those who send him, grate- 
ful blessings. And now suppose a battle is 
imminent—an advance about to be made, 
Vassar hurries back to the station; the 
sanitary wagon is loaded with an assort- 
ment of all things needed for ‘the fearful 
emergency—horses are in readiness, and 
with the command “ march,” he is off, and 
close up to the marching, fighting men, 
and when the wounded begin to be borne 
back by tens or fifties, or hundreds, here 


oftentimes among the first-in the temporory © 


hospital are found the sanitary stores and 
their prompt agents. And a thousand dol- 
lars worth of needed stores administered at 
such a time, and by men of such large 
sympathies, and cheering, hopeful words— 
as is Vassar, and many other laborers—is 
worth ten times its cost, to the donors 
at home, and to the men who are succored. 
But my paper is filled. 

Tam aware that some say'that the Com- 
mission has received enough. Enough! 
Enough perhaps for this stupendous cam- 
paign so far, but without a constant and 
liberal income, it is impossible to carry 
forward so vast and beneficent a work. N 0, 
ng, not enough, till the rebellion is put 
down and every sufferer has been relieved 
as far as possible by the sympathies and 
benefactions of the loyal North. Nor will it 
do to say, that the supplies are not all placed 
in the hands of those for whom provided. 
There must be some expense in the distri- 
bution, and there may occasionally be some 
misuse. What human work is immaculate? 
Take it all in all, I doubt if ever so large a 
benefaction was so well administered. Only 
let active, earnest men, to go personally to 
the needy, and give with their own hands be 
increased, and the system will be near per- 
fection. J. M. Stevenson. 


Vor. I. No. 25 50 
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Here he writes a letter for a poor, 
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OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE CONCERNING 
EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS, 


WASHINGTON, 
October 6, 1864. 


Cox. Horrman, U.S. A. 


Com Gen. of Paroled Prisoners. — 


Srp :—The Sanitary Commission desires, 
with the approval of the Medical Depart- 
ment, to place an agent or agents with 
sanitary supplies on board such boats as 
may be sent south to bring back our ex- 
changed or paroled prisoners. The object 
would be to minister to the well being and 
comfort of our returning men, acting of 
course under the direction of the surgeon 
in charge. 

I would, therefore, respectfully request 
of you permission to place such agent or 
agents and supplies on board such boats. 

_ Respectfully, your ob’t serv’t, 
; Frep. N. Knapp, 
Associate Sec. 


OFFICE oF THE Com. GEN. OF PRISONERS, 
Washington, D. C., October 10, 1864. 
Frep. N. KNApp, 
Asso. Sec. U.S. San. Com., Washington, D. C. 


Srr :—Your application on behalf of the — 
U.S. Sanitary Commission of the 6th inst. 
requesting authority to send an agent or 
agents with sanitary supplies, on board the 
steamers which are about to be despatched 
to Charleston or Savannah, to receive in- 
valid paroled prisoners, the object being to 
minister to the necessities and comfort of 
the returning men, has been laid before the 
Secretary of War, and I am directed to in- 
form you that. the application is granted. 

The steamers, four or five probably, are 
expected to leave Fort Monroe the latter 
part of this week, under the orders of Maj. 
Gen. Butler, Commissioner for Hxchanges, 
who will be informed of the permission 
granted to you, and will, no doubt, afford 
you every facility for carrying out your 
benevolent design. 

Very respectfully, your obd’t serv’t 

W. HorrMan, 


Col. 3d Inf’ty, Com. Gen. Prisoners. 


: 
OUR PRISONERS, 


The following extract of report to Mr. F. 
N. Knapp, Associate Secretary, on supplies 
to our prisoners, made by Dr. M. M. Marsh, 
Agent, will be read with peculiar interest : 


In June last, the authorities in Charles- 
ton, allowed us to send such supplies as 
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individuals desired. The facilities for trans- 
portation were limited, but I think, allow- 
ed to the extent the enemy could afford. 
Having no memoranda with me, an exact 
statement of the number of times ‘and quan- 
tities sent, cannot be given; but through 
the month of July and to the 18th “of 
August, supplies were forwarded to indi- 


vidual prisoners who distributed them at 


discretion, and returned receipts for~ the 
same through the Confederate authorities. 

About this time a regular system of inter- 
course was instituted by the appointment 
of Commissioners of Exchange. Col. Wood- 
ford by Major General Foster, and Col. 
Lay, by Major General Samuel Jones, on 
the part of the enemy. Both are honor- 
able and high-minded men, who have ac- 
complished all that the embarrassing cir- 
cumstances always attending exchanges, 
and so little comprehended by the Bape, 
would permit. 

Col. Woodford’s zeal to relieve the neces- 
sities of our unfortunate men, has abun- 
dantly testified to the’ discretion of the 
Major General commanding in his appoint- 
ment, while Col. Lay, has done all his posi- 
tion would permit to second the efforts of 
our own commissioner. 

Our method has been to take receipts for 
supplies from the Confederate commissioner, 
having invoiced them to some prisoner per- 
sonally known to us, requesting him to 
distribute to those most needy, and. by 
letter acknowledge to us the receipt of the 
goods. Acknowledoments of these. issues 
have usually been promptly returned, and 
for the satisfaction of the donors, we are 
happy to state that in all probability, a very 
large per cent. of supplies, have reached our 
men so sadly needing them. 


ARTICLES ISSUED TO PRISONERS. 


The aggregate amount forwarded to officers 
and privates in Confederate prisons, irrespec- 
tive of issues to those exchanged, stands thus 
—83,500 pairs woolen socks, 4,370 woolen 
shirts, 3,250 pairs woolen ‘drawers, 4,500 
handkerchiefs, 4,500 towels, 190 coats, 123 
vests, 1,000 pairs pants, r ,000 do. hoes, 
1,000 hats, 2,000 blankets, 733 bed ticks, 
1,000 pillow ticks, a quantity of needle 
books, pin cushions, soap, combs, stationery, 
games, abdominal bandages, stimulants and 


fn ware. 20 bbls. soft crackers, 1,000 Ibs. 


corn starch, 1/000 lbs. farina, 75 Ibs. arrow |. 


root, 1,000 ibs. beef steak, 1,000 lbs. canned 
tomatoes, 500 Ibs. chocolate, 200 lbs. cocoa, 


1,000 Ibs. coffee, 140 Ibs. tea, 180 gallons 
pickles, 250 Ibs. jellies, 11 bbls. dried fruit, 
144 lbs. lemon juice, 10 lbs. pepper, 10 
Ibs. mustard, 6 dozen bottles extract of 
einger. . 

Since the above issues, we have received 


8,000 blankets, 2,000 shirts, 2,000 pairs 


drawers, 2,000 pairs socks, 1,000 pairs shoes, 
2,000 pairs pants and 1,000 blouses, a large 
portion of which, if not all, has previous to 
date, been issued and received by our un- 
fortunate men at different places within the 
Confederate lines. 


The cash value of these supplies will 
exceed $65,000. 

The above list is irrespective of the ex- 
tensive and valuable invoice selected by 
the Associate Secretary, Mr. F. N. Knapp, 
and forwarded to the Department of the 
South, in anticipation of a general exchange 
of prisoners. / 


Thus can be seen at a glance the amount 
of relief work performed in this Department 
in a brief space of time. ,The manner of _ 
doing this work has already been detailed. 


The assistance received from the mili- 
tary authorities, I gratefully acknowledge. 
From the Major General commanding to 
the laborer on the wharf, all have lent a 
willing hand. 

Were evidence needed: of the soldiers 
active sympathy with suffering, here it is | 
overwhelming. Brother could § ‘not do more 
for brother, than officer and private, have 
done each in his place, in all our undertak- 
ings. 

‘From our first coming here, the Quarter- 
master’s Department, has furnished all 
needed transportation, and often to its own 
manifest inconvenience, and has now added 
to the obligations previously imposed upon 
the Commission. 

When these tens of thousands of sufferers 
were thrown upon the Commission, and our 
large stock of supplies was rapidly being 
exhausted, Capt. Lamb, A. Q. M., at a re- | 
duced valuation, supplemented us from his 
own stores, and in preparing and urging 
forward ‘supplies, evinced a benevolence of. 
heart ard energy of action, that should be 
known to all whose privations he assisted 
to lessen. 


Tue following from Dr. Blake, concerns 
Prisoners in Texas : 
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From Dr. Georae A. BLAKE. 
New Orupans, October 14, 1864. 


Mr. Stevens arrived last Saturday. An 

exchange of prisoners will occur within a 
few days near the mouth of the Red River, 
and he will accompany the Commissioner 
of exchange on the trip. As some of our 
prisoners will be obliged to march from 
Camp Ford, in Tyler, Texas, to Alexandria, 
La., about one hundred miles, and others, 
crowded on transports, to come down Red 
River, more or less of them will become 
used up, and require attention. He will 
take with him stimulants, milk, beef-stock, 
crackers, &c., articles easily preparéd and 
easily dispensed. * * * — 
_ I had an interview this A. m*, with Col. 
Vollum, Medical Inspector, on Gen: Canby’s 
staff, by his request. He expressed him- 
self very favorably towards the Commission, 
and wished me to report to him at the end 
of the month, the amount of vegetables 
issued from our store-house. I asked him 
if he had visited our ‘‘ Home” in the city, 
he replied, ‘Oh, yes, I have been all over 
it, spent many a day there, because | heard 
some complaints against it, but I found it 
an excellent institution.” In view of a con- 
centration of troops in the region of Mobile, 
there must be considerable passing of troops 
to and fro, between here and there, via the 
Lake. The boats will land at Lakeport, 
and as there is no accommodation there for 
rest or provision, [ have concluded to 
establish a ‘‘ Lodge” at that place. I con- 
sulted with Col. Vollum about it, and he 
endorsed that it be done at once. [I shall 
go there to-morrow, and secure a building 
if possible. 

I have opened a correspondence with a 
Confederate chaplain, with a view of esta- 
blishing an agency in Texas, for the relief 
of our prisoners there. * * * 


AN OFFICER’S TRIBUTE TO THE SANITARY 
COMMISSION. 


The following is an extract from’a private 
letter of a Rhode Island cavalry officer : 


The Sanitary Commission is doing ‘won- 
ders. Volumes could be written in its praise, 
and fall short of justice. Its agents are 
everywhere at all times; none seem tired, 
none rude, none impatient. No call goes 
unheeded, no suffering unalleviated within 
their means. They are amply provided with 
everything. Every dollar expended by them 
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is returned an hundredtfold. And of the 
female nurses who have so nobly sacrificed 
every comfort of home for the stern duties 
they are fulfilling, what can be said? Ex- 
posed daily, hourly, to the most disgusting, 
abhorrent scenes, shocking to the senses, 
revolting in the last degree under any other 
circumstances, these angels of mercy go 
about their duties as quietly and steadily as 
about common household affairs. Oh, if 
you could see the wistful, longing faces up- 
turned, as these nurses come along, loaded 
with nutritious soups, chicken broth, nice 
soft bread and butter, jellies, preserves, Xe. 
wine, brandy, lemonade, milk-punch, egg 
nog, each given to the proper case, and the 
silent grateful look of those too weak to 
speak, the heartfelt thanks of those who 
can, your heart would melt with pity and 
love, and you would say to your sisters and 
brethren at the North, send money, send 
money, send anything to'the Sanitary Com- 
mission. 


SUSQUEHANNA COUNTY, PA. 

The official report of the late Council of 
women for this county, is not yet received. 
We hope to have it forthe next number of the 
Bulletin. The following resolutions, which 
were unanimously adopted, we clip from 
the Independent feepublican, of Montrose, 
for October 25: 


Resolved, That we regard the labors of 
the Sanitary Commission, as second in im- 


‘portance only to the actual service of the 


soldiers in the field, and that our confidence 
in its efficiency increases more and more, as 
we become thoroughly acquainted with its 
operations. 

Resolved, That sympathy, encouragement 
and substantial aid, are due from every one 
who loves his country, to the noble women 
of our Soldier’s Aid Societies, who,? with 
great toil and sacrifice, are engaged in the 
glorious work of relieving the sufferings of 
our beloved brethren, the soldiers who have 
gone to fight for us, the battles of freedom 
and civil liberty. 

Resolved, That we tender to the gentle- 
men and ladies from Philadelphia, who 
have addressed us this afternoon and even- 
ing, our sincere thanks for the valuable 
information which they have communicated 
to us, and the encouragement they have 
given us, which shall only stimulate us to 
greater efforts in this good work in the fu- 
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ture, and until a righteous peace shall be 
established in our beloved land. 
The assembly then sang the L. M. Dox- 
ology and dispersed. 
C. C. HALSEY, 
qT. Nicavnans | Secretaries. 


G. A. JESSUP, 


” 


OBJECTIONS. 


Our friends sometimes write to ask how 
they shall answer certain objections that are 
made to the Sanitary Commission, by per- 
sons who claim to be entitled to credit in 
their respective neighborhoods; and while 
we invariably answer such communications 
promptly, we think a notice here, of two or 
three objections that have come to our 
knowledge within a day or two, may be 
well. 

A friend sends us from Chautauqua county 
in New York, a note, with a slip from the 
Fredonia Censor, which contains the fol- 
lowing statement : 


In looking over the Censor of the 24th ult. 
T see you advise the people of Chautaqua to 
pick, dry and send all the berries to our men 
down here, through the Sanitary Commis- 
ston. This, Igvould six months ago have 
approved, ind osited with you im recom- 
mending, but now, seeing how things go at 
the very headquarters of the whole establish- 
ment, I would, and will use every means in 
my power to keep wt from them, especially 
the part of country where my own friends live. 
It is now a regular cheating place. Honesty 
and patriotism are known by their men 


here no more. An easy life with a plenty of 


money .in their pockets, is thought much 
more of, than the poor soldiers who are su/- 
fering. This same Sanitary Commission 
was once a noble thing, and a great amount 
of good was derived from it, but tt 1s now 
as bad, as it was then good. 

The only authority for these statements 
is a certain J.C. B. IfJ.C. B. will make 
his complaints over his own proper signa- 
ture, and give us the evidence to prove the 
eheating of which he complains, and show 
how the honesty and patriotism of all the 
men at‘headquarters has vanished within 
he past six months, and tell who the men 
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are, he will be doing a service to the cause. 
If, however, he makes these assertions with- 
out being frank enough to avow himself, the 
good people of his own county will not give 
credit to his accusations. Our friends need 
never concern themselves about charges or 


_ complaints against the Commission that are 


not substantiated by proper authority. True 
men who have the interest of the cause at 
heart, who love the soldier and desire to 
see his wants supplied, are never afraid to 
be seen and known, in any attempt to cor- 
rect or remove evils, which they may hon- 
estly think stand’in the way of the cause. 


Another letter comes from Bradford 
county, Pa., complaining that a chaplain 
from the army had publicly opposed the 
Sanitary Commission in his county, and 
had discouraged the Ladies Aid Society 
from contributing any more to the soldiers 
through that channel. His complaint was, 
that the “contributions of the people rarely 
reach the suffering soldier, but that the offi- 
cers of the army who control these sanitary 
stores, appropriate them to their own use, 
and leave the private soldier to. dite am 
his destitution and want.” 


We assure the Society at Leraysville, in 
Bradford, that they may continue in their 
noble work without discouragement, if they 
will trust to their own good impulses, and 
their past experience. ‘N 

When officers return from the army and 
say, that they—the officers—use the sup- 
plies that are given to them for the soldiers 
by the Commission, there need be no blame 
attached to the Commission. We are con- 
fident however, that the chaplain is in 
error about the supplies to soldiers not 
reaching them. In his own regiment it 
may,have been the case, and there may be 
other regiments where officers. are willing 
to misappropriate stores, but we believe 
from large observation and experience, that 
officers as a rule, do not so mis-apply what 
may be placed within their reach. 

The Commission has its own agents, who 


The Sanitary Commission Bulletin. 


789 





distribute to the men personally, when 
surgeons approve; and it would be absurd 
to suppose that all the vast stores which the 
people have sent to the army, could have 
been used by the officers, had every effort 
been made to induce them todoso. Our 
army is not composed of such men, as many 


persons would have us believe. The pri-. 


vate soldiers are such as the world has 
never before seen, for ‘valor, endurance, 
patience and confidence in the cause, and 
in their leaders. 

Our army surgeonsare men taken from our 
families and communities—men whom we 
have formerly entrusted with our own lives, 
and the lives of our kindred ; they have been 
strictly examined. before they entered the 
service, both as té*professional attainment 
and moral character, and are as a class, 
valuable men. | 

The Generals and subordinate officers, 
are such as have won the esteem and confi- 
dence of the people, and we are satisfied 
that no unfounded complaints—be they 
made by whom they may, will shake the 
confidence of the people in our army offi- 
cers, in our valiant men of the rank and 
file, or in the means that are being used by 
the Sanitary Commission to serve them. 

The good women of the land will work 
on, and in answer to such accusations as we 
have noticed, they will furnish ‘such facts 
as they may find in the present number of 
the Bulletin. Read the correspondence 
from the army, and you will learn how the 
supplies are distributed. 


COUNCIL OF SOLDIER’S AID SOCIETIES, 
New York, October 26, 1864. 


_ Dear Sir: Will you be kind enough to 
publish the enclosed Gircular of Invitation 
in the Bunierrn of November 1. The in- 
vitation is extended to all who are interest- 
ed in the care of the sick and wounded, and 
may, through the BULLETIN reach some 
persons who might not otherwise receive it. 

Very respectfully yours, 
Louisa Ler Scuuyter, 
Chairman Com. on Correspondence. 


U. S. SANITARY COMMISSION. 
WOMAN’S CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF RELIEF, 
10 and 11 Cooper Union, Third Avenue. 
New York, October 25, 1864. 
MapaM: A meeting of delegates from 
the Soldier’s Aid Societies of New York, 
Connecticut, Rhode Island, and parts of 
Massachusetts, Vermont and New Jersey, 
will be held in the Hall of the Cooper 
Union, on WEDNESDAY, THE 16TH DAY OF 
NOVEMBER NEXT, at 73 o'clock, RM. We 
hope that the Soldier’s Aid Societies of 


_ Canada will be also represented. 


Prof. Hitcucock, of this Association, 
will preside, and present our Semi-Annual 
Report. Dr. BELLows, recently returned 
from California, will narrate his experiences 
among the workers for the Soldiers there. 
Other gentlemen are expected to address 
the meeting. 

This invitation is extended to the mem- 
bers of Soldier’s Aid Societies, working not 
only through the Sanitary Commission but 
through every other agency, and to all per- 
sons interested in the welfare of our sick 
and wounded soldiers. We earnestly hope 
to have the pleasure of seeing you on this 
occasion, as well as the members of the 
Society you represent. Be kind enough to 
present this invitation to them as soon as 
you conveniently can, and also to give it a 
widely extended notice in your community. 
Please let us have an answer from you by 
November 10. 

Delegates are requested to wear a badge 
of narrow blue ribbon, on the left shoulder. 
Associate Managers will wear a red badge, 
and the ladies of the Board a white one. 

Associate Managers and Delegates are 
requested to meet the members of the Board 
in the Committee-room of the Cooper Union 
(entrance on 3d Avenue), at 6 o’clock on 
the afternoon of the day of meeting. They 
are requested to bring statistical reports of 
the entire work of their Societies from the 
beginning of the war. These reports will 
be entered on the records of the meeting, 
and upon the outside of each should be 
written the name of the Society, and the 
names of the delegates representing it. 
Written enquiries about any part of the 
work of the Sanitary Commission will be 
received at this time and transmitted to the 
speakers. 

The ladies of the Woman’s Central Asso- 
ciation hope also to have the pleasure of 
receiving their friends, at their rooms, in 
the Cooper Union, on Wednesday and 
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Thursday, the 16th and 17th of November. 
The books and store-houses of the Associa- 
tion will then be open for examination, and 
any desired information given in regard to 
our work. 

It is with great pleasure that we look 
forward to the prospect of meeting our fel- 
low-workers—-many of you the well-tried 
associates of three-and-a-half years—face to 
face. It will give a new impulse to our 
work, and we trust that when we separate 
it will be* to go back to it refreshed and 
strengthened. 

Very respectfully yours, 
ELLEN COLLINS, 
Louisa LEE ScHUYEER, 
_ANGELINA Post, 
CAROLINE LANE, 
CATHERINE NASH, 

Committee of Invitation. 


A PILLOW. 


* A dairy woman on a rented farm, with 
a dozen cows to milk, a little less than 
a dozen children to feed and clothe, and a 
house-full of work to do beside, and in a 
neighborhood among the cold hills, where 
the church and school, and Soldiers Aid 
Society, make up the whole of the outside 
life, cannot be expected to do what some 
some people would call much for soldiers, 
who are hundreds of miles away; but yet 
We know 
of one, who had two nice pillows, for a nice 
new baby. The geese had contributed the 
best of feathers, and the good mother had put 
them into sacks, and trimmed them neatly 
for her little nursling. One of the pillows 
was old, and the other was new—made new 
for the new little soldier, whose field was 
the nursery floor, and whose fortress was 
the cradle. The Aid Society met, and the 
dairy woman found time to meet with them, 
but she could not do much beside work, 
and believe and pray. One day however, 
she looked upon the little soldier in his 
little fortress, and said, ‘‘the new pillow 
shall go to some suffering soldier in the 
distant hospitals. Baby may keep the old 
one, but the new, the best, the softest, it 
shall go to the Union soldier.” 


such women do a great deal. 
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WASHER-WOMAN. 

She lived in a little home, with but few 
neighbors around her. Her chief income 
was derived from the washing she did for 
a well-to-do family near by; but she joined 
the Aid Society, for she could sew, as well 
as wash.. She wanted to give something 
beside her labor and love, however, but 
what should she give? She gathered her 
little fruit crop,—scherries, currants and all, 
and dried them for the sick and wounded 
ones, who were defending her little home. 
She would not give a part only—but all. 
Every cherry and currant, that was spared 
from the drying, was packed away, and 
marked for the Sanitary Commission to 
send to soldiers. A friend expostulated, 
and begged her to kegp a share for her 
winter store. ‘Oh! no; I do not need 
them, and the gift is very small!” Her 
all of little domestic luxuries—very small. 
Think of it, Girards and Astors, and all 
who have more than plenty. 


AN ARAB CHIEF. 

Yanni—a Christjan Arab, makes an offer- 
ing to the Sanitary Commission, from his 
Prepared orange flowers, 
are a delicacy in his land, for the sick and 
His new religion teaches him 
that sickness and wounds, and want, in 


Eastern home. 
suffering. 


other lands besides his own, claim the sym- 
pathy of a common brotherhood, and Yanni 
sends his contribution marked over his Sigg 
nature, for the U. 8. Sanitary Conia 
His message is, ‘‘ You give good gifts to 
us, and we give good gifts to you.” 


HORSE-RADISH. 

An interesting incident is related by a 
friend of Susquehanna county, Pa. A good 
woman who had but very little of this 
world’s goods, determined that she must do 
something to make the soldier comfortable, 
and thus prove her interest in the cause of 
her country. She looked about her humble 
home, and saw but little—very little, that 
she could send to the front. But, thought 
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she—there’s my horse-radish patch, and per- 
haps some of that may help to season the 
course food, and make the boys think of 
home. So she dug up her horse-radish, 
grated it finely, stowed it away in jars, 
until her little store measured two gallons. 
She trudged away with this over four miles 
of mountain road, and left it with the neigh- 
borhood Aid Society, to be sent away with 
the stores of the Sanitary Commission. It 
was not much in comparison with the great 
cargoes that are sent to the soldiers, but it 
was her own offering of what she had, out 
of her little, and will doubtless add a whole- 
some relish to the humble viands of the 
“boys,” while the consciousness of having 
a part in this great work, will be the donor’s 
reward. | 1 


VOICES FROM THE COUNTRY. 


LITTLE Fatns, N. Y.—The work of the 
Commission progresses. A lively interest 
created by a recent gathering of the people. 

Rome, N. Y.—An excellent Aid Society 
in active operation. ‘ 

HERKIMER ViLLAGE, N. Y.—A Teach- 
er’s Institute for the county, listens to and 
considers the wants of the soldiers, and 
makes itself'a channel of information in their 
behalf. 

CeDARVILLE, N. Y.—Society reorgan- 
ized and in good tune for work. 

» West Winrretp, N.- Y.—Gives fine 
promise of good results for the Commission. 


A correspondent from Western New York. 


states in general terms, as follows: ‘“‘ New 
societies have been formed, and many who 
took no interest in Sanitary matters are 
aroused to exertion. I find the people will- 
ing to help, if they can only be assured that 
the supplies reach the front, and are distri- 
buted amongst the needy soldier boys. The 
ladies have made a great amount of black- 
berry cordial, and are now putting up pic- 
kles, and will save large quantities of dried 
fruit for the Commission.” 

TamAqua, Pa.—The work goes on well. 
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A flourishing society exists ‘and is indus- 
trious. 

PorTsVILLE, Pa.—lIs alive to the cause. 
It works industriously. Much more will be 
heard from there soon. 

WILKESBARRE, Pa.—The organization 
here is about taking a fresh start for the 
winter campaign. What they have done 
in the past will he duplicated hereafter. 


CapE Isuanp, N. J.—The society re- 
solved to go to work with renewed zeal. 

Caps May C. H., N. J.—Ditto. 

TownsEenD InuxEt, N. J.—A new society 
organized. Worthy and efficient Christian 
ladies have already commenced. 

GREEN CREEK, N. J—A_ new society 
formed. Plans matured for engaging the 
whole neighborhood in the cause. 

GosHEN, N. J.—A new society formed. 
The people much interested and a good 
promise of good fruit. 

Dennis, N. J.—tThe society stimulated 
and will do more work. 

SwEEpDsporo’, N. J.—A new impulse 
is given tothe Society here, and the earn- 
est people will be more earnest than ever. 


THE RIGHT RING. 

Extract from a letter of a late Chaplain 
in the Army of the Potomac to one of the 
Auxiliary Corps, who had invited him to 
enlist in the service of the Sanitary Com- 
mission. 


Though I parted reluctantly from the 
army and am home-sick to return, yet it 
seems without doubt best that I devote the 
coming winter to Hebrew and homilies. I 
am heartily sorry for it, for my heart wears 
the blue uniform, and is not easily retired 
from active service. If I live to see next 
summer, and the war goes on, I do not 
know what can keep nie away from the 
field. I had an offer of a captiancy of 
cavalry a few days ago, that well nigh 
dragged me from the pulpit. There is no 
business fit for a young man who is fit to 
live in these days, outside the army lines. 
I hope, sir, that you will be able to accom- 
plish all you aspire to in the way of making 
brave men strong for battle. 
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Wrappers for Hospitals Wanted, 


DIRECTIONS FOR MAKING WRAPPERS. 


The circular side of the collar is to 
| be sewed into the neck. The straight 
side turns over. In sewing in the sleeve 
the seam must be placed in the middle 
of the arm size behind, as per dot, in 
diagram. The pocket is to be felled on 
the inside. There are to be four but- 
tons in the front. This wrapper may 
be made of any cotton or woolen mate- 
rial, doubled. It will take from 9 to 
10 yards of any cloth, of calico width. 

With a little ingenuity, old pieces 
may be made to go a great way, by 
piecing the lining, and making collar, 
and facings for the sleeves and fronts, 
‘of different stuff from the outside. 







— 
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INDIVIDUAL RELIEF. 


List of sick and wounded soldiers, waited 
upon in transit between Washington and 
New York, for the fortnight ending, Octo- 
ber 15, 1864, by A. H. Trego, Courier, U. 


S. Sanitary Commission. 


NEW YORK. 


H. W., Co. A, 8th N. Y. Vols., Rockaway, 
wounded in both legs 

—P. O., Co. A, 61st N. Y. Vols., New York, 
sick. 

J.'C., Co.-H, 21st N. Y. Cav. Albany, 
wounded. 

J. H. H., Co. CO, 4th N. Y. Cav., Newark, 
wounded. 

J. W., Co. L, 14th N. Y: H. A., W. Wind- 
sor, leg amputated. 

M. J. H., Co. A, 121st N. Y. Vols., Albany, 
wounded. 

S. H. C., Co. B, 146th N. Y. Vols., Farm- 
ington, sick. 

6N. Y. iestdions: Brooklyn, legs off. 

6 officers of N. Y. and N. H. Regt’s wound- 
ed at Richmond. 

15 soldiers of N. Y., sick and wounded. 

3 officers, N. Y. Regts., badly wounded. 

Capt. S., Co. C, 12th N. Y. V., Ulster, 
badly wounded. 


MAINE. 
B. H. E., Co. K, Ist Me. Cav., Bath, fever. 
S. M., Co. F, 32d Me. Vols., Portland, 
leg off. 


B. W. P., Co. H, 9th Me. Vols., Dixmont, 
wounded. 

V. H., Co. I, 29th Me. Vols., Augusta, 
wounded. 


2 soldiers, Maine Regiments, Portland, bad 
wounds. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


J. T., Co. HE, 11th N. H., Boston, wounded. 

Peel eo A. 1 lik N.H.,-Derry, 
wounded. 

C. H. S., Co. F, 5th N. H., Clairmount, 
wounded. 

53 soldiers, lst N. H. battery, time out, 
discharged. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

J.N., Co. K, 22d Mass., Stutbridge, sick. 

A. W. A., 5th Mass. Battery, New Bed- 
ford, sick. 

21 soldiers, 5th Massachusetts Battery, 
Boston, discharged. 

Lieut. J. N. M., Co. D, 35th Mass., Wha- 
land, wounded badly. 


er 
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CONNECTICUT. 


3 Conn. soldiers, Hartford, wounded. 
J. W., Co. I, 1st Conn. Cav., Woodstock, 
helpless, paralytic. 


NEW YORK AND NEW ENGLAND. 


3 officers, N. H. Regts., wounded. 
15 soldiers, N. Y. & N. E. Regts., wounded. 
4 officers, N.Y.&N.E. Regts., wounded. 
17‘soldiers, N. Y. & N. E. Regts., sick and 
wounded, 
25 soldiers of New England Regiments, 
sick and wounded. 
Total, 192. 


SPECIAL RELIEF REPORT 
BY J. B. ABBOTT, 
For one week, ending Oct. 8, 1864. 


SPECIAL RELIEF OFFICE. 


Number of cases of discharged soldiers 
whose papers have been taken and 
acted upon, . aes) 

Number of Bounty cases taken, . sige 

Number of applications for back pay 
by sick and disabled soldiers in Hos- 


pital, . 16 
Number of applications for ration mo- 

ney received, 5 
Number of applications for back pay of 

prisoners of war, . 20 
Number of pension claims filed; . 44 
Number of claims for arrear of pay and 

bounty filed, . : : 8 
Number of claims for prize money filed, I 
Whole number of cases filed, . 124 
Whole number of cases adjusted, ae 
Amount collected on papers of 

discharged soldiers, . $4,586 97 


Amount collected on bounty 
cases, ; , ‘ et TDO- OU 
Amount of back pay secured to 





soldiers in Hospital, 1,099 56 
Amount of ration money col- 

lected, ; ; 14 25 
Whole amount collected and se- 

cured, ; . $7,450 78 

CASH ACCOUNT. 

Amount on hand date of last re- 

port, . $216 20 
Amount refunded, 20 65 
Expenditures, . 104 37 
Cash on hand Oct. Sth, 132 48 
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- HOMES AND. LODGES. 
Number of meals given to soldiers at 


Lodge No. 4, ; ; 2771 
_* Number of meals given to clerks and 
messengers, : . 3864 
Number of meals given to soldiers at 
Alexandria Lodge, 384 
Number of meals ery to soldiers’ 
friends, 160 
Number of meals given ‘to soldiers. 
and soldiers’ friends at the Home 
in Baltimore, 208 
Whole number of meals given, . 3887 
Whole number of lodgings furnished 
at Lodge No. 4, 461 
Whole number of lodgings furnished 
at Alexandria Lodge, 238 
Whole number of lodgings furnished 
at the Home in Baltimore, , Pee OL 
Total number of lodgings furnished, 770 


The report of the Soldiers’ Rest at Har- 
risburg, Pa., for the week has not yet 
reached me. 

Report of the Sixth street Lodge shows 
that nine steamers have arrived during the 
week, with more or less sick and wounded 
soldiers. 898 were furnished with food 
and stimulants from the Lodge, on their 
arrival, before being removed to the hos- 
pitals. 

A. H. Trego reports this week 146 sick 
and wounded soldiers waited upon, in transit 
between Washington and New York. 

There has been a larger number of sol- 
diers, who have suffered the loss of a leg or 
an arm, requiring assistance in adjusting 
their papers, or making their claims for pen- 
ions, this week than any previous week 
since the office was opened. 


For the week ending October 15th, 1864. 


Number of cases of discharged soldiers 
who have applied for aid in adjust- 
ing their papers and collecting their 
pay, received and acted upon, . 38 
Number of bounty cases taken, . eared. 
Number of cases of back pay for sol- 
diers in ce entered in jour- 


SHA 26 
Number of cases filed for the pay of 

prisoners of war, . 30 
Number of pension claims filed, . Oe 
Number of arrears of pay and bounty 

claims filed, : 8 
Number of prize money claims filed, 8 


Whole number of claims entered, . 185 
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Whole number of cases adjusted and 


allowed, : Rey Al 
Amount collected on discharge 

papers, $6,101 51 
Amount of back pay secured,. 1,092 73 
Amount of bounty collected, 425-00 
Amount collected for the farni- 

lies of soldiers who have be- — - 

come prisoners of war, 662 40 


Amount of prize money collected, 3,636 41 


$11,918 05 


The amount of work accomplished by the 
Homes and Lodges will not vary much from 
the result shown in last week’s report. 


CASH ACCOUNT. 


Whole amount secured, 


Cash on hand October 8th, . $182 48 
Cash received from Sanitary Com- 
mission, , ; . $160 00 
Expenditures, : : : . $156 74 
‘Cash on hand this date, - . $1385 74 
The average number of letters received 


per day, 50. 
The number written per day will not vary 
much from the number received. 





REPORTS OF LODGES AND CLAIM AGENCIES. 


BALTIMORE. 
A. E. Hasrines, Superintendent of “ Home for 
Invalid Soldiers,” Baltimore, Md., reports: as _ 
follows, for the week ending Oct. 9th; 1864. 


Number of meals furnished, * 3° 8208 
lodgings (45 ; Py ML) | 
“soldiers entertained, ‘ inf AT 
a oY friends entertained, iy, ize 

Whole number entertained, : = fo athe, See 

Medical attendance furnished, ~ ; “ 2 

‘Transportation at Government rates, : 8 

_ San. Com. expense, ; 1. 
For the week ending Oct. 16, 1864. 

Number of meals furnished, . ° . erat 1 
«lodgings Ue ; Api 4 | 
‘¢ soldiers entertained, : Pe 2: Si 
oF ‘¢ friends entertained, tt oe 
“ refugees entertained, ; : 1 

Whole number entertained, . ‘ «3 ies 

Medical attendance furnished, . : : 2 

Transportation at Government rates, eg 

y expense San. Com., —. 6 


ALEXANDRIA, VA. 


S. G. DoouirtLe, Supertaisadaal “ Alexandria 
Lodge,” reports the following for the week end- 
ing Oct. 8, 1864. 

Number of meals furnished sick and wound- 
383 


ed soldiers, . : 

‘¢ meals furnished friouaa of 
“soldiers, : : iy 
‘lodgings furnished, : - 64 
Whole number entertained, 234 
Be males, : : . 224 
“ females, ‘ : rd 
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For the week ending Oct. 15, 1864. 
Number of meals furnished sick and woun- 


ded soldiers, 300 

“ ~=meals furnished friends of sold- 
b 1ersy js. 78 

at lodgings furnished friends of 
soldiers, : 26 

“ lodgings furnished sick and 
wounded soldiers, 159 
Number entertained, . 167 
fis (of males, ,.. r . 159 
min of females,’'. . 3 ; : 8 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Howard MocPuerson, Superintendent Lodge 
No. 6, Washington, D. C., (6th street wharf) re- 
ports during the week ending Oct. 8, 1864, 
‘having supplied tea, coffee, crackers, and milk 
punch to 404 sick and wounded soldiers. 

During the week ending Oct. 15, 397 men were 
ministered to at this Lodge. 


Jas. ©. Freeman, Acting Superintendent 
Lodge No. 4, Washington, D. C., reports as fol- 
lows for the week ending Oct. 8, 1864. 





Number of-meals furnished to soldiers, . 2,771 
a : st “ clerks and 

messengers, ~ a 364 

Total number of meals furnished, . sroyrao 

N eee of lodgings furnished soldiers, . 454 
- clerks and 

messengers, . ; aly ike 7 

Total number of lodgings furnished, . 461 


Lor the week ending Oct. 15, 1864. 
Number of meals furnished soldiers and 


sailors, 2450 
“meals furnished clerks and 
messengers, . 344 
Total number of meals furnished, 2,794 
Nunber of lodgings furnished soldiers and 
sailors, 363 
“ lodgings furnished. clerks and 
Meceewoers. 7 
Total number of lodgings furnished, g 370 


BACK PAY AND BOUNTY. 


W. K. Neat, Superintendent Back Pay and 
Bounty Department, reports the following work 
for the week ending Oct. 8, 1864. 


Number of cases taken and recorded, 33 

es settled, . d : r 21 
Amount collected on 21 cases, $4,586 97 
Number of letters written in full, . 21 


as c naa 


part, (blanks) 2 
For the week ending Oct. 15, 1864, Mr. Read 
reports. 


Number of cases recorded, : , 38 
. a ‘settled, : ; 22 
Amount collected, $6,101 51 


Gro. W. Ranpuerrs, Superintendent ‘‘ Bounty 
Department,” Washington, D. C., reports as fol- 
lows for the week ending Oct. 8, 1864. 


Cases received and recorded, . 7 
petted... . *. ‘ , . 18 
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Amount collected, . $1,750 00 
Drafts sent, . ; : ; 21 
Amount (21 drafts), $2,321 O07 
Letters written, ‘ F ; é 21 

“ forms used, é RF vhs 7 


For the week ending Oct. 15, 1864. 


Cases received and recorded, . : 1 
oe petted. : , ‘ - 5 
‘¢ papers returned, . : ; 1 
Amount collected, $425 00 
Letters written, . : : , 20 
Drafts sent, . = hgh MS i 22 


Amount of drafts, $2,110 77 


PENSION AGENCY, WASHINGTON. 


Wa. P. Barry, Supt. Pension Agency, Wash- 
ington, D. C., reports for week ending October 
8th, 1864: 


Number of claims filed (pensions), . . 44 

at iH “, (arrears of pay), . 8 

a ff A “¢ (prize money), . 1 

Whole number of claims filed, we 53 
Number of claims completed and allowed 

by Commissioner of Pensions, . Aya 


Letters written in full ‘ 5 Swi 
‘© =e Blanks filled . 120 


Whole number letters sent, . . . 162 
: Ses peo Recelyed, 1 a 


For the week ending October 15th, 1864: 


Number claims filed (pensions), ; aee1.O0 
ee ph st arrears of pay, 4 4 
Number of claims (prize money), . 5 8 
Total number of claims, ; : Searou 
Claims for pensions allowed, . ‘ . 5 
tly 2S | DELLS MONE yeni . ; say PbO: 
Total claims allowed, . : SUELO 
Amount‘ of prize money collected, $3,636 41 
Letters written in full, ‘ : ° ene OO 


“ (blanks filled), : ; : mee. 00 


Whole number sent, : : : se VAN 
Lean wice eee, LeOCLV.ed:, 148 


J.B. Brown, Supt. “Back Pay and Prisoners 
of War Claim Department,” reports for week 
ending October 8th, 1864: 


Number cases taken back pay and 


hospitals, - : 16 

. I adjusted, 23 

Am’t. represented by adjusted cases, /$1, 099 56 

Letters written in full, . : 43 

ie ee (blanks filled), é 136 

Whole number, . $ . - 79 

Referred, ‘ 3 : : ; 66 
COMMUTATION OF RATIONS. 

Number of cases taken, . . ; 5 

. fe ast adjusted, : 3 


Amount collected on adjusted cases, $14 25 


PRISONERS OF WAR BACK PAY. 


Cases taken, . . , 20 
Total collected for week $1,113 81 


\ 
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OBJECTS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 


lst. To secure the soldiers and sailors and their 
families, any claims for pensions, pay, or bounty, 
etc., without cost to the claimant. 

ad. To protect soldiers or sailors and their Sapa 
from imposture and fraud. 

3d. To prevent false claims from being made 
against the Government. 

4th. To give gratuitous advice and information to 
soldiers and sailors or their families needing it. 


THE U.S. SANITARY COMMISSION, 


Was constituted by the Secretary of War in June, 
1861, in accordance with the recommendation of 
the Surgeon- General of the United States Army, 
and its appointment and plan of organization were 
approved by the President of the United States. 
Its present organization is as follows: 


H. W. Bellows, D.D., New York. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Washington, D. C.. 
F. L. Olmsted, California. 

George T. Strong, Esq., New York. 
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A, EH. Shiras, U. 8. A. 
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S. G. Howe, M.D., Boston, Mass. . 

©. R. Agnew, M.D., New York. 

‘J. S. Newberry, M.D., Cleveland, Ohio. 
Rt. Rev. T. M. Clarke, Providence, R. I. 
Hon. R. W. Burnett, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Hon. Mark Skinner, Chicago, II. 

Hon. Joseph Holt, Washington, D.C. 
Horace Binney, jr., Philadelphia, “Penna, 
Rev. J. H. Heywood, Louisville, Ky. 

J. Huntington Wolcott, Boston, Mass. 

Prof. Fairman Rogers, Philadelphia, Penna. 
C. J. Stijlé, Philadelphia, Penna. 

Ezra B. McCagg, Chicago, Ill. 





OFFICERS. 


H. W. Bellows, D.D., President. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Vice-President. 
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J. Foster Jenkins, M.D., General Secretary. 
J. S. Newberry, M.D., Associate Secretary. 
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STANDING COMMITTEE. 


Henry W. Bellows, D.D. 
George T. Strong. 

William H. Van Buren, M.D. 
Wolcott Gibbs, M.D. 

C. R. Agnew, M.D. 


HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 


The Sanitary Commission has made arrange- 
ments for supplying information gratuitously, 
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with regard to patients in all the United States 
General Hospitals. 

For information relative to patients in the Hos- 
pitals in New York, New Jersey, the New England 
States, Eastern Virginia, Maryland, District of Co- 

mbia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Florida 
and Louisiana, address « Office of Sanitary Com- 
mission, Washington, D. C.” 

For the Hospitals in Pennsylvania, address 
“ Office of Sanitary Commission, No. 1307 Chest- 
nut Street, Philadelphia.” 

For the Hospitals mm Western Virginia, Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, Iowa, Kentucky, Ten- 
nessee, Mississippi, and Arkansas, address “ Office 
Sanitary Commission, Louisville, Ky.” 

In all cases the name, rank, company, and regi- 
ment of the person inquired for should be given, 
and where he was when last heard from. If the 
application is by letter, the answer will be sent 
by return of mail; if in person, it will be answered 
at once; or if by telegraph, an answer will be re- 
turned immediately at the inquirer’s expense. 

pa@s-Soldiers’ Aid Societies, clergymen, editors, 
and others, can scarcely serve the cause of hu- 
manity more effectually than by frequently and 

widely disseminating a knowledge of the above, 
among those who have friends in the army. 


SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 


The Sanitary Commission, under special au- 
thority of the President of the United States, 
maintains an extensive system of agencies for 
securing. the safe conveyance to, and distribution 
of, goods put in its charge for the sick and 
wounded at points.where they are most wanted. 
It operates with equal care and generosity at all 
points—at New Orleans and at Washington, 
before Charleston and at Chattanooga—ifs dis- 
tributions being governed by a comparison of the 
wants of the patients in all cases. The following 
is a list of depots, to which auxiliary societies, 
and all disposed to aid the sick and wounded, 
without reference to States or localities, but sim- 
ply to their relative necessity for assistance, are 
invited to send their offerings: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST. 
CENTRAL DEPOTS OF COLLECTION. 


U. §S. Sanitary Commission, No. 18 West 
Street, Boston, Mass. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 11 Cooper 
Union, New York. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, State House, New 
-Haven, Conn. 

U.S. Sanitary Commission, No. 1307 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia. 


DEPOTS OF DISTRIBUTION. 


U.S. Sanitary Commission, No. 244 F Street, 
Washington, D? C. 
U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 46 Sharp 
Street, Baltimore, Md. 
U. 8. Sanitary Commission, Harper’s Ferry, Va. 
U. S. Sanitary Commission, Annapolis, Md. 
U. S. Sanitary Commission, Norfolk, Va. 
U.S. Sanitary Commission, City Point, Va. 
U. S. Sanitary Commission, Newberne, N. C. 
U. S. Sanitary Commission, Beaufort, S.C. 
U.S. Sanitary Commission, New Orleans, La 
‘Temporary Depots for distribution are estab- 


lished from time to time as necessities of the 
service require. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST. 


Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, corner 
Vine and Sixth Streets, Cincinnati, O. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 95 
Bank Street, Cleveland, ‘0. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 66 
Madison Street, Chicago, Il. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 2 
Adam’s Block, Buffalo, N. Y. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 59 
Fourth Street, Pittsburgh, Penna. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 32 
Larned Street, Detroit, Mich. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, Colum- 
bus, O. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, Fifth 
Street, Louisville, Ky. 


The Commission receives no pecuniary aid 
whatever from the Government, and is wholly 
dependent on the voluntary contributions of the 
public for the means of sustaining its operations. 
Contributions to the Treasury are solicited, and 
may be transmitted to George T. Strong, Esq., 
Treasurer, 68 Wall Street, N. Y. 


SPECIAL RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 


“Special Relief Office,” No. 389 H Street, 
Washington, D. C., where assistance is rendered 
in procuring Pay, Pensions, Bounty, Prize Money, 
and arrears of Pay and Bounty, and in various 
other ways. 

“The Home,” No. 374 N. Capitol Street, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

“Home for Wives, Mothers and Children of 
Soldiers,” 374 N. Capitol St., Washington, D.C. 

“Lodge No. 4,” for discharged soldiers, No. 
389 H Street, Washington, D. C. 

“Lodge No. 5,” near terminus of Washington 
aud Alexandria R. R., Maryland Avenue, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

‘« Lodge No. 6,” near Steamboat Landing, Sixth 
Street, Washington, D. C. 

“ Alexandria Lodge,” near terminus of Orange 
and Alexandria R. R., Alexandria, Va. 

“The Home,” Baltimore, Md. 

‘Home for Wives, Mothers and Children of 
Soldiers,” Annapolis, Md. 

“‘ Soldiers’ Loage,” Harrisburg, Pa. 

““ Special Relief Office,” New Orleans, La. 

“The Home,” New Orleans, La. 

Relief Rooms, 1307 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 


AGENCY FOR PENSIONS. 


William F. ae Pension Agent, Weaahing 
ton, DEC. 


HOSPITAL CARS. . 
Between Washington and New York—Sol. 
Andrews, M.D., Surgeon in charge. 
Between New York and Boston, via Springfield. 
Between Louisville and Chattanooga—Dr. J, 
P. Barnum, Surgeon in charge. 


SANITARY STEAMER. 
James River—Elizabeth, 
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BRANCH, 


BRANCH, 
No. 744 Broadway, NYENT LEGE& AR, | No. 19 Green Street, 
NEW YORK. WI M316 Cypstllge t BOSTON, Mass. 


\pHILADELPHIASSS . 
Important Information for Soldiers and Sailors who have lost Limbs+ 


7 


The *‘PatMER” ARM and Le@ are now furnished for the mutilated heroes of the Army and Navy, and I have the 
pleasure of presenting extracts from official letters from the Surgeon-General, which will gratify numerous applicants, 
who, in the past, have been led to believe that they must accept an inferior limb, or have no aid from Government. 


SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
WASHINGTON City, D.C.,. Dec. 12, 1863. 
Sir :—The Board of Medical Officers assembled in the City of Philadelphia, for the purpose of examining the different 
models submitted to them for an Artificial Arm, having reported * * * * * * * * 
IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE BoARD, WHEN A SOLDIER MAY DESIRE TO PURCHASE ‘‘ THE MORE 
ELEGANT AND EXPENSIVE ARM OF PALMER,” FIFTY DOLLARS WILL BE ALLOWED TOWARDS PAYMENT FOR THT SAME. 
By order of the Acting Surgeon-General. C. H. CRANE, Surgeon U.S.A. _ 


SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
; WaAsHINGTON City, D.C., Sept. 20, 1864. 
Sir :—In answer to your letter of the Ist inst., Iam directed to inform you, that the Report and recommendation of 
the Medical Board recently assembled in New York, to examine samples and models of Artificial Limbs, is not designed 
to supersede the recommendation of the former Board, s0 FAR AS REGARDS THE LIMBS MANUFACTURED BY YOU. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, by order of the Surgeon-Ceneral, 


W. C. SPENCER, Assistant Surgeon U.S.A. 
To B. FRANK. PALMER, LL.D., 744 Broadway, New York. Hay 





The Best PALMER LEG is furnished THE SOLDIER FREE. 
The Best PALMER ARM, for a SMALL ADVANCE. 
The Best LINCOLN ‘‘GOVERNMENT” ARM, FREE. 
Prices of the PALMER LIMBS not raised to OFFICERS and CIVILIANS. 


Apply in person, or by letter, at either of the offices. Address 


B. FRANK. PALMER, LL.D., 


President American Artificial Limb Co. 
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Adapted to every branch of business. 
MANUFACTURED ONLY BY THE ORIGINAL INVENTORS, 


E. & T. FAIRBANKS & CO,, St. Johnsbury, Vermont. 


PRINCIPAL WAREHOUSES: 


FAIRBANKS & CO., No, 252 Broadway, New York, 
FAIRBANKS: & BROWN, No. 118 Milk Street, Boston. ' 
FAIRBANKS, GREENLEAF & CO., No. 172 Lake Street, Chicago. 
FAIRBANKS & EWING, Masonie Hall, Philadelphia. 
FAIRBANKS & CO., No. 246 Baltimore Street, Baltimore. 


Descriptive Circulars furnished or mailed to any address, on application to either of the above. 
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CONTE ANTS... 





- COLUMBIAN’ BUILDING, 


CORNER WALI & NASSAU STs. 





Authorized Capital, - - - $5,000,000. 
Cash Capital, paid im,- - - $200,000. 





_ This Company issues on the most favorable terms, Policies of Insurance, 


WITH OR WITHOUT PARTICIPATION IN PROFITS, 


against loss or damage by fire, on Dwelling Houses, Stores, and all kinds of 
Buildings, and on Household Furniture and other Property, and on Vessels and 
their Cargoes, while lying in Port. 


Losses will be Promptly Adjusted and Paid. . 





DIiRAa CTO RH S. 


EDWARD ROWE, JOHN D. BATES, JOSEPH MORRISON, 


ALBERT G. LEE, FRED. H. BRADLEE, DAN’L W. TELLER, 
GEORGE MILN, EDWARD ‘C. BATES, HENRY J. CAMMANN, 
J. C. MORRIS, WILLIAM MACKAY, 8S. N. DERRICK, 
ROBT BOWNE, . BENJ. E. BATES, CHARLES HICKOX, 
EZRA NYE, B. U. MORRIS, Jr., N. 0. NIMS. 

a 


B. C. MORRIS, President. © 
WM. M. WHITNEY, Secretary. 
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OFrriCH OF TH =z 


Columbian (Marine) Insurance 


COMPANY, 
Corhds of Wall and Nassau Streets. 


CASH CAPITAL, - - - - - $1,000,000. 


From Statement for the Sixth Fiscal Year, ending December 31, 1863. 


Total Amount of Assets, January 1, 1864........0:..20-..+5esnsneeeee $3,140,930 8&0 
Total Amount of Premiums... /..2/..).050..:00 dob asnes os tence nn 3,202,256 76 
Hxeess of Harned Premiums over Losses, &C..........:ce.eeeecsesceeweeaetnats 1,137,063 83 
Reserve for Estimate Claims Unadjusted ‘and other Contingencies.... ...0-. 441,206 49 


Guaranteed Cash Dividend to Dealers, (holding certificates of same) on 
Paid Premiums Harned during ihe Year, whether Loss has Accrued 


ORDO ai eee seu ticle vee ccusslecescdybe tyes slit. ce ta dene eet cee: saa a 269,614 80 
Scrip Dividend to ‘Dealers, on Harned Premiums.............c.csseecseeseeees 15 per cent. 
Dividend for the Year to Stockholders .....5..00.2 a8 -s- accuse ae 26 per cent. 


LOSSES PAID IN COLD \ 


UPON RISKS ON WHICH THE PREMIUM IS PAID IN LIKE CURRENCY. 


DEALERS WITH THIS COMPANY will be allowed the option (to be 
signified at the time of application for insurance) of receiving in lieu of scrip, at the end 
of each year, RETURNS IN CASH (guaranteed by certificate) of premiums paid and 
earned during the year, whether loss accrues or not, upon all new risks under the. NEW 


YORK FORM OF POLICY, as follows: 


‘Ist. Upon all VOYAGE Risks upon CARGO, a return of TWENTY-FIVE © 
PER CENT. 

2d. Upon VOYAGE Risks upon FREIGHT, a return of TWENTY Per CENT. - 

3d. Upon TIME Risks upon FREIGHT, and upon VOYAGE and TIME Risks | 
upon HULLS, a return of TEN PER CENT. 


Such privilege, however, being confined to persons and firms, the aggregate of whose 
premiums upon such policies earned and paid during the year, shall amount to the sum 
of one hundred dollars. | 


DIRECTORS. 


EDWARD ROWE, M. F. MERICK, MOSES MERICK, 
DANIEL W. LORD, WM. B OGDEN, DAVID J. ELY, 
GEORGE MILN, JOHN ARMSTRONG, JOSEPH MORRISON, 
JOHN ATKINSON, B. C. MORRIS, ' WM. H. POPHAM, 
THOS. A. C, COCHRANE, ANDREW J. RICH, B. C. MORRIS, Jr., 
WM. H. HALSEY, DANL. W. TELLER, EZRA NYE, 
THOS. BARRON, JOHN D. BATES, Jr., HENRY J. CAMMANN, 
ROLAND G. MITCHELL, CHARLES HICKOX, THOMAS LORD, 
ALBERT G. LEE, ROBERT BOWNE, ROBERT 8. HOLT, 
GEORGE P. DESHON, LAWRENCE MYERS, J. B. GRIFFIN, ~ 
O. L. NIMS, 8. N. DERRICK, 

THOS. LORD, Vice-President. aig 65 MORRIS, President 


WM. M. WHITNEY, 2d Vice-President and Secretary. 


ar a, 


SANITARY COMMISSION 
BULLETIN. 


No. 26. 


PHILADELPHIA, NOVEMBER 15, 








1864. No. 26. 








Tur Sanitary Commission BuLuetin is published on the first and fifteenth of every month, and as 
it has a circulation, gratuitous or other, of above 14,000 copies, it offers an unusually valuable medium for 


advertising. 


All communications must be addressed to the Editor, at the office, 1307 Chestnut street, Philadelphia, and 
must be authenticated by the names and addresses of the writers. 

As the continuance of the publication of the BULLETIN is uncertain, depending on that of the war, and on 
the resources of the U.S. Sanitary Commission—the Standing Committee feels a certain degree of reluctance 
to solicit subscriptions for it—and thereby to pledge the Commission to its issue for a definite period. 

The Committee understand, however, that some of their friends to: whom it is now sent gratuitously, ex- 
press a wish to pay for it, and they therefore give notice that the sum of two dollars, remitted to the 
Treasurer, (G. T. Strong, 68 Wall street, New York, or No 1307 Chestnut street, Philadelphia,) will 
secure its being sent to such contributor during the remainder of the current year, unless its publication be 


sooner discontinued. 





LETTER FROM WASHINGTON, D. C. 
. BY MRS. STEPHEN BARKER, 
HOSPITAL VISITOR. 
WASHINGTON, 
October, 1864, 

* * * My present circuit ranges be- 
tween Harewood, Camp Barry, Deserters, 
Four Invalid Corps, and the Engineers’ 
Hospitals,—eight in all. 

I spend every forenoon at Harewood. and 
visit one or more of the smaller hespitals 
every afternoon. In all these places I draw 
orders on the Commission for such, heavy 
articles as must be transported by the Com- 
mission, all light articles I take with me in 
the carriage, in order to distribute them 

myself. 

At Harewood, and the Invalid Corps 
hospitals I keep a supply of flannels always 
on hand, for those who are discharged, or 
ordered to the front, who may be feeble and 
improperly clad, and for all requests of 
that kind, I have only to refer to the hos- 
pital wardrobe. It is my habit to go 
through the wards and tents at Harewood 
in systematic order, with memorandum 
book in hand, taking a note of whatever I 
may not happen to have in the earriage. 
The next day I deliver the ordered articles, 
and go on to the next wards in the same 
way. J make the entire rounds once a 
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week, besides visiting the very sick cases 
much oftener. * * * 

I have bought fruit, tomatoes, potatoes, 
oysttrs, eggs, green tea, fresh fish, chickens, 
salt mackerel, baker’s rolls, custard pies, 
and nearly twenty pounds of butter, which 
has otherwise been an unknown luxury in 
Harewood, since I have visited there. * * 

I have received a valuable present trum 


‘Mrs. Hudson, of blackberry wine and cherry 


rum, worth forty-two dollars. These have 
cured some obstinate cases. But one of the 


invaluable remedies has been some pure 


French brandy placed in my hand by Mr. 
Hovey. The results of this stimulant have 
been astonishing. I find in my journal of 
October 9th, the following record : 


‘A brave Minnesota soldier had been 
badly wounded in the foot, the surgeon did 
his best to save it, and the patient endured 
weeks of excruciating pain, in the hope of 
curing it; meanwhile it was decaying, and 
the Satdues daily failed. He was a rigid 
temperance man, and resolutely refused 
the fiery whiskey issued at the hospital. At 
Jast it became necessary to amputate the 
foot, but at a great risk of life, on account 
of the prostrated condition of the patient. 
Just before the operation was to be perform- 
ed, I visited the hospital, and seeing the need 
of a stimulant, I persuaded the man to taste 


- 
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the brandy. He yielded, and was so con- 
vinced of the need of it, and so delighted to 
find that it did not burn and distress him 
as other liquors nad, that he asked for more, 
and had depended entirely upon it ever 
since. He bore his amputation well, and is 
improving rapidly, and says he owes his 
life to that brandy.” 

Yesterday I received another equally sat- 
isfactory testimonial as’ to its effects In 
chronic dysentery. * * * 

A man from the bake-house applied for 
a shirt; another begged and sold a shirt 
for two dollars, within halfan hour ; another 
begged and sold a pair of brogans for the 
same price; I have never seen patients so 
bold and impertinent. I mildly refuse all 
requests that seem prompted by avarice or 
fancy. ‘Two-thirds of these men confess 
that they can draw white woolen shirts, but 
they don’t dike them. I always advise such 
not to draw them, but take the money and 
buy such as they like. I generally get some 
bitter fling at the Sanitary Commission in 
reply, and was told by one man that he 
never before asked a thing, and never would 
again. ‘His folks sewed for soldiers, and 
he had actually given four dollars and fifty 
cents at a fair, and now when he asked for 
a woolen shirt he was told he might draw 
it and pay for it.” . 

The moment the carriage stops they flock 
around me, and beg for everything they see, 
and especially the flannel shirts. One man 
asked for one yesterday who had three 
white ones in his knapsack. I meet all such 
requests with gentleness and patience, ex- 
plaining to attentive audiences of from 
twenty-five to fifty men, the real uses of our 
Sanitary goods, and am always approved by 
the better men in the crowd. The mean 
ones go off silent or grumbling; but which 
ever way they go I am immovable. 

In order to remove this impression in all 


justifiable ways, I have always followed up 


such scenes by generous and thorough dis- 
tribution of such articles as really belong to 
convalescent men about to be discharged 
from the hospital, such as towels, combs, 
handkerchiefs, neck-ties, vests, stationery, 
magazines, &c., and sometimes slippers and 
brogans. I also keep a supply of our flannel 
_¢lothing in the linen room, to which I refer 
all ward masters for their patients who are 
discharged without suitable clothing of 
their own. In my own visits in the wards, 
I also give to any patient needing it, a suit 
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of flannel, which } endeavor to have at 
hand!) "3 

Within the last fortnight I have visited 
nearly all the guards around the hospitals, 
and intend to complete the circuit, dis- 
tributing mittens, which are intrusted to 
the Seargeant of the guard, leaving one pair 
at each Post, to be worn and left for the 
next comer. Our wish that this use might 
be made of them has been observed every- 
where, except at Harewood—here the first 
ones who wore them. stole them. We ap- 
plied to the Captain of the Guard, who 
ordered them all to be brought to headquar- 
ters, (the mittens I mean,) and redistributed 
according to our instructions. 


i 
WESTERN DEPARTMENT. 
REPORTS TO DR. J. S. NEWBERRY. 


From H. Tone. 
ATLANTA, GEO., 

Oct. 5th, 1864. J 
DEAR Sir :—Enclosed please find report — 
of disbursements of hospital stores for the 
month of September; also, a statement of 
the amount of vegetables issued for general 
use, and a list’ of the regiments to which 

they were issued. . 
You will see by this that we have been 
able to furnish, during the month, a good 


ration of vegetable food to one hundred 


and forty-two regiments and twenty-five 
batteries, representing thirteen different 
States. In most of these cases the men 
had not tasted an onion or a mouthful of 
cabbage for more than a hundred days. At 
the close of the month the, work was pro- 
gressing rapidly ; we had, received notice of 
large shipments on the way, and were in 
hopes of being able to supply the whole 
army. But the sudden resuming of the 
campaign, the withdrawal of troops from 
this vicinity, and above all, severing our 
lines of communication have, for the time 
at least, checked us in our labors. During 
the latter part of the month we received 
very few hospital stores, our transportation — 
being mainly taken up with vegetables, and 
the little.stock we had on hand is nearly 
exhausted. We have still a few onions; as 
many as will supply the hospitals while they 


will keep, a fair stock of extract beef, a 


large quantity of lime-juice, and considera- 


ble clothing. 


Fortunately, about the time that our sup- 
ply of delicacies was exhausted, the chief 
commissary received a large shipment of 
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canned fruits, jellies, milk, oysters, &c., ex- 
clusively for hospital use, and to be paid for 
out of hospital funds. In looking over the 
invoice, (which his chief clerk was so kind 
as to show me,) I notice that, while he has 
large quantities of canned fruits, tomatoes, 
&c., he has comparatively few dried apples 
and crackers; and, as near as I can judge, 
there will still be a great demand upon the 
Sanitary Commission for these articles. 
There are about 2,750 sick in hospital 
here, and for that number there is an ample 


supply for a number of. days; sufficient, -it 


is thought, to last until communication is 
re-established. Indeed, at present, we are 
better provided for, in the line of delicacies, 
than in some of the more substantial arti- 
cles; for while there is hard bread to eat 
for any reasonable length of time, there is 
very little flour. The medical authorities 
are, however, on the alert, and all the flour 
in town will be taken possession of to-day, 
and held for the use of the hospitals. 


From Bens. Woopwarp. 
~Mempuis, TEnn., 
Oct. 18th, 1864. 

T arrived here this morning. From all 
that I can learn, antiscorbutics are impera- 
tively demanded at all the points on White 
river, and at Little Rocky I found an in- 
voice here ready to ship, which I had or- 
dered up White river, and I have written 
to Mr. Myers, at Cairo, to ship to this point 
all such stores as can be spared from Cairo. 
i learn that scurvy prevails to an alarming 
extent at the mouth of White river, Duvallis 
Bluif, St. Charles, and Little Rock. Capt. 
Way had arranged before he left with Mr. 
Bingham, the Ohio State Agent, to take 
the charge of these stores. I merely de- 
signated the amount to be left at the va- 
rious points. I shall go to White river im- 
mediately, and see what the condition is, and 
will report to you from Little Rock. 

The gunboats require vegetables; there 
is much sickness on them. I trust to re- 
ceive instructions from you before EF leave, 
but the agent here thinks 1 had better go 
soon. There is no doubt that a good invoice 
is needed at Duvall’s Bluff and at Little 
Rock. Mr. Christy thinks the Bluff should 
be made a depot. 

Mempuis, TEnn., 
Oct. 21st, 1864. 

I have the honor to report that, finding 
the great need of sanitary stores in the fleet, 
I have ordered for the fieet surgeon a good 
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points below. 





supply, which he will probably get to-mor- 
row. An invoice will go up White river 
by the first chartered steamer. The depot 
here will then be nearly full. Vegetables 
in large supply should be sent here at once, — 
for never was there greater need. One 

regiment, the 6th Minnesota, now at the 
mouth of White river, has 400 sick, and 
other regiments at that point are nearly in 
as bad condition. Scurvy is rife at every 
port. There is not a potato here even in 
the markets. Potatoes, onions, kraut, pick- 
Jed cabbage, and pickles are demanded at 
once. Since the reduction of the ration, 
hospitals cannot make a hospital fund; every 
hospital here is in debt, and totally depend- 
ent upon the Commission for sanitary stores. 

I go to the Bluff by the first chartered 
steamer, as | have and can get transporta- 
tion on no other.. If I take a line boat [ 
must pay passage, which I should not feel 
justified in dog. I inclose a letter of 
thanks received from the chaplain of the 
9th Minnesota Infantry. I had an inter- 
view with him to-day, in which he expressed 
the confidence of the troops in the United 
States Sanitary Commission, and gave me 
detailed accounts of the great suffering at, 
Again permit me to ask the 
sending of as large supplies as possible. 

I beg to call your attention to the esteem- 
ed value of blackberry cordial and syrup in 
diarrhoea. Hvery medical officer here, in 
the army and navy, considers it by far the 
best article which canbe used in diarrhoea, 
in the chronic and in the scorbutic form of 
the disease. The hospitals all call for it. 
If it could be had in casks, so as to be 
drawn off, instead of going to the expense 


of bottles, it would be a great saving of ex- 


pense. There is but a small quantity now 
here. The most of the cordial made and 
put up by druggists is nearly worthless; that 
made by private families is by far the best. 


From THomAs Buruer. 
Camp NELSON, 
Oct. 24th, 1864. 
The report of our work here, for the past 
week, must of necessity be very similar to 
that sent last week. The “Home” has 
been nearly as full as during the three 
weeks preceding. Everything is now ar- 
ranged for the winter. We have laid in a 
large supply of fuel, and shall commence 
whitewashing and battening this week. 
The cleanliness and freedom from vermin 
of the “Home,” during the whole time, 
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has been the universal remark of soldiers. 
This, however, has been but the result of 
close attention and labor, mainly on the part 
of a very excellent steward and efficient 
ward-masters.~ 
nately ordered away, for a few weeks, but 
was returned, and tells me that at Lexing- 
ton, Louisville, and Nashville he met with 
many soldiers, who had been our guests, 
who spoke in the highest praise of our 
“Home.” J should be very glad to receive 
a visit from yourself or Mr. Thorne, to see 
how the “ Home” is going on, and also how 
the sanitary work is conducted, and appre- 
ciated by all in this camp, whether in or 
out of authority, belonging to every arm or 
branch of the service. In the department 
of stores, we have done our utmost. 
need woollen under wear—shirts, drawers, 
and socks—very much; also, stimulants and 
fruits, potatoes and onions; twenty barrels 
of each I should like this week, if possible. 
We have about forty refugees to provide for, 
as we have done for the past eight or nine 
months; we shall send a large family to 
Cincinnati on Monday. The wants of the 
soldier are great, and we are doing our ut- 
most to fulfill our mission in this field. 
Will send reports early this month. 


HOW THE GOODS GO. 
The question is often asked by the few 
doubtful friends of the Commission, Where 
do the goods go? ‘The answer is given in 


the following testimonial. ‘ Our wounded, 


sick and needy soldiers” are the recipients, | 


according to this evidence. 


HEADQUARTERS 19TH ARMy Corps, 
Mr. CrawForp, Va., Sept. 30, 1864. 


JAMES V. HAMMER, 
Agent U. 8.8. C. 

Srr,—On the eve of your departure from 
this command, we take pleasure in giving 
you our sincere thanks for the timely aid 
you have rendered to our wounded, sick, and 
needy soldiers during this brief but arduous 
campaign. 

We believe you have been true to the 
trust confided to you, and your integrity 
and bravery, shown in relieving the wants 
of our nobie soldiers on the late field of 
battle, calls for the admiration and respect 
of all who support our cause. We are 

Very respectfully, 


Duncan S. WALKER, 
cine: 


Our steward was unfortu-. 





We 
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I. G. OLTMANS, 
Capt. and < A. D.C. 


B. M. Frencua, 
Maj. ad i D.C. 
: JNO. M. SIzZER, 


Maj. and a, AL TSG. 
Epwarp G. Dik#, . 

Lt. and Chf. Ord. Officer. 
N. HAW - Dunia 

Col. and A, A. D. C. 
EnisAu Swirt, 

Lt. and A. A. Q. M. 
QO. O. PatrTEN, 

Capt. and A. Q. M. 
Rost. F. WINERNSON, | 

Capt. Judge Adv. 
Jams C. CooLey, 

Capt. and A. D.C. 
Henry C. Imwoop, 

Capt. and A. D C, 
Henry R. SIBLey, 

Capt.and C 8. Vols. . 
E. S. HorrMan, 

Surgn. in Chf. 2d Div. 19th Corps. 


HeapquartTers 19TH A.C, 
In Finup, Sept. 15, 1864. 


To WHOM IT MAY CONCERN :—We, the 
undersigned, Surgeons of the 19th Corps, 
who have come in contact with Mr. J. V. 
Hammer, agent (of the above named corps) 
for the Sanitary Commission, take this me- 
thod of returning their thanks to him, and 
through him to “the Commission, for their 
kindness and his efficiency ; and they bear 
witness to the universal courtesy and acti- 
vity with which he has discharged the du- 
ties of his laborious position, as said agent. 


‘H. FEARN, 

Surgeon 175th N. Y. Vols. 
EK. F. Warp, 

Surgeon 38th Mass. Vols. 
Wm. K. BROWNELL, 

Med. Dir. 19th A. C. 
Wm. Henry Tuayrr, 
eigen 14th N. H. Vols. 
J. K. BigELow, 


Surgeon 8th Indiana Vols.; 
Surgeon in charge 19th A. 
C. General Hospital. 


Wo. W. Root, 
ra Asst. Surg. 76th N. Y. Vols. - 
F. S. Treapway, 
Asst. Surg. 75th N. ¥. Vols. 


NEW ORLEANS. — 
From Gero. A. BLAKE. 


New Or.zEAns, 
October,1864 \ 

* > > T visited the celebrated ram, Ten- 
nessee, and she is certainly a formidable 
craft, both to the enemy and those confined | 
within her, her friends. Temperature in 
engine-room and ward-room, when in mo- 
tion, is L455 ae 


¢ 


Everything is working finely in this De- 
partment. By request of Major-General 
Granger, I-have sent a large supply of stores 
to Fort Gaines, under charge of our agent, 
Mr. Miller, anticipating a concentration of 
troops in that region. IL:hope you will hear 
the announcement before many weeks that 
‘Mobile is ours. * * * 

The ‘“ Home” is what it should be, Mr. 
Howes is a capital superintendent. #* * 


THREE MONTHS IN THE UNITED STATES 
SANITARY COMMISSION. 


NO. II.—SCENES AND INCIDENTS AT PORT 
ROYAL; VA. 


From three until six A.M., on the morn- 
ing of Thursday, the Relief Corps rested ; 
at that hour it turned out again amid a cold, 
drizzly rain, and without waiting for break- 
fast, pushed ashore at the newly made dock. 
We found numerous soldiers whose wounds 
‘were not severe enough to disable them 
from locomotion, waiting anxiously for as- 
sistance, medical and otherwise, for them- 
selves and others; these were sent aboard 
the returning boat, and their needs attended 
to. Going on up through the main street 
of the village, we were besieged at every 
step by the poor, half-starved, and but 
slightly wounded ones, while the seriously 
wounded lay upon the stoops of the houses, 
and on the side-walks of the street; here 
and there placed against a fence was a once 
stalwart form, now with head fallen on 
breast, and a mortal wound in the body, 
_gasping out the last remains of life. Almost 
in the time it takes me to indite this, a 
ruined building was found, a fire built, 
and milk-punch, and coffee prepared. Never 
having tasted intoxicating drinksin my life 
in any form, I confess to some qualms of 


conscience, when I took hold of the latter 


stimulant for distribution, but ere the day 
had past my conscience quieted, for I deem 
it impossible for the most sanguine temper- 
_ament to conceive the effect of this and 
other stimulants administered to poor hu- 
manity, under such circumstances. The 
absorbing thought of the sympathetic mind 
in the position of a Relief Agent, is what 
can be done to ease and aid these poor dear 
sufferers ; and the means which most effectu- 
ally does this, is cheerfully embraced in 
spite of all previous habits, aye, and con- 
victions. 

Surrounding the building, and far away 
for at least a mile on either side, were 
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wagons filled with the wounded, they 
seemed as though they could be counted by 
thousands. The ground was properly dis- 
tricted; to each district were appointed 
dressers of wounds; these were accompanied 
by Relief Agents, carrying milk-punch and 
other alcoholic stimulants ; and preceding 
these and following after, were other Relief 
Agents, carrying coffee and soft crackers to 
those unable to leave the wagons; tho:e 
able to walk went to the building where the 
good things were prepared, and at one of 
the windows awaited each his turn for the 
crackers and coffee, which having obtained, 
they would sit on the grass near by and en- 
joy it. For such as were hungry between 
meals several boxes of hard-tack lay open 
at different points on the field. 

The dead were lying in rows near the 
Relief House. A burial party was organized 
for the burial of these and such others as 
might die, and its work was well and sub- 
stantially done. Not aman died and was 
buried, whose friends were known, but 
they were informed of .every particular 
concerning his death and burial. 

Thus was the work continued from six 
A.M. until six P.M., by the corps of 
the United States Sanitary Commission 
from six P.M. of the previous evening; 
and so perfect were the arrangements that 
I do not think one man was neglected. 
At the time above named, an abundance 
of Government supplies arrived, and from 
Fredericksburg came also a full corps of 
our Relief Agents, who relieved our. worn- 
out men, and continued the good work 
without intermission throughout the night 
of the 20th. Every man who labored 
there has a rich experience of that day’s 
work. The agony of a thirty mile ride 
in an army wagon without springs, and 
over a corduroy road, though frequently 
attempted at portrayal by them, could’ not 
be told. So terrible was the tax on their 
vitality that many died on the way. One 
notable instance I shall never forget. While 
serving the milk-punch from wagon to 
wagon, which was done by climbing the 
wheels, I observed an uplifted hand which 
was not an uncommon sight, for many of 
the poor fellows unable to rise from their 
recumbent position, would uplift their hands 
to receive the cup. I passed the cup and 
released it into the outstretched hand, but 
the hand refused to grasp it, so that its 
contents fell upon the other maimed ones 
in the same wagon, who with a tremulous 
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laugh told me the body from which the 
hand projected, had been dead three days. 
There were numerous cases of this kind. 

The patient and even cheerful spirit of 
the wounded was beyond all praise. And 
of the efforts of the Sanitary Commission in 
their behalf, the spirit of their ejaculations 
showed the intensity of their feeling. ‘“ Oh, 
if my poor mother knew this!’ one would 
say, and another, ‘‘ What will my dear wife 
say when she hears of this kindness?” 
And thus their thanks found utterance ad 
libitum. 

I visited some miserably sick rebels in an 
improvised prison there, and in the name 
of the people of the United States through 
the Sanitary Commission, fed them. The 
kindness was in such marked contrast to 
what they expected or deserved, it broke 
them down, and several among them wept 
freely. But I must close, this paper being 
already too long. : O2EB. 


NEW AGENT’S IMPRESSIONS. 


My experience in the work (Sanitary 
Commission) thus far, has tended greatly 
to increase the feeling which led me into it ; 
and I have already seen enough to con- 
vince me of the necessity and fitness of the 
work, and the grateful feeling with which 
the relief is received, to demonstrate to 
my own mind that the Sanitary Commis- 
sion is accomplishing a great and good 
work in a higher and fuller sense than 
is comprehended by its friends and sup- 
porters at the North. While the men 
have uniformly expressed themselves grate- 
fully for the assistance afforded them, I 
have also listened with pleasure to expres- 
sions of gratified appreciativeness of the 
good work effected from captains and sur- 
geons of hospital boats, ‘as well as army 
officers. 


THE SANITARY COMMISSION. 


The present war, terrible in its magnitude 
and duration, has had benevolent accom- 
paniments never before known in the his- 
tory of the world. The various organizations 
for the relief of soldiers, sick and wounded, 
in the camp, the field and the hospital, 
which are planted squarely on the gene- 
rosity and patriotism of the people, brighten 
the gloom which our three years of conflict 
has hung around our country. Foremost 
among these is the Sanitary Commission, 
which has become a gigantic humanitarian 
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organization, for the relief of the sick and» 


wounded of our army. Only those intimate 
with its immense operations can utter its 
eulogy, or realize one half its beneficent 
work. . 
ITS CHIEF OBJECT. pba 

The chief object contemplated by the 
Sanitary Commission, when it was created 
by the Government, was the prevention of 
disease. Modern sanitary science was hardly 
recognized in the ancient regulations of the 
medical bureau, and consequently, during 
the summer of 1861 our armies were in 
serious danger of destruction from epidemic 
disease. The first business of the Commis- 
sion, therefore, was to awaken general at- 
tention to the sanitary interests of the army, 
and to do what it could to improve the 
sanitary condition of camps, hospitals, and 
men. It brought to bear upon Government 
the influence of the medical profession 
throughout the country, effected the exten- 
sion and inyigoration of the medical bureau, 
and secured the express recognition of the 
prevention of disease, no less than its cure, 
as among the functions of the medical staff. 
Government now employs its own sanitary 
inspectors, and does a certain portion of the 
preventive work which the Commission per- 
formed during the first year of its existence. 
But the Commission find it necessary to 


- keep up an inspectoral corps likewise. 


The visits of the inspector usually dis- 
close something that can be done to improve 


or promote the health of the command. He 


finds that quinine is necessary to prevent 
malarious disease, or vegetables to prevent 
scurvy, or that stimulants, bedding, disin- 


fecting agents, or hospital diet, are wanted. — 


In consequence of his report§, the Commis- 
sion have dug wells, to improve the water- 
supply of camps, improved the ventilation 
of hospitals, built temporary hospitals and 
quarters to replace unwholesome and dan- 
gerous buildings, furnished and fitted up 
hospital transports, and converted ordinary 
railroad cars into railroad ambulances, with 
cooking apparatus and storé-rooms, and 
litters hung on springs, in which thousands 
of men with fractured limbs have traveled 
thousands of miles without injury. | 

It has furnished material for the vacci- 
nation of thousands of men at a time, when 


the medical bureau was not able to supply, 


immediately what was needed. It has cir- 
culated throughout the army, and especially 
among the medical staff, many hundred 
thousand of its medical documents. These 


. 
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“have been prepared by some of the most. 


eminent surgeons and physicians of the 
country, and embody, in a condensed form, 
the latest results of science. They have 
been of great use to our army surgeons, who 
often encounter cases for which their pre- 
vious practice has not prepared them, and 
who have neither medical libraries nor op- 
portunities for consultation. — 


‘RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 


It is, however, through the Relief Depart- 
ment of the Sanitary Commission that it is 
best known to the people. In this work it 
aims, not to supplant, but to supplement 
the Medical Department of the Government, 
to meet exigencies for which the Govern- 
ment has not provided, and to furnish such 
supplies as the Government does not and 
can not. When the Medical Purveyor has 
the articles needed in the hospital and 
camp, the army draws them from him; 
when he is out, or when from some emer- 
gency a larger supply is needed than is pro- 
vided by Government, or when because of 
some technical informalities in the manner 
of making out requisitions the Purveyor is 
obliged to refuse them, and thus endanger 
life by the delay, the army calls upon the 
Commission, which never fails to respond to 
the call. | 

The relief agents of the Commission keep 
up with the army as it moves forward. 
Where the army encamps in the morning, 
the Commission has pitched its tents long 
before night. It reaches a new base as soon 
as there are soldiers to protect it, and is at 
work establishing hospitals and providing 
necessary stores before the ponderous ma- 
chinery of the Government has moved ; its 
_red flags are seen everywhere at the front, 
blending with the stars and stripes, where 
it is establishing its feeding stations and 
depots of supplies. Prominent and experi- 
enced agents accompany each division of the 
army, with organized corps of assistants, 
wagons and supplies. 

GREAT BATTLES. 


lt is at great battles that the agents of 
the Commission are eminently useful. The 
battle service of the Commission requires 
large funds and supplies. At Murfreesboro, 
Antietam, Gettysburg, Chattanooga, Vicks- 
burg, and Port Hudson, sudden and vast 
demands were made. Fifty thousand dollars 
would not cover the outlay of the Commis- 
sion the first two weeks after one of our 
great battles. At Gettysburg it was $75,000. 





807 


The average cost is’ $3 20 to a man; at 
Gettysburg it was $10 per man. The outlay 
of the Sanitary Commission during the 
months of May and June, for the battle 
necessities of the present campaign, was 
over $500,000, exclusive of the supplies 
directed to it, and which it distributed. 

This service requires comprehensive fore- 
thought, prompt and energetic action, and 
unwearied labor in infinite detail. Ofsome 
articles the requirements are enormous. 
Condensed milk, and extract of beef by the 
ton; wines and -spirits by the barrel ; 
erackers and farinaceous food by the ton ; 
tea, coffee and sugar by the chest and hogs- 
head; cargoes of ice; potatoes, onions, 
pickled cabbage, sourkrout, lemons and 
oranges, by car loads; shirts, drawers, 
sheets, crutches, bed-rests and mattresses, 
by tens of thousands! And this material 
has to be transported by wagon trains from 
one base to another; forage for horses has 
to be provided; drivers have to be paid, 
steamers chartered, and coal consumed; 
and yet so economically is the whole work 
of distribution managed that its cost 1s less 
than three per cent. 

SPECIAL RELIEF. 


_ In addition to this, the Commission sup- 
ports twenty-five Soldiers’ Homes or Lodges, 
scattered over the whole field of war from 
New Orleans to Washington; and twenty- 
three hundred soldiers a day are taken care 
of in these homes. Multiply 2,500 by 565, 
and you have over 800,000 men thus re- 
lieved annually. Three other agencies to 
secure the soldiers’ rights are maintained 
by the Commission: 1. Claim agency to 
secure his bounty; 2. A pension agency ; 
3. A back-pay agency—all of them giving 
their services to the soldier free of charge. 
Often $20,000 back-pay is segured in one 
day. A Hospital Directory is also sus- 
tained, by which the whereabouts of the 
sick men is determined, when they are lost 
to their friends. It costs $20,000 a year 
to maintain it, but is worth a million, if the 
relief afforded to human anxiety can be 
estimated in money. 

COST OF AGENTS. 


To carry on this vast human machinery, 


the Commission employs two hundred 


agents at an average of about $2 per day— 
less than an ordinary mechanic’s wages— 
or a total of $12,000 per month, who ope- 
rating from Texas to the Potomac, or from 


Charleston to Kansas, and the results are 
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such as to justify the nation’s pride in this 
grand and beneficent, yet truly American 
institution.— People’s Journal of Health. 


THE COMMISSION AND PARTY POLITICS. 
EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER. 


The spirit of the Sanitary Commission, 
as originated by its great founder, was 
nationality—to receive the gifts of the peo- 
ple, and bestow them upon her soldiers, 
irrespective of State, sect or political 
opinion. My heart responded at once to 
this grand universal charity, and whatever 
may be thought of my loyalty in other re- 
spects, here it cannot be questioned. 

While I believe the success of the Lin- 
coln party fatal to the peace and prosperity 
of the country, you honestly think other- 
wise—here we cannot agree; but in the 
grander spirit of the Sanitary Commission, 
merging all differences in the great work of 
Christian benevelence to our national sol- 
diers, we can labor successfully. This spirit 
we have always made prominent in our 
Branch, and if it is entitled to the commen- 
dation you bestow, it is because party spirit 
has not ruled. We have asked and received 
from all. . 

No matter what their political views are, 
we have nothing to do with what caused 
the war, or how it is conducted—but the 
humane work of caring for our suffering 
soldiers. Appeal in humanity’s name, and 
they will respond. 

When I review the difficulties we have had 
to contend with, to instruct and enlighten 
our auxiliaries and the public—compared 
with the efforts of others to supplant and 
destroy us, [am astonished that we have 
breasted the storm, and are still a living 


Branch. € 


PAYING SOLDIER’S FAMILIES. 

The following plan far paying to the 
families of officers and soldiers in the ser- 
vice of the United States, who are or may 
become prisoners of war, sums due them by 
the Government, having been approved by 
the President, is published for the informa- 
tion of all concerned : 


‘‘ Payment will be made to persons pre- 


senting a written authority from a prisoner 
to draw his pay, or without such authority, 
to his wife, the guardian of his minor chil- 
dren, or his widowed mother in the order 
named.” Application for such pay must be 
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made to the senior paymaster of the district 

in which the regiment of the prisoner is 

serving, and must be accompanied by the 

certificate of a judge of a court of the United 

States, or, of some other party, under the 
seal of a court of record of the State of 
which the applicant is a resident, setting 

forth that the said applicantas the wife of 
the prisoner, the guardian of his children, 

or his widowed mother ; and if occupying 

either of the two last relationships towards 

him, that there is no one in existence more 

nearly related, according to the above clas- 

sification. . 

Payments will be made to parties thus 
authorized and identified, on their receipts 
made out in the manner that would be re- 
quired of the prisoner himself, at least one 
month’s pay being retained by the United 
States. The officer making the payment 
will see that it is entered on the last previ- 
ous muster roll for the payment of the 
prisoner’s company, or will report it, if 
these rolls are not in his possession, to the 
senior paymaster of the district, who will 
attend to either the entry, or give notice of 
the payment to the Paymaster-General, if 
the rolls have been forwarded to his office. 


HOSPITAL FUND. 


Orrice Comm’y GEN’L OF SUBSISTENCE, 
Wasuineton, March 1, 1863. 


HOW CREATED. 


The sick in hospital not needing full ra- 
tions for their subsistence, only such parts 
thereof are issued as are actually required 
for the support of themselves and author- 
ized attendants. The difference between — 
the number of rations due a hospital, at cost 
price of a complete ration at the station, and 
the value of the stores issued to it, during 
the same period and at the same prices, con- 
stute a credit with the Subsistence Depart- 
ment in favor of the hospital. Tlkis credit 
is called “‘ Hospital Fund.” | 


ITS USES. 


The Commissary who issues to a hospital 
is authorized to purchase for it, on the re- 
quisition of the medical officer in charge, 
and in amount not exceeding the hospital 
credit at the time, as follows: : 

Ist. Food, solid or fluid, to be used for 
the diet of the sick, and not furnished by © 
the Subsistence Department or Medical De- 
partment. 

2d. Articles to be used in either the pre- 
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paration-or serving of the food, embracing 
principally cooking utensils and table fur- 
niture, and not furnished by the Quarter- 
master’s Department or Medical Depart- 
ment. . 

3d. Gas, oil, and other means of illumi- 
nation, to be used instead of candles, which 
are part of the soldier’s ration. 

The Hospital Fund being thus a means 
for supplying the suffering sick with wants 
and conveniences needful for their health 
and more comfortable condition, not other- 
wise to be obtained, its management should 
be held as a sacred trust, and its expendi- 
ture confined strictly to the purposes which 
this fund is designed to accOmplish. Med- 
ical and hospital supplies, quartermaster’s 
supplies, and all objects of expenditure from 
the appropriations of the different depart- 
‘ments of the military service, are not proper 
charges against the hospital credit. 

ITS EXPENDITURE. 


The articles purchased by the Commis- 
sary for the sick in hospital are paid for out 
of the subsistence funds in his hands for 
public disbursement, on a voucher certified 
to by the medical officer in charge; and the 
hospital credit is diminished in consequence 
thereof by the amount of the purchases 
made. An expenditure of money by the 
Commissary for the subsistence or conveni- 
ence of the sick in hospital, is accounted 
_ for in the manner prescribed for other dis- 
bursements of the Subsistence Department. 
At large Depots or General Hospitals, this 
fund may be partly expended for the benefit 
of the sick at dependent posts or in detach- 
ments, on requisitions approved by the Med- 
ical Director or senior Surgeon of the dis- 
trict. 

HOW ASCERTAINED. 

A “Statement of the Hospital Fund” is 
made out at the end of each calendar month, 
and appears.as a part of the Commissary’s 
“Abstract of Issues to Hospital’? for that 
month. On it are entered the balance of 
eredit Gf any) to hospital at the end of the 
preceding month, and the number of rations 
due it in the month, at cost price; also, 
the stores which have been issued by the 
Commissary to the hospital and articles pur- 
chased by him for the sick, during this pe- 
riod, with the cost of each set opposite. 
The difference between these two amounts— 
credits and debits—leaves an ascertained 
balance of credit, (if the Hospital Fund for 
the month has not been entirely used up,) 
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applicable to authorized expenditures for 
the subsistence or convenience of the sick 
in hospital during the following month. 
This statement may be prepared in the same 
manner at any day, should there be occasion 
for ascertaining the exact state of the credit 
of a hospital at any particular date. An 
‘Abstract of Issues to Hospital” and a 
‘¢ Statement of the Hospital Fund,” should 
be made out monthly for each separate hos- 
pital. | 
HOW TRANSFERRED. 


1 

At the request of the Surgeon General, 
and on instructions from the Commissary 
General 6f Subsistence, Hospital und may 
be transferred as follows: 

The Commissary directed to transfer any 
portion of this credit from a hospital he 
supplies to another one, drops the amount 
specified from his next Statement of its 
Hospital Fund as transferred to the hospital 
designated in the instructions, giving (when 


‘informed) the rank, name, regiment, or 


corps, and station of the Commissary who 
issues to it. The Commissary directed to 
receive a stated amount of this credit, takes 
up the same in favor of the designated hos- 
pital supplied by him, on his next State- 
ment of its Hospital Fund; and as received 
from the one mentioned in the instructions, 
giving (when informed) the rank, name, 
regiment, or corps, and station of the Com- 
missary who issues to such hospital. 

When an officer is relieved from subsist- 
ence duty, he will give his successor a cer- 
tified statement of the hospital credit of 
each separate hospital supplied by bim, and 
will note such action on the Hospital Ab- 
stract. His successor will take up these 
credits in favor of each separate hospital he 
issues to, in manner as above explained. 
Hospital Fund being a credit only, cannot 
be transferred from one officer’s papers to 
another’s as money. 


HOSPITAL GARDENS. © 

Among the benefits conferred by the 
Sanitary Commission, those’ resulting from 
the establishment of gardens for hospital 
use are very promiment. In the Western 
Department, Dr. Newberry has given much 
attention to this subject and with satisfac- 
tory results. 


There have been gathered from the gar- 
dens at Chattanooga during the month of 


“~ 


810 


September, the following vegetables: 3,935 
dozen of corn, squashes, melons, cabbage, 
&c., and 440 bushels of potatoes, tomatoes, 
beans, &e. 

Mr. Wills, the gardener in charge, writes 
that ‘‘the crops are doing finely. With good 
weather we shall have a large quantity of 
tomatoes, Lima beans, sweet corn, sweet 
potatoes, radishes, turnips, &c. Our entire 
issues up to this date (September 3) have 
been 9,583 bushels and 13,907 dozens of 
some twenty-one varieties of vegetables, and 
1,146 pockets of flower-seeds.”’ 

From the garden at Knoxville during the 
month of September there have been issued 
276 bushels of tomatoes, 264 bushels of 
beans, 6,347 dozen of cucumbers, mostly 
pickles, and 1,927 heads of cabbage.— Sanv- 
tary Reporter. 


WHERE’S JEDDO? 

In the spring of 62 a colored boy, just 
escaped from his master, unable to read or 
write, was found upon the Pamunky river, 
by a lady engaged in the care of sick and 
wounded soldiers. He was taken to Mas- 
sachusetts, where he has been cared for and 
educated by a conscientious, kind, and re- 
ligious woman. He is much beloved by her 
and all her family, as the following reverie 
will show. What he has learned, what he 
has done and is doing, cannot all be told, 
but he is a faithful worker in a special diet 
kitchen at City Point, and is a decided cha- 
racter. 

The little effusion below is from the pen 
of the good woman who has so kindly in- 
structed him. BABsE: 

WHERE’s JEDDO ?—It is so long since 
I have seen him. His step is not on the 
stair, nor his laugh in the kitchen. He 
hasn’t set the table yet; hasn’t put on his 
clean jacket. Where's Jeddo? He used 
to be everywhere, ‘up stairs, down stairs, 
and in the lady’s chamber.” When the 
summer days were cool [ used to take him 
into the parlor, to sing ‘‘ Peter, James, and 
John;” and if he had been violent and 
naughty, [ would put one finger in the but- 
ton-hole of his jacket, to keep him from 
going away; while I talked with him in 
tender tones, and he was sure to become 
good again. 

I must let Jeddo have a lesson. 


But 
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Jeddo is not here. There stands -his'bed, . 
and his chair, and his round table covered 
with books. I look out his window,—but 
no Jeddo. Can he have run away? No, 
indeed. He used to do so, once in a while, © 
but at last the Lord gave me such strength 
that I held him tight and would not let him 
go. No, Jeddo has not run away. Is he 
not then at Sabbath-school? With his Bible 
on his knee, he sat, not long since, and pre- - 
pared with me his Sabbath-school Jesson, 
and I heard him softly say: “ Let not your 


heart be troubled; ye believe in God, be- 


lieve also in me.” Qh, I can never forget 
Jeddo; but where is henow? At Canada? 
He got angry one day, and vowed he would 
leave me, and go off upon the cold water. 
I remember just the rustling of the trees, 
and my own sorrow on that day. But it 
can’t be that he went then, for I have talked 
and sung with him since. Oh, I remember 
all about it now. He is off near the Poto-. 
mac, among the sick soldiers; gone to ‘lift 
up the hands that hang down, and strengthen 
the feeble knees;”’ gone to carry to his weak 
and needy brethren some of the cool fresh- 
ness and truth of northern clime and north- 
ern life. The Lord bless and preserve my 
J eddo. \ i 


And so Jeddo left the banks of the Po- 
mac and followed up the banks of the York 
to the White House, and then followed up 
the banks of the James, and is filling a 
little sphere of usefulness and doing a little 
share of good for himself and others. So 
let Jeddo work. A poor famishing outcast 
on the Pamunky two years ago, and now 
feeding the hungry on the James. Igno- 
rant and indolent then, and now reading, © 
writing, and working. 


LAUNDRIES IN THE ARMY. 
A correspondent writes: 


No clothing is wasted now, but it is not 
always well washed, and in its distribution, 
injustice may be occasionally be done to 
individuals. I find to-night in a single 
tent, four men who have on July cotton 
shirts—not over thick at that. They had 
on woolen shirts when they came to the 
hospital a‘ few days ago, but have been 
obliged to send them to the laundry, taking 
these in exchange. ‘They are not certain 
to get their same ones back again, as they- 
are issued by lot; but rather ’than let them 


Se | 
suffer, I. gave them each another and ad- 
_monished them to stick to them as long as 
possible. It is impracticable to mark each 
man’s clothing, and there must be some 
unpleasant friction sometimes in the distri- 
bution in consequence. 





THE “REFRESHMENT STATIONS.” 


Mr. Eno makes the following condensed 
report of the refreshment stations at Dalton, 
Resaca, and Kingston, from the commence- 
ment of the operations, to September 15. 
The men fed were all sick and wounded, 
and were from twenty-four to sixty-eight 
hours on the way to Chattanooga. 

Number of men fed, 15,736. To them 
were given 3,664 gallons of coffee, 288 gal- 
lons of soup, 25 gallons of tea, 377 gallons 
of punch, 268 gallons of ale, 139 gallons of 
stewed fruit, 53 gallons of tomatoes, 60 
gallons of pickles, 35 gallons.of lemonade, 
14,678 sandwiches, &c., 2,95L pounds of 
crackers and light bread, 82 bottles of 
stimulants, 16 bushels of apples, 18 gallons 
of blackberry —Saniiury Reporter. 


A WORD TO ASSOCIATE MEMBERS. 

Your names constitute a roster, eminent 
for learning, in 
looking over it, one cannot but be impressed 
with the fact that eight hundred men, se- 
lected from all our chief seats of learning ; 
from prominent places in all the renee 
of the land; from important and prosperous 
mercantile and commercial institutions ; 
from social and domestic assuciations that 
wield power and wealth—must be compe- 


‘piety, and influence. 


tent to command vast acquisitions to the 
resources of philanthropy ; not by their own 
gifts of money merely, but by their counsel 
and influence. For all these, you are now 
earnestly solicited. 

You have been so accustomed to regard 
the United States Sanitary eee tie as 
a vast machine, that having in itself the 
inspiration of Christian principle, and being 
constantly quickened by the generous im- 
pulses and donations of the people, has 
kept its own course, and done its-work 
without ostentation or friction, that you 
may have almost lost sight of the fact that 
you constitute a part of this great machi- 
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nery, which is working such a work in the 
land. It is to remind you of this fact, that 


the present message is addressed to you. © 


To remind you that each associate member 
is- in himself a power for good. To ask 
whether that power is being directed earn- 
estly and judiciously for the advancement 
of the cause. ‘Not that there is any reason 
for complaint, but that there is need for 
increased diligence.’ Why? 
of the land ask for your assistance in their 
They will call upon you 


The women 


little societies. 
more frequently; their 
more earnest if need be, but your assistance 
they must have. The winter campaign upon 
which we are entering, will be fruitful in 
demands upon the patience, endurance, 
patriotism and generosity of the people. 
The women are reorganizing where they 
have grown tardy. They are organizing 
where they never had societies before. 


Every week brings tidings of renewed. 


effort, and they all say, “‘ Oh, if the men 
would work, too!’’, Will you keep these 
‘Soldiers’ Aid Societies” alive? Will you 
furnish them with means and material ? 
Let all associate members renew their 
pledges of aid to the various Relief Societies, 
and they will be able to do what they are 
longing for, but what they are hindered 
from accomplishing, for want of your active, 
practical co-operation. 


SANITARY AND CHRISTIAN COMMISSIONS. 
The following correspondence will be 
read with interest : 


Wasuineton, D. C., 
October 29, 1864. 
Lo Officer in charge of U. S. Christian 
Commission, Washington, D. C. 


Sir :—It is the desire of the Sanitary 
Commission to effect more permanent ar- 
rangements for securing religious services 
at the several Relief Stations of this Com- 
mission. 

As it is the legitimate and peculiar pro- 
vince of the Christian Commission to minis- 
ter, through its delegates, to the spiritual wel- 
fare of the soldiers and sailors, may [ask that 
you, as officer in charge of the work of the 


appeals will be. 
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Christian Commission in this vicinity, will 
arrange to have a clergyman present at each 
of the Relief Stations of the Sanitary Com- 
mission in this city, every Sunday for the 
purpose of holding religious service among 
the men. 

Should you accede to this request, you 
may feel assured that every facility will be 
secured by agents of this Commission on 
duty at the several Relief Stations, to the 
gentlemen you may assign to this work. 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
Frep. N. Knapp, 
Associate peiery 
Una States CaRistiAN Commission, 

Washington, D. C., Nov. 1, 1864. 

Freep. N. Knapp, Hsa., 
Associate secttoay U.j8.8)6- 

My Drar Sin:—I have the honor to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 29th ult., inviting us to furnish minis- 
terial services on the Sabbath at each of 
your Relief Stations. Please accept our 
thanks for the courtesy. It will give the 
Christian Commission great pleasure to 
comply with your request whenever and so 
far as we shall be able to do so. At present 
we are very short for help ‘I shall proba- 
bly have a larger force after election. Will 
you have the “kindness to give us a list of 
the “ Stations” where we could hold ser- 
vices, and the hours most suitable, and 
oblige, : 

Yours most truly, 


J JUABBOTT, 
Agent U. 8. C. C. 


CITY POINT. 
From Dr. McDona.p. 
City Point, Va. 
Oct. 29th, 1864. 

Sickness last night prevented me from 
writing, as I had intended, an account of 
the recent move and work of the Sanitary 
Commission in this Department. 'To-night 
I can only give you the outlines, as there is 
much to be done before Sunday. We try 
to avoid all work on Sunday, and only issue 
on that day to cases of urgent necessity. 

On the night of the 26th inst., Sur troops 
in Army of the Potomac, were massed, all 
wagon trains sent within the entrenchments 
at City Point, and every preparation made 
for an early and rapid march towards the 
South-side Railroad. Daylight of the 27th 
found the column moving on with four 
days rations; a force having been left in 
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the several forts to guard our line and all 
other troops sent forward. Two divisions 
of the Second Corps were pushed out to the 
Boynton Plank Road, of which they gained 
possession, but being in a cul-de-sac with — 
the rebs on each side, they were compelled 
to retrace their steps and “get out of the 
wilderness”’ before morning, leaving a part 
of their wounded on the field. 


' HOSPITALS AT CITY POINT. 


All the troops are now in their old posi- 
tions; the hospitals have had large acces- 
sions to their numbers, increasing the total 
now at base hospitals at City Point to about 
6,400, on account of the cleaning out of 
all front hospitals. Our work in the base 
hospitals has consequently been increased ; 
that at the front diminished, as all wounded 
have been sent to the rear. 

Our wagons which were sent in, haye 
been pushed out again to-day to their for- 
mer position, with good loads and ready for 
what is to come. 


HOSPITAL AT DEEP BOTTOM. 


On the right, across the James, General 
Butler’s forces were moved along the New 
Market and Charles City roads, crossing to 
Seven Pines, where. the enemy were found 
in their breastworks, (the same that they oc- 
cupied two years since,) and a battle ensued, 
resulting in the return of our forces to their 
former line, having lost about eighteen hun- 
dred in killed, wounded and missing. Most 
of the wounded were conveyed to Deep Bot- 
tom, and placed on boats for transportation 
to hospital. At Deep Bottom, we found 
work for the Agents of the Commission. 
Many of the wounded had been hurried 
from field to boats without even a primary 
dressing ; they were tired, hungry and cold. - 
Our agents fed, clothed and assisted them 
as well as was possible, dressed wounds, 
provided stimulants to such as needed, sup- 
plied some of the boats with stores for their 
voyage, and endeavored to do all they could 
to relieve the suffering. Tortunately, we 
had a very good supply at this station, and 
though it’ was soon exhausted, we had. it 
filled again in a short time. The tug had 
been sent up during the forenoon, with a 
small supply for general distribution, and 
while she was gone, a telegram was received 
calling for battlefield supplies; a load was 
gotten ready and put on board as soon as 
she returned, and she was immediately sent 
back, arriving at Deep Bottom in time to 
replenish our storehouse for the next train 
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of wounded, which arrived while we were | All is quiet to-night, and a stranger 


unloading. 

The men were taken from ambulances to 
the boat, there immediately cleaned, their 
wounds attended to, operations performed, 
and also fed and put to bed; direct from 
the ambulance to the examining surgeon, 
thence to bed or the operating table. 


A VETRAN AND HIS YOUNG COMRADE. 


When passing through the crowd on my 
way to the store-tent, I noticed a man 
wounded in the leg, carefully bathing the 
hip of a young comrade, who asked, 
“Charley, where did you get them rags?” 
“Krom the Sanitary,” was his reply. After 
a pause the younger one remarked, “ Char- 
ley, aint that Sanitary a bully concern ?” 
Charley turned just at this moment to dip 
his rag again into the water, and I saw that 
he was an old soldier,.his face was scarred 
and bronzed ; his comrade was a mere boy, 
and this was his first wound, (not a severe 
one). I offered to assist in dressing the 
wound, but Charley remarked that he could 
do it very well, and went on with his work 
very, systematically; his own wound which 
was the most severe, he paid but little at- 
tention to, till the young man was dressed. 
In passin'g to the boat again, called me 
to him, and asked if I would please look at 
his leg, which he was then bathing, and 
while | examined the wound he said, ‘‘ Dr., 
your Commission has done more good dur- 
ing this wat than the folks at home know 
of. When I was sick at Fair Oaks, they 
took care of me, and kept me alive two 
weeks; I got wounded at Chancellorsville, 
and the first thing after the Jonnies, sent 
me across the river; at Hredericksburg, they 
gave me something to eat, and a nice cup of 
coffee, and to-day they have done the nice 
thing by all the boys.’ When his wound 
was dressed, he got up, thanked me and 
went on the boat, as cheerfully as though 
nothing had happened. 1 was much pleased 
with his kind care of a young comrade, his 
forgetfulness of self, and his thoughtful 
observation of all that was passing. He 
was an old soldier, though not more than 
thirty years of age, and a brave one, as is 
acknowledged by all his comrades. This is 
the third time I have known him to be 
wounded since the commencement of this 
war. 

There are many such men in this army, 
and such scenes as that of yesterday bring 

them out in glowing colors. 





would hardly believe we had so recently 
passed such an exciting day, were he to 
judge from present appearances. 


LETTER FROM CAMP PAROLE, MD. 
BY ALMA CAREY. 


We have very little to report this week, 
nothing unusual having ogcurred. The hos- 
pital is filled with paroled men, with the ex- 
ception of a very few who are exchanged, 
and are too sick to be transferred tv other 
hospitals. © 

Many are being sent to their own States 
on furlough, for the purpose of giving their 
votes at the coming election. We believe 
there are but few among them who will not 
give the right vote. 


During the present week we have lost 
eight of our sick men by death, the largest 
number in one week through the past year. 
Only one of these died.of his wound, the 
others lingered long with fevers and chronic 
diseases. Some had near relatives to mourn 
their loss, and others seemed to be almost 
without kindred or friends. We hope they 
had the Friend that “sticketh closer than a 
brother.” 

Our sick have been well supplied of late 
with vegetables, apples, oysters and other 
things necessary to the health and comfort 
of the paroled men. Can not the Commis- 
sion furnish them more freely with nice 
crackers? That are considered a rare treat 
for sick soldiers. 

There have been many changes and re- 
movals among the surgeons and stewards of 
this hospital within the last few weeks ; this 


_has caused some inconvenience in the gene- 


ral arrangement of all departments of the 
hospital. 

Arrangements are being made for the 
reception of our prisoners from Georgia, 
who are expected daily; after their long 
confinement, surely too much cannot be 
done for them. We are sometimes ashamed 
that we cannot supply everything that is 
wanted by these poor sufferers. 

It is under contemplation to enlarge the 
hospital proper, in Camp Parole, by build- 
ing twelve more wards, as our present wards 
are now constantly full, and we shall not 
have accommodations for the many sick 
that will probably be among those who are 


to come. 
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LETTER FROM ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND. 
BY GEO. A. MILLER. 


* * %* T have, during the week, visited, 


the two divisions of the General Hospital, 
and the College Green Barracks, coming in 
contact with the surgeons in charge of the 
hospitals, (Dr. Palmer and Dr. Vanderkieft) 
and Captain’ Davis, commanding Barracks ; 
and am happy to say that, without except- 
ion, | was most cordially received by the 
above officers and- their executives. 

Dr. Vanderkieft has kindly offered me 
quarters in his hospital, which I think 1 
will accept, as it will bring me nearer my 
work. * *)* 

SUSPENDERS WANTED. 

As soon as the men are able to get out 
of their tents, they call for suspenders. As 
the Gor ernment does not furnish anything 
of the kind, I think it very important that 
the Commission should endeavor to do so. 


JOURNAL OF A DAY. 
BY US PoluLies. 


Camp Paro.e Hospirat, 
Oct. 21, 1864. 


I have been requested to give as my re- 
port this, week ‘A Journal of a Day,” 


thereby conveying some idea of my method | 


of working. I will take this day as a sample 
of all my days in Camp Parole. 


‘During the morning [ remained in the 


office occupied in various duties, and at-— 


tended to the calls of any patients in the 
wards, who are able to come out and make 
known their wants, which are generally sup- 
plied with a few crackers, stamps, paper and 
envelopes, and also to furnish lint, banda- 
ges, old linen, &c., to the nurses of the 
several wards. At 9 o’clock I began my 
daily visits to the hospital ; 
wards, each capable of accommodating forty- 
elght men, and these are now full with pa- 
roled men, lately arrived from Richmond. 


Z A BOY OF NINETEEN. 

I first visited ward 6, here is one boy of 
nineteen years, who has been very low for 
many weeks and cannot recover; he is a 
weak minded unfortunate boy, and an in- 
stance of many who are allowed and even 
urged to enlist as soldiers in our army. 
Others here are feeble from long sickness, 
and some have lost limbs, but most of them 
are cheerful and uncomplaining. I dis- 
tributed among them, as they needed, 
handkerchiefs, combs, paper and envelopes. 
I was asked for suspenders, but had none. 


we eek SIX: 
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GOD’S DEAR ONES. 

In ward 5, there are more cases of severe 
sickness, such as fevers, amputations and 
chronic complaints; here are several boys 
of only sixteen or seventeen years of age, 
“God’s dear Ones,”—little Christians. One 
has lost his left arm at the shoulder, but 
bears it manfully. I gave him a wrapper 
which pleased him much, and he humbly 
asked if he could take it home with him 
when discharged. For one man in this 
ward I wrote to his wife, and warned her 
of his dangerous condition. 

I next visited ward 4; here are not many 
serious cases of sickness, only one is not ex- 
pected to recover. Several have lost limbs, 
and here I gave cushions, slings handker- 
chiefs and combs. It is astonishing to see 
with how much gratitude these trivial arti- 
cles are received. 

In ward 8 I found a man who had died 
during the night, he, had been long sick. 
Most here wanted as usual, combs, pat 
&e. 

Ward 2 ds many very sick men. One 
told me he knew he could not live long, 
and had resigned himself to his Heavenly 
Father’s will; here I distributed various 
articles and was again asked for suspenders. 
What a pity that our brave soldiers are — 
without suspenders. “ 

Ward 1, has some quite sick ‘men, but 
none dangerously so ; all needed what little . 
I could give them, such as slippers, towels, 
&e. | 

We have at present good and kiad nurses 
in all the wards, and they allow me to draw . 
their attention to any disorderly conduct, 
neglect. of patients, want of cleanliness in 
the care of the ward. I also visited the 
low diet kitchen, and found that the sick 
were to be well provided for at their coming 
dinner. 

After going through the hospital I re- 
turned to the office, when I wrote a letter 
for a very sick man to his sister, asking her 
to come to him. In the afternoon | com- 
menced taking stock, attended to calls in 
the office, and was variously employed till 
5 o'clock, when I again visited the wards to 
look after some who were about leaving on 
furlough, and do what I could for the com- 
fort of the verv sick before they should be- 
gin another long sleepless night. 

In the evening I wrote two letters. One 
to a mother for a boy who had lost his right 
arm, and the other to a sister for a man who 
has also lost his right arm. I also received 


The Sanitary Cammison Bulletin. 


letters from-friends of soldiets, to whom I 
had previously written 


FROM CAMP PAROLE, MARYLAND. 
BY JOS. C. BATCHELOR. 


My report, for this week will not vary 
particularly from those for the preceeding 
ones, as the same routine is gone through 
with from week to week. No men have 
arrived, but a number have been sent to 
their respective States in anticipation of the 
coming election. 

The men in section D, seem to be nan 
well, this fine weather agreeing with them, 
though some of them are badly shaken with 
that disagreeable disease, chills and fever. 

‘One poor fellow died in ward 47, from 
the effects of eating too much of articles 
sent him from home by his wife. No one 
was aware of it until morning, when he was 
found sitting by the stove lifeless. It seems 
as though both soldiers and their friends, 
should exercise more judgment | about such 
things than they do. 

A new Agent has arrived this week to 
assist, or rather share in the labors of Miss 
Phillips, i in section A. Sheis Miss A. Cary, 
from Maine, and [ should judge will make 
an efficient laborer in our good cause. 


Affairs in that section seem in an excel- 
lent condition, at least as far as the comfort 
of the men is concerned, although they are 
rather crowded. The number of deaths this 
week is higher than in any during the past 
year. One article is particularly spoken of 
as much needed there by our Agents, which 
. 1s nice crackers. Many a man is more bene- 
fited by a cracker in the right time, than by 
a full meal at another time. - 


FOOT-BALLS. 


Several officers have spoken to me about 
furnishing ‘foot-balls,’’ for the use of the 
men in the Barracks, as they would be a 
ereat Inducement to exercise of which the 
men need to take more than they do. I 
would respectfully recommend that they be 
furnished. 


From GerorGae A. MILER. 


I have spent a large part of my time in 
Divisions, Nos. 1 and 2 of the General 
Hospital. As Dr. Vanderkieft has charge 
of the goods sent into the Naval School 
Hospital, and has made’ them accessible to 
the lady nurses, there is little need of a 
Visitor to attend to the distribution of cloth- 
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ing. Thesameis also true of the St. John’s 
College Hospital. The Claim Agency has 
a oreat field here, if it can be worked. 
There was a muster for commutation of 
rations for prisoners, last summer, and 
about four months afterwards their certifi- 
cates were sent on; but about four-fifths of the 
men who were mustered, had been sent else- 
where. And whether their certificates were 
of value to them or not, I know not.. The 
men are all eager to have something done 
to secure the collecting of the abnimutaen 
of rations, and I am not less anxious to do 
it. There seems to be a reluctance on the 
part of some of the officers to sign some of 
the papers necessary to collect back pay. 

When a’person is discharged for disabil- 
ity, he generally wants to make application 
for a pension, and I feel no delicacy in re- 
gard to presenting his papers. ‘Some wish 
to have their State and County bounties 
collected, which of course we are at liberty 
to do. 

In a religious view, there can be no 
{mit to the work here, and in particular on 
the arrival of large numbers from the South 
where they have been stripped of every 
thing. _I would suggest the propriety of 
being prepared to distribute Testaments 
among them.. 


INTERESTING FROM ANNAPOLIS, MD. 
BY J. ADDISON WHITAKER. 


i Oct: 22, 1864. 
I herewith respectfully present my report 
for the week ending this date. 


OFFICE. 
I have expended the sum of two hundred 


and twenty- -eight dollars and twenty cents, 


($228 20), as per statement (paper A) 
sent forward to B. Collins, Assistant Trea- 
surer, New York. 

I have issued stores as per paper B. This 


. paper will also show stock on hand, what has 


been received, &ce. IL would respectfully 
recommend this form for general adoption, 
as it will be found on trial, to serve our 
purposes admirably. 

Our office work engrosses so uch of my 
time, that I am prevented making as many 
visits to the whole field of our work as I 
should like. 

FLAG OF TRUCE BOAT. 

The arrival of the Flag of Truce Boat 
gave us a great deal to do, no one unless 
he is present can form an idea of the.condi- 
tion of both officers and men on their arri- 
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val here, of course those who can gain relief 


in no other way, find their way to our office 
and their reappearance makes all the appeals 
that any heart needs, to move it to efforts 
for relief. 

That relief to the soldiers is in stationery, 
a towel, handkerchief, tobacco, &c., which 
makes him as happy as a child with a pres- 
ent.of a new toy. As one poor fellow said, 
“J feel just as though I had been let out of 
some place!’’ and itis a fact that a great 
many are so weak or overjoyed as to appear 
a little beside themselves. 

Hospitals are crowded, and therefore only 
the worst cases are taken into them. Con- 
sequently a great many are sent to Camp 
Parole who can drag themselves out there. 

One dear fellow had to stop at the office, 
he was ready to faint away, he had suffered 
with diarrhoea so long that he was a walk- 
ing skeleton almost. I gave him a bottle 
of Jamaica Ginger, and addressed words of 
cheer to him, but he was so depressed in 
spirits that they seemed to break up the 
very fountain of his heart; he wept like a 
child, he was homesick, and almost heart- 
broken. I gave him transportation to the 
camp, and directed our agent there to take 
a special interest in his case. 

Jt did my heart good to see our first pa- 
roled Navy Officers come back. I did all I 
could for them; would like to have done 
more, but was afraid I would transgress my 
limits of authority in expenditure 

I never saw any one so happy as they 
were when old ‘living’ clothing was 
thrown away and our new comfortable un- 
der clothes and new pants were put on. It 
was really a laughable sight to see them 
half naked running about the office and yard 
full of mirth, changing as rapidly as 
possible. 

Their thankfullness and appreciation of 
all that was done I am sure from what was 
said will be shown when they receive their 
pay, and get home where they can write for 
papers and contribute their means. 

The demand for thousands of stationery 
and towels, &c., is very great after the 
arrival of a boat, and really we should be 
well supplied. * * * 


Oct. 29, 1864. 

*  * Office duties increase weekly. We 
have more calls for information, more cor- 
respondence, and more relief work to do 
than ever. In addition to our usual work 
in the office, our labors are increased by the 
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efforts we make to meet all demands on our 
time in regard to the ‘“‘ Claim Agency.” A 
great deal of information is being scattered 
throughout the country by the blanks fur- 
nished by the General Claim Agent, being 
given to relatives and friends of the soldier 
visiting here. Weare also giving attention 
to the work suggested bythe ‘ Chief As- 
sistant of Special Relief,’ and in a little 
while shall be able to throw a large amount 
of work on Back Pay accounts into his 
hands. As this field is a new one in this 
work of the Commission, some little trouble 
has been experienced by the ignorance of 
the officer as to what was his duty in regard 
to the same. However, after a proper ex- 
planation the requisite papers’are given, and 
and all the co-operation we can ask is cor- 
dially given, and our service fully appreci- 
ated?) * = 

We have occupied the new house for our 
‘¢ Home,” which is filled daily with sorrow- 
ful and deeply afflicted relatives of soldiers. 

Three agrived on Saturday night, and on 
going to the hospital found those whom they 
loved so dearly and for whose sake they had 
traveled so far, they having come all the 
way from Illinois, were dead ! and were to 
be buried on the morrow. 

How welcome the quiet retreat which the 
‘“‘ Home” afforded, was tothem. ‘This is an 
illustration of one of its benefits. 

For Report of Meals and Lodgings, &c., 
see Paper *” FP” 

The additional expense to which we are. 
put, by the new building, will return a 
thousand fold in blessings upon the Com- 
mission and the soldier. * * * 


PRISONERS FROM RED RIVER. 


New ORLEANS, 
Oct. 21, 1864. 

* * * Mr. Stearns accompanies our 
Commissioner of Exchange of prisoners to 
Red River, to-day. As our men will be 
obliged to walk from Syler to Alexandria, 
and possibly from there to the mouth of 
Red River, many will become exhausted 
and require attention. Mr. Stearns will 
take with him an amount of concentrated 
food and stimulant. 

Since the capture of Forts Powell, Gaines, 
and Morgan, situated on Mobile Bay, there 
has been considerable transportation across 
Lake fPontchartrain to this city? All 
steamers land about five miles from the 
city ; the cars do not run after eight o’ clock 
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P.M., and of course, all soldiers that arrive 
have noaccommodations. After consulting 
the Medical Director on Major-General 
Canby’s Staff, I resolved to open a ‘Sol- 
diers’ Lodge,” at Lakeport. The main 
difficulty was to obtain a house, I labored 
two days faithfully, but the seceshelement 
was too strong for me to obtain what I 
wanted, and I had no promise of military 
authority to enforce any I desired. 

The Railroad Company have given me 
the privilege of occupying a building they 
own on the extreme end of the wharf. I 
shall endeavor to obtain the lumber of the 
Quarter Master’s Depot, and the mechanical 
genius of Mr. Furniss will avail me in mak- 
ing a good Lodge, the benefits of which will 
be duly appreciated. 

The expense will be considerable. If the 
Quarter Master will furnish lumber, per- 
haps over $100, if he does not, perhaps 
over $300. I cannot wait to hear if my 
course is approved. I shall go ahead and 
_ abide the consequences. I always keep 
steadily in view economy to the Commis- 
sion, with advantage to the soldiers. 


ECONOMY OF WOOLEN UNDERCLOTHING. 
The following extract of a letter addressed 
from ‘City Point, Va., to the New York 
State Military Agent at Washington, D. 
C., by Mr. J. V. Van Ingen, is worthy of 
especial notice. ‘The writer has had large 


and long experience, and his views are 


entitled to much respect. 


The demand for woolen shirts, drawers 
and socks, is always very great; but the 
need now is more imperative than ever be- 
fore, at this season and in this climate ; and 
I am told here that every woolen shirt given 
out costs the Commission nearly four dovl- 
lars. The class really needing them most 
is that of the convalescents, returning or 
about to return from hospital to regiment, 
with little flesh and blood about them, and 
almost certain to relapse if sent away thinly 
clad. In very many cases these must go 
' back shivering, unless the Commission or a 
State Agency supply them; and it may be 
weeks before the convalescent, returned to 
duty, can “draw” them in his regiment. 
The sequel isa relapse and a return to 
hospital. 

And this brings up a very urgent and 
momentous question of economy. Where 
one thousand dollars is paid readily as bounty 
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to a raw recruit, out of the public treasury, 
is it not a strange contradiction and neglect 
of wise economy, (leaving humanity out of 
the question,) to suffer the loss of the vig- 
orous service of an experienced soldier by 
this defect in arrangements and provisions, 
otherwise so admirable and bountiful ? 

A soldier is brought to the hospital, sick 
or wounded, from a distant camp or line. 
His soiled or bloody shirt and drawers re- 
placed by a hospital shirt and drawers of 
cotton ; he remains for weeks—unpaid most 
likely ; recovers, ‘‘is returned to duty,”— 
but, if he cannot comunicate with his regi- 
ment, and often even if he can, there is no 
provided source for fitting him out warmly 
for hig new exposure, except the charities 
of the Commission. It is so, too, as regards 
rheumatic invalids in hospital, requiring 
warm, woolen underclothes. I know how 
entirely you will agree with me, from your 
own large experience in your office, when I 
express the earnest wish, that this simple 
consideration could rw/e in all that regards 
the sick and temporarily disabled soldier, 
who is not a proper subject for immediate 
discharge ; namely, that “If a green recruit 
is worth $1,200 or $1,500 to put into the 
ranks, then it is the purest economy to 
spend at least half as much on any means 
and appliances which promise to promote 
and hasten the restoration of a sick or dis- 
abled veteran to sound health and vigor, 
and to efficient service.” 

I wish that this rule could dominate in 
all that relates to our hospitals, as it cer- 
tainly has been recognized by the Sanitary 
Commission. ” 


HOMES AND LODGES. 
¥ MEMPHIS. 

At the Lodge in Memphis, during the 
four months ending with October Ist, there 
were furnished 1,335 lodgings and 4,501 
meals; and pay to the amount of $3,573 56 
was drawn and paid over to furloughed and 
discharged men. 

CAIRO. 

At the Home in Cairo, during the four 
weeks ending Sept. 28th, there were fur- 
nished 7,712 lodgings and 17,630 meals. 


LOUISVILLE. 

Mr? Morton, the superintendent of the 
Home in Louisville, writes under date of 
Sept. 30th: 

Rations were furnished at the ‘‘ Home” 
and “Rest” for the month of September, 
as follows: 


S17 


2 
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From the Ist to 10th, 6,996 
‘ci 10th to-20th, 8,206 
«20th to 30th, . 11,129 

Total, . 26,329 


.The month has been one of unusual ac- 
tivity In every department, and our capa- 
city, in the way of quarters, has not been 
equal to the demand for accommodations. 
The number of sick.and wounded cared for 
has averaged about one hundred daily; and 
for the comfort and better accommodation 
of such, a diet-kitchen and special cook 
have been provided, which makes our ar- 
rangements for that department complete in 
every way. 

NASHVILLE. 

Capt. Brayton makes the following report 
for the month of September : 
Number of furloughed men and men 

traveling under orders admitted, . 8,546 
Number discharged men admitted, . 330 


Total, . . 8,876 
From the following States: Ohio, 2,248 ; 
Indiana, 1,279; Lllinois, 1,722; Michigan, 


460; Wisconsin, 496; Pennsylvania, 385; | 


Kentucky, 430; lowa, 610; Minnesota, 
27; New York, 163; New Jersey, 46; 
Tennessee, 145; Kansas, 27; Missouri, 
203; Connecticut, 7; Massachusetts, 29 ; 
Alabama, 20; Maine,1; U.S. Army, 719. 
Number meals furnished, 
Sarai iiosiy F : 9,518 
“furnished with transportation, 8,670 
‘<. for whom back pay wasdrawn, 104 
Amount drawn and paid over, . $29,194 18 
We have dressed the wounds of 1,499 
men, and cared for 325 sick men who 
needed medical attendance. There have 
been given out 381 shirts, 257 pairs draw- 
ers, 124 pairs pants, 44 coats, 13 dressing 
gowns, 6 pairs socks, 3 blouses. 
NEW ALBANY. 


During September, at the Home in New 
Albany, 674 ledgings, and 2,391 meals have 
been provided. 


SPECIAL RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 
BY J. B. ABBOTT. 


I have the honor to submit the following 
report of the special relief work under m 
charge, for week ending Oct. 29th, 1864: 
Number of applications of discharged sol- 

diers for aid in adjusting their papers 

and collecting their pay, taken and re- 
corded, : ; ; wit Ly. 


@ 


, 25,820 | 
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Number of cases settled, . : 37 
Amount collected, . $4,802 92 


Number of bounty cases taken 


and recorded, .. , : 4 
Number allowed, : 8 
Amount collected, .. $750 00 
Number of applications from sick and 

wounded soldiers in General Hospi- 

tals for aid in collecting back pay 
taken and recorded, trieer AZ 
Number of sick cases adjusted, . 43 
Amount of pay secured, . $3,607 24 
Number of applications from the fami- 
lies of prisoners of war for aid in col- 


lecting their back pay, °. ; ae 
Number of sick cases adjusted, . 3 
Amount of pay secured, $310 75 
Number of naval claims recorded, . 36 
Number of sick claims allowed, . 3 
Amovnt of money secured, $655 88 
Number of pension claims re- © 

corded and filed, . : : © 43 
Number of sick claims allowed,. _ 10 
Number of claims for arrears of 

pay and bounty filed in the 

Second Auditor’s office, : + 
Number of sick claims allowed,. 2 
Amount of money secured on the 3 

two cases allowed, $287 35 
The aggregate number of cases’ ~ 

taken and recorded, 152 
The aggregate number of cases 

adjusted, . SOR 106 


The aggregate amount of money - 


collected, .  . $10,414 14 
Number of drafts forwarded, . §° 26 
Amount of the 26 drafts, . 


. $1,966 11 


EXPENSE ACCOUNT. 


Cash on hand Oct. 24th, . $36 94 — 
Cash received from Sanitary 
Commission, Kt oe bbe . $1,600 00 
Cash refunded from loan ace’t,. $30 25 
Expenditures, . : . $115 65 
Cash on hand this date, . $1,551 54 


HOMES AMD LODGES. 

At Lodge No. 4, the number of meals fur- 

nished to soldiers, 3,025 
Number of lodgings furnished, 435 | 

At the other places the amount of work 
accomplished is about the same as usual. 
At the Alexandria Lodge several soldiers 
have died of late, all having been brought 
to the Lodge in a dying condition. One of 
them was shot seven times by guerrillas, 
five times after he surrendered. This oc- 
curred out on the Manassas Gap Railroad. 
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He lived to reach this Lodge, but died while 
being removed from the stretcher on which 
he was brought. 

A. H. Trego reports one hundred and ten 
sick and wounded soldiers waited upon and 
assisted in transit between Washington and 
New York. He advises me that many of 
them, whom he has assisted, were utterly 
unfit to travel alone, and were exceedingly 
grateful for the aid he rendered them. 

Since my last report I have received an 
important decision in a case submitted to 


the Second Comptroller on the 2d of Sep-: 


tember last, and which he referred to the 
Secretary of War. The point in question 
was this: “Are re-enlisted veterans, when 
discharged from the service, entitied to 
travel pay and allowances to their place of 
original enrollment, or only to the place of 
their re-enlistment ?” 
U/S. Santrary Commission, ! 


“Sproat Revier” Orricz, 389 H Street, 
Wasuineron, D. C., Sept, 2d, 1864. 


Hon. J. M. Broapueap, 7 | 
Second Comptroller, Treasury Department. 

Sir :—I have the honor to submit to you, 
for decision, the: case of Orris A. Bishop, 
saddler, Company B, 8th Llinois Cavalry, 
who joined the company on its original or- 
ganization at Sycamore, Illinois, and mus- 
tered into the service of the United States 
at St. Charles, Illinois, on the 18th day of 
September, 1861; was re-mustered into the 
service as a veteran January Ist, 1864, at 
Culpepper, Virginia, and on the 27th day 
August, 1864, discharged from the service 
of the United States, by reason of surgeon’s 
certificate of disability. He now claims 
transportation and subsistence from the 
place of his discharge to the original place 
of enrollment; but there is a question whe- 
ther he is entitled to it to his original place 
of enrollment, or only to Culpepper, Vir- 
_ginia, the place of his re-muster into the 
Service as a veteran. 

Your decision on the point in question 
will confer a great favor upon many veteran 
soldiers, and 

Your most obedient servant, 
(Signed) J. B. Axsport, 


Chief Assistant Special Relief Office. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
Srconp CoMPTROLLER’S OFFICE, } 
Oct. 21, 1864. 


J. B. Anzort, Esaq., 
389 H Street, Washington. 
Sir :—I am this day in receipt of the de- 
cision of the Secretary of War, stating that 
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“the free transportation of veteran volun- 
teerr to and from their homes, upon occasion 
of their re-enlistment furlough, was one of 
the conditions of their re-entering the ser- 
vice, and, like the bounty then paid, to be 
considered a gratuity.” 

I enclose herewith the discharge and final 
statements of Orris A. Bishop, whose case 
comes within the scope of the decision. 

Very respectfully yours, 
J. M. BRoADHEAD, 
Comptroller. 


/ 
Wark DeparTMENT, s 
PAYMASTER GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
WASHINGTON, Oct. 21, 1864. 


J. B. Apsort, Esq., 
389 H Street, Washington, D.C. 

Sir :——The papers in the case of Orris 
A. Bishop, saddler, Company B, 8th Illinois 
Cavalry, forwarded by you to this office, 
having been submitted to the Second Comp- 
troller, he decides that “A volunteer dis- 
charged to re-enlist as a veteran, under 
Order No. 191, (dated 25th June, 1863,) 
is, in effect, only transferred to another or- 
ganization in the same service, and when 
finally discharged is entitled to his travel, 
pay, and allowances to his place of original 
enrollment, and not to the place where he: 
re-eplisted. The Secretary of War having 
decided that the transportation to be fur- 
nished, under General Order 376, (dated 
Nov. 21, 1863,) to veteran volunteers going 
on furlough to and from their respective 
homes, after discharge from their original 
enlistment, was designed to be a gratuity, 
no deduction on account of such transpor- 
tation will be made from their pay, &c., 
when they shall be finally discharged, or at 
any other time.” 

The papers are herewith returned. 

Very respectfully, your ob’t servant, 
(Signed) B. W. Bric, 
Acting Paymaster General. 

The importance of this decision will be 
realized by the re-enlisted veterans when 
they are finally discharged, as it will place 
in their possession at, least one million of 
dollars, if not two millions. Heretofore, 
they have only received travel pay and al- 
lowances to the place where they re-en- 
listed. 


I herewith submit the following report of 
the Special Relief Work under my. charge, 
for the week ending November 5, 1864. 


Number of pay accounts of discharged 
soldiers taken and recorded, . oad 
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Number of claims for back pay, . OD 
Number of claims for bounty, 6 
Number of claims for the pay of pris 
oners of war, 12 
Number of naval claims, . smi 
Number of pension claims, 26 
Number of claims for arrears of pay 
and bounty, . 2 
Whole number of claims received and 
acted upon, . . 201 


Number of pay accounts of discharged 
soldiers adjusted and money collected, 27 
Number of claims for back pay adj usted, 3 


Number of bounty claims allowed, . 1 
Number of claims for the pay of phe 
oners of war allowed, . 6 
Number of naval claims allowed, . 380 
Number of pension claims allowed, BES i 
Whole number of claims and cases 
adjusted, . . 120 


Amount collected on the pay 
accounts of discharged sol- 








diers, $4,955 09 
Amount of back pay secured, . 3,026 23 
Amount of bounty collected, 100 00 
Amount of pay collected for 

the families of ee of 

» war, 197 12 
Amount collected on naval 

claims, 2,052 28 
Total amount collected, . . 10,780 72 


EXPENSE ACCOUNT. 
Cash received from the Sanitary 


Commission and otherwise, 300 25 
Expenditures, . 234 45 
Cash on hand, Novern bar 5, 65 20 


HOMES AND LODGES. 

The number of meals given at Lodge No. 
4, to soldiers and seamen was 2,980. 

There has been quite a large number of 
seamen accommodated here during the week, 
while waiting to have their claims for pay 
and prize money adjusted. 

The report of the Alexandria Lodge shows 
the whole number of soldiers and soldiers’ 
friends admitted since last report to be 146. 
Number of meals furnished, 243; number 
of lodgings furnished, 83. 

There has been an unusual number of 
very sick and severely wounded men to take 
care of temporarily, from the regiments on 
duty along the line of the Manassas Gap 
and the Orange and Alexandria Railroads. 
These men are transferred to hospital with 
as little delay as possibie after reaching the 
Lodge. 
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The report from the Soldiers’ Home in 
Baltimore, shows 72 admitted since the last 
report, including 12 soldiers’ friends and, 1 
refugee. Number of meals given, 363. 
Number of lodings furnished, 108. 

Since my last report I have employed 
one man, a discharged soldier, who has 
been in the service three years, and has 
lost his left arm. I have now seven dis- 
charged soldiers on Hes pay roll of this 
office. 

During the week catia ovember 5, a 
large number of furloughs have been grant- 
ed to soldiers to go home and vote at the 
presidential election, transportation being 
furnished them to and from their homes 
free of charge. So great has been the rush 
around the transportation offices, that many 
were delayed one and two days i in getting 
their transportation; while thus waiting 
around-the doors of the offices, we have 
prepared coffee and food and carried to 
them. Those who were lame or too feeble 
to endure the crowd, we took their furloughs 
and obtained the transportation for them. 
They were exceedingly gratified for this 
kindness. 


A WORD TO THE BRANCHES. 

You are organized for work. You do 
work, The history of the war has demon- 
strated more capacity for work in your ma- 
chinery, from the several centres to their 
remotest auxiliaries, than was ever estimated 
even by yourselves. You have done so much 
that it is very evident you can do a great 
deal more. Your very success in the past 
has given you facilities for greater success 
in the future. There is more friction, how- 
ever, than there need be in some of your 
organizations, but no more than you can 
remove. Will you permit a brief examina- 
tion of one of the causes of this friction, 
and a few suggestions for remedying it? 

Itis this. There is notalways unity of pur- 
pose. Preferences are expressed for send-. 
ing supplies here or there. In large States, 
like New York and Pennsylvania for exam- 
ple, one portion of the State prefers to act 
independently of another portion; each de- 
sires to be a centre for itself, and to be sup- 
plied by constituencies of its, or their own 
choosing. Little districts are then formed— 
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little independencies—the natural inclina- 
tion of which is to set up for themselves. 
This is well, when the centre of the little 
circle becomes itself tributary to the larger 
one, but, when it does not, evil to the cause 
must be the consequence. Let managers, 
_ corresponding secretaries, and others hav- 
ing control of Branches, see to it that they 
cultivate the most kindly relations with the 
more distant places,—associate managers in 
counties and other officers of societies, and 
through them to each member and to the 
community generally. The Pope issues 
bulls; Bishops, letters; Governors, mes- 
sages ; and Presidents, proclamations. Why 
not women in charge of Branches issue let- 
_ters to the associate managers in the several 
counties within their respective boundaries, 
and these to the little societies in the seve- 
. Tal towns of their counties respectively, in- 
fusing into all the spirit, work, and plans of 
the Commission, and asking from all, the 
freest interchange of thought and effort. 
Concentrated labor is felt; supplies accu- 
mulated, are seen, known, and accounted 
for; independent effort, to gratify local 
pride or promote some narrow purpose, fails 
to do much good. | 

Union should be the watchword of all the 


Aid Societies, as it is of all the loyal people 
and States. 


QUESTIONS. 

We propose to Associate Managers 
throughout the country, to adopt a list of 
questions to be answered by the town and 
village societies in their respective neigh- 
borhoods, and forwarded to the corres- 
ponding secretaries of the several branches, 
as follows: 

1. What is the name and _locatiori> of 
your society ? 

2. How many working members has it? 
3.\How many contributing members ? 

4. How often does it meet ? 

5. What is the monthly average of its 
work ? | 
6. What is its plan for raising money ? 
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7. Is a correct record kept of its receipts 
of supplies, and of their shipment? 

8. What is needed to increase the effici- 
ency of the society ? 

9. Does it hold public meetings fre- 
quently ? 

10. Do the churches, and the pastors of 
churches in your neighborhood co-operate 
with you? : 

11. What objections are there to your 
plans among the people of your town or 
village ? 

12. What can be relied on for the next 
three months from your society ? 

18. What other associations for relief of 
soldiers exist in your neighborhood ? 

14. What new societies have been formed, 
and where are they located ? 

Questions like these, carefully answered 
once in three months, and forwarded through 
the Branches to the Central Office, would 
furnish material for very valuable statistics, 
and it is hoped that our various Auxiliaries 
will do their share in furnishing the desired 
information. 


THE LIFE OF THE COMMISSION. 

The United States Sanitary Commission, 
in its conception, organization, and work, is 
the expression of a grand idea. That idea 
is its life. It must grow, as all life does, 
when not encumbered by extraneous or ad- 
ventitious hindrances. 

Men are called to defend the unity of the 
nation, and thus exhibit in their humanity 
the idea of nationality. They belong to 
the nation. For the time being, they lose 
their individuality as citizens, and are 
merged into a common struggle for a com- 
mon end. They need help, and must have 
it. The impulse of sympathy for the men 
causes fountains to open, from which, means 
of help and comfort flow for humanity's 
sake. The emotions of love for country 
excite effort to save life and strengthen 
arms, for the country’s sake. Men and 
nation are both needed for the cause of free 
institutions in all the world; for freedom of 
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thought and action seem to be essential to 
the accomplishment of the Divine purposes 
towards mankind. ‘This great idea is em- 
bodied in these words,— 


GOOD WILL TO MEN; 


——the idea that moved God so to love the 
world as to redeem it—that stirred the 
hearts of angels to sing, and that has given 
life and power to Christianity, in all the 
generous developments of its spirit, in every 
age; and that is now the motive power of 
every good work in every branch of Chris- 
tian enterprise. 

The idea is, good will to ad/ men, irre- 
spective of name, class, or locality. State 
lines are obliterated by the touch of this 
power. Denominational differences are not 
thought of, by the mind that is possessed of 
this idea. It is the life of the Commission. 
It is its power. It is the life of the people, 
the power of the nation; and because it is, 
there can be no disagreement in principle 
or in purpose, between the Commission 
and the people. 

The animus of the Commission being 
sound, however, does not imply that its or- 
ganization is complete, because all human 
organizations are of necessity imperfect ; 
they are so, because humanity is imperfect. 
But we claim for the Commission that, not- 
withstanding its imperfections in form, (and 
in this respect it has a brotherhood relation 
to all kindred institutions,) it is neverthe- 
less unequalled in its comprehensive scope 
of effort, in the simplicity of its plans, in 
the earnestness of its laborers, in the cheap- 
ness of its conduct, and in the magnificent 
results of its efforts, by any other organiza- 
tion known to men. 

AID SOCIETIES. 

Take the thousands of Aid Bacitinel that 

meet week after week throughout the land, 


their general, harmonious co-operation, 
the hundreds of thousands of boxes, bar- 


rels, and parcels that are flowing into the. 


various Branches in our larger cities in 
the North and West, from these societies,— 
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think of the thousands of children who are 
doing their little work, and the hundreds of 
crippled and aged people in their solitude 
who are knitting and sewing and praying 
for the soldier, and for the country; ; and 
what is the idea that gives impulse, toil, 
perseverance, sacrifice to all these? The 
answer is, good will to our soldiers and to 
our country. Such is the basis upon which 


the machinery of the Commission is built. 


RAILROADS AND EXPRESS COMPANIES. 


Take now the means of transportation 
all over the country, traversing in all direc- 
tions to and from our great centres of trade. 
and through our rural districts; examine 
their books, and it will be found that hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars have been 
contributed by these corporations and com- 
panies, in freight and express charges, that 
the people may not be embarrassed by even 
ordinary expenses, in their plans for con- 
tributing to the army. Consider these 
things, and ask, What the motive? where 
the inducement? The answer is, good will 
to our soldiers—loyalty to our government. 


GOVERNMENT FACILITIES. 


Look at the interest manifested by the 
Government in the care of its sick and 
wounded. Never did a nation provide so 
liberally before. The hospital stores were 
never so abundant, or so varied, in the his- 
tory of our own, or other lands, as they are 
at this time. A government was never so 
earnest to make a soldier’s life, as much as 
possible, like home life. Hospitals, in field 
and city, never had so many competent sur- 
geons; and soldiers were never better fed in 
the trenches, or better cared for in hospitals. 
_ Look at, the transportation for battle 
stores allowed in the field, by agencies 
that are only supplementary to the Gov-’ 
ernment, and the kindly sentiment that 
prevails among army officials towards the 
Commission, and ask the question, Why? 
The answer is, to save men from suffering 
and death, and to save’ the nation to itself 
and its people. 


The Sanitary Commission Bulletin. 


ENCOURAGEMENT. 
* With such a call from the army, such a 
noble response from the people, such wil- 
lingness on the part of the Government, 
the Commission is constantly assured that, 
in the great heart of the people, the divine 
idea that gave it existence, still lives and 
moves. The people continue to do good 
deeds, and confident that there can be no 


failure on their part to furnish contribu- . 


tions, the agencies of the Commission, as 
they are found in every city, camp, and 
hospital, will still be employed as reliable 
. instrumentalities for the dispensation of 
their supplies. 


DUTY. a. 
Need it be asked, What is duty? The 
excitement of the political campaign is at 
anend. The election is over. The policy 
of the government is decided. The war 
will go on till the rebellion is no more. 
Soldiers will still fall in battle; many more 
will be in hospital. Thousands who are, and 
will be permanently disabled, will leave the 
ranks and return to their homes. What 
_ Shall be done with, and for them? The Aid 
Societies are still at work. The Government 
never was more earnest or bountiful. Soci- 
eties, companies, corporations— all—who 
are loyal to the country and who love the 
right, are conscious of the great responsi- 
bility that is upon us asa people, and of the 
great duty we have to perform. Let us do 
it nobly—do it with good will, with sacri- 
fice if need be, but do it—work for the sick 
and wounded, save life for its own sake, 
save men for the country’s sake, do our 
- duty for our own sake, do all-for the sake 
of Him, to whom we must give account. 


FACTS AND FIGURES, 
BY REV. JOHN A. ANDERSON. 


The streets in front of the transportation 
‘ offices were jammed. The sidewalks lead- 
ing from thence to the Baltimore depot 
were jammed. The spacious station-house 
was jammed. ‘The railings which barred 
out the crowd from the cars were not half 
so squeezed together as was the crowd itself; 


/ 


823 


and when the cars were once fortunately 
gotten into, they were more than jammed. 
It was a jam-up affair ;*for hale heroes just 
from out the trenches before Petersburg, 
and hearty heroes just from out the columns 
with which splendid Sheridan has so often 
whirled Early, were going home by the 
hundreds and by the more than thousands 
to vote. In the strength of heroism, and 
better, in the majesty of simple American 
citizens, they were, shoulder by shoulder 
with their old neighbors, to deposit a silent 
ballot for Lincoln or McClellan as each 
might will; for though defenders of their 
country and soldiers, that country had not 
seen fit to politically ostracise them because 
thereof; and they voted unrestrainedly, not 
as soldiers, but as citizens. , 

But though hale and hearty as hundreds 
of them were, more thousands were just eut 
of hospital; with hands off, with arms o%, 
with legs off, with faces emaciated by disease 
and frames terribly burnt out by fevers. 
Those who were strong, might stand six and 
ten hours before the quartermaster’s win- 
dows awaiting an opportunity to present 
their papers; and those who had limbs 
might be able tostand as many hours befvre 
the railings, and to hustle through the dense 
mass’ into the cars. But more than two- 
thirds of the whole number were either so 
weakened by disease, or so disabled by 
wounds, as to render such feats of endurance 
and vigor impossible. 


SOLDIERS GOING HOME, 


All day and all night long the stream 
from City Point, the one from Shenandoah, 
and the one from the Washington and 
Alexandria hospitals, would meet and surge 
against the depot, ere it was permitted to 
pour along the railways ; and in the inevit- 
able delay, many a tottering convalescent 
was famished for food, and shrouded by chill 
night. 

SOLDIERS’ HOME AND LODGE. 


Close by the depot was the “ Soldiers’ 
Home ;” and close by the up town trans- 
portation office, was the “ Soldier’s Lodge” 
on H street; and not only did the Com- 
mission throw wide their doors, but: also 
agents were constantly pressing through the 
crowds and culling out the weakliest and 
neediest, whom they assisted to tables 
smoking with well filled dishes, and to beds 
smiling with cleanliness. From dawn until 
midnight those tables were never emptied, 
or, rather, were re-filled as rapidly as 
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emptied, a fact that may be seen from the 
following extract from the books :— 

















MEALS. NIGHT’S LODGINGS. 
Home. Lodge. Home Lodge. 
Nov. Jl, 1,050 . wdolte ger eod 84 
2, 1,426 390 449 50 
3, 1,284 352 410 70 
4, 1,163 285 336 70 
5,123 2140 1,589 274 
2.140 274 
Total. 7,263 1,863 


Nearly two thousand snug beds to shel- 
terless sick men, and over seven thousand 
meals to hungry convalescents, may be re- 
garded as good work for two of the Wash- 
ington special relief institutions in ninety- 
six hours’ time; and the capacity of the 
Lodge, it will be seen, was far from being 
fully tested, owing to its distance from the 
depot. 

But this was the smallest part of the 
comfort actually afforded. 

Our wife’s hand-bag is somewhat of a 
nuisance when we go railroading, and doubt- 
less the plethoric knapsack is no small bur- 
den and anxiety to sick men who must wait 
hours in the jam. 


CHECKING BAGGAGE. 


Between two and three thousand checks 
were issued to these, their baggage safely 
stowed, and when desired, re- delivered to 
the owner. 


TRANSPORTATION. 


The papers of those who were too feeble 
or too badly crippled to reach the office, 
were taken by Sanitary Commission agents 
to the quartermaster, and transportation 
secured upon them; when, after a meal or 
a night’s sleep, the poor fellow was helped 
into a car, nestled down into a seat, and sent 
on his way rejoicing, to be similarly aided— 
should aid be needed—by the U. 8. Sanitary 
Commission at Baltimore, Harrisburg, Pitts- 
burg, Cincinnati, Buffalo, Philadelphia, 
New York, Boston, Portland and many 
other railroad centres. 


FEEDING IN THE STREET. 


Then, too, numbers far greater than the 
7000 above mentioned, were fed in the 
streets and in the depot ; for although many 
had been two days on the way, eating 
nothing but hard tack, if that, yet so intense 
was the longing to push homeward, and so 
great was the streag lest by leaving the line 
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“enter the buildings ; 


for a meal the only chance should be lost, 
that hundreds declined the invitation to 
and to these were car- 
ried steaming bucketsful of coffee and bas- 
kets of soft bread and cold meat. 

It seems a little thing to mention the 
constant streams of water which kept pour- 
ing into wash basins and canteens, but thirst 
and dirt are great annoyances. 

Week after week such genuine christiani- 
ty is being silently practised by the Sani- 
tary Commission. \ As one looked at the 
poor fellows who, faint and weary, sat at 
the edges of the throng, yearning for home, 
hoping for it, with home for the first time 
in years a possibility, with the cars that 
would turn that ‘possibility into a certainty . 
in sight, and yet blocked out as if with gran- 
ite by that solid mass about the gates, one 
could not but remember the five porches of 
Bethesda: ‘‘In these lay a great multitude 
of impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered, 
waiting for the moving of ‘the water ’ and 
of the impotent man who answered the 
Saviour :—“ Sir, I have no man, when the 
water is troubled, to put me in the pool ; 
but while I am coming another steppeth 
down before me.” One need not go to 
Palestine and to the first century to be a 
good Samaritan. 

The sum total of “aid and comfort’ given. 
at these institutions can only be cast up 
by the recipients; but be it ever so large, 
it can never approximate to the munificence ~ 
of generosity with which this loyal, people 
would greet its hero sons, nor to the lugu- 
riance of honor which it would wreathe 
upon the brows of its preservers. 

The rush at the “‘ Home” still keeps up, 
and after election, when these men return, 
will have to be gone through again. 


Washington, November 5, 1864. 


HOW THEY DO IN THE NORTH-WEST. 


The work of the friends of the soldier 
in Chicago, the centre of the Sanitary Com- 
mission for the North-West, has taken a new - 
impulse, the influence of which is felt even 
here in the Hast. The following exhibit of 
two months work will be read with interest. 

The number of ‘packages (i. e., barrels 
and boxes,) received during the last two 
months, is 804. The number shipped is 
3,297 ; 2,493 of which have been boxes of 
purchased supplies, consisting of articles 


s 


never donated in quantities. The average 
value of these packages was formerly esti- 
mated at $40 per box or barrel, but the in- 
creased price of every article of food and 
clothing now renders $50 a low average es- 
timate for the value of the boxes received. 
At this estimate, it will be perceived that 
the value of the sanitary goods donated the 
Commission during the months of July and 
August, is $124,650. In addition to this, 
$26,881.63 worth of supplies have been 
purchased and forwarded to the front. The 
Commission has received $49,908.31 in 
money during the last two months, $40,000 
of which was the generous gift of the 
Northern Iowa Sanitary Fair, held in Du- 
buque, in June. The whole number of 
boxes shipped to the hospitals and to the 
front, from the beginning, is 46,890. Spe- 
cial shipments of supplies have been sent to 
Memphis, $8,000 worth having been pur- 
chased for the occasion. About $18,000 
worth have been purchased for Louisville, 
from whence they were to be re-shipped to 
the front. About $2,000 worth of supplies 
have been sent to Kansas, to the brother of 
old “John Brown,’ who is the sanitary 
agent for that district. The Commission 
expend regularly every week about $4,000 
in the purchase of necessaries for our 
wounded men, and will continue to do so 
during the present campaign. These pur- 
chased supplies, it will always be remem- 
bered, consist of articles which are never 
donated—which can only be obtained with 
money, and which are absolutely essential 
to the comfort and recovery of the men— 
as canned milk, concentrated extract of 
beef, green tea, crushed sugar, crackers, 
ale, wines, codfish, etc. It must not be for- 
gotten, that all these purchases and ship- 
_ments are exclusive of donations of articles 
which are received day by day, and which 
in the aggregate amount to ten times 
as much as the purchased supplies. All 
through the season, for the last five months, 
the average shipments of sanitary stores to 
the front and the hospitals, have been about 
ten tons daily. 

Supplies have been sent to Louisville, 
Chattanooga, Little Rock, Pine Bluff, Du- 
val’s Bluff, Memphis, Vicksburg, Cairo, 
and to the various hospitals in the vicinity. 
The Chicago hospitals, and the Chicago 
Soldiers’ Rest, and Home, have drawn on us 
as they have had need; and we are daily 
supplying soldiers in transitu, who call at 
our rooms for help. 
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_ CONTRIBUTIONS OF CHILDREN. 

The children of Chicago have manifested 
a very commendable and touching interest 
in the Sanitary Commission during the last 
two months. Those living in the West Divi- 
sion of the city have been fairly inoculated 
with a Sanitary Fair mania, which has had 
so extensive a run among their elders, and 
the July and August vacation has yielded 
the Commission quite a harvest from these 
little fairs, ‘They have been mostly held in 
the grassy yards of private houses, under 
the trees, and have been planned and car- 
ried on exclusively by children, from nine 
to fourteen years of age, who have mani- 
fested no little shrewdness in their calcu- 
lations, and ingenuity in their devices. 
These fairs have netted the Commission 
about three hundred dollars in money—a 
very handsome sum for children to earn 
during the fierce and torrid holidays. 

It was the good fortune of the writer to 
attend one of these fairs. A boy of four- 
teen stood at the gate as door-keeper, gravely 
exacting and receiving the five cents admis- 
sion fee which was charged. Another little 
chap of ten perambulated the side-walks 
for a block or two, carrying a banner in- 
scribed, ‘SANITARY FAIR FOR THE SOL- 
DIERS,” and drumming up customers for 
his sisters under the trees. ‘‘ Here’s your 
Sanitary Fair, for sick’ and wounded sol- 
diers,”’ he shouted, after the fashion of a 
newsboy; ‘‘ walk up, ladies and gentlemen, 
walk up!” Inside the yard, under the 
trees, from which the national colors de- 
pended, the Fair tables were spread, and | 
here sat the little fairy saleswomen, some 
of the wee ones, in high dining chairs, and 
all presiding over their wares with a dig- 
nity that provoked laughter. Big brothers 
stood behind them, ostensibly to see that 
their sisters made change right, but in re- 
ality, probably, because they enjoyed the 
whole affair, for the mimic traders resented 
any of their interference, stoutly declaring 
that ‘they could make change themselves.”’ 
One of the little gipsies shook back her 
curls, and lifting her sunny face, announced 
that ‘already they’d dot twenty-free dol- 
lars,” and she wanted to know how much 
that would buy for the soldiers. 

The Fair mania has extended into the 
country, and the young people of Lemont, 
Ill., sent $75 to the Sanitary Commission, 


as the result of their Fair, saying in a note, 


that ‘they made terriffic charges on the 
pockets or their fathers, which were com- 
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pletely successful.” Since then, the same 
parties have given a concert, which netted 
the Commission $40. 

A few days ago, a beautiful black-eyed, 
rosy-cheeked boy ran into the office of the 
Commission with an eager face, and handed 
to the treasurer a two-dollar greenback. 
Said he, “I’m five years old to-day, and 
my papa dw me two dollars to buy nuts 
and tandy—but I don’t want none, and you 
may div the money to the soldiers.” He 
could hardly wait to be thanked, or kissed, 
but off he ran to his play. God bless the 
children! their hearts are in the right 
place; and to them it is a pleasure to sac- 
rifice and labor for the brave men defending 
the country. 


A NEW METHOD FOR RAISING FUNDS. 


When it is remembered that the number 
of sick and wounded men now in hospital 
approximates one hundred thousand—that 
the military campaign is to be conducted to 
the end with no abatement of vigor—that 
half a million more men are soon to take 
the field, to pass through the inevitable 
sickness of acclimation and camp life—and 
that the Sanitary Commission has during 
the last two months disbursed half a million 
of dollars in money, to say nothing of do- 
nated stores, it will be seen that there must 
be a regular supply of means, which shall 
be’as unintermittent and ample as the de- 
mand, or fearful suffering must ensue among 
_ the country’s brave defenders. 

The Sanitary Commission now proposes 


that an effort be made to obtain from every | 


person in the Northwest the proceeds of one 
_ day’s labor, one day’s profits, or one day’s 
income, for the benefit of the sick and 
wounded of the army. It asks for the 
365th part of the gifts of Providence, for 
the benefit of the gallant men now _preserv- 
ing them for those at home. It is hoped 
that this appeal will be answered by the 
toiling seamstress and daughter of luxury, 
the hardy day laborer and skillful mechanic, 
by the millionaire, banker, and lawyer, by 
the successful merchant and his employés, 
by the hardy mariner and stalwart yeoman, 
by the government employé—even by cor- 


porate bodies, heretofore said to be destitute of 


souls. No class will be denied the privilege 
of uniting with, and none will be oppressed 
by this thorough and systematic plan. 

The various “trades, professions, and busi- 
nesses of this city are already organizing, 
with a view to obtain from all this voluntary 


The Sanitary Commission Bulletin. 


assessment. In many of the country towns 
there is completed an efficient organization 
for the carrying out of this purpose. It is 
recommended that committees of two or 
three persons should be appointed for every 
department of business and labor, mercan- 
tile, mechanical, agricultural, operative ; 
male and female, old and young. It is 
hoped that clergymen and Sabbath-schools, 
as well as business men and associations, 
will become interested in this plan—that 
the press may be subsidized in its behalf— 
that Aid Societies, Loyal Leagues, and Good 
Templars will take it in hand promptly and 
energetically. The way to do it is, to OR- 
GANIZE | Organize in your workshops, in 
your families. Let the men organize. Let 
the women organize. Let the trades organ- 
ize. Organize everywhere. Let the work- 
men give with their employers, the employ- 
ers with their workmen. 

It is easily done. If the workmen will 
authorize their employers to deduct one day 
from their week’s or month’s earnings, and 
the employers will add to it a day of their - 
profits, the whole will be acknowledged to- 
gether to the credit of the establishment. 
We say to all, go to work at once with us 
in this great work. Hurry forward your 
contributions. Every acknowledgment will 
stimulate others to follow your example. 

Circulars, with full instructions, will be 
sent upon application, by mail or otherwise, 
and letters on the subject will be fully 
and promptly answered. 

Two of the churches of Chicago have al- 
ready taken the initiative in carrying out 
this programme: St. James’ Church, Rev. 
Dr. Clarkson, rector; and the first Conere- 
gational Church, Rev. Dr. Patton, pastor. 
Each has paid into the Commission the 
jifty-second part of its church revenue for a 
year, on the ground that a church organi- 
zation has but fifty-two days, in its year. 

In Palatine, a small town in Cook county, 
a few miles from Chicago, the Aid Society 
have assessed a monthly tax on every. person 
in the town, varying from $1 00 to five 
cents. Collectors are appointed for the nine 
school districts of the town, whose business 
it is to collect the sums pledged monthly, 
and pay them to the Aid Society, and the 
ageregate will be an amount of between one 


‘and two thousand dollars yearly. If every. 


town in the Northwest would follow this 
example, the Sanitary Commission would 
have a revenue sufficiently ample for its 
needs, and every Aid Society would be able 
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to supply itself with all the fabrics it needs 
for the manufacture of hospital clothing. 


THE BASIS OF THE SANITARY AND CHRIS- 
TIAN COMMISSIONS OF CHICAGO. 

To prevent misapprehension on the part 
of the public as to the work of these two 
Commissions among the soldiers, they have 
jointly decided to state publicly, the basis 
upon which they stand, as co-laborers in 
raising and disbursing the supplies neces- 
sary to prosecute their work : 

Ist. These two Commissions have here- 
tofore worked, and intend hereafter to work 
in harmony, and will assist each other in 
every way possible. 

2d. Both Commissions in this city have 
studiously endeavored in all their official 
action, to avoid any approach to rivalry in 
any of their work, desiring only that such 
methods of raising and disbursing supplies 
should be pursued as will with least ex- 
pense, accomplish the most good to the sol- 
diers, as evidence of which it may be’stated, 
that the Christian Commission have turned 
over a large proportion of their stores to 
the Sanitary Commission, and in return 
have drawn from the Sanitary Commission 
sanitary supplies to be distributed by the 
agents of the Christian Commission. 

3d. And for the future, it is proposed to 
the public, by both Commissions so far as 
their authority extend, that any individuals 
or societies that may desire the Christian 
Commission to distribute the stores raised 
by them, shall mark them “U.S. C. Com. 
care of N. W. Sanitary Commission of Chi- 
cago,’ and such stores shall be forwarded 
to the army, to be drawn upon by the 
Christian Commission, as the wants of the 
army may require; and all agents ‘of both 
Commissions, whose business it is to raise 
money or supplies for either, shall be in- 
structed to inform the public that entire 
harmony of action exists between the Sani- 
tary and Christian Commissions of Chicago 
acting for the Northwest. | 


TO THE CLERGY OF THE NORTH-WEST. 

DeAR BRETHREN :—Permit me, as one 
of your number, andsa member, from its 
organization, of the North-Western Sanitary 
Commission, to call your attention to the 
plan now in progress for replenishing its 
treasury, by the one day’s income method. 
This proposes that every individual, busi- 
ness firm, corporation, and church shall 
give the net proceeds of one day’s business, 
or the wages of one day’s labor, or the 


amount of one day’s income. The plan is 
simple and feasible; and, when properly 
presented, by argument and example, is 
sure to take with all loyal people. Some of 
the churches in this city have already sent 
us one Sabbath’s income of their pew rental, 
and the pastors a day’s income from their 
salaries. Many branches of business are 
following the same example. Will you not 
propose the matter to your respective con- 
gregations, and thus aid the good work of 
supplying the wants of our sick and wound- 
ed soldiers? Allow me, from my thorough 
acquaintance with the operations of the 
Sanitary Commission, to bear testimony to 
the efficiency and economy of its methods. 
Our system of intelligent, experienced, and 
permanent agents has proved itself to be 
most worthy of confidence, guarding against 
mismanagement and waste, and thus more 
than saving all its incidental cost. The size 
of our armies and the severity of the cam- 
paigns make unusual demands upon our 
treasury. May we not rely upon the patriot- 
ism of our clergy to sustain us to the end 
of the war? If they will send to this office, 
66 Madison street, Chicago, Ill., circulars 
for distribution will be forwarded at once, 
containing all necessary explanations. Sub- 
scription lists will also be furnished. 

In behalf of the North-Western Sanitary 


Commission. Wn. W. Patton, 
Vice President. 


A PRAISEWORTHY ENTERPRISE. 


Home for the Veterans of the United States Army, 
and Orphan Asylum for the Children of deceased 
Soldiers, at Egg Harbor City, N. J. 

These Institutions have been endowed 
with 60 acres of land and the partial pro- 
ceeds of 500 lots, amounting to $13,000, by 
the directory of the Gloucester Farm and 
Town Association of Egg Harbor City. The 
Retreat will offer to the disabled soldiers of 
the Republic a happy home, where they can 
find that care and those comforts which a 
grateful country wishes them to be provided 
with. The Orphan Asylum will receive 
and educate all children of deceased soldiers, 
in order to make them! useful citizens. The 
Board of Trustees is composed of some of 
the highest officers in the United States, 
both civil and military. 

As we wish to be enabled to afford admit- 
tance to all who may apply, we solicit for 
the better endowment of the Institutions 
liberal donations from all who feel an inter- 
est in the future welfare of those who are 
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disabled and will be homeless and helpless 
at the close of the war, and also for the 

Orphans of our fallen heroes. A Quarterly 
Report will inform the donors and the pub- 
lic of the progress of the Institution. 

, The Constitution and By-laws will soon 
be ready in pamphlet form, and further in- 
formation respecting the Soldiers’ Retreat 
and Orphans’ Home will be cheerfully given 
by the undersigned. All contributions 
should be directed to the Treasurer, P. M. 
WOLSEIFFER, Esq., Ege Harbor City, N. J. 
By order of the Council of Administration. 

The Executive Committee—GurorcE O. 
GLAVIS, L. BULINGER. 
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HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 


The Sanitary Commission has made argange- 
ments for supplying information gratuitously, 
with regard to patients in all the United States 
General Hospitals. 

For information relative to patients in the Hos- 
pitals in New York, New Jersey, the New England 
States, Eastern Virginia, Maryland, District of Co- 
lumbia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Florida 
and Louisiana, address “ Office of Sanitary Com- 
mission, Washington, D. C.” 

For the Hospitals in Pennsylvania, address 
“Office of Sanitary Commission, No. 1307 Chest- 
nut Street, Philadelphia.” 

For the Hospitals in Western Virginia, Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, lowa, Kentucky, Ten- 
nessee, Mississippi, and Arkansas, address ‘ Office 
Sanitary Commission, Louisville, Ky.” 

In all cases the name, rank, company, and regi- 
ment of the person inquired for should be given, 
and where he was when last heard from. Ifthe 
application is by letter, the answer will be sent 
by return of mail; if in person, it will be answered 
at once; or if by telegraph, an answer will be re- 
turned immediately at the inquirer’s expense. 

pes-Soldiers’ Aid Societies, clergymen, editors, 
and others, can scarcely serve the cause of hu- 
manity more effectually than by frequently and 
widely disseminating a knowledge of the above, 
among those who have friends in the army. 


SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 


The Sanitary Commission, under special au- 
thority of the President of the United States, 
mInaintains an extensive system of agencies for 
securing the safe conveyance to, and distribution 
of, goods put in. its charge for the sick and 
wounded at points where they are most wanted. 
It operates with equal care and generosity at all 
points—at New Orleans and at Washington, 
before Charleston and at Chattanooga—its dis- 
tributions being governed by a comparison of the 
wants of the patients in all cases. The following 
is a list of depots, to which auxiliary societies, 
and all disposed to aid the sick and wounded, 
without reference to States or localities, but sim- 
ply to their relative necessity for assistance, are 
invited to send their offerings: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST. 
CENTRAL DEPOTS OF COLLECTION. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 18 West 
Street, Boston, Mass. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 11 Cooper 
Union, New York. 

U.S. Sanitary Commission, State House, New 
Haven, Conn. 

U.S. Sanitary Commission, No. 1307 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia. | 

DEPOTS OF DISTRIBUTION. 

U.S. Sanitary Commission, No. 244 F Street, 
Washington, D. C. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Camp Distribu- 
tion, Va. 
* U. 8S. Sanitary Commission, No. 46 Sharp 
Street, Baltimore, Md. 

8. Sanitary Commission, Harper’s Ferry, Va. 
U.S. Sanitary Commission, Annapolis, Md. 


U.S. Sanitary Commission, Camp Parole, Md. 
U. S. Sanitary Commission, Norfolk, Va. 
U.S. Sanitary Commission, City Point, Va. 
U.S. Sanitary Commission, Newberne, N. C. 
U. S. Sanitary Commission, Beaufort, S. C. 
U. 8. Sanitary Commission, New Orleans, La. 
Temporary Depots for distribution are estab- 
lished from time to time as necessities of the 
service require. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST. 
CENTRAL D#POTS OF COLLECTION. 


U. S. Sanitary Commission, corner Vine and 
Sixth Streets, Cincinnati, O. 

U.S. Sanitary Commission, No. 95 Bank Street, 
Cleveland, O. 

Uirss Sanitary Commission, No. 66 Madison 
Street, Chicago, Ill. 

U. 8. Sanitary Commission, No. 2 Adam’s 
Block, Buffalo, N. Y. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 59 Fourth 
Street, Pittsburgh, Penna. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 32 Larned 
Street, Detroit, Mich. 

U. 8. Sanitary Commission, Columbus, O. 

U.S. Sanitary Commission, Fifth Street, Louis- 
ville, Ky. 

The Commission receives no pecuniary aid 
whatever from the Government, and is wholly 
dependent on the voluntary contributions of the 
public for the means of sustaining its operations. 
Contributions to the Treasury are solicited, and 
may be transmitted to George T. Strong, Esq., 
Treasurer, 68 Wall Street, N. Y. 


SPECIAL RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 

“‘ Special Relief Office,’ No. 389 H Street, 
Washington, D. C., where assistance is rendered 
in procuring Pay, Pensions, Bounty, Prize Money, 
and arrears of Pay and Bounty, and in various 
other ways. 

“The Home,” No. 374 N. Capitol Street, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

‘¢ Home for Wives, Mothers and Children of 
Soldiers,” 374 N. Capitol St., Washington, D.C. 

‘Lodge No. 4,” for discharged soldiers, No. 
389 H Street, Washington, D. C. 

‘“‘Lodge No. 5,” near terminus of Washington 
aud Alexandria R. R., Maryland Avenue, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

‘¢ Lodge No. 6,” near Steamboat Landing, Sixth 
Street, Washington, D. C. 

a Alexandria Lodge,” near terminus of Orange 
and Alexandria R. R., Alexandria, Va. 

“The Home,” Baltimore, Md. 

“ Home for’ Wives, Mothers and Children of 
Soldiers,’”’ Annapolis, Ma. 

“‘ Soldiers’ Lodge,” Harrisburg, Pa. 

‘¢ Special Relief Office,” New Orleans, La. 

‘The Home,” New Orleans, La. 

‘¢ Special Relief” Office, 1307 Chestuut Street, 
Philadelphia. 

“ Soldiers’ Rest,’’ Buffalo, Exchange street, op- 
posite R.'R. Depot. 


HOSPITAL CARS. 
Between Louisville and Chattanooga—Dr. J, 
P. Barnum, Surgeon in charge. 
SANITARY STEAMER. 
James River—Elizabeth. 
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BRANCH, BRANCH, © 
’ No. 744 Broadway, sfENT LEG & ARY No. 19 Green Street, 
NEW YORK. W376 Cops tllge BOSTON, Mass. 


LOPHILADELPHIA| 
‘Important Information for Soldiers and Sailors who have lost Limbs. 





The *‘PatmeR” Arm and Lz@ are now furnished for the mutilated heroes of the Army and Navy, and I have the 
pleasure of presenting extracts from official leuters from the Surgeon-General, which will gratify numerous applicants, 
who, in the past, have been led to believe that they must accept an inferior limb, or have no aid from Government. 

SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
WasHineton City, D.C., Dec. 12, 1863. 

Sir :—The Board of Medical Officers assembled in the City of Philadel phig; for None ro pose of examining the different 
models submitted to them for an Artificial Arm, having reported 
IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE BoaRD, WHEN A SOLDIER MAY DESIRE TO PURCHASE teat MORE 
ELEGANT AND EXPENSIVE ARM OF PALMER,” FIFTY DOLLARS WILL BE ALLOWED TOWARDS PAYMENT FOR THT SAME. 

By order of the Acting Surgeon-General. C. H. CRANE, Surgeon U.S.A. 
SuRGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
WaAsHinatTon City, D.C., Sept. 20, 1864. 

Sir :—In answer to your letter of the 1st inst., Iam directed to inform you, that the Report and recommendation of 
the Medicai Board recently assembled in New York, to examine samples and models of Artificial Limbs, is not designed 
to supersede the recommendation of the former Board, SO FAR AS REGARDS THE LIMBS MANUFACTURED BY YOU. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, by order of the Surgeon-Ceneral, 


WwW. C. SPEN CER, Assistant Surgeon U.S.A. 
To B. FRANK. PALMER, LL.D., 744 Broadway, New York. 


The Best PALMER LEG is furnished THE SOLDIER FREE 
The Best PALMER ARM, for a SMALL ADVANCE. 
The Best LINCOLN “GOVERNMENT” ARM, FREE. 
Prices of the PALMER LIMBS not raised to OFFICERS and CIVILIANS. 


Apply in person, or by letter, at either of the offices. Address 


FRANK. PALMER, LL.D.., 


President American Artificial Limb Co. 


STANDARD 


NO a eM 
a 


a ee key 
H ‘ = ‘L. A < = : 














Adapted to every branch of business. 
MANUFACTURED ONLY BY THE ORIGINAL INVENTORS, 


E. & T. FAIRBANKS & CO,,St. Johnsbury, Vermont. 


PRINCIPAL WAREHOUSES: 


FAIRBANKS & CO., No, 252 Broadway, New York, 
FAIRBANKS; & BROW Wo. 118 Mee Street, Boston. 
PATRBANKS, GREENLEAF & CO., No. 172 Lake Street, Chisago: 
FAIRBANKS & EWING, Masonic Hall, Philadelphia. 

’ FAIRBANKS & CO., No. 246 Baltimore Street, Baltimore. 


Descriptive Circulars furnished or mailed to any address, on application to either of the above. 
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OFFICE OF THE 


MORRIS 


FIRE & INLAND 


COMPANY, 





COLUMBIAN BUILDING, 


CORNEHR WALI & NASSAU STS. 





Authorized Capital, - - - $5,000,000. 
Cash Capital, paid im,- - =- $200,000. 





This Company issues on the most favorable terms, Policies of Insurance, 


WITH OR WITHOUT PARTICIPATION IN PROFITS, 


against loss or damage by fire, on Dwelling Houses, Stores, and all kinds of 
Buildings, and on Household Furniture and other Property, and on Vessels and 
their Cargoes, while lying in Port. 


Losses will be Promptly Adjusted and Paid. 


\ 





DIRECTO RH S. 


EDWARD ROWE, JOHN D. BATES, JOSEPH MORRISON, 
ALBERT G. LEE, - FRED. H. BRADLEE, ~ DAN’L W. TELLER, 
GEORGE MILN, EDWARD C. BATES, HENRY J. CAMMANN, 
J. C. MORRIS, WILLIAM MACKAY, . 5. N. DERRICK, 
ROB’T BOWNE, BENJ. E. BATES, CHARLES HICKOX, 
BZRA NYE, . B. 0. MORRIS, Jz., N. O. NIMS. 


\ 


B. C. MORRIS, President. 
WM. M. WHITNEY Secretary. 
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OF Hr ITCH OF TH FE 


Columbian (Marine) Insurance 
1 * COM PIAIEY, he 
Corner of Wall and Nassau Streets. 


CASH CAPITAL, - - - - - $1,000,000. 


From Statement for the Sixth Fiscal Year, ending December 31, 1863. 


Total Amount of Assets, January 1, 1864............... eer er $3,140,930 80 
Total Amount*of Premiums. okt. 3. seer eee eee dd siden vn kp See Aig ast 3,252,256 76 
Excess of Harned Premiums over Losses,"&C.............eseescssceeccarsanees 1,137,063 33 
Reserve for Estimate Claims Unadjusted and other Contingencies.... ...... 441,206 49 


Guaranteed Cash Dividend to Dealers, (holding certjficates of same) on 
Paid Premiums Harned during the Year, whether Loss has Accrued - 


OF Ob. sinc nrcesie chested sue petmec ed soe’ SMas RUM de Pe suaeel +5 .heh nan 269,614 80 
Scrip Dividend to Dealers, on Harned Premiums.................++- oistvpates 15 per cent. 
Dividend for the Year to Stockholders ................ PR eth fe: aauee 26 per cent. 


LOSSES PAID IN COLD | 
UPON RISKS ON WHICH THE PREMIUM IS PAID IN LIKE CURRENCY. 
ib, Hd eee | 


DEALERS WITH THIS COMPANY will be allowed the option (to be 
signified at the time of application for insurance) of receiving in lieu of scrip, at the end 
of each year, RETURNS IN CASH (guaranteed by: certificate) of premiums paid and 
earned during the year, whether loss accrues or not, upon all new risks under the NEW 
YORK FORM OF POLICY, as follows: 


Ist. Upon all VOYAGE Risks upon CARGO, a return of TWENTY-FIVE 
PER CENT. | | 

2d. Upon VOYAGE Risks upon FREIGHT, a return of TWENTY Per CEnrt.. 

3d. Upon TIME Risks upon FREIGHT, and-upon VOYAGE and TIME Risks 
upon HULLS, a return of TEN PER cent. ; : i 


Such privilege, however, being confined to persons and firms, the aggregate of whose 
premiums upon such policies earned and paid during the year, shall amount to the sum 
of one hundred dollars. | 


DIRECTORS. 


EDWARD ROWE, M. F. MERICK, MOSES MERICK, 
DANIEL W. LORD, WM. B. OGDEN, DAVID J. ELY, 
GEORGE MILN, JOHN ARMSTRONG, JOSEPH MORRISON, 
JOHN ATKINSON, B. C. MORRIS, WM. H. POPHAM, 
THOS, A. C. COCHRANE, ANDREW J. RICH, B. C. MORRIS, Jr., 
WM. H. HALSEY, © DANL. W. TELLER, EZRA NYE, 
THOS. BARRON, JOHN D. BATES, Jr., HENRY J. CAMMANN, 
ROLAND G. MITCHELL, CHARLES HICKOX, THOMAS LORD, 
ALBERT G. LEE, ROBERT BOWNE, ROBERT 8. HOLT, 
GEORGE P. DESHON, LAWRENCE MYERS, J. B. GRIFFIN. 
0. L. NIMS, §. N. DERRICK, 

THOS. LORD, Vice-President. B. C. MORRIS, President 


WM, M, WHITNEY, 2d Vice-President and Secretary. 


SANITARY COMMISSION 
BULLETIN. 


No. 27. PHILADELPHIA, DECEMBER 1, 1864. No. 27. 


Tue Sanitary Commission Buuutin ts published on the first and fifteenth of every month, and as 
it has a circulation, gratuitous or other, of above 14,000 copies, it offers an unusually valuable medium for 
advertising. 

All communications must be addressed to the Editor, at the office, 1307 Chestnut street, Philadelphia, and 
must be authenticated by the numes and addresses of the writers. 

As the continuance of the publication of the Butuntin is uncertain, depending on that of the war, and on 
the resources of the U. S. Sanitary Commission—the Standing Committee feels a certain degree of reluctance 
to solicit subscriptions for it—and thereby to pledge the Commission to its issue for a definite period. 

The Committee understand, however, that some of their*friends to whom it is now sent gratuitously, ex- 


_ press a wish to pay for it, and they therefore give notice that the sum of two dollars, remitted to the 


Treasurer, (G. T. Strona, 68 Wall street, New York, or No 1307 Chestnut street, Philadelphia,) will 
secure its being sent to such contributor during the remainder of the current year, unless its publication be 


sooner discontinued. 


BOARD MEETING, 

Ata quarterly meeting of the Board of 
the U. 8. Sanitary Commission, held in 
Washington on the 2d ult., many interest- 
ing reports were read, from which we ex- 
tract the following. 

They exhibit the work of the Commission 
in a way that cannot fail to impress every 
candid reader with a sense of its magnitude 
and its value. 


EXTRACTS OF REPORT OF DR. ALEXAN- 


p DER McDONALD. 

We are continually calling for clothing. 
Many of the men were without money, 
having four, five, and in some regiments, 
seven months’ pay due them. They were 
without clothing, consequeptly on arriving 
at hospitals ; the old, soiled, and ragged gar- 
ments were replaced by hospital garments ; 
and on leaving, and often before, the Com- 
mission was called upon to furnish new 
articles of clothing. Food for special diet 
kitchens was to be furnished, hence the calls 


for farina, corn starch, milk, canned meats, 


crackers, &c., &. The use of the canned 
meats has been greatly diminished, most of 
the hospitals have a fund which, in some 
cases, is being used for hospital purposes ; 
and fresh mutton, beef, oysters, &c., are 


found in some of the kitchens, thereby ren- 
dering the use of canned meats unnecessary. ~ 
Tomatoes are in continual demand, many 
who can eat nothing else, will take these ; 
and there are very few who do not relish 
them. Tea is much called for, and forms a 
staple article of issue Men who have been 
long in the field, have become 8::urated 
with coffee, and on reaching a hospital find 
tea a grateful beverage. The issue of stim- 


‘ulants has been materially diminished. 


Requisitions are now only on orders ap- 
proved by surgeons in charge of brigade ; 
thereby making the brigade surgeon, in a 
certain degree, responsible for the proper 
use of such stimulants. Furniture and 
equipments for hospital use, are not so much 
needed as during the early part of the sea- 
son. Most of the hospitals are well fur- 
nished, and all that is now needed is stock 
to replenish worn out material; mich of 
this can be obtained of the medical pur- 
veyor. Tin cups, plates, spoons, knives and 
forks are, and will continue to be, constantly 
demanded. .Few, if any of the sick or 
wounded, are able to save their plates, cups 
and spoons, and cannot be supplied from 
any source but from the Commission. 

Reading matter of all kinds is in constant 
demand, bound books for hospital hbrary, 
pamphlets and papers for general distribu. 
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tion, and a contribution of daily or weekly 
papers, of recent date, would add greatly to 
the comfort of disabled soldiers. Such 
could be kept in the reading rooms of the 
various hospitals, within reach of all who 
choose to read, and would bea valuable ac- 
quisition for men from all parts of the 
country. 

Towels and handkerchiefs are genuine 
comforts. Of course large numbers will 
constantly be needed, as the men are con- 
tinually coming in and being discharged ; 
each one needs and should have these arti- 
cles, in order to secure personal cleanliness. 

Games of all kinds tend to relieve the 
ennui of hospital life, and a liberal supply 
is often required. The tone of an entire 
ward has been changed by the ‘animating 
strains of a jew’s-harp,” and many a tedious 
hour whiled away by means of some simple 
but interesting game; draughts, puzzles, 
&e., &c., are a source of relief, and occupy 
the attention of men who would otherwise 
lie idle, listless, and home-sick. 


FIELD RELIEF. 


At each army corps, generally attached 
to one of the division hospitals, is a field 
felief station, moving with the army corps, 
from which station are issued to the men 
and hospitals such supplies as may from 
time to time be needed. During a battle, 
its staff form a flying relief corps, for the 
puprose of rendering aid to the wounded 
and surgeons as speedily as possible. Hach 
of these stations is composed of a hospital 
tent, and a tent, two four horse teams, and 
. two loads of stores; to each are attached two 
relief agents, two teamsters and a cook. 
There are at the present time seven such 
stations in the armies operating before Rich- 
mond; though there are but five army corps, 
the sixth and seventh stations are rendered 
necessary on account of the peculiar situa- 
tions of the tenth and eighteenth corps. 
With the field relief corps is an inspector, 


Dr. N. C. Stevens, whose reports are for- 
warded 


THE AUXILIARY RELIEF CORPS 


under the superintendence of Mr. F. B. 
Fay, is intended for work more particularly 
in hospitals. During an engagement, the 
agents in the corps go to the field, there 
prepare and dispense food, dress simple 
wounds, furnish clothing, assist in the re- 
moval of wounded, and do all they can to 
aid or comfort those so unfoutunate as to 
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need such assistance. The reports of Mr. 

_ Fay will give details regarding this work, 
and also show how it is continued at the 
several corps hospitals after sick and wounded — 
have reached those havens of rest. In this 
department thirty-five men are now em- 
ployed, and the work is of great interest, 
productive of much good to both soldier and 
agent. 


SPECIAL RELIEF 


in this army has been conducted by all de- 
partmentsy the field relief corps have sup- 
plied needy men in the trenches with such 
as we could give to make their situation 
more comfortable. The auxiliary relief 
corps have attended to the personal wants of 
those in hospital with a tender care, in some 
instances more like that of brother for 
brother, than the regard of strangers. The 
barges have afforded shelter and food for 
very many who were “ too late for the mail 
boat,” tired out with the exertion made to 
‘‘oet home’’ and recruit the wasted energies 
preparatory to another campaign, or return- 
ing to the scene of labor before health, had 
been fully established; refugees, men, women 
and children; sick or disabled soldiers en 
route to or from their homes, too weak to 
go further; officers without any other place 
at which to lodge or eat, compelled to remain 
over night in order to complete their. busi- 
ness; citizens of both sexes, in search of 
wounded or sick or deceased friends, have 
been crowded upon us, and we have done the 
best we could do to aid them. Our sleeping. 

‘apartments and decks have been crowded, 
our tables cleaned and refilled ; day after day, - 
and night after night have these scenes been 
enacted, and the succeeding night a similar, 
yet entirely different crowd of humanity, 
would be found on the ‘Sanitary boats.’ 
A few applicants have been turned away, 
but we have generally been able to accomo- 
date all who require our aid. 


AT NORFOLK 


we have a store-house for supplying the 
hospitals near Fortress Monroe and Ports- 
mouth. At Portsmouth is a lodge for sick 
or disabled soldiers, and the friends of those 
in hospital. This lodge, which is in charge 
of Mr. John L. Alcook, is a model of clean- 
liness and regularity. It is conducted on 
the most economical principle, and is partially 
supplied by government. Mr. Alcook re- 
ports that he furnished during the month of 
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Meals. Lodgings. 

August, 1,654 54 
September, . gay tel 418 
October 8, for the week, 153 80 
aca adil BaF a 401 134 
Totals, 4.35895 1,178 


during the past 45 days, or an average of 
7522 meals, 267 lodgings, every 24 hours. 

Two agents have lately been sent to 
Hampton to work in the hospitals, they are 
provided with tent, cooking utensils and 
food, and will draw supplies from Norfolk. 
» Mr. A. C. Edmunds is in charge of relief 
work at and around Fort Monroe. An 
agent goes on the flag of truce boat between 
Baltimore and Fort Monroe, and it is our 
intention to supply this boat regularly at 
the latter place, instead of, as now, at City 
Point. | 


SUPPLY TRAIN. 


It has been found that a part of the sup- 
ply train could be dispensed with, conse- 
quently the number of teams has been so 
‘reduced as to relieve us of the expense of 
five drivers and fourteen horses. 


ACROSS THE JAMES. 


The move across the James river, result- 
ing in the wounding of a large number of 
men, kept our agents very busy for a time. 
The crossing at Deep Bottom was made by 
the tenth corps, which immediately advanced 
and was soon engaged with theenemy. Our 
agents and wagons, attached to the corps, 
had followed to the north bank of the James, 
where a flying hospital had been established, 
to which most of the wounded from the 
tenth and eighteenth corps were forwarded 
for transfer to boats. 

A part of the eighteenth corps having re- 
mained in their old position, it was deemed 
best that extra aid should be sent when 
needed, to the forces across the James. 
Accordingly, on the day succeeding the 
passages of our troops, the tug ‘‘ Governor 
Curtin” was loaded with battle-field sup- 
plies, and proceeded with a force of relief 
agents to Deep Bottom, where there was 
plenty of work for all; the wounded having 
commenced to arrive before our agents 
reached there. 


THE WOUNDED. 


Milk punch was immediately prepared, 
and was supplied with crackers to all in 
need. Then water was to be brought, slight 
wounds: to be dressed, clothing to be fur- 
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nished, and food prepared and distributed. 
In this work our agents laboured faithfully 
through the afternoon, night, and: jaté into 
the succeeding day. During the night a 
cold rain fell, which continued all the next 
day; then came a call for stimulants and 
clothing, for warm drinks and food, all of 
which were furnished as well as possible ; 
and as the ambulances arrived and unloaded, 
the men were tended with care, supplied 
with such material as could be obtained, and 
made as comfortable as possible, under such 
circumstances, 

Two wagons had been forwarded, one to 
the eighteenth corps, the other to Deep 
Bottom. The tug made.one or two trips 
per day, as was necessary. Two extra 
wagons, loaded with supplies, were sent by 
land the evening after the battle; and 
reached Deep Bottom at two a.m. of the 
succeeding morning, having been on the 
road all night—during a drenching rain. 
One wagon was unloaded, and the other 
held in reserve. A wagon belonging to 
tenth corps station, was sent front, and all 
arrangements made for the stations at the 
front to draw their supplies from Deep Bot- 
tom, reserving teams to be sent to the rear, 
if occasion should require. Almost every 
day since that time, more or less wounded 
have been brought in, and placed on trans- 
ports for transfer to corps hospitals. These 
men have been fed and assisted by our 
agents, and the boats supplied when they 
were in want of such stores as we had. 

The station at Deep Bottom has furnished 


supplies for our agents at the front, the fly- 


ing hospital, tenth corps field hospitals, and 
various regiments in the vicinity. 

The agents have been well employed, and 
as there is a probability of the flying hospi- 
tal, which has been temporarily removed, 
being re-established at or near our present 
station, we have deemed it best that things 
there should remain as at present. The 
work of the Commission is now so system- 
atized, as to be conducted with considerable 
regularity and much less labor than former- 
ly ; hence a part of the reduction in num- 
ber of employees and monthly expenses. 

Most of the employees have endeavored 
to perform their duties faithfully, and have 
shown a disposition to aid the work to the 
full extent of their ability ; for their energy 
and perseverance they deserve commenda- 
tion. Accompanying documents are here- 
with submitted for your perusal. They set 
forth the past and present condition of each 


_ Cherry Rum, 1,054 bottles. 
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Towels, 20,787. berry Vinegar, 213 bots. 
department, together with views and sug- | 5 seo. then: 4:68 Rotuion, | aves ete aie 
gestions of each superintendent, and will woes pCR goss. 

3 1 
give in detail statements of the work as it | Branay, 18 Louden? UL Ca 
is. ° ’ Cherry Brandy, 628 bottles. | Knives and Forks, 2,716. 
*« Cordial, 95 > Spoons, (large), 4,001. 
Gin, 489 bottles. ** (small), 2,308 


EXTRACTS FROM REPORT OF DR. SWALM, 
CONTROLLER OF ISSUES. 


City Port, Oct. 21, 1864. 


On Friday, August 12th, the 2d Corps 
was loaded on transports and passed down 
the river, destination unknown. 

After dark, and from that until midnight, 
these transports were steering up the river, 
and were to land the troops at 


DEEP BOTTOM. 


' On the 14th infst., 8 a.m., General Grant 
and staff left the wharf and proceeded up 
the James, and a few moments after the 
Commission tug ‘‘ Governor Curtin,” with 
supplies and agents, in charge of Dr. Par- 
trish followed. On arriving at Deep Bottom, | 
no tents were yet pitched, no head-quarters | 
established, and the wounded had already 
been brought in from the picket line, and 
were lying in the wagons. A temporary | 
depot was established “with the ambulance | 
train, and ice, milk, sherry wine, Jamaica | 
rum, condensed lemonade, fans and sponges 
were issued. The gunboat “ Agawam,” 
having lost three men killed and several 
wounded, such stores as were needed on 
board were issued. As no wagons were 
allowed across the pontoon bridge, the tug 
was of immense value to us, enabling us to 
be first on the ground and to become es- 
tablished, and be ready for the wounded. 
Tug returned, was reloaded, and Mr. Fay 
with some of his agents went up in her. 
About two hundred and fifty wounded had | 
been brought in, and our agents were hard | 
at work. 


ISSUES. 


Amount of Goods issued from the Storehouse of the 
Commission at City Point, Va., from June 18th 
to Oct. 1st, 1864. 

Crackers, $2,851 Ibs. | Tomatoes, 86,441 eans, 186 


Dried Rusk, 78lbs.,&igbbl.| galis, 10 boxes. fresh. 
Porter, 126 ¥% bbls., 6 bbis.,| Soup and Bonilli, 2.355 cans. 


37 bottles. Julien Soup, 959 cans. 
Ale, 61 bbis., 15 34 bbis., 140 | Lemons, 1,36034 boxes. 
bottles. Whiskey, 6,265 bottles, 140 
Cheese, 835 lbs., 3 boxes. gallons. — 
Eggs, 1,741 doz., 1 bbl. Morphia, 5 ounces. 


Fans, 7,531. 
"| Jamaica Ginger, 16,056 bots. 
Slippers, 5,715 pairs. 
‘Shirts, (woul), 35,789. 
Cots, 14. « —_ (cotton), 4,136. 
Butter, 6,237 Ibs. « (can. flan.), 532. 
Mile, 60,771 cans. Drawers, (wool), 24,610 prs. 
Turkey, 12,557 cans. - (cotton), 3,606 prs. 
Chicken, 12,017 cans. Socks, (wool), 27,127 pairs. 
Goose, 102 cans. ‘*  (cotton),1,150 “ 


Potatoes, 1.81037 bbls. 
Onions, 3,0444 bbls. 
Sugar, 25,3884; ibs. 


| 
| 
| 
. 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
) 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Gin Cocktails, 15 bottles. 
Bitters, 53 botiles. 
Blackberry Brandy, 1,700 
bottles. 
Blackberry Cordial, 35 bils. 
Wine, 1,871 “ 
Tobacco, chewing, 12, 2.448 Ib. 
«* smoking, § 9573 Ib. 
Demestic Wine, 732 bottles. 
Hats and Caps, 1,322. 
Air Beds, 5. 
Tron Beadsteads, 1. 
Camp Kettles, 135. 
Pads, 1,437. ; 
Cushions, 246. 
Medicine Cups, 233. ) 
= Tubes, 119. 
Twine, 4 balls. 
Brushes, 15. 
Buttons, 1 paper. 
Firkins with handles, 2. 





Lemon Syrup, 739 bottles. 
Apple Pulp, 4,906. cans. 
Steak Broilers, 2. 7 
Toasters, 10. > 
Soda, 934 Ibs. 
Gypsum, 3 cans. 
Rasp 7 cans. 
Strawberries, 2,046 cans. 
Blackberries, 1960 “ 
Cherries, 1,03 3059 se 
Cranberries, 209 a 
Pie Fruit, 186 - 
Dried Fruit, 1, 888 lbs.,1 bbl. . 
Raker’s Iron, 7. 
Canteens, 52. ; °° 
Camphor, 9 bottles. 
Wash Tubs, 26. 
«Boards, 10. 
Washing Machines, 3. 
Clothes Wringers, 5. 
* Pins, 300. 


Seidlitz Powders, 46 boxes. ne Boards, 205. 


Kissengen Water, 40 bottles. 

Musquito Netting, 1,9957 | 
pieces. 

Stretchers, 108. 

Nails, 11934 lbs. 2 

Rubber Sheeting, 25 yards, 
3g roll. 

Buckets, 214. 

Cologne, 1,533 bots., 4 boxes. 

Coats, 104. 

Pants, ng pairs. 

Vests, 5 

Dried Beef, 901 Ibs. 

Pork, 630 Ibs. 

Canned Meats, 185 cans. 

Mattresses, 240. 

Tin Dippers, 97. 

Pickles, 26,8044 galls., 1,213 

» jars, 60134 ‘bbls., 1444 
kegs. 

Pickled Tomatoes, 135 bbls , 
6 galls., 1 keg. 

Pickled Onions, 8 bbls. 

Army Bread, 8 boxes. 

Oranges, 108% boxes, 2 doz. 

Rice, 852 lbs. 


Spit Cups, 52. 

Cider, 403 botts., 1 bbl. 

Port Wine, 13 bottles. 

Claret _— At 486 

Cauldrons, 9. 

Pillow Sacks or Ticks, 596. 
Cases, 2,282. 


| Sheets, 4,137. 

| Sheeting, 20 yards. 
Blankets, 526. 

Perr 121 yards. 
Quilts, 749 

Rubber Blankets, 10. 
Pouches, 2. 

Games, 157, and 1 box. 
Ginger, Ground, 9 lbs. 
Meat Forks, 1. - 

Waiter Firkins, 6. 
Chambers, 165. 

Catsup: 397 botts , 1 box. 
Alcohol, 8 boitles- 
Reading Matter, 3934 boxes. 
Tongues, 9. 

Mustard, £50 Ibs. 

Beef Stock, 2,429 cans. 
Beef a la Mode, 646 cans. 


Sauerkraut, 33034 bbls., 2234 | Tapioca, 18 Ibs. 


Kegs. 
Bed sacks, 1,513. 
Vegetables, 334 bbls. 
Vinegar, 43 galis., 113 botts. 


Farina, 14,961 Ibs. 
Corn Starch, 18,382 Ibs. 
Maizena, 1,441 lbs. 
Corn Meal, 0,128 Lbs. 


Condensed Lemonade, 3,032 | Tea, 4,8104¢ lbs. - 


cans. 

String Beans, 63 
caus. 

Extract Coffee, 228 cans. 

Pans, Baking, 22. 

Old Linen, 26 bbls., 15 Ibs., 
3 boxes. 

Chloride Zine, 18 oz. 

Epsom Salts, 3 Ibs. 

Brooms, 235. - 

Oat Meal, 292 Ibs. 

Faucets, 17. 

Gridirons, 2. 

Saws, 5. 

Hatchets, 6. 

Head Rests, 186. 

Pens, 9 41s, 4 boxes. 

Ink, 2,497 bottles. 

Pen Holders, 4,773. 

Pencils, 7,818. 

Note Books, 36. 


Coffee, 3,016 lbs. 


bbis., 81 Peaches, fresh, 172 boxes. 


* 12,198 cans. 
Canned Fruits, 30 cans. 
Pails, 451. 

fe Et, 

Chloroform, 39 Ibs. 
Oil Silk, 11 rolls. 
Soap, 1,30844 lbs. 

Handkerchiefs, 36,189. 
Chocolate, 5,636 Ibs. 
Cocoa, 88 ibs., 2 boxes. 
Apples Dried, "506 44 bbls, : 
Peaches, Dried, 100 lbs. 
Bay Rum, 1 763 bottles. 
Shoes, 2,431 pairs. 
Haversacks, 9.- 
Coffee Pots, 241. 
Bread, Soft, 7 bbls. 26 loaves. 
7 17 boxes, 238 lbs., 96 


bags. 
Writing Paper, 283,500 shts. | Coffee Boiler, 1. 


Envelopes, 164,023. 

Mock Turtle Soup, 35 cans. 
Wrappers, 628. 

Veal Soup, 120 cans. 

Beef Soup, 1,665 cans. 
Vegetable Soup, 442 cans, 
Roast Beef, 4,333 cans, 
Matton, 9, 857 cans. 


Nuitmegs, 201 Ibs. 
Pepper, Black, 11744 Ibs. . 

- Coven nie® 3 lbs. 
Cinnamon, 7 
Spices, 69 lbs. A 
Nutmeg Graters, 19. _ : 
Pigs Feet, 12kegs. | 
Tripe, 16 kegs. 
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Cream Freezers, 7. 
Stools, 3. 
Oil, 14 gals., 1 can. 
“ Cloth, 28 yards. 
Hams, 3114, 19 bbls., 50 lbs. 
Curried Cabbage, 52 bbls. 
Jellies, 1,004 bottles. 
Egg Nogg, 266 ‘‘ 
Flour, 1,456 lbs. 
Gelatine, 122 lbs. 
Codfish, 3,680 lbs. 
Mackerel, 17 kits, 4 bbls., 50 
lbs., 4 kegs. 
Saleratus, 59 lbs. 
Green Corn, 525 cans. 
bo Sh Peas, Soa. 
‘Fea Mugs, 48 a 
Shovels, 3. 
Boiler, 1. 
_ Apple Brandy, 48 bottles. 
Splints, 200. 
vk Zine, 3. 
Maccaroni, 252 Ibs., 1 box. 
Arrow Root, 18 lbs. 
Baskets, 36. 
Stoves, 20. 
Wash Basins, 1,182. 
Camp Chests, 1. 
Bandages, 154% bbls. 9 boxes. 
Candles, 1,134 lbs. 
Matches, 64 gross. 
Arm Slings, 1,313. 
Lint, patent, 23 rolls, 2 boxes. 
Isinglass Plaster, 33 rolls. 
Adhesive oe Gi) Sf 
Crutches, 2,816 pairs. 
Pins, 350 papers. 
Housewives, 1,667. 
Essence Beef, 87 cans. 
Lanterns, 188. 
Candlesticks, 213. 
Tamarinds, 1511 kegs, 5 bls. 
34 galls., 10 lbs. 
Bed Pans, 232. 
Urinals, 97. 
Spittoons, 98. 
Pipes, 1,080, 4314 boxes. 
Sponges, 2 bbls. , 28 lbs., 153 
pieces 
Combs, (fine), 2,875. 
" &¢ (coarse), 7,372. 
Scissors, 53 pairs. 


Sardines, 423 boxes. 
Sardine Openers, 8. 
Pillows, 2,649. 


Blackberry Syrups, 1,274. 


Peas, 481 cans. 

Flavoring Exts., 960 botts. 
Cork Screws, 21. 

Axes, 3. 

Ring Cushions, 48. 

Straw, 6 bales, 


‘Thread, 13 4% lbs. 


Needles 700, 183 papers. 
Horse Radish, 215 bottles, 2 
boxes. 
Gooseberries, 40 cans, 
Grapes, 832 cans. 
Beets, 29914 bbls. 
Turnips, 84 bbls. 
Prunes, 1,063 lbs 
Blacking, 78 boxes. 
Clams, 50 cans. 
Surgeon’s boxes, 8. 
Tobacco Cutter, 1. 
Ligatures, Silk, 4 lb. 


| Watermelons, 109. 


Spelling Books, 219. 
Boiled Onions, 775 cans. 
Lard, 4 lbs. 

Mops, 4. 

Mucilage, 5 bottles. 
Condensed Egg, 530 cans, 
Chlorium Acid, 1 bottle. 
Cream Tartar, 4 lbs. 
Cantelopes, 323. : 
Camp Chair, 1. 

Bologna Sausage, 1. 
Broma, | box. 

Apfiles, Green, 44 bbls. 
Apple Preserves, 14 cans. 
Apricots, 12 bottles. 
Barley, 25 Ibs. 

Corned Beef, 2 bbls. 
Blotting Paper, 1 bunch, 
Bromine, 2 lbs. 

Cabbage, 5,016 heads. 
Dessicated Vegetables, 1 can. 
Havelocks, 29. 

Sweet Potatoes, 2432 bbls. 
Shears, 3. 

Tally books, 6. 

Yeast Powder, 109 cans. 


This enormous amount of supplies, valued 


direction of the surgeons. 


at $403,933, will not astonish, when taking 
into consideration the number of sick and 
wounded we have had in the hospitals. In 
the Base Hospitals alone the number admit- 
ted was twenty-two thousand during June, 
July, August, and September, as follows : 


Sick. _ Wounded. Total. 
Dc. b,090~ 1,460 3,361 
August, . . 7,262 4,504. 11,766 
September, . 4,251 419 4,670 
DT Se de. vis AOL OE 
The figures for June cannot be 
obtained, the hospital being 
established late in the month. 
The number, however, is esti- 
So helenae si enamine Ay. 15: 
22,000 


a 


AUXILIARY RELIEF*CORPS. 


The issues to these Base Hospitals are 
made through the agents of the Auxiliary 
Corps, who come.in direct contact with the 


- 





< 
patients, and supply them personally, under 
They also sup- 
ply the special diet-kitchens, where all the 
delicacies are properly prepared. 


RELIEF CORPS. 


The issues to the front hospitals have also 
been large, and they are made through the 
Relief Agents, stationed in every corps. 
Surgeons and chaplains draw from us for 
the sick in their own regiments,—the men 
not sick enough to-send to hospital, and yet 
not well enough for duty. Such are the 
sources fromgwhich the demands have been 
made upon us; nor do [| think they have 
been large, considering the amount of suf- 
fering. 

VEGETABLES FOR TROOPS. 

After what has been issued to the army, 
there were still on hand, July 2d, 758 bar- 
rels of vegetables, for which transportation 
was easily procured at General Headquarters, 
and they were equally distributed among 
the troops. So this great work went on, 
and, as fast as the vegetables arrived, they 
were sent to those for whom they were in- 
tended; and up to July 18th, one month 
after the arrival of the Commissioner at this 
point, there were issued— 

2,497 bbls. potatoes, 1,846 bbls pickled 
cucumbers, 355 bbls. sauerkraut, 356 bbls. 
dried apples, 68 bbls. fresh beans, 58 bbls. 
beets, 443 bbls. pickled onions, 1,309 bbls. 
fresh onions, 133 bbls. turnips, 54 bbls. cur- 
ried cabbage, 132 bbls. assorted vegetables, 
6 bbls. fresh peas, 8,930 cabbages. 


CEDAR LEVEL. 


Still they came, and, from want of room, 
a vegetable depot had to be established at 
Cedar Level, of which John Butler, one of 
our agents, was placed’in charge, and the 
goods were subject to the order of J. War- 
ner Johnson, Superintendent of Relief Corps 
at the front. Cars were always readily fur- 
nished for the transportation of the goods; 
which acts of kindness were duly appre- 
ciated, and were among the many which 
already existed, and still exist, and which I 
think are further evidences that the useful- 
ness of the Commission is recognized. By 
sending the goods to Cedar Level the distri- 
bution was greatly facilitated, and seve- 
ral miles of travel for the teams saved. 

July 20th the following were sent :— 

74 bbls. potatoes, 63 bbls. onions, 27 bbls. 
green apples, 1 bbl. tomatoes in cans, 10 bbls. 
cranberries, 53 bbls. pickled cucumbers, 2 
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bbls. beets, 27 bbls. pickled tomatoes. 
Total, 257 bbls. _ 

July 22d.—Potatoes, 697 bbls.; onions, 
424 bbls.; beets, 157 bbls.; sauerkraut, 1 
bbl. Total, 1,279 bbls. 

July 23d.—Tomatoes, 780 boxes; pota- 
toes, 67 bbls.; cranberries, 1 bbl.; onions, 
32 bbls.; beets, 37 bbls.; tomatoes, 45 bbls. 
dried apples, 107 bbls. Total, 789 bbls. and 
780 boxes. 

July 27th.—Onions, fresh, 115 bbls.; 
pickled tomatoes, 40 bbls.; pickled cucum- 
bers, 6 bbls.; pickled onions,.9 bbls. Total, 
170 bbls. 

July 30th.—Onions, 319 bbls. 

August 2d.—1 case 2 doz. 8 lb. tomatoes; 
44 cases 2 doz. 24 Ib. tomatoes; 27 cases 
2 doz. 2 lb. tomatoes; 50 bbls. pickles, as- 
sorted; 45 bbls. pickles; 6 bbls. onions, 
pickled; 2 bbls. tomatoes, pickled. Total, 
72 cases, 108 bbls. 

August 3d.—Pickles, 126 bbls.; onions, 
31 bbls.; sauerkraut, 1 bbl.; tomatoes, 8 
bbls.; tomatoes, 2,376 Ibs.; tomatoes, 324 
gals. Total, 161 bbls., 2,376 lbs., 324 gals. 

August 5th.—Pickles, 61 bbls.; onions, 
250 bbls.; sauerkraut, 243 bbls. Total, 
335% bbls. 

The station at Cedar Level was broken 
up, and for some time the issue of vegeta- 
bles was stopped, to a great extent. What 
were issued during August and September 
will be found in the table of issues above. 

Recapitulation of Issues of Vegetables at 
Cedar Level.—Potatoes, 3,335 bbls.; pick- 
led cucumbers, 1,637 bbls.; pickled onions, 
458 bbls.; fresh onions, 2,543 bbls. ;. sauer- 
kraut, 8812 bbls.; fresh beans, 68 bbls.; 
beets, 254 bbls.; tomatoes, in cans, 1 bbl.; 
tomatoes, 45 bbls.; turnips, 138 bbls.; cur- 
_ ried cabbage, 54 bbls.; assorted vegetables, 

132 bbls.; fresh peas, 6 bbls.; green apples, 
27 bbls.; cranberries, 11 bbls.; pickled to- 
matoes, 69 bbls.; tomatoes, 852 cases; dried 
apples,°107 bbls. 

The cost of the above is about eighty 
thousand six hundred and forty-eight dol- 
lars, which, in conjunction with the approx- 
imated value of the issues in the above 
ta¥le,—viz., four hundred and three thou- 
sand nine hundred and thirty-three dol- 
Jars,—the total aggregate will be about four 
hundred and eighty-four thousand five hun- 
dred and eighty-one (484,581) dollars. The 
above shows the work of the Commission 
and the issues to have been very large. The 
time of year has arrived when the demands 
upon us for woolen under clothing will be 


much larger. We are also on the eve of a 
great battle, when it will be expected of us 
to do a great work; and I am happy to state 
I think we are in such a condition that we * 
will be able to meet any demand that will 
be made upon us. As regards the imposi- 
tion that is said to be practised upon us, it 
cannot be wholly avoided. The surgeon’s 
signature to requisitions is required, and I 
think but very few misapply the goods. At 
any rate, it is to be hoped, for the credit 
due themselves and the profession, it is not 


. carried on to a great extent. 


FROM CITY POINT. 
BY DR. N. 0. STEVENS. 


Since my last communication I have been 
along the trenches and breastworks of our 
line of defence, from the Appomattox to the 
extreme left; thence along our flank line to 
,on the James river. The appearance 

of the troops was a matter of special obser- 
vation. Most of the divisions were en- 
ecamped along within a few rods of the 
breastworks ; the space between being 
thoroughly cleared of everything, and daily 
policed, as were also the various operations 
of the soldiers. Most of their quarters were 
very neat, nearly all sleeping on bunks raised 
from the ground from eight to twenty inches. 
A very few regiments only slept on the 
ground—“ still in the slough of despond.” 
These were mostly new troops. Some of 
these regiments have already improved their 
quarters. The fifth corps occupies an oblong 
square, through the centre of which the 
Weldon railroad and the traveled pike run. . 
In making the bed for the railroad, there 
was left on either side, a deep ditch, in 
which had grown up low underbush, and 
which was otherwise filled with material 
not conducive to health. These places, 
as well as the borders of the swamp within 
the lines, were being most thoroughly clean- 
ed; so that they were hardly recognizable. 
I mention this to show that what was for- . 
merly last thought of, is now the first thing 
to claim the notice of surgeons and others. 
They say it is easier to keep men well by 
these attentions, than to cure them of the 
diseases produced by neglect. Czteris 
paribus, the longer a soldier has been in 
the field, the better care *he will take of 
himself; and this will prove true of officers 
in the care of their men. ‘The general 
health of the army at this season of the year, 
was never better A brigade surgeon told 
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me this morning, that of an effective force 
of two thousand men, he had only one hun- 
dred and one on sick report ; and he thought 
that many other brigades were as favored 
as his. From my own observation, [ think 
the entire sickness of the army in the field 
is less than seven per cent. The morale of 
the army was never better than at present. 
Our men acquired position and full confi- 
dence in the government, and our southern 
victories make every man feel that he can 
begin to see the end. You cannot find a 
soldier who has given three years of hard 
service, that is willing to have anything but 


a united, undivided country. It is for that 


they have fought and bled, and they will 
never be satisfied with anything short of it. 


_ A. M. SPERRY’S REPORT. 
AUXILIARY RELIEF AGENT. 

Among special duties, we have given us 
_ the making and administering of all stimu- 
lating drinks, Nothing is trusted to the 
nurses or other attendants, relieving the 
surgeons of much responsibility, and adding 
to the welfare of the patients. 

Since taking up work in the wards, I 
have always had under my care some man, 


often more than one, who must have the > 


best care possible, or die. ‘The very sick 
and the badly wounded are usually sent 
away, but it often happens that such 
cannot be moved without danger. or 
such men I try to care to the best of my 
ability. Men who will live with ordinary 
treatment, must yield precedence to men 
who will not. There are always such 
to be found, the saddest thing being that 
while attending to one, others equally de- 
serving must be neglected. ‘To nurse, feed 
and care for a desperately sick man is no 
slight task. Yet these must have all this 
care if they are to recover. 

To general duties, attending to minor yet 
necessary things, the daily rounds, the 
making of punch, egg nog, etc., the attend- 
ing to diet, the petty, yet pressing wants of 
men, the writing of letters, hearing sad 
stories, comforting, advising and cheering 
men, add a few such cases as those men- 
tioned, and a day’s work is presented that 
is little less than appalling. 

Though to give such constant attention 
as I have shown ought, and often is 


given, may be really impossible in every’ 


case, such an approximation should be made 
as the utmost liberality of the people will 
permit. 


$39 


We save ina direct saving manner. Noth- 
ing here is subject to the dishonesty or sel- 
fish caprice of any surgeon, ‘steward, or 
ward-master. There are no losses between 
the issuing barge and the patient, or other 
rightful recipient. Many times no doubt 
the agent gives indiscreetly, but if he be 
competent and honest, experience enables 
him to guard more and more against impo- 
sition. Goods kept in our store tents are 
as free from invasion as if on the issuing 
barge, and yet much nearer the men. When 
as at this station, the issues are made 
directly to the men through no middle 
parties, there can be no losses. We know 
where they go. No “surgeon” drinks the 
liquors, no ‘officer’ gets more than his 
needs as a sick man requires. ‘ Sanitary” 
is here ‘‘ for the soldiers.” I might enlarge, 
but I forbear adding that my own opinion, 
my own feeling is, that we save many times 
what we cost, and that personal service is 
the most efficient means of reaching the 
soldier, thence his home and the hearts and 
the purses of the people at home. 

The greatest good to the sufferers is the 
end to be attained. This is the very pur- 
pose for which the people give. 

Of shirts, drawers, and socks, the de- 
mand is very great and our supply very in- 
adequate. Until other means can be used, 
it is our plain duty to supply as many as 
possible, and be just in other directions. I 
would recommend that suspenders be put 
on the list of regular supplies; also that 
green tea be furnished in small quantities 
for special cases. We need crushed sugar 
in part, instead of all coffee sugar as now 
furnished The general condition of our 
work is flattering ; it is generously ap- 
preciated, and that appreciation frankly 
expressed. Concert of action with the hos- 
pital authorities is perfect, and mutual con- 
fidence exists. With an honorable position 
clearly defined, we have only to labor and 
wait for our sure reward. 


AN INCIDENT. 

The following is from a letter written by 
a friend who is laboring in Hospital for 
Colored Troops at City Point. 

I have about twenty contrabands who 
cluster round me like a great family. In 
the evening I teach some “of them their let- 
ters, and Sunday evening they come into 
my tent and we sing and pray, and it is 
beautiful to see how anxious they are to 


/ 
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_know the right way. I tell them that they 


want a religion which will make them good 
every day, which will keep them from 
lying, stealing, and being impure, and then 
I explain these things to them in very 
simple terms, and they respond with en- 
thusiasm, “ Jes so, Miss H.,” or “ Dat’s so, 


Miss H.” 


Tasked Lizzie the other evening, what 
the preacher said in the afternoon service ? 
She replied that he said, “dey mus all drink 
and eat at de sweat of der own eyebrows.” 
It struck me so humorously, I thought I 


would write it to you. 


WASHINGTON. 


Amount of Hospital Supplies issued by the U. BS. 
Sanitary Commission at Washington, D. C., dur- 


ing the months 


1864, 
Air beds..... werent ces 3 
Air pillows... o..0..... 17 
Adhesive plaster, rolls,, 148 
Apples, dried, lbs...... 198 
Apples, green, bbls...., 1 


Arrowroot, lbs 389 


see eeeeee 


Alcohol, bottles........ 131 
BAGKSGIS, 4b... es Se ya hts 
Bandages, bbis......... 88 
Bandage rollers....... 6 
Bedsteads...... SAR See 15 
Béd ticks 4.9 8.,.05.% 1,351 
OE . 187 
PABRObAL Oo. 555, Gaae 1,960 
Blankets, rubber....... 87 
Brushes ....., eis eins ome ope 188 
Brooms.. a Meera Sea 0y 940 
BOOKS 031) 25 as prebiaeae 3,310 
Body bands............ 432 
Buttons, doz....,...... 29 
Le | sha’ sine 800 
Beef stock, lbs......... 4,182 
Bread, loaves......... 1,000 
Butter, lbs... «23 voces. 940 
Barley flour, lbs....... 125 
Bay Rum, bottles...... 1,054 
Brandy, bottles..... 02-2, 762 
Bitters, bottles......... 21 
Camp stools.......:..., 1 
Camp kettles.... ...... 42 
Coffee pots..... bie eeieee 12 
Cauldron ot) 3. ea Sees b- 
Wompbe,.o.s2 srs Pisce 10,338 
ONBIEBiL « AICS Be hy eS 
Chairs, rocking........ 81 
Clisnibers. 2/7. :. 0 A a8 
Cushions.......... d+ s05998 
Cushions, rubber....... 98 
Clocks Si ihe a3) 
Corkscrews........ sper On 
Crutches, pairs........ 1,252 
SAUER. cs cau ahtes cae 166 
CAUUICHS pee te ek os ce 33 
Caubas, sy. fr...... wee» OOO 
Cambric, yards........ 455 
Cotton batten, lbs...... 13 
CARI AS, LDS. 6 iis eel oe RO) 
CAMAIOSLICKS. oo occ 5s 186 
Cups and saucers, doz.. 16 
Glorhitig, DOXes..<..35. “2 
Caps and hats......... 350 
Goatees jean = ae oe ee Ribas Boe 
Carbonic acid, galls.... 15 
Cologne, bottles..... -. 1,064 
Condensed cider, lbs... 33 


Condensed meats, lbs. .6,834 
Condensed fruits, lbs. .9,428 
Cond vegetables, lbs.. 2,125 
Catsup, bottles......... 415 
Chocolate, lbs......... 4,274 


_ Coffee, extract, lbs..... 727 








of July, August and September, 


Coffee,-ground, lbs..... 1,529 
Condensed milk, Ibs. .19,457 
Crackers, IDS,. sonecne 19,660 
Corn starch, lbs....... 8,706 
Corn meal, lbs....... 7,012 
Cod liver oil, bottles... 8 
Camphor, bottles. ...... 19 


Chloroform, bottles..... 17 
Cream tartar, lbs...... 7 
Charcoal powder, lbs .. 436 
Cheese, lbs..... a 5 50 
Door locks and mats... 16 
Disinfectant powder, lbs 75 
Drawers, cotton, pairs 13,887 
Drawers, wool, pairs. .4,668 
Dried fruit, lbs........7,965 


BVASOIS. s Geb ol sic kee 9 
Eggs, dozen........ eos hou 
Eggs, dessicated, cans.. 149 
Bye-glasses .....2.cccs. & 
Envelopes......ccee- 188 931 
Panshed. seccs cua sees 14,974 
PAUCOES... <1e2 sino Sinem os 
MMA COZOR 2.62. c5ds chip L 
Fiannel, yards......... 42, 
Hinaseed, IDSiee. 5. os oc 120 
PIGUET DE atk Sewae ce OFUST 
TAMERS oe occ oe co o's 2,334 


Flavoriug extracts, btls. 390 
erat) Soe ee 166 
GAS SEU OS ttis's ons sss 5's 1 
Ginger, extract. bottles.4,226 
Hammers and hatchets. 26 


Halters...csoccececee ee 24 
Hin PES. a> 66 akin dates <i> 12 
Head estsaw ears sinoicjs0 2,089 
Head boards... 6.0.3. 100 


Horse shoes, kegs...... 4 
Herbs, DOI epeeeenseeee 1 


Hops, [bsvs\freege ce see lo 
Hams, 18. .c1 st ps 1,555 
| Haversacks 30%. Ssteeee 166 
Handkerchiefs .......28,085 
lee, Ibs... ee. bese bebe are 
Ink, shotiless,s<seee es eres 
Iceland moss, kegs..... 149 


Jellies & preserves, jars 1,255 
Knives and forks, doz.. 164 


Knives, carving........ 38 
Lumber, planed, feet.. 2,000 
Lime, bbls........ euiiciat: 20 
Lanterns.,.‘is.ssscesapeaee 
Lampaiccis. «ivi Gini eee 
Lint, bbls........ a aie walle AO 
Life preservers ..... soe LES 
Lemons, boxes......+.. 320 
Lard, ibs. =s<.s canara y (ao 
Mera Red cs sahled ss oe 46 
Matches, gross......... 10 
Mucilage, bottles....... 2 


Mittons,; pairs, i<.535iss 


Memorandum books.... 110 
Magazines........02++.1;907 
Medicines, bottles...... 33 
Medicine cups........-. 233 
Medicine chests........ 1 
Morphia, @2...c:c3ds-a0 00 
Mutton tallow, lbs..... 35 
Molasses, gallons....... 58 
Malt, bushels .inss<se ere e 
Malt liquor, bottles... .1,288 
Malt liquor, gallons... .1,488 
eget ot 36 
Netting, mosquito, pes.. 649 
Needles, papers........ 274 
Needle books..........1,824 
Neek ties....... oss ees0) see 
Walls Ibs.2.4 0. Jue. eae 
Oil silk, rolls.......... 96 


Oil cloth, yards........ 35 
Oil, kerosene, gallons.. 15 
Old linen, bbls......... 303 


Onions, bbls........... 54 


Ositnm, lbs... . sxes .. 400 
Oatmeal, Ibs..........1,480 
Oranges, boxes...... ar 
Oysters, pickled, bott’s. 46 
Pails, wooden....... ~ 40 56S 
Pails, tin... ..si.sscetoeeeee 
Plates) tins ..staeeeeoee 


Plates, earthenware.... 156 
lanks, spruce, feet.... 100 
ltcherssers2.ceee staleie cet aes 

Poison, bottles......... 4 

POUS .esp 6s aes on cael SOO Oe 

Penholders............1,238 

Pencils, 5... <i coe ee 1,347 

Pipes, boxess/.. J soe pres 

Pillowa..2.44 cst. . haat 


Pillow cases.........+.5,279: 


Pillow ticks........... 888 
Pants, Pairs 0s aceon Pela 
Pins, Papers......s00-. 20 
Pickles, gallons....... 1,279 
Potatoes, bbls.......... 46 
Pork, 1 bs8.o. so teaur ace eee 
Quilts....... tose cies cbieagaee 
Rubber cloth, yards.... 53 
Reading matter, boxes.. 30 
Rice, lbs..... Sie aawets --) 361 
Rum, Jamaica, bottles. 552 


Rum, cherry, bottles... 285 
Sash, window, pairs... 22 
sheet lint,’ 1bsiore 1. ose eee 


Syringes « ssh. deseo el 
Stoves and furniture.... 3 
Stew pans... legen le 
Skimmers and dippers.. 54 


- 





Spoons, dozen........-1743¢ 
SIGVRR wots ckeee «sme aee oe 
Scissors, pairs.........- 41 
Stretchers... on se mew dk ee bye? 
SITE cole avisies wiv He sree 
Sponges, lbs........... 309 
Soap, 1D, aan- covsdsp~ 100 
Salts, Epsom, lbs....... 8 
Soda, dhs.is seace Gane oe LOSE 
Sago. TDS).~ tesaecege ees 29 
Sugar, bs. J72532. Secs 8,605 
Spices: Whe. oe. ace eee 
Syrup, bottles........:1,178 
Sweet Oil. bottles...... 14 
Salt fish, bbls.......... 390 
Shoes, pairs...........2,431 
Slippers, pairs.........7,211 
Socks, cotton, pairs...10,113 
Socks, wool, pairs.....6,757 
Shirts, wool.........-.9,758 
Shirts, cotton ........23,544 
Suspenders, pairs...... 920 
Shoeis. 58 i. <a: aha dublea shoe 
Spittoons. . see ceeeeeeee 199 
Spit Cupays. «Vase ~~ Yooper s 
Sy gL a 
Spikes, Ubstys . ews see ot sO 
Towels... sctsesss ene 50,008 
Til Cups .<seve vecaneeeoLl 
Tin basitis. 6. ...,<54'505.8593 
Tumblers...4.c222s eae 22 
Tablesiiees)..susceeoanen. & 


TeaDOts.cnce cemethenie ees vee 
Trusses... .ces-eestes yo 
Twine, balls..i5..s5.</) 12 
Thread, lhs...55--sss-9,.8¢ 


Tracié, hox..£b.cchewe eo 
Tamarinds, gallons.... 61 
Tea, IDS. voce cssesven es tye 
Tobacco, lbs..........7,352 
Tobacco cutter.......-. 6 
Urinalsvc tea ss ets es spel east 
‘Viests 22a es a teria lil 
Vegetables, bbls....... 14 
Vinegar, bottles ....... 227 
Wood, cords.....-..00+- 1} 
Water coolers.......+-. 4 
Water casks...0cccccee | 4 
Water. beds.uk. ¢ 4. cnt a dace 
Writing desks.......... 1 
Writing paper, reams... 340 
WirapHerd cicadas wescr naan 
Wine, domestic, bottl’s 9,298 
Wines, foreign, bottles 4,779 
Whiskey, bottles......3,770 
Yams, 1bss0i.3 ses eeetteeo 
Yeast powder, cans.... 6 


: NEW ORLEANS. 


Amount of goods forwarded to New Orleans, during 
the quarter ending September 30, 1864. _ 


Chambers: ics. o.id. oe oe 


Combs, gross..... sin dip hah ete 
Writing paper, reaams.. 40 
Envelopes...... 26 ose pate 
Pena, grose). oe pee 


Pen holders, gross...... 3 
Lead pencils, gross..... 6 
Ink, @ross.., Coase. Svcs Che 
Bay rum, bottles....... 
Jamiaca ginger, bottles. 72 
Butter, 1D8..0 2 soe. oc. UO 


Corn Starch, lbs........ 960 
Marina, Is.csn<s c denen 400 
BAGO IBS. veces aks shes venal’ 
Tea, green, lbs....... -. 84 


Sherry wine, bottles.... 144 
Raspberry wine, bottles 132 
Peaches, cans.......... 480 
Tomatoes, cans......... 480 
Linen sacks.......... -. 248 
PAHIA, DATE. J5.04sasese 418 
EC Se ere epee! (us, 
MOBIL. wis i's abo Sena sstas, LOL 
BPO BREKB. soa cscasesssnllao 
Pillow cases...........1691 
OLAS oss pales aincdes o bins QOS 
MT WOlS.cs oa ura ag swt oes 1565 
Handkerchiefs..........4201 


Cotton socks, pairs..... 335 
Fane esse cscce cece cosie.e) 106 


Cotton, (old) barrels.... 4 
Linen, (old) barrels..... 4 
Bandages, barrels...... 6 
Lint, /barrelss. ssceesesn. 102 
Whiskey, bottles....... 144 
ne CASES: say ye Ae 
Domestic wine, kegs.... 7 
x ** bottles.. 180 
Foreign wine, bottles... 4 
Brandy, jugs........... 1 
6  Pottles .cweeesa cee 
Pickles, jars... ./..2/asee 6 
‘*  Regs.. desuscemanes 


ad casks.,..ccelee 15 
Cheese, 1bS............. 80 
Books and papers, boxes 15 
Mosquito netting, yds. .3036 
Chocolate, lbs.......... 480 
Condensed milk, lbs....1008 
Maizena, lbaieX veneer 
Crackers, lbs...........1507 . 
Beef stock, lbs.,........ 600 
Codfish, 1b8......ccee0- 525 
Sugar, white, lbs....... 467 
Coffee, IDS... ccennsan Lae 
Quinine, OUDCES..cscces 10 
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Blankets....... ieee 


Kissingen water, bottles 288 100 
Dried apples, barrels... 6] Washbowls............ 100 
Dried fruit, barrels..... 13] Lanterns..............- 12 
Fruit vinegar, bottles... 280} Wool socks, pairs......1733 

ny Bree oe eae 1 PAULOWE. oo de cece se esce 6 219 
Cut tobacco, barrels.... 1{Cushions............ Jee 535 
Blackberry cordial, bots. 205 | Pillow ticks........... 442 
Onions, ,WArTels, ¢. soe << 100 | Cotton drawers, pairs.. .1387 
W. W. Vinegar, gallons 43/| Cotton shirts........... 1590 
DUDE CITB. 4. once +eceee 300] Slippers, pairs........ .. 140 
Wrappers, Sruebiarine! ee aon Ok 


BEAUFORT, 8. C. 


Amount of goods forwarded to Beaufort, S. C., 
during the quarter ending September 30, 1864. 


Beef stock, lbs.......... 1200 | Quassia salts, Ibs....... 1 
Oyster crackers, lbs....1621]| Paregoric, pints........ % 
Condensed milk, lbs.... 480] Tinct. Opii, oz...... Bidcine 


Concentrated coffee, lbs. 960 
White sugar, lbs....... 486 
Extract of coffee, Ibs.... 5 


Sulph. Morphia, 0z..... 4 
Adhesive plaster, rolls.. 2 
Blue mass, 0Z.......0. 2 


Toe, tone. i. is. eet Jae 226 Calomels 07525. Gates. 2 
BNOOS: PATS. cecssscace 5| Dover Powder, 0Z...... 4 
(S760 Re Ae ae 6| Nit. Potassa, 0z......... 8 
Wool socks, pairs...... 5 | Cit. Ferri et Quinine, oz. 3 
Wool drawers, pairs... 5] Gum Arabic, lbs....... 1 
Onions, barrels........ - 20) Blistering Colodion, 0z.. 4 


Potatoes, barrels....... SMIMAGLLOT, LDS. sic oes cccicie ae 89 
Posh bss. odes carte 34) ONEOSE; IDSs ai. o aiss cc eee 45 
Rochelle salts, Ibs...... 2} Flour, barrels........ Ric dye 
Epsom salts, lbs...... doen | Mvuit., DoXeSs .o.6 520.6. 1 
PROG SAGE: UPS daseccs cy  2f BRECK. «oc gesis cnc cces ves 212 


NEWBERNE, N, C. 


Amount of goods forwarded to Newberne, N. C., 
during the quarter ending September 30, 1864. 


ISAK Otese ss 63 se003s es GEO OOLE cratsc's srorgie.s.c.</0he ss 270 
Wool shirts..... Bee: HSS TOWelSr. Tess sh. Le eelee 543 
Wooi socks, pairs...... 504! Cotton drawers, pairs.. 470 
Condensed milk, lbs....1008} Cotton shirts........... 385 
Maizenna, lbs.......... 400| Bed sacks ............. 153 
Farina, boxes...... eT AG IMCOUATS Mh, . tale ale stele tine ¢ 78 
Ground coffee, lbs...... 252| Handkerchiefs ......... 1316 
Mustands bss 2). ou<s 24| Pickles, kegs........... 8 
Slippers, pairs.......... 500] Bitters, bottles......... 24 
_Adamantiue candles, lbs. 200| Lint, barrels........... 2 
Oyster crackers, lbs.... 780] Cotton, barrels......... 2 
Crackors, LOS). sacsc « acs 627 | Bandages, barrels...... 1 
Brandy, bottles........ 74] Sherry, bottles....... ayes 
Lemon syrup, bottles... 144| Shrub, bottles......... ek 
J CLANS Ci a Naas mage 394] Cider vinegar, bottles... 2 
Godash, lhe 12/33 ass. 200} Maderia, bottles........ 12 
1 eee cciieietoe 334| Champagne, bottles.... 12 
Mamita 64, os ios ee 149 | Claret, bottles....... eont 24 
REAPEPGSSGS «4 dc's'c'die che ties 2| Brandy cheese, lbs....: 3 


Papers and corks, boxes 2 


Special Relief Department, 


EXTRAOTS FROM J. B. CLARK’S QUARTERLY 
REPORT, WASHINGTO!, D. 0. 


The number of men who have been re- 
ceived from regiments that were on the way 
home, having served their time out, is very 
much larger than at previous times. This is 
accounted for from the fact that nearly all of 
the one hundred days’ men from Ohio, have 
passed through this city, within the last two 
months; and invariably they have had a 
very large proportion of their number sick ; 
in some of the regiments the surgeons have 
reported as high as three hundred, out of 
nine hundred men; in others not more than 
one hundred. It will thus be seen that 


y 
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nearly one quarter of these-men are sick 
and unfit for duty; showing conclusively, 
to my mind, that the enlistment of men for 
a short term of service, is of very little good 
to the government; not merely from the 
fact that they are unable to do much duty 
for the time they are out, but it gives them 
an idea that all the men in the army are 
unfit for duty in about this proportion, 
which is not the fact as we all know. These 
men are in the field just long enough to get 
sick from change of. habits and food; and 
going home as they do at this time, do not 
recognize the fact that a very large propor- 
tion would have recovered in a short time 
and have become acclimated, and would, 
without doubt, be as hardy men and make 
as good soldiers as any we have in the army. 

These ideas, carried home to the various 
parts of the country, can but have the effect 
of keeping not only these men, but others 
that may be brought in contact with them, 
from coming into the army if they can in 
any way avoid it. 

The number reported from the ‘ Soldiers’ 
Rest,’ as sick, are as heretofore, either 
from new regiments coming out, or men on 
their way from the hospitals to Camp Dis- 
tribution. We have had very few men who 
were here to be examined for commissions 
in colored regiments, compared with the 
previous reports; but a large proportion of 
the number are not in the army, but are 
young men that have been students of the 
Military Academy in Philadelphia. and have 
been sent here by Col. Taggart. There has 
been a very large number of men who have 
had their wounds dressed, or have been fur- 
nished medicine, that have not been entered 
on the register. Such cases are either on 
passes from the various hospitals, on their 
way home, or returning from home to the 
hospitals; and have needed this attention 
without its being necessary to keep them 
for any length of time. 


HOSPITAL VISITING. 


MRS. BARKER’S REPORT. 


Washington, Monday, October 31, 1864. 
—Carried to Harewood two dozen pairs 
drawers, some woolen gloves, two dozen sus- 
penders, seventy-one slippers. Also gave to 
Mrs. Moore, the matron of the linen room, 
three cans peaches, one bottle of tamarinds, 
one jar currant jelly, one can pine-apples, 
one bottle bay-rum, two bottles port, and two 
of sherry wine, for discretionary use. 


842 


Tuesday, November 1, 1864.—Visited 
Harewood as usual in the forenoon, but 
found that, owing to the rapid call for sani- 
tary clothing among invalids who were sent 
home on furlough to vote, my supply was 
insufficient. I came home to get more sup- 
plies, and returned in the evening, so as to 
be ready for the next morning. I was just 
é time, for our la&t shirt had been called 

or. 


Wednesday, November 2, 1864.—Find-. 


ing nothing more important than to look 
after the disconsolates at Fort Woodbury, 
whom I left last week feeding on dry bread, 
tough beef, and salt pork, I expended a few 
dollars in mutton, potatoes, apples, &c , and 
carried some of the firkin butter, and also 
currant jelly. Dinner just came in; and 
the scene which followed was most gratify- 
ing to them and to myself. 

Thursday, November 3, 1864.—Thurs- 


day forenoon again at Harewood, with some © 


shirts and socks; also with jellies for the 
wards. A boy at Campbell lies very sick, 
and nobody seems to know how to care for 
him. I have had beef-juice prepared at 
Lodge No. 4 for him, and also sent him 
some pure brandy. 

Friday, November 4, 1864.—Stormy, 
and staid at home in the forenoon; in the 
afternoon went to Fort Strong, to inquire 
after Wm. Wetherbee, of Leominster, in 
answer to a letter from his aunt. Found 
him convalescent, and most tenderly cared 
for by his surgeon, N. B. Dean, of Salem, 
Mass. 

Saturday, November 5, 1864 —Went to 
Campbell, to carry some beef-juice to the 
sick boy. Found another man who had 
Just recovered from pneumonia, who had 
just taken off a flannel shirt to be washed, 
and had none to put on in its place. Being 
sure he would take cold, I went back to the 
store on purpose for a shirt, and he put it 
on at once. Also visited Camp Barry hos- 
pital, with supplies, and gave orders for 
more. 

Nov. 8.—Received $20 Ware Fund from 
Mr. Hovey. Answered a letter from Mrs. 
Seymour, concerning effects of Henry W. 
Faxon, who died at Harewood. Also another 
letter from Mrs. Lothrop, Vice-President, 
about Saterlee, who died at Harewood. 
Visited Harewood with supplies of butter, 
pickles and blackberry jam. 

Nov. 9.—Visited Sherburn Barracks and 
Kast Capitol Barracks Hospitals before din- 


ner; divided between them pickles and 
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blackberry jam. Found the men convales- 


cent, mostly up and dressed. Afternoon 
visited Rush Barracks (Invalid Corps) and 
drew an order for one dozen woolen draw- 
ers. . 
Nov. 10.—Forenoon at store, Cliffburn 
and Fry Hospitals, where I carried flannels, 
stationery, pickles, &c., all ask for vege- 
tables, onions especially. At one Invalid 
Corps Hospital they have scurvy. | 

Nov. 11.—Forenoon at Harewood and 
Campbell, carried more brandy to my sick 
man at Campbell. He does not know how 
to get along without it, but he prospers 
finely. Patients at Harewood gone home 
to vote, so as to materially thin out the 
wards. 


BY J. B. HOLT. 
Wasurneton, D. C., 
. Nov. 12, 1864. f ~- 
I have the honor to submit the following 
report for the week ending Nov. 12, 1864. 
Have visited during the week, forts 
Lyons, Williams, Ward, Albany, Wood- 
bury and Strong. Invalid Corps Hospitals, 
Freedman’s Village, Fairfax Seminary, and 
twenty hospitals at Alexandria. Have at- 
tended to quite a number of cases of Special 
Relief. * * * Would that the good peo- 
ple of the North could all yisit and see how 
much is needed to make our poor suffering 
soldiers in hospitals comfortable. Hach and 


all would contribute far more liberally l am 


confident. Pillow slips and towels are called 
for and much needed. Bandages and old 
linen are much ealled for, and if there 
should be many wounded sent to our hos- 
pitals, there would be very great suffering 
for the want of such. There is not any- 
thing that will be so much needed and re- 
lieve so much suffering. The furloughed 
soldiers are coming back as a general thing 
much better for the change, and with much 
better courage. 

I trust ere many months shall pass, we 
shall hear the glad notes of peace, and the 
calls upon the Commission to minister to — 
the wounded will no more be heard. 


EXTRACTS FROM JOURNAL OF MRS. J. B. 
JOHNSON. 


Oct. 1864.—My labors as Hospital Visi- 
tor in the month of October, 1864, have, by 
your directions been confined to Campbell, 
Douglas and Stanton General Hospitals. 

My plan of visiting is; first, to visit and 
consult the surgeon in charge, and ascertain 
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his views as to the plan of distribution, as 
well as to obtain permission to visit the 
various wards. 
quainted with the soldiers as far as possible 
in order to comfort them with kind words 
if they are low spirited or home sick, and 
to understand their read wants in order 
to distribute supplies as judiciously as 
possible. 

I have been in every instance kindly 
treated by the surgeons, who seem to desire 
the aid of the Commission in its benevolent 
work ; and for me to say, the supplies are 
thankfully received, is but to repeat what has 
been so often asserted since the commence- 
ment of the war. If the oft repeated ‘“‘ God 
bless the Sanitary Commission,” and other 
expressions of gratitude from the soldiers 
- could be heard by the members of the “ Aid 
Societies” in the North, I think their ener- 
gies would be redoubled, and the storehouses 
of the Commission be filled to overflowing. 
_* * * ‘J have distributed as follows :— 
28 pairs drawers, 36 pairs suspenders, 24 
night caps, 10 bottles ink, 30 shirts, 60 
pairs socks, 80 handkerchiefs, 7 pairs 
slippers, 12 neckties, 12 bottles jellies, 5 
bottles blackberry brandy, 30 needles, 2 
wrappers, besides quantities of stationery. 
All of which I think have been judiciously 
expended. The many eases of diarrhoea 
among recent admissions, render the black- 
berry brandy and syrup very useful. 


Report for the week ending Nov. 12, 
1864— * * * Qn my entrance to the 
Ist ward, and after making my mission 
known, I heard exclamations on all sides, 
such as, “ The Sanitary Commission always 
gives us something that does us good.” 
“They always knuw what we want.” 
“They are so *liberal.”” “ My appetite is 
poor and I need some jelly,” &c. 

The demand for woolen shirts and draw- 
ers is very great, while in accordance with 
instructions, I have given only in the most 
extreme cases. 

The following have been supplied :—6 
fine combs, 12 pairs'‘’uspenders, 4 pairs draw- 
ers, 20 pairs socks, (wool), 2 wrappers, 5 
pairs slippers, 5 bottles blackberry brandy, 
6 woolen shirts, 2 to 3 quires of paper and 
envelopes, 2 pairs crutches, 6 handkerchiefs. 


CAMP PAROLE. 
Alma Carey and §. L. Phillips, U. S. 
Sanitary Commission Lady Visitors at Camp 
Parole, Md., report as follows: 


Second, to become ac- 
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Since our last weekly record, a large pro- 
portion of the patients in this section have 
been sent home on furloughs ; consequently 
much excitement has prevailed in the*wards. 
While many were rejoicing, in prospect of 
speedy reunion with loved ones, after long 
and painful separation; other have been 
disheartened by delay in receiving fur- 
loughs, and many are detained by severe 
indisposition ; yet, as but few have been 
admitted during the week, the number of 
inmates have been greatly reduced. But 
two have died since our last report. One, 
a man of middle age, after having sent fa- 
vorable reports to his family, deceased quite 
sundenly. His wife, who had been ap- 
prised of the alarming change, arrived after 
his interment, but had tbe consolation of 
learning that he left pleasing evidence of 
being prepared for his summons to the 
Heavenly rest. | 

The other case, was that of a young lad, 
homeless and friendless, as fr as could be 
ascertained; but in prison, he had found 
the only unfailing Friend, and though all- 
untaught, particularly in divine knowledge, 
the simple trust, expressed to those about 
him, gave precious evidence of his adop- 
tion into the family of God. And as your 
agents, with a few Christian friends, at his 
burial, listened to the sad record, no rela- 
tives, they were cheered by the suggestion 
of the officiating clergyman, that he had 
found loving kindness in the home of the 
blessed. 


November 11, 1864. 


The lapse of another week brings but 
little apparent change in the current of 
events here. The wards are being gradu- 
ally filled again, by the transfer of patients 
from the camp. Application for aid and 
supplies have usually been readily met; but 
some few articles, already noticed in our 
requisitions, must still be refused the suf- 
fering applicants, it having been impossible 
to procure them. We would mention black- 
berry wine or cordial, which is frequently 
prescribed by the physicians, and has been 
a source of relief and comfort to such as 
have contracted disease in Southern pri- 
sons. 

Disease and death are still doing their 
sad work in this section. After a few days 
respite, the dread destroyer appeared some- 
what suddenly again on Wednesday morn- 
ing, and removed three more victims to their 
eternal home. It was a sad sight as, at the 
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burial, the three coffins lay side by side, 
enveloped ‘by the glorious old flag their 
lives had been sacrificed to defend, but most 

comforting to think of the more than mortal 
honor put upon each by Him who died that 
they might live, for all, as we believed, 
had departed in full hope of a glorious im- 
mortality. One of these cases, which cre- 
ated much sympathy, was that of a head 
nurse in one of the wards, who, having 
long been faithful at his post, was suddenly 
stricken down by disease and called away, 
before the wife and little ones he had left 
in a distant state could be notified of his 
illness. His last night was spent in prayer 
for himself and family, and his last words 
were those of trust in Jesus. Another, 
who had been long a prisoner, as death drew 
near, manifested deep anxiety and penitence 
for sin, at last found peace in believing, and, 
at his earnest request, received baptism on 
his dying bed. Another, the fourth who 
had passed away during the week, had long 
followed Christ, and died rejoicing in the 
prospect of the heavenly rest. 

In cases like these, how gratifying to your 
agents to be permitted to smooth the passage 
to the tomb, by the temporary relief’ pro- 
vided through the munificence of the Com- 
mission, as well as, by the grace that is in 


Christ Jesus, to lift the veil, and point to - 


the heavenly mansions prepared for them. 


FROM ANNAPOLIS, Mp. 


BY J. ADDISON WHITAKER. 


Two gentlemen came from Philadelphia 
to obtain the body of a deceased brother. 
They were directed by Mr. Boardman, of that 
city, to Mr. Sloan. I put them in the way 
of obtaining the body, afforded them every 
facility for ‘disinterring it and bringing it to 
depot; gave them a ticket to the “ Home” 
for meals, furnished them beds to sleep in 
in our “ Lodge Room,’ and spent some 
time in stating what our work was from the 
time of the arrival of the prisoners till 
they were ready to return to duty or their 
homes. I showed them our journal, con- 
taining receipts and issues; explained how 
we welcomed and entertained visiting rela- 
tives; how we helped the soldier collect his 
ration money, back pay, and in case of 
death, helped the widow, &c. collect her 
pension, bounty and other money due her, 
and all free of any expense. How careful we 
were in the receipt and issue of stores; how 
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difficult it was for us to misuse the stores or 
funds, and for others to impose on us. 

They were delighted and amazed at what 
to them was all new. They had been told 
that others did all the work. They had 
heard all sorts of charges against the Sani- 
tary Commission, and only the Sabbath be- 
fore, they had discussed the subject in their 
Sabbath-school. One of the teachers ven- 
tured to speak for the Sanitary Commission, 
but he was met with objections everywhere 
against it. 

They said they were sorry that they had 
known so little of the good we were doing, 
and should take the first opportunity of set- 
ting forth the truth in regard to our work. 
They regretted that we did not take more 
pains to let our work be known. I am glad 
to say, they left knowing more of the real 
work than they did before. 

Misses Phillips and Cary are faithful and 
are doing a noble work. Their services are 
as valuable to us as they are to the soldiers, 
and their friends visiting them. Their 
work in that hospital is an illustration of 
the fact that the Sanitary Commission can 
attend to the souls of men as well as their 
bodies. . 

Of all our work, none meets with more 
approval than “The Home.” From the 
Matron’s report, you will see what- a 
large family we have had this week. Our 
moving was so quietly and quickly done, 


that it did not interfere in the least with — 


accommodations to visitors. It has, indeed, 
been a house of mourning this week. 
About a dozen.came with expectation of 
administering to those so dear to them; 
but alas! it was too late. Their only con- 
solation in so great an affliction was found 
in the pleasant accommodations of the 
‘“¢ Home.” 

I believe our work in this district com- 
mends itself to public favor and confidence. 


BY J. C. BATCHELOR. 


There has been a gfeat deal of excite. 


ment in camp this week on account of most 
of the men going away on furloughs.  Be- 
tween two and three thousand have gone. 
Not over five. hundred are left, altogether. 
Some of the poor fellows were not fit to go, 
though they insisted upon it, and must have 
suffered much while traveling. One case 
was especially pitiful. A man, I, should 
judge, of forty-five years, wasted away by 
chronic diarrhcea to almost a skeleton, un- 
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able to walk except with asssistance, started 
for the western part of Ohio, without over- 
coat, blanket, or anything more than his 
usual clothing to protect him from the in- 
clemency of the weather. Seeing his con- 
dition, without saying anything to him, I 
procured a blanket, and threw it over his 
shoulders. He was completely confounded, 
and for a long time could not realize that it 
was given him. But after he understood 
it, you should have seen the look of grati- 
tude given me, though he said little, as he 
was choked by his emotions. He went with 
the expectation of never returning, saying 
he was going home to die. ‘Torall of the 
severe cases | gave Jamaica ginger to warm 
and strengthen them on their journey. 
Many had no covering for their sore feet, 
and those | supplied with good warm slippers. 
The hospital is now in charge of Sur- 
geon James ©. Fisher, U.8. V., with Dr. 
Wm. St. G. Elliott, as executive officer. 


- November 12, 1864. 
This has been an unusually dull week 


in camp, there being so few men remain- 


ing here; and a greater portion of them 
having received pay a few days since, needed 
very little, if any, help from the Commis- 
Sia oF 

A good share of my time has been spent 
in Section A, attending to the»claims of the 
soldiers for back pay, bounties, Xe. Xe. 
Many of the men have families who are 
suffering, because their husbands and fa- 
thers cannot obtain the funds wherewith to 
support them. 

While conversing with Dr. Fisher, he 
recommended that woolen nightcaps be fur- 
nished the men, for this reason: the wards 
being ventilated through the roof during 
the night, the cold wind blows on the heads 
of the men, and they, to protect themselves, 
wrap their bed-clothes around their heads, 
which, of course, is very unhealthy, as they 
breathe confined air. 

Our agents in Section A report all things 
to be moving on as usual. ‘Ihe wards are 
gradually filling up, Section D in camp hav- 
ing been changed trom hospital to barracks, 
and all the men removed. * * * 

Blackberry wine or cordial is instanced 
as being ordered by surgeons for diarrhcea 
cases. 

THE HOME. 

The following is the report of ‘“ The 
aol for the week ending November 6, 

64. 
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Whole number admitted, . 969 
46 «« Lodged, . 2,070 

¢ “Meals, 6,547 


From the following States :—Maine, 109; 
New Hampshire, 73 ; Vermont, 20 ; Massa- 
chusetts, 123; Rhode Island, 5; Con- 
necticut, 25; New York, 269 ; New Jersey, 
30; Pennsylvania, 196; Delaware, 2; 
Maryland, 9; Virginia, 3; Ohio, 17; Ill- 
nois, 8; Indiana, 8, Wisconsin, 61; Mich- 
igan, 21. 

On account of the great number of fur- 
loughed soldiers arriving at the Home 
during the past week, it was impossible to 
make a record of all their names, and at the 
same time take care of the baggage. Mr. 
Wood, the only one assisting, was kept 
busily employed all the time securing trans- 
portation for the feeble and wounded ones, 
and seeing to their getting on the cars. 

The only names taken for four days, were 
those arriving in the evening, when I had 
the assistance of Mr. Murray and others. 

All were allowed the privileges of the 
dining room, which was open from a quarter 
past five in the morning, till half-past eleven 
at night. In the evening, the most needy 


- were provided with beds as far as they went, 


and the others the shelter of “The Home.” 

For the two nights that we made no 
record, the number lodged was 859. Num- 
ber of meals given, 2,700; included in the 
report. 


BY GEORGE A. MILLER. 


The soldiers have been paid this week, 
and a great number sent home on furloughs 
to vote. ‘The anticipation and recption of 
their pay; then the anticipation, and’ cn 
some cases, the reception of furloughs, has 
kept the men in good spirits the past week, 
so they have thought less than usual of their 
wants and troubles. 

The poor sick fellows seem to enjoy hay- 
ing some one to talk with them, as much 
as almost anything that can be done for 
them. They love to tell their experience 
in the army, and in Dixie. Some of them 
have suffered everything but death, and 
are ready and willing to suffer even that 
now for the salvation of the country. 

There is a house near Libby Prison oc- 
cupied by Union people. At certain times 
when the rebel officers were out of sight, a \ 
young lady would cheer the boys by wav- 
ing the Union flag im her chamber window. 
She was finally detected and imprisoned, 
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It is the opinion of many of our paroled 


men that there is a strong under-currrent 
of Union sentiment in the South, which 
will show itself as soon as there is an op- 
portunity. 

The work of the Commission is going 
along as usual. Great things are not being 
done. But that is not the purpose of the 
Commission. It is to supply those Little 
things which Government does not. Those 
little things, however, are of great conse- 
quence to the soldier. Those tokens of kind- 
ness, coming right from the loved ones at 
home, have a mighty power to sustain and 
cheer the desponding heart of the noble 
hero as he lies on his bed suffering from 
wounds or disease. 


BY H. WOOD. ® 


Reportof the Home for the Wivesand Mothers 
of Soldiers, for the week ending November 
6th, 1864. 


Whole number admitted, . ; 19 
east «¢ Lodged, . 148 
fs ‘¢. Meals, dol 


BY EDMUND KLOTT. 


Report of the Hospital Department of the 
Home, Washington, D. U., for the week 
ending November 6th, 1864. 


Total number of patients admitted, 
Number of permanent patients, who 
stayed for a day or longer, . 94 
Number of transient patients, . | 2G 
ag ‘‘ wounds dressed, 350 


—_——. 
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Total number as above, 


OUR PRISONERS. 
LETTER FROM SURGEON G. L. PALMER. 


U.S. A. Generar Hospirat, Div. No. 2, 
. ANNAPOLIS, Mp., Nov. 12, 1864. 


Rev. J. A. WHITAKER, 
Supt. U. 8. San. Com. 

Dear Sir:—I have the honor to ac- 
knowledge the receipt of your kind favor of 
this date, tendering the aid of the Sanitary 
Commission, in the anticipation of the arrival 
of a large number of paroled prisoners, at 
this place. I have already made requisition 
upon the medical purveyor, commissary and 
quartermaster for supplies, which I believe 
will be enough to meet the emergency. But 
there are numerous articles of comfort, 
which soldiers generally purchase with their 


The Sanitary Commission Bulletin. 


own money, and as these unfortunate prison- 
ers are always destitute of money, I know 
they will be glad to accept them from you ; 
and I shall be happy to facilitate their re- 
ceiving anything to make them comfortable 
and happy. ‘They will want pens, ink. 
paper, envelopes, stamps, handkerchiefs 
suspenders, towels, pocket knives, &c. if 
may need for extra dressing, some rags and 
shirts; and if the weather is very cold, I 
may need one or. two hundred quilts, as 
these men require about double the clothing 
necessary for other sick men. 
some pickles will also be needed. 

I have the pleasure to inform you that I 
have received this day, and distributed, forty 
rocking chairs, purchased with the hundred 
dollars which you gave me for that purpose 
last Sabbath. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE REPORT OF J. B. 
ABBOTT, WASHINGTON, D. C. 
For week ending November 12, 1864. 


I have the honor to submit the following 
report of the Special Relief work accom- 
plished under my charge, for week ending 


~ November 12, 1864. 


Number of pay accounts of dis- 
charged soldiers received for 


adjustment, i 32 
Number of cases settled, a 26 
Amount collected on the cases 

settled, . $5,782 46 
Number of bounty cases taken, 6 

6s 4 ‘< allowed, 3 


Amount collected on the bounty 
cases adjusted and allowed, 
Number of claims of soldiers in 

General Hospital for back pay 

received, 28 
Number of claims adjusted, a. eee 
Amount of back pay secured, . $2,730 09 
Number of claims for the pay of 

soldiers who have become pris- 

oners of war, ; ¢ 13 
Number of ielaine allowed, D 
Amt. collected on cases allowed, $255 80 


$275 00 


Number of naval claims filed, . 29 
cé i cs allowed, 33 
Amount collected on claims, . $3,784 06 
oes of pension claims filed, 27 
ee * allowed, 1 

N He of claims for arrears of 

pay, &c. filed at 2d Auditors, a: 

Number of claims allowed, ag 
Amount collected on claims, $104 33 


Poghink? 
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Aggregate number of claims re- 


ceived and acted upon, 131 
Aggregate number of claims com- | 
pleted, 105 
Aggregate amount collected, $12, 881 74 
CASH ACCOUNT. : 
Cash on hand, November 5, $65 00 
Expenditures, $16 00 
Cash on hand, N ovember 12, $49 80 


The work of the “ Efobids and Lodges” 
is considerably larger than last week. 


Lodge No. 4 furnished es to 


soldiers, 312 
Meals to soldiers, heats: ; 1961 
Alexandria Lodge furnished lodgings 

to soldiers, . ; 58 
Meals to soldiers, 158 
Number of persons of admitted, ‘Sixth 

street Lodge, 107 
Furnished food, coffee and stimulants 

eggs 195 
“Home at Baliitnate has accommodated 

during the week, , peal 
Classified as follows, Soldiers, . i 40 

Soldiers’ friends, 18 
Refugees, . ; rf 

Number of meals given, . . 8809 
Number of lodgings furnished, 104 


At Lodge No. 4, Harrison Town, private 
Co. G, 61st Regt. N. Y. Vols., died very 
suddenly about 12 o’clock to-day. He had 
been home on furlough to vote, and was on 
his way back to the hospital, Mt. Pleasant. 
He arrived at the Lodge about 10 a.m., 
and wished a place to lie down, complain- 
ing that he felt quite ill; he was made as 
comfortable as possible, and rested for an 
hour or so, when he began to grow worse. 
I at once sent for a physician, but before 
he arrived, the poor fellow was dead. He 
was a fine looking soldier. His body 
was carried to Mt. Pleasant hospital and 
deposited in the dead house there. Un- 
fortunately we were unable to obtain the 
address of his friends from him before he 
died. I have taken measures, however, to 
ascertain their address. The cause of his 
death, the physician stated, was shila 
heart disease. * * * 

Mr. E. B. Cutler I sent Deve ici to su 
some of the hospitals in New England, to 
make arrangements to aid the patients in 
collocting such arrears of pay as they may 
have due them. Mr. Brown will proceed 
next week to make similar arrangements at 


Buffalo, N. Y. 
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RECORD OF VISITS MADE AT STANTON AND 


DOUGLAS HOSPITALS. 
BY MRS. M. A. C. 
Nov. 1, 1864.—To-day I have fairly 


commenced my winter work. Went this 
morning to Stanton Hospital, had a 
pleasant chat with the surgeon in charge, 
Dr. Wilson, who was willing to have 
me attend the hospital as “ Sanitary visi- 
tor.’ He promised me his assistance in 
anything I might undertake, which would 
be of benefit to his men ; he took me to the 
room of the ‘Sisters of Mercy,’ who re- 
ceived me kindly, and expressed their plea- 
sure that the U.S. Sanitary Commission had 
appointed a regular visitor; went entirely 
through the ‘hospital to- day, including 
twelve wards; found very few men com- 
paratively, as all who are able have been 
furloughed, in order that they may go to 
their respective States to vote. 

After taking note of the wants of the 
men, came home, resolved to do all in my 
power to administer to their needs, and to 
show them what the Sanitary Commission 
is, and what it is able and willing to do for 
them. 

Nov. 2.—This morning made out m 
requisition and went to the “ Office” 244 
F street, where it was approved by the 
Chief Clerk, then proceeded to the Sture- 
house, hoping to find a goodly supply of the 
various articles on my list. But, alas! slip- 
pers, nags and drawers were among the miss- 
ing. When will the people at home realize 
how much we need these things, and send us 
ENOUGH? However, I filled my baskets 
with something and started, and happy 
looked the men, and hearty were their 
greetings as I entered the wards, even 
though I[ was obliged to disappoint them in 
some of the things they had asked for. 
After distributing my supplies, went over 
to Douglas Hospital, directly: opposite the 
Stanton, and had a talk with the Surgeon 
in charge there. He too, expressed his 
willingness to help me in my work. Went 
hastily over the hospital and found very few 
men, as in Stanton. Took down the wants 
of these, and came home, feeling cheerful 
and happy 

Nov. 3.—Went this morning to Doug 
las, with baskets filled with jellies, tobacco, 
pickles, suspenders, letter paper, envelopes, 
&c. As I was standing in one of the wards 
with my basket by my side, one fellow 
looked up and said, ‘‘I should like a pair of 
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those suspenders, Miss, how much is to 
pay?’ I laughingly told him he was wel- 
come toa pair without paying for them. 
He looked as if he wondered who I could 
be, coming there with such a lot of things 
to give away. ILimmediately explained to 
him that the Sanitary Commission furnished 
these things, and that they were most hap- 
py to do it, and left him—lI think far more 
cheerful and hopeful than when I found 
him, for he then had the consciousness that 
there were some who, though, strangers 
cared for him. Jn the afternoon called at 
Stanton, found them comfortable. 
_ Nov. 4.—Have spent the day in much 
the same manner as previous ones. 

Nov. 5.—Have been with supplies to 
Douglas and Stanton hospitals. After dis- 
tributing clothing, and sundries in the bar- 
racks of the former, was walking through 
the main building looking for bed 176, for 
whose occupant I had a woolen shirt. 
Meeting one of the “ Sisters,” I asked her 
to direct me to it. ‘What do you want of 
bed 176?” said she. I told her, when she 
turned to me and said, ‘‘ You have no right 


to distribute clothing in the wards, Sister [| 


Superior says you are to leave nothing with 
the men excepting tobacco and letter pa- 
per.” On thinking the matter over quietly 
at home, I came to the conclusion that the 
“ Sisters’ had ‘no right” to thus dictate 
to the Commission what they should give 
the soldiers, and what they should not, and 
went to the office and asked the Secsetary 
what were his views. He thought as I did, 
and advised me to go to the Surgeon in 
charge, which I did, "and came away well 
satisfied with the interview. He gave me 
authority to do as I pleased, to give the 
men anything [ chose, excepting food and 
drink. So that cloud has passed and all is 
sunshine again. Hope I may not feel so 
unpleasantly any more about such a little 
thing, must learn to take the world as it 
comes. 

Nov. 6.—Dark, dreary and rainy. Have 
been unable to make my hospital visits to- 
day, on account of the rain. Feel as if a 


long time had elapsed since I have seen my. 


poor soldier boys. Ah! what a pleasant 
feeling that I can daily, or almost daily be 
among these poor suffering ones, and be the 
means, through others, of making them, in 
a measure, forget their pains. and trials, 


They are doing “everything for us, and shall. 


we not do all in our power for them. 


Nov. 8.—Still unpleasant, but I have 
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been to Stanton, with baskets of reading 
matter, find that the men need more books 
than they can get. Hope the folks at home 
will not forget this, and will send us fresh 
supplies soon. Met one of the ‘ Sisters” in 
the Hall who told me that one of the boys 
was ‘“‘running down” for want of pure 
brandy. He had been taking poor whiskey, 
and the Doctor had decided that he must 
have something much better than that, and 
she, poor woman, was feeling very badly 
about it, and asked me if I could help her. 
I thought of the Sanitary Storehouse, but 
no pure French brandy could I see there. 
I thought of my money purse, no five or six 
dollars could I find there. What can I do? 
passed through my mind. I could see of 
no way of getting anything, when it flashed 
across my mind that [ could go to the office 
for advice, where we poor visitors always 
go, at least Ido. So-off I went and pre- 
sented my case to Mr. H » there. Be | 
fore | had time to think, he asked the 
Chief Clerk to get me one of those bottles 
of French brandy, issued only on special 
occasions, like the present one. Soon I was 
on my way rejoicing, and I had the satis- 
faction of seeing that poor sick soldier’s 
face light up with joy, as he said, ‘Ah! 
that will make me live.” Wish some one 
would send us a big case of this real brandy. 

Nov. 9.—Have been to both my hos- 
pitals to day, but carried very few things ; 
oa Shirts in great demand. 3 

Jov. 10.—Went to Stanton for a little 
while this morning, took down a few wants, 
but as a general thing they are pretty well 
supplied for the present. Called at Doug- 
las, and left an overcoat for a little boy, ten 
years of age, who had his shoulder crushed 
by a horse lymg upon it. He is a bright, 
intelligent little fellow, and well deserves 
our sympathy and help. 

Nov. 11.—Have been to Douglas, and 
distributed a few things, and taken down a 
few wants; found plenty of errands to do | 
for the soldiers. It is a great deal of work 
to do to go to all parts of the city so often, — 
but I enjoy it, for I know I am doing good. 
Found one poor fellow nearly gone in con- 
sumption, | fear I shall not find him alive 
to-morrow ; I spoke some words of comfort 
to him, and did an* errand for him for 
which he seemed very grateful. Did not 
get home until dark , felt tired, very happy 
and satisfied with my day’s wor | 

Nov. 12.—Have visited ‘both hospitals 
to-day, and distributed largely of sundries. 











Found afew new men, some very sick. The 
man that was so low yesterday, is still alive; 
have been able, I trust, to give him some 
comfort. I feel to-night that the past week 
has been a pleasant and profitable one. 


' BOSTON. 
OFrFice or Execurive Commirres, 
The report concerning the Special Relief 


No. 76 Kingston Street, 
Boston, Oct. 20, 1864. 


Service of the U.S. Sanitary Commission, 


_./ment rate, to. bse 19,623 
Furnished transportation, paid by the 

Commission, . ; de AAO 
Furnished transportation by U. S. 

Quartermaster, . é 934 


in this city, for the quarter ending Sept. 
30, 1864, exhibits the continually increas- 
ing scope and importance of the work, and 
its equally marked economical and humane 
results. > 

Since its organization, April 1, 1863, it 
has received at its depot, No. 76 Kingston 
Street, 23,240 soldiers, to whom aid has 
been administered as follows: 
Furnished transportation, at Govern- 


_ Furnished carriage within the city, 4,075 


2 ee 


Furnished special attendance to their 


homes, . ‘ 100 
Furnished lodging, 5 . 13,973 
Furnished meals (total number of 

‘meals, 34,440), ; 17,222 
Furnished clothing (total number of 

garments, 1,160) ; 590 
Furnished aid in arranging papers, 182 

_ Furnished aid in obtaining pay, 226 
Furnished medical advice, 689 
Wounds dressed, . 3,178 
Sent to hospital, . ; i > eho) 
Referred to Local Relief Associ- 

ations, 4 : ; 46 
Re-enlisted, . ‘ 27 
Deaths, 6 
Furnished Undertaker’s services, 9 


In addition to the above, the Hospital- 
Car Service between New York and Boston 
has been sustained, affording transportation 
to 11,751 soldiers, and giving as the whole 


number of soldiers aided, to Sept. 30, 1864, 


84,991. 


The recipients are apportioned to respect- 
ive States as follows: 

Maine, 9,336; New Hampshire, 1,186; 
Vermont, 180; Massachusetts, 8,887 ; Con- 


necticut, 98; Rhode Island, 72 ; New York, 


ee 


207; New Jersey, 6; Pennsylvania, 46; 


Maryland, 6; District of Columbia, 102 ; ; 


Vou. I. No. 27 54 
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Ohio, 91; Kentucky, 14; Michigan, 10; 
Indiana, 10; Illinois, 26; Kansas, 7; Iowa, 
13; Minnesota, 31; Wisconsin, 24; Mis- 
souri, 12 ; Tennessee, 3; North Carolina, 4; 
Louisiana, 6; Alabama, 4; Virginia, 2; 
Georgia, 2; Delaware, 1; California, 1; 
Mississippi, 1; Florida, 1; Arkansas, 1; 
U. 8. Regulars, 971; U. S. Navy, 203; 
Veteran Reserve Corps, 535.; Corps 
D’ Afrique, 21; Rebel Army, 2. 

34,440 meals have been furnished to 
17,222 men, an average of two meals each. 

9,623 orders for transportation at Govern- 
ment rate have been issued, covering an 
aggregate of 1,299,935 miles of travel, and 
resulting in. a saving to the soldier of 
$11,440 86. £ 

Back pay to the amount of $26,528 72 
has been collected. 

$437 16 has been loaned or given to 250 
men, an average of $1 75 each. Of this 
amount, $165 78, or more than one-third 
has been returned. 

1,160 garments have been given to 550 
men, an average of two one-ninth each. 


The whole expenditure has been $27,902. 


87, classified as follows: 


Rent and taxes, $1,037 49 
| Furnishing and repairs, 2,829 27 
Salaries, TALS {oO 
Travelling expenses, 257 57 
Advertising, : , 303 92 
Stationery and printing, 1,179 80 
Postage, ; 36 00 
Telegrams, 6 64 
| Hospital stores, >. 370 65 
Superintendent’s expense acct.* 15,220 41 
Miscellaneous, 345 07 
Hospital-car service, 2,574 82 


The average cost per man of the service 
(including Hospital-Car Service) for suc- 
cessive quarterly periods since its organiza- 
tion, has been as follows: 


First quarter ending June 30,1863, $2 35 
Second hatte Sept. 30,1863, 1 28 
Third 6 Dec. 31, 1863, 99 15-21 
Fourth i March 31, 1864, 73. 21-44 
Fifth . « June 30; 1864, 68 17-22 
Sixth a Sept. 30, 1864, 63 1-3 


The accompanying tabular statements ex- 
hibit the comparative results of the service, 
for successive quarterly periods, from the 


| date of its organization to Sept. 30, 1864. 


*® Classification of Superintendent's Expense Ac- 
count.—Transportation, $1,468 62; Travelling ex- 


-penses, $193 83; Meals, $11,566 51; Furniture, $70 


59; Fuel, $157 42; Washing, $778 14; Salaries, 
$273; Money loaned and given, $420 06; Postage, 
$23 03; Sundries, $642 92. ; 
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For a fuller exhibit of its character and 
details, reference is made to the Annual 
Report, copies of which may be obtained 
at the Office of the Committee. 

H. B. Rogers, 

JAMES M. BARNARD, 

JOHN 8. BLATCHFORD, 


J. Huntineron Wo.cort, 
Executive Commitiee. 
CHARLES F. Mun@E, 
Superintendent. 


Statement, exhibiting the compar tive results of the 
Special Relief Service of the U. S. Sanitary Com- 
mission, in Boston, Mass., for successive quarters, 
from the date of its organization, Apru 1, 1864, 
to September 30, 1864. 


























co) : TF OD x © 
| Zelme| 8 ey) oe 
Quarterly Periods.| = |"s& = See | oF s 
saiac| £ | Sk |e 
Ao 3s Ss <9 < 
Ea e 
Ist quarter ending! 
June 30, 1863, | 833| 914! $1,962.17| $2.35 24 2-5 
2d quarter ending} 
Sept. 30, 1863, | 2,217) 24%¢| 2,833 '79| 128 .28 
3d quarter ending 
Dec. 31, 1863, 2,685) 2934| 3,088.53) 1.15 .31 1-2 
4th quarter ending 
March 31, 1864, | 5,455|602¢} 5,862.93} 1.08 -31 1-2 
5th quarter ending 
June 30,1864, | 5416/5934] 5,683.37) 1.04 7-8} .33 1-2 
6th quarter ending 
Sept. 30, 1864, | 6,634|7232] 5,897.26]  .88 8-9 .39 





Statement, exhibiting the comparative results of the 
Hospital-Car Service, between New York and 
Boston, for successive quarters, from the date of 
tis organization, November 2, 1863, to September 
30, 1864. 





Quarterly Periods. 


Number 
transp’d 
Total cost. 
Average 
cost per 
man 








—_— 


lst two months, ending Dec. 








31, 1863.* 1,473 |$1,064.33 | .70 1-2 
24 quarter, ending March 31, 

1864. 3,432 666.55 | .19 1-2 
3d quarter, ending June 30, 

1864, 3,405 373 86 | .10 9-10 
4th quarter, ending Sept. 30, ee 

1864. 3,441 486 79 | .14 1-8 





Whole number transported, 11,751. 
Whole cost, $2,574 32. 
Average cost per man, 21 9-10¢e. 








Whole number of soldiers aided (includ- 
ing Hospital-Car Service) to Sept. 30, 1864, 
34,991. 

Whole expenditure, $27,902 87. 

Average cost per man, 79 2-3¢. 


BY GEORGE A. BLAKE. 


New Orueans, October, 1864. 
* * * Everything is working finely in 
this department. By request of Major 
* [The Hospital-Car Service commenced Noy, 
2, 1863, and the cost for the two months, ending 


Dee. 31, 1863, includes expenditure for first outfit 
of cars. ] 
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General Granger I have sent a large sup- 


ply of stores to Fort Gaines, under charge ~ 


of our agent, Mr. Miller, anticipating a con- 
centration of troops in that region. 
you will hear the announcement before many 
weeks, that Mobile is ours. * * * 

The “ Home” is what it should be. Mr. 
Howes is a capital superintendent. * * * 


WOMAN’S CENTRAL ASSOCIATION: OF 
RELIEF. 


OUR SEMI-ANNUAL REPORT—NO. I. 


To our FELLow-Workers :—Our usual 
semi-annual report is now due. Although 
our annual report, with its detailed account 
of supplies and money received and distri- 
buted, will be submitted to you next spring, 
as always, we do not propose to publish our 
semi-annual report this year. ‘here are 
several reasons for this. One is the expense 
of publishing ; another is, that the meeting 
which we held in this city on the 16th No- 
vember, and to which delegates from all 
our Soldiers’ Aid Societies were invited, 
assumed the form of a large public semi- 
annual meeting, the reports presented being 
not only those of our own Branch for the 
past six months, but of the work accom- 
plished during that time by the whole Sani- 
tary Commission. Another reason, and per- 
haps the most potent, for not publishing our 
usual six months’ report, is that henceforth 
we are to have the privilege of addressing 
you directly, through the columns, and by 
every number of the Sanitary Commission 
Bulletin. 

We have often felt the want of some such 


medium of constant communication, but the - 


space of the New York city papers has al- 
ways been too valuable to admit anything 
of this kind, and have therefore been 
limited almost entirely to the little we could 
say through the medium of letter writing. 

Our present plan is, by means of the 
Bulletin, to tell you what our work at the 
rooms has been during the fortnight; where 


your supplies have been sent to; what is 


most wanted. We propose to answer any 
questions of general interest we may receive 
from you; to make suggestions for making 
your work more easy and more effective ; 
to give whatever we have of information or 
explanation about our work; to say what we 
can, of encouragement and cheer; to tell 
you where you and we have failed. We 
mean to speak very plainly about ourselves 
and yourselves, without flattery, without 


I hope- 


~~ 


oF 


aay | 
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fear of giving offence,—as one would speak, 
in all love and charity, to a tried friend, 
drawn very close by a common interest in a 
noble cause, working alongside of you year 
in, and year out, undaunted either by the 
magnitude or the length of the task ahead. 

Let us hope that our work may soon be 
over. Let us hope so, because when it ends 
the war will end. At no other time during 


thes: three and a half years—since we 


have known one another—has the prospect 
been so bright for our country as now. Let 
us thank God that it isso. And as we look 


forward, and feel that we can almost see the 


gleam of returning peace, let us resolve that 
the short time we may still have to work 
together, shall be a season to be looked back 
upon, through long years of prosperity and 
peace, as one marked by peculiar devotion 


to our cause, as one for which we shall have 


abundant reason to be thankful. 
Respectfully and sincerely yours, 


Louisa LEE SCHUYLER, 
Chairman Committee on Correspondence, 


November 9th, 1864. 


THE COMMISSION ABROAD. 


HANDSOMEGIFT TO THE SANITARY COMMIS- 
SION FROM HON. ROBERT J. WALKER. 


The following letter to Collector Draper, 
of New York, explains itself: 
Lonpon, No. 21 Cockspur STREET, 
Oct. 22, 1864. 
Dear Sir :—The Hon. Robert J. Walker 
has authorized me to ship from London or 
Liverpool, to your care, for the United 
States Sanitary Commission, some thirteen 
or fourteen cases, containing most valuable 
pictures, etc. These pictures are a present 
from Mr. Walker to the United States San- 
itary Commission. 
Very respectfully, yours, 
K. C. FisHeEr, 


Agent U.S. Sanitary Commission. 

To Hon. Simeon Draper, Collector, New York. 

The pictures presented by Governor 
Walker to the Sanitary Commission are of 
the most valuable kind, having been pro- 
cured by him in his recent Kuropean tour, 
at a cost of oyer ten thousand dollars in 
gold. Of course the purpose must be to 
make these fine works of art produce as 
much as possible for the Commission, and 
that most efficient organization will know 
how to make this large gift available for 
promoting the health and comfort of our 


noble army.— Washington Chronicle. 














THE ORGANIZATION OF THE COMMISSION. 

In the last number of the BULLETIN, a 
few words on the “ Life of the Commission ”’ 
were presented to the reader. This was 
stated to be an idea, out of which has sprung 
a representative in the form of an organiza- 
tion; and like the cell which forms the 
nucleus of all life—it has been constantly 
reproducing itself in other organizations, 
which naturally, and by virtue of an inher- 
ent force, are coherent with the primal 
organism from which they came. The 
life-force in the original idea has produced 
a variety of forms of construction, all tend- 
ing to the same purpose, and auxiliary to 
the first, through the subordinate branches 
That these branches, which exist in our chief 
cities, and their auxiliaries in the several 
counties of the States, and in almost every 
town in all the States not visited by the 
war, should all be impressed with the ¢dea 
of the Commission in the same way, is not 
to be supposed. 


In its purity, it knows nothing but the 
highest good to the entire army, embracing 
the complete scope of the work in all its 
departments of inspection, supply, relief, 
&c., with all the details of each. 


In its more limited sense, it compre- 
hends only a part of the great plan. In 
some localities, the people do not reach the 
farthest boundaries, or the deepest found- 
ations of the Commission’s service, in their 
conceptions and plans. They may only 
think of supplies to meet the soldier’s wants 
in the emergencies of battle, not knowing 
that an inactive army, in the quiet routine 
of camp life, is really more an object for 
skilful care and oversight, than an army in 
motion. In the fighting army, men are 
wounded and killed, and the quickest and 
commonest instincts of humanity are all 
aroused to perform the ministries which 
are their own natural expression. In the 
long dreary days and nights of winter, how- 
ever, with frequent rains and snows, dull 
ennui languishes about the camp fires, and 
in the smoky tents, so that the thought is 
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uppermost with the most thoughtful on 
this subject, how to give a healthy moral 
tone, and thus preserve a vigorous physical 


life, to the hundreds of thousands who make 


up our armies. 

Men in hospital whoare dragging through 
lingering fevers, or resisting the exhausting 
influence of suppurating wounds,—nervous, 
irritable, and dissatisfied, claim a degree of 
personal care and moral support, which 
ordinary nurses, however faithful they may 
be in the mechanism of their work, are not 
able to supply. 

The Government does not issue a page 
of reading matter to the army, and the men 
cannot procure it, except it comes to them 
from outside sources. - The effect of a few 
pages of cheerful reading upon a discour- 
aged patient, is sometimes a stimulant to his 
moral nature, just in the sense that stimu- 
lating medicine revives the failing pulses 
of his animal life. All these are questions 
which claim earnest thought and effort, 
that are not appreciated by all. 

In other places the idea of special relief 
in some of its varied forms attracts the 
people, and they Jay hold of it as the grand 
centre around which they will gather their 
strength and make.their contributions. In 
such instances, the organizations, while they 
may be complete in themselves, are not in 
harmony with the spirit and life of the 
Commission. Concentration in, and diffu- 

sion from a common centre is involved in 
the ideal of our working machinery. What- 
ever interrupts the concentric flow, disturbs 
‘the harmony and impairs the symmetry of 
the whole; and whatever confines the dis- 
‘tribution to sections, or to any limitation 
short of the entire army, is equally damag- 
ing to the completeness of the work. Organ- 
izations then, to agree with the idea of the 
Commission, must be based upon the same 
principle. Unity in existence, — concen- 
tration in effort, equality in distribu- 
tion. 

The universal acceptance of the animus 
of the Commission, as the inspiration of all 
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its auxiliary societies, may not yet be, in its 


full measure; but the time is at hand when ~ 


the common sense,—the moral sense,—the 


religious sense—of the people, will accept 


the declaration as true, that they should 


acknowledge and practice the same idea, in — 
the matter of their associated benefactions, 


as they do in their struggle for freedom and 
unity. That such is not universally the case 
now, isto beregretted. ThatStates should be 
clamorous for peculiar privileges for State sol- 
diers ; that neighborhoods should be equally 
energetic for neighborhood soldiers, while 
the Nation is battling with a rebellion of 
State and neighborhood interests against 
national life and integrity, is an anomaly that 


illustrates, not the intentional disloyalty of 


the people, but their ignorance of the spirit 
and magnitude of the issue at stake in the 
present contest. | 


The organizations of the Commission 
then, should demonstrate to all minor and 
rival associations, the grand ¢dea of unity in 


their joint labors. One centre, one treasury, 
one supervision, one purpose should mark | 


the plan; and when it shall be complete, and 
the necessity for its existence shall have 
ceased, history will make it one with the 
Government and with the cause for which 
the Government called it into being. 


The practical thought now suggests itself, 


that all local societies, all local interests, all 


homes, lodges, offices and officers, no matter 


where they may be, that are working in this 
behalf, should contribute their strength to 
the central power, and draw as they may 
need, from it again, to refresh and replenish 
their own work. Such is the genius of the 
cause. If branch associations, associate 
members, relief societies, church circles, 
social clubs, who work for the soldier, will 
lay aside local jealousies and harmonize in 
one purpose, and use one agency for the 
accomplishment of the unity of the Nation, 
they will be consistent in their subordinate 
action, with the high aim of the Govern- 


ment, in the general administration of its 


power in favor of union. 





PT Se. —- ’ 


4 
we 





six weeks, shipments of vegetables. 


FROM NEW ORLEANS. 


“BY GEO. A. BLAKE, M.D. 
SrwaMer Canawsa, Vov. 2, 1864. . 
‘I have endeavored to meet the wants of 
the soldiers on the Florida coast, and have 
forwarded to them thrice during the past 
Mr. 
Stevens went in charge of the last lot, about 


one week ago, (fifty barrels onions and a 


eneral assortment of stores). Cheering re- 
ports of improvement in the health of the 
troops, come to me from every quarter. [ 
send you by this mail, the New Orleans 
Times, containing correspondence from Bra- 
sos, which incidentally returns.thanks to us 
for a supply of vegetables. I believe I have 
tickled the palate of every soldier at every 
post in the department, excepting Key 
West and Tortugas, with that succulent and 
savory vegetable, the onion. And I was 
glad to learn through you, that Dr. New- 
berry intended to send me another load. 

I have bought no kraut for the troops, 
having fresh vegetables on hand until yester- 
day, when Lieutenant Colonel Clarke and 
the surgeon in charge of his regiment, 1st 
Michigan heavy artillery, formerly 6th 
Michigan infantry, stationed at Fort Mor- 
gan, made a strong appeal to me, as their 
men were suffering with scurvy; and I 
purchased 3 barrels kraut, at $16 per bar- 
rel. I shall buy no more unless the call is 
very urgent, hoping soon to welcome an 
arrival from Louisville. I purchased before 
for $8 per barrel; now. the lowest price is 
$16, and two weeks ago sold for $25 per 
barrel, 40 gallons. 

I forward with this, account of stock for 
3lst ult. In view of the shipment I re- 
cently received, and the requisition I for- 
warded on the 14th ult., 1 will make no 
special request for stores by this letter ; will 
simply say that: the larger portion of socks 
that we have on hand are cotton, and the 
demand for woolen is constant. 

Mr. Stevens expected a tent with the last 
shipment. As it is something I know 
nothing about, will let him acquaint you. 


FROM HILTON HEAD. 
BY L. O. BEEBE. 


Streamer Norroern Lieut, 
Hitton Heap, 8. C., Nov. 13, 1864. 
- Steamer Fulton leaves for New York*to- 
morrow, so 1 improve the opportunity to 
write. Arrived at the Head Tuesday morn- 
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and this morning the ‘‘ Rebs” were trans- 
ferred to the “New York” and “ Gov. 
Leary ;” our boat being too large to go up 
the river. Now we are on our way back to 
Hilton Head, with instructions to clean ~ 
ship, take on coal and await orders. * * * 
Col. Mulford said he didn’t know how 
long we would remain I saw Mr. Leggitt 
at the Head just a moment. He came on 
the ‘‘ Crescent,” reports all right with him. 
Have seen none of the others since we left 
Fortress Monroe. Shall write to Dr. Marsh 
at Beaufort, and undoubtedly see him before 
my return. To-day I will go to Hilton 
Head and ascertain who is there. * * * 


FROM BEAUFORT, &. C. 


BY M. M. MARSH, M.D. 
Nov. 9th, 1864. 

It may not be uuinteresting to you to 
hear from this department. 

In a military point of view, very little is 
transpiring. ‘The condition of health, per- 
haps, as good as in any portion of this 
southern country, but nowhere has the same 
degree prevailed, as in the three years since 
the occupation by our forces.. Fevers and 
congestive chills, more feared than fevers, 
prevail. Cold weather is our only certain 
remedy, and the mercury now stands at 
87°. These sands become cooled at evening, 
and the moisture elaborated in the form of 
vapor during the day, is deposited in a 
shower of rain at night; thus rendering 
protection from atmospheric changes essen- 
tial to health. And to this want of pro- 
tection, quite as much as to scarcity. of 
food, may be attributed the mortality pre- 
vailing among our unfortunate men in the 
Confederate lines. 


PRISONERS. 


The efforts of the Commission in this de- 
partment at present, are directed almost 
exclusively to this class of men. You are 
aware. that early in July the Confederate 
authorities allowed us to send to prisoners 
clothing and the coarser articles of food. 
And with but a brief interruption, the way 
has been opened and widening to the extent 
of their limited means of transportation. 
We can assure you, that we believe the 
Confederate officials, here, desirous that 
supplies should reach the parties for whom 
they were designed, and to the extent of 
their ability have promoted this end; the 
commissioner receipting for them and con- 


‘ing. Went down to Fort Pulaski last night, | sidering himself’ personally accountable for 


854 


their delivery to whomever addressed. The 
gentlemanly demeanor of these officials ‘has, 
if possible, increased our anxiety that peace 
may soon allow us to meet them as citizens 
of a common government. 

» An acknowledgement is due, in this con- 
nection, to the zeal of our own officials, to 
mitigate the sufferings of the unfortunate 
in Confederate prisons. It is not enough 
to say, that every facility has been extended 
us to minister to these men, but it is only 
simple justice to remark, that had the 
General commanding, and all in any way 
connected with the transfer of supplies been 
moved by fraternal impulse, they could not 
have labored more assiduously and earnestly. 
When peace is restored, may a grateful 
country remember these men. General 
Foster has arranged to send a boat twice a 
week with supplies. The last two meetings 
have occurred in Savannah river. The 
supplies sent during the past week, are 
annexed to indicate their nature and extent. 
3,000 blankets, 520 hats, 1,020 shoes, 110 
coats, 107 vests, 2,000 pants, 1,000 blouses, 
2,040 shirts, 2,040 drawers, 2,040 pairs 
socks, quantity stationery, quantity tin- 
ware, 1,065 overcoats, 960 pounds of army 
beef stock, coffee, milk, farina, and other 
hospital stores. 

A part of these were accumulated stores ; 
a part, as the hats and overcoats, purchased 
from the quartermaster through an order 
from General Foster. And here it is proper 
to remark, that this is the second time when 
the supplies of the Commission having 
been exhausted, the General commanding, 
entering into the true spirit of its mission, 
has, by allowing the Commission to pur- 
chase at nominal prices, placed it, the 
prisoners, and through them the country, 
under obligation for his deep interest in 
the suffering soldier. 

The public mind, not recognizing the 
fact that a large portion of all prisoners are 
- quartered in the adjacent parts of the Con- 
federacy, and consequently when all our 
means are expended it is but a tithe toa 
man; and further, that the arrangement 
between Lee and Grant is prospective, not 
actual, may become indifferent to the con- 
dition of these suffering patriots. A mo- 
ments reflection will show a claim for 
increased beneficence. What has been 
done, is not at all commensurate with the 
pressing necessities of these men, as their 
begging letters daily indicate. 

The Confederate authorities have opened 
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wide the door, and we have the assurances © 
of the recipients that the supplies are re- 
deived by them ; we have every facility in 
the discharge of our duties which the de- 


partment can furnish; we only need sup- 


plies. 


VALUABLE LETTER TO DR. J. §. NEWBERRY. 
BY DR. A. N. READ. 
BRANCH OFFICE, 
CHartanooga, Nov. 4, 1864. 

After an absence of two months, I re- 
turned about the 1st of October to the work 
of the Commission. In Louisville, I called 
on the Assistant Surgeon-General, that I 
might ascertain where there was most need 
of the work of the Commission, and to ob- 
tain from him such aid and directions as he 
was pleased to give. He was cordial, spoke 
well of our work, and promised to write to 
Dr. L. D. Bristoe, Medical Inspector, on 
Gen. Sherman’s staff, for the purpose of 
securing the necessary aid. 

Through the aid of Major General Thomas, 
I obtained pass and transportatron to Gen. 
Sherman, on the field. 
nooga on hospital train, which was in good 
condition, cars and beds clean, and food 
abundant. There is daily change of the 
patients in the hospitals at Chattanooga, 
sending to Nashville, and receiving large 
numbers from Atlanta and intermediate 
posts. All the sick and wounded of the 
three armies are being brought from below 
as fast as possible. As there was a prospect 
of a general engagement with Hood’s forces, 
I made every effort to secure a supply of 
such stores as would be needed, first having 
ascertained what could be furnished by the 
Medical Purveyor and Commissary. There 
is yet a probability that battles stores will 
soon be wanted, but at a point nearer Nash- 
ville than Chattanooga. 


LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN. 

On the 18th I visited the hospitals on 
Lookout Mountain. They were in excel- 
lent condition. 
No. 3, in charge of Dr. Jackson, and the 
officer's hospital in charge of Dr. Harlow. 
Both contained 800 patients,—mortality 
for the last three months less than two per 
cent. a month. The atmosphere was pure, 
the water clean, sky clear, as if just washed, 
and the forests of the mountain tops and 
sides gorgeous in their dying beauty. Many 
officers object to this location for a hospital— 
the top of a high mountain—but wood and 
water are so easily obtained, that fewer 


I rode to Chatta-— 


‘There were two hospitals. — 


Te wise 
. - 
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teams are needed for the transportation 
there for 1,000 men than would suffice for 
the same number in the town, and the mor- 
tality is much less—partially due, no doubt, 
to the pure air and water, bat principally 
to the fact that the worst cases are retained 
in town. This is especially true of No. 1, 

hich has a much larger per centage of 
deaths. This is the hospital nearest the 
railroad depot, and thus receives the worst 
eases. Those who must. be moved on 
stretchers are all sent there. One train 
alone brought from Atlanta 16 cases of am- 
putation, 2 of resection, and 28 of compound 
fracture. There were treated in this hos- 
pital in May last, 6,304; died, 196; in 
July, 1,597 ; died, 227; in August, 1,156; 
died, 129; in September, 1,000; died, 95; 
in October, 1,901; died, 56. This hos- 
pital is in charge of Surgeon John H. Phil- 


lips, and five assistants; wocd buildings in 


the south part of the town, on an elevation, 
near the river; has 683 beds, 800 cubic 
feet of air space per bed. Has 4 stewards, 
11 ward masters, 68 male nurses, 8 female 
nurses, and 29 cooks, and more patients 
than the beds could accommodate. The 
wants of the hospital were vegetables and 
clothing, especially clothing, for those who 
were brought from the front and hurried 


forward to Nashville. 


ATLANTA. 


The last of October I visited Atlanta. 
There were about 4,000 patients there in 
hospital. These had received stores from 
the Commission, and before Mr. Hood took 
charge of the transportation, 142 regiments 
and 25 batteries had received about three 
rations of fresh vegetables, mostly onions— 
the beginning of the large amount which 
you had sent to supply all the army. The 
health of the troops in the field is improv- 
ing, and has been since they began to obtain 
green corn, berries, and sweet potatoes. So 
far as I have been able to ascertain, scurvy 
has nearly disappeared. 

Owing to the anticipated movements of 
our forces, I gave directions to break up 
our store-rooms and office there and at 
Kingston as soon as the sick were removed. 
Should a portion of the army go to Mobile 
or Savannah, I hope a boat load of stores 
will be sent them. Rev. J. C. Hoblit and 


_D. A. Johnson I now expect will go with 


the army, to render such aid as they can— 
collect lists of casualties, and mark and 
locate the graves of those who fall. Mr. 
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Bartlett and Mr. Brundrett have been to 
Huntsville and Athens, but did not open 
rooms, waiting further developments. 

We have in Chattanooga, a good supply 
of vegetables, and but few other stores, more 
we hear are on the way, having received a * 
telegram that twenty-five car loads would 
soon be sent from Nashville. Convalescents 
are arriving from the front in large num- 
bers. The first train brought down here, 
after the partial opening of the road to At- 
lanta, 488 in number, marched several 
miles over the break in the road, not then 
cloxed up, and arrived intheevening. Fifty- 
six were sent to hospitals, the balance were 
quartered out without shelter, many with- 
out blankets. The captain in charge was 
not indifferent, but could find no better 
quarters. We went to his aid, gave the 
men a full supply of onions and crackers, 
and obtained shelter for them. As soon as 
the last one had passed into the building, 
rain began to fall, and continued during 
the night. Since that night, I believe all 
who arrive are provided with shelter. We 
add to the hard bread and meat which they 
receive as rations, all the onions they want, 
and some crackers. ; 


HOSPITAL GARDENS. 


The vegetables grown in the Hospital 
gardens have been distributed, excepting 
green tomatoes, fall radishes, and turnips. 
The green tomatoes are being made into 
pickles. My brother has had machines 
made for slicing them with onions, and so 
large is the supply, that the pickles thus 
made will pay for all that the Commission 
has expended for seeds, implements, and 
cultivating the garden. 

Soon after my arrival, I sent a note to 
Surgeon Jones, Post Medical Directer, ask- 
ing information concerning the value of the 
garden to the hospitals, and the propriety 
of continuing the work another year. I 
received the following testimonials.* 

Most of the surgeons who drew for their 
patients vegetables in the spring and early 
in the summer, are now away on other duty. 
Could we hear from them, I have no doubt 
their testimony would be even stronger than 
these, as they received largely of the first 
fresh fruits after the deprivations of the 
winter. We are indebted to Major-Generals 
Thomas and Steedman for that aid and pro- 
tection which has enabled us to succeed. The 
design is to submit to them the question 


* To be forwarded. 
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upon the testimony of the propriety of 
another effort. The garden at Murtrees- 
boro’ of 90 acres, in charge of John Han- 
neman, has been a like success. The one 
cultivated at the Cumberland Hospital at 
‘Nashville, of 16 acres, was of essential ser- 
vice, and the surgeon in charge ask seed 
and implements of the Commission sufficient 
to enable them to plant one much larger 
early next spring. 

As this hospital will be as permanent as 
the war, it seems to me very desirable that 
it should be furnished with a building suffi- 
ciently large for a chapel, library and 
writing room. 

I start for Nashville to- ‘morrow, to ae: 
after the present and prospective wants of 
the Army of the Cumberland, now gather- 
ing in the vicinity of General Hood’s forces. 

We have no difficulty now in obtaining 
transportation for stores, and all agents 
. necessary for the work assigned us. 


ANNAPOLIS JuNcTIon, U. S. A. Gen. Hos., 
Nov. 16, 1864. 
Rev. J. A. WHITAKER, 
Supt. Sanitary Commission, &c. 

Str :-—Your request bearing date Nov. 
12, 1864, desiring to know the condition of 
this United’ States General Hospital for 
supplies in amount sufficient to meet any 
demand, that the arrival of a large number 
of sick and wounded might require, is re- 
ceived. [am pleased to be able to state in 
answer that at no time, within my know- 
ledge, has the hospital been in better con- 
dition for such an emergency, than at the 
present time. Roofs and furnaces have 
been put in thorough repair, and a most ex- 
cellent sanitary condition exists. I enclose 
herewith a list of articles belonging to the 
Commission now on hand, to this you can 
add requisition for articles forwarded you 
under date.of Nov. 15, 1864. * * * 

The attention of the Commission to our 
wants at previous dates, and your present 
letter enquiring after our needs, require my 
most earnest acknowledgements. 

And believe me, sir, very truly, 

Your obedient servant, 


C. Bacon, JR., 
Assistant Surg. U. 8. A., in charge. 
- MEETING AT NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT, 
The people of New Haven, assembled on 
Sunday evening, the 13th ult., in Old Cen- 
tre Church, to show their interest in the 


Sanitary Commission. The ordinary ser- 
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vices in the several churches were omitted, 

and pastors and people met together, in to- 
ken of their confidence in the cause which | 
they have hitherto sustained so liberally, 
and of their determination to continue in 

the good work, so long as the demands of 
the army and navy may be made upon the 

country for supplementary aid. The vener- 
able Dr. Bacon, pastor of the Centre Church, 

opened the meeting with appropriate religi- 
ous services, and as his earnest prayers 
ascended in behalf of our country, and all 
her interests; of our soldiers and all their 
wants; of our Commission and all its la- 
bors, the multitude which crowded the 
grand old Church, seemed to be deeply im- 
pressed with a sense of the responsibility 

which rests upon all true lovers of the 
nation and the race, to renewed efforts and 
The 
congregation joined in singing, after which 
Dr. Bacon read an abstract of the report of 
the Ladies’ Branch, in New Haven. 


Rev. J. J. Marks, Rev. F. W.: Williams, — 
Rev. A. Cather, and Dr. Jos. Parrish, all — 
of whom have been actively engaged in the 
service of the Commission, addressed the 
meeting, and furnished numerous facts and 
incidents to illustrate its work. The meet- 
ing was a success, and the faithful women’ 
who have labored so long and so well-in 
New Haven, were greatly encouraged by 
the generous support of the community in © 
this hearty interest in their work, and are 
now renewing their exertions to make the 
future even more marked -by success than — 
the past. The following extracts from their 
report will be read with interest : 


contributions in behalf of this cause. 


Karly in the winter, the waste pieces both 
of our flannel and cotton cuttings, were. 
made into filling for eighty comfortables,— 
that much abused institution, the shoddy 
mill, enabling us in this case ‘to make ex- 
cellent use of what would otherwise have 
been lost to us. This is worthy of mention 
as showing that no small amount of material 
had passed through our hands, also that it 
is our habit to gather up “all the fragments 
that nothing be lost.” 


ees 


eee 


Later, an urgent demand was made for 
sheets and towels, when letters were sent to 
our auxiliaries asking their assistance in the 
purchase of material. They responded gen- 
erously—many sending double, and some 
three and fourfold the amount asked for. 
The material was purchased, and the fol- 
lowing articles made, washed, marked, and 
sent off, within the space of three weeks, 
viz: 1,000 sheets, 1,500 towels, and 1,600 
handkerchiefs and napkins; and by the 
close of another week, the number amounted 


to 1,232 sheets, 1,921 towels, and 2,099 


handkerchiefs. 


Thus passed our winter and early spring, 


when in May the telegram from Washing- 
ton, ‘send by express all the rags and 
bandages you have,” sent a thrill through 
our hearts, causing us to realize as we 
never before had done, the direful necessi- 
ties of the conflict raging at the “ front.” 
This messagé; with a request for material 
and help, read in the churches and _ pub- 
lished in the papers, brought to our rooms 
large quantities of old linen and cotton, and 
many earnest workers, who aided in prepar- 
ing them for the hands of the surgeon. 
Cushions, pads, towels and handkerchiefs, 
together with all kinds of appliances for 
wounds, were gathered and made with great 
celerity, and all that busy hands and anxious 
hearts could do for the alleviation of our 
suffering brethren, was done, when tidings 
of the carnage of deadly combat in the 
Wilderness greeted our ears. Many touching 
evidences of sacrifice came to our knowledge, 
weeping mothers who had already offered 
up their sons, bringing their treasured gar- 
ments to swell the sacrifice, “‘ knowing,” as 
they said, “ that it would be what would 
have pleased them.” 

Heir-looms in the shape of linen spun 
and woven a century ago (in one instance 
130 years) were brought in, and aged women 
who had toiled for soldiers in the earlier 
perils of our country, used their waning 
energies to swell the volume of contribu- 
ions for the exigencies of the hour. Of the 
linen sent us which had so long been house- 
hold treasure, we made towels and pillow 
cases with permanent inscriptions on each, 
giving its age, and by whom preserved and 
presented. It must be a pleasant thought 
for the soldier to dwell upon, in the weary 
hours of convalescence, that his comfort is 
deemed worthy of such sacrifice. | 
- Asan example of the systematic effort 
by which the Auxiliary Societies contribute 
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so largely to the efficiency of our central 
agency, we would speak of one in this con- 
nection, which repeats on a smaller scale, 
our own mode of organization. 

' Kleven sub-societies, formed in as many 


districts of the town, collect donations of ° 


money and hospital supplies, and at weekly 
meetings, make into garments the material 
furnished by us to their General Society ; 
the scale on which we purchase enabling 
us to supply them at better rates than they 
could obtain it elsewhere. These sub- 
societies report monthly their receipts, and 
the result of their labor to the General 
Society, which ‘ultimately reports to us, and 
forwards to our rooms all supplies collected 
from the different districts. Various plans 
of subscription and taxation are resorted to 
for raising funds, and the success of these 
efforts is shown in the fact that within 
eight months, they have sent to our trea- 
sury, the sum of eight hundred and sixty- 
seven dollars ($867), and twenty barrels and 
boxes: of hospital supplies. 

In other emergencies we have made 
special appeals, which have been uniformly 
answered most satisfactorily. As the heat 
of summer’ strengthened and our brave 
soldiers toiling in the*trenches fainted un- 
der its influences, a call came from their 
camps for fresh vegetables, fruits and anti- 
scorbutics of all kinds, not only for the sick 
but for the preservation of health and 
strength to those not yet compelled to sur- 
render to the influences of exposure, mala-, 
ria, and insufficient diet. Our readers need 
not be reminded of the Fourth of July 
contribution, made by our children and 
youth who sacrificed their usual enjoyment 
in explosives of all kinds, to raise a fund 
for the purchase of these much needed sup- 
plies. The Executive Committee, conferring 
upon the propriety of making the suggestion 
and discussing its probable success, ven- 
tured the hope that “as much as two hun- 
dred dollars might be realized in that way.” 
Our surprise and gratification may be im- 
agined, when the sum in the aggregate 
amounted to seven hundred and thirty 
dollars and thirty-two cents ($780 32)! 

Our “‘cruse”’ has not failed us, and we 
trust will not, but there is no disguising the 
fact that our abilities are cramped, and our 
usefulness circumscribed by the necessity 


we are under of limiting our purchases by © 


ascant treasury. The manufacturers are 
generous with us, deducting certain per- 
centage on their wholesale prices; the ex- 
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press and transportation companies are 


obliging, and assist us all they can in their 
way; the press are uniformly ready to lend 
us their columns to communicate with the 
public—but we need a fuller treasury, and 
means to operate with more freely. 

The Fairs held in our large cities had net- 
ted such large amounts that many persons, 
not appreciating the magnitude of the work, 
regarded the sums inexhaustible, and seemed 
to consider their duty ended in that channel. 

While realizing fully that the field of 
work is sufficiently large to be occupied by 
both Commissions, we yet feel that the 
longer and more complete organization of 
the Sanitary Commission has given it ad- 
vantages for benefitting the soldiers, and 
that experience will prove to any who en- 
gage in this work, that large expenditure is 
indispensable to accomplish the ends for 
which we labor. 


Copy of a letter sent to Mrs. B., Hospi- 
tal Visitor, by a friend of a soldier : 
Eaaur, Nov. 2d, 1864. 


Dear Mapam :—At the request of my 
friend, Mr. D , [will try and pen a few 
lines to you, to let you know that he ar- 
rived at our house one week ago last Iriday. 
I think his journey was most too much for 
him, though he stood it much better than 
he expected; we were surprised to see him, 
for we feared he would not live to return. 
He is very thankful to think his life has 
been spared, and truly he has great reason 
to be. His limb is better than it was when 
he left the hospital, though it gains very 
slowly ; the swelling kept going down in 
the foot, and yesterday morning he had it 
opened just below the ankle joint; it is 
very painful, but he bears his suffering 
without a murmur, I hardly think he would 
bear up under it if he had not an arm 
stronger than man’s to leanupon. He has 
spoken of writing to youa number of times, 
but he is so weak—it is too much of a task ; 
he can hardly say enough in your praise; 
he is truly thankful for the aid you ren- 
dered him. Sick and wounded, with no 
kind sister or loving mother to watch over 
him, he found a friend in you, though a 
stranger, and surely God’s blessings will 
rest upon you for your kindness to him. 
And now, Mrs. B , perhaps you would 








like to know what we are doing to help the 


Sanitary. We have not been idle the past 
summer, haye met once a week, and done 


The Sanitary Commission Bulletin. 


what we could in furnishing bandages and 
lint, &c.; have filled one firkin of butter 
and sent to the Soldier’s Rest in Buffalo. 
Mrs. 8 , the president, has sent us work — 
most of the time. We have been making 
pickles, and are now drying apples. 

Mr. D , sends his best wishes to Mr. 
S , and kindest regards to you, hoping 
you are well, and that your life may be 
spared for many years to come. We all 
unite in sending our best wishes for your 
happiness. I am truly your friend, 


2d . VE B 
Pike, Wyoming Co., N. Y. 

















NEW YORK MEETING. 

We anticipate for next number of But- 
LETIN an Official report of the Grand Coun- 
cil of Women from the different societies 
auxiliary to the New York Branch. It was_ 
a good meeting—large, spirited, cheering. 
The evening meeting at Cooper Union was 
addressed by Rey. F. N. Knapp, of Sani- 
tary Commission, Rev. Dr. Adams, of New 
York, Col. Hawkins, of East Tennessee, and 
Dr. Bellows. Professor Hitchcock presiding. 

The Council next morning was addressed © 
by Dr. Bellows and A. M. Sperry, Relief 
Agent, from City Point, and by Mrs. Barker, 
Hospital Visitor, from Washington. <A 
large number of delegates assembled from 
New York, Connecticut, Rhode Island, New 
Jersey, Long Island, and Massachusetts, and 
visitors were in attendance from other States. 
A basket full of reports was handed in, which 
required a committee to collate. Much ~ 
good must result from such gatherings. 


REPORT FROM DUVALL’S BLUFF, ARKANSAS. 


BY BENJAMIN WOODWARD. 
October 31, 1864. 


Found that an invoice of vegetables and 
pickles, we sent from Memphis, had been 
received. Judge Bingham, the Ohio State 
Agent, and Mr. Moody, the Agent of the 
Western Sanitary Commission, had sent a_ 
part of the supplies to Little Rock. They 
had given out a part to hospitals and regi- 
ments at this post, and retained the greater 
bulk of them for my orders. I had written 
Judge Bingham ‘that if he found them 
much needed here, to issue them on his 
own responsibility.” I find from his vouch- 
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ers, that his issues have been most judici- 
ous. There are 120 sick here in General 
Hospital, 50 in the Quartermaster’s Hos- 
pital, and a greater number in the different 
regiments. The surgeons acknowledge the 
benefits which they have received from 
Sanitary stores issued by the Western Sani- 
tary Commission. Some of these stores 
came from the U. 8S. Sanitary Commission, 
as we had noagenton the ground. I talked 


_ with officers and men of the 38d Minnesota 


—_— 


regiment. When the regiment arrived 
here in May last, it was 900 strong—now 
there are but 96 men fit for duty. 54 have 
died from disease. Scurvy, diarrhoea, and 
intermittent fevers have been the prevalent 
diseases, as they are in all commands here. 
These men say, that when vegetables or 
other supplies have been received bere, 
‘they have been issued by the Commissary 
Sergeant of the regiment, and that all the 
men have shared equally.” Patients in the 


hospitals, and men in all the regiments unite 


in the expression, “that they are fairly 


dealt by, and that though many have died, 


it has not been from neglect or misappro- 
priation, but from actual destitution of sup- 
plies,’ and “that they are satisfied that 
what few vegetables have been given out, 
have been the means of saving many lives.” 
Soldiers statements must always be taken 
with some grains of allowance, for they can- 
not always know what has been received, 
and though they may intend to be truthful, 
may be mistaken; but when they unite in 
saying ‘‘ they believe all has been done for 
them which it was possible to do,” we are 
bound to believe them. The demand for 


. vegetables is imperative. The market prices 


for vegetables here are so fabulous, that no 
hospital can accumulate a fund sufficient to 
purchase them. Prices are: potatoes, $20 
per barrel; pickled cabbage, $60 per barrel, 
or 80 to 35 cents per pound; onions vary 
from 20 to 40 cents per pound; butter, $1 
per pound; cheese, 90 cents per pound ; 
common vinegar, 90 cents per gallon, and 
even at these prices are scarcely to be had. 
Sometime the present season, Lieut. Col. 
, of the regiment, made a speech 
at , Michigan, before a meeting called 
in behalf of a Soldiers’ Aid Society, in 
which he stated “that his regiment had re- 
ceived nothing from the Sanitary Commis- 
sion.” Inquiries were sent here where the 
regiment has been quartered. The vouchers 
in the hands of the Western Sanitary Com- 
mission prove that the regiment has received 
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large supplies during the time it has been 
here, and I took pains to find numbers of 
men of the regiment. They all say the 
Surgeon has issued them freely as soon 
as received, and they feel satisfied with 
the honesty of the issues. The vouchers 
are now on their way to the Aid Society 
at , with statement of the men who 
reside there. Thus one slander after 
another is nailed. One of those vouchers 
shows that at one time twenty barrels of 
potatoes, and a good general supply was 
issued to the regiment. 

The 9th Kansas Cavalry is here, and 
have many sick, but they have just arrived, 
and have not been within reach of sanitary 
supplies. Company L of this regiment is 
composed exclusively of Caw Indians. A 
finer body of men was never seen, and the 
officers of the regiment say they are the 
best and most reliable scouts, and most 
splendid horsemen. 

The Christian Commission has an agency 
here, under the care of Rev. Mr. Mattis, of 
St. Louis. They occupy two large tents, 
filled with books and writing material. The 
soldiers speak in the most kindly terms of 
them and their work. The Sanitary Com- 
mission has in Captain Gombert, the Post 





Quartermaster, a warm and efficient friend, 


ready at all times to aid in every way in 
his power. I am indebted to him for per- 
sonal attentions, and the hospitalities of his 
table and quarters while here. 

I would call attention to the need there 
is of a ‘“Soldier’s Home,” or “ Lodge,” at 
the Bluff. This is the point of ingress and 
egress of the army in Arkansas, and its 
base of supplies. All soldiers furloughed 
or discharged from the service stop here. 
There is no place even of shelter for them. 
Dr. Moody is very anxious that a home 
should be put in immediate operation, and 
if an agent of ours should be sent there, he 
could have the management of it. Winter is 
near, and if such an enterprise is thought 
Accommoda- 
tions for one hundred men are needed. 


THE GENERALS AND VEGETABLES. 
Maj. Gen. Smith said, in a letter :—“ Tell 


the Commission that these men need vegeta- — 


bles, lemons, &c., more than even those in the 
hospitals, and I will send teams for anything 
the Commission can give.” Generals Burn- 
side, Warren, and Hancock said the same. 
The officers of the ninth army corps head- 
quarters declined to receive their share, and 
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said : “ Give them all to the men, they need 
them more than we do.” After the distri- 
bution through the entire army, affording 
the men a ration of vegetables for ten days, 
the officers reported a marked improvement 
in their condition. General Grant has 
also given the most cordial co- -operation and 
ordered increased facilities of tr: ansporta- 


tion.—Rev. W. W. Patton. 
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THE U. § SANITARY COMMISSION 


Was constituted by the Secretary of War in June, 
1861, in accordance with the recommendation of 
the Surgeon-General of the United States Army, 
and its appointment and plan of organization were 
approved by the President of the United Lace 
Its present organization is as follows : 


H. W. Bellows, D.D., New York. . 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Washington, D. C. 

F. L. Olmsted, California. _ 

George T. Strong, Esq, New York. 

Elisha Harris, M.D., New York. 
W. 4H. Van Buren, M.D. , New York. , 
A. E. Shiras, U. S. A. 

R. C. Wood, Assistant Surgeon- Gen'l U.S.A 
Wolcott Gibbs, M.D., New York. 

S. G. Howe, M.D., Boston, Mass. 

C. R. Agnew, M.D., New York. 

J. S. Newberry, M.D., Cleveland, Ohio. 

Rt. Rev. T. M. Clarke, Providence, R. I 
Hon. R. W. Burnett, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Hon. Mark Skinner, Chicago, Il. > 
Hon. Joseph Holt, Washington, D. C. 
Horace Binney, jr., Philadelphia, Penna. 
Rev. J. H. Heywood, Louisville, Ky. 

J. Huntington Wolcott, Boston, Mass. — 
Prof. Fairman Rogers, Philadelphia, Penna. 
Charles J. Stillé, Philadelphia, Penna. 
Ezra B. McCagg, Chicago, Ill. 


OFFICERS. 


H. W. Bellows, D.D., President. - 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Vice-President. 
George T. Strong, Treasurer. 

J. Foster Jenkins, M.D., General Secretary. 
J. 5S. Newberry, M.D., Associate Secretary. 
J. H. Douglas, M.D., Associate Secretary. 
F.N. Knapp, Associate Secretary. 





STANDING COMMITTEE. 
Henry W. Bellows, D.D. George T. Strong. 
Wm. H.VanBuren,M.D. Wolcott Gibbs, M.D. 
C. R. Agnew, M.D. ‘Charles J. Stillé. 





eles a 


y The Sanitary Commission Bulletin. 


HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 


The Sanitary Commission has made arrange- 


ments for supplying information gratuitously, 


with-regard to patients in all the United States 
General Hospitals. 

For information relative to patients in the Hos- 
pitals in New York, New Jersey, the New England 
States, Eastern Virginia, Maryland, District of Co- 
lumbia, North’ Carolina, South Carolina, Florida 
and Louisiana, address “Office of Sanitary Com- 
mission, Washington, D. C.” 

For the Hospitals in Pennsylvania, address 
“ Office of Sanitary Commission, No. 1307 Chest- 
nut Street, Philadelphia.” 

For the Hospitals in Western Virginia, Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, Iowa, Kentucky, Ten- 
nessee, Mississippi, and Arkansas, address “ Office 
Sanitary Commission, Louisville, Ky.” 

In all cases the name, rank, company, and regi- 
ment of the person inquired for should be given, 
and where he was when last heard from. If the 
application is by letter, the answer will be sent 
by return of mail; if in person, it will be answered 
at once; or if by telegraph, an answer will be re- 
turned immediately at the inquirer’s expense. 

Nas~Soldiers’ Aid Societies, clergymen, editors, 


- and others, can scarcely serve the cause of hu- 


manity more effectually than by frequently and 
widely disseminating a knowledge of the above, 
among those who have friends in the army. 


SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 


The Sanitary Commission, under special au- 
thority of the President of the United States, 
maintains an extensive system of agencies for 
securing the safe conveyance to, and distribution 
of, goods put in its charge for the sick and 
wounded at points where they are most wanted. 
It operates with equal care and generosity at all 
points—at New Orleans and at Washington, 
before Charleston and at Chattanooga—its dis- 
tributions being governed by a comparison of the 
wants of the patients in all cases. The following 
is a list of depots, to which auxiliary societies, 
and all disposed to aid the sick and wounded, 
without reference to States or localities, but sim- 
ply to their relative necessity for assistance, are 
invited to send their offerings: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST. 
CENTRAL DEPOTS OF COLLECTION. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 18 West 
Street, Boston, Mass. 

U.S. Sanitary*Commission, No. 11 ‘gap 
Union, New York. 

U.S. Sanitary Commission, State House, New 
Haven, Conn. 
U.S. Sanitary Commission, No. 1307 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia. 

DEPOTS OF DISTRIBUTION. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 244 F Street, 
Washington, D. C. 

U. 8S. Sanitary Commission, Camp Distribu- 


tion, Va. 


U. 8S. Sanitary Commission, No. 46 Sharp 
Street, Baltimore, Md. 

U S. Sanitary Commission, Harper’s Ferry, Va. 

U. 8. Sanitary Commission, Annapolis, Md. 


{ 
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Sanitary Commission, Camp Parole, Md. 
. Sanitary Commission, Norfolk, Va. 

U.S. Sanitary Commission, City Point, Va. 
U.S. Sanitary Commission, Newberne, N C. 
U. S. Sanitary Commission, Beaufort, 3. C. 
U.S. Sanitary Commission, New Orleans, La 
Temporary Depots for distribution are estab- 
lished from time to time as necessities of the 

service require. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST. 
CENTRAL DEPOTS OF COLLECTION. 

U. S, Sanitary Commission, corner Vine and 
Sixth Streets, Cincinnati, O. 

U.S. Sanitary Commission, No. 95 Bank Street, 
Cleveland, O. 

U. 8. Sanitary Commission, No. 66 Madison 
Street, Chicago, Ill. 

v. 6. Sanitary Commission, No. 2 Adam’s 
Block, Buffalo, N. Y. 

U. 8. Sanitary Commission, No. 59 Fourth 
Street, Pittsburgh, Penna. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 32 Larned 
Street, Detroit, Mich.. .- 

- U.S. Sanitary Commission, Columbus, O. 

U.S. Sanitary Commission, Fifth Street, Louis- 
ville, Ky. 

The Commission receives no pecuniary aid 
whatever from the Government, and is wholly 
dependent on the voluntary contributions of the 
public for the means of sustaining its operations. 
Contributions to the Treasury are solicited, and 
may be transmitted to George T. Strong, Esq., 
Treasurer, 68 Wall Street, N. Y. 


SPECIAL RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 

“Special Relief Office,” No. 389 H Street, 
Washington, D. C., where assistance is rendered 
in procuring Pay, Pensions, Bounty, Prize Money, 
and arrears of Pay and Bounty, and in various 
other ways. 

“The Home,” No. 374 N. Capitol Street, Wash- 
ington, D. O. 

“Home for Wives, Mothers and Children of 
Soldiers,” 374 N. Capitol St., Washington, D. C. 

“Lodge No. 4,” for discharged soldiers, No. 
389 H Street, Washington, D. C. 

“Lodge No. 5,” near terminus of Washington 
aud Alexandria R. R., Maryland Avenue, Wash- 
ington, D. ©. 

‘¢ Lodge No. 6,” near Steamboat Landing, Sixth 
Street, Washington, D. C. 

“ Alexandria Lodge,” near terminus of Orange 
and Alexandria R. R., Alexandria, Va. 

“The Home,” Baltimore, Md. 

‘Home for Wives, Mothers and Children of 
Soldiers,” Annapolis, Md. 

Soldiers’ Lodge,” Harrisburg, Pa. 

““ Special Relief Office,” New Orleans, La. 

“ The Home,” New Orleans, La. 

‘¢ Special Relief” Office, 1307 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 

“ Soldiers’ Rest,” Buffalo, Exchange street, op- 
posite R. R. Depot. 

HOSPITAL CARS. 


Between Louisville and Chattanooga—Dr, J, 
P. Barnum, Surgeon in charge. 
SANITARY STEAMER.’ 
James River—Elizabeth. 
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BRANCH, wasnenas) Loren ‘ BRANCH, 
No. 744 Broadway, | NFENT LEGS, A Ruy No. 19 Green Street, - 
NEW YORK. WI Mr96 Cprpss Use BOSTON, Mass. 


a Ptr. Apiieeee 
Important Information for Soldiers and Sailors who have lost Limbs. 





The *‘PaLMER” ARM and LEG are now furnished for the mutilated heroes of the Army and Navy, and I have the 
pleasure of presenting extracts from official letters from the Surgeon-General, which will gratify numerous applicants, 
who, in the past, have been led to believe that they must accept an inferior limb, or have no aid from Government. 


SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Wasuinaton City, D.C., Dec. 12, 1863. 
Sir :—The Board of Medical Officers assembled in the City of Phaedee for iis pany pose of examining the different 
models submitted to them for an Artificial Arm, having reported 
IN COMPLIANCE WITH THB RECOMMENDATION OF THE BoARD, WHEN A SOLDIER MAY DESIRE TO PURCHASE yer MORE 
ELEGANT AND EXPENSIVE ARM OF PALMER,” FIFTY DOLLARS WILL BE ALLOWED TOWARDS PAYMENT FOR THT SAME. 
By order of the Acting Surgeon-General. C. H. CRANE, Surgeon U.S.A. 


SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Wasuinaton City, D.C., Sept. 20, 1864. 
Siz :—In answer to your letter of the Ist inst., 1am directed to inform you, that the Report and recommendation of 
the Medical Board recently assembled in New York, to examine samples and models of Artificial Limbs, is not designed 
to supersede the recommendation of the former Board, SO FAR AS REGARDS THE LIMBS MANUFACTURED BY YOU. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, by order of the Surgeon-Ceneral, 
W. C. SPEN CER, Assistant Surgeon U.S.A. 
To B. FRANK. PALMER, LL.Dy, 744 Broadway, New York. 


The Best PALMER LEG is furnished THE SOLDIER FREE 
The Best PALMER ARM, for a SMALL ADVANCE. 
The Best LINCOLN ‘‘GOVERNMENT” ARM, FREE. 
Prices of the PALMER LIMBS not raised to OFFICERS and CIVILIANS. 


Apply in person, or by letter, at either of the offices Address 


FRANK. PALMER, LL.D., 


President American Artificial Limb Co. 


ESTABLISHED 1860. Nae 
486 BROADWAY AND 441 BROOME ST. 


SEWING MACHINES 


OF THE MOST APPROVED MAKES, SUCH AS THE 
WHEELER & WILSON, 
GROVER & BAKER, 
WILLCOX & GIBBS, 
A. B. HOWE, | 


SINGER AND OTHERS. 
TO RENT AND 
FOR SALE, 


At MANUFACTURERS’ PRICES, and with the same privileges. Instruction THOROUGH and — 
gratis, at the 


N. ¥Y. SEWING MACHINE EMPORIUM, 


Corner Broadway and Broome Street, New York, 


V. W. WICKES, Jr., Proprietor, 
°486 Broadway, Up Stairs. 
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Adapted to every branch of business: 
| MANUFACTURED ONLY BY THE ORIGINAL INVENTORS, 


E. & T. FAIRBANKS & C0. St. Johnsbury, Vermont. 


PRINCIPAL WAREHOUSES: 
FAIRBANKS & CO., No, 252 Broadway, New York, 
FAIRBANKS, & BROWN, No. 118 Milk Street, Boston. ; 
FAIRBANKS, GREENLEAF & CO., No. 172 Lake Street, Chicago. 
FAIRBANKS & BWING, Masonic Hall, Philadelphia. 
FAIRBANKS & CO., No. 246 Baltimore Street, Baltimore. 


Descriptive Circulars furnished or mailed to any address, on application to either of the above 


THE TARR FARM PETROLEUM COMP 
OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 


Office, Gi Cedar Street, New Work. 
Capital, $3,000,000. 30,000 Shares, Par Value $100 each. 


TRUSTEES: 


GEORGE P. BRADFORD, Esea., New York. ALANSON A. SUMNER, Albany, N. Y. 
Hon. ROGER AVERILL, Danbury, Conn. EK. B. BELDEN, M.D., New York. 
WILLARD PARKER, M.D., New York. J. T. SANGER, New York. 

JAMES WADSWORTH, New York. 








To all acquainted with the Oil Region of Western Pennsylvania, the name of this Company, 
as indicating its locality, is significant of the great value of its properties. 

There is no better Oil Territory. / 

It embraces interests in fee in more than twenty productive wells, and in TweLve others 
now rapidly approaching completion, while the further development of its large unimproved 
area will, at an early day, greatly increase its: product. 

We offer it as a permanent dividend-paying investment. 

A limited amount of this stock can be obtained solely of the undersigned at $50 PER 
SHARE, BEING ONE-HALF OF ITS PAR VALUE. ; 

The declared dividend for the month is one per cent. on its entire capital, to which pur- 
chasers within the month will be entitled. 


JAMES WADSWORTH & COMPANY, 


No. 61 Cedar Street, New York, 
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MORRIS ‘ 


ISURANCE 


COMPANY, 
COLUM 








BIAN BUILDING, 


CORNER WALL & NASSAU STS. 





Authorized Capital, - - - $5,000,000. 


Cash Capital, paid in,- - - $200,000. 





This Company issues on the most favorable terms, Policies of Insurance, . 


OR WITHOUT PARTICIPATION IN. PROFITS, 





agal ss or damage by fire, on Dwelling Houses, Stores, and all kinds of 
Buildings, and on Household Furniture and other Property, and on Vessels and 


their Cargoes, while lying in Port. © 


Losses will be Promptly Adjusted and Paid. 








DIinRECTTrOR S. 


7 PRAY ARD ROWE, JOHN D. BATES, JOSEPH MORRISON, 
, ERT G. LEE, FRED. H. BRADLEB, DAN’L W. TELLER, 
“EAEORGE MILN, EDWARD C. BATES, HENRY J. CAMMANN, 







‘J. G, MORRIS, WILLIAM MACKAY, S. N. DERRICK, 
ROBT BOWNE, BENJ. E. BATES, . CHARLES HICKOX, 
EZRA NYE, B. C. MORRIS, Jr., : N. O. NIMS. 


WM. M. WHITNEY Secretary. ae call 


. B.C! MorRIs, President. | 


SANITARY COMMISSION 
BULLETIN. 





No. 28. PHILADELPHIA, DECEMBER 15, 1864. No. 28. 








Tue Sanirary Commission BuLurtin ts published on the first and fifteenth of every month, and as 
tt has a circulation, gratuitous or other, of above 14,000 copies, it offers an unusually valuable medium for 
advertising. 

All communications must be addressed to the Editor, at the office, 1307 Chestnut street, Philadelphia, and 
must be authenticated by the numes and addresses of the writers. | 

As the continuance of the publication of the BULLETIN is uncertain, depending on that of the war, and on 
the resources of the U.S. Sanitary Commission—the Standing Committee feels a certain degree of reluctance 
to solicit subscriptions for it—and thereby to pledge the Commission to its issue for a definite period. 

The Committee understand, however, that some of their friends to whom it is now sent gratuitously, ex- 
press a wish to pay for it, and they therefore give notice that the sum of two dollars, remitted to the 

| Treasurer, (G. T. Strong, 68 Wall street, New York, or No 1307 Chestnut street, Philadelphia,) will 
secure us being sent to such contributor during the remainder of the current year, unless its publication be 
sooner discontinued. 
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COME TO THE SOLDIER’S AID. And dreams of beauty oft visited too, 
Like meteors glancing through fields of blue. 
fie te io ae That head and heart with its hopes and aims, 
Mother and wife and maid. ? That replied at once to our country’s claims, 


; Is tossing now in delirium wild, 
There’s a soldier away at the South Pleading patriotism undefiled ; 


Whose lips have been pressed to your mouth, Mixing it all with kind thoughts of thee, 
With mutual kisses and mutual vows, Like the debris of a raging ek 
2 


As father or son, as brother or spouse, Th : 
: ae : e hospital wards are overrun 
Who, lying now in his blood and dirt, , With many a wounded husband and Son ; 
Would weep with joy for a fresh clean shirt. And not a cot or pillow is there 
O say, shall that brave one fret and grieve For that tossing head in its wild despair. 
When here:is'one, ay Wanting @ sleeve, Here are feathers, and a yard of tick, 
At the rooms of the “ Soldier's Aid. With scissors, thread and needle; come quick 





Aa to et “Soldier’s Aid,” To the rooms of the “ Soldier’s Aid.” 
4 other and wife and maid. C to the “Soldier's Aid,” 
On that soft pillow, a mother’s breast, eal aaa 
A little hand was accustomed to rest ; For know that leg, that arm, and that head, 


That self same hand, once so soft and white, 

Is lying now in a dreadful plight ; 

Nothing is left but the palm and thumb, 

Which by turns is burning, aching, or numb; 
- To add to his pain he has nota sling, 

But a kerchief almost reduced to a string, 

While here is an easy one, partly made, 

At the rooms of the “ Soldier’s Aid.” 


Is suffering now in our own limbs stead. 

List the ungarnished tales of woe, 

As through the West the guerillas go, 

And would they not scatter, and scathe, and peel, 
These Northern States with their iron heel, 
Were there none to keep the insurgents back 
From their work of death on their bloody track. 
They stand in the fore front’s deadly fight, 


Come to the “ Soldier’s Aid,” That we in quiet may sleep at night ; 

Mother and wife and maid. 0 then gratefully, mother and maid, 
There’s a soldier ‘learning to walk alone,” Come to the rooms of the “Soldier’s Aid.” 
With a crutch in place of a broken bone; Come to the “Soldier’s Aid,” 
Can gentle compassion and sympathy bear Mother and wife and maid. 
To hear this sad truth—the other is bare! There’s a sweet refrain to the terrible song, 
Wanting a slipper, aye, even a sock, To the thunder of war that rolls along; 
When here in the room is plenty of stock, Soft and sweet as the tones of a lute, 
Waiting for fingers to mend or to make. When the shocking canon and shell are mute; 
O come, for that suffering soldier’s sake, A sweet refrain of a helping hand, 

To the rooms of the * Soldier’s Aid.” ’ ‘Phat follows the war-shout over the land; 
Come to the “ Soldier’s Aid,” i Dressing and nursing with oil and balm, 
Mother and wife and maid. - 3 Or soothing the spirit with prayer and psalm, 

On the same pillow at night with thine Mother and maiden, sister and wife, 
A noble head has been wont to recline, We may not join in this bitter strife, 
a A 
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But may flow into this song of love, 
Caught from the angels, bending above, 
At the Commission’s side we may stand, 
They to bind up, we to make the band, 
At the rooms of the “Soldier’s Aid.” 


Come to the ‘‘ Soldier’s Aid,” 
Mother and wife and maid. 
There is still another motive to press: 
To educe in our own hearts tenderness, 
Like His who in agony blessed the thief, 
And sent the son to his mother’s relief. 
If you bind the infant’s limb or hand, 
From all exertion by gyve or band, 
Will the bones grow firm and the muscles swell, 
And the mind in a vigorous body dwell? 
Thus if no acts of goods are performed, 
Will not the spirit become deformed ? 
Hence, would we grow in each Christian grace, 
Let us seek the good Samaritan’s place ; 
Cherish all promptings to neighborly love, 
After the pattern of those above, 
Where can we do this, mother and maid, 
So well as we can at the “Soldier’s Aid.” 


Curresponderce, 


ATLANTA, Ga., Oct, 4, 1864. 
Dr. J. S. NEWBERRY, 
Sec. Western Dept. U. S. San. Com. 


Sir.—I think it due the agents of the 
U. S. Sanitary Commission, who have 
shared with us, the toil and hardsbips of 
the campaign, as well as to the people who 
have generously given each their gifts; 
while it is a personal pleasure to acknowl- 
edge the numerous obligations and favors 
which they have conferred upon our sick 
and wounded. 

At no period of my service (more than 
three years) has itgbeen my fortune to see 
the supplies which the Commission furnish, 
so steadily provided for our hospitals, and 
so invariably on hand during and. immedi- 
ately after an action. It is true, that regi- 
ments have not, to any great extent, been 
supplied with extra stores, but this could 
not be done with the limited transportation 
at command, besides which, I doubt the 
practical utility of such an attempt during 
a campaign. Since we reached Atlanta, a 
large quantity of vegetables have been 
issued to the regiments, who were greatly 
in need of them, and could obtain them 
from no other source. But in respect to the 
sick and wounded, of whom we had a large 
number, I believe that the Commission has 
done everything possible to alleviate their 
sufferings, working in the most direct and 
systematic way, through the Special Agent 
attached to each corps. If each one of these 
gentlemen did his work as faithfully and 
systematically as the one attached to our 


corps, (Rev. J. ©. Hoblit,) certainly no 
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more could have been done, for the whole 
heart of the man is in his work. 

The work which these agents at the front 
have to do, is no small or easy job. You, 
accustomed to the regularity and method of 
secure civil railroads, have no idea of the 
crowd and haste, and weary watching lest 
the train should come or go when least ex- 
pected, which must be endured to get these 
supplies through to the field hospitals. Nor 
have you to dread lonely rides to the rear, 
to hasten up supplies when the army has 
pushed ahead, in expectation of a battle, 
most lonely because in dread of capture. 

Besides this, they furnish data of the 
sick, wounded, dead and missing, after 
every action, which at Chattanooga, Nash- 
ville, or Louisville, is to answer the inqui- 
ries of hosts of anxious friends. J must 
ask that people will, for their own interests, 
bear in mind that these records are reliable, 
obtained on the field, and in field hospitals, 
often frum the wounded themselves, their 
comrades. or the head-board of the soldier’s 
grave, and by men who understand their 
business, and are permitted to go where 
strangers are not permitted to come. It will 
save many weary hours of travel and 
anxiety, if the people will consult these re- 
cords, and take the advice of the men who 
have them in charge. oe: 

Finally I wish to express to the members 
of the Commission with whom I have been 
brought in contact, my gratification at_ 
witnessing the reciprocal courtesy and cor- 


diality existing between them and the mem- 


bers of the Medical Department of the army, 
each recognizing the other as a co-laborer 
in the common cause of humanity. 
N. C. BENNETT, 
Surgeon U. 8. V., Medical Inspector 20th Army Corps. 
FROM REV. J. C. HOBLITT, 
BATTLE-FIELD RELIEF AGENT. ; 
ATLANTA, GaA., Nov 10, 1864. 

The hospitals have all moved to the rear, 
as far back as Chattanooga. The last of. 
the sick left to-day. All who were not fit for 
immediate and hard duty were sent away, and 
the remainder were ordered to be prepared 
for a fifty days campaign. We have given 
out every thing that would be of any ser- 
vice on the march. We had but little to 
send back to Chattanooga. The army will. 
get a good supply of antiscorbutics as they — 
march through the country. The men are 
in excellent spirits and health; only a few 
cases of scurvy. With the advice of Dr. 
Read I have decided to go with the army; 
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Mr. Johnson goes with me. We have at 
no time failed to have a representation with 
the troops in the field, and to give up now 
we cannot. . 

‘It is true we can do nothing with stores, 
but never has there been a movement where 
we could be of more service in the Hospital 
Directory Department than now. There 
will be a long time of suspense and weary 
watching for letters, but no letters will 
come. After awhile Sherman and his noble 
army will be heard from. Mothers will 
then anxiously look for letters from their 
sons, and wives from their husbands, but 
there are many mothers and wives and 
friends who will be doomed to disappoint- 
ment; no letters will come from their sol- 
dier friends. After waiting a reasonable 
length of time for letters, they will make 
inquiry at our Hospital Directory at Louis- 
ville, and it is my object, having gathered 
a complete list of the deaths, casualties and 
- missing on the campaign, to be able to re- 
port to you, so that Mr. Holbrook can 
answer the multitude of anxious ones who 
may crowd his office. 

I know what [ am undertaking. It is 
no easy or sinall enterprise. There will be 
much to be endured in such a winter cam- 
paign as this will be, and yet I am not will- 
ing, while this work is entrusted to my 
care, to let the interests of the Commission 
suifer, or fail to serve the cause of human- 
ity, simply that I may have ease and com- 
fort. I am well prepared for the march, 
and before this reaches you, we will be 
fairly on our way,somewhere. There is not 
not a doubt but Gen. Sherman is about en- 
tering upon the boldest and most glorious 
campaign of the war; if not burning his ships 
behind him, at least destroying his communi- 
cations. When we come again to the world 
without, and have communication with you, 
IT will hasten to make my report for the 
benefit of multitudes of inquiring friends 
after soldiers in the Army of Georgia. 

The last train of cars leaving Atlanta for 
the North will carry this letter to you. 
Hoping to see you early in January, I bid 
you, farewell. 


REPORT FROM LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS. 
BY BENJAMIN WOODWARD. 
Nov. 2, 1864. 
To Dr. J. 8S. Newserry, 
Asso. Sec., Louisville, Ky 
Arrived here on the night of the thirty- 
first ult. " Met Dr. Wyeth, Agent Western 


Sanitary Commission. He has received all 
the goods forwarded to his care from Duvall’s 
Bluff, in good order, except the loss of a 
barrel of onions, broken open and contents 
stolen. The Western Sanitary Commission 
has had an agency here since September, 
1863. During the time, the hospitals have 
been moderately well supplied; and the issue 
books and vouchers show that all the regi- 
ments within reach here, shared in the dis- 
tribution. Surgeon Weeks, so well and 
favorably known in Louisville, is the chief 
of hospitals for the department of Little 
Rock. He is the warm friend of Sanitary — 
Commissions, and speaks decidedly of the 
benefits which they have conferred upon the 
army. He furnished me the statistics of 
the sick within his department; which, at 
the last weekly report, amounted to 3,274 
infantry, and 1,535 cavalry. It is not 
proper to state where most of the sick are, 
for at some posts the number is greater 
than that of the well. I could not get to 
Pine Bluff, the Arkansas river being too 
low for even the smallest boats. Last week’s 
report from that post, showed 780 in hos- 
pitals, and a much larger number in hos- 
pital quarters. he last official report from 
Fort Smith was for August 27, there were 
then 476 white, and 186 colored soldiers in 
hospitals, and entirely destitute of 


VEGETABLES. 


Scurvy, diarrhoea, and malarious fevers are 
the predominant diseases through the State. 
It is impossible to overestimate the import- 
ance of sending vegetables to this depart- 
ment. ‘There is no post that has suffered 
as much from scurvy as Pine Bluff, very 
few vegetables having reached that point. 
The hospitals at Little Rock have an 
arrangement with the Agent of the Western 
Sanitary Commission, by which they are 
well supplied with all that is needed so far 
as their hospital fund will go. The mode 
is this: at the end of each month the fund, 
with an invoice of what is needed, is put 
into the hands of the Sanitary Commission 
agent. He sends to St. Louis, and expends 
the fund in that market. 


GOVERNMENT TRANSPORTATION. 


The government provides all the transpor- 
tation, so that the articles are delivered. in 
Little Rock for just what they cost in St. 
Louis; making a saving of over three hun- 
dred per cent. I took especial pains to 
examine into the working of the system, 
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and s» well does it work, that I earnestly 
recomvend a trial of it by hospitals at other 
points, distant from good and cheap markets. 
This arrangement leaves the Sanitary Com- 
mission free to expend its energies on the 
troops in regiments, which are the great 
sources of disease. We have now at Little 
Rock 106 barrels of onions and cabbage, 
pickles andcrackers, and 24 boxes of codfish, 
milk, syrups, sugar, &c., which is destined for 
Pine Bluff. A dispatch was sent to the 
commander of the post, and he answered it, 
saying, ‘I will send a train of ten wagons 
and an ample guard, on Friday, the 4th 
inst., to bring the stores to the Bluff.” Dr. 
Wyeth will go with the train, and see to the 
proper distribution, and will report to me 
on his return. I cannot too strongly urge 
the appointment of an agent to this field; 
who should be stationed at Duvall’s Bluff, 
and whose duty it should be to go with all 
stores to the points where they are to be 
sent, and see to their proper distribution. 
An active, prudent man, could work in 
harmony with Dr. Moody, of Duvall’s Bluff, 
and Dr. Wyeth at Little Rock, the agents 
of the Western Commission. These gentle- 
men are the only agents on this wide field, 
assisted by detailed men. 


VEGETABLES WANTED. 


Wherever I go, the surgeons say, “Send 
us all the vegetables possible. The men in 
the field must have them or die ; but do not 
send pickled potatoes, they are a waste of 
money. And send no canned fruits, send 
them dried.’ Milk intended for this part 
ot the country, should be put up four or six 
boxes in one large box, and no label on the 
box to designate what is in it; for the 
temptation to steal is so great, that even 
when it is sent as medical stores to the pur- 
yeyors, it may be broken. 


GENERAL F. STEELE. 


I called on General F. Steele to thank 
him for the facilities granted. Heremarked, 
‘* The obligation ison my side. Had it not 
been for the Sanitary Commission at Vicks- 
burg, our army would have suffered much 
more than it did. We found the agents of 
the Commission and their stores, always on 
hand when most wanted, and during my 
campaign in this State my army could not 
have existed without them; for they fed 
and took care of the sick, and cheered and 
comforted the well, and I always feel when 
I meet Sanitary agents, that they are my 
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personal friends.” On the 4th of October 
General Steele issued his general order No. 
242, a copy of which I enclose; giving 
every facility to the agents of different Com- 
missions. | 


ILLINOIS STATE AGENTS. 


It has been claimed that the Illinois State 
agency has to a great extent, supplied the 
wants of this department; and that Colonel 
Robb, the Illinois State Agent, has acted as 
forwarding agent for the Western Sanitary 
Commission. [have made eyery inquiry 
in my power of agents, surgeons, and quarter- 
masters, and can find no evidence of a dol- 
lar’s worth having come from those sources, 
except one box in April last, directed to the 
26th Illinois Volunteers; which was not, 
and had not then been in this field. I was 
told at Memphis “the Col. kept this part 
of the army supplied.” I have made my 
reports from this trip, lengthy, perhaps too 
much so, but I wished to give as many facts 
as possible, in order that you may as fully 
as possible, understand the field. 


FROM FORT SCOTT. 


BY J. R. BROWN: 
November 7, 1864. 


I have just come into this Post from 
Mound City, where we have over one hun- 
dred wounded men whom I helped to pick 
up on the battlefield near that place. 
There, as at Westport, I had with me 
sanitary stores first on hand, and I assure 
you that your Commission was duly credited 
for what was done for the suffering wounded 
soldiers. I have been with the Medical 
Director and his corps until my supplies — 
were exhausted, and I was obliged to re- 
turn to Leavehworth for a supply, which I 
had to buy, mainly on account of shipments 
from Chicago being delayed. I have been 
furnished with as many ambulances as I 
wished to carry hospital stores to points 
where the wounded could be gathered and 
cared for; and now as the army has gone 
too far South for me to reach them, Il am 
desired to take charge of a train of ambu- 
lances conveying the wounded up to Leaven- 
worth, as they are able to be moved. I 
find over two hundred sick and wounded in 
this hospital, a train having just come in 
from Newtonia with wounded. 

From present appearances all the hospi- 
tals in Kansas will be filled for the winter, — 
and I shall have all that I can do. My 
health is good, and I am just where I like 
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to work. I have had no better bed than I 
could make on the ground or in an ambu- 
lance, since Price’s raid reached Westport, 
and I never slept sweeter or worked harder. 

Price’s raid cost many valuable lives, and 
caused much suffering, but the noble man- 
ner in which he was met at the border of 
Kansas and followed on that border be- 
yond the State, has saved our people, and 
done great credit to our military forces. 

My freedmen and refugee work will now 
be mainly done by others, as you proposed, 
and I shall not be compelled to neglect my 
sanitary work. 

Will you write me often ? 


FROM MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE. 
BY BENJ. WOODWARD. 
Nov. 10th, 1864. 

After a long, tedious trip, I arrived here 
from Little Rock, to-day. Enclosed [I send 
you results in the form of reports. It has 
. been an expensive trip, but I made it as lit- 
tle so as possible. I send youan account of 
money expended. You will find two items 
of wine and food for sick soldiers. The cir- 
cumstances were these, When we arrived at 
the mouth of White River, a lot of very 
sick men were put on board to come to hos- 
pitals at this city. They were in charge of 
Assistant Surgeon Curtis, of the 96th Hli- 
nois Volunteers. Nothing was provided for 
them but army rations, which they could 
not eat. I consulted with Dr. Curtis as to 
what was best, and then went to the steward 
of the boat, and had farina cooked with 
milk, and good soups made for them. He 
charged me only the cost of the articles. I 
got wine from the bar for some. I think 
some of them would not have lived to get 
here, had it not been for this aid. I do not 
know that under the ‘“rules’’ this can be 
allowed me, if not I am willing to pay the 
_ whole; were I again situated in the same 
circumstances, I should do the same. It 
was a Clear case of men perishing for want 
of food. I shall go to Vicksburg in a few 
days. Mr. D. B. Carpenter, will start in a 
few days for Duvall’s Bluff and Little 
Rock, with a good invoice received here by 
the ill-fated Dunleith. I think him just 
the man for that field. 
LETTER FROM ORPHEUS EVERTS, SUR- 

GEON-IN CHIEF, 3p DIV. 2p CORPS. 
HeapQuarTers, 3p Div., 2p Cores, 
November 23, 1864. \ 

War, as manifested upon the plane of 

political organizations, whether it be waged 











for conquest or in defence of established 
privileges, is, in the abstract, but a violent 
manifestation of selfishness. The act of 
war, in its influence upon individuals en- 
gaged developes all the inherent love of self, 
which society, home, and civilization con- 
strain, and which regeneration displaces 
with a higher love. From the Major Gene- 
ral, jealous of his stars, and too often con- 
scious of the fiction through which they 
were obtained down to the pitiable private, 
who has mutilated his own body to escape 
from danger, which is more dreadful to him 
than a life of secret shame, we throw to the 
surface like a shell all the selfishness of our 
nature, and wear it just underneath our 
uniform. Nor is war in its. influences con- 
fined to the armies in the field. Politicians, 
contractors, speculators, all classes of com- 
munity are pervaded with various mani- 
festations of the same results. 

But as nature and the plane of the senses 
constitute the basis and highway of the 
spirit’s progress to higher life, and what 
seems to us so terrible, death, is but sepa- 
ration from these; so war externally, and 
a state of combats internally, with peace, 
rest, as their object and ultimation, consti- 
tute the normal condition of man here: and 
war, with all its horrors, cruelties, and 
manifestations of the evils of man’s nature 
is closely allied to, and brings into active 
relations the highest virtues. 

To say nothing of individual acts—the 
special heroisms—the martyi-like devotion 
of rare men, whose deeds reward themselves, 
without promotion, or worldly recognition, 
what a great compliment to this war has 
been the great redeeming feature of our 
people, the U. 8. Sanitary Commission. 
In an age of political corruption—of false- 
hood and pretence—in a land where ‘“shod- 
dy” seems to reign supreme, and selfish- 
ness is revelling in boundless lust, we find 
these are but the superfices, the thin rind 
of the fruit, and underneath are patriotism, 
benevolence, and Christian charity. 

Three years and a half constantly in the 
field in close contact with all the evils which 
war developes and puts in active operation, 
the knowledge of this great fact, that whole 
communities, from one end of the land to 


, the other, had organized themselves, with- 


out regard to sect, or church, or locality, 
into a great family, alike in blood and in 
affection; standing to the soldiers in the 
field without distinction of State or regi- 
ment, as brothers and sisters, fathers and 
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mothers, bestowing with the same liberal 
hands gifts of comfort and of healing to 
all, has been to me a constant inspiration ; 
and has done more to redeem the age, and 
our people from the appearance of utter sel- 
fishness and greed than all other manifest- 
ations combined. It cannot be possible that 
the Commission needs testimony of its use- 
fulness at this day. When truth requires 
a witness, and charity a trumpeter; when 
mercy and loveare matters of doubtful virtue ; 
when‘ faith wears the garments of denial, 
and asks impertinently if there is a God; 
one might expect to hear a question raised 
respecting the propriety and usefulness of 
the Sanitary Commission : not otherwise. 
Nor does the need, the unmistakable de- 
mand for this institution reflect the least 
discredit upon the Government. The Gov- 


ernment performs its functions toward the 


army well. But unless the Government 
ereated an additional department and adopt- 
ed the Sanitary Commission with its peculiar 
features as a part of itself, it could not sup- 
ply the place of the Commission by any 
possibility. Convert the Commission from 
a spontaneous benevolence to a governmental 
machine, and it would lose the essential 
essence of its virtue: the relation which it 
occupies toward both people, home, kin- 
dred, and the suffering soldier, far away, at 
a moment when all his nature is yearning 
from its depths toward that heaven with 
inexpressible need! It would be as differ- 
ent as compulsion is different from voli- 
tion—as different as obligation is different 
from love—as different as the ministration 
of a paid and professional priest to the soul 
of the dying is different from the ministra- 
tion of angels sent from the throne of the 
everlasting Father. The men, too, whom 
the Commission has placed in ‘the field, So 
far as my observation extends, are worthy 
of it—among whom none are more worthy 
than the field agent of this corps, Mr. Hol- 
brook, of Keene, N. H. Everybody knows 
as es John,” wioueeis no praise. These 
men come nearest me now, and so [ men- 
tion their names. And now, to the good 
people at “home” let me say, and let my 
voice be the voice of experience and con- 
scientious observation from the beginning 
of the war, through every campaign of the 
Army of the Potomac, bearing witness from 
every battle-field, let not your exertions in 
behalf of the Sanitary Commission be re- 
laxed for one moment until the end is peace, 
declared in triumph through the land. 
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SLANDERS. 


It has always been the policy of the U. 
S. Sanitary Commissson to conduct its vast 
business with reference to the great respon- 
sibility imposed upon it by a generous and 
confiding people. Conscious of its integrity 
of purpose, and of its accuracy, even in the 
smaller details of business, it. has not often 
taken time to notice complaints that may 
have been made concerning its members 
and its management, unless they have been 
direct and tangible. Jealousy, rivalry, preju- 
dice, disloyalty, have each and all of them 
contributed their portion of abuse and in- 
vective, and hitherto they have been allowed 
to pass. with but little, if any thought or 
notice. Under the garb of sincerity, and 
with the appearance of earnest concern for 
the welfare of soldiers, some people have — 
allowed themselves to do the smallest things 
that humanity is capable of, in order that 
they may divert the interests of societies or 
communities, away from the channel opened 
by the Commission between the people and 
the army. A remarkable feature in the 
opposition to the Commission, has been its 
covert character. But few, if any, have 
had the courage to make an open assault 
upon it, while very many have found means 
to insinuate that evils exist, and to allow 
false statements to be received as true, for 
the apparent purpose of gratifying some- 
jealous fear or unfounded suspicion. | 

We believe that if the Commission con- 
ducts its business on false business princi- 
ples, if it distributes its supplies wastefully, 
if it pays its agents extravagantly, if it is 
an unfaithful or an unwise steward of the 
benefactions of the people, the people ought | 
to know it; and those who believe it, ought 
to be honest enough with themselves and 
the truth, considerate enough of the public 
good and the good of the army, loyal enough 
to the government which has authorized and 
encouraged this work, to undeceive a trust- 
ing public, whose proud privilege it has 
been to do as a nation never before did, with 


They should 


its resources in a time of war. 
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do it, not by presenting partial statements 
to suit a purpose; not by uttering in private, 
for facts, what they are afraid to say in 
public; not by appealing to morbid sym- 
pathies, and encouraging groundless fears ; 
but by an open, face to face, christian 
appeal ; just as we appeal to the moral sense 
of the community against gambling, drunk- 
enness, dishonesty in trade, extravagance in 
living, and everything else that deteriorates 
manhood and enervates society. Let such 
a course be pursued. We give below some 
correspondence, which will explain the 
reason for the foregoing remarks. 
New York, November 20, 1864. 


Rev. Henry W. BEtLows, 

President U. 8. Sanitary Commission. 

My Dear Sir:—In conversation with 
Mr. J. ©. H. this morning, he informed 
me that there were reports of the gravest 
character afloat, affecting some member of 
the Sanitary Commission, which were hush- 
ed up for fear of their effect on the public. 


He said that he knew the person, but would 


not disclose his name. I inferred, though 
he did not so state, that the charge was of 


pecuniary delinquency. 


I know that it has been always the prac- 
tice of the Commission to examine thorough- 
ly into all charges brought against any per- 
son connected with it, and I trust that you 
will demand an explanation in this matter. 

; Very truly yours, 
G 


° 





New Yorn, November 21, 1864. 
J. C. H——, Esa. 

Dear Sir :—The enclosed note explains 
itself. Will you permit me toask the name 
of the person referred to in your conversa- 
tion with Mr. G., and the nature of the grave 
charges brought against him? Being wholly 
ignorant ourselves of the report referred to, 
it is very necessary that.we should be able 
to meet the slanderous rumor with all the 
directness possible. As the U. S. Sanitary 
Commission has always invited the closest 
Scrutiny into its pecuniary affairs, it seeks 
to confront any accuser who dares to impugn 
the integrity of any member of the Board. 
I cannot doubt your friendly desire to afford 
us any light you possess, or can throw upon 
a subject of so much importance. 

Very respectfully yours, 


Henry W. Bettows, 
President, 














New Yorx, November 22, 1864. 


Srzk :—Your note of yesterday, enclosing 
a note addressed to you by Mr. G. G., has 
Just reached me. In answer to it, I inform 
you, that I regard what passed, as being in 
a private conversation with a person with 
whom I had an intimacy, and that I cer- 
tainly did not intend what I said should go 
any farther. Second, that the report alluded 
to by me did not refer to any instance or 
charge of “pecuniary delinquency,” either 
by the Sanitary Commission as a body, or 
by any member of it. This was merely, as 
Mr. G. states in his note to you, ‘‘inferred” 
by him. Your obedient servant, 


J OeH , 
Rev. Henry W. Bettows, 
President of the sanitary Commission, 
823 Broadway, New York. 


New York, Nov. 23, 1864. 
J—— CU. H , Esq, 

Srp :—I have been shown your reply to 
Dr. Bellows’ note in reference to the con- 
versation which passed between us at the 
Astor House. 

On a little reflection, I think you will 
admit that a charge affecting the official 
character of men with whom I am associ- 
ated, is one that I cannot consider as con- 
fidential. I did not understand you to make 
it, and I certainly should not have received it 
as such. | 

The information was volunteered by you. 
You:asked me if I had heard the charges 
against the Sanitary Commission, and on 
my reply in the negative, stated that there 
were grave ones, affecting the character of 
one of its members, which were hushed up 
for fear of their effect on the public. You 
refused to give his name indeed, but your 
remark that the charges did not concern 
any one that you or I were specially inter- 
ested in, in no degree assured my mind, for 
I have a deep interest in the character and 
conduct of the Commission itself, as wellas 
in the fair fame of its members. It is these 
anonymous slanders that associations and 
individuals have to dread. It is the whis- 
pered insinuation, for which no one is re- 
sponsible, and the point of which is intangi- 
ble, that ruins reputation and _ thwarts 
worthy objects. This is not the first time 
that the Commission has had to demand 
specified charges and avowed names, and 
has failed to get them. When you informed 
me of these rumors, I wrote at once to the 
President of the Commission to demand an 
investigation, as it was my duty todo. As 
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he has invited it. and you do not see fit to 
further it, I can only conclude that these 
charges have no better foundation than the 
others. 

I am glad to find that the charge is not 
one of pecuniary delinquency. I “inferred” 
it, because I could conceive of no other 
way in which the official conduct of any 
member of the Commission could be in- 
volved. 

I have the honor to be Sir, your obedient 
servant, 

GS 6 

Mr. J. ©. H. is quite willing to say in 
a ‘‘private conversation” to an intimate 
friend, what would injure in that friend’s 
estimation and in the estimation of all Ais 
friends to whom the same ‘ private conver- 
sation” might be repeated, a member or 
members of the Commission, and through 
them, all others who are at work in the same 
body. He did not refer to “pecuniary de- 
linquency,” but to some other delinquency, 
which is not yet discovered. 

Again, we give below an example of an- 
other kind of covert attack. A soldier 
writes a letter to his wife, for publication 
in a paper known as the “North Branch 
Democrat,” and published at Tunkhannock, 
Pa. The letter is dated at “Camp near 
Petersburg, Aug. 4, 1864,” and the follow- 
ing extract from it concerns the Sanitary 
Conmission. 


Among the many humbugs which have 
grown out of this war, there is none that 
ranks higher than the much vaunted Sani- 
tary Commission, the labors and charities 
of which have been so eulogized by sub- 
orned newspaper correspondents and others. 
It would be but just to the public, which 
has made such liberal contributions to sus- 
tain it, were some person well acquainted 
with the manner in which the Sanitary 
Commission business is conducted here, to 
make an expose of the proceedings of its 
agents, so that those who have flattered 
themselves that they were sending luxuries 
and comforts to the sick and wounded sol- 
diers might be gratified with a knowledge 
of how their charities had been dispensed 
and who reaped the large share of the bene- 
fits disposed of. At City Point, there are 
now lying some four or five vessels loaded 
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with sanitary stores, and I am informed 
that an entire wharf is devoted to the busi- 
ness of the Commission. It has, besides, 
vessels at Fortress Monroe, Norfolk, and in 
every harbor in possession of the United 
States army. These vessels are loaded with 
every variety of clothing suitable for army 
use, tin ware, canned fruits, fresh vege- 
ale, tables, wines, brandy, gin, whiskey,rum, 
porter, cider, and every other known stimu- 
lant, inendless quantities. There are printed 
forms, for requisitions, furnished to the offi- 
cers of the different organizations through- 
out the army, and all that is necessary to 
procure a wagon load of anything desired 
is to fill out one of the blank forms, naming 
the articles desired, sign any M. D., or mule 
driver’s name to the bottom and load up 
your wagon. As a consequence, few of the 
articles turnished by the Sanitary ever reach 
those for whom they were intended. The 
ariny officers furnish their tables with luxu- 
ries, get fuddled on the stimulants, and 
draw their shirts, drawers, &c., from this 
source. Thecoarse varieties of food—* sauer 
kraut,” pickles, cabbage, onions, &e., fall 
to the share of the men, but come so seldom 
and in such diminished quantities that they 
only furnish cause for grumbling, and are 
not received with any degree of thankful- _ 
ness whatever. I do not doubt but that the 
Commission has accomplished some good 
among the hospitals, but nothing in pro- 
portion to the demoralizing influence it has 
exerted:in other quarters, and if the whole 
arrangements were confined entirely to the 
hospitals, or wiped out of existence, it would 
be an absolute blessing to the army. As _ 
it is, it is only a whiskey shop on a large 
scale, furnishing employment to scores of 
idle loafers, and a very convenient purvey- 
ing establishment for army officers, whereat 
goods are furnished, to their class free, for 
which the too credulous public pays. Here- 
after, if you have anything to bestow upon 
your country’s defenders, send it direct to 
some acquaintance in the army who will | 
need and appreciate the favor; but, by all 
means, give the Sanitary Commission the 
cold shoulder. It is an arrant imposition, 
as at present conducted, and the public 


should know it. 


Now see the correspondence concerning 
it. On August 29, the paper reaches a 
friend of the truth, who informs. the Com- 
mission as follows: 

I send to your address, to-day, a most 
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infamous letter from ‘Clint,’ a soldier in 
the army. The name of this man who signs 
his name ‘“Clint,’”’ is D C.K ld 
N. Y. Independent Battery, Artillery Brig- 
ade, 6th Army Corps. I thought it entirely 
proper that you should be informed of this 
letter : the author should be rebuked. 


When the letter was forwarded to our 
agency at City Point, Dr. A. McDonald, in 
charge of the work of the Commission at 
that place, issued the following instructions 
to Mr. J. W. Johnson, the experienced 
Superintendent of Field Relief Corps: 


Mr. Johnson will please see “ Clint,” and 
find out what he has to say about Sanitary 
matters. 

Just nail Mr. “Clint,” if you can, and 
make him retract this wholesale lie, if 
possible, over his own signature. 

ALEX. McDONALD. 


MR. JOHNSON’S REPLY. 
Hospitat, 2nD Corps, 
Nov. 18, 1864. 

My Dear Docror :—During the early 
part of October, I called on D. C. K 
respecting an article which was attributed 
to him, and published in a paper you had 
sent to me. ‘ 

In presence of his captain he admitted 
that he was author of article signed “ Clint,” 
stated that it was a private letter to his wife, 
not intended for publication. On being 
pressed for facts on which his statements 
were founded, he said he could not recollect 
any special act, but had made his statement 
from general camp rumors, which he sup- 
posed were true. He told me that he would 
write a letter for publication, and have it 
ready ina few days. 

I called on him on the 16th, when he 
replied that he had been busy with his 
papers, and had not time to write it. I 
then placed the matter in Mr. Holbrook’s 
hands, requesting him to see him frequently 
and if necessary his captain also, and to 
continue urging him for it. This has been 
done without success, as you will see by 
Mr. Holbrook’s letter, to which I refer you 
for later particulars. 


J. WARNER JOHNSON, 


Superintendent. 
Dr. ALEX. McDona tp, City Point, Va. 


Mr. Holbrook’s letter makes the follow- 
ing disclosures :— 
1. That on his first visit to ‘‘ Clint,” he 
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said he was too busy to write what he had 
stated to Mr. Johnson; viz., that he was not 
in possession of any testimony to substantiate 
his charges. 

2. That on the next visit, he had made 
up his mind that he would not write a letter 
acknowledging his mistake. 

3. That he would not write it because it 
would be made use of by Mr. Johnson or 
the Sanitary Commission. 

Thus “Clint” writes a letter, making 
grave charges against the Commission, with- 
out any evidence to sustain them; refuses 
to admit the injustice he has done to him- 
self and the Commission, because his ad- / 
mission would be used in justification of the 
truth. | 

This correspondence has been presented 
to show just how the thousand rumors that 
frighten timid and jealous people, arise; how 
little foundation they have; how little im- 
portance is to be attached to them, and to 
remind our friends that they whose faith in 
the Commission may be shaken by such 
stories, have a feeble faith. May it be 
strengthened. : 


THREE MONTHS IN THE UV. S. SANITARY 
COMMISSION. 
NO. III.—FROM PORT ROYAL, VA., TO 
WHITE HOUSE LANDING ON THE PAU- 
MUNKEY. 


The loading up of the steamers with the 
wounded ones, which commenced on Friday 
evening, was continued throughout Satur- 
day, and by midnight all of them were cared 
for, and those of our Relief Agents not de- 
tailed to go on the transports with the 
wounded, were resting on the Kent, the 
Mary F. Rapley and other vessels, of which 
we had quite a fleet. During the day up- 
wards of one thousand contrabands, of all 
ages and sizes, had gathered on the dock, 
asking to be taken to the land of freedom. 
Each one carried some article of household 
use, and it was very gratifying to see our 
government so mindful of them, a fine ves- 
sel was set apart for their use, for which 
favor they showed their appreciation by 
holding, at midnight, a service of praise 
and prayer to God, their deliverer ; remind- 
ing one strongly of the song of Miriam on 
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the thither side of the Red Sea.. A more 


beautiful scene was never before presented 
on the Rappahannock than the full shining 
moon witnessed that night. Not less than 
thirty vessels riding at anchor, or made fast 
to the improvised docks; away up stream 
lay the transports freighted with precious 
cargoes of maimed and suffering patriots ; 
below us were the liberated slayes,—the 
unwitting cause of all this suffering and 
death,—rejoicing in a prospective condition, 
of which they possessed only the most 
vague ideas, while between the two, hover- 
ed that minister of mercy and love, whom 
God evoked from his favored ones in this 
and other lands, and personified in the U. 
S. Sanitary Commission, and which through 
myriad channels was night and day perform- 
ing its heaven-born mission among all colors 
and conditions. 


THE SABBATH. 


The Sabbath dawned serene and bright, 
and at 9 A.M., we started down the river. 
As the day wore on, one by one of the 
agents appeared on deck, refreshed and 
cheerful. Among the company on board 
was Dr. Briggs, of California, who had come 
from that far off State to witness the work- 
ings of the Commission, and though he had 
been with us but a few days, he s0 
thoroughly gave himself up to the work of 
charity, as to win the praise of every agent. 
This gentleman, Mr. John A. Anderson in- 
vited to conduct religious worship. He 
accepted, and the service was held. His 
text was from Luke xiv. 12-14. It was a 
discourse eminently practical and inspiring, 
for he spoke of the peculiar position occu- 
pied by his auditors in relation to the fear- 
ful contest they are now waging, and if he 
spoke with great fervor it is not at all sur- 
prising, for was he not just from the most 
terrible scenes a man can dare to look upon? 
lor many weeks the sermon and its sur- 
roundings were the theme of numerous 
conversations. In that particular I was 
highly gratified, for I had been led to be- 
lieve, therefore, that the U. 8S. Sanitary 
Commission was a godless institution, yet 
té my astonishment I found most of my 
companions God-fearing men and women. 
There was not a song of Zion I commenced 
singing but was well-known and ably sup- 
ported by the ladies and gentlemen on 
board. Nor was this all, on board the other 
vessels divine service was also held, and on 
our downward trip it frequently happened, 
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that as the vessels neared each other for 


the respective commanders to counsel to- 
gether, both ships company’s would join in 
singing some familiar hymn. ‘Thus was ~ 
the time spent until we arrived at the White 
House landing, at 6 p.M., on Monday, May 
30. ; 

WHITE HOUSE, VA. 


It was a truly desolate looking place, 
hallowed as it had been by its associations 
with Washington. As I viewed its charred 
walls and devastated tombs, I could not 
help exclaiming, ‘O secession what hast 
thou not wrought?” As we were early on 
the ground no wounded had yet reached 
there, but fresh troops were being pushed 
to the front rapidly, and we were soon 
made aware that their commissariat was in 
some way defective, for many of the brave 
fellows were going hungry away. Almost 
in the time tt takes me to tell it, the uten-— 
sils were on shore, coffee was made and the 
work of feeding commenced. Wealso 
discovered a lot of sick soldiers scattered 
around over an area of four miles, these were 
gathered up and properly cared for. While 
engaged in this good work the smiling 
month of May left us, and as the dawn of the 
first June morning sent forth its greetings, — 
an installment of three hundred poor 
wounded ones reached the landing at White _ 
House. Bl a 


THE NEW YORK MEETING. 
MEETING OF DELEGATES FROM THE SOL- 
DIERS’ AID SOCIETIES. 


A meeting of delegates from the various 
Soldiers’ Aid Societies of New York, Con- 
necticut, Rhode Island, parts of Massachu- . 
setts, Vermont, New Jersey, and Canada, 
was held in the hall of the Cooper Institute, 
Wednesday evening, Nov. 16, 1864, under 
the auspices of the Woman’s Central Asso- 
ciation of Relief. There was a large at- 
tendance, principally composed of ladies 
who are always foremost in works of benevo- 
lence. Over the platform was a large dia- 
gram, furnished by Dr. Bellows, President 
of the U. S. Sanitary Commission, exhibit- 
ing the organization and different agencies 
of the Commission. 

Professor Hitchcock, in accordance with 
the announcement, assumed the Chair, and 
having called the meeting to order, called 
on the Rev. Mr. Duryea, of the Reformed 
Dutch Church, to open the meeting with 
prayer. Mr. Duryea then offered prayer 
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for the nation, the army, and the efforts 
made in its behalf. 

Professor Hircucock proceeded to ex- 
plain the object of the meeting; he said :— 
It is neither fitting nor needful that I 
should stand long between you and the 
gentlemen who have come here this even- 
ing fully charged with important informa- 
tion pertaining to the great interest which 
has called us together. What the Sanitary 
Commission is doing, and what it has done 
is known to every person on this continent, 
perhaps, we may say, is known to every 
person in the whole length and breadth of 
Christendom. The Society at whose call 
we are convened this evening, The Wo- 
man’s Central Association of Relief, is 
simply an organization tributary to the Sani- 
tary Commission. It is, we may say, one 
of its tap-roots. It is through this organi- 
zation that large amounts of needed stores 
have been sent forward to the army, over 
all the field. This tap-root has its many 
fibres running through the soil in the coun- 
try around about, and those fibres are here 
to-night, namely, these auxiliary societies 
from Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode 
Island, New York, New Jersey, and other 
localities which are represented by delegates 
to this Convention. And I suppose I do 
but justly interpret the opinion of this New 
York City Society, and of these kindred 
helping societies, when I say that the work 
in which they are engaged, is not merely a 
work of mercy, but also of patriotism as 
well. They have devoted themselves to 
this work not merely because the soldiers 
are wounded, sick and suffering, but because 
the hearts of these women are in the cause 
for which these men bleed and suffer. So 
that this instrumentality has been yielding 
nutriment to the patriotic sentiment of the 
country, as well as affording relief to the 
soldier. 

These societies are convened this evening 
that they may compare notes, see what has 
been accomplished already, and take coun- 
sel in regard to the future, which also offers 
its burdens, because none of us can be so 
sanguine as to suppose that we have quite 
reached the end of this sad chapter yet. 
Would to God that the only men on this 
continent who can make peace would make 
it by grounding their arms, by saluting the 
old flag, by accepting the old protection of 
the nation’s laws. (Applause.) But these 
only possible peace makers on sthe conti- 

nent are resolutely bent on war, and so 
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long as that is their choice there is nothing 
left for us but to fight it through. (Ap- 
plause.) I speak this not vauntingly, not 
in the military spirit at all, for that is not 
the mood of mind in which we are met. 
We are met to consider the mercies which 
pertain to this work, to contemplate the 
burdens which are still to rest on our 
shoulders, and to gird ourselves for those 
tasks which are still before us; and while 
we welcome these ladies from the tributary 
societies which represent so many States, 
we are under the sad necessity of saying to 
them, go back to further labors, for other 
months, for another year—it may be for 
other years, so long as God permits this 
wanton rebellion to exist. While our brave 
boys are standing at their guns, we have 
only to stand behind and care for them 
when they fall, and nurse them when they 
are sick ; they fighting to the end of this 
sad illiad of our woes, we caring for them 
to the end. And here on this altar we lay 
ourselves afresh, be it for one month, for 
two months, for six months, for one year, 
for two years, for three years—until peace 
comes by righteousness which God can ap- 
prove. Until that supreme hour, so long as 
our boys have to fight, we will care for them. 
(Applause.) That is our resolve to-night. 

You will be addressed by several gentle- 
men who understand, from long ‘and inti- 
mate acquaintance with the work, all the 
necessities of the case. Mr. Potter, will 
now make a brief report. 

Mr. Howarp Porrer then read a list of 
the various Soldiers’ Aid Societies repre- 
sented at the meeting, and handed in to the 
Chairman the reports of the delegates 
present, and a short report, from which it 
appears that the Women’s Central Relief 
Association had expended in purchasing 
material, flannel and other things the sum 
of $29,829 31, of which the different so- 
cieties had contributed nearly one-half It 
had also received the following articles :— 
cotton shirts, 17,180; flannel shirts, 24,- 
212; cotton drawers, 9,258 ; flannel drawers, 
11,8386; socks, 6,776; slippers, 2,564; 
wrappers, 1,336; handkerchiets, 46,444 ; 
bed sacks, 5,008; pillow sacks, 4,910 ; pil- 
lows, 3,844; pillow cases, 6,912; sheets, 
9,012; bed quilts, 2,067; towels, 13,711; 
bandages, 79 bbls. ; old cotton, 159 bbls. ; 
dried fruit, 202 bbls.; jelly, 2,185 jars; 
pickles, 4,500 galls.; whisky, 403. bottles ; 
brandy, 3,726 bottles; blackberry brandy 
and cordial, 9,816 bottles. 
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The supplies have been distributed by 
the Supply Committee during the summer 
to Washington, Baltimore, and Harper’s 
Ferry, (for Gen. Grant’s and Gen. Sheri- 
dan’s armies), to Norfolk and City Point, 
to Newbern, N. C., Beaufort, S. C., and 
New Orleans. It has also filled requisitions 
for several U. 8. steamers and the naval 
stations at Key West and Pensacola. The 
military hospitals in this vicinity have made 
frequent, but small demands, which have 
generally been complied with. All these 
goods have been given out, either upon the 
order of the Sanitary Commission, or upon 
requisitions. from Surgeons. 

The New England and New York State 
Soldiers’ Homes in this city have been so 
efficiently conducted -that the claims upon 
the Special Relief Committee have been but 
small, being chiefly directed to the relief of 
a few cases of extreme suffering from sick- 
ness and wounds. 

The Corresponding Committee has dis- 
tributed during the past six months, 29,717 
copies of the ‘‘ Sanitary Commission Bul- 
letin” and reports, at an average expense 
of 14 cents a copy. 

The Treasurer reports the receipt of 
$398,318 82 which have been expended by 
the several Committees. 

Mr. ¥. N. Knapp, Associate Secretary 
of the Sanitary Commission for the Hast, was 
then introduced to the Convention. He said: 

My friends, I suppose what is wanted of 
me to-night, is to give to those who repre- 
sent the aid societies, tributary to the Sani- 
tary Commission, in order that they may 
carry it home to their various organizations 
‘such information concerning the use that is 
made of the stores put into the hands of the 
Commission, as will give assurance that 
their work is not in vain, that the supplies 
do reach the soldiers, for whom they are 
intended, and that the needs of the soldiers 
are known to those who have charge of 
these supplies. It is not required of me, I 
apprehend, to present to you the magnitude 
of this undertaking, and the greatness of 
the benefit that it confers upon the needy sol- 
diers of the army and through them upon 
the country, for the sake of inspiring new 
zeal, but simply to tell you how we do the 
work, so that you may be able to answer 
the questions which are constantly put by 
those who are so anxious to do all the good 
they can, that they become skeptical in re- 
card to the good that has been done by the 
Sanitary Commission. 
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In the first place, I will state in general 
terms the principles upon which the work 
is done. The design is to secure the greatest 
good to the greatest number, by the most — 
equal distribution of the supplies that .are 
placed in our hands. Our work is first to 
distribute the supplies whieh are sent to us ; 
secondly, to purchase other ‘supplies with 
the means furnished ; thirdly, to meet cases 
of special distress arising out of emergencies 
and exigencies where the ordinary pro- 
visions for relief do not suffice. 

It is proper to state that we do not pre- 
tend that our working is perfect, or that 
there are no mistakes made in the issuing 
of these supplies. Some of them do not get 


| into the hands they are intended for, and 


some wants are not met. Our agents are 
not at every possible post in the field; and 
we do not pretend that every person con- 
nected with the Commission is so devoted 
to his work that he will allow nothing but 
the thought of the best interest of the sol- _ 
dier to influence him. Ours is a human 
undertaking, and conducted by human 
agencies, therefore we cannot guard against 
misuse and abuse in every instance. But I 
know we can give you assurance that in the 
main, the object for which you are laboring © 
has been accomplished, and that the amount 
of good that has been done, is vastly larger 
than you yourselves hoped for when you 
were at work, or than you even now sup- 
pose. For only those who have been on 
the field, and in the hospitals, know, or can 
know, the twentieth part of the blessing . 
that has attended this instrumentality. 

The question is frequently asked, and it 
was repeated to me to-night, since I came 
from the adjoining room. How do you ~ 
distribute these supplies in such a way that 
you know they reach the soldiers? I will 
tell you briefly through what process they 
get there, and by what safeguards they ar 


5 
protected in their transit. 


HOW THE SUPPLIES REACH THE SOLDIER. 


An invoice is sent, say to Washington, 
of supplies which are on the way to one of 
the storehouses there. As soon as it reaches 
Washington it is copied into an invoice 
book, numbered, recorded and filed. A 
corresponding number is entered into a 
larger book, with the name of the place 
from which it is sent, the party who sends 
it, the party who receives it, the date of its 
being sent, the date of its arrival, or if it 
does not arrive, the statement of the fact, 
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and the probable time that it may be ex- 
pected, so that it may be looked out for. A 
copy of the invoice is then put,into the 
hands of the Receiving Storekeeper, as he 


is called, who receipts for the same, and be- | 


comes responsible to the office for the goods. 
If they do not arrive, then he makes a 
minute of it, and search is made for the 
proper person upon whom the responsibility 
rests. When the goods arrive notice is sent 
to the office, and they are entered among 
the stock on hand, and the Chief Clerk be- 
comes responsible for them. They are then 
issued by him upon such requisitions as we 
think insures their getting to the places 
where they are most needed. These requi- 
sitions are written orders upon the Store- 
keeper. He is not allowed to issue anything 
without giving a receipt for the same, and 
he brings every day to the Chief Clerk, an 
account of what he has issued the day be- 
fore, as well as what he has received, to- 
gether with a statement of the stock on 
hand. He sends on his receipts to the Chief 
Clerk, who thus has a constant check upon 
the person who receives the goods at the 
Receiving Storehouse, and upon the person 
who issues them at the other storehouse. 


CAUSES OF COMPLAINT. 


After passing from the hands of the 
Chief Clerk, the supplies are distributed 
with a careful scrutiny on the part of the 
Chief Clerk, of the actual needs. The de- 
mands may be greater than the supplies on 
hand, or than the Chief Clerk feels justified 
in issuing. In that case, he distributes ac- 
cording to his judgment, where the need is 
greatest, rather than where the demand is 
greatest, and with reference to an equal dis- 
tribution. There is a constant necessity for 
cutting down the requisitions of the sur- 
geons, and from friends in the hospitals. 
This, of course, creates ill feeling and com- 
plaint on the part of those who cannot get 
all they want, at the various posts. Many 
complaints arise from this cause. 


HOW GOODS ARE DISTRIBUTED. 


When the goods are brought to the vi- 
cinity of the hospitals where they are re- 
quired, the Hospital Visitors, (to whom 
reference may be made, as doing a most ad- 
mirable work), look out for them, and make 
sure that they reach the soldiers in the 
several wards of the hospital. Of course, 
it is impossible for them to follow each 
garment or every morsel of food, but they 
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can keep a general supervision, and they 
give us constant assurance that they reach 
those for whom they are intended. For 
these Visitors give not merely an hour’s at- 
tendance, but go from bed to bed and find 
out what the men want, and what they have 
got. 


FIELD DISTRIBUTION. 


The supplies in the field are distributed 
very largely by the agents of the Commis- 
sion personally, to the men, so much go, 
that during the recent campaign in the 
Army of the Potomac, for illustration, 
thousands of barrels of fresh vegetables, 
and over two hundred tons of fresh tomatoes 
were distributed to the men in the trenches, 
and in the camps, by our own agents. They 
saw the men receive them, and in the ma- 
jority of cases, saw them eat them. 

The garments are also distributed by our 
agents personally. Often, of course, they 
cannot see to giving them to the individual 
men, but they carry them into the wards, 
and it is there known that the Sanitary 
Commission has brought so many garments 
for so many of the most needy men. 

I can assure you that we do know that in 
the great majority of cases at the front, 
where, of course, there is less possibility of 
a careful detail of supervision, the articles 
given out do reach the men. Nearer Wash. 
ington and other principle depots of sup- 
plies, receipts are taken so far as it is pos- 
sible upon regular requisitions, indorsed by 
Brigade Surgeons, and there is a degree of 
restraint put upon those who call for issues, 
which gives us assurance that they reach 
their destination. That restraint however, 
or red tape, as it is called, is relaxed when 
the emergency requires it. After three 
years of experience, a proper mean has 
been found between undue restraint and a 
too free scattering of supplies, so that now, 
I believe, if a shrewd, honest business man 
were to investigate the matter, although he 
would, of course, find occasional misuse, he 
would say, in view of the humanitarian as 
well as the business side of the question, 
that the method adopted is perfectly satis- 
factory. I say this after large and careful 
observation. 

AFTER A BATTLE. 

As an instance of relaxation, I will refer 
to the fact that immediately after a battle 
no restraint is placed upon the issues. We 
then rely upon the honesty of the men em- 
ployed. A man for instance, whom we be- 
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lieve or know to be honest says, ‘‘ Under 
yonder tree are gathered twenty wounded 
men; in that barn are forty more; they 
have been without food and blankets since 
morning, and the Government supply will 
not reach them before night. Will you in- 
trust us with your supplies to carry to 
them?” In such cases we say, yes. If pos- 
sible, we receive from them without delay, 
receipts, and then our agents pass round 
from point to point and see that the sup- 
plies reach the men. It is at such times 
that the restraints are most likely to be re- 
moved. Amid such scenes of suffering 
men are not likely to do wrong and abuse 
their privileges. It it is not in human na- 
ture to be selfish at such times. 


BETWEEN THE FIELD AND HOSPITAL. 


When the wounded soldiers are gathered 
at intermediate points between the battle- 
field and general hospital, then these re- 
straints are so far removed as to make sure 
that the wounded shall not suffer, if we can 
help it, for want of supplies. This was the 
case at Belle Plain, Gettysburg, Fredericks- 
burg, Winchester, City Point, and various 
other places. It is the policy of the Com- 
mission not only to go out and meet the 
wounded with supplies, but to anticipate 
their needs; in other words, to wait for 
those needs to occur. Therefore it is that 
in some instances supplies have been lost 
and captured by the enemy. In nineteen 
out of twenty cases where we have waited 
days, weeks, and sometimes even months to 
meet emergencies, we have not waited in 
vain. I mention this, because we have had 
many inquiries why we did not wait until 
the need arises and not keep such a reserve 
on hand; why we kept agents waiting an- 
ticipating battles, as at Martinsburg and 
Winchester; why we spent the people’s 
money in that way. We do so because we 
know it is better to spend a thousand dol- 
lars in waiting than to havea thousand men 
suffer by waiting themselves; and because 
we know that one life saved to the army 
and to some home (for we put the army 
always before home) is worth a thousand 
dollars spent in waiting. (Applause.) 

WHY ARE SUPPLIES AT HOSPITALS? 


Another question naturally asked is in 
regard to the propriety of giving out sup- 
plies to the men after they have reached 
points where the Government can help 
them. And this question suggests also 
another broader one, namely: Why is it 


The Sanitary Commission Bulletin. 


that at this period when the Government 
is doing so much, sanitary supplies are de- 
manded at all? Are not the needs more 
imaginary than real? I was requested to - 
refer to this to-night. 

Our experience is that the needs do con- 
tinue, and that they will continue so long 
as the army is in the field—not merely 
comforts that friends at home are anxious 
to supply, but real wants which must be 
supplied to maintain muscle in the arm of 
war—that it is not merely a call of hu- 
manity, but a wise and provident policy, 
giving strength to the army. For example, 
as soon aS a man is wounded and carried 
from the battle-field to the place where the 
wounded are gathered, it is assumed that 
he will be immediately transferred to Wash- 
ington. But it is found that many must 
remain on account of the seriousness of 
their wounds. In the meantime others are. 
brought in, until what was intended as sim- 
ply a temporary hospital or shelter for the 
men, becomes by degrees a large and per- 
manent place for gathering the men. The 
Government meantime does not see fit 
to make arrangement for a permanent hos- 
pital, and, consequently, the men do not 
receive the provision which the Govern- - 
ment usually affords. In that way the 
agency of the Sanitary Commission comes 
in and benefits the soldiers largely. 


TRANSFER OF WOUNDED. 


So, in the transfer of the wounded, the 
Government assumes that adequate means 
are at hand to make the men comfortable - 
until they reach a. certain station, whereas 
it frequently happens that a train is started 
with only one quarter of the blankets neces- 
sary to keep the men from suffering, and 
with insufficient supplies of food and attend- 
ance, because the Government agents posted 
there had not power to draw supplies for 
these temporary purposes. One train which 
I accompanied from Winchester to Harper’s 
Ferry was five miles long. A wagon broke 
down at such a point that the rest of the 
train not being able to pass it was delayed 
three hours, so that we did not arrive till 
midnight, and but for’ the provision fur- 
nished by the Commission many of the men 
would have suffered from hunger. 


HOME COMFORTS. 

The spirit which we endeavor to inspire 
in every new agent who joins us in this 
work is this: to feel that we are not our- 
selves, but that we are you—that these sup- 
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plies are not merely so many blankets to 
cover the soldiers and so much food to feed 
them, but they are home blessings to the 
soldier. If there is one single thought 
more than another which we endeavor to 
impress upon the hearts of our working 
men, it is to try to make the soldiers feel 
that the blankets and the food come from 
home. There is a healing power in this 
consciousness more than I can tell. It is 
not merely sentiment, but reality, as we 
who have had experience in this work can 
testify. 
ISSUES. 

We have issued about 80,000 blankets, 
from 50 to 60,000 cushions, of which 
the Government supplies almost none; 
43,000 bed-ticks, to be filled to meet emer- 
gencies in temporary hospitals, and but for 
_ which the soldiers would have had to le 
for days and sometimes weeks on the floor 
or ground; from 50 to 60,000 pillows, 
130,000 pillow cases, about 20,000 pillow 
ticks, to be filled with hay or straw, 60,000 
quilts, 119,000 sheets, 255,000 towels, 
300,000 pairs of drawers of different kinds, 
275,000 handkerchiefs, over 400,000 shirts, 


different kinds, 230,000 socks, nearly 40,000 - 


wrappers, 30,000 cans of meat, and about 
30 tons of canned milk. Many of these 
articles are not furnished by the Govern- 
ment at all. An account is kept of every 
article issued, and constant reference is 
made to the record. 


SPECIAL RELIEF WORK. 


This special relief department is doing 
not merely a supplemental work to the 
Government, but a work which the Govern- 
ment has never undertaken and probably 
never would undertake. We have, in fact, 
the whole work in our hands—that of caring 
for soldiers where, but for us, no provision 
would be made. Since the commencement 
of our work we have received in our Homes 
over half a million of men, and spent over 
half a million of dollars. We have 20 or 
30. Lodges in different parts of the country, 
wherever they are wanted. We have now 
engaged in this work forty or fifty agents. 
The expense is large, it is true, but we be- 
lieve it is justified. 

My friends, if I could only convey to you 
the feelings of the soldiers, their constant, 
grateful expressions for what they receive 
from the hands of the Commission, you 
would be able to carry home with you the 
couscious assurance that the gifts which 
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your various societies are furnishing are 
blessings to the wounded and suffering sol- 
diers. (Applause. ) 


REMARKS OF COL. RAY HAWKINS. 


After speaking of his wounds and priva- 
tions, he said, as he was not yet able to re- 
turn to the front, he felt like doing some- 
thing for the cause. 

I consulted some gentlemen about the 
Sanitary Commission. Their answer was, 
“We would like to give money to that 
cause if we only knew that the soldiers 
would getit.” “ Well,” said I, ‘my friends, 
there is one thing very certain: if you don’t 
give they will never receive. It is your 
duty to give, and trust to Providence that 
the soldiers get it.” 

I began to work and worked on, and suf- 
fice it to say, that during the past six 
months [ have established in the States of 
Iowa, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Minne- 
sota, Missouri, and Kansas, over 300 Aux- 
iliary Aid Societies. (Applause. ) 

I believe there are few towns now in 
Illinois, Indiana, or Ohio, that have not an 
aid Society. Hven in Missouri, which has 
suffered so much from the rebellion, the 
loyal ladies are contributing their mites to 
the Sanitary Commission. And even in 
Kansas, in the city of Lawrence, that was 
burned by Quantrell’s men, and is rebuilt 
with board cabins, the loyal ladies had es- 
tablished an aid society, and were at work 
for the soldiers. (Applause) And through- 
out the entire West they hold their society 
meetings regularly, every week, one day 
being devoted each week to the soldiers. 
They make drawers, shirts, handkerchiefs, 
towels, bandages, and lint. I saw aged 
women, with trembling, palsied hands, pick- 
ing linen to pieces, and making lint for the 
wounded boys. 

If the ladies and gentlemen present to- 
night, could only visit the hospitals at Nash- 
ville, Chattanooga, Knoxville, and Atlanta; 
if you could go into the wards of the hos- 
pitals and see the sick and wounded boys 
when the Sanitary agent comes along, and 
distributes on each side, as he passes through, 
such things as the boys need to make*them 
comfortable and happy ; you would be assured 
of the success of the Commission. Per- 
chance some poor boy gets a little box of 
some delicate article, and finds the name of 
some dear friend at home labelled on it. 
Perchance the name of a sister or a mother 
is written upon the parcel, and he turns 
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over in his couch and says, ‘“‘ John, my sister 
has not forgotten me, though I have been 
so long away.’ If you could only see those 
countenances light up with gratitude towards 
the loyal people of the North, and especially 
the ladies that aregengaged in this noble 
enterprise, you would feel amply repaid and 
rewarded for your kind efforts at home. 
While they have been guarding your homes 
at the front, they rejoice to know that you 
have been caring for them, and toiling for 
them around the midnight lamp. 

The Sanitary Commission, | may safely 
say, has done as much good to the cause of 
liberty and humanity as would have been 
effected by thirty thousand recruits sent 
into the field. (Applause.) If you succeed 
by nursing in saving or curing one sick or 
wounded veteran, so that he is able to return 
to his regiment, it is equal to five raw 
recruits. or while every one of the five 
may make a good soldier, it takes time to do 
it. You can’t expect to take a man right 
from the plow and make a soldier of him 
immediately. Send him to the front, into 
the swamps of the South, and the chances 
are that in a few days he is taken sick and 
removed toa hospital, because he has not 
become acclimated, as the veterans have. 


REMARKS OF DR. BELLOWS. 


I do not know how your hearts are affected 
by hearing these words—the Army of the 
Cumberland, the Army of the Tennessee, 
the Army of the James, the Army of the 
Potomac—bandied about from lip to lip, in 
connection with the Sanitary Commission ; 
as if it were an every day thought, a simple 
and easy thing, that a benevloent, sponta- 
neous association like ours, should have a 
nation in ifs arms, and an army spreading 
all over this vast continent, the object of its 
daily solicitation and its care. Tor one, I 
feel a devout, a humble, an inexpressible 
gratitude to the Almighty God, who has 
permitted an association to come into being, 
and to organize an enterprise that for three 
years has been sustained by the people of 
this country in carrying on a work so sublime 
in its magnitude, so vast in its reach, so in- 
finite, I might almost say, in its details, so 
deep, so high in its motives, spreading so 
far; and yet, in the magnificent scope of its 
enterprise, not forgetting the least duty or 
opportunity in which the soldier could be 
helped, from one end of this vast field to 
the other, and the largest ever occupied by 
armies and for the longest time in which 
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such vast armies were ever before on a field 
of war. ‘There is a grandeur in the work 
which the people of the United States have 
undertaken, and in which the women of 
America have performed go large a part, an 
enterprise which has united the whole 
people in one great work of benevolence ; 
which now has stretched itself from one end 
to the other of this vast continent; as well 
known on the slope of the Pacific as it is 
here on the Atlantic. The hearts of those 
people, three thousand miles from yours, 
are beating in the strictest unison, combined 
and united in one perfect plan, working with 
you as if you were sprung from them, a. 
wheel in the same coach ; so that their sym- 
pathies, affections and intelligence, corres- 
pond absolutely, with perfect, practical ex- 
actness to yours, in the objects, purposes and 
modes of operation connected with this San- 
itary Commission. I cannot tell you the 
emotions of joy, and pride, and national 
glory which filled my soul after sailing six 
thousand miles around our continent, to find 
on the Pacific coast American men and 
women feeling precisely as we did, and not 
only expressing our own familiar national 
thoughts and ideas, but uttering our humane 
and philanthropic sentiments in regard to. 
this Commission, in the identical style and 
with the identical feelings that 1 had left 
here at home. It gave me a conception of 
the more than collossus thought that could 
stride this continent, rest its feet on opposite 
shores, and poising itself, could reach down 
from its extended limbs to one common 
heart which animated a pair of correspond- 
ing arms that were active in the great min- 
istration of love to our great American army. 
(Applause. ) 
And when I find the same ideas filling 
the hearts and souls of the men and women 
on both sides of the continent, from the 
farthest north down to the deepest south, 
except where the angry blood of rebellion 
and secession stops the progress of human 
sentiments and ideas, then Lextend my eye, 
and in all parts of the world, in all lan- 
guages, rejoice to hear sympathy expressed 
for this great American work. It occupies 
the thoughts and feelings of journals in 
French, German, and English. I picked 
up accidentally, on my own study table, as 
I left this evening, a powerful review in the 
best English Medical Journal on the work 
of the American Sanitary Commission. I. 
picked up the London Globe, and there 
were three columns devoted to the Sanitary 
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Commission. I took up the London News, 
and found two columns devoted to it. And 
in all of them were expressions of amaze- 
ment and surprise that the semi-barbarous 
people of America, who were incapable of 
self-eovernment, and were going to rack and 
ruin on account of their ignorance of the 
principles of law and government; had yet 
succeeded in producing, through this or- 
ganization, such results that they stood 
before the world, in this particular alone, as 
a type of a civilized community and a chris- 
tianized people. (Applause.) Don’t you 
think that we have, all of us who have sus- 
tained this enterprise from the beginning, 
some right to pluck up courage and thank 
God, and determine to go on to the end; 
making this work, to which we have pledged 
ourselves, from this time forward, more 
effective, more skillful, more humane, more 
tender, more generous, more complete. 
(Applasue.) I, who have studied this 
matter, and have been in a position to know 
the character of its work, pledge myself to 
you that, if it is not well carried on, if it is 
not all that it ought to be, in point of pru- 
dence, of exactness, of thorough fidelity on 
the part of agents, it has these imperfections 
not from the want of the most prayerful, the 
most intense, the most constant devotion on 
the part of those who have this business in 
hand. This country does not know, and it 
igs not important it should know, and cer- 
tainly I am not here to boast that I know, 
the men who have worked shoulder to 
shoulder, hand in hand, with me since the 
beginning of this war. But I know their 
daily toils and their daily anxiety in regard 
to the pecuniary burden that has pressed 
upon them. I know how solemn they have 
felt their responsibility to be in organizing 
the general operations, in which every dollar 
spent becomes a matter of anxious invest- 
igation. Every bill must be passed in our 
daily session, every point scrutinized, and 
every guard and every caution invented and 
applied, that human ingenuity can search 
out, to secure a wise expenditure of the 
money placed in our hands. 

And do you know what pulling and haul- 
ing we have had with our active agents in 
the field? Mr. Knapp has spoken to you. 
I wish Dr. Newberry, who represents the 
Western Department, had also spoken to you. 
The agents in the field, who see the suffer- 
ing, are rummaging at our stores to pull out 
supplies; wanting to spend more money, 
telling us the work is not half done, and 
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that they need-a great deal more of every 
article and more liberty to spend. They 
pull at our heart-strings and resources of 
treasure and supplies in every shape and 
form; and here we stand, the guardians of 
the people’s money that has been put into 
our hands, checking them, cutting them off, 
cautioning them, beseeching them not to 
make such heavy requisitions, sending down 
people to inquire if they cannot do with 
less. And thus, between this upper and 
nether millstone, this business is ground 
out with pain, anxiety and controversy, such 
as the apostles had together. We have this 
strife among ourselves, and what is it for ? 
It is a strife between those anxious to be 


-faithful on one side to the soldier, and on 


the other to the people, who supply the 
necessaries and means of helping the sol- 
dier. 

And then we hear criticisms made by 
idle tongues that don’t know what they are 
talking about, by persons that have never 
been down and investigated the matter; and 
if they had, could not know much better 
than before they went the facts of the case 
—persons who stick their heads into a 
barrel, and then pretend to give wise counsels 
about a business that must be studied like 
a profession to be understood. I deny that 
anybody knows and is competent to criticise 
the operations of the Sanitary Commission, 
who has not devoted his time for months to 
it, any more than he is competent to criticise 
the business affairs of Stewart, or any other 


‘mercantile concern whose dealings amount 


to millions, and whose trade extends over a 
whole continent. How do you think he 
would value the criticism of one, who, after 
looking into his books of account for half an 
hour, should feel himself competent to inform 
the public that his business was not con- 
ducted in a way satisfactory to them? 
(Laughter.) I assure you, so far as [ am 
concerned, and as the gentlemen of the San- 
itary Commission are concerned, we have 
profound peace in our consciences as to our 
designed fidelity to the vastest trust, per- 
haps, that has ever been committed by the 
benevolence of any people on the face of the 
earth, to a small number of men. We feel 
this to our heart’s core, and God send the 
time when the burden can be lifted from 
our shoulders and hearts, and we can give 
back to the people the trust that they have 
confided to our hands. Meanwhile, I ask 
you to trust us a little longer. We shall 
not run away, and the time will come when 
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you will have an opportunity of looking 
very closely into all our affairs. 

But let me say, we have very little. to 
complain of after all, and I take it, no more 
criticism or jealousy exists than must in- 
evitably attend the organization and opera- 
tious of an institution so extensive, so rami- 
fied, and that has so much in its hands. 
Therefore, grateful for the confidence that 
the women and men of the country have 
reposed in us thus far, we say that we have 
succeeded, and we are succeeding, and we 
are confident that we are going to succeed 
to the end of the last chapter and page of 
this great war in which we are engaged. 
Dear California, so far off that she cannot 
see us, trusts us with her young fresh heart, 
as if we were real apostles sent down from 
heaven, and pours out her gold and silver 
into our hands. When I went there I 
found not a particle of distrust. The only 
question was, What means shall we adopt 
to do more for the Sanitary Commission ? 
(Applause.) And her people went to work 
to do about twice as much as they had ever 
done before, and when I left there they had 
about a dozen agents in the field establish- 
ing Aid Societies in every town of fifty in- 
habitants throughout the whole coast, so that 
there will not be a little agricultural hamlet 
in all that region that will not, in the course 
of the next three months, be forwarding its 
means into our hands. When I proposed 
to establish dime societies there, ‘ Dime !” 
said they, “‘ you mean half-dollar; that is 
the least anybody here is willing to give.” 
(Laughter.) Only yesterday we received a 
‘‘ oold-telegram,”’ informing us that we 
could draw from the banks $16,000 in gold, 
the first instalment on the new arrangement, 
probably the product of a single month of 
labor. Two thousand more came from a 
little place called Nappa, where they must 
be all pretty wide awake, I think, in spite 
of the name. (Laughter.) Such is the spirit 
that prevails there and should prevail here. 
You are more occupied here, called upon in 
a great variety of ways to give, but let us 
hope for still greater success in our efforts 
here in this cause. 

Let me say to the lady delegates, that 
they may be particular and minute in their 
inquiries. Put me in the witness-box to- 
morrow. We promise to tell you the pre- 
cise truth and give you all the information 
we have in our power to give. Continue in 
the good work in which you are engaged. 
After you are satisfied with your explora- 
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tions, return to the fields from which you 
came encouraged, and with the blessing of 
God, the smiles and approbation of all good 
men, the gratitude of the army, and the ad- 
miration of your country, go on aiding the 
gracious Commission, and flooding the re- 
sources of this Central Aid Society with 
the stores that we so much need. For re- 
member, that a few months ago that 80 per 
cent. of all our supplies were in kind, but 
now we have .come to the pitch when 80 
per cent. are bought with the people’s 
money. I tell you it isa sad state of things 
when we are obliged to go into the market 
and buy supplies. Hitherto seven millions 
of all we have distributed have been gifts 
in kind, about three millions is all we have 
received in money. We shall spend it all 
very rapidly if the people do not wake up 
to the duty of sending in, as they have 
done in times past, supplies in kind. It is 
from your aid societies that we must find 
that life blood that shall enable us to con- 
tinue our work to the end. Don’t fail us; 
don’t let the country fail us in this great 
and glorious work. (Applause.) — 

Prof. Hircucock then introduced the 
Rev. Dr. Adams. 

The Rev. Dr. ADAMs said: If I were to 
ask this audience in what respect the 
speeches of Dr. Bellows and Mr. Knapp 
differ from the medical department of the 
government, I suppose you would respond 
that they need no supplement. I had come 
here with the intention of saying a few 
words, more in the way of expressing my 
interest in this subject, than in any supposed 
necessity for arguing with any who are 
skeptical concerning it. But at this late - 
this hour I think the best favor I can ren- 
der to the audience, is not to detain them 
with any remarks. 

The doxology was sung and the conyen- 
tion adjourned. 


LADIES MORNING MEETING. 

In an upper room of the Vooper Union 
the delegates met on the following morning, © 
to listen to details of the work from persons 
officially connected with the Commission. 
The meeting was largely attended, and 
greatly interested in what was said by the 
several speakers. 

Dr. Bellows read a letter from Dr. Gor- 
don Buck, of New York, regretting that he 
was unable to attend the meeting, and pay- 
ing a high tribute to the work accomplished 
by the Sanitary Commission. 
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A large diagram, representing the various 
branches of the Commissicn, was placed be- 
hind the platform, by means of which the 
workings of the Commission were explained. 

Dr. Bellows said that the most important 
part of the work was represented by the 
ladies who furnish the stores and supplies. 
He also explained the character of the or- 
ganization. The central depot is at Wash- 
ington, where the Board holds stated meet- 
ings. . 

The Central Committee, which consists 
of five members, is stationed in this city. 
It had been found necessary to compose the 
Committee of men who could meet fre- 
quently, and therefore it was necessary that 
they should reside here. This Committee, 
which has entire charge of the Commission 
when the Board is not in session in Wash- 
ington, meets daily at three o’clock. Re- 
cently, two members have been added, one 
fron Boston and one from Philadelpeia, 
_ who meet with. the Committee twice a 
month. 

The General Secretary is the executive 
officer, and lives in New York. He fre- 
quently visits the field, and makes himself 
acquainted with the work performed, and 

the manner in which the officers of the 
Commission perform their duties. The 
Standing Committee also visits the field 
from time to time, and inspects the work of 
the Commission. The General Secretary 
reports to the Standing Committee. 

The speaker said that the wisdom and 
skill of the founders of the Commission was 
proved by the fact that it has remained un- 
changed since it went into operatian. The 
method and plans upon which it was formed 
were carefully designed, and founded on 
study and experience; and there has been 
no occasion to alter its workings. It is not 
a sentimental humane association, designed 
to embarrass the work of the government, 
nor to enervate the soldier, but to encourage 
the medical department of the army, and 
to help the government, the army, and the 
country. 

in speaking of the workings of the Com- 
mission, the speaker said that it had not 
been the object of the Society to keep itself 
before the people more than was necessary 
to accomplish its work. He believed that 
much was done by the Commission for 
which the government received the credit, 
and he was willing that the credit of its 
labors should go to the government. 

The Commission is divided into two de- 
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partments, the Eastern and Western, with 
principal depots at Washington and Louis- 
ville. Hach department is under the direc- 
tion of an Associate Secretary, who guides 
and controls the several agents under his 
supervision. 

The speaker said an experienced and 
capable man was constantly employed in 
buying stores for the Commission. In this 
city a committee, consisting of Messrs. A. 
A. Low, Jonathan Sturges, and W. B Astor, 
examine the financial condition of the Com- 
mission at stated periods. 

Dr. Bellows explained the workings of 
the office in Washington. He said that it 
was opened at daylight, business commenc- 
ing at seven o’clock, and closing at eleven 
P.M. During the night a servant answered 
the bell, and supplied all proper requisitions. 
From this depot fifteen army posts and 
general hospitals are daily supplied with 
stores. Besides the daily calls from hos- 
pitals, there are at least one hundred appli- 
cants for individual relief, together with 
philanthropic ladies who solicit goods to dis- 
tribute among sick and wounded soldiers. 
Kach of these applicants has to be attended 
to, requiring much time and labor on the 
part of those employed by the Commission. 
In addition to the business transacted at the 
Washington office, general intelligence is 
given to strangers seeking information. It 
is, in fact, a general encyclopedia of mili- 
tary knowledge, to which hotel-keepers and 
others direct persons inquiring for regiments, 
brigades, or divisions. Lists are kept of' all 
the surgeons in the various departments. 
There women, wives, fathers, boys, and 
others, go to learn of their friends. 

The Home, which is near the railroad 
depot, has several hundred beds, where 
soldiers who have become separated from 
their commands, or for other reasons, having 
no place to sleep, are accommodated every 
night. There are twenty-five similar Homes. 
throughout the country (although not so 
large), including those in Georgia. 

As many as five hundred persons have 
visited the office in Washington during one 
day, on business. 

The speaker explained the rigor of the 
army regulations, and the difhculty experi- 
enced by men in obtaining necessary sup- 
plies, which were at hand, but which could 
not properly be provided according to reg- 
ulations. He said that these restrictions on 
the part of the government were necessary. 
Dr. Bellows added, that if the government 
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had twice as many officers, and five times as 
many supplies, it could not dothe work now 
done by the Sanitary Commission. . 

A lady handed the speaker a note, asking 
him to give some information in respect to 
the salaries paid to the officers of the Com- 
mission. 

Dr. Bellows said that the Commission did 
not often employ volunteer agents, and that 
they did spend a good deal of money on 
salaries. They must have men who would 
be under rigid discipline, and would perform 
the work required of them. They did it to 
be economical. ‘The Board received no re- 
muneration, and the largest salary paid is 
to the General Secretary, who must be a 
man of ability, and whose entire time is 
given to the service. Fortunately, they had 
thus far been able to get men for moderate 
salaries. They employed from two hundred 
to five hundred men at an average of two 
dollars a day, less than was paid to mechanics. 

The address of Dr. Bellows was interest- 
ing throughout, and at times eloquent. 

At the close of his speech, the audience 
was addressed by Mrs. Barker, Hospital 
Visitor from Washington, and A. M. Sperry, 
Auxiliary Relief Agent from City Point. 
The meeting was in every respect a success, 
and the delegates separated with good cheer 
in the work, retiring to their homes renewed 
in spirit and purpose for future work. 


DELEGATES 


Present at Soldiers’ Aid Society Council, New York, 
November 16 and 17, 1864. 


ASSOCIATE MANAGERS. 


Miss F.-Arnold, Eastern Westchester Co., N. Y. 

Mrs. W. D. Hamlin, Eastern Oneida Co., N. Y- 

Mrs. George Letchworth, Northern Cayuga Co., 
Nowe 

Mrs. Wm. Starr Miller, North Western Dutchess 
Co., N, Y. 

Mrs. E. H. Redfield, Western Orange Co., N. Y. 

Miss G. B. Schuyler, South Western Westchester 
Co., Ns 

Mrs. Emma P. Thurber, Onondaga Co., N. Y. 

Mrs. C. E. Bacon, Northern Fairfield Co., Conn. 

Mrs. Benjamin Douglas, Middlesex Co., Conn, 

Mrs. John Olmsted, Hartford Oo., Conn. 

Mrs. Lydia R. Ward, South-eastern Fairfield Co., 
Conn. 

Mrs. Eliza Howard Powers, Paterson, N. J. 


NEW YORK. 


Annandale, Mrs. J. C. Cruger. 
Mrs. Ab. Staatz. 
Mrs. C. E. Sands. 
Mrs. John Bard. 
Ashford, Miss Jane Losee. 
Auburn, Mrs. C. H. Merriman. 
Mrs. Kirby, Samaritan Society 





Belfast, Miss Mary Truesdell. 
Broadalbin, Mrs. C. 8. Jerome. 
Brooklyn, Mrs. J. S. T. Stranahan. 
Mrs. S. B. Caldwell. 
Mrs. G. B. Archer. 
Mrs. N. Burchard. 
Mrs. J. Emery. 
Mrs. Halliday. 
Mrs. W. J. Miller. 
Miss Manning. 
Miss S. A. Perkins. 
Miss M. Stranahan. 
Mrs. Jesse Smith. 
Mrs. W. Cornell. 
Mrs. W. C. Goddard. 
Mrs. F. E. Taylor. 
Mrs. D. 8. Mills. 
Mrs. J. S. Turner. 


Cape Vincent, Mrs. H. A. House. 
Dobb's Ferry, Mrs. J. M. Ackerman. 
Miss A. A. Hotchkiss. 
Dunkirk, Mrs. O. S. Winans. 
Ellenville, Mrs. George A. Dudley. 
Mrs. William C. Derby. 
Mrs. Alfred Neafie. 
Garrisons, Miss Arden. 
Mrs. H. W. Belcher. 
Mrs. W.S. Livingston. 
Mrs. F. Livingston. 
Glen Cove, Miss H. Valentine. 
Miss EH. Coles. 
Miss E. Craft. 
Gloversville, Mrs?M. Lebar. 
Mrs. E. W. Burlingame. 
Goshen, Mrs. E. A. Redfield. . 
Harlem, Mrs E. B. Haddem. 
Mrs. EH. H. Gillette. 
Mrs. J. L. Uolby. 
Harrison, Mrs. David Haviland. 
Mrs. Joseph Park, 
Mrs. James Griffin. 
Mrs. W. F. Haviland. 
Miss Sarah Griffin. 
Miss M. Leaman. 
Mrs. Grady. 
Irvington, Mrs. Thomas. 
Mrs. Crosby. 
Mrs. R. M. Blatchford. 
Mrs. Brown. , 
Miss Dutcher. 
Miss Mulhollen. 
Kingston, Miss Angela Tappan. 
Leonardsville, Mrs. Isaac Brown. 
Mamaroneck, Mrs. A. N. Locke. 
Miss M. E. Knapp. 
Miss J. Halsted. 
Mrs. E. T. Stanley. 
Mrs. J. P. Lyon. 
Newburgh, Mrs. E. Hasbrouck. 
Mrs. L. P. Dodge. 


North White Creek, Mrs. Moneypenny. 
Nyack, Mrs. John G. Gunn. 
Oblong, Miss Mary S. Cline. 

Miss Clara C. Reed. 


‘Palisades, Mrs. Greenleaf. 


Mrs. Park. 
Peekskill, Mrs. Dr. Stewart. 

Miss Mills. 

Mrs. G. F. Hussey. 
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Potsdam, Miss O. 8. Partridge. 
Bi fica Mrs. Richard Bayley. 
Miss Julia N. Crosby. 
Pulaski, Mrs. A. C. Burton. 
Miss M. J. Ingersoll 
Rhinebeck, Mrs. Stephen Schuyler. 
Mrs. William Cross. 
Mrs. W. Starr Miller. 
Mrs. Lewis Marquat. 
Miss Eliza S. Bowne. 
Schenectady, Miss Maria Potter. 
Singsing, Mrs. Ryder. 
Mrs. Pentz. 
Mrs. Cunningham. 
Mrs. Woodruff. 
Mrs. Campbell. 
Mrs. Smith. 
Miss Snowden. 
Miss Van Cortlandt. 
Miss Carpenter. 
Miss Ludlum. 
Somers, Miss Sarah Brown. 
South Brooklyn, Mrs. E. Shapter. 
Mrs. J. Miller. 
Mrs. 8. B. Caldwell. 
Syracuse, Mrs. Emma P. Thurber. 
Tappan, Mrs. F. B. Lewis. 
Tarrytown, Mrs. William 8S. Wilson. 
Mrs. G. S. Davis. 
Mrs. Wheeler. 
Mrs. McCutcheon. 
Miss Hoffiman. 
Reformed Dutch Church, Mrs. Frank 
Vincent. 
-Miss F. A. Thompson. 
Miss A. D. Cobb. 
Troy, Mrs. J. Lansing Van Schoonhoven. 
Upper Red Hook, Mrs. Mooney. 
Utica, Mrs. William Hamlin. 
Waterloo, Mrs. Col. Barton. 
Waverley, Miss Mary Turner. 
West Winfield, Mrs. Walker. 
Miss H. Stout. 
White Plains, Mrs. R. Berrian. 
_ Mrs. J. J. Clapp. 
Miss A. Silliman. 
Miss P. Underhill. 
Yonkers, Mrs. G. Hilton Scribner. 
Mrs. Cyrus Cleveland. 
Mrs. S. Hibbard. 
Mrs. J. Lawrence. 
Mrs. Davidson. 
Mrs. Brett. 
' Mrs. Leib. 
Mrs. Clapp. 
Mrs. Rich. 
iy Mrs. Walsh. 
Miss Walsh. 


CONNECTICUT. 


Bridgeport, Miss Lydia R. Ward. 
Miss Sarah C. Ward. 
Central Waterford, Mrs. D. P. Rogers. 
Mrs. Edmund Darrow. 
Cheshire, Mrs. Mary J. Doolittle. 
Danbury, Mrs. C. E. Bacon. 
Hast Bridgeport, Mrs. L. E. Nelson. 
Mrs. S. ©. Kingman. 
Hast Haddam, Miss Lucretia Brainerd. 
Mrs. Jehiel Williams. 


Georgetown, Mrs. Sturges Bennett. 
Greenwich, Mrs. Mark Banks. 
Mrs. J. H. Linsley. 
Hartford, Mrs. John Olmsted. 
Lakeville, Mrs. M. H. Williams. 
Mrs. 8S. S. Robbins. 
Mrs. M. H. Robbins. 
Middletown, Mrs. Benjamin Douglas. 
New Haven, Mrs. A. N. Skinner. 
Miss J. W. Skinner. 
New London, Mrs. Albertson. 
Salisbury, Mrs. L. B. Werden. 
Southington, Mrs. E. C. Jones. 
Mrs. Joshua Fletcher, 
South Manchester, Mrs. George W. Cheney. 
South Norwalk, Miss H. Aymar. 
Miss Emma Cape. 
Miss Mary Hill. 
Westbrook, Mrs. A. A. Spencer. 
Miss Sarah E. Burr. 
Wethersfield, Miss Fanny Stanton. 


RHODE ISLAND. 
Newport, Mrs. Berry. 
Providence, Mrs. Hoppin. 


NEW JERSEY. 
Camden, Mrs. H. &. Miller. 
Dover, Mrs. H. Lindsley. 
Mrs. Dr. Condict. 
Elizabeth, Miss Baker. 
Jersey City, Mrs. Wilbur. 
Mrs. Sauzade. 
Keyport, Mrs. H. E. Bishop. 
Mrs. H. H. Seabrook. 
New Providence, Mrs. Jarvis Johnson. 
Mrs. Daniel A. Valentine. 


’ Orange, Mrs. Theron Baldwin. 


Miss Hillyer. 
Miss Anne Tierson. 
Paterson, Mrs. Henry Clark. 
Miss Mary Quin. 
Mrs. A. Stoutenborough. 
Mrs. E. H. Powers. 
Plainfield, Mrs. Rev. T. S. Brown. 
Mrs. Dr. C. H. Stillman. 
Miss Mary H. Coon. 
Rahway, Miss W. Edgar. 
Miss G. Degraw. 
Miss Shedden. 
Red Bank, Mr. Dunnell. 
Shrewsbury, Mrs. L. C. Williams. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

Holyoke, Mrs. William G. Porter. 
Mrs. J. M. Burns. 
North Egremont and Great Barrington, Mrs. Sulli- 


van. 

Shelburne Falls, Mrs. Dr. A. H. Taylor. 

Stockbridge, Mrs. Jonathan Field. : 
VERMONT. 

Brattleboro, Mrs. Davenport, Assoc. Man. N. E. 

WetAs A. 

Rutland, Mrs. Ripley, Assoc. Man. N. HE. W. A. A. 
MICHIGAN. 

Detroit, Mrs. Stearns. 
CANADA. 


Toronto, Mr. George H. Folts. 
Miss Mary E. Folts. 
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Number of Soldier’s Aid Societies represented, 
92. Number of Delegates, 213. 
_ We shall be glad to kave made known to us 
any errors or omissions in the above list. 


HOSPITAL GARDENS, 
BY M. C. READ. 
CuatTranooga, TENN., \ 
November 19, 1864. 

In sending you a final report of the issues 
from the hospital gardens at this place, I 
cannot deny myself the gratification of a 
brief reference to a few of the military and 
medical officers whose hearty co-operation 
has rendered it so eminently successful, 
since without their aid and protection, no- 
thing could have been accomplished. 

To Dr. Perine, at that time Medical Di- 
rector, we are mdebted for bringing the 
subject to the attention of the General com- 
manding the Department, who readily grant- 
ed all necessary orders to protect us in the 
possession of the premises, and to prevent 
all tresspassing. 

LOCATION. 

The grounds were chosen after a careful 
reconnoissance of the whole neighborhood, 
in company with Dr. Salter, who was re- 
quested by Dr. Perine to make the selection. 
A fertile tract was found, bordered on one 
side by the Tennessee, on one by Citico 
Creek, while a continuous woods from which 
a fence could readily be made, skirted the 
other sides. It was situated near the town, 
at a point where no military roads were re- 
quired, and when in any possible attack or 
defence of the post, it was scarcely possible 
hostile forces would ever cross it. 


TOOLS. 


As soon as the grounds were selected, 
details were furnished on the orders of Maj. 
Gen. Steedman, then Post Commandant, to 
fence and work it. He authorized us to re- 
plenish our stock of tools by impressments 
from the country, and the tools thus 
gathered were promptly repaired, and others 
made to order by Capt. H. M. Smith, 
Quartermaster in charge of Government 
shops. 

HORSES. 


When in the early stages of the enter- 
prise, the want of horses seemed likely 
to cause an entire abandonment of the 
work, permission was obtained to select 
such as might be made serviceable, from 
the corrals of disabled animals, and these 
under careful treatment so improved that 
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all the work has been done by them, and at 
the close of the season, we have seventeen ser- 
viceable animals, any one of which is worth 
more than they all were when taken from — 
the corral. Through the assistance of Capt. 
Clark, Quartermaster for the hospitals, we 
obtained these animals and forage for them, 
and have received constant and almost 
daily assistance which was indispensable to 
success. 
CONVALESCENTS. 


To Drs. Cloak and Salter, successively 
Medical Directors of the Post, we were in- 
debted for constant favors; and in the midst 
of the season when details could not other- 
wise be procured for the necessary care of 
the crops, through the kindness of these 
officers, arrangements were made to send 
convalescents from the hospitals for light 
duty at the gardens, who went into a tem- 
porary convalescent camp, were worked as 
they were able to work, fed freely upon 
vegetables, gradually inured to exercise and 
exposure, and after a few weeks, forwarded 
to their regiments, better fitted to endure 
the hardships of the camp, than if they had 
been sent directly from the hospitals. 

To all of these officers, to the command- 
ing officers of the colored troops, and to 
many others, have we been indebted for 
that constant assistance, without which the 
work could not have been prosecuted, and 
which has been uniformly rendered with 
that hearty good will, and with such ex- 
pressions of interest in the work as proved 
that its value was fully appreciated. 

Copies of reports made to the Medical 
Director of the Post, from the Surgeons in 
charge here, have already been forwarded 
to you, and the table enclosed will show — 
you the aggregate issues from the garden, 
a good supply of winter radishes and tur- 
nips yet remaining to be gathered. ay 

We have furnished seeds for several 
regimental, brigade, and headquarter gar- 
dens, and in some instances, tools for their 
cultivation. 

PICKLES. 


The pickles we are making at the rooms 
from the unripened tomatoes, after sending 
to the hospitals all that could be put up 
there, would sell in any of the Northern 
markets for more than the entire cost of the 
gardens, while the cash value of the vegeta- 
bles issued, estimated at a price less than 
one-half the rates charged by citizens, who 
have peddled their vegetables during the 
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season, is, as you will see, over $66,000, 
which in a pecuniary point of view may be 
taken as the profits of the enterprise. 


PLAN OF DISTRIBUTION. 


The vegetables were distributed on the 
principle that the sick and wounded in hos- 
pital should be first supplied, then that all 
the sick and convalescent out of hospital 
should be reached, and whatever surplus 
there should be at any time after these de- 
mands were met, should be distributed to 
all the troops in and about Chattanooga. 
As opportunity offered, occasional supplies 
were sent during the campaign to the hos- 
pitals toward the front, but of necessity, the 
most of them were distributed here. 

The value of these issues is not to be 
estimated in dollars and cents. The first 
wounded brought to Chattanooga were sup- 
lied on the day of their arrival with 
fresh vegetables from the garden, and from 
that time daily issues, Sundays excepted, 
have been made throughout the season ; 
while during much of the time no vegeta- 
bles could possibly have been obtained if 
this source of supply had not existed. And, 
as by universal testimony, a generous sup- 
ply of vegetable food is indispensable to the 
recovery of the sick and wounded, who, 
during an active campaign, have been sup- 
plied only with the ordinary portable 
rations, the restored health of many soldiers, 


and the lives of many actually saved, should 


be taken as the net profits of the work. 
For the value of this return, there is no 
possible pecuniary estimate. Let the wife 
‘or mother, or children of the soldier who 
has been restored to them in health, esti- 
mate if possible the value of the supple- 
mental aid, without which the best atten- 
tion and the highest skill might have proved 
unavailing, and his return have become im- 
possible. 

For this year the work of the gardens is 
nearly finished. Most of the ground has 
been plowed for spring planting, and the 
men are repairing the tools and putting 
everything in order for early work. 


GARDENER. 
Mr. Wills, the gardner, has labored with 


untiring energy, has taken a commendable 
pride in the garden, and has achieved a 
success worthy of his efforts. His head- 
quarters are a model of taste, commanding 
a view of the greater part of the grounds, 
and are erected upon a symmetrical Indian 
mound, the slopes and top of which have 
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been covered with a profusion of flowers. 
Its beauty has commanded the admiration 
of every visitor, and the demand for the 
gardener’s papers of seed for flowers, have 
been exceeded only by the demand for his 
vegetables. 

A report of the yield of the garden, and 
copies of the reports from the surgeons in 
charge of the hospitals here, have been 
forwarded to General Thomas, and I doubt 
not he will authorize the continuance of 
the work another year, if this point is to be 
occupied as a military post. 

The experience of this season satisfies me 
that such gardens are both economical and 
indispensable, and that the convalescents of 
the army, if properly organized, could be 
made available for the cultivation of vege- 
tables sufficient for the entire demands 
during the summer, and with great benefit 
to the health and habits of the men. 


SUPPLIES ISSUED. 


Abstract of Issues from the Hospital Garden of the 
U. 8. Sanitary Commission at Chattanooga, Ten- 
nessee, Aprii 15 to November 14, 1864. 


Lettuce, 1,289 bush. | Turnips and win- 

Beets, POGS ES ter radishes, 714 bush. 
Onions, 1,407‘ Cucumbers, 2,693 doz. 
Mustard, 496 Summer squash, 4,526 no. 
Potatoes, (Irish) 90434 “ Cabbage, 10,761 heads 
Radishes, 7a Ute Table corn, 107,562 ears. 
Peas, 442 ‘ Okra, 1,717 doz. 
Snap beans, Stag So Peppers, 958 “ 
Lima “ Pag cs Melons, 1,668 no 
Tomatoes, 269 ve Winter squash, 312 *t 
Sweet potatoes, 384. Pumpkins, BG Zire 
Spinach, SS GS* Flower seeds, 5,779 papers 





Kstimated value at Chattanooga, $66,- 
375 70. 

The crop of winter radishes and turnips 
remain to be issued. 


MAJOR GENERAL THOMAS. 


CHATTANOOGA, 
fou. 24, 1864. 


ORDER OF 


Dr. J. S. NEWBERRY, 


Sec. Western Department U. S. Sanitary Commission. 

My Dear Sir :—Enclosed you will find 
copy of General Thomas’ order for the cul- 
tivation of the gardens at this post, for the 
coming season. 

Mr. Wills will return North soon, and 
will make out lists and amounts of seed 
required. It is important that the seeds be 
purchased and forwarded, so that the work 
can commence early, and go on without 
interruption. I will write to-night to Mr. 
Newton of the Agricultural Department, 
and secure a-supply from him, but of course 
nota largeamount. Shall make immediate 


eefforts to enrich the gardens on the moun- 


tain. Yours truly, 


M. C. REAp. 
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Heap Qrs. Dept. oF THE CUMBERLAND, 
CuatTanooGa, Tenn., Nov. 23, 1864. 


Special Field Orders, No. 321. 


Extract. 
>K kK K k * * 


IV. The protection heretofore furnished 
the Sanitary Commission, in the cultivation 
of abandoned lands, for the benefit of hos- 
pitals, &c., is hereby renewed, and its 
authority extended over the brigade garden 
02 Lookout Mountain. 

Kvery preparation will be made for keep- 
ing the gardens under its control, in full 
cultivation for the ensuing year. 

* aK * > * * 
By command of Major Gen. Thomas, 


SouTHARD HOFFMAN, 
Assistant Adjutant General. 


Mr. Reap, 


Ageut Sanitary Commission. 


EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS AT RED RIVER. 
BY JOHN STEVENS, JR. 
NEw ORLEANS, 

Oct. 25, 1864. 
Dr. Gro. A. BLAKE, 

Dear Sir :—At the invitation of Col. 
Dwight, Commissioner of Exchange, I left 
in the steamer St. Marys for Red River, 
landing on the 21st inst. My boxes had an 
assortment of articles, such as stimulants, 
milk, beef stock and farina, with reading 
matter and many other things which would 
be acceptable to men who had tarried long 
in rebeldom, where they entered scantily 
furnished on account of sudden capture, 
and where they lived six months or more, 
without any additions in the way of comforts. 

We had some one hundred and fifty well 
clothed and well filled rebels, who evidently 
had enjoyed their stay in the city, even if it 
had been forced. 

Reaching the mouth of the Red River 
Jate Saturday evening, it was not till next 
morning that we were able to communicate 
with the rebel commissioners, and about 
noon, two of our /ate steamers came down 
the river with the white flag at the “ fore,” 
and the red and white ensign aft. 

A band, playing Bonnie Blue Flag, 
worked a response from our excursion boat, 
which joined us, with General McGinnis, 
from Morganzia, in the way of all good 
national airs, which were sweet music indeed 
to the crowd of poor, dirty, ragged creatures 


that crowded their decks, and whose ears® 


had too long been accustomed to their hate- 
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ful tunes. Real good Anglo-Saxon hurrahs 
would fill the air, contrasting pleasantly with 
the rebel yell which one has to hear to 
appreciate. 

The preliminary forms having been at- 
tended to, the exchanges were made, and 
those who had suffered a long imprisonment 
were free once more. 


THE OLD FLAG. ’ 


The color bearer of the 48th Ohio, many 
of whose regiment were captured at Mans- 
field, had, when surrounded, stripped his 
flag from the staff, and secreted it around 
his body. When in the stockade in Texas, 
it being rumored among the rebels that 
such was the case, a diligent search was 
made for it, but our men had shrewdly 
buried it. After resting some time in rebel 
soil it was dug up, and only slightly soiled, 
and stitched into the jacket of one of the 
captains, under the lining, and thus it 
passed 7s captivity. On the way down the 
river the men secretly made a flag-staff, so 
that the very instant they stepped on board 
our boat, after the exchange, they drew out 
from its long hiding place their good old 
flag, spreading it to the breeze. The effect 
can be imagined better than described ; 
Shouts, yells of defiance, and tears of joy 
followed, with no doubt many thanksgivings 
to God for His mercy in thus sparing them, 
to witness this triumph. 

Most of the men, physically, were in 
good condition. Some dozen or more were, 
however, suffering from chronic diarrhea, 
and my attention was soon directed to them. 
Some hot broth and stimulants relieved. 
them, but death had marked several for his 
own. One died in a few hours. There was 
no regular medical attendance at their place 
of confinement, and although not as cruel 
as in some other places, yet there was more 
neglect than humanity would allow. A, 
great many had died of scurvy, and no 
means had been taken to prevent it. As 
for clothing, there was not a whole decent 
garment in the crowd. Most were not even 
protected sufficiently for the season. As 
soon as we were settled, I had pails of milk 
punch ready for those who seemed ex- 
hausted, which with soft crackers, was rel- 
ished much. Getting a sergeant there, we 
distributed onions to the different messes. On 
our way home opened a box of newspapers, 
magazines, and a bundle of Testaments, with 
other little books, which were greedily 
seized; also writing paper, envelopes and 
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pens; so that all could send home the good 
tidings of their deliverance. 

About 4 p.M. on Monday we landed our 
motley crowd at New Orleans, where they 
were cared for by the officers of the depart- 
ment. 


THE SANITARY COMMISSION AND OUR RE- 
TURNED PRISONERS. 


BY D. J. BRIGHAM. 


With seven other agents of the Sanitary 
Commission, I started on Thursday, Octo- 
ber 27, for Fortress Monroe. Arrived there 
Friday afternoon, not knowing where we 
were going or for what purpose. We were 
there told that our destination was Savan- 
nah River; that we were all to go on differ- 
ent ships, each taking a quantity of Sanitary 
Commission stores on bvard, to be issued to 
our prisoners, on their return to Annapolis. 

On Tuesday, November 1, we received 
orders to go on board the different ships 
with our stores, so as to be in readiness to 

start at any time. We then divided the 
stores, giving to each one a share propor- 
tionate to the size of the vessel on which he 
was ordered, and in a short time I found 
myself on board the Gen. Sedgwick. 

Arrived at Port Royal on Saturday, No- 
vember 12. On the 15th we went to Beau- 
fort, came back to Port Royal the 17th. 

On Sunday, November 20, we started 
with the whole fleet fur the point of ex- 
change in the Savannah River. Opposite 
Fort Pulaski the river is filled with sunken 
vessels; no ships have passed above this 
obstruction till within a few weeks. By 
means of a skillful pilot we passed it in 
safety, and arrived at Venus Point, where 
the exchange is taking place. 

I went on board the Mew York (which 
was then receiving our prisoners) and there 
witnessed a scene of misery beyond any- 
thing I ever conceived. Many of our men 
were unable to walk. Most of them were 
barefooted, many of them without under- 
clothing, and their thin, wasted forms were 

qcovered with dirt and vermin. When they 
- found themselves on our vessels, their eyes, 
before without expression, were lighted up 
with new brilliancy; it seemed like the 
dawning of a new existence to them. When 
the hard-tack and coffee were given them, 
they were wild with joy, and each vied 
with the other in the quantity he could 
dispose of. Although it was with pain we 
Witnessed their misery, yet a feeling of 
happiness, that I have seldom before expe- 
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rienced, came over me on seeing their suf- 
ferings in a measure alleviated. 

We expected to get our load the next 
day, but did not until Tuesday, November 
22. I had my stores placed where I would 
have access to them easily, and about noon 
we received five hundred men, and started 
at 2 p.M. for the North, having on board a 
surgeon, to whom I reported as directed. 
We had a strong wind in our favor and 
went along very fast; were soon out to sea. 
I gave out 40 blankets, and by the Surgeon’s 
direction a large quantity of Government 
blankets ; also gave out numbers of tin-cups. 

Wednesday, November 23, awoke very 
sick, the vessel rolling and pitching ter- 
ribly. I went forward, and the mate and 
I, with eight men detailed to help us, and the 
cook, raised some stores from the hold. 
The men were then given a breakfast of 
army bread and coffee. I then brought up 
a quantity of canned milk and tomatoes, 
and gave them to the cook. For dinner 
they were given meat, pickles and ‘“ San. 
Com. soup,” as they called it, made of 
tomatoes, onions, meat and crackers. No- 
thing tasted so good to them as pickles and 
vinegar. During the day I gave out the 
shirts, socks, slippers and other goods. 
Every man who received these articles was 
in a very destitute condition, in fact almost 
naked. JI also gave out considerable medi- 
cine, liquor, &c., according to the surgeon’s 
directions. Went to bed as soon as dark ; 
was completely exhausted, having eaten 
nothing during the day; was soon rocked 
to sleep. 

Thursday awoke quite refreshed; found 
the storm had abated. The men were 
mostly well and feeling in good spirits. I 
made the acquaintance of a great many 
prisoners; and many a tale of hair-breadth 
escapes, recaptures, rebel cruelty and in- 
tense suffering was told. Many were intel- 
ligent men, who appreciated the service 
of the Commission highly. They said that 
one-third of the stores sent them, reached 
those for whom they were designed, the 
balance is given to those in rebel hospitals. 
The sea was perfectly calm during the rest 
of the voyage over, and the men seemed to 
enjoy it very much. ' 

Friday, had a beautiful ride up the bay. 
The day passed off nearly the same as. 
before. Arrived at Annapolis at 2 o'clock 
A.M. Went to the wharf at 7, and imme- 
diately commenced landing the men. All 
were given new clothes; and, except eight, 
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who were carried to the hospital on stretch- 
ers, were marched to Camp Parole. 


List of Sanitary Stores forwarded to Fortress Monroe 
to accompany Hxpedition to Savannah for released 
' prisoners. 


120 bot. old Maderia wine. 
4,800 lbs. tomatoes. 
20 barrels, onions, 
20 kegs, pickles. 
150 tin cups. 
10 spit cups. 
21 lanterns. 
80 tbs. candles. 
24 wooden buckets. 
5 wooden firkins. 
50 doz essence ginger. 
369 lbs, tobacco. 
1,000 envelopes. 
3 reams of letter paper. 


1,500 pairs, wool socks, 
1,020 wool shirts. 
1,020 wool drawers. 
2,000 pocket hankerchiefs. 
1,000 towels. 
200 blankets. 
40 pillows. 
36 military caps. 
300 pairs, slippers. 
200 lbs. crushed sugar. 
200 Ibs. green tea 
» 25 boxes, chocolate. 
3,827 lbs. crackers. 
1,008 lbs. condensed milk. 


Special Relief Department. 
SPECIAL RELIEF—ONE WEEK. 
BY J. B. ABBOTT. 
I respectfully submit the following report 
of the ‘‘ Special Relief”? work accomplished 


under my charge for the week ending Nov. 
19th, 1864: 


Number of pay accounts of dis- 
charged soldiers taken for ad- 


justment, . 22 
Number of bounty bate taken, 4 
Number of cases for back pay 

taken, 60 


Number of applications for the 
pay of soldiers who have be- 


come prisoners of war, taken, 11 
Number Naval claims taken, . 6 
Number of pension claims filed, 26 

Whole number of cases taken, 129 
Whole number of cases adjusted, 78 
Whole amount collected, . $7,586 61 
Number of drafts forwarded, . 19 
Amount of the drafts sent, . $1,837 03 


My attention having been called to the 
fact, that there are a large number of sol- 
diers in the Hospital at Buffalo, New York, 
who have from four to ten months back 
pay due them, and no way of obtaining it, 
as no payments are made at that hospital, 
I at once commenced to investigate the 
matter, for the purpose of securing the pa- 
tients, their pay, if possible, which they 
need very much, as many of them have 
families dependent upon the small monthly 
‘pittance they receive from the Government. 
I first applied to the Paymaster in charge 
of the Department at New York, who re- 
ferred me to the Paymaster’s statement at 
Albany. Heinformed me that the Medical 


heretofore. 
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Officer at Buffalo, had not furnished the 
Pay Department with rolls on which to 
make a payment. Having received this in- 
formation, I seat Mr. Brown to Buffalo to — 
investigate the matter there. He -was 
treated very courteously by the Medical 
Officer in charge of the hospital, who as- 
sured him that measures should be taken to 
insure a speedy payment of the patients in 
his charge, and gave him every facility for 
taking the cases of those who claimed back 
pay, for which we obtain certificates that 
will enable the men to be mustered for all 
the pay due them. The result of our inves- 
tigation has been very satisfactory, and the 
prospects are now, that the soldiers there 
will no longer have reason to complain as 


CASH ACCOUNT. 


Cash on hand Nov. 12th, $49 80 
Cash returned from ne . 12 00 


Hixpenditures, t - ; 75 
Cash on hand this date, . 61 80 


The amount of work accomplished at the 
Homes and Lodges is less than usual, this 
week. 

There have been furnished at Lodge 


No. 4, lodgings to soldiers, 289 - 
Meals to soldiers, 1,912 
Meals to others, 643 

Whole number of meals given, . 2,595 
Number of soldiers and soldier’s — 

friends admitted at the Alexandria 

Lodge since the last report, 128 - 
Number of meals given to soldiers, 247 


6¢ Laas 3 ‘to soldiers’ 


friends, . 84 
Number lodgings furnished to sol- 
diers, ; 117 
Number lodgings furnished to sol- 
diers’ friends, . 28 
The number of soldiers and soldiers’ 
friends admitted at the Home in 
Baltimore, since last report. 82 
Number of meals given to soldiers : 
and their friends, 386° 
Number of lodgings, 112 
HARRISBURG. j 
Mr. C. C. Brown, whom I temporarily 
assioned to the charge of the Soldier’s Rest 
at Harrisburg, Mr. Ferguson, the Superin- 
tendent, having gone home on sick leave 
for a few days, reports: 
Number of meals given for the week, . 55 
‘« © lodgings furnished, . pitt 
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A. H. Trego, Courier, reports eighty- 
three sick and wounded soldiers assisted and 
waited upon in transitu between this city 
and New York, during the week. The num- 
ber thus aided is unusually small. 

In conclusion, I take the liberty to sug- 
gest the importance of a Lodge at Newbern, 
North Carolina, where I am advised by those 
who have visited that military post, that 


one is very much needed. I trust that. 


measures will be taken to establish a lodge 
there, through the Agent of the Commis- 
sion stationed at that post. 
BY JULIUS NICHOLS. 
The following is the report of the sick, in 
Home Hospital, for the week ending 20th 
_ Instant: 


Permanent cases treated, . : Bra fs) 
Transient cases treated, . : . 42 
Wounded men dressed, _ . : meh 

Total, . . 149 


: BY H. WOODS. ; 

The following is thereport of the ““ Home’”’ 
for the Wives and Mothers of Soldiers, for 
the week ending Nov. 20th, 1864: 


Whole number admitted, . EW 
yi 3 meals, . 370 
ih ag lodged, . 144 


BY P. J. M‘HENRY. 
The following is the report of “ The 
Home” for the week ending Noy. 20th, 
1864: 


Whole number admitted, . 748 
se cS lodgings, . 1,223 
. = meals, . 2,854 


Representing the following States:— 
Maine, 50; New Hampshire, 37 ; Vermont, 
7; Massachusetts, 83; Rhode Island, 6; 
Connecticut, 19; New York, 197; New 
Jersey, 22; Pennsylvania, 158; Delaware, 
0; Maryland, 9; Virginia, 1; Ohio, 32; 
Indiana, 8; Illinois, 15; Michigan, 91; 
Wisconsin, 6; Iowa, 2. 

BY J. ADDISON WHITAKER. 
ANNAPOLIS, Mp., Nov. 21, 1864. 

I herewith respectfully present my report 
for this District, for the week ending this 
_ date. 

Office duties have been more pressing 
than usual, on account of large quantities 
of stores arriving every day, in view of the 
expected arrival of ten thousand paroled 
prisoners from rebel prisons. 

I had previously been informed by the 
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surgeons in charge uf the hospitals what 
each of them would need, to add to the 
comfort of the unfortunate men. Conse- 
quently as the stores arrived from day to 
day, I made immediate distribution of them, 
according to requests of the surgeons. In 
this way, I avoided a large accumulation in 
the storehouse, and by the end of the 
week, with the exception of kandkerchiefs 
and towels, so far as the Sanitary Commis- 
sion’s work extends towards supplying the 
District, we were ready to welcome home 
our long absent ones, who have so patiently, 
and patriotically endured the privations of 
rebel prisons. 

During the reception and distribution of 
the stores, the office has at times been filled 
with visitors, some to have their cards re- 
newed at the ‘“‘ Home,” some tc have their 
cards approved for admittance, some wait- 
ing conveyance to ‘Soldier's Cemetery,” 
where, perhaps, just a few hours previous 
a husband, son, or father was interred. 

Some wanted information about collecting 
deceased relative’s back pay, bounty and 
pension. Dozens of poor soldiers who have 
been prisoners, and whose families are really 
suffering for necessaries of life, were waiting 
to hear whether I could not procure certi- 
ficates for commutation of their rations 
while they were prisoners. 

Letters of inquiry also came, written by 
friends at home, who wished to anticipate 
the arrival of the “ Flag of Truce Boats.” 

Thus the week passed leaving the im- 
pression on our hearts, at least, that we had 
done another six days good work. 

I have received, issued, and have on 
hand, stores as statement per paper ‘‘ A.” 

Camp Parole continues to open a wide 
field of usefulness to our agents. It affords 
me great satisfaction to review our work 
there from week to week. Our agents are 
not inactive, I assure you. Being well sup- 
plied with everything needed in our work, 
they are ready to reach forth a helping 
hand to our poor suffering soldiers, the mo- 
ment they arrive. And what a satisfaction 
it must be to their friends at home to know 
that the Commission has so magnanimously 
provided for almost every little want they 
may have on their arrival. 

Divisions numbers 1 and 2, U. 8. Gene- 
ral Hospitals, are visited regularly by our 
Agent, Mr. Miller. He is kindly welcomed 
by officers, and gladly received by the 
men. 

I regard the presence of an agent in these 
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hospitals as most essential to our work, and 
the welfare of the men. 

“The Home,” as you will see by report 
this week, is not so much crowded as here- 
tofore, nevertheless, affording to many a 
sorrowing heart a place of retirement and 
rest. I regard the report as quite interest- 
ing this week. 

In conclusion, allow me to express my 
thanks to you and your Assistant for the 
promptness with which you have enabled 
me to meet the requisitions of the surgeons 
of the different hospitals, your reward at 
present may be that we are ready for the 
boats ! 


Statement of U. S. Sanitary Commission Stores 
assued by Addison Whitaker, Superintendent An- 
napolis District, for the month of Nov'r, 1864. 
























































~ On } 
SAlo a a |sqis 
GES Sg ES ee 
BA |B) a) lal Stee wig) 
ARTICLES. |o .|-2 .| & |oZ/29|— a 
glad) & (BElSkls Amount. 
ores = S\aq|s 
BS a & SM] a'o| 2 
PSis8| 8 |o jes \a 
Rifai o <q 
Wool shirts, 658} 300] 124 48} 20! 1,150 
Wool drawers, 216; 120) 124 30)15|} 505 pairs 
Wool mittens, 98} 50} 100 48| 1 20 lee 
Wool socks, 396] 180} 96 16] 658°" «¢ 
Cotton shirts, 50 48 98 
Cotton drawers, 48 48 < 
Slippers, 20 23 2 45) 6S 
Shoes, 6 3 g « 
Suspenders, 238) 240} 123 24; 4); 679 * 
Handkerchiefs, 625} 170} 750} 700 26) 2,271 
Towels, 960) 678 1,648 
Rye whiskey, 6| 6 6/12) 30 bottles 
Brandy, 25 2 6 Soaks 
Black’y Brandy, | 12} 12) 30 OG Omme 
Sherry wine, 12 1 2) GLon a 
Bay rum, 16} 12 6 Z| OOM 
Jamaica ginger, 96} 60 192 348 
Dried apples, 5 2 3 1 11 bbls 
Ass‘d dried fruit 1 i 1 See 
Boston crackers, 4 3 4 3 1 i a 
Chocolate, 35 35 70 lbs 
Farina, 8 8 LOO 
Beef stock, 24; 66) 24 . DLA 5S 
Cann’d tomatoes 96 96 cans. 
Condensed milk, 72) 96] 48 48/48] 312 ‘ 
Fine combs, 432) 456) 518/1152 15] 2,558 
Coarse combs, 432| 432) 5604/1152 15) 2,520 
Writing paper, 8 + if 8 27 rms. 
Envelopes, 3500) 2000|3450| 4000 12,950 
Steel pens, 144) 144) 238) 144 864 
Lead pencils, 144] 144) 144] 576 24} 1,176 
Penholders, 144; 144/ 169} 144 61 
Writing ink, 4 15 19 qts. 
Quilts, 110} 40 151 
Sheets, 50; 24 74 
Blankets, 5 2 7 
Cushions, 75 45 120 
Crutches, 25| 25 7 51 
Water Beds, 1 1 1 3 
Air cushions, 2 4 2 1 10 
Tobacco, 252 232 364 papers 
Bandages, 25 20 25 65 
Thread, 6 6; 18] 10 40 lbs. 
Spit cups, 12 12 
Needles, 12 5| 39) 10 66 papers 
Scissors, 6 6 pair 
Pillows, 25| 22 3 50 
Corn meal, 1} & uy 2 bbls. 
Soap. 12} 12) 22 46 lbs. 
Corn starch, 50 25 fee ia. 
Bed ticks, 54 54 
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FROM WASHINGTON, D. C. 


BY J. B. HOLT, HOSPITAL VISITOR. 


I have the honor to submit the following 
report for the week ending Noy. 19, 1¢64: 
Have visited during the week the hospitals 
at Alexandria, 20 in number, not includ- 
ing two at barracks. Have also visited 
Fort Lyons, Fort Williams, Forts Ward, 
Albany, Woodbury, Strong, Fairfax, Semi- 
nary, and Invalid Corps hospital at Freed- 
man’s Village, Arlington Heights. Have 
written very many letters (evenings) for 
soldiers in regard to State bounties, &c. 
Have, by writing to friends and citizens, 
in towns where the men were arrested, ob- 
tained testimony showing that in two cases 
the arrests were illegal, the men never 
having enlisted. The men have been sent 
home to their families, after being confined 
in prison and sick in hospitals for many 
months. J have given much information 
in regard to back pay, bounties, transfers, 
&e. The supply in storehouse the past 
week being more abundant than for some 
weeks, I have been able in consequence to 
do much more for the comfort of the suffer- 
ing, making my work much more pleasant. 
In consequence of a ride to-day of some 
fifteen miles, I will beg you to accept this 
meagre report. © 





PROFESSOR SILLIMAN. 

The New Haven Datly Journal is before 
us. It gives a column to the name and vir- 
tues of Professor Benjamin Silliman, Senr. 
The following extract is noticed here, as bear- 
ing upon his interest in the U. 8. San. Com.:. 

His last appearance in public was at the 
meeting on Sunday evening, which was held 
for the Sanitary Commission, by his interest 
in which his patriotism, his humanity and 


his public spirit were all illustrated in this 
last public act which proved the occasion of 


his death. 

We remember to have seen Professor 
Silliman at the meeting referred to, and we 
well remember his remark at its conclusion. 
Taking us warmly by the hand, he said : 

“ T am now satisfied that the interests of 
our soldiers will be well served. New 
Haven is safe for the Sanitary Commission.” 

Such was the testimony of this great and 
good man. A Christian, ripe in years, in 
experience, in hope. 


> 
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GENERAL SHERIDAN AND THE SANITARY 
COMMISSION. ; 


The Sanitary Commission has received 


the following letter from Gen. Sheridan: 
Heapquartrers Mippie Mivirary Division, 
In THE Fietp, November 13, 1864. 


J Foster JENKINS, | 
General Secretary U. S. Sanitary Commission. 

Dear Sir :—Yours of October 31, ad- 
vising me of my having been elected an 
associate member of the United States Sani- 
tary Commission, is received. 

I have the honor to thank you for the 
compliment paid me, and in behalf of the 
sick and wounded of this army, to acknow- 
ledge the many benefits derived from your 


charitable association. 
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STATE OF NEW YORK. 
OFFICE, 35 CHAMBERS STREET, 
NEW YORK. 


PRESIDENT. 
Lrevt.-Gen. WINFIELD SCOTT. 








VicE-PRESIDENTS. 


Hon. Hamitton Fisk, Apmrrat Dupont, 
Joun J. Cisco, Esqg., Rup. A. Wirrnavs, Esq 
TREASURER.—Rosert B. Minturn, Esq. 
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Apply in person or by letter, to 
HENRY GREENFIELD, Secretary, 
35 CHAMBERS STREET, New York. 


OBJECTS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 


lst. To secure the soldiers and sailors and their 
families, any claims for pensions, pay, or bounty, 
etc., without cost to the claimant. 

2d. To protect soldiers or sailors and their families 
from imposture and fraud. 

3d. To prevent false claims from being made 
against the Government. 

4th. To give gratuitous advice and information to 
soldiers and sailors or their families needing it. 


THE U. S. SANITARY COMMISSION 


Was constituted by the Secretary of War in June, 
1861, in accordance with the recommendation of 
the Surgeon-General of the United States Army, 
and its appointment and plan of organization were 
approved by the President of the United States. 
Its present organization is as follows: 


H. W. Bellows, D.D., New York. 
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J. S. Newberry, M.D., Cleveland, Ohio. 
Rt. Rey. T. M. Clarke, Providence, R. I. 
Hon. R. W. Burnett, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Hon. Mark Skinner, Chicago, III. 

Hon. Joseph Holt, Washington, D. C. 
Horace Binney, jr., Philadelphia, Penna. 
Rev. J. H. Heywood, Louisville, Ky. 

J. Huntington Wolcott, Boston, Mass. 
Prof. Fairman Rogers, Philadelphia, Penna. 
Charles J. Stillé, Philadelphia, Penna. 
Ezra B. McCagg, Chicago, Ill. 
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H. W. Bellows, D.D., President. 
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J. Foster Jenkins, M.D., General Secretary. 
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STANDING COMMITTEE. 


Henry W. Bellows, D.D. George T. Strong. 
Wm.H.VanBuren,M.D. Wolcott Gibbs, M.D. 
C. R. Agnew, M.D. Charles J. Stillé. 


HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 

The Sanitary Commission has made arrange- 
ments for supplying information gratuitously, 
with regard to patients in all the United States 
General Hospitals. 

For information relative to patients in the Hos- 
pitals in New York, New Jersey, the New England 
States, Eastern Virginia, Maryland, District of Co- 
lumbia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Florida 
and Louisiana, address ‘ Office of Sanitary Com- 
mission, Washington, D. C.” 

For the Hospitals in Pennsylvania, address 
“ Office of Sanitary Commission, No. 1307 Chest- 
nut Street, Philadelphia.” 

For the Hospitals in Western Virginia, Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, lowa, Kentucky, Ten- 
nessee, Mississippi, and Arkansas, address “ Office 
Sanitary Commission, Louisville, Ky.” 

In all cases the name, rank, company, and regi- 
ment of the person inquired for should be given, 
and where he was when last heard from. If the 
application is by letter, the answer will be sent 
by return of mail; if in person, it will be answered 
at once; or if by telegraph, an answer will be re- 
turned immediately at the inquirer’s expense. 

pasSoldiers’ Aid Societies, clergymen, editors, 
and others, can scarcely serve the cause of hu- 
manity more effectually than by frequently and 
widely disseminating a knowledge of the above, 
among those who have friends in the army. 


SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 

The Sanitary Commission, under special au- 
thority of the President of the United States, 
maintains an extensive system of agencies for 
securing the safe conveyance to, and distribution 
of, goods put in its charge for the sick and 
wounded at points where they are most wanted. 
It operates with equal care and generosity at all 
points—at New Orleans and at Washington, 
before Charleston and at Chattanooga—its dis- 
tributions being governed by a comparison of the 
wants of the patients in all cases. The following 
is a list of depots, to which auxiliary societies 
and all disposed to aid the sick and wounded, 
without reference to States or localities, but sim- 
ply to their relative necessity for assistance, are 
invited to send their offerings: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST. 
CENTRAL DEPOTS OF COLLECTION. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 18 West 
Street, Boston, Mass. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 11 Cooper 
Union, New York. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, State House, New 
Haven, Conn. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 1307 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia. 

DEPOTS OF DISTRIBUTION. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 244 F Street, 
Washington, D. C. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Camp Distribu- 
tion, Va. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 46 Sharp 
Street, Baltimore, Md. 


_§. Sanitary Commission, Harper’s Ferry, Va. 
S. Sanitary Commission, Annapolis, Md. 
.S. Sanitary Commission, Camp Parole, Md. 
. S, Sanitary Commission, Norfolk, Va. 
S. Sanitary Commission, City Point, Va. 
S. Sanitary Commission, Newberne, N. ©. 
S. Sanitary Commission, Beaufort, 8. C. 
. S. Sanitary Commission, New Orleans, La 
Temporary Depots for distribution are estab- 
lished from time to time as necessities of the 
service require. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST. 


CENTRAL DEPOTS OF COLLECTION. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, corner Vine and 
Sixth Streets, Cincinnati, O. 

U.S. Sanitary Commission, No. 95 Bank Street, 
Cleveland, O. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 66 Madison 
Street, Chicago, III. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 2 Adam’s 
Block, Buffalo, N. Y. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 59 Fourth 
Street, Pittsburgh, Penna. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 32 Larned 
Street, Detroit, Mich. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Columbus, O. 

U.S. Sanitary Commission, Fifth Street, Louis- 
ville, Ky. 

The Commission receives no pecuniary aid 
whatever from the Government, and is wholly 
dependent on the voluntary contributions of the 
public for the means of sustaining its operations. 
Contributions to the Treasury are solicited, and 
may be transmitted to George T. Strong, Esq., 
Treasurer, 68 Wall Street, N. Y. 


SPECIAL RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 


“Special Relief Office,’ No. 389 H Street, 
Washington, D, O., where assistance is rendered 
in procuring Pay, Pensions, Bounty, Prize Money, 
and arrears of Pay and Bounty, and in various 
other ways. , 

“The Home,” No. 374 N. Capitol Street, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

““Home for Wives, Mothers and Children of 
Soldiers,” 374 N. Capitol St., Washington, D. C. 

“Lodge No. 4,” for discharged soldiers, No. 
389 H Street, Washington, D. C. 

‘Lodge No. 5,” near terminus of Washington ~ 
aud Alexandria R. R., Maryland Avenue, Wash- 
ington, D. C. . 

‘* Lodge No. 6,” near Steamboat Landing, Sixth 
Street, Washington, D. C. 

‘“ Alexandria Lodge,” near terminus of Orange 
and Alexandria R. R., Alexandria, Va. 

“The Home,” Baltimore, Md. 

“Home for Wives, Mothers and Children of 
Soldiers,” Annapolis, Md. 

“ Soldiers’ Lodge,” Harrisburg, Pa. 

‘ Special Relief Office,” New Orleans, La. 

“The Home,’”’ New Orleans, La. 

‘« Special Relief” Office, 1307 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 

‘Soldiers’ Rest,’’ Buffalo, Exchange street, op- 
posite R. R. Depot. 

HOSPITAL CARS. 

Between Louisville and Chattanooga—Dr. J, 

P. Barnum, Surgeon in charge. 
SANITARY STEAMER. 
James River—Elizabeth. 
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BRANCH, BRANCH, 
No. 744 Broadway, SrENT LEGS. ARV No. 19 Green Street, 
NEW YORK. e009 “47378 Cup io BOSTON, Mass. 








<O PHILADE sale ed 
Important Information for Soldiers and Sailors who have lost Limbs. 


The **PALMER” ARM and LEG are now furnished for the mutilated heroes of the Army and Navy, and I have the 
pleasure of presenting extracts from official letters from the Surgeon-General, which will gratify numerous applicants, 
who, in the past, have been led to believe that they must accept an inferior limb, or have no aid from Government, 


SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
WasuHinaton City, D.C., Dec. 12, 1863. 
Sir :-—The Board of Medical Officers assembled in the City of cea. for ae a pose of examining the giterens 
models submitted S them for an Artificial Arm, having reported 
IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE BOARD, WHEN A SOLDIER MAY DESIRE TO PURCHASE eae MORE 
ELEGANT AND EXPENSIVE ARM OF PALMER,” FIFTY DOLLARS WILL BE ALLOWED TOWARDS PAYMENT FOR THT SAME. 
By order of the Acting Surgeon-General. C. H. CRANE, Surgeon U.S.A. 


SuRGFON-GENERAL’s OFrFicr, 
WaASHINGTON City, D.C., Sept. 20. 1864. 
Srr :—In answer to your letter of the Ist inst., 1am directed to inform you, that the Report and recommendation of 
the Medical Board recently assembled in New York, to examine samples and models of Artificial Limbs, is not designed 
to supersede the recommendation of the former Board, SO FAR AS REGARDS THE LIMBS MANUFACTURED BY YOU. 
ery respectfully, your obedient servant, by order of the Pee Ceneral, 


: “AGL SPENCER, Assistant Surgeon U.S.A. 
To B. FRANK. PALMER, LL.D., 744 Broadway, New York. 


, 





The Best PALMER LEG is furnished THE SOLDIER FREE 
The Best PALMER ARM, for a SMALL ADVANCE. 
The Best LINCOLN “GOVERNMENT” ARM, FREE. 
Prices of the PALMER LIMBS not raised to OFFICERS and CIVILIANS. 


Apply in person, or by letter, at either of the offices Address 


B. FRANK. PALMER, LL.D., 


President American Artificial Limb Co. 








THE TARR FARM PETRO 
. OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 


Office, Gi Cedar Street, New Work. 


Capital, $3,000,000. 30,000 Shares, Par Value $100 each. 


TRUSTEES: 
GEORGE P. BRADFORD, Esq., New York. ALANSON A. SUMNER, Albany, N. Y. 
Hon. ROGER AVERILL, Danbury, Conn. HK. B. BELDEN, M.D., New York. 
WILLARD PARKER, M.D., New York. J. T. SANGER, New York. 
JAMES WADSWORTH, New York. 





To all acquainted with the Oil Region of Western Pennsylvania, the name of this Company, 
as indicating its locality, is sionificant of the great value of its properties. 

There is no better Oil Territory. 

It embraces interests in fee in more than Twenty productive wells, and in TwELve others 
now rapidly approaching completion, while the further development of its large unimproved 
area will, at an early day, greatly increase its product. 

We offer it as a permanent dividend-paying investment. 

A limited amount of this stock can be obtained solely of the undersigned at $50 PER 
SHARE, BEING ONE-HALF OF ITS PAR VALUE, 

The declared dividend for the month is one per cent. on its entire capital, to which pur- 
chasers within the month will be entitled. 


JAMES WADSWORTH & COMPANY, 


No. 61 Cedar Street, New York. 
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OFFICE OF THE 


MEO HR Ris 


Ni & INLAND INSURANCE 


COMPANY, 
COLUMBIAN BUILDING, - 


CORN HE WALI: & NASSA Ge 





Authorized Capital - - - geese: 
Cash Capital, paid in,- - "$200,000. 





This Company issues on the most favorable terms, Policies of Insurance, — 


WITH OR WITHOUT PARTICIPATION IN PROFITS, 


against loss or damage by fire, on Dwelling Houses, Stores, and all kinds of — 
Buildings, and on Household Furniture and other Property, : and on Vessels and 
their Cargoes, while lying in Port. 


Losses will be Promptly Adjusted and Paid. 





DIRECTOR S. 


EDWARD ROWE, JOHN D. BATES, JOSEPH MORRISON, 
ALBERT G. LEE, FRED. H. BRADLEE, DAN’L W. TELLER, 
GEORGE MILN, EDWARD C. BATES, HENRY J. CAMMANN, 
J. C. MORRIS, WILLIAM MACKAY, 8. N. DERRICK, 
ROBT BOWNE, BENJ. E. BATES, CHARLES HICKOX, 
EZRA NYE, B. U. MORRIS, Jr., N. O. NIMS. 


, B. C. MORRIS, President. 
WM. M. WHITNEY Secretary. , 
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THE SANITARY Commission BuLuutin ts published on the first and fifteenth of every month, and as 
tt has @ circulation, gratuitous or other, of above 14,000 copies, it offers an unusually valuable medium for 
advertising. 

All communications must be addressed to the Editor, at the office, 1307 Chestnut street, Philadelphia, and 
must be authenticated by the names and addresses of the writers. 

As the continuance of the publication of the Butuntin is uncertain, depending on that of the war, and on 
the resources of the U.S. Sanitary Commission—the Standing Committee feels a certain degree of reluctance 
to solwcit subscriptions for it—and thereby to pledge the Commission to its issue for a definite period. 

The Committee understand, however, that some of their friends to whom it is now sent gratuitously, ex- 
press a wish to pay for it, and they therefore give notice that the sum of two dollars, remitted to the 
Treasurer, (G. T. Strona, 68 Wall street, New York, or No 1307 Chestnut street, Philadelphia,) will 
- secure tts being sent to such contributor during the remainder of the current year, unless its publication be 


sooner discontinued. 
\ 





A VOICE FROM PRISON. 


It is not an uncommon thought among 
the poor fellows who lie in Southern prisons 
that they are forgotten by friends at home. 
Long absence, distance, oppression, starva- 
tion, disease, suffering, combine to depress 
their spirits in many instances; and despair- 
ingly, they give way to the thought that 
they are forgotten. Such was the case with 
a poor boy of sixteen years, who had been 
captured, and who under the weight of his 
distress wrote the following lines, which 
have been copied from the original manu- 
script by a lady friend, who has been visit- 
ing the returned prisoners at Annapolis. 


WILL YOU LEAVE US HERE TO DIE? 


Will you leave us here to die 
When our country calls for men? 
We came from forge, and store, and mill, 
From workshop, farm and factory, 
The broken ranks to fill. 

We left our quiet, happy homes, 
And ones we loved so well, 

To vanquish all the Union’s foes, 
Or fall where others fell. 

Now in prison dread we languish, 
And it is our constant ery, 

O ye, who yet can save us, 

Will you leave us here to die? 


Vor. I. No. 29 57 


The voice of slander tells you, 

That our hearts were weak with fear ; 
That all, or nearly all, 

Were captured in the rear. 

The scars upon our bodies, 

From musket ball and shell, 

The missing legs and shatter’d arms, 
A truer tale will tell. 

We have tried to do our duty 

In the sight of God on high. 

O ye, who yet can save us, 

Will you leave us here to die? 


There are hearts with hope still beating 
In our pleasant Northern homes, 
Waiting, watching for the footsteps, 
That may never, never come. 

In Southern prisons pining, 
Meagre, tatter’d, pale and gaunt, 
Growing weaker, weaker daily, 
From pinching cold and want. 

Here brothers, sons and husbands, 
Poor and hopeless captives lie. 

O ye, who yet can save them, 

Will you leave them here to die? 


From out our prison gate, 

There’s a graveyard close at hand, 
Where lie ten thousand Union men, 
Beneath the Georgia sand. 

Seores on scores are laid beside them, 
As day succeeds to day, 

And thus it ever will be, 

Till they all shall pass away; | 

And the last will say, when dying, 
With upturn’d and glazing eye, 

Both Love and Faith are dead at home, 
They have left us here to die. 


MrntraRy Prison HospPiTAL, 
Andersonville, Ga. 
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REPORT ON EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS. 
BY RICHARD T. J. FALCONER. 
WasuineTon, D. C., Dec. 2, 1864. 

Having returned from the Hxchange 
Expedition, I have the honor to submit to 
you the following as a report of my work 
as Relief Agent of the Commission. 

Our party of agents—eight in number— 
left Washington, on board the Manhattan, 
Thursday, Oct. 27, and were at Fortress 
Monroe on Friday noon. We were obliged 
to remain there until Tuesday, Nov. 1, 
when I received a permit from Lieut. Col. 
Mulford, Assistant Agent for Exchange, to 
proceed with sanitary supplies to Hilton 
Head, S. C., on board steamer Kanark. 
(The other agents were same day assigned 
to different vessels of the fleet lying off the 
fort. ) 

We remained off Fortress Monroe till 
Tuesday, Nov. 8, when we started for Hil- 
ton Head, at which place we arrived Satur- 
day, Nov. 12. By Sunday all the transports 
were anchored at Hilton Head. When we 
arrived at the furthest point of our expedi- 
tion,—the place for the exchange—Col. 
Mulford came aboard the Kanark, and in- 
formed us that a rebel flag of truce boat 
would be down with prisoners Saturday, 
A.M., Nov. 26, and that the Kanark would 
have the first boat. 

We were much cheered to see the men 
as they came in the rebel boat Saturday 
morning, and when they gave three hearty 
cheers for our flag as they passed some of 
the vessels. They hauled up alongside of 
the Star of the South. The men were there 
washed, put aboard the Crescent, clothed, 
and by Sunday noon, over 500 of them 
were aboard the Kanark. In the afternoon 
of Sunday we were underway. The men 
were put under charge of a sergeant, who 
immediately formed them into messes. My 
work soon began ; and while their first meal 
was being prepared | distributed 400 hand- 
kerchiefs and 100 towels. The crackers, 
onions and pickles were open to the men. 
At first they received pickles and onions at 
messes, but when we saw that there were 
sick who needed them so much more 
than the others, they were given to them. 
The steward assisted me in giving out the 
wine and condensed milk prepared for them 
to drink, as also the onions and pickles. 
He worked very energetically among them, 
though suffering from sea sickness. The 
supply of wine, pickles and onions was suf- 
ficient to the time we reached Annapolis. 





that would astonish you. 
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Most of the men were in a good condition 
when we arrived at Annapolis. Some few 
were badly attacked with scurvy and diar- 
thoea. Socks, drawers and blankets were 
distributed among them as needed. 


MORE ABOUT THE PRISONERS. 
BY L. V. BEEBE. 
STEAMER NorTHERN LIGHT, _ 
CHaLeston Harzpor, December 8, 1864. 

The Varuna leaves to-morrow or next 
day for Annapolis, and not knowing when 
we may go, | improve the chance to write. — 

We came here on Monday. Yesterday 
morning we received 227 men—skeletons— 
from the rebels. All the exchanged men who 
are not very much enfeebled are sent on 
other boats, only the worst cases being put 
upon this. Itis the same story of starvation, 
scurvy and chronic diarrhoea. These cases 
are very low, and many will not live to 
reach Annapolis—already 7 have died. I 
am very busy amongst them, and I tell you 
the supplies are gratefully received. ‘There 
comes the Sanitary man,” and “God bless 
the Sanitary Commission,” are expressions 
which ring in my ears all day. Onions, 
pickles and tomatoes are THE things. Not 
an article but what will be well appropriated 
here. Dried peaches, and little bits (very 
small) of cheese are relished ina manner 
But the cry for 
onions and the avidity with which they are 
received and devoured beats all. : 

I have made a “tour” amongst them this 
evening, and have promised -them bean soup 
with onions and tomatoes in it. Soft crack- 
ers too, and every man a pickle: and you 
may believe I have left them in high spirits 
in this ‘‘heaven”’ as they callit. Of course - 
I am governed entirely by the Surgeon’s. 
instructions about issuing and when. The 
officers and crew, as well as the nurses, of 
which there are but few, all assist me very 
cheerfully. Fearing that my onions and 
tomatoes would not hold out, [ made a raid 
on Leggett, and increased my stock materi- 
ally. 

AG this is the “‘ Hospital Ship,” and may 
be detained here indefinitely, and as his 
boat will receive well men, and will not 
have them over four or five days, I thought 
best to draw on his stock. Jam very glad 
I am on the “hospital” ship. There is 
hard work, to be sure, but I flatter myself 
that I can meet it. I have no idea when 
we shall leave, but 1 think we must go on 
Sunday er Monday, as we are nearly out of 
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coal, and we ought to have our compliment 
of men by this time. 


ARMY OF THE SHENANDOAH. 
BY 8S. BUDLONG WESTCOTT. 
Martinssure, Vov. 1, 1864. 

Since my last report we have had some of 
the most interesting and difficult labors to 
perform that I have yet seen in the Com- 
mission’s service. Up to October 22, the 
wounded have been coming in small num- 
bers, at no time exceeding three hundred, 
and I found on examination that the Medi- 
cal Department was fully prepared to re- 
ceive them. But on the 22d a train of 
wounded came in without notice. There 
was not room in the hospitals for nearly all of 
them, and they had to be placed in private 
families. Many of these not having sup- 
plies for such a number, came to the Com- 
mission for tea, coffee, crackers, clothing, 
bedding, and such other things as we had. 
I issued freely to all in need, according to 
- the number and their wants. The families 
were surprised; and I have since heard 
several of the citizens and soldiers express 
admiration that the Sanitary Commission 
was such an institution, and able to do 
so much. October 23, another train of 
wounded arrived. With the valuable as- 
sistance of Mr. Quail, who came on duty this 
day as Relief Agent, we were enabled to 
furnish refreshments to all. On the 26th, 
27th, 28th, and the 31st, more arrived, and 
each time were put directly on the cars and 
forwarded, part to Cumberland, part to Balti- 
more, the same night of their arrival. Mr. 
Quail, with the assistance of Mr. Breed, 
and several other Relief Agents, who came 
timely to hand, distributed hot milk punch 
and crackers to each and all of the wounded 
sufferers, for which they expressed the most 
unbounded thanks. James Byron, Co. E, 
18th Connecticut, with many thanks donated 
one dollar to the Sanitary Commission, which 
you will find enclosed. Our individual relief 
continues about the same as in last report. 


y ' BY NATHANIEL SEAVER, JR. 
Wincuester, WVov. 23, 1864. 
CONDITION OF HOSPITALS. 


I feel warranted in saying that the con- 
dition of our hospitals has greatly improved. 
In no ward now, is there the least lack of 
any article of clothing or hospital furniture. 
Our issues of this kind are only such as are 
demanded by the ordinary wear and waste 
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received since the battle of Cedar Creek, 
and meanwhile patients have been trans- 
ferred to the rear, so that the number now 
in Winchester is about one-third of that 
which was here in the early part of October. 
Our stock of goods has been ample, and 
surgeons’ requisitions have been promptly 
filled. At times, owing to some disarrange- 
ment of the Government machinery, we 
have been called on to furnish the whole 
supply of stimulants for this quarter, and to 
the extent of our means, have responded to 
the call. Surgeons and patients all join in 
praising our Commission. 
GENERAL SHERIDAN. 

Even no less a person than the gallant 
General who commands our army in this 
Valley, recently grasped my hand, while 
visiting our tents at Sheridan Hospital, and 
said with a quiet earnestness which showed 
how deeply he felt what he spoke, ‘Il am 
under great obligations to your Commission, 
I do not know what I should have done 
without it.”?’ These tents,—there are two 
now,—are a success. Mr. Corbin is on the 
ground, and ready day or night to respond 
whenever a surgeon makes a call, or a fresh 
arrival of wounded and sick demands his 
attention. The Surgeon in charge furnishes 
him with every accommodation needed, and 
the proper officers detail a tent guard, or an 
ambulance, when he is called away. The 
Hospital Post Office has also been placed in 
his charge, so that the Sanitary tents are at 
times literally surrounded by ward masters, 
nurses, and convalescents. 


A CONTRAST TO BELLE ISLE. 


As humanity is the first rule of civilized 
warfare, we have not in our distributions, 
overlooked the sick and wounded prisoners, 
who now comprise one-fifth of our hospital 
inmates. Many a poor maimed son of the 
South, has so far forgotten his contempt of 
the ‘‘Northern Mudsills’ as to bless the 
Sanitary Commission, in my _ presence. 
Poor, misled fellow-countrymen, I know 
they are sincere, and lest some North- 
ern man or woman, with more feeling 
than reflection, begrudges this stewardship 
of their bounties, let me say that every 
arm-sling thus bestowed helps to strengthen 
a growing respect for the North, and every 
crutch branded in deep letters ‘‘ Sanitary 
Commission,”’ is a vote for peace, and a plea 
for the humane treatment of more than one 
brave brother who now lies in a Southern 


of hospitals. But few patients have been | prison. 
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BY GEO. A. MUHLECH. 
Harpers Ferry, Va. Dec. 13, 1864. 

IT have just returned to the Ferry from 
Martinsburg, where [I have made a final 
settlement of all accounts, and have had the 
rest of our property removed to here, turn- 
ing over some small items to the hospitals 
at Martinsburg. * * * Having paid off 
all accounts at this agency, I shall leave for 
Winchester to-morrow morning, in company 
with Mr. Hammer, who has come down to 
get supplies. The pressure on the Commis- 
sion just now, has become very great from 
all sides. The very severe cold which has 
set in so suddenly explains this pressure. 
If more warm underclothing, socks, mittens, 
stimulants, crackers, canned milk, and farin- 
aceous food are on hand I would most ur- 
gently request you to order it up without 
delay. The army in this valley, | am sorry 
to say, are far from being in a proper con- 
dition to breast the rigors of a winter which 
commences so suddenly. Two days ago an 
officer came in from ‘“‘Opegnan Crossing,” 
stating that his own brigade are suffering 
most intensely for the want of shoes, blan- 
kets, socks, mittens and underclothing. If 
this statement is correct not one-tenth of 
those men have any other cover but their 
india rubber blankets. I have despatched 
an agent to the spot with blankets and a 
small number of woolen shirts, drawers and 
other help to the extent of my ability. 

Matters at Winchester remain unchanged. 
Although of our six thousand wounded but 
few are left in the hospitals, and that all 
those who can bear transportation are im- 
mediately forwarded North, there is never- 
theless but a slow decrease in the number 
of patients. The sick take now the place of 
the wounded, and if the weather, even for 
a short time, continues as severe as it is 
now, there will be a large increase on the 
hospital lists at all points. Itis necessary 
for the safety of our supplies sent from the 
Ferry to Winchester, that an agent be per- 
manently stationed at Stevenson’s depot 
(five miles north of Winchester,) the ter- 
minus of the road. I will furnish him tent 
and stove ; and for the post I shall select one 
of our strong, hearty and active agents. * * 

Mr. Seaver has been unremitting in his 
labors. He deserves the gratitude of the 
Commission in its fullest sense. His assist- 
ance has been invaluable to me in*every 
branch of the work. I shall sadly feel his 
loss now that he is on the eve of leaving 
this department, where his great heart and 
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splendid mind have worked as few have 
done. Mr. Quail, the excellent old gentle- 
man, is also leaving us. His work at Mar- 
tinsburg has been as constant and devoted as 


it was done quietly and modestly. His name, ~ 


as well as that of Miss Harris, will be kindly 
remembered forever by hundreds of. poor, 
brave fellows, whose sufferings they allevi- 
ated. Mr. Quail has not only fed and at- 
tended our sick and wounded, but he has 
besides cared that their dead comrades were 
properly buried, and their graves neatly 
marked with head-boards bearing the proper 
inscriptions. In, many cases he has filled 
the functions of chaplain, and said the last 
prayer over the grave of the brave. 

As to Mr. Westcott, who returns home in 
a few days, I say with pleasure that he has 
most faithfully administered the agency at 
Martinsburg. 


RELIEF TO WOUNDED REBEL SOLDIERS IN 
THE SHENANDOAH VALLEY. 


From the report of Mr. J. V. Hammer, 
Field Agent of the Commission in the 19th 
Army Corps, dated Winchester, Va., No- 
vember 18, 1864, we take the following in- 


teresting account of aid rendered to rebel 


soldiers lying wounded outside our lines. 


On the evening of the 17th word was 
brought to Acting Superintendent Seaver 
at Winchester, by the Provost Marshall of 
the 19th Army Corps, Capt. N. C. Inwood, 
that a body of these men were lying in a 
very destitute condition one and one-half 
miles beyond our picket lines at Newtown, 
Va. Capt. Inwood requested aid for them 


and promised an escort sufficient to protect — 


the stores and men in reaching the town. 
Accordingly our agents and the Sanitary 
Commission wagon, with an assortment of 
stores, started the next morning for the 19th 
Army Corps headquarters, where they were 
joined by Capt. Inwood and the escort. 
Reaching Newtown they found the men, 
eighteen in number, quartered in a chureh, 


in charge of one of their own surgeons, Dr. © 


Carter. They were all severely wounded, 
many having amputated limbs. Their con- 
dition, as represented by Capt. Inwood, was 
found to be one of the utmost distress. 
The object of the visit was made known to 
Dr. Carter by Mr. Hammer, and our assist- 
ance proffered. No notice of the intended 


relief had been sent, nor had it been ex- — 


pected. It came as a sudden surprise. 
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The surgeon-in-charge “could hardly give 
expression by words, of his gratitude to the 
Commission for its timely aid;” and the 
men, ‘‘with moistened eyes,” joined in 
grateful thanks for the relief thus brought. 
Stores were left with them, and the party 
returned in safety to Winchester. | 

It is thus that our noble Commission en- 
deavors to carry on its work of mercy, ful- 
filling the law of Christ, unmoved by the 
spirit of revenge that cries out for “ retali- 
ation.” “If ye love those that love you, 


* what thanks have you.” 


KANSAS NOT FORGOTTEN. 
LETTER FROM MR. J. R. BROWN. 
LEAVENWoRTH, Nov. 18, 1864. 
Dr. J. 8. NEwBerRy, 

Secy. U. S. San. Com., Western Department. 

Dear Siz :—lI have again returned from 
below to Leavenworth, and am gratified to 
find very liberal shipments of Sanitary 
stores, just arrived from Chicago and St. 

-Louis. The special effort made by our 
Kansas people to raise relief for those 
wounded in the struggle for the defence of 
Kansas against Price’s merciless horde, to- 
gether with the goods I was compelled to 
purchase to meet the exigencies of a case 
which would admit of no delay, added to 
the shipments [ have received, and those I 
have noticed as on the way, will make an 
ample supply for the present. 

I have received many most encouraging 
letters, evincing appreciation of our work. 
Copies of two please find enclosed. 

Our hospitals in Kansas, from present 
indications, will be full of sick and wounded 
for the coming winter, and some faithful 
agent of the Commission must be actively 
engaged in this field. 


The letters referred to consist of the 


TESTIMONIAL OF SURGEON VAN DUYN. 
R U.S. Gunerat Hospirat, 
Fort Scort, Kansas, Vov. 15, 1864. 
Mr. J. R. Brown, 
Agent U.S. Sanitary Commission. 

Dear Siz :—I am in receipt of a good 
supply of clothing and sanitary stores for 
the relief of sick and wounded soldiers and 
refugees at this post. 

Their arrival was most timely, as they 
came on the eve of the recent battles on the 
border, when the hospital was crowded and 
our supplies inadequate. 

It is in such emergencies that the in- 
estimable value of the great charity of which 


«satisfaction. 


you are a worthy and faithful agent, is so 
happily felt. 

The benefactions of the Commission, and 
your own efficient service, here, and on the 
field, and in the hospitals on the border, 
have been appreciated and highly valued 
by both officers and men. 

Please accept for the Commission and 
yourself our grateful acknowledgments. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant 

A. ©. Van Duyn. 
Surgeon U.S. Vols. 
TESTIMONIAL OF SURGEON TWISS. 


Post Hospirat, Mounp City, Kansas, ) 
_ Nov. 16, 1864. f 
Orricers OF U.S. San. Com. 
GENTLEMEN :—Having been on the field 
of battle with the army of the border, from 
Lexington, Mo., to Mine Creek, Kansas, 
and having witnessed the sufferings of the 
soldiers at the several places where battles 
were fought, it affords me great pleasure to 
attest to the timely and efficient aid of the 
Sanitary Commission. Mr. J. R. Brown, 
agent of the Western Department, was with 
the corps of surgeons, and worked incess- 
antly in getting in the wounded, and in fur- 
nishing food and clothing at a time when 
it could not otherwise have been obtained. 
The Commission have reason to congratulate 
themselves that they have so efficient an 
agent in this department. He has secured 
the confidence and good wishes of all by his 
application to his duties, and [ am glad to 
add my testimony in his favor. 
I am very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant. 
i. Twiss. 
Surgeon 15th Kansas, Cav. Vols. 


Gennessee. 


BY R. BRUNDRETT. 
NASHVILLE, Vov. 25, 1864. 

Since my last report Mr. Tone, Mr. 
Drake, and myself left for Pulaski, on the 
17th, with a large supply of vegetables for 
general distribution at that point and 
Columbia, which was accomplished previous 
to the evacuation of Pulaski. Never in our 
experience has so large a supply been distrib- 
uted at any one time, or given such general 
The entire army, officers and 
men, have had an abundant supply of 
potatoes, onions, pickles, kraut, and other 
vegetables, sufficient for several days, of 
which Mr. Tone will report in detail. 

Upon the evacuation of Pulaski, we left 
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on the last train and arrived the same night 
at Columbia, where we were kindly cared 
for by Dr. A. J. Comfort, surgeon of the 
post. 

After getting a list of deaths, from Octo- 
ber 1 to November 21, we left for the 
depot, where we found Mr. Tone and Mr. 
Drake, who had preceded me two days. 
They had distributed a large supply at that 
point, and had on hand still three car loads 
to distribute, so soon as the troops settled 
down. 

I left for Nashville on the evening train ; 
indications. were that a collision would take 
place between the opposing armies at or near 
Columbia, and that supplies would be needed 
for battle purposes. I shall return in the 
morning to the front, and, to the best of my 
ability, will keep you informed as to every- 
thing connected with our mission. 

Please find enclosed list of casualties and 
deaths in post hospital at Pulaski, since last 
report up to 23d, also. list of deaths in post 
hospital at Columbia, tosame date. Enclosed 
also Dr. Failor’s complimentary notice of the 
workings of the Sanitary Commission. 


Notre.—According to Mr. Tone’s detailed report, he issued 
as follows, from November 7 to November 21, 1864. 








Kraut & Pickles. Onions. Potatoes. 
Columbia, 2,799 Gallons. 344 Bushels. 47 Bushels. 
Stevenson, 840 135 it 15 as 
Johnsonville, 1,117 * 564 = §S (oii Wn os 
. Pulaski, Gane Liisomuties 94 «# 
16,472 2,776 207 


TESTIMONIAL FROM SURGEON FAILOR. 
Puasxt, Tewnn., Vov.'25, 1864. 
Mr. Rosert BRUNDRETT. 


DEAR Sirk:—To day, while passing 
through the various regiments composing 
the army now concentrating at this point, 
I was struck with wonder when I saw the 
profusion of supplies which they had re- 
ceived from you as agent for the United 
States Sanitary Commission. Regiments 
from Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky, Tennessee, 
Illinois, nw a, and every other State repre- 
sented, were equally supplied. Looking at 
the amount issued at, this place, a person 
would suppose that the North had emptied 
its gardens and cellars to furnish sufficient 
for this one issue; but having been with the 
troops during the entire campaign, I know 
that this amount, however large it may 
appear, is nothing compared with the ag- 
gregate issued by. the agents of the Com- 
mission during the campaign. At Oleve- 
land, Dalton, Resaca, Kingston, Dallas, 
Ackworth, Kennesaw, during and after the 
siege of Atlanta, the troops were fully sup- 


plied, whenever an opportunity offered. 


You have my personal thanks for the in- 


terest taken by you in supplying the sick 
and wounded of the 3d division, 4th Army 
Corps, with vegetables; and I feel confident 
that with the aid of these, we were enabled 
to treat much more successfully, all the dis- 
eases that came under our notice. 

I learn that you are going to Ohio in a 
few days, and feel that you will find more 
pleasure, during your years of retirement 


from active life, in reflecting upon the noble _ 


nature of the work in which you were en- 
gaged, during the progress of the rebellion, 
than from any other personal consideration ; 
for be assured, the fervent, hearty ‘‘ God 
bless you,” of many a brave soldier, has 
been uttered in your behalf. 

I have often wondered if the people of 
the North were fully aware of the magni- 
tude and importance of the work ‘under- 


taken by the United States Sanitary Com-- 


mission. The season now approaches when 
we will again hear of Sanitary Fairs, and 
of increased activity on the part of the 
“ Soldiers’ Aid Societies,” when during the 


long winter evenings, the northern farmer 


will sit by his bright blazing fire, his cellar 
filled with plenty. When, during the leisure 


that follows a summer of toil, thoughts of ab- — 


sent loved ones will enter every family circle. 


These thoughts will culminate in aresolve to — 


send souething to their brave boy, and the 
next thing discussed will be by what channel 
shallwe send? If I could enter that family 
circle, then I would .say to them, “ give of 


your stores to the United States Sanitary . 


Commission ; for if the past is a guarantee 
for the future, no matter where that loved 
boy may be, whether in camp, trench, or 


hospital, he will get what you send.” I 
sincerely trust that the Commission will 


receive the whole con of the 
people. 

It is the interest of the conchae and 
the soldier, that the channel through which 
supplies are sent, shall be sufficiently com- 
prehensive in its detail, liberal in its en- 
dowment, and energetic in its execution to 
reach the soldier at all times, and in all 
places. The United States Sanitary Com- 
mission now does this, its organization is 
complete, its agents have experience and 
understand the magnitude of the work to be 
performed, and it ‘should have the united 
support of a magnanimous and _ patriotic 
people. 

That the army endures more, suffers less 
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from sickness, and is in every way more 
efficient, under a full and regular supply of 
vegetable diet, has been so often shown, and 
is so generally admitted, that the arguments 
- in its favor need no reiteration by me. 

Wishing you and the Commission abun- 
dant success, 

I am very respectfully, your friend, 

B. M. Fartor, 19th O. V. I. 


. Surgeon-in-charge of Hospitals, 3d Division, 4th A. C. 


BY BENJAMIN WOODWARD. 
Mempuis, Tenn., Wov. 28, 1864 

I have just returned from Vicksburg, 
Natchez, and intermediate points. At 
Vicksburg found Mr. J. G. Brown, who 
has a good supply of most kinds of stores. 
He is an earnest, faithful worker, and enjoys 
the full confidence of the military and medi- 
cal authorities. The troops at Vicksburg 
are in far the best condition of any that [ 
have found in this department. ‘The same 
is true of the hospitals. The McPherson 
hospital, Surgeon Kdwin Powell, in all its 
arrangements, police, and general manage- 
ment, comes nearest to my own ideas of a 
‘perfect hospital” <A billiard table, de- 
voted exclusively to the use of the estab- 
lishment, a gymnasium fitted with all the 
necessary appliances, for the use of all the 
inmates, and a well selected and valuable 
library, add much to the health and comfort 
of the patients. The light diet kitchen, 
under the charge of a lady from Kalama- 
z00, Michigan, furnishes all the requirements 
in that line. The ‘‘fund” not only keeps 
the hospital clear of debt, but enables the 
surgeon to buy nearly everything necessary. 


BUTTER. 


One thing only is absolutely required, 


which cannot be purchased, and that is butter. 
This article of diet is not so much a luxury 
as a necessity. Experience proves it to be 
one of the most perfect restoratives that can 
be given convalescents, while in cases of 
diseases of the lungs, and suppurating 
wounds, it is invaluable. Wherever I go, 
butter is asked for, awd I am of the opinion 
that for hospital. use, no one article is more 
valuable. At Vicksburg I found Mrs. 
Governor Harvey, of Wisconsin. She de- 
votes her whole time and means to the 
soldiers, by whom she is regarded with love 
and veneration. While I was in her room 
a poor emaciated creature came in, who was 
going home on a furlough, which she had 
procured him. A few kind words, a quilt 
to keep him warm, and a greenback in his 





hand to purchase any little luxury he might 
want, and he started home with a tear in 
his eye, and a blessing on his lips. 


NATCHEZ. 


From Vicksburg I proceeded to Natchez. 
Here | found one hospital, with 118 patients, 
poorly provided for in articles of diet. There 
are but few white troops there, but a large 
force of colored. While I was there a squad 
of soldiers, belonging to the 29th Indiana 
Volunteers, came to the Sanitary Commis- 
sion rooms, asking for shoes, socks, and 
shirts. These men had been sent from 
Morganza, on a scouting expedition, and 
were in a destitute condition. Several of 
them were barefoot and ragged. There was 
no way in which they could draw from 

overnment, being on detached service. 

heir wants were fully supplied, and they 
left on another scout, with cheers for the 
Sanitary Commission. Finding what was 
needed there, Mr. Marsh, agent of Western 
Sanitary Commission at Natchez, accom- 
panied me to Vicksburg, and I gave him a 
small stock of stores to take back with him. 
Natchez is so small and unimportant a post, 
that I think an agent is not required there, 
as Mr. Marsh will act for us, the most per- 
fect harmony and good feeling existing be- 
tween the two Commissions. At Good- 
rich’s Landing, Milliken’s Bend, and one 
or two other minor posts, the want of vege- 
tables is great. Mr. Brown made a ship- 
ment to some of those points while I was 
there, and will attend to the wants of all. 
There is pressing demand for woolen shirts, 
under shirts, and socks. Can you not send 
some? The stock of cotton shirts is ample. 
I wrote you some time since that ‘“ Mr. 
Carpenter had gone up White River with 
a large invoice.” I told him ‘if possible, 
to go to Fort Smith.” Letters received 
from him show that the Arkansas River 
had so risen, that he could proceed there. 
“He has done so, and taken all the goods 
with him.” I rejoice that it wasso Mr. 
Grant will leave on the first boat, with 
stores for the mouth of White River, and 
an invoice will be sent to Helena in a day 
or two. 


EXTRACTS FROM “CLEVELAND BULLETIN.” 
CHaTranooGa, TENN., Oct. 30, 1864. 

* * * J have taken occasion upon this 
trip, as I have frequently heretofore, to look 
into the workings of that huge benevolent 
association, the United States Sanitary Com- 
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mission. I find it as ubiquitous, as humane, 
as charitable, as life-saving, as indispensable 
as ever. On every hand, both in the army 
and upon all the lines of communication, 
its presence is felt. Every hospital train, 
whose easy beds and rapid transit save un- 
numbered throes of mortal anguish to 
wounded heroes, rattles its praises. Every 
long delayed letter, retained for want of a 
pre-payment of sufficient postage at home, 
when it reaches the weary and home-sick 
soldier at the far off ‘front,’ endorsed 
“ Paid by U. 8. Sanitary Commission,” tells 
of its ever watchful care for the nation’s de- 
fenders. Let those who have contributed 
to the support of this noble Commission 
fee! assured that their contributions fulfill 
their object. I have seen many applica- 
tions of the contributions of the people of 
Huron County and other localities, and 
KNOW that they have been honestly, justly, 
and wisely used to the end for which they 
have been given. The members and agents 
of the Commission are live, earnest, work- 
ing, Christian men; men who have suc- 
ceeded in life in their own business, and 
who are not, consequently, engaged in the 
work to gain a livelihood, but through 
patriotic and charitable motives. I wish I 
could give your readers an adequate idea of 
the number of ways in which the Commis- 
sion dispenses charities and renders assist- 
ance to the soldiers; but I cannot. 
its most impoptant successes has been 
achieved through the medium of its Sani- 
tary Gardens, of which in this department 
it has four, viz: one at Murfreesboro, one 
at this point, one on Lookout Mountain, 
and one at Knoxville. These are intended 
to furnish supplies for the various hospitals 
in their respective localities. That at this 
place consists of about one hundred and 
twenty-five acres, and has been a great suc- 
cess. There have been gathered from it 
during the season, about twenty thousand 
bushels of produce of various kinds, worth 
at this point, as estimated, fifty thousand 
dollars! All this has been accomplished at 
an expense to the Commission of less than 
three thousand dollars! The other gardens 
have been more or less successful, according 
to the various circumstances of adaptation 
of soil agd climate, supply of seeds and 
implements, etc., which have surrounded 
them. 

I am fully persuaded,—and I have been 
‘in this army” over three years—that owing 
to the efforts of the U. S. Sanitary Commis- 
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sion, many, yes, very many valuable lives 
have been saved, and untold suffering has 
been avoided. Let this work go on! 

Let the loyal people of the land sustain 
this noble enterprise! and then, after this 
dire struggle shall have ceased, and peace 
shall again smile upon our distracted 
country, it will be recorded that not the 
least in the great work of saving the repub- 
lic, was found, erect in all its purity, noble 
in its charity, and resplendent in its practi- 
cal christianity, the United States Sanitary 
Commission. 

It is expected that the road to the front 
will soon be repaired, and the trains be run- 
ning as usual. I shall endeavor to take the 
first train through to Atlanta. 

C. P. WickHAM, 
» Major 55th O. V. I. 
Orricers’ Hospitat, Lookout Mountain, 
CHATTANOOGA, TENN., Aug. 26, 1864. 

I take advantage of a short sick leave, | 
which seems to be a regular episode in the 
the middle of a summer’s work at Chatta- 
nooga, and is.a very pleasant one when spent 
on these breezy heights, to send you some 
of my impressions of the Sanitary Commis- 
sion work. { 

In the first place although I expected to 
find that the Commission was doing a great - 
work among the soldiers, I was not prepared 
for the extent to which it seems to be re-— 
garded as a regular branch of the service, 
and to have in its care the comfort and even 
the life of the sick and wounded. I have 
talked with many private soldiers on the 
subject, sometimes without making known 
my own relations to the Commission, and 
although some have grumbled at what they 
believed to be its abuses, I have found 
scarcely any one who has not given it credit © 
for being essential to the army. 

A very intelligent corporal, who had no 
other interest in the Commission than as a 
former recipient of its bounty, having been 
lately discharged from the service, expressed | 
to me his own views and what he believed 
to be the views of all who had properly 
considered the subject. ‘ As long as a man 
is doing full duty in his company the goy- 
ernment usually takes full care of him, but 
as soon as he drops out of the ranks from 
sickness or wounds, he is thrown upon the 
Sanitary Commission. He is clothed hastily 
in the field hospital from the Sanitary stores, 
he lies upon a Sanitary bed and whatever 
he receives that a sick man can possibly eat 
or drink comes from the same source. As 
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the hospital arrangements now are, not one 
in ten of those who now recover could do 
so without the Sanitary Commission. But 
because it issues on the requisition of sur- 
geons and other officers, instead of distribu- 
ting at once to the patients, the latter sup- 
pose that everything is furnished by their 
own commissary, and they abuse the Com- 
mission while accepting its favors without 
knowing it.” I myself have known the 
most blatant grumblers go off crestfallen on 
being shown the mark of some Soldiers’ Aid 
Society on the clothing which they were 
wearing. 

The question is often asked whether the 
Commission is not doing much that govern- 
ment ought tu do, and which its incom- 
petent officers have neglected, ‘True there 
has been some of this, but it grows less 
everyday. But whatever government ought 
to do there is much which it leaves to the 
Sanitary, which will not be done without it, 
and which the army cannot spare. What- 
_ ever is lost or converted to unworthy uses, 
the soldiers themselves have told me that 
they considered to be amply repaid by the 
good accomplished by the rest. 

Visitors who have been staggered on first 
coming down here by the apparent confirm- 
ation of unfavorable reports, have afterwards 
said, as indeed many soldiers tell them, that 
there is no department under strictly govern- 
ment management in which the loss is not 
greater. I have never felt so keenly as now 
the necessity of supporting the Commission 
promptly and liberally. 

The above is an extract from a letter re- 
ceived at this office from a gentleman of 
this city who visited the front as our special 
agent. 


® 


THREE MONTHS IN THE JU. S. SANITARY 
COMMISSION. 
NO. 1V.—AMONG THE WOUNDED AT WHITE 
HOUSE LANDING. 


On the second day of June the wounded 
began to arrive, and seeing heavy work 
ahead, the cargo of the Kent was discharged 
into the Hoboken, and that steamer left for 
Baltimore, to get another supply of needed 
articles. A portion of the Hlizabeth was 
set apart for the better accommodation and 
feeding of the Relief Agents and nurses 
whose recent arduous labors at Fredericks- 
burg, Belle Plain, and Port Royal, Va., had 
shown the imperative necessity of exercis- 
ing more care toward them in their food 
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and rest, both as a matter of economy and 
justice. The writer of these papers was 
honored with the position of Purveyor, a 
part of the duties pertaining to that office, 
being the providing of food and lodging for 
all persons connected with the Sanitary 
Commission at the water base of the Army 
of the Potomac. I may say in passing, that 
necessitous cases hourly arose thereafter 
which caused the Director finally to instruct 
me to limit the blessings of feeding and 
resting needy soldiers and civilians to the 
extent only of the capacity of possible ac- 
commodation. It should here be under- 
stood that no case was admitted unless the 
need was proven, and then only on the 
order of some responsible officer in the ser- 
vice of the Government or of the Commis- 
sion, as I shall have occasion to refer again 
to this branch, I will not enlarge now. 


ARRIVAL OF WOUNDED. 


On Thursday, June 3, the wounded ar- 
rived by thousands, and thank God, our 
force was fully prepared for them. The 
field was taken as divided by Government 
officers in such cases, and relief stations 
with proper supplies, set up near each bri- 
gade hospital, to which were attached 
dressers of wounds, relief agents, &c. The 
Directors in this work, Hon. Frank B. Fay, 
and Dr. Joseph Parrish, pitched their tents in 
central locations on the field of operations, the 
better to supervise the work. ‘To facilitate 
the obtaining of necessary supplies, a large 
tent was erected at a convenient point, to 
which stores were drawn from the boats. 
So if a hospital steward needed a bandage, 
instead of making out a formal requisition, 
and running down to the boat of the Sani- 
tary Commission, and there awaiting his turn, 


involving the waste of perhaps two hours, 


he simply had to run to the next tent, 
where he was known to be what he repre- 
sented himself, and not a bandage alone, 
but every article that could comfort or as- 
sist the patient, was to be had for the asking ; 
and when the stores of the brigade tents 
failed, they were replenished from the large 
supply tent alluded to. Thus was the work 
systematized, and our whole force busied 
themselves from early dawn until far into 
the night of June 3. Similar scenes greet- 
ed us to those that were witnessed at Port 
Royal. 
TRANSPORTATION. 

Those dreadful army wagons without 

springs, as usual shook out the life from 
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many a brave boy, but there seemed no 
help for it at those times and_ places. 
One poor fellow i shall never forget, as I 
saw him with both hands amputated at the 
wrists, and part of his face broken in by a 
shell, being led to the hospital boat by an 
elderly gentleman, an Agent of the U. 8S. 
Sanitary Commission ; he looked so piteously 
thankful for the favor. When at eleven 
o'clock p.M., the Relief Corps returned to 
the boat for refreshments and rest, each and 
all expressed devout thanks that not one 
had been omitted who needed assistance. 


INCIDENTS. 


Many were the incidents narrated at these 
repasts from the experience of the agents. 
On the occasion referred to, T distinctly re- 
member two, one was that of a Massachu- 
setts man who was severely wounded in the 
throat, so that he could take no nourish- 
ment, and was only easy while in an upright 
position. One of our nurses devoted his 
whole time and attention to the poor fellow 
while he needed it. The soldier derived 
great comfort from a photograph of a family 
group, consisting of himself, his wife and 
three children ; in looking upon the shadows 
of those he loved his eyes expressed what 
his tongue could not; his spirit’s departure 
was sweet; he motioned the nurse to moisten 
his parched lips, placed the picture within 
the folds of his inner garment, and laying 
his head on the shoulder of his attendant 
he expired. The other incident was that of 
some colored men who were awaiting a 
passage from the White House. Seeing 
the difficulty many of the poor wounded 
had in reaching the boats, they procured 
wheelbarrows and volunteered their services 
to carry some of the slightly wounded ones 
thereto, and they did gallant service both in 
leading and carrying, on that occasion. Be- 


fore the late repast, alluded to was finished, - 


the news was brought us that the van of a 
train bearing eight thousand more of the 
wounded had arrived, and that more help 
must be sent into the field. To add to the 
troubles of the occasion a fierce rain storm 
had set in. However, a few of those who 
were really hardened to the work, volun- 
teered, while the rest were urged to rest in 
preparatidn for the work of the following 
day. This day’s issues of supplies was the 
largest of any previously chronicled in the 
history of the U. 8. Sanitary Commission, 
and exceeded that of any day during the 
ever memorable struggle at Gettysburg. 
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RESOLUTIONS - 
Adopted at a meeting of American Citizens 
held at Buenos Ayres, S. A., June 20, 
1864. ‘ 


Whereas, We recognise in the United — 


States Sanitary Commission an institution 
eminently Christian and humane, organized 
for the prevention and relief of suffering, to 
which object we have constant evidences 
that it is devoting its efforts most faithfully 
and energetically, therefore, 


Resolved, That we hereby desire to record. 


our expression of sympathy and interest in 
the work of charity and love in which the 
Commission is engaged, promising to pro- 
mote its objects by giving it what lays in 
our power, of our influence and means. 
Resolved, That a Committee of seven 
American Citizens be appointed by the 
Chair to raise contributions for the benefit 
of the Commission, in such manner as they 


may deem proper, with instructions not to — 


confine their field of labor to this Republic, 
but to extend the same to the neighboring 
Republics of Uruguay and Paraguay, with 
power to appoint such sub-committees as 
they may consider advisable. 

Resolved, That the Committee appointed 


be authorized to remit to the Treasurer of the 


Commission, the contributions that they may 
receive, in such manner as they may consider 
most advantageous, combined with safety. 

Resolved, That the Committee be autho- 
rized to call meetings of the subscribers 
and friends of the movement, at such times 
as they may deem expedient. 

Resolved, That we hereby tender to the 
Hon. Mr. Kirk our thanks for granting us 
the use of his rooms on this occasion, and 
for the warm interest he has taken in this 
movement; also the Editors of the “* Stand- 
ard” for their gratuitous publications of 
the notices calling this meeting, and for 
the favorable allusions made to it in some 
of their recent numbers. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions 


be forwarded to the President of the United — 


States Sanitary Commission. 
(A true copy.) Henry 8S. AYRES, 


Seeretary. 


Burnos Ayres, 8. A., Oct. 11, 1864. 


J. Foster JENKINS, M.D., 

Secretary of the U. 8. Sanitary Commission. 

Sir :—In accordance with one of a series 
of Resolutions, adopted at a meeting of 
American citizens, held here on the 20th of 
June last, for the purpose of taking mea- 
sures to raise funds in aid of the United States 


———————— 
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Sanitary Commission, I beg leave to wait 
upon you with a copy of these resolutions, 
for the information of your organization. 

The movement then initiated has result- 
ed in the collection of the sum of £1,195 
ls, sterling, which will be remitted to your 
Treasurer by this mail; it is hoped that 
this amount will be somewhat increased by 
further contributions. 

With the prayer that the Commission 
may be enabled to continue its work of 
humanity until the necessity for it ceases, 
which God grant may be soon. ° 

I remain, your obedient servant, 


Henry S. AYRES, 
Secretary. 


REPORT FROM SUSQUEHANNA CO., PA. 


In pursuance of instructions of the 
County Council held at Montrose, on the 
18th of October, the following summary of 
what has been done by the different Aid 
Societies of the County, for the Sanitary 
_ Commission has been prepared. The delay 

has been unavoidable, as some of the im- 
portant reports were received only a few 
days since. A few societies have been un- 
able to report by reason of the loose manner 
in which their accounts have been kept. 
Deaths, sickness, and removal, are the true 
reasons in most cases, of tardy or imperfect 
reports. A large number have sent in com- 
plete returns containing list of all articles 
forwarded, with estimated cash value, while 
some have sent complete lists with cash 
value of only a part, or the cash value of 
all that had been done, with only a partial 
list of articles. Some have given only a 
list of articles, and others only the cash 
value. This summary, therefore, though 
unavoidably imperfect, is the best that can 
be prepared from such data as can now be 
obtained. 

Montrose, Harford, Uniondale, Franklin, 
Sisters of the Immacculate Heart of Mary, 
Rush, Forest Lake, Friendsville and Forest 
Lake, West Harford, Lawsville Centre, 
Dimock, (2 soc.,) Friendsville, West Au- 
burn, Clifford, Springville, Auburn, East 
Bridgewater, and Little Meadows Aid Soci- 
eties have sent to the Sanitary Commission : 


1,247 shirts. 
174 sheets. 
588 pairs drawers. 
72) pillows, 
755 pillow cases. 
212 arm slings. 
291 dressing gowns. 
247 pairs slippers. 
342 pairs socks. 
1,912 towels and handk’fs. 
126 quilts and blankets. 


295 bottles of wine. 
71 gallons of wine. 
1 keg of wine. 
1 cask of wine. 
28 gallons of syrup. 
507 cans of fruit. 
2,709 pounds of dried fruit of 
all kinds. 
13% bushels of dried fruit. 
273 packages dried fruit. 
3144 firkins of pickles. 


11 bushels potatoes. 
110 needle-books, &c. 
61 pads. 
1 sack dried corn. 
8 quarts dried corn. 
12 pounds horse-radish. 
17 pounds corn starch, 
32 pounds of cheese. 
6 pairs of mittens. 
4 pairs of pants. 


100 pounds of butter. 
5 tubs of butter. 
1 firkin of butter. 

50 pounds maple sugar. 
1,125 cakes maple sugar. 
17344 dozen of eggs. 

1 keg of eggs. 

16 coats. 

64 hop pillows. 

2 pairs of shoes. 
314% bushels of apples. 110 lemons. 

10 quarts of vinegar. And more than 309 packages 

12 cans of honey. of unenumerated arti- 

14 cans, sundries. cles. 


Large quantities of bandages, lint, old 
cloth, reading matter, dried beef, sage, 
hops, fruit, combs, jelly, tea, green currants, 
pie-plant, currant, Shrub, raspberry, and 
elderberry vinegar, peaches, pears, eggs, 
beans, etc., are reported, of which no exact 
account can be given. 

Great Bend, Glenwood, Elk Lake, Brook- 
lyn, Upsonville, and Jackson Aid Societies 
report estimated cash value of articles sent 
at $943 62; donation from Welch citizens, 
$200; sent to Central Fair articles valued 
at over $3,000; making considerably more 
than four thousand dollars, in addition to 
the foregoing list of articles. 

West Auburn, and several other societies 
that were struggling to keep up the good 
work, acknowledge with thanks, ten dollars 
donations for their encouragement, from 
unknown friends, by hand of Miss 8. M. 
Walker. 

It cannot be doubted that the amount 
contributed by citizens of this county to 
the Sanitary Commission, and kindred 
charities, for the relief of our suffering sol- 
diers, is very much larger than is here re- 
ported. Let those whose labors of love fail 
to be made known to the world, remember 
that they are not forgotten of our Heavenly 
Father. 

It may safely be said, that benefactions 
so grand and magnificent, would never have 
been made had it not been for the noble 
women, who at great sacrifices and untiring 
zeal, have sustained the Aid Societies. 
Many of our citizens have most nobly 
seconded their efforts; some have done but 
little, while a large number have done al- 
most nothing. Let no lover of his country 
who reads this report, fail to “help those 
women.” The call for aid is now, and must 
for sometime be urgent. Let every one 
who can, do something, and the almoners of 
our benefactions will be forced to cry, 
‘hold, enough!’ Till that time, may there 
be no lack of giving or doing. 

CaLvin C. HALSEY, 
Secretary of the County Council. 
MonrTrosz, Pa., Nov. 28, 1864. 
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Carrespondence, 


CONTRIBUTION FROM SOLDIERS. 
Camp Connuss, Sept. 18, 1864. 

Dear Sir:— Enclosed you will find 
twenty-five dollars, a donation from Co. H, 
2nd C. C. V., to the Sanitary Fund. The 
donation was made from fractions of dollars 
due the men at the pay table, which the 
paymaster could not make at the time the 
men were paid—the amount being paid to 
them in bulk afterwards—and they (the 
men) voted to send it to the Sanitary Fund 
for the relief of our fellow-soldiers, who are 
fighting for “the Union and Liberty” in 
the Hast. Although not with them in per- 
son, our hearts and sympathies are in the 
work, and may God speed the day when 
this cursed rebellion shall be conquered, 
and peace, happiness and plenteousness once 
more reign supreme over our land. Hoping 
that this will reach you in safety, and pray- 
ing God will bless and aid our cause, I sub- 
scribe myself most respectfully, 

Your ob’t servant and well-wisher, 
Wo. W. WHITE, 


Private Co. H., 2d C. C. V., Camp Conness, 
Utah Territory, near Salt Lake City. 
Rev. HENRY W. BeLiows, 
President of the sanitary Commission, 


EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS BY AUXILIARY 
RELIEF AGENTS AT CITY POINT, VA. 


AMONG COLORED TROOPS. 


I have endeavored to familiarize myself 
with each and all, by engaging them in con- 
versation as to their previous history, con- 
nections, &c., and have been very much 
pleased with the intelligence displayed by 
some, and gratified by the respectful, as 
well as grateful demeanor of all. I find it 
both pleases and cheers them to find an in- 
terested listener to their relations, and I 
think tends to dissipate to a considerable 
extent the depression of spirits consequent 
upon sickness and absence from friends, 
and just to the same extent helps to pro- 
mote their recovery. While their patience 
under suffering is most exemplary, on no 
single occasion have I seen anything like 


impertinence in their manner or coarseness: 


in their expressions. As fact is said to 
be stranger than fiction, I have listened to 
the recitals of the experience of some which 
gave me a more vivid idea of the wrongs 
and cruelties of slavery, than any descrip- 
. tion I ever read or heard. Out of the whole 
number in my ward, (263), 161 can both 
read and write, while the rest, almost to a 
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man, (where able to sit up,) are anxious to 
learn. I have assisted them as much as 
possible with books and instructions, and 
find them as a rule apt scholars. Becoming 
accustomed to, I really like my work, not 


that it is at all agreeable, but the consci- 


ousness of being engaged in a good and 
noble cause, as well as aiding to some ex- 
tent to discharge the obligations we owe 
them as a race for ages of oppression and 
cruelty, amply compensates for the self- 


denial, which the most unpleasant part of 


the work requires. In addition to this, the 
erateful feeling they manifest is most pleas- 
ing and encouraging. 

I regard the moral and social aspects of 
this work as of greater importance than the 
physical ones, as I believe they tend to de- 
velop and elevate their character, while 
intimate social intercourse and real friendly 
interest stimulates their desire for improve- 
ment, and this tends to make them better 
soldiers and better members of society. A 
double obligation binds us to do all we can 
for this despised and* down-trodden race ; 
what we owe them for years of oppression 


and caste prejudice, and what we owe society — 


in which they are henceforth to mingle as 
free citizens. Every kind word and act, 
and every useful effort, while it helps to 
fulfill our obligations to them as the Crea- 
tor’s intelligent creatures, tends also to 
develop mind and manhood in them. 


AN INCIDENT. 


There is more real romance in this war 
than will ever be written, and my calling 


brings me face to face with more or less of © 


it. About a week since (not more) a young 
man was brought in here, suffering and 
worn down with chronic diarrhoea. He sent 
for me when he found that his hours were 
numbered, and told me his story and begged 
my prayers. He had been a first lieutenant 
in the English army, and had with him his 
commission and Crimean medal. Coming 
to this country in May last as a traveler, 
(from love of excitement), or because his 
was the old, old story of the prodigal son, 
he enlisted in July as a private in a etvalry 
regiment, and the Ist of September found 
him acting in that capacity in fioat of 
Petersburg. I found him dying, almost a 
stranger in a far country—a gentleman by 
birth and education, only twenty-nine years 
of age, and strikingly handsome—and as he 
told me the story of his wanderings from 
home and from God, and bade me write to 


a 


The Sanitary Commission Bulletin. 


909 





those nearest and dearest to him, my heart 
was touched as it has seldom been before. 
He fell asleep, humble, penitent and re- 
signed, and this evening at sunset [ com- 
mitted his body to the dust, in the hope of 
a ‘joyful resurrection. He sleeps in our 
quiet little cemetery on the Appomattox, 
while loving hearts across the Atlantic are 
waiting and watching for his footsteps. It 
is better as it is, for God has called the 
wanderer home. 

I have been thinking, as I wrote, that 
we little know of what material the rank 
and file of this great army is composed, and 
of what high honor it is worthy at the 
hands of the people. 

Individual Relief from a single Auxiliary Relief 

Station, Army of the Potomac, in one day, (No- 

vember 17, 1864,) exclusive of Hospital Relief. 


Applica- : Applica- ; 
Hae Articles, Hota: Articles. 
2 Apples. 22 Onions. 
1 Bay rum, 9 Pipes. 
10 Combs. 4 Paper. 
1- Cologne. 6 Penholders. 
1 Crackers, 15 Pens. 
3 Drawers. 8 * Pencils. 
ai Envelopes. 5 Pins. 
2 Ginger. 3 Suspenders, 
i Handkerchiefs, 4 Slippers. 
6 Ink. 4 Shirts. 
1 Lemons. 3 Towels. 
6 Mustard. 1Z Tobacco, 
2 Matches, 9 Thread. 
1 Milk. 1 Wine. 
6 Socks. 1 Yarn. 
3 Needles. 


Total number of applications, 149. Variety of articles, 32. 

WISCONSIN SOLDIERS’ AID SOCIETY. 

MitwavKeEz, Dec. 9, 1864. 
Editor Sanitary Commission Bulletin: 

Dear Srr :—Perhaps some of your sani- 
tarian readers would like to know something 
in brief of the work that is being done here 
in the common cause, by the good ladies of 
Milwaukee. For the last three years a 
Soldiers’ Aid Society, with auxiliaries in 
other towns and villages, has done for the 
State of Wisconsin, the same noble work 
with which the whole country, and more 
especially its armies, are now so familiar. 
It has since become an auxiliary of the 
Commission, and has added to the means of 
the latter, some 3,500 cases of supplies, 
which have in great part been distributed 
through the agency of the North-Western 
Branch of the Commission located in 
Chicago. 

But it is not alone in the collection of 
supplies, nor in the inspection of them so 
thoroughly, that not an article is repacked 
for transmission to Chicago and the front 
which has not been put in perfect order, 
nor a potatoe re-barrelled which has not had 











its “evil eye” eradicated, nor an onion that 
is not hard and sound, peeled in the “ pick- 
ling room,” (an establishment, the atmos- 
phere of which, is so redolent of sympathy, 
and its phenomena so replete with all that 
is affecting, that I had no sooner entered 
the door than I felt their lachrymal influ- 
ence, and left it with streaming eyes (not 
yet wholly dried), nor is it that in the pack- 
ing of everything, such thoroughness is 


observed that the packages are passed 


through the depot of the Branch in Chicago 
‘on faith,” without a thought of examina- 
tion—as [ was there informed, before I had 
an opportunity to see for myself—it is not 
alone thus, that they serve the friends and 
neighbors who are fighting their battles for 
them. They serve them in a way still 
dearer to those whose patriotism has not 
quenched, but rather quickened the sacred 
fires of the domestic altar, and who hear 
the sighings of their wives and the cries of 
their children, above the roar of the cannon 
and the whizz of the minie ball. They 
serve them by serving those, the memory 
of whom cheers the soldier, amid the waste 
places of the weary march, and the thought 
of whom, never more to be seen in this 
world, adds bitterness to his last hour on 
the field of death. 

As I look through the frosted window 
panes, I see women hurrying along the 
white, slippery street, wrapping close around 
them whatever of woolen and furs they have 
on—often alas! too scanty, though every 
one here wears furs—to shield themselves, 
as much as may be, from the keen bitter 
wind that drives the snow and ice before it, 
through an atmosphere wherein the thermo- 
meter stands at so many degrees below zero, 
that [ am afraid to mention it to the—com- 
paratively speaking—‘“ sunny south” deni- 
zens of the cities of Brotherly Loves, Monu- 
ments, Magnificent Distances, and wherever 
else southward Sherman and the Sanitary 
Commission Bulletin have by this time pen- 
etrated ;—and when they get to the door they 
push in—the bolder and more demonstrative 
of them, for some of them are timid and quiet 
—with such a hasty scrambling stamp of 
their snow-covered feet, and such a sharp 
clicking snap of the latch, as shows that 
they grudge every half:moment outside, 
when they can get inside. And when they 
get inside it is no wonder that the hoods 
and woolen wrappings become gradually 
thrown back and loosened, for a huge stove, 
the like of which for dimensions is quite 
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unknown to the ordinary purlieus of the 
sunny-southward places before-mentioned, 
radiates a most grateful warmth all through 
the large long room; nor is it any wonder 
that their faces soon become thawed and 
their features unpuckered, for in the midst 
of them—by this time their numbers have 
increased to quite a little multitude, some 
sixty I should say without counting—sits 
a little group of ‘elect ladies,’ with looks 
and tones of weleome for them; and in the 
midst of the elect ladies sits the one who 
not only—like others perhaps among them— 
gives all her days, and sometimes sleepless 
nights to the Wisconsin Soldiers’ Aid Soci- 
ety, but who, two or three months ago, 
braving railroad smashes, Mosby’s guerrillas 
and all'other perils of the road, journeyed 
all alone to Washington, and by her Napo- 
leonic tactics so softened the hearts of the 
stern officials of the Quartermaster’s De- 
partment—no, for it is too serious a matter 
for jesting—by her graphic representations 
of these very women now before me, sol- 
diers’ wives or widows, waiting for back 
pay or pension, through months and some- 
times for over a year, with the ‘hope de- 
ferred that maketh the heart sick,” waiting 
on such days as this with hungry children 
cowering round her fireless hearth; by the 
power of truth and her pathetic delineations 
of the alternative if the boon were refused, 
of great and unavoidable suffering among 
the families whose providers had abandoned 
home ties for the wider circle of duty, 
which at every point touches hardship, 
danger and death, obtained a Government 
contract for the making up of soldiers’ 
underclothes, and it is by the work and 
pay afforded. them in sewing these clothes, 
that these poor women get the tea to soften 
their bread, and the salt to flavor their chil- 
dren’s potatoes. Would that a new contract 
could be obtained every week or two, and 
then they might now and then add sugar 
to their tea, and meat to their potatoes. 
But a more important work still is done 
for these poor women and their children by 
these ladies, and that is, in securing for them 
the County and State money allowed by 
the laws of the State to the families of sol- 
diers in the field, but which most of them 
are too uneducated—at least in English, for 
the Tuetonie element largely prevails—to 
get for themselves, and are thus left to the 
long delays of uninterested persons who 
make only a matter of business of their 
affairs; or still worse, become a prey to 
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sharpers and those wicked ones who “ de- 
vour widows’ houses” and “afflict the 
fatherless child.” In this room in fact is 
a branch bureau of the great and beneficent 
Special Relief System of the Commission, 
and it has been organized by and is carried 
on under the instructions of the Secretary 


of State for Wisconsin, an ex-General, who — 


has given an arm and his health to the cause, 
and knows how to sympathize with his old 
comrades, both in their anxieties of the 
field and of their homes. Over this bureau 
presides the wife of an eminent judge, and 
the ermine certainly loses nothing of its pu- 
rity and dignity when it covers such workers, 
and shields such work as this. On the table 
before her lie, numerous blanks, which are 
rapidly being filled in, by herself and her 
assistant—who, as interpreter, exchanges 
the soft tones of her native Castilian for 
Knglish and for the still more gutteral Ger- 


man—and as fast as they are signed (or 


marked) by the claimants, they are laid 
together to be forwarded to Madison, the 
capitol of the State, for official action. By 
their side lies a pile of bank checks, the 


fruit of former papers of the same kind, 


substantiating similar claims to payment of 
State dues. You should see how that poor 
German woman’s square heavy face, redden- 
ed by the frost and hardened by poverty 
and anxiety, refines and lightens up, as the 
stuff for the garment is put into her hands; 
or better still, the price of those she brings 
back is handed to her to be exchanged for 
some little article of necessity, or to her 
luxury for herself or child; or still better, 


as the pen is put into her finger for the stiff, © 


angular, black-letter-like German signature 
that looks so hard and crabbed to English- 
scrip-reading eyes, or is guided over the 
paper to form the cross which indicates 
‘her mark,” which mark, simple as it is, 
is the ‘open sesame’ to a Golconda of 
several greenbacks; or best of all, as the 
sundry dollars collected on a check in her 
favor is consigned to the depths of her 
glove, her handkerchief or, her pocket. 
What a pity she can’t lay down her cross 
once for all when putting it on paper, and 
that she cen’t get a check cashed every 
week without having to bear it! 

Thus, here in the far North-West, one 
lays one’s hand, amid the ice and snow, on 
one point of the circumference of that same 
vast circle (its stupendeousness and benefi- 
cence not realized perhaps even by its own 
central workers) which, alive with deeds of 
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charity at every point within its superfices, 
throws out its magnetic wires laden with 
messages of love and its tracks freighted 
with good cheer, and from this and every 
other available spot of its periphery, from 
the frozen North to the burning South, 
from the malarious levee of the father of 
waters to the long bleak reaches of the 
Atlantic coast, untouched, let us hope for 
- permanent harm by the sectarian envyings 
of its enemies without, or by the local jeal- 
ousies of its friends within, or by manifold 
other infirmities within and without, and 
which, let us also hope, will be used to the 
end as a potent instrument of the Almighty 
. for the staying of the famine and thirst, the 
covering of the nakedness, and the healing 
of the wounds and fevers of the battle-field, 
during the evil days of the civil war; and, 
by the memories of its impartial beneficence, 
for the blotting out of old scars and feuds, 
and the cementing of National Brotherhood 
in the glad time that shall come after it. 
Truly yours, . 
ALFRED J. BLoor. 


Special Relief Department. 
A NEW “HOME” AT PADUCAH, KY. 


On Monday, November 21, a new Sani- 
tary Commission ‘‘ Home’? was opened at 
Paducah, Ky., for the reception of soldiers 
in need of temporary shelter and food. 

Its need is shown by the fact that the 
first day 120 meals were given, 50 men 
coming in “before rations could be fur- 
nished.” During the first six days 946 
meals were given, beside many men fur- 


nished with lodgings, and the attentions 


given to the sick. 

Thus, at another point, the beneficent love 
of the people is reaching the needy soldiers 
in the field; and in no way does this love 
have a more practical expression than in 
these ‘‘ Homes,” where the hungry find 
fool, the homeless find shelter, and the 
weary find rest. 

ANNAPOLIS. 
BY J. ADDISON WHITAKER. 


I herewith respectfully present my report 
for this District, for the week ending Nov. 
26, 1864. 

OFFICE. 


I have expended $89 50, as you will see 
by reference to statement, Paper A, for- 
_ warded to B. Collins, Esq., Assistant Trea- 
surer, New York. 


I have received, issued and haye on hand 
stores as stated in Paper B. 

In view of expected arrival, and at last 
(Thursday) the arrival of paroled prisoners, 
we have been engaged in preparation for 
their reception. This work, however, has 
not in any way interfered with the regular 
‘‘ office duties,’ which from the fact that 
the District has been pretty well cleaned 
out by furloughs, and the return of conva- 
lescents to their regiments or other hospi- 
tals to make way for the paroled men, have 
not been so pressing as heretofore. As it 
may interest you to have some idea of our 
office duties, even in the lull of business, I 
present a copy of my journal for three 
days, viz. : 

November 21.—Office opened at 9 a.m. 
Large number of. soldiers called for blanks 
for commutation of rations. Reports for 
week ending 19th inst. from Camp Parole, 
hospitals and office sent by mail. Furnish- 
ed two destitute ambulance drivers with 
shoes and shirts. Call from Chaplain Ham- 
mond, St. John’s College hospital about 
printing for office, and requesting my at- 
tendance during his absence at funerals. 
Letter from John Bowne inquiring of 
Hugh O’Brien, a soldier. Lady called; 
she arrived this morning, found her hus- 
band dead and buried; furnished her with 
the necessary blanks for widow’s pension, 
&e.; sent her in conveyance to the Soldiers’ 
Burial Ground to visit the grave of her 
husband; she was much distressed and 
shed tears of real sorrow; took her meals at 
“Home,” and expressed great gratitude to 
the Commission. 

November 22.—Weather cold and snow- 
ing. Furnished two destitute soldiers with 
one pair shoes, two pairs socks and two 
pairs mittens. Two ladies from Baltimore 
called to obtain information in regard to 
balance of Maryland State Bounty due de- 
ceased relatives; they were informed how 
to proceed, and were successful in obtaining 
the money. Two agents of the Christian 
Commission called on business. Applica- 
tions for towels and handkerchiefs; none 
on hand. Letter from Dr. Palmer, sur- 
geon-in-charge, St. John’s College hospital, 
requesting attendance at burial of soldier. 
Letter from Dr. Bacon, surgeon-in-charge 
Annapolis Junction Hospital, asking sup- 
plies for Thanksgiving dinner for soldiers. 
Sent him meal, corn starch, also keg of fresh 
oysters. Many calls from soldiers for ap- 
plication for commutation of rations while 
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in prison. Forwarded four certificates 
for New York State Bounty for soldiers. 
Sent stores to Camp Parole. Letter from 
A. B. Clapp inquiring about his son. 

November 25.—Renewed cards for ad- 
mission at ‘‘ Home” for three ladies. Call 
from Ohio State Agent; our interview was 
very agreeable, explained our manner of con- 
ducting business, &c.; was much interested 
and seemed to appreciate the efforts of the 
Commission and its great usefulness; was 
thankful for information given him, and 
expressed himself much obliged. Several 
calls from soldiers asking assistance in col- 
lecting commutation of rations, Xe. 

Thursday, flag of truce boats began to 
arrive. Blackstone 565, Atlantic 660 and 
44 deaths, Gen. Sedgwick 505, Weybossett 
500, Herman Livingston 755 and 2 deaths. 
Others are looked for daily, and unless 
Gen. Sherman has interfered with the ex- 
change, (and it is intimated he has,) we 
shall soon have a much larger number than 
can be comfortably accommodated here. 
Many of them are in a very destitute con- 
dition. 

The Government officers, I believe, have 
done all they could do to promptly meet 
the wants of the sufferers. We have worked 
a helping hand as usual, and I trust not in 
vain. ‘Towels and needles are now the 
only things we are in need of. Our agents 
are active in rendering much assistance at 
their several stations. Camp Parole is fill- 
ing up, and our work is being steadily pro- 


‘secuted by our agents there. Mr. Miller, 


hospital visitor, is also busy, and has 
promptly met every boat on its arrival. 
The “‘ Home” is quite empty, but no doubt 
shall have a large number of visitors soon. 
My report is hastily sketched on account of 
a number of interruptions. 


BY MRS, S. L. PHILLIPS AND MISS ALMA CARY. 
Camp Parotg, Dec. 2, 1864. 


Our usually quiet and orderly encamp- 
ment has been the scene of unwonted acti- 
vity and excitement for the last few days, 
owing to the arrival of the thousands of 
prisoners from the Charnel House, at An- 
dersonville. Commission Agents, as well 
as Government officials of every grade, have 
been occupied in caring for these, our un- 
fortunate fellow-countrymen, who came back 
to us living skeletons, monuments of the 
inhuman barbarity instituted or counte- 
nanced by “Southern chivalry.” They will 
soon constitute a majority in our crowded 
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hospital wards, and may be readily dis- 
tinguished by their lean visage and peculiar 
complexion. Their condition calls for our 
deepest sympathy, and their united testi- 


mony fully corroberates the different and ~ 


repeated portrayals in our public journals, of 
their untold sufferings. When conversing 
with them, their eyes often fill with tears, as 
they say, “O! it can never be told, no 
language can express our suffering; could 
we tell all, it would not be believed. It is 
scarcely possible to exaggerate them,’’ ete. 

We were interested in an account given 
by a young man of Philadelphia, of a po- 
litical meeting held in the “ Stockade,” as 
they term the “pen” into which they 
were crowded like herds of cattle, where 
some of our men spoke boldly and eloquently, 
for the Union and our noble President, in 
the hearing of some Rebel officers, who had 
given permission for a discussion between 
the two parties, and when the vote was 
taken in that dismal place, where they had 
been told our Government led them to die, 
a large majority was given for the Union. 
All who are not too ill, seem overjoyed at 
their deliverance, and speak of their present 
condition as almost a paradise. They usu- 


ally express fervent thanks for the least _ 


contribution to their comfort. Some are. 


‘beyond the reach of human aid. To speak 


a few words of sympathy, to furnish a little 
cordial, to receive last messages for absent 
dear ones, to point to the ever present 
Almighty Friend, who alone can go with 
them through the dark valley; to write 
and repeat the sad tale to absent friends, is 
in many cases, a// that is left for your 
agents todo. One of these died the next 


day after coming to this section, others must ~ 


follow soon, and, as one of their number 
expressed it, “‘Oh! what multitudes are 
ruined for life, who may yet survive.” 

‘But it is hoped that in many cases, these 
afflictions ‘will work out for them a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory” in a future life. : 

Camp Parotn Hospitat, 
December 9, 1864. } 

Although the past week has been one of 
deeply painful interest here, we can but re- 
iterate the oft-repeated tale of suffering, 
death and sorrow, yet now intermingling 
with the untold joys of deliverance from. 
cruel bondage; and with the more favored 
ones—the anticipation of a speedy reunion 
with loved ones at home, by many of whom 
the ransomed will be received as life from 
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the dead. Our wards in this section are 
becoming crowded with the newly arrived; 
but, alas, many only come to die—six have 


gone to their long home during the week. . 


One who had been a sailor, a German by 
birth, only lived long enough to leave a 
noble and precious dying testimony, for 
which he had to be repeatedly aroused from 
the stupor of death. “God,” he said, ‘had 
been with him by sea and by land—his 
only refuge in all his afflictions.” Again 
and again he blessed Him for all His mer- 
cies, particulanly in bringing him here to 
cie, among the kind friends of the soldier 
and the Union—while his peaceful and 
radiant countenance told more than words 
could express. 

Much sympathy has been excited for a 
very young soldier boy, who, after several 
weeks had become convalescent, and was 
anticipating a visit home, but was again 
prostrated by fell disease, and suddenly 
passed away—it is hoped to be with Christ, 
. as he expressed trust in Him. . A severe 
case of typhoid fever was watched with 
much solicitude for several days; while the 
patient endurance and calm trust spoke a 
soul at peace with God. Nor was this all. 
“Tell my mother,” said the noble sufferer, 
as death drew nigh, ‘not to mourn for me— 
I die happy; I hope to meet her in heaven 
at the great day; and I hope this wicked re- 
bellion will soon be ended.” While the 
heart sickens at scenes like these almost 
daily repeated, it is a fact that calls for fer- 
vent gratitude to God, that in a majority 
of cases, thus suddenly taken, have given 
precious evidence of having been only 


transferred to that world of light and love — 


where pain and sorrow never come. And 
in recording them, we do not forget that 
they are far exceeded in intensity of woe 
by scenes daily twanspiring in the neighbor- 
ing city, to say nothing of the hundreds 
that died daily, uncalled for, except by 
the compassionate Redeemer—amid those 
scenes of revolting cruelty—which seem to 
beggar description, the remembrance of 
which will ever remain a foul blot even on 
the Confederacy; and which it would seem 
must arouse the indignation of every Chris- 
tian or patriot in our land. 


BY C. F. HOWES. 
ANNAPOLIS, Mp., Dec. 10, 1864. 


I have the honor to submit the following 


as my report for the week ending Decem- 
ber 10, 1864. 


Vou. I..No. 29 58 
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In assuming the responsibilities of the 
Sanitary work in this district, so faithfully 
superintended by my predecessor, I find .a 
very large field of labor. The destitute con- 
dition of a large number of returned prison- 
ers, who have arrived the past week, and 
the constant demand upon the Commission 
for supplies, prove how well adapted are its’ 
arrangements, for meeting their wants. The 
Sanitary Commission is well represented 
when the several boats arrive, and the sur- 
geons render every possible facility to aid 
our agents in their work, and often express 
their appreciation of our efforts. 740 
prisoners arrived to day. Every man has 
been supplied with a towel, handkerchief, 
comb, needles, thread, paper, pencils, and 
had his palate tickled with a few goodies 
from the Sanitary Commission storehouse. 
There is no limit to the variety of assistance 
we give these men. 

The New England Womans’ Auxiliary 
Association deserves special mention for the 
timely arrival of towels and handkerchiefs 
to meet an immediate demand. For hospi- 
tal divisions No. 1 and 2, I would refer you 
to Mr. Miller’s report. Here I would 
speak of the valuable influence of Mrs. Dr. 
Parrish, exerted among the sick and wounded 
in the various hospital wards of this city. 
The kind and cheering words at the bedside 
of the suffering forms, and the many letters 
of affection written by her to long absent 
and loved ones at home, caused tears of joy 
to flow from eyes that had long seen suffer- 
ing, andsuch expressions of gratitude as come 
only from lips livid with months of terrible 
suffering. One of the men informed me that 
when be saw her entering his ward, he com- 
menced to pray that she would come to his 
bedside and talk to him of friends and home. 

The “ Home” has been crowded to its ut- 
most capacity. ‘Thus far, none have been 
turned away. Joy and sorrow, rejoicing 
and mourning, fill its cheerful halls. Our 
little matron, Mrs. Sayres, makes every one 
around her happy, and the admirable con- 
dition of the ‘“‘ Home” shows that her heart 
is in the work. All who share its hospital- 
ities return to their homes overflowing with 
“ Sanitary,” saying, “I now see some of 
the avenues through which the Sanitary 
Commission reach the needy and destitute.” 


CAMP PAROLE. 


The importance of our work at Camp 
Parole will beseen by Mr. Batchelor’s report. 
The system of paying and giving furloughs 
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to the men, is now very complete. It has 
been found necessary to retain the men 
several days in camp before attempting to 
pay them, because with money many would 
injure their health and even endanger their 
lives, by eating improper food. 

Captain Davis, who first cares for the men 
after their arrival, informs me that Jamaica 
ginger, mixed in stewed apples, is beneficial 
for their first few meals; both of the above 
articles we have furnished him in sufficient 
quantity. 

I have found it necessary to make further 
claims for commutation of rations. The 
men are now mustered for this and sub- 
sequently paid. Enquiring letters for 
friends among the exchanged prisoners are 
numerous, and daily increasing in number. 
When no positive information can be ob- 
tained of their condition, the name, com- 
pany, and regiment are registered (with ad- 
dress of enquirer) in this office, and the 
search is renewed upon the arrival of each 
subsequent’ boat. JI. may say our work is 
moving smoothly on, with no jarring notes 
of discord. = - 

BY JAMES BATCHELOR. 
AnnaPouis, Mp., Dec. 3, 1864. 

I herewith respectfully offer my report 
for the week ending at date. 

This has been an “unusually busy week on 
all hands, as about three thousand prisoners 
from Savannah have arrived in camp. My 
two assistants have, together with myself, 
been kept so busy on the days of the arrival 
of the men, that we have scarcely had time 
to obtain our meals. The men were in a 
terrible condition, and the combs, towels, 
handkerchiefs, &c., which were distributed 
to them came in very good use. The worst 
cases were put in Section D. When they 
found what good quarters they were to be 
placed in, viz., a bunk with a straw bed, 
they were well pleased, and two of them 
told me that it was like getting into heaven, 
compared with their accommodations, or 
rather want of accommodations just before. 
One man told me that he should never 
again complain of the common troubles of 
life, as they were nothing in comparison 
with what was endured in the rebel lines. 
And then their expressions of gratitude 
were refreshing, after the suHenness and 
ingratitude of “the professional bummers, 
who are often heard complaining of their 
lot. I have distributed a number of shirts 
to sick men who could not endure the Gov- 
ernment shirts. Three-fourths of the men 
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are sick with the scurvy, and many of them 
cannot eat the food furnished them. Such 
cases I supplied with crackers, and to some 
who were not allowed coffee, I gave tea. 
To-day fourteen hundred men came in, and 
as they missed their dinner, I sent a man 
who distributed several baskets of crackers 
among them. , 

From Section A comes the report of a 
busy week; anda description, which though 
vivid, can convey only a small idea of the 
condition and sufferings of the hospital pa- 
tients. Several deaths have occurred already, 
and it seems probable that a great majority 
of the new cases cannot live. 

The surgeon-in-charge wishes me to furn- 
ish him with a quantity of ‘ pickled -cab- 
bage’’ for the scurvy cases in the hospital. 
As he cannot buy the article, I would re- 
commend that it should be furnished him. 


PRACTICAL CHRISTIANITY. 
BY REV. J. A. ANDERSON. 


In Christ’s description of the last judg- 
ment we find not a word concerning the 
belief which guides an action, but teeming 
paragraphs concerning the actions them- 
selves. He is silent as to the intellectuali- 
ties, so to speak, of religion; but vivid and 
pungent respecting the deeds of religion. 
The vigor and sweep of his utterances, 
labor to express themselves in such words 
as these :—‘‘ Come, ye blessed of my Father, 
inherit the kingdom: For I was ahungered, 
and ye gave me meat; I was thirsty, and ye 
gave me drink; I was a stranger, and ye 
took me in; naked, and ye clothed me; I 
was sick, and ye visited me; I was in prison, 
and ye came unto me. Verily, I say unto 
you, inasmuch as ye have done it unto 
one of the least of these my brethern, ye ~ 
have done it unto me.’ 

We would, by no means, have it infer- 
red that the intellectualities of religion are 
unimportant; but would only guard against 
that tendency, in the minds of some, which 
elevates theology above practice; and which 
does not deem those organizations that 
abound in the practice of religion to be 
as christian and as praiseworthy, as those 
which teach the intellectualities of religion. 
Giving a man directions how he shall 
thread his way across the vast Plains to the 
Pacific, is one thing, and an important 
thing; but dotting ‘those Plains with 
‘Homes,’ where he shall find lodging, food, 
rest, and clothing, is, to say the least, quite 
as important, and quite as christian. 


_ 
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These thoughts were suggested by the 
numbers of lodgings and meals that were 
given to the men who are fighting the fierce 
battles of God’s truth, by the Sanitary Com- 
mission, in its ‘Soldiers’ Homes” at Louis- 
ville and Camp Nelson, Ky.; Jeffersonville 
and New Albany, Ind.; Cairo, Ill.; Nash- 
ville and Memphis, Tenn., and New Or- 








leans, La. For October, the figures are : 

Lodgings. Meals. 
Louisville, 28,203, 84,609. 
Camp Nelson, 12,495, 34,882. 
New Albany, 862, 3,209. 
Cairo, . 3,425, 15,701. 
Nashville, — 9,603, 82,023. 
Memphis, 1,203, 4.358. 
New Orleans, 5,753, ey ek, 
61,544. 190,661. 

For the month of November: 

Lodgings. Meals, 
Louisville, 33,449, 100,547. 
Camp Nelson, 8,556, 17,358. 
‘Jeffersonville, Tol th 2,748. 
» Cairo, 5,981, 20,762. 
Nashville, 15,020, 49,961. 
Memphis, 1,140, 4,048. 
New Orleans, 7,306, 20,408. 
72,963. 215,627. 


The soldiers of our armies have come to 
these Homes in all conditions of health or 
sickness; of hunger, thirst, or raiment; of 
all nativities, languages and complexions ; 
enlisted under the banner of every State, 
yet fighting under the broad standard of all 
the States; and whether near the Gulf of 
Mexico, upon the banks of the Mississippi, 

,the Cumberland, or the Ohio, or on the 
hills trod by Daniel Boone, have been fed ; 
have been put to sleep in clean beds; have 
been clad, when clothing was necessary ; 
have had their wounds dressed, or their 
brows bathed as the interminable hours of 
a feverish night dragged by; have been 
transported to the proper depots; forwarded 
on their way to another “‘ Home,” thence to 
another, and finally to their friends; while 
couriers have been sent in charge of the 
sickest; and money has been furnished the 
neediest. Is such a work as “ Christian,” 
in the sight of the full-hearted Father, as 
is the distribution of tracts? 

Between twenty and thirty Soldiers’ 
Homes, placed by the Sanitary Commission 
all over the land, from North to South, and 
West to Hast, at centres where they are most 
needed, are in daily and nightly operation. 
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By these seven, we find that in October 


2,052 lodgings were given each night, and 
6,356 meals each day. In November, 
2,423 lodgings were given each night, and 
7,187 meals were given each day. 

At this ratio, these seven Homes furnish, 
in one year, 807,042 lodgings, and 2,457,728 
meals. 

How many lodgings and meals have been 
given by all the Homes during the past 
year cannot now be stated; but the agere- 
gates are large. 

Arrangements are -being perfected, by 
which the Bulletin and Reporter will be 
able to make monthly publications of these 
and similiar facts. And when the public 
does know all that is being done by the 
people through the U.S. Sanitary Com- 
mission, we shall hear fewer objections con- 
cerning its management. 


“HUNGRY, AND YE FED ME.’ 

The Sanitary Commission does not con- 
fine its efforts to one locality, and then seek 
to leave the impression upon the community 
that said efforts and said locality are to be 
taken as average specimens of its work. The 
world, generally, would consider such a 
course as dishonorable; and the church, 
generally, would term it as dishonest. 

From the old “dark and bloody ground,” 
the following report is wafted to us; and 
while it will serve to show that the efforts 
of the Sanitary Commission are not con- 
fined to the Army of the Potomac, it will, 
also, which is better, show that the brave 
soldiers under Major Generals Stoneman and 
Burbridge, are made comfortable through 
its instrumentality. 

Sotpiers’ Homn, Camp NeELson, ah 
Dee. 1, 1864. 
Dr. J. S. NEWBERRY, 

Dear Sir:—I herewith subjoin state- 
ment of our work at the “ Home,” for the 
month of November, 1864. 

Meals, 17,358. Lodgings, 8,556. 

The peculiar situation of the ‘ Home,” | 
in a camp controlled almost entirely by the 
rules of uncertainty and beyond the reach 
of calculation, renders our work inevitably 
spasmodic and undefined. 

If the day is dull, and only a few sol- 
diers call for the ever ready meal, the eve- 
ning, and perchance the late hours of the 
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night, will surely bring us scores, and fre 
quently hundreds of hungry and weary men- 

Often, when our business horizon is clou- 
ded, and we think there is very little work 
in store for us until to-morrow, a breeze is 
stirred, and a cloud of candidates for our 
bounties is blown suddenly upon us. Then 
comes the most grateful sensation which pre- 
- vails every where, throughout dining hall, 
‘kitchen, and wards; the “Home” detail 
cheerily throwing off the oppression of 
ennui, and hasten cheerily to their work. 

The Commissary, always happiest when 
hurrying after rations, prefers, even at mid- 
night, his work rather than his bed; and 
goes willingly in quest of the Government 
bakery and butchery. 

Our rule is to keep on hand a reasonable 
supply of fresh beef and bread, but we are 
sometimes surprised, when cautious not to 
draw more than we may use while they are 
fresh ; hence, the necessity for these noc- 
turnal visits to the bakery, Xe. 

Such was the case on the evening of the 
Nov. 28. All our men, and sundry friends, 
had interested themselves in ornamenting 
our dining hall with cedar and shrubbery, 
and making the arrangements for a thanks- 
giving dinner. The day had otherwise been 
quiet, but at nightfall a large representation 
of three regiments, 53d, 54th, and 55th Ky., 
with members of other regiments, in tran- 
sutv, came suddenly for supper, when we 
readily dropped our preparations for the 
morrow, leaving it to care for itself, while 
we hurried ourselves about the demands 
of the present. As several hundreds had 
to be fed, our supper continued until after 
midnight, for the men had been without 
rations since early morning, and were un- 
provided with cooking utensils. 

The preparation of food continued all 
night. Breakfast began at three o’clock in 


the morning and continued until three. 


o'clock in the afternoon, without the least 
intermission; after which, the troops march- 
ed thankfully away to meet the rebels un- 
der Breckenridge or any other man. | 

The rush of business has been so great 
for the past twenty-two hours that our 
effective force was entirely worn out, and 
there was scarcely enough energy left to 
enable us to enter fully upon the thanks- 
giving feast. However, under the manage- 
ment of Mrs. Butler, a company of three 
hundred soldiers sat down at six o’clock, to 
a bountiful supper of turkeys, chickens, 
cakes, fruits, vegetables, &c. Revs. Schofield 
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and Vitters: delivered happily conceived 


speeches, and remarks abounded from sol- 
diers and their friends. The entertainment 
was highly satisfactory, and was truly an ~ 
oasis in the life of the soldier. | 

The decorations and arrangements of the 
dining hall were very tastefully made, and 
in the fulness of lamp-light appeared like 
the elegance of a similar entertainment at 
home. Very respectfully, 

THoMAS BUTLER. 


ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY YEARS AGO. 
Brooktyn, Dec. 9, 1864. 
During a recent appeal.to the loyal women 
of Brooklyn for old linen for the wounded 
soldiers, among other responses we re- 
ceived the following note, accompanying a 
donation of linen bearing the marks of age. 
Thinking it may be interesting to others 
as it was to ourselves, we send it for the 
readers of the BULLETIN. ewe 


“ FRIENDS OF THE RELIEF COMMIS- 
SION :—It may not be uninteresting to you 
to know, that some of the pieces of old 
linen left by me at your office this morning 
are very venerable by reason of age. 

“A hundred and fifty years ago, among 
the Ochill hills, in Caledonia, and at the 
open window of a farm house of that lo- 
cality, the passer by. might have seen a 
young blooming lassie working merrily at 
her spinning wheel, preparing for the most 
eventful change in the life of any one; in 
short, she was spinning for her own future 
use, sheets, towels, Xe. 

‘Little did that young woman dream, as 
she merrily drove her wheel, that her handy 
work would be used in 1864 to bind up the 
wounds of heroic men, who stand and fight 
for freedom in days of danger; yet, such is 
the case, and I thought that you might be 
pleased to know the fact. 


‘¢ Respectfully, W. Mz. K.” 


PRISONERS. 

The work of the Sanitary Commission 
among our soldiers, who are prisoners in — 
the South, may never be sufliciently esti- 
mated. The best that can be done for 
them is done. The following copies of in- 
voices of goods forwarded to them by Dr. 
M. M. Marsh, Sanitary Commission Agent 
in Gen. Foster’s department, will indicate a 
portion of that work. The receipt of the - 
Confederate officer was taken on the delivery 


of each invoice, and contains a promise 
that the goods should be “safely and 
promptly delivered to the Union private 
soldiers, held as prisoners of war at Charles- 
ton, 8. C., and in its vicinity.” 


U.S. Transport “ Canonicus,” 
Orr Cuaruustoyn, 8. 0., Oct. 3, 1864. 


I hereby acknowledge the receipt, this 
day, from Lieut. Col. Stewart L. Woodford, 
127th N. Y. V., of Maj. Gen. Foster’s staff, 
of boxes numbered 26 to 82, and marked 
according to the above invoice. - 

The clothing and stores contained in these 
boxes are agreed by Maj. Gen. Sam. Jones, 
commanding Confederate forces, to be safely 
and promptly delivered to the Union pri- 
vate soldiers, held as prisoners of war at 
Charleston, S. G., and in its vicinity. 

P. C. WARNICK, 


A. D. C. to Maj. Gen. Sam. Jones, 
Commanding Department S. C. 


’ The 57 boxes alluded to in the above re- 
ceipt contained the following articles : 


Blankets... o/s veees ace .. 79 | Socks, woolen, prs...... 516 
Coate.\....< Aosnibagee Je 25 mEPECOLCOM. DESss.006.0s 96 
Drawers, flannel, prs...4106 | Shirts, flanuel.......... 1711 
“« _ eotton, prs.... 200 | Slippers, prs............ 200 
Overalls. prev. tines osc ADE OWIOLS sis. <: sina sieceeiee ave 1072 
PSS Srugs Rosle oss MORE RUS calelet. vie ceihis oe a6: ch 5 
IPADTOWD ERs c 6 «eas dedue Me SHAW EAD POLS.) c.0.0 eels ieinie's a0 391 
REET ates oe ote e A aseeity. 54 


In addition to these for the private sol- 
diers, 23 boxes were sent on-the same day 
to the officers at the same places. These 
boxes contained 


BOGMERCKe acetic... « 258) Towels.... .. Rielelcinois oats 1100 
Drawersioesicrs:: eee STE DES Sat's cla nsec ke cae 518 
Handkerchiefs.......... 2084 | Wrappers....ccesesee- ee 221 
Qyilisieecste: : Winvemelo 6 4 83 | 


Receipts similar to the above have been 
received for all articles forwarded. ,We 
give below a list of the eoods with the dates 
upon which they were sent. 

Sanitary stores and clothing furnished by the U. S. 

Sanitary Commission, through Maj. Gen. Foster, 


jor U.S soldiers, prisoners at Andersonville, Ga. 
September 22, 1864. 


Crackers, barrels...... 100 





AMICI! 2s.2otigaee ees 200 
Condensed milk, cases. 12] Socks, pairs........... 1010 
Condensed coffee, “ 12| Drawers, pairs........ 1005 
Canned tomatoes, ‘ MU (MISLLINTES sts) Sais p | isro,asesetel aber 1001 
WP OW O182.,5 5 eins «5 i508 Rear | SLIPPOYS 5 PALS... /\.10.0.0 0% 444 
Concentrated beef, cases 24| HandkerchiefS........ 1276 





Clothing for Federal prisoners of war at Charleston, 
S. C., forwarded by Dr. M. M. Marsh, Agent U. 
S. Sanitary Commission, October 1, 1864. 


WOlGl BAILS Hecie'as siis' ess’ 1000 | Zouave jackets........ 66 
HB OBESS ais ings aca tisja% avin MD | PESIATICOES 5.5.0 a0 chee aoe is 200 
Pants, pairs..... veogae 132 





Sanitary stores furnished by the U. S. Sanitary 
Commission through May. Gen. Foster, for relief 
of officers and soldiers, prisoners of war, in and 
near Charleston, S. C., October 2, 1864, 
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FOR OFFICERS. — 
DO WOIS ete c's be oaaletecinol 1250 | HandkerchiefsS........ 650 
Flannel shirts......... FOO) | UES aatalat cise aa 99 
WEa ii petsi: aes osteo oe. 221.) Bed SACKRi acter ee os eet. 258 
Cotton sairts...."..... 205 | Canton flannel drawers 462 
Cotton drawers........ 618 

FOR SOLDIERS. 
Drawers, pairs’....... 3098 | Wrappers, «esa semecle 534 
Dowelsy ee Pesce det eae LO724 Bod | sacks:es aetna 258 
SOCKS) PALES taeere <iakieio e 612) Blankets. 35 a.semes sete 355 
MUTE te veticta vase ee 172 | Slippers, pairs......... 206 
‘SUAS. ASF ques Coc ab ee ae 2481 | Pants, pairs. Jes. «pede 133 
(OIE SEA A nti ergy ee WOR ISVGStSiccie cite con ama ae 6 
Packets «tees se lich bees OvRelt Hatszcc ae cectond oa 1000 
Handkerchiefs........ 2504 


Stores sent by U. S. Sanitary Commission to Union 
prisoners of war in South Carolina, in care of 
the rebel General Hardee, November 1, 1864. 





BO Uses s os raises 0:0 ato o's GO OBI SINGS se: ste’ ost e, poral v's iapejeterg 1920 
Blankets) .ciecases ses: 2000 | Shoes, pairs........... 600 
Drawers, pairs........ LITE SOCKS, PAiTs. «0% sscccee 1260 
Pants, Pallssacee ss 02's 1235 
November 9, 1864. 

BAMIKCURUN sere ere saieiaiatare 460 | Handkerchiefs......... 300 
IBOUSOSIEL ES. A, delet atapatae 300) Rants; pairss< sl. «ss 695 
Bed SACKS... cesses GONPIULO Wi Steet eete nae siete oe 190 
Condensed milk, cans.. 384] Shoes, pairs........... 360 
Condensed coffee, cans. 354] Soap, lbs............. 60 
Chocolate, lbs......... TAO M SOUT Aste telatslae sees: 298 
Corn starch, lbs....... 720 | Slippers, pairs........ 50 
Drawers, pairs........ 68 | Tea, black, lbs........ 70 
Extract beef, lbs....... 1560 | Tomatoes, cans,....... 120 


Clothing for Federal prisoners at Florence, S. C., 
forwarded by Dr. M. M. Marsh, Agent U.S. 
Sanitary Commission, November 9, 1864. 

Pelt hatsin.. wees osecs 500 | Infantry overcoats.... 1065 


THE U. 8. SANITARY COMMISSION.—A MIS- 
TAKE CORRECTED, ' 

The following paragraph has been widely 
circulated through the West and North- 
west by persons unfriendly to the Sanitary 
Commission, as a synopsis of a report of its 
business in the Western Department for the 
three years past. As the statements it in- 
cludes are grossly untrue, and could not, if 
believed, fail to affect unfavorably the minds 
of those who have hitherto been the friends 
and patrons of the Sanitary Commission, I 
have thought it desirable to publish a true 
statement of the business of the Sanitary 
Commission in the Western Departmeut for 
three years, ending July 1, 1864, with a 
request that it may be as widely circulated 
as the false has been. 


Ad 
Ay 


THE FALSE. 

“The Western Department of the Sani- 
tary Commission have made a report of 
their doings from September 1, 1861, to 
January 1, 1864. ‘they had collected 
$321,065 42. Of this only $938,592 56 had 
been appropriated to the purchase of sup- 
plies, and the rest was appropriated to de- 
fray the expenses of distribution. In short, 
it cost over two hundred thousand dollars 
to get a little over ninety thousand worth 
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to the soldiers, notwithstanding the govern- 
ment did much of the transportation g oratis. 
A large amountis paid in salaries to agents. 
The Hastern Department have made no 
report.” 

THE TRUE. 

The United States Sanitary Commission 
had expended July 1, 1864, through the 
ey of tts Western Secretary, IN CASH, 

$321,065 42, and had distributed at the 
same date, i in the armies of the West, hos- 
pital stores valued at $2,790,811 01; of the 
cash expenditure $190,924 42 had been ex- 
pended in the supply department; of this 
$93,592 56 had been expended for the pur- 
chase of supplies; the balance, $97,331 86, 
constituted the expense account of the sup- 
ply department, and had paid for the dis- 
tribution of stores valued, as above, at 
2,790,811 01 being about three per cent. 
upon that valuation. So that all the con- 
tributions made by the Western States to 
the Sanitary Commission to July 1, 1864, 
had been distributed at a cost of three per 
cent. upon their value, and that three per 
cent., it may be said, had all been paid by 
contributions fr om California and the East- 
ern States. 

With these facts before them, can our 
friends in the West and North-west complain 
that their business has not been done for 
them cheaply enough ? 


J. S. NEWBERRY, 
Sec. West. Dep., U. 8S. San. Com. 


FINANCIAL REPORT OF JU. S. SANITARY 
COMMISSION, 


From June, 1861, to Oct. 1, 1864. 

The undersigned, a committee appointed 
by the U. S. Sanitary Commission to pre- 
pare a statement of its financial condition, 
beg leave to submit the following report: 


Total Cash Receipts and Expenditures. 


June, 1861, to Oct. 1, 1864, received $3,083,124 58 
June, 1861, to Oct. 1, 1864, expended 2,467,958 55 





Balance in hands of Treasurer, Oct. 1, ’64, $615,166 03* 


The work of the Commission involving 
this expenditure embraces six distinct de- 
partments: the cost of carrying on each de- 
partmentis given in the accompanying tables. 

Added to these is a table which accounts 
for certain outlays, as enumerated, not con- 
veniently classified under any one of the 
above divisions. ‘The aggregate of these 
tables gives the total amount disbursed. 


* The balance in the hands of the Treasurer, December 

, 1864, is three hundred and fifty-one thousand nine hun- 
dood and twenty doliars and seventy-nine cents ($351,920 
79). 


’ supplies. 
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The following are the several divisions 
of the Commission’s work, with a general 
statement of the character of each, that 


thus the nature of the various items ey ex- 


penditure may be more clearly seen. 

Ist. The “Supply Department ’’-—which 
has for its work the collecting, storing, for- 
warding, and distributing through the hos- 
pitals, and to the armies, and on the battle- 
fields, the supplies sent by the people to 
the soldiers. With this work is inseparably 
connected a large amount of relief service 
rendered to the sick and wounded by the 
agents employed in this department, which 
service would not be included in the mere 
work of transporting and distributing the 
The sum, therefore, charged to 
the “Cost of Distribution” (see “ Hxhibit 

A”’) is thereby considerably larger than it 


would otherwise appear ; as is also the ratio © 


of ‘‘the cost of distelhaton to the “ value 


of the supplies distributed” (see ‘“‘ Exhibit. 
é GL 


It is allowed to stand thus because 


the exact apportionment of the expense be-- 


longing to each of these two classes of labor 
cannot be made, even as the services them- 
selves cannot be disjoined. 

The work of distributing these Shee 
and administering the general relief con- 
nected with it, has required the labor of a 
permanent corps.averaging 200 men. 

With the necessity of providing “inde- 
pendent transportation” for these supplies, 
this work has involved the purchase and 


maintenance of several wagon trains, and — 


the chartering of a number of steamboats 
at various times. In the expense of this 


department is embraced the cost of “ sup 


plies purchased.” 

2d. The Department of Medical Inspec- 
tion, or “ Inquiry and Advice;” by which, 
for nearly three years, a series of inspec- 
tions has been kept up by scientific men in 


the general and field hospitals, and among 


the various regiments composing the army. 
The aim of this Inspection has been to dis- 
cover all conditions of camp or hospital life 
unfavorable to the health of the soldier, and 
to suggest and secure such sanitary reforms 
as would guard against disease and death. 
In the opinion of both military and medical 
men thousands of lives have been saved by 
this service. 

3d. The “Special Relief Department,” 
by which all sick, discharged or disabled 
men, not otherwise provided for, can be 
guarded, sheltered, fed, and helped out of 
trouble. This department includes the 


4 
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maintenance of “Homes” and ‘ Lodges,” 
or temporary asylums, Relief Stations near 
battle-fields, Claim Agencies, Pension Offi- 
ces, nurses to accompany the very feeble to 
their homes, men to visit hospitals and to 
look up and collect the back pay of soldiers, 
and a variety of kindred work. This is an 
agency, which, in these several ways, aids 
and protects on an average 2,500 men daily. 
Under this head of Special Relief will be 
found placed the amount expended upon 
“hospital transports” and ‘hospital cars,” 
a large sum in itself, but small when com- 
pared with the many thousands of sick and 
wounded to whom it furnished easy trans- 
portation from the battle-field to’ the hos- 
pital. : 

4th. The “Hospital Directory,’ whose 
mission it has been to serve as the friend 
of fathers, mothers, and wives of soldiers, 
by keeping those at home informed of the 
location and condition of their sick sons or 
husbands in the general hospitals. One 
million and thirty thousand names of hos- 
‘pital patients have been entered in the Di- 
rectory, and many thousand anxious inqui- 
ries answered. 
_ oth. The “Statistical Department,’ which 
gathers up, tabulates, and deduces valuable 
general principles from all the material col- 
lected by the Medical Inspectors of the 
Commission, so as to make it all available 
for preventing disease in the army. This 
work is also incidentally tributary to valu- 
able scientific researches. 

6th. The “Department of Publication,” 
by which, as one branch of its work, the 
choicest results of modern medical and sur- 
gical science upon all the special topics 
most important for an army surgeon to be 
informed upon have been furnished gratuit- 
ously, and in compact form, to every medical 
man in the army. Many thousands of these 
medical monographs, prepared by the ablest 
men of the country, have been thus dis- 
tributed by the Commission. Forming, as 
the series often has done, almost the only 
book of reference carried by the surgeons 
into the field, it cannot be doubted but this 
expenditure of money has essentially aided 
the armyesurgeon in his work of saving life 
and alleviating suffering. . 

Such are the chief divisions of the Com- 
mission’s work upon which its money has 
been spent. 

It will be seen that there is ‘one other 
group of expenditures which embraces all 
outlays (as therein specified) not exclusively 


belonging to any one of the above-named 
divisions, but shared partly by each, and 
incurred in the general administration of 
the affairs of the Commission. 

Appended to this report (as a thing essen- 
tial to its completeness) is an estimate— 
‘“Hxhibit B’—of the cash value of the 
various supplies which have been forwarded 
from the homes of the country to the dis- 
tributing depots of the Commission, and 
thence carried by the agents ofethe Com- 
mission to the soldiers. 

Add to this sum the cash expended on 
supplies, and compare with this total the 
expense of distribution, less the present ap- 
praised cash value of the property used in 
carrying on the work of supply distribution, 
and we shall find——‘‘ Exhibit C”’—that but 
four and eighty-eight hundredths per centum 
(4.88) of the value of the goods issued has 
been spent in distributing them. 

CO. J. STILié, 

C.R AGNEW, _ 

J. Huntinaton Wotcort, 
GuorGE T. Srrona, . 
J. Foster, JENKINS, 


Committee. 
CENTRAL OFrricez, U. 8S. SANITARY CoMMISSION, 
December 1, 1864. 


PARIBEE Be! 
I.—SuppLy DEPARTMENT. 
Cost of gathering and purchasing Supplies. 
Money paid in direct purchase of 


RUD PHOS) veses es usmeca ess sa dele $1,129,409 62 
Money advanced to Branches for 
SD PWOSi- we cise ses c's ceicicwesic’e 59,015 22 


Cost of Canvassers, Agents and 
supply correspondents and 
clerks, for soliciting supplies.. 

Freight paid on collecting sup- 
plies at central storehouses... 

Balance of ‘‘ Field Hospital” ac- 
count, (1861,) chiefly incurred 
for purchase of supplies ...... 


37,886 53 
33,145 81 


12,154 45 








Total cash outlay in gathering 
and in purchasing supplies.... $1,271,611 63 
Transportation ‘and Distribution of Supplies. 
Storehouse account—receiving, 
assorting, storing, packing, aud 
issuing supplies from the store- 
houses at Washington, Balti- 
more, N. York, Louisville, &c. 
Purchase of horses and wagons, 
repairs to wagons, forage, 
wages of drivers, subsistence, 
&ec., (present value of horses, 
wagons, harness, storehouses, 
&c., $46,826 50)...... Fepera ers 
Charters of steamers, purchase of 
barges, &c., for transportation 
of supplies to the ‘‘ Water 
Base,’’— (present value of 
barges belonging to the Com- 
Mission, P135500) 052. we sciece: 
Expenses of “‘ Field Relief Corps,” 
and one-half expenses of ‘““Aux- 
iliary Relief Corps’’..,......- 


$23,351 85 


80,958 25 


171,772 65 


194,688 79 


Total expense of transportation 


and distributi ’ of supplies... 470,771 54 








Total cost of Stpply Department $1,742,383 17 


920 


II.—MeEpDICcAL INSPECTION. 
Expenses of this department........+++eee04- $)19,935 69 


III.—SprcraL RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 


Cost of establishing and maintaining twenty- 

two ‘‘ Homes and Lodges’’ for the care of sick, 

furloughed, and discharged soidiers, also 

Relief Stations near battle-fields; including 

“Special Relief’ rendered to sick and wound- 

ed soldiers and their families .............. $140,771 87 
Cost of the various Agencies for obtaining 

‘‘pensions,”’ “arrears of pay,’ ‘‘bounty, ’ 


‘prize money,’’ ‘‘ widows claims,” &c...... 24,616 46 
Expenses in the transportation and care of sick 

and discharged soldiers under circumstances 

where there is no legal claim upon the Goy- 

ernment for Tellel.ci2 since’ slesinwiticise «sie 11,297 44 
One- half os penses of ‘“ Auxiliary Field Relief 

Corner itacs Por Peeieh Od) os st ees ania wo-4's 18,600 00 
Cost of maintaining ‘hospital boats,’ ? includ- 

ing stores, surgeons, dressers, nurses, &c, . 48,137 29 
Equipment of “ hospital Bare E edhe ts ie 7,677 62 


Total cost of Special Relief Department... $251,100 68 


IV.—HospPitaL DIkEcTORY. 
Total expense of maintaining the Hospital Di- 
rectory at Washington, Philadelphia, New 


York and Louisville..... Shek siaie odictaietbis « ae-es8 $47,564 94 





V.—STATISTICAL DEPARTMENT. 
Expenses of this Department, tabulating 14,000 
returns camp inspectors, physical examina- 
CLONE RCIANGos wcreine an cue on sees veccbtcceece  GL4,241 98 


VI.—PUBLICATIONS. 


Monographs on medical and surgical subjects, 
for the use of surgeons in the field and hos- 
pitals; Reports of ail kinds, Documents, 
‘Sanitary Bulletin’? at New York, and 
‘‘Sanitary Reporter’’ at Louisville, Ky... 


VII.—EXPENSES. 
Office Salaries, Washington, New York, Louis- 


WillOM A Gat pecans otic cic slsicrete eben $45,504 72 
General expenses—including advertising, sta- 

tionery, and Office printing, freight, postage, 

telegrams, rent, stables, and all petty expen- 

ses for all the above offices....... sian sios piece np Met ONL ERO 


$124,279 03 


CasH IN HANDS OF AGENTS. 
Cash in hands of Agents at Louisville, Ky.; 
New Orleans, La.; Bearfort,S.C.; Newbern, 
N.C.; City Point, Va.; &c., & - $64,027 90 


seeee covers 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Cash paid over to Western Sanitary Commis- 
sion, (St. Louis), by order of California Con- 





ATITFULOES EG bis is dame Bets ala ce Sere ee ee VEEN - $50,000 (0 
Metropolitan Fair, Metropolitan Fair buildings, 
AUG Brookly MiP Air,, oe vate chereietavcsibale os wetete 15,624 79 
$65,624 79 
SUMMARY. 
Total amount of receipts... .......0.000000000$3,083,124 58 
Expenditures. 
Supply Department.......... «+. $1,742,383 17 
Medical Inspection.......-s.e-. 119,935 69 
Special) Relieiic nw. csweet spe ss 251,100 68 
Hospital Directory........+.--+ 47,564 94 
Statistical Department.......... 14,241 98 
Publications.: <3". ssemssis ewer hem 88,800 37 
Expense bs shite. cle's bidtvigte mls: hele tlelstale 124,279 03 
Cash in hands of “Agents. nares’. 64,027 90 
Miscellaneous..........- elon ots 65,624 79 


Total amount of expenditure. .$2,467,958 55 
Balance of cash in hands of G. T. 
Strong, Esq., Treasurer, New 
York, October 1, 1864.......-. 615,166 03 
, ——$3,083,124 58 








-. $38,800 37 
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EXHIBIT “B.” 


Showing the nature and appraised cash valuation of arti- 
cles received in kind, as contributions for the soldiers, by 
the U. 8, Sanitary Commission, from June, 1861, to October 
1, 1564. 


Bedding, hospital furnitare, and wearing ap- 

parel.,..isssoa:c be See eee Lote caee hesdesy 0, eee 85 
Hospital food and ‘delicacies Leal debdd eb cet 302, SolGes 
Miscellaneous supplies,.......sseecceecseets | ’298, 437 28 
Uninvoiced boxes, 5 013. poxes, (appraised 

Value): /s/hteappleen athe Sa dewatinhs depen teenie Osos OD 
Valuation of Sanitary supplies sent directly 

from the Branches and Aid Societies to hos- 

pitals and regiments not included in the 


above list..... iis b wae ba0 oe nb cee Rane 81,795 00 





$7,134,661 15 
Adding to the above the “total cost of gather- 


ing and purchasing supplies,’’ (as per Ex- 
hibitM) <oheeeeemiee SEO er ee ee Reo Fee | 


——<$<—<— 





We have for cash valuation of all supplies 
which have passed through the hands of the 
U. 8. Sanitary Commission...... seceesees 8,406,272 78 


—]V—$—$—[$— 


EXHIBIT “0.” 


Deducting from the sum pag: for distribution, 
Wide Ss .ceis las 2/92 e019 3 aie ice sites ieee Be 


The appraised cash value ‘of the property on 
hand, now used in ‘supply distribution,” viz: 
Horses, wagons, and harness....... ~ $40,976 50 
Barges. soe p ois stiene es biseomiae erie cas ce sn aRaUURUG . 
Storehouses, Tents, and Appliances. 5,850 00 
60,326 50 


. $470,771 54 











We have for the total cost of distribution..... $419,445 04 


Applying this sum to the total value of the supplies dis- 
tributed, [Exhibit B,] viz: $8,406,272 78, we find the actual 
cost of distribution to have been four and eighty-eight one 
hundredths per centum [4.88] of the value of the supplies 
distributed. 


be] 
Notre.—During the last quarter (viz: July 1'to Oct. 1) the 
bill for ‘‘transportation of supplies’? has been vastly in- 
creased by the necessity of charteriifg boats for carrying the 
large amount of anti-scorbutics and other stores forwarded 
by the U, S. Sanitary Commission to the Army of the Po- 
tomac. Previous to July 1, 1864, the ‘‘ cost of distribution ”’ 
was but three and seventy-six one hundredths per centum 
(3.76) of the value of the supplies distributed. 


FACTS AND FIGURES. 


It is an old saying that “figures are hard 
facts.” It is an old philosophy, too, that 
teaches the wisdom of judging by facts. — 

It is a fact that we are still in the midst 
of a rebellion that for nearly four years past 
has written its history in blood and sorrow. 

It is a fact that hundreds of thousands of 
men have been sick, wounded, and slain, in 
consequence of this rebellion. 

It is a fact that hundreds of china 
more are now exposed to the dangers and’ 
privations gf the camp and the march, that 
by tens of thousands they continue to fall by 
sickness and wounds, and that so long as 
the rebellion shall live, the sad record of 
suffering will continue to characterize our 
history as a nation. 
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-It is a fact that the people have said 
that the army and navy shall be sustained 
amid all their hazards and toils; and that 
all the machinery of government which has 
been laid under contribution to serve this 
end, shall be sustained also. 


It is a fact that the President and all 
the departments under his control; that 
Congress, with all its legislative wisdom ; 
and the people in the majesty of numbers, 
and with the eloquence of unity, have re- 
solved to stand fast by our soldiers and 
sailors, and sustain them while they sustain 
the laws. 

It is a fact that next to the government, 
the people have been represented most 
earnestly and faithfully in the principles 
and work of the United States Sanitary 
Commission. 

It is a fact that the Sanitary Commission 
has distributed supplies to the soldiers and 
sailors of our forces, valued at $8,406,272 ; 
and that this estimate is much lower than 


. 


the goods would have cost, if they had been — 


purchased. 

It is a fact that the expense of distribu- 
ting over $2,250,000 worth of supplies, as 
reported by the Western Department one 
year ago, was $35,000, or one and! one-half 
per cent., and that all statements to the con- 
trary are false. % 

It is a fact that previous to July 1, 
1864, the cost of distribution in all the 
departments was but three and seventy- 
six one’ hundreths per centum (3.76) 
of the value of the supplies; and that 
the large amount of anti-scorbutics and 
other stores forwarded to the Army of the 
_ Potamac, which necessitated the chartering 
of boats at the present high prices, has 
only increased the total cost of distribution 
to four and eighty-eight one hundredths 
per .centum. 

It is a fact that none of our agents are 
simple carriers of supplies, but rel/efagents ; 
relief agents in the largest sense of the term; 
and that including them in the account of 
‘‘eost of distribution,” we include a vast 


work of beneficent charity in the (4.88) cost 
of distribution. 

It is a fact that at a single centre of 
Special Relief, in Washington, 121/047 
nights’ lodgings have been given to our sol- 
diers, in white, sweet beds; and that 859,816 
substantial meals have been given at tables, 
besides which many thousand more meals 
have been given to steamboat loads, and car 
loads of wounded, at all hours of the day and 
night. It isa fact that there are twenty- 
two of these Special Relief Stations in the 
North and West, and that the meals and 
shelter furnished to our men, in transitu 
from the army, may be counted by millions 
annually. 

It is a fact that the people have contrib- 
uted with a freedom and generosity un- 
equalled in any other age or nation of the 
world, to the Sanitary Commission, as the 
best and cheapest instrumentality within 
their reach for supplementing the appliances 
of the best of governments. 


It is a fact that the more the people ex- 
amine the work of the Commission, the 
more they are satisfied with its Christian 
principles, its lofty purposes, and its economi- 
cal plans. 

From the classification and arrangement of 
these general facts and figures, it is evident 
that the work that has been done hitherto is 
very large; that the good government, the 
brave army, and the loyal people, being all 
united in the one grand purpose of saving 
the country, as they look back upon the past, 
—count the demands of the present,—and 
estimate the wants of the future, have agreed 
that they must each rely upon the other, for 
the conduct of that future, as they have done 
in the past, and that the same class of results 
will follow, from the same kind of earnest 
labor. 

The work is sure to go on. The ten- 
dency is more and more to unity; the peo- 
ple are becoming one in spirit and purpose ; 
factions and factious oppositions, are being 
fused into a current that flows toward a 
common centre; and the grand record is 
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being made, of a nation united in its bene- 


factions to the army, as it is in its purpose” 


to cheer that army in its struggle for Union 
and liberty. 


WOMAN’S CENTRAL ASSOCIATION 
OF RELIEF. 


SANITARY COMMISSION BULLETIN. NO.III. 


During the past. fortnight, we have re- 
ceived 187 boxes and barrels of supplies. 
Our distributions, for the same period, have 
been, to Harper’s Ferry, 10 packages; to 
Washington, 15 packages; City Point, 46 
packages; Norfolk, Va., 3 packages; Beau- 
fort, S. C., 52 packages; New Orleans, 11 
packages; Hospitals in New York City and 
vicinity, 8 packages; U.S. Hospital Trans- 
port, 9 packages. Our greatest present 
need is fiannel drawers, but, we want all 
kinds of hospital supplies. 

In the account of our Soldier’s Aid So- 
ciety Council, published in the last number 
of the Bulletin, there is a short statement 
of the work accomplished by this branch, 
from May 1 to Nov. 1, 1864. Although 
not an official semi-annual Report, it is ac- 
curate so far as it goes, and includes the 
greater part of what has been done during 
the half year. We will not repeat that 
statement here, but will only call your at- 


tention to it, as the gratifying result of 


your own work during the summer months. 
When we say that we have sent supplies 
hither and thither, to Grant’s, or to Sher- 
man’s, or to Sheridan’s armies; we are 
speaking of ourselves only as your trustees. 
We simply receive your supplies and pass 
them over to the soldiers, in yourname. It 
has lately been objected that the work of 
the Commission was getting to be ‘too 
large ;” that the gifts of individuals were 
being lost sight of, in the vast business 
character which the work has assumed. 
People think that because what they send 
must pass through the hands of an “ Associa- 
tion,’ must go through the ordeal of ex- 
amination and repacking, will appear and 
reappear in reports and invoices, and ship- 
ping lists, and all this under the direction 
of ‘‘Committees;” and when was a Com- 
mittee ever suspected of having a heart, 
that by the time it reached the soldier, all 
the love and the sentiment which started 
with it will have been beaten out, and the 
wounded man, if he ever does get the 
article, upon which so many hours,and so 
many stitches have been spent, will never 
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know where it came from, nor what it means. 
But this isnot so. Do youthink that when 
the flannel shirt, you made last week, is put 
upon that soldier, faint and cold from loss _ 
of blood, and now happy at feeling warm 
and clean again, that he is thinking of 
store houses, and hundreds of boxes, and 
invoices, and shipping lists, and Associa- 
tions and Committees? Far from it. His 
thoughts, instead, go back to the sewing 
circle of his own little village, to the woman. 
who made that shirt—always supposed to 
be his own wife, or mother, or. sister—to 
his own home. The bond cannot be more 
direct than it is, in both thought and feel- 
ing, between you and him. The Sanitary 
Commission Agent is only the messenger, 
who takes your gift to him, and, with it, 
whispers those words of cheer and spiritual 
consolation, which his friendless condition, 
and the nature of your gift demand. Is 
the work of the Commission then too large, 
because, through its means, this simple in-- 
cident is repeated, over and over again, hun- 
dreds and thousands of times? Is there 
any heartlessness about an agency which 
watches over a single handkerchief, given — 
by a little child, carries it thousands of 
miles, and with it bathes the head of some 
fever-stricken soldier? It is because its 
heart is large enough to sympathize with 
the sufferings of the masses as individuals, 
and because it sees so much suffering that _ 
it cannot relieve, that it calls upon you, so 
frequently, to increase your contributions— 
only some little thing from every one of 
you at home, to be taken to the hospital and . 
battle-field, given to some siek or wounded 
soldier in your name, until all suffering 
shall be relieved, so far as lies in human 
power. Until this is done, the work of the 
Commission can never be “ too large.” 
When this letter reaches you, dear friends 
and fellow workers, the holidays will, be 
over, and we shall haye all settled down to 
our steady winter’s work. While wishing 
you a happy New-year, individually, and 
a happier year for our country than any of 
those lately passed, we would ask you to 
redouble your efforts at the Society, during 
this coming month of January, for we shall 
more than need to have your contributions 
doubled before the winter is over. The 
active campaigning has been removed, in 
great measure, from the Western to the 
Hastern States. Beside the ordinary drafts 
made upon our stores from the armies under 
Sheridan and Grant, as well as from those 
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troops along the coast, from New York to 
New Orleans, we have at present the addi- 
tion of Sherman’s large army, and the pros- 
pect of very active movements by all these 
armies. ‘This branch, is the largest ship- 


-ping depot of the Commission, and it is 


very important, therefore, that we be well 
prepared to meet the extraordinary demands 


which we cannot doubt will shortly be made 


upon us. We ask you to take the matter 


of devising means for doubling your ordi- 


nary monthly contribution, into serious con- 
sideration. 

Before closing this article, we wish to 
make one suggestion about the BULLETIN. 
You will, many of you, doubtless, remember 
receiving last summer, a list of questions, 
asking your criticism as to the nature, or 
your opinion of the Sanitary Commission 
Bulletin. Suffice it to say that, the result 
of these enquiries was to establish without 
any doubt, the very great value of this 
publication, and the necessity of its con- 
It was found, however, that 
owing to the distractions of conversations, 
and of the work itself, it was almost im- 
possible to read the pamphlet aloud at the 
Society’s meetings. The only way was to 
circulate it among the members, between 
the meetings. ; 

This is not done as thoroughly as it might 
Generally, every time the Bulletin is 
borrowed, it is returned to the Secretary of 
the Society, to be lent by her again. This 


- occasions great loss of time and much trou- 


ble, particularly if the Secretary lives at 
any distance from the village. We would 
suggest that, at the next meeting of the 
Society, the Secretary take the names and 
addresses of all members desirous of see- 
ing the Bulletin. That she should then 
write to the Associate Manager of her sec- 
tion, or to this office, for a sufficient num- 
ber of copies, to allow one copy to every 
seven readers. In sending them vut, write 
the names of seven ladies, residing near 
each other, at the head of each copy, with 
dates opposite each name; allowing two 
days to each, thus: 
Mrs. Edwards, January 5th. 


Mrs. Morton, ‘5 7th. 
Mrs. White, = 9th. 
&e., &e., &e. 


It will be the duty of each lady, to send 
the Bulletin to her next neighbor on the 
list, on the day placed opposite her name. 
At the end of the fortnight, or at the fol- 
lowing meeting, the Bulletin should be 


returned to the Secretary, when a later 
number, then due, should be started on the 
same round. Several copies might, in this 
way, be kept circulating threugh a village, 
with but little trouble. If once thoroughly 
systematized, the carrying out of the plan 
only necessitates, on the part of each per- 
son, the sending of a pamphlet, a short dis- 
tance, once every fortnight, and a very lit 
tle care and attention. Try the plan, and 
let us know how it succeeds. 
LoutsA LEE ScHUYLER, 


Chairman Committee on Correspondence, &e. 
New York, Dee. 17, 1864. 


MEETING AT BUFFALO, N. Y. 
PUBLIC MEETING AND WOMEN’S COUNCIL. 
BY ONE OF ITS MEMBERS. 

The ladies of the General Aid Society in 
Buffalo, anxious that their auxiliaries should 
more thoroughly understand the Commiss- 
ion, for which they have so earnestly worked, 
and feeling the importance of a general 
meeting, issued invitations to all their aux- 
iliaries to meet in council on December 7 
and 8. 

Notwithstanding the extreme inclemency 
of the weather 73 delegates, representing 
the societies at Otto, Lancaster, Lockport, 
Beach Bridge, Newstead, Brant, Cheekto- 
waga Suspension Bridge, Clymer, Forest- 
ville, Williamsville, North Boston, Colder, 
Evan’s Centre, Griffin’s Mills, East Ham- 
burg, Byron, Portageville, Wyoming, Wit- 
link, Varysburgh, Eagle, Perry, East Au- 
rora, Youngstown, South Wales, Alden, 
Cowlesville, Glenwood, Harris Hill, Han- 
over Centre, Lewiston, and Middleburg, re- 
ported at the Aid Rooms and were assigned 
to their different places of entertainment. 

The first meeting was held in St. James 
Hall, on the evening of the 7th. The 
meeting was called to order by the Rev. 
Dr. Hosmer, and on motion Hon. G. W. 
Clinton and Dr. Rochester were appointed 
president and secretary. 

Dr. Parrish of Philadelphia was then intro- 
duced, who gave an insight into the workings 
of the Commission; he opened his address 
by reading extracts of reports from the Aid 
Society, which showed since its organization 
in January, 1861, $20,000 in money re- 


‘eeived, $1,800 of which was given by chil- 


dren; 180,497 articles disbursed, valued at 
$218,175; the expenses of the room, which 
includes freight, cartage, and publishing 
annual and monthly reports, postage stamps, 
fuel (not donated), porter’s wages for the 
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last year and a half, (before that time hiring 
only as needed) and other incidental ex- 
penses, amount, to about $1,500. 17,083 
shirts, and 13,000 pairs drawers had been 
cut in the rooms, and returned made by the 
different societies. At the ‘* Soldiers’ Rest,” 
since its opening in June, 5,350 meals, 
1,558 nights’ lodgings had been furnished 
to 2,003. disabled soldiers, going to and 
from the army, at an expense in money of 
$460 60. 

The Local Claim Agent's report showed 
since its establishment under the auspices 
of the Aid Society, in May last, 220 claims 
presented. 180 /etters had been written to 
the hospital directories in Washington and 


Louisville since June, and 74 conclusive ‘ 


answers returned to anxious friends. 

Dr. Parrish was followed by Dr. Marks, 
who gave feeling incidents of his experi- 
ence in the army, during the three years 
he acted as chaplain. 

Dr. Heacock closed with a beautiful trib- 
ute to the two Commissions. 

The meeting adjourned to meet in the 
hall at 10 o’clock the next morning, when, 
although the weather still continued tem- 
pestuous, a fair audience were present. 

The names of delegates present were called. 

The names of 48 societies sending reports 
read. 

Dr. Parrish then introduced Mrs. Ste- 
phen Barker, a hospital visitor of the San- 
itary Commission, in and around Wash- 
ington; she gave in a happy manner an 
idea of her routine of daily life, moving 
her audience to tears and smiles by the sad 
or amusing incidents. She spoke of the 
little things from home which cheered the 
soldier ; among others, of ‘little bags filled 
with ‘a little of everything,’ called ‘com- 
fort bags ;’ not forgetting,’ she said, ‘among 
the contents, a ball of yarn and a few needles, 
ora bit of flannel, and above all, a letter 
must be there, no matter how short, a few 
written words to show a sympathizing heart 
had arranged all these things.” Her re- 
marks made a deep impression, as evinced 
by an old lady, who, with tears in her eyes, 
thanked Mrs. Barker, and said: ‘‘ I will go 
home to take a greater interest than ever in 
my work for the soldiers.” 

Mr. Sperry, Relief Agent of the Com- 
mission at City Point, was earnest and for- 
cible in his recital of his duties, impressing 
upon all, the necessity of pais flannel 
shirts. 

A unanimous vote of thanks was given to 
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Mrs. Barker and Mr. Sperry for their en- 
tertaining addresses. 

Dr. Parrish then, by a large diagram 
which he had brought with him, explained 
the organization of the Commission, the 
connections of the branches to the central — 
office, the gratuitous labors of the Standing 
Committee, the duties of secretaries, Xe., 
&c., giving ina brief address a clear and 
distinct idea of the general plan of work of 
this noble institution. A delegate remarked 
in reply to Dr. Parrish, when he expressed 
his desire to answer any question not-un- 
derstood, that “‘ she had many to ask. when 
she came, but the remarks of the morning 
had answered everything.” After compli- 
menting the faithful co-laborers of the Aid 
Society, in the country, upon their untiring 
devotion to the work, he closed his address, 
leaving that impression upon his hearers 
which will inspire them with greater con- 
fidence in the ‘‘ Aid Society,’’ greater love ~ 
and devotion to the Commission, and with 
pleasant remembrances of those who came to 
instruct them. : 


THE SANITARY COMMISSION IN THE SAND- 
WICH ISLANDS. 


Honouuuu, October 11, 1864. 
Rev. Dr. Betitows, 

President of the Sanitary Commission. 

Dear Sir :—A Christian lady at the 
Sandwich Islands, a native, who was young 
inthe days of Kamehameha I., but is now 
blind, sends with her best Wiehe (love) a 
small contribution of tamarinds to the sol- 
diers who are fighting for the great cause 


of human liberty. She wished that she had - 


something better than sour tamarinds to send 
to the brave soldiers, and to gratify her kind 
feelings, I have had the sour fruit taken out 
of the pods and preserved in Hawarian sugar. 
Most happy shall I be if they reach their 
destination in safety, and add a mite to the 
comfort of those for whom they are design- 
ed. Praying God Almighty to bless the 
Sanitary and Christian Commissions, and 
speedily bring the war to an end, I am, in 
behalf of the good old Estera, (Esther), 
Very truly yours, 
Mrs. M. P. CHAMBERLAIN. , 


[ Mrs. Chamberlain is one of our oldest 
and most estimable missionary ladies. ] 


ConTRIBUTIONS of woolen mittens and 
socks for the army are solicited. Mittens — 
may be made of cloth. The fore finger 
and thumb should be distinct. 
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wrar-Clvim Association 


OF THE 


STATE OF NEW YORK. 


pret oe: 35 CHAMBERS STREET, 
NEW YORK, 


PRESIDENT. 
Lizvut.-Gen. WINFIELD SCOTT. 


VicE-PRESIDENTS. 
Hon. Hamitton Fisk, Apmirat Dupont, 
Joun J. Cisco, Esg., Rup. A. WirrHaus, Esq 
TREASURER.—RoBERT B. Minturn, Esq. 


DIRECTORS. 


Hons. E. D. Morgan, Howarp Porter, 
GrorGe Oppyxe, |Wixuiam E. Donpas, jr., 
Hiram Barney, THEODORE RoosEvVELT, 
Jas W. BEEKMAN, |PETER CoopER, 

H. W. Betiows, D.D., |Grorer Banorort, 


JOHN JacoB ASTOR, Daniex Lorp, 
JAMES Brown, Wi.son G. Hunt, 
WixiiAM H. AspInwatt,|Rosert L. Srvart, 
JAMES GaLLATIN, ALFRED PELL, 


Apply in person or by letter, to 
HENRY GREENFIELD, Secretary, 
35 CuamBprs Srreet, New York. 


OBJECTS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 


lst. To secure the soldiers and sailors and their 
families, any claims for pensions, pay, or bounty, 


ete., without cost to the claimant. 





2d. To protect soldiers or sailors and their families 
from imposture and fraud. 

3d. To prevent false claims from being made 
against the Government. 

4th. To give gratuitous advice and information to » 
soldiers and sailors or their families needing tt. 


THE U. S. SANITARY COMMISSION 


Was constituted by the Secretary of War in June, 
1861, in accordance with the recommendation of 
the Surgeon-General of the United States Army, 
and its appointment and plan of organization were 
approved by the President of the United States. 
Its present organization is as follows: 


H. W. Bellows, D.D., New York. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Washington, D. C,. 
¥F. L. Olmsted, California. 

George T. Strong, Esq., New York. 
Elisha Harris, M.D., New York. 

W. 4H. Van Buren, M.D., New York. 
Wolcott Gibbs, M.D., New York. 

S. G. Howe, M.D., Boston, Mass. 

C. R. Agnew, M.D., New York. 

J. 8S. Newberry, M.D., Cleveland, Ohio. 
Rt. Rev. T. M. Clarke, Providence, R. I. 
Hon. R. W. Burnett, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Hon. Mark Skinner, Chicago, Il. 

Hon. Joseph Holt, Washington, D. C. 
Horace Binney, jr., Philadelphia, Penna. 
Rev. J. H. Heywood, Louisville, Ky. 

J. Huntington Wolcott, Boston, Mass. 
Charles J. Stillé, Philadelphia, Penna. 
Ezra B. McCagg, Chicago, II. 


OFFICERS. 


H. W. Bellows, D.D., President. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Vice-President. 
George T. Strong, Treasurer. 

J. Foster Jenkins, M.D., General Secretary. 
J.S. Newberry, M. De Associate Secretary. 
J. H. Douglas, M.D. , Associate Secretary. 
F. N. Knapp, ‘Associate Secretary. 


STANDING COMMITTEE. 


ents W. Bellows, D.D. George T. Strong. ~ 
Wm. H. Van Buren, M.D. Wolcott Gibbs, M.D. 
C. R. Agnew, M.D. Charles J. Stillé. 


HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 


The Sanitary Commission has made arrange- 
ments for supplying information gratuitously, 
with regard to patients in all the United States 
General Hospitals. 

For information relative to patients in the Hos- 
pitals in New York, New Jersey, the New England 
States, Eastern Virginia, Maryland, District of Co- 
lumbia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Florida 
and Louisiana, address “ Office of Sanitary Com- 
mission, Washington, D. C.” 

For the Hospitals in Pennsylvania, address 
“ Office of Sanitary Commission, No. 1307 Chest- 
nut Street, Philadelphia.” 

For the Hospitals in Western Virginia, Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, lowa, Kentucky, Ten- 
nessee, Mississippi, and Arkansas, address ‘‘ Office 
Sanitary Commission, Louisville, Ky.” 

In all cases the name, rank, company, i regi- 
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ment of the person inquired for should be given, 
and where he was when last heard from. Ifthe 
application is by letter, the answer will be sent 


by return of mail; if in person, it will be answered ~ 


at once; or if by telegraph, an answer will be re- 
turned immediately at the inquirer’s expense. 
E@sSoldiers’ Aid Societies, clergymen, editors, 
and others, can scarcely serve the cause of hu- 
manity more effectually than by frequently and 
widely disseminating a knowledge of the above, 
among those who have friends in the army. 


SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 


The Sanitary Commission, under special au- 
thority of the President of the United States, 
maintains an extensive system of agencies for 
securing the safe conveyance to, and distribution 
of, goods put in its charge for the sick and 
wounded at points where they are most wanted. 
It operates with equal care and generosity at all 
points—at New Orleans and at Washington, 
before Charleston and at Chattanooga—its dis- 
tributions being governed by a comparison of the 
wants of the patients in all cases. The following 
is a list of depots, to which auxiliary societies 
and all disposed to aid the sick and wounded, 
without reference to States or localities, but sim- 
ply to their relative necessity for assistance, are 
invited to send their offerings: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST. 
CENTRAL DEPOTS OF COLLECTION. 


U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 18 West 
Street, Boston, Mass. 4 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 11 Cooper 
Union, New York. 

U. 8. Sanitary Commission, State House, New 
Haven, Conn. . 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 1307 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia. 

DEPOTS OF DISTRIBUTION. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 244 F Street, 
Washington, D. C. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Camp Distribu- 
tion, Va. « 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 46 Sharp 
Street, Baltimore, Md. 
_§. Sanitary Commission, Harper’s Ferry, Va. 
. S. Sanitary Commission, Annapolis, Md. 
S. Sanitary Commission, Camp Parole, Md. 
. S. Sanitary Commission, Norfolk, Va. 
. S. Sanitary Commission, City Point, Va. 
_S. Sanitary Commission, Newberne, N. C. 
. §. Sanitary Commission, Beaufort, 8. C. 
. S. Sanitary Commission, New Orleans, La 

Temporary Depots for distribution are estab- 
lished from time to time as necessities of the 


service require. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST. 
CENTRAL DEPOTS OF COLLECTION. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, corner Vine and 
Sixth Streets, Cincinnati, O. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 95 Bank Street, 
Cleveland, O. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 66 Madison 
Street, Chicago, Il. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 2 Adam’s 
Block, Buffalo, N. af 
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U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 59 Fourth 
Street, Pittsburgh, Penna, 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 32 Larned 
Street, Detroit, Mich. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Columbus, O. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Fifth Street, Louis 
ville, Ky. ae 

The Commission receives no pecuniary aid 
whatever from the Government, and is wholly 
dependent on the voluntary contributions of the 
public for the means of sustaining its operations. 
Contributions to the Treasury are solicited, and 
may be transmitted to George T. Strong, Esq.,. 
Treasurer, 68 Wall Street, N. Y. 


SPECIAL RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 


EAST. 


“Special Relief” Office, 76 Kingston Street, 
Boston, Mass. 

‘« Special Relief” Office, 1307 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia, 

‘“‘ Soldiers’ Rest,” Buffalo, Exchange street, op- 
posite R. R. Depot. 

‘Soldiers’ Lodge,” Harrisburg, Pa. 

“The Home,” Baltimore, Md, 

‘Home for Wives, Mothers and Children of 
Soldiers,” Annapolis, Md. 

“Special Relief Office,’ No. 389 H Street, 
Washington, D, C., where assistance is rendered 
in procuring Pay, Pensions, Bounty, Prize Money, 
and arrears of Pay and Bounty, and in various 
other ways. 

“The Home,” No. 374 N. Capitol Street, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

““Home for Wives, Mothers and Chitdren of 
Soldiers,” 374 N. Capitol St., Washington, D.C. 

“Lodge No. 4,” for discharged soldiers, No. 
389 H Street, Washington, D. CO. ° 

‘‘Lodge No. 5,” near terminus of Washington 
and Alexandria R.'R., Maryland Avenue, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

‘« Lodge No. 6,” near Steamboat Landing, Sixth 
Street, Washington, D. C.- 

‘“¢ Alexandria Lodge,” near terminus of Orange 
and Alexandria R. R., Alexandria, Va. 

“ Special Relief Office,” New Orleans, La. 

“The Home,” New Orleans, La. 


WEST. 


Soldiers’ Home, No. 81 Jefferson avenue, De- 
troit, Michigan. 

Soldiers’ Home, Third Street, Cincinnati, Ohio, 
Col. G. W. D. Andrews, Superintendent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Louisville, Ky., James Malona, 
Sup’t. James Morton, Special Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, New Albany, corner of Main 
and State Streets. 

Soldiers’ Home, Cairo, Ill, C. N. Shipman, 
Superintendent and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Nashville, Tenn., Captain I. 
Brayton, Sup’t. Rev. J. Hoblit, Relief Agent 

Soldiers’ Home, Columbus, Ohio, Col. Isaac 
Dalton, Superintendent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Cleveland, Ohio, Joseph Je- 
rome, Superintendent and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Lodge, near landing, Memphis, Tenn., 
C. W. Christy, Superintendent and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Camp Nelson, Ky., Thomas 
Butler, Superintendent. , 

Soldiers’ Home, Paducah, Ky. 


The Sanitary Commission Bulletin. 927. 










BRANCH, lay BRANCH, 
No. 744 Broadway, NVENT LEG& A Ry : No. 19 Green Street, 
“NEW YORK. WII Mr 316 Copp stTige f BOSTON, Mass. 


ZS 





<OPHILADELPHTA| 
Important Information for Soldiers and Sailors who have lost Limbs, 





The “Patmer” ARM and Lye are now furnished for the mutilated heroes of the Army and Navy, and I have the 
pleasure of presenting extracts from official letters from the Surgeon-General, which will gratify numerous applicants, 
who, in the past, have been led to believe that they must accept an inferior limb, or have no aid from Government. 


. SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICR, 
4 Wasuineton City, D.C., Dec. 12, 1863. 
_ §Srr:—The Board of Medical Officers assembled in the City of Philadelphia, for the purpose of examining the different 
models submitted 5 them for an Artificial Arm, having reported * * *, -* * * * * 
Fy COMPLIANCE WITH THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE BOARD, WHEN A SOLDIER MAY DESIRE TO PURCHASE “THE MORE 
ELEGANT AND EXPENSIVE ARM OF PALMER,” FIFTY DOLLARS WILL BE ALLOWED TOWARDS PAYMENT FOR THT SAME. 
By order of the Acting Surgeon-General. C. H. CRANE, Surgeon U.S.A. 


SURGFON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
WASHINGTON City, D.C., Sept. 20, 1864. 
Srr :—In answer to your letter of the Ist inst,, I am directed to inform you, that the Report and recommendation of 
the Medical Board recently assembled in New York, to examine samples and models of Artificial Limbs, is not designed 
to supersede the recommendation of the former Board, so FAR AS REGARDS THE LIMBS MANUFACTURED BY YOU. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, by order of the Surgeon-Ceneral, 


’ W. C. SPENCER, Assistant Surgeon U.S.A. 
To B. FRANK. PALMER, LL.D., 744 Broadway, New York. 
The Best PALMER LEG is furnished THE SOLDIER FREE 

The Best PALMER ARM, for a SMALL ADVANCE. 


The Best LINCOLN “GOVERNMENT” ARM, FREE. 
Prices of the PALMER LIMBS not raised to OFFICERS and CIVILIANS, 


Apply in person, or by letter, at either of the offices. Address 


B. FRANK. PALMER, LL.D., 


THE TARR FARM PETROLEUM COMPANY, 


OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 


Office, Gil Cedar Street, New Worl. 


Capital, $3,000,000. 30,000 Shares, Par Value $100 each. 


TRUSTEES: 


GEORGE P. BRADFORD, Esg., New York. ALANSON A. SUMNER, Albany, N. Y. 
Hon. ROGER AVERILL, Danbury, Conn. E. B. BELDEN, M.D., New York. 
WILLARD PARKER, M.D., New York. J. T. SANGER, New York. 

JAMES WADSWORTH, New York. ' 
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To all acquainted with the Oil Region of Western Pennsylvania, the name of this Company, 
as indicating its locality, is significaut of the great value of its properties. 

There is no better Oil Territory. 

It embraces interests in fee in more than TWENTY productive wells, and in twrLve others 
now rapidly approaching completion, while the further development of its large unimproved 
area will, at an early day, greatly increase its product. 

We offer it as a permanent dividend-paying investment. 

A limited amount of this stock can be obtained solely of the undersigned at $50 PER 
SHARE, BEING ONE-HALF OF ITS PAR VALUE. 

The declared dividend for the month is one per cent. on its entire capital, to which pur- 
chasers within the month will be entitled. 


JAMES WADSWORTH & COMPANY, 


No. 61 Cedar Street, New York. 
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OFFICE OF THE 


E & INLAND INSURANCE 





Authorized Capital, - - - $5,000,000. 
Cash Capital, paid im,- - - $200,000. 





'& 


This Company issues on the most favorable terms, Policies of Insurance, 


WITH OR WITHOUT PARTICIPATION IN PROFITS, 


against loss or damage by fire, on Dwelling Houses, Stores, and all kinds of 
Buildings, and on Household Furniture and other Property, and on Vessels and 
their Cargoes, while lying in Port. 


Losses wan be Promptly Adjusted and Paid. 





DIRECTORS. 


EDWARD ROWE, JOHN D. BATES, JOSEPH MORRISON, 
ALBERT G, LEE, FRED. H. BRADLEE, DAN’L W. TELLER, 
GEORGE MILN, P EDWARD OC. BATES, HENRY J. CAMMANN, 

J. C, MORRIS, WILLIAM MACKAY, §. N. DERRICK, 
ROB’T BOWNE, BENJ. E. BATES, CHARLES HICKOX, 
EZRA NYE, B. U. MORRIS, JR., N. O. NIMS. 


B. C. MORRIS, President. 
WM. M. WHITNEY Secretary. 


2 gS a Sy 


. 


SANITARY COMMISSION 





BULLETIN. 





A 
No. 30. 


PHILADELPHIA, JANUARY 15, 1865. 


No. 30. 








_ Tur SANITARY CoMMISsION BULLETIN is published on the first and fifteenth of every month, and as 
it has a circulation, gratuitous or other, of above 14,000 copies, it offers an unusually valuable medium for 


advertising. 


All communications must be addressed to the Editor, at the office, 1307 Chestnut street, Philadelphia, and 
must be authenticated by the names and addresses of the writers. 

As the continuance of the publication of the BuuLETin is uncertain, depending on that of the war, and on 
the resources of the U.S. Sanitary Commission—the Standing Committee feels a certain degree of reluctance 
to solicit subscriptions for it—and thereby to pledge the Commission to its issue for a definite period. 

The Committee understand, however, that some of their friends to whom it is now sent gratuitously, ex- 
press a wish to pay for it, and they therefore give notice that the sum of two dollars, remitted to the 
Treasurer, (G. T. Strone, 68 Wall street, New York, or No. 1307 Chestnut street, Philadelphia,) will 
secure its being sent to such contributor during the remainder of the current year, unless its publication be 


sooner discontinued. 





OUR PRISONERS.—THE EXCHANGE, 
BY L. 0. LEGGITT. 
; Wasuineton, Dec. 17, 1864. 

In company with seven other agents, I 
left this city on the 27th day of October, and 
in compliance with instructions, proceeded 
to Fortress Monroe, having in charge a large 
supply of sanitary stores, consisting of 
crackers, onions, pickles, tomatoes, wine, 
lemons, milk, beef, pails, slippers, towels, 
caps, handkerchiefs, stockings, tea, lanterns, 
candles, shirts, drawers, pillows, sugar, 
cheese, chocolate, &c., &c., which stores 
were placed on board U. & Steamer “ Cres- 
cent,” by order of Colonel Mulford, Agent 
for Exchange of Prisoners. 

On the 8th November, [I sailed in the 
‘¢ Crescent’ for Port Royal, S. C., where 
we arrived on the 13th November. 

Colonel Mulford at once proceeded to 


Venus Point, to meet Captain Hatch, and. 


consummate the arrangement for the ex- 
change, while the fleet went to Beaufort t) 
obtain the requisite supply of coal. This 
detained us until the 18th, when we sailed 
from Port Royal to Venus Point, and their 
met Colonel Mulford, and a number of the 
vessels of the fleet. 


THE FLAG. 
On the 20th November, Captain Hatch 
came’ down the river, bringing one thousand 
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prisoners. 


At the sight of‘our flag, they 
commenced cheering, until they were forced | 
to desist from inability to raise their voices. 
Some of them, who were too feeble to 
join in cheering the old flag, testified their 
joy by tears, the only manner in which their 
excessive debility would allow them to 
manifest it. 

DESTITUTION. 


I trust I never shall have occasion to wit- 
ness such another spectacle, as these poor 
fellows presented:- many of them desti- 
tute of shoes, and their feet so badly brui- 
sed and swollen, that they suffered most ex- 
cruciating pain at every step. Most of 
them had but one or two articles of clothing 
to protect them, and some of them were al- 
most entirely destitute of anything in the 
shape of a garment. Upon reaching our 
vessel, whatever old clothes and rags they 
had upon them, were thrown overboard, 
and after a thorough washing, they were each 
provided with a suit of clothes, and then a 
plentiful supply of good coffee, meat and 
hard tack, was furnished them. After 
which, they were transferred to the vessel 
which was to bear them to a civilized coun- 
try; and as we steamed down the river, 
cheer after cheer, as hearty as their weak 
condition would permit, were given for 
Colonel Mulford and the flag. 
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We received in all, at Venus Point, five 
thousand and five hundred prisoners. When 
we were informed that General Sherman’s 
near approach to Savannah, would prevent 
the delivery of any more at that place, we 
at once sailed for Charleston Harbor, where 
the balance of the ten thousand were re- 
ceived. These last were, if possible, in a 
more destitute condition, than those re- 
eeived at Venus Point. 

One man breathed his last, while they 
were conveying him from one vessel to 
another. 

On the 12th December, the “ Crescent” 
received her compliment of passengers, con- 
sisting of sixty-eight officers, and seven 
hundred and sixty men. The highest praise 
is due to Captain Lathan, his ‘officers, and 
the men of the “ Crescent, »- for their kind- 
ness to the officers and soldiers, and for their 
constant endeavors to alleviate their suffer- 
ings, and make them as comfortable as they 
could during their voyage to the North. 


SUPPLIES. 


The stores entrusted to our charge, were 
distributed in such a manner as circum- 
stances seemed to require, with a view to 
relieve suffering, and render these abused 
patriots as comfortable as possible, and 
their gratitude there for, was expressed by 
calling blessings upon the Sanitary Com- 
mission, and in grateful tears. 

LEFT BEHIND. 

They all speak of the sufferings and des- 
titution of their comrades who still linger 
in the rebel prisons, not having been so for- 
tunate as themselves in obtaining their re- 
lease, and beg the Sanitary Commission to 
do all in their power to alleviate their suf- 
ferings, by furnishing them with comfortable 
clothing, and other articles which they so 
much need. 

Being fully acquainted with the condition 
in which those were at the time they reached 


| 
| 


the flag of truce boats, we can easily realize - 


what must be the situation of their more 
unfortunate comrades, who still remain in 
the power of the rebels. And what must 
be their sufferings during the winter 
months? Dying by inches for want of 
nourishment and suitable clothing. 


INTERESTING LETTERS. 
BY MRS. L. G. PARRISH. 
AwnnaPouis, Dec. 1, 1864. 
The steamer Constitution sae this 
morning with seven hundred and six (706) 
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men, one hundred and twenty-five (125) of 


whom were sent immediately to hospitals, 
being too ill to enjoy more than the sight 
of their “promised land.” Many indeed, 
were in a dying condition. Some had died 
a short time before the arrival of the boat: 
Those who were able, proceeded to the high 
ground above the landing, and after being 
divided into battalions, each was conducted 
in turn to the Government storehouse, under 

charge of Capt. Davis, who furnished each 
man with a new suit of clothes, recorded his 
name, regiment and company. They then 
passed out to another building near by, where 
warm water, soap, towels, brushes and combs 
awaited them. 


' WRITING LETTERS. 

After their ablutions they returned to the 
open space in front of the building, to look 
around and enjoy the realities of their new 
life. Here they were furnished with paper, 
envelopes, sharpened pencils; hymn books 
and tracts from the Sanitary Commission, 
and sat down to communicate the glad news * 
of their freedom to friends at home. In 
about two hours most of the men who were 
able, had sealed their letters and deposited 
them in a large mail bag which was furn- 
ished, and soon sent on their way to hun- 
dreds of anxious kindred and friends. 


DISTRIBUTION OF FOOD—JOY OF . THE 
PRISONERS. 


abe Davis very kindly invited me to 
accompany him to another building, to 
witness the administration of the food. 
Several cauldrons containing nice coffee, 
piles of new white bread, and stands covered 
with meat, met the eye. Three dealers : 
were in attendance. The first gave to each 
soldier a loaf of bread, the second a slice of 
boiled meat, the third, dipping the new tin- 
cup from the hand of each, into the coffee 
cauldron, dealt out hot coffee; and how it 
was all received I am unable to describe. 
The-feeble ones reached out their emaciated 
hands to receive gladly, that which they 
were scarcely able to carry, and. with 
brightening faces and grateful expressions 
went on their way. The stouter ones of the 
party, however, must have their jokes, and 
such expressions as the following passed 
freely among them: ‘‘No stockade about 
this bread,” ‘‘ This is no confederate dodge,” 
One fellow, whose skin was nearly 
black from exposure, said, ‘That’s more 
bread than I’ve seen for two months.” 
Another, ‘‘ That settles a man’s plate.” A 


bright eyed boy of eighteen, whose young 


spirit had not beet completely crushed out 


in rebeldom, could not refrain from a bur- 


_ rah, and cried out, “ Hurrah for Uncle Sam, 


: - 


Parole, which is two miles distant. 


hurrah! No Confederacy about this bread.” 
One poor feeble fellow, almost too faint to 
hold his loaded plate, muttered out, “ Why, 
this looks as if we were going to live, 
there’s no grains of corn for a man to swal- 
low whole in this loaf’ Thus the words 
6f cheer and hope came from almost every 
torigue, as they received their rations and 
walked away, each with his thank you, 
thank you; and sat down upon the ground, 
which forcibly reminded me of the scripture 
account where the multitude sat down in 
companies, “and did eat and were filled.” 


oH! WAIT FOR ME. 


Ambulances came afterwards to take 
those who were unable to walk, to Camp 
One 
poor man, who was making his way behind 
all the rest to reach the ambulance, thought 
it would leave him, and with a most anx- 
ious and pitiful expression, cried out, “Oh, 


wait for me!’ I think I shall never for-— 


get his look of distress. When he reached 
the wagon he was too feeble to step in, 


but Captain Davis and Rev. J. A. Whitaker, ° 


Sanitary Commissson agent, assisted him 
till he was placed by the side of his 
companions, who were not in much better 
condition than himself. When he was 
seated he was so thankful that he wept 
like a child, and.those who stood by to aid 
him could do no less. Soldiers—brave sol- 
diers, officers and all, were moved to tears. 


That must be a sad discipline which not 


only wastes the manly form till the sign of 
humanity is nearly obliterated, but breaks 
the manly spirit till it is as tender as a 
child’s. ; 


; Dee. 6. 1864, 
A VISIT TO ST. JOHNS’ COLLEGE HOSPITAL. 


The St. John’s College Hospital is 
under the management of Dr. Palmer, 
surgeon-in-charge, and his executive officer, 
Dr. Tremaine. These gentlemen are worthy 
of praise for the systematic arrangement of 
its cleanly apartments, and for the very kind 
attention. they bestow on their seven hun- 
dred patients. I visited the hospital a day 
or two ago, and, from what I saw there, can 
assure the relatives at home that the suf- 
ferers are well provided for. If they 
could only be seen, how comfortable they 
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look in their neat white spread beds, much 
pain would be ‘spared them. One of the 
surgeons informed me that all the appliances 
are bestowed either by the government or 
the Sanitary Commission. © 


ROCKING CHAIRS. 


ed 

As I passed through the different wards, 
I noticed that each one was well supplied 
with rocking chairs, and alluding to the 
great comfort they must be to the invalids, 
the surgeon replied: “Yes, this is one of 
the rich gifts made to us by the Sanitary 
Commission.” An invalid took up the 
words and. remarked : ‘I think it’s likely 
that all about me is from the Sanitary, for 
I see my flannel shirt, this wrapper, and 
pretty much all I’ve got on, has the stamp 
of the United States Sanitary Commission 
on it.” 


DIET KITCHEN. 


The diet kitchen is under the care of 
Miss Rich, who, with her assistants, was 
busy preparing delicacies of various kinds 
for two hundred patients who were not able 
to go to the convalescent table. The whole 
atmosphere was filled with the odor of 
savory viands. On the stove I counted 
mutton chops, beef steaks, oysters, chicken, 
milk, tea, and other very palatable articles 
cooking. A man stood by a table, butter- 
ing nicely toasted bread ; before him were 
eight to ten rows of the staff of life, rising 
up like pillars of strength to support the in- 
ner man. The chief cook in this depart- 
ment informed me that he buttered twelve 
hundred slices of bread, or toast, daily for 
the diet patients, and prepared eighty-six 
different dishes at each meal. While in 
conversation with this good-natured person, 
the butcher brought in a supply of meat, 
amounting, he informed me, to one hundred 
pounds per day for the so-called diet kitchen, 
though this did not sound much like it. 
Before we left this attractively clean place 
the oysterman was met emptying his cans. 
Upon inquiring how many oysters he had, 
he replied, ‘‘Six gallons is my every day 
deposit here ;” and oh! they were so inex- 
pressibly fine-looking, I could not resist rob- 
bing some poor fellow of one large bi-valve 
to ascertain their quality. Next we were 
shown the store-room, where there was a 
good supply of Sanitary stores, pads, pil- 
lows, shirts, drawers, arm-slings, stock of 
crutches, fans, and other comforts, which, 
the doctor said, had been deposited by the 
United States Sanitary Commission agent. 
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These were useful articles that were not fur- 
nished by the government. ~ 

The executive officer having given us 
permission to find our way among the 
patients, we passed several hours most 
profitably and interestingly, conversing with 
those who had none to cheer them for 
many months, and writing letters for those 
who were too feeble to use the pen. When 
the day closed our labors we felt like the 
disciple of old, who said, ‘‘ Master, it is good 
to be here,” and wished that we might set 
up our tabernacle and glorify the Lord by 
doing good to the sick, the lame, and those 
who had been in prison. 


December 8, 1864 
OUR PRISONERS FROM SAVANNAH. 


No human tongue or pen can ever de- 
scribe the horrible suffering we have wit- 
nessed this day. 


TWO HUNDRED BAD CASES. 


I was early at the landing, 8% o’clock in 
the morning, before the boat threw out her 
ropes for security. ‘The first one brought 
two hundred bad cases, which the Naval 
surgeon told me should properly go to the 
hospital near by, were it not that others 
were coming, every one of whom was in the 
most wretched condition imaginable. They 
were, therefore, sent in ambulances to Camp 
Parole hospital, distant two miles, after be- 
ing washed and fed at the barracks. 


A DECK LOAD OF THE DYING. 


In a short time another boat-load drew 
near, and oh! such a scene of suffer- 
ing humanity I desire never to behold 
again. ‘The whole deck was a bed of straw 
for our exhausted, starved, emaciated, dy- 
ing fellow-creatures. Of the five hundred 
and fifty that left Savannah, the surgeon 
informed me not over two hundred would 
survive; fifty had died on the passage; three 
died while the boat was coming to the land 
of liberty. 1 saw five men dying as they 
were carried on stretchers from the boat to 
the Naval Hospital. The stretcher-bearers 
were ordered by Surgeon D. Vanderkieft to 
pause a moment that the names of the dy- 
ing men might be obtained. To the credit 
of the officers and their assistants it should 
be known that everything was done in the 
most systematic and careful manner. Hach 
stretcher had four attendants, who stood in 
line and came up promptly, one after the 
other, to receive the sufferers as they were 
carried off the boat. There was no confusion, 
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no noise; all acted with perfect military 
order. Ah! it was a solemn funeral service ~ 
to many a brave soldier that was thus being 
performed by kind hearts and hands. 


THE INSANE. 


Some had become insane; their wild gaze 
and clenched teeth convinced the observer 
that reason had fled; others were idiotic ; 
a few lying in spasms; perhaps the realiza- 
tion of the hope long cherished, yet oft de- 
ferred, or the welcome sound of the music, 
sent forth by the military band, was more 
than their exhausted nature could bear. 
When blankets were thrown over them, no 
one would have supposed that a human 
form lay beneath, save for the small pro- 
minence which thie bony head and feet in- 
dicated. Oh! God of justice, what retribu- 
tion awaits the perpetrators of such slow and 
awful murder. af 


VERMIN AND DISEASE. 


The hair of some was matted together, 
like beasts of the stall which lie down in 
their own filth. Vermin are over them 
in abundance. Nearly every man was 
darkened by scurvy, or black with rough | 
scales, and with scorbutic sores. - One in 
particular was reduced to the merest skele- 
ton; his face, neck, and feet covered with 
thick, green mould. A number who had 
Government clothes given them on the boat 
were top feeble to put them on, and were 
carried ashore partially dressed; hugging 
their clothing with a death-grasp that they 
could not be persuaded to yield. It was 
not unfrequent to hear’a man feebly call, as 
he was laid on a stretcher, “‘ Don’t take my 
clothes ;” ‘Oh, save my new shoes;”. 
“ Don’t let my socks go back to Anderson- 
ville.’ In their wild death-struggle, with 
bony arms and hands extended, they would 
hold up their new socks, that could not be 
put on because of their swollen limbs, say- 
ing, ‘ Save ’em till I get home.” In alittle 
while, however, the souls of'many were re- 
leased from their worn-out frames and borne 
to that higher! home where all things are 
registered for a great day of account. 


AN APPEAL TO CHARITY. 


Let our friends at home have open purses 
and willing hands to keep up the supplics 
for the great demand that must necessarily 
be made upon them. Much more must yet 
be done. : 

Thousands now languish in Southern 
prisons, that may yet be brought thus far 
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toward home. Let every Aid society be more 
diligent, that the stores of the Sanitary 
Commission may not fail in this great 
- work. . | 

TOWELS, COMBS, ETC. 


_ The government does not supply towels 
and combs to the soldiers. On their arri- 
val the agents of the Commission are ready 
with a stock of these very useful and much 
needed articles, giving them freely to each 
man. Fourteen hundred towels were given 
out one- morning, and the recipients, who 
had not seen such things for a long time, and 

who needed them much, made merry over 
_ them indeed. One said, “TI do believe if it 
- wasn’t/for the Sanitary, we would never 
. have got out of the Confederacy. I do be- 
lieve they have interceded for us.” 


FROM ONE COMPETENT TO JUDGE. 

The Rev. B. T. Phillips, Chaplain U.S.A. 
General Hospital at Annapolis Junction— 
whose ability, spirituality, and untiring 
zeal in his noble work have won for him 
golden opinions both from his old friends 
and from the officers and men with whom 
he has long been associated—in a letter ad- 
- dressed to Rev. J. A. Whitaker, for many 
months our agent at Annapolis, speaks so 
frankly and advisedly of the Sanitary Com- 
mission, that we cannot refrain from ex- 
tracting as follows :— 


- U.S. A. Generar Hospitat, 
Annapouis, Dec. 15, 1864. 


REv. AND DEAR BroruHeER :—The duties 
incidental to the recent large arrival of 
paroled prisoners at this hospital from 
Andersonville and other prisons of Georgia, 
have prevented me from making an earlier 
expression of my sentiments towards you, 
and my feelings at your leaving Annapolis 
for your new sphere of labor in behalf of 
the Sanitary Commission. * * * 

Of the great and good work of the Sani- 
tary Commission I would like to say some- 
thing, but I hardly know how to speak of it 
without using terms, which, while to me they 
seem to fall far below what truth and justice 
demand, may to those unacquainted with or 
experienced in its practical workings, seem 
exaggerations. But the fact is, it cannot 
be exaggerated, and language is inadequate. 
Following the soldier as it does from his 
enlistment to his discharge, whether that be 
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to his family or his long home, its kind and 
judicious and prompt help is ever at hand, 
oftentimes unconsciously to himself, but 
shedding its gentle influence and ministra- 
tions of mercy as nothing else does or can. 
And all this with an economy and protec- 
tion against imposition, that is rarely found 
in even our best benevolent enterprises. 
I speak advisedly when I say that in these 
regards it may safely challenge comparison 
with any institution of the kind with which 
I am acquainted. I know whereof I speak, 
having carefully examined into its mode of 
operation, and having had much personal 
experience of its practical working since its 
very commencement, in my regiment, in 
temporary hospital, on many a battle-field, 
and in general hospitals. In all that ex- 
perience of nearly four years, I have had 
increasing reasons for believing not only 
that no other organization can compare with 
this noble pioneer jn the work of humanity 
it has undertaken, but also to admire the 
thorough’ business manner in which it has 
been conducted, the wisdom which has been 
displayed by its managers, and their good 
judgment in the selection of the agents, to 
whom has been entrusted the disposing of 
the charity which the people have put into 
their hands. Their policy to employ the 
best agents, and retain them as they be- 
come experienced, as well as their good 
fortune in these regards, have had just such 
results as might have been expected; the 
have been served faithfully, and the soldier 
has reaped the benefit, while the loyal 
people of the land have shown their appre- 
ciation by their liberal gifts. They feel 
they can confide in it, and that by no other 
agency can they so directly and beneficently 
relieve the suffering soldier, or in case of 
his death, help his needy family. 

But i find I must stop, leaving unsaid 
what my heart prompts me to utter, but 
which I have not the time nor space to say. 


BY E. C. GUILES. 
Awnnapouts, Mp., Dec. 17, 1864. 


_ Since my arrival at this place, I have oc- 
cupied myself in obtaining the requisite in- 
formation, and answering letters of inquiry, 
received at this office. These letters have 
been numerous, and often of a most affect- 
ing character. Appeals from mothers and 
wives, beseeching us to use every effort to 
get some intelligence for them, from those 
recently returned from imprisonment at the 
South—of their dear ones—last heard from, 
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it may be, six months or a year ago; short 
manly notes from fathers or brothers, ask- 
ing us whether such or such a name was to 

_be found among the list of paroled prison- 
ers. Requests such as these, could not fail to 
command our immediate and earnest atten- 
tion—promptness and thoroughness of in- 
vestigation, however, it has been impossi- 
ble to combine. 

Twice have the flag of truce boats recom- 
menced their trips; they have come with 
such frequency and brought such large 
numbers—one thousand or fifteen hundred, 
sometimes in a day—that the list of names 
has been in constant use by the military 
authorities, and could not be at once refer- 
red to. Every facility, however, has been 
afforded us, and in many instances, we have 
had the pleasure of communicating to the 
anxious once at -home, the news, that he 
whom they had inquired for, was left be- 
hind, in good health, by his comrades. In 
other cases, we have been obliged to convey 
the. sad intelligence, that ‘the person in- 
quired after, had died in captivity. But, 
in such instances, we could almost feel 
glad of having something definite to reply : 
it was so much harder to be compelled 
to say, as in the other cases we have 
been, that no information could be obtained. 
In these cases, however, a careful list of the 
names has been kept, that no opportunity 
may be lost, as the boats continue to arrive, 
of giving what intelligence we can, 

I have occupied myself in assisting at 
the ‘distribution of the articles to the men. 
Liberal as the provision made by the Goy- 
ernment is, there are certain articles of 
universal necessity, which they do not sup- 
ply. Here it has been our pleasure, as well 
as our duty, to furnish, as far as the stores 
at our disposal would allow, to every man. 

The first wish of the paroled prisoner, 
finding himself at liberty, is to communicate 
with home. It is our aim, therefore, as 
soon as may be, after the arrival of each 
boat, to furnish each man with paper, en- 
velope and pencil. These are most glady 
welcomed and put in use. The next desire 
of the men, is to carry out more fully the 
work already begun, of cleansing themselves 
from the dirt, and freeing themselves from 
the vermin incident to the terrible life 
they have been leading. We take them, 
when mustered into line for dinner, and is- 
sue a towel and a comb to every man. 
These are most gratefully received. The 
only words of complaint which have reach- 
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ed my ears here been owing to the great 
earnestness of the men to get thoroughly 
cleaned. Our stock of  fine-tooth combs 


being small and speedily exhausted, caused — 


a good deal of disappointment. However, 
we supplied them with a comb of some sort, 
and the change in their appearance, after re- 
celving a suit of clothes from Government, 
and facilities for making themselves clean, 
is very remarkable. We have issued also to 
each man, a skein of thread and needle. 

_ I have also had the honor to assist from 
time to time in the duties of the office. I 
have been greatly interested in the ex- 
periences of the officers who have begun to 
arrive on the later boats. Not entitted to 
clothing from Government like enlisted 


men, they have come to the office clad 


in the ragged and dirty garments, which 
have been their only defence from the cold 
in their prison life, to see what we could do 
for them., Underclothing has been issued 
readily, but outer garments not being inclu- 
ded in our stock on hand, it has been im- 
possible for us to supply. But it has been 
very impressive to observe the manly and 
simple dignity of these men, in tattered 
clothes. .With long untrimmed hair and 
beard, with feeble tottering gait,. there was 
yet to be seen, the noble spirit unquenched, | 
the true man coming out purer, with more 
tried patience, with more calm power from 
the furnace of affliction—the fiery torment 
of the terrible experience. : 

The frank, straightforward gratitude with 
which they accepted the little favors we 
were able to do them, was very touching. 
It isa thing to be very thankful for, and 
from which to take hope for the future, 
that such men have been spared to the 
nation. 

‘I have busied myself as opportunity 
offered, in observing whatever was going on 
in connection with the men, now at this 
post, that I might obtain such a knowledge 
of the general condition of affairs, as would 
enable me more efficiently to serye the 
Sanitary Commission. 

I have several times witnessed the im- 
pressive scene presented by a funeral in the 
Naval School yard, preceded by the band, 
and escorted by a guard of men under 
arms. ; 

The long file of wagons moved slowly up 
and took their positions in front of the 
Chapel. On the steps stood the chaplains 
of the Naval School Hospital, and the 
Officers Hospital, and delegates of the Chris- 
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tian Commission, with some of the ladies 
connected with the hospital, and all around 
were gathered such of the men as were 
able to be about. A hymn was sung by 
the ladies, with some of the members 
of the band. An address was made by 
‘a delegate of the Christian Commission. 
The list of the dead (forty-four names) 
was read, prayer was offered by the chap- 
lains, the solemn notes of the band were 
heard again, and the line of wagons passed 
on, each draped with the American flag, 
to the Cemetery, a mile or two out of 
town. The large number of the dead 
' commemorated in a single service; the ab- 
sence of any near personal friends; the 
presence within the curtains of the neigh- 
boring tents of so many hundreds, who may 
soon be borne out to be placed by the side 
of them; the thought of the long suffering 
through which they have passed, and of the 
blessed rest they had found, made the scene 
one long to be remembered.. 

I have also had the pleasure of attending 
the prayer meetings, held two evenings in 
the week at the Chapel. They were ex- 
ceedingly interesting occasions. Most of 
the men who took part in the exercises 
were young men, and their testimony was 
clear and strong to the power of faith, to 
maintain the soul through the most fearful 
trials and temptations. They had found 
Christ to be their strength and comfort in 
their time of adversity, and looked forward 
with joy to devoting themselves to his ser- 
vice in the brighter days which were now 
in store for them amid the prevaling sad- 
ness from present suffering and distressing 
recollections; these hours of prayer and 
thanksgiving, of glorying in God, and re- 


joicing in the Lord Jesus Christ, are times 


of true repentance. 





THE SOLDIER’S FUNERAL HYMN. 
BY MRS. J. W. LANE. 


We weep,. to-day, the fallen brave, 
Now sleeping in their distant grave, 
‘Our stricken hearts in anguish mourn, 
For loved ones who will ne’er return. 


The soldier’s calm, untroubled sleep, 

Where Heaven’s pure dews alone may weep ; 
Nor clash of arms, nor trampling feet, 

Can reach them in their safe retreat. 


We saw not the ensanguined fray, 
Where the red life-stream ebbed away, 
Nor watched the dauntless spirit’s flight, 
As life’s fair sun went down in night. — 


We saw not Death’s gray shadows lie 
On the damp brow and glazing eye, 
Before us still they seem to move, 

’ All health and brightness, life and love. 
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Thou Sovereign Ruler of the skies, 
Accept this costly sacrifice, » 
And teach our aching hearts to rest ; 
Resigned and hopeful, on thy breast. 


And when fair Freedom’s banner waves, 
In triumph over these honored graves, 
To them each freeman’s love shall raise, 
A hero’s monument of praise, 


East BETHANY, December'5, 1864. 


ARMY OF THE POTOMAC. 


BY J. WARNER JOHNSON, 
SUPERINTENDENT OF FIELD RELIEF. 
! Dec. 14, 1864. 
Thinking that the readers of the SANT- 
TARY BULLETIN, might feel some interest 
in following the movements of their agents 
during the recent raid under General War- 


‘ren, and in learning somewhat of the life 


we lead, I propose to give you a sketch of 
our movements. The ordinary quiet of 
camp life, was broken about sunset on Tues- 
day, the 6th inst., by orders for the Fifth 
Corps, and the third division of the Second 
Corps, to be ready to move at day-break the 
following morning, with six days rations, 
and suit, ble ammunition. : 

The supply trains, ambulancés, and am- 
munition wagons, were limited in number, 
and every order indicated that a rapid but 
not, very extended move was to be made. 


BATTLE SUPPLIES. 


Before dark, a wagon was filled with our 
battle supply, for each of these Corps. 
Woolen shirts, drawers and socks, condensed 
milk, whiskey and brandy for milk punch, 
beef stock, soft crackers, farina and corn 
starch, rags, bandages,’ blankets, handker- 
chiefs and towels, and such articles as are 
most needed - after a battle, constituted 
our stores on this occasion. Some tea, 
sugar, soft crackers, and a few cans of apple 
sauce, were added for our mess; time not 
permitting us to-prepare suitable substan-. 
tial food, we relied upon our friends for 
beef and bread, as occasion required, and 
never in vain. 

MOVING. 

By daylight of the morning of the 7th 
Dec., we were ready to move, Mr. Barton 
taking charge of the 5th Corps supplies, 
leaving his associate in charge of the Sta- 
tion, while Mr. Holbrook, accompanied by 


Uncle John (Vassar,) and the writer, went 
_ with the wagon of the Second Corps. Hach 


agent in charge, was provided with a saddle 
horse, and in the wagon was forage enough 
for six days. Scarcely had we left camp, 
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before the promise of the early morning 


was realized, by a heavy rain storm, which. 


lasted till noon, and made our gum blan- 
kets of the greatest value. By the end of 
the day, the sun broke out bright and warm, 
making every one cheerful and inspirited ; 
the moon afterwards added her mild light 
to guide us on our way to camp by nine 
o’clock. 


MIDNIGHT SHOWER. 


We were roused from comfortable sleep 
about midnight, by a heavy shower, which 
coming upon us suddenly, as we lay upon 
the plain without shelter, (our tent having 
been forgotten,) soaked both beds and oc- 
cupants before we succeeded in getting into 
or under the wagon. When the heaviest 
of the shower had passed, we made a fire, 
and gathered around it till day-break, 
drying our clothes, and comforting the in- 
ner-man with tea andcrackers. By thattime, 
_ the column was again on the move, and 
falling into position in the rear of the hos- 
pital wagons, our team began the duty of 
the day. 


UNCERTAINTY. 


Laughable conjectures as io our desti- 
nation, beguiled the slow and tedious march 
of our little army. They varied as much 
as the minds of their originators, and ex- 
tended from a reconnoissance toward the 
South Side road to a union with General 
Sherman’s forces in Georgia. It was not 
clear however, that our six days rations 
would last quite long enough for a trip into 
South Carolina, or, that our little army 
could subsist itself upon the enemy, on so 
long a march. 


SUSSEX CO., 


Our road lead us through Sussex C. H., 
a village of some pretentions, on the map, 
but owning only three or four houses, con- 
spicious among which, is the Court House 
of brick, standing a short distance back 
from the road. The general appearance of 
this country indicates exhaustion. The 
soil under good cultivation and proper re- 
turns will be productive, but the large farms 
and bad system pursued, has reduced it 
so much, that no evidences exist of fair 
crops being harvested. Fields of cotton 
are quite frequent. Some have been picked; 
a few still carry their small crop. 


CONTRABANDS. 


Groups of contrabands met us occasion- 
ally, giving active exercise to the humane 
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feelings of those in sympathy with them, 
by their appeals for aid. Children of all 
ages, and the infirm, through their leaders, 
asked for transportation; but a difficulty 
arose in getting it, from all the wagons still 
being loaded, and from the fact that we were 
going from home with limited rations for 
the troops. a: tek 

Few, if any of these parties, were how- 
ever, left behind our column. Could any 
advocate of the Divine Institution have wit- 
nessed the meeting of these poor creatures 
with their friends by the road side, and have 
seen the exhibitions of delight with which 
they welcomed each accession to the ranks 
of those, who loved freedom better than 
slavery, he would have learned a lesson never 
to be forgotten. 


WELDON RAIL ROAD. 


About noon of Thursday, we came in 
sight of a railroad bridge over the Notto- 


way river, which the cavalry had fired a 


short time before. Here the object of the 
move was developed. Before us was the 
Weldon Railroad, in operation toward Peters- 
burg as far as Stony creek, where wagons 
were used to carry supplies across the Dan- 
ville road or around the Army of Potoma 

to Petersburg. © 


DESTRUCTION OF THE ROAD. 


The line of road was at once occupied 
by the troops, and for thirty-six hours 
almost the entire force bent its best 
efforts to its destruction. Many willing 
hands make short work with such a duty. 
Strong arms are used, and many men ap- 
ply themselves to the task. The rails and 
ties are lifted on one side, and thrown over 
into one long line. , 

The ties when torn from the rails, are 
piled up, and the latter are laid across them 
and covered with light wood, so that.when 
the fire has reached its fiercest power, and 
the iron has become softened by heat, the 
weight of the ends, bends the. rails to the 
ground, and utterly ruins them for present 
use. Twenty miles of such devastation, 
was accomplished without opposition, and 
the Weldon road to the Meheria river, 
ceased to exist. Rebels in Richmond, have 
but one line of rail, the single track 


road to Danville, by which to carry troops 


and supplies, from the Southern States. 


HALT AT NIGHT. 


Our halt took place about sunset, the 
weather growing colder, and giving indica- 





tions of snow. The first duty on reaching 
camp, is to get a supply of soft dry wood for 
the night, and water for supper. Instinct 


seems to guide the soldier to the nearest. 


spot where either can be obtained, and fen- 
ces of all kind disappear with wonderful 
rapidity, before the host of claimants, who 
throng after them. A fire is quickly start- 
ed; the coffee soon boils over the hot coals; 
the slice of beef or pork is soon fried; and 
a gum blanket spread upon the ground, 
furnishes a table, around which, appetites 
sharpened by a fast since daybreak, are 
gathered for the frugal meal. 

Should the ground prove very rough, a 
few strokes of the shovel will level it to re- 
eeive the blankets upon which we lie. If 
it rains, a gum cover over our blankets, is 
our protection from the storm of a winter’s 


night, and fortunate are those whose slum- 


bers are undisturbed by the discovery that 
they obstruct the flow of a young river on 
its oceanward course. : 


START AT DAY-BREAK. 


Daybreak finds the column on the march, 
and detained only by the labor of destroy- 
ing the railroad, we go torward to the Me- 
heria River, about twenty miles from 
Weldon. 
cavalry and the rebel forces on the other 
side of the river, exposes the defences 
thrown up to prevent our crossing. Enough 
of the road has been torn up to prevent its 
use for weeks. 
_would involve considerable ldss, with no 
other benefit, than the opportunity of de- 
stroying a few miles of the road beyond, 
and as the weather was getting colder and 
wetter, and the roads more difficult for the 
trains, it was decided to retire. Half an 
inch of sleet and snow covered the coun- 
try and the sleepers in the army, when the 
bugle calls roused the latter for the march. 
The troops had hard work in store for them. 
Deep mud and half frozen water cover the 
roads, and constant thawing brought such 
showers from the forests, that little comfort 
was found during the day on the march, or 
during our halts. 


IN THE MUD. 


Just after dark, our wagon was driven 
into a mud hole, from which the tired 
horses were unable to draw it. The trains 
all passed on, the last of the infantry 
were around us, the cavalry but a short 
distance in the rear, and as it became an in- 
teresting question how we were to save our 
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Here a skirmish between our: 


The passage of the stream 


supplies, a sudden attack by the rebel cav- 
alry, which penetrated between us and the 
rear guard, within half a mile, seemed to 
make a speedy decision, a matter of neces- 
sity. Fortunately, a few volleys sent the 
chivalry to the right about, and we again 
had an interval of quiet. 

The efforts of the soldiers, loaned for the 
purpose, failed to release our wagon from its 
muddy bed, and it became necessary to part 
with a portion of the contents. This was 
done in a very short time, and in such a 
way as secured a proper application of our 
supplies, and with lightened load, we reach- 
ed the head-quarters of a brigade, were we 
were kindly cared for during the night. A - 
short distance from camp next morning, 
was sufficient to show that we were requi- 
red to further reduce the weight of our sup- 
plies, and to make it necessary to obtain a 
driver more competent to manage our team. 
The kindness of the ambulance officer ot 
the Third Division Second Corps, enabled 


us to bring off our*wagon and team of fine 


horses, and we had the satisfaction of know- 
ing that our distribution of stores was 
made to those who had means and disposi- 
tion to place them in proper hands, 


GUERILLAS. 


Some unfortunate stragglers from the 
column of troops, on our march down were 
captured by the guerillas, and after being 
murdered and beaten till they were dis- 
figured, were stripped of their clothing and 
left on the road side. Such atrocity could 
not go unpunished. The General in com- 
mand, (Warren,) issued orders at once, 
which will teach an useful lesson to those 
who disregard all the ordinary rules of 
civilized warfare, and render retributive 
justice a stern necessity. 


MOONLIGHT MARCH. ~ 


A moonlit march until late in the eve- 
ning, brought us to camp. <A very cold 
wind drove us to shelter in a wood, where, 
after kindling a large fire, we were soon 
sound asleep and dreaming of home. The 
morning of our last day’s march, found us 
off at sunrise. The ground was frozen 
very hard, and a high wind from the 
north-west whistled across the country. 
Home was however before us all; a few 
hours would bring us to the comparative 
comforts of our former camps, and every 
one feeling cheered by hope, and brightened 
by the brilliancy of the morning, was eager 


, 
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to make a rapid and final march to what we 
were all glad to call, our winter quarters. 

From noon till night, the troops in a con- 
tinuous line, marched into the lines, and 
thus ended this memorable raid down the 
Weldon Railroad. 


LETTER FROM CITY POINT. 
er. er. 


It has long been the boast of all rival 
relief societies, that they possessed the 
advantage of direct and personal contact 
with the men; and it is a lamentable 
fact, that people at home overlook to a 
great extent, the operations of the Sanitary 
Commission in this respect. We do com- 
municate personally with the sufferers. 
To make this statement more forcible, 
I will endeavor to sketch the working 
of the | 

Aye, X.FC. 
What volumes are contained in these three 
symbolystic characters. The “ God bless 
you's” of men made happy by a gift from 
home; the tears of gratitude for some sim- 
ple act of kindness; the resurrections from 
fiith and despondency into cleanliness and 
hope... 

These three letters mean the “ Auxiliary ° 
Relief Corps.’ They were instituted by 
the founder of the Corps, Mr. Frank B. 
Fay, of Massachusetts, and will long be 
held as mementos of an experience, at once 
pleasant and profitable. 

We, of the Corps, number about thirty- 
five men, and from three to six of us, are 
connected with each hospital at this point. 
We have a storehouse in each hospital, re- 
ceiving our supplies from a central or 
general storehouse at City loint. The 
hospitals are divided into wards, and each 
agent has an assigned ward, to tne men of 
which he gives out his goods. This is the 
practical working of the Corps in their 
stations. In case of a battle, men are im- 
mediately selected from our number, and 
sent to the field with supplies of stimulants, 
good wholesome eatables, and good warm 
clothing.. Oh, I shall never forget, when 
once | was among the number called to go to 
Deep Bottom, just after a battle in Butler’s 
lines. The surgeons were almost all occu- 
pied with the amputating tables,—three in 
number, and the minor cases were left 
mostly to the care of some members of the 
Christian Commission and ourselves: For 


- stations. 
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pouring in,.and as fast as they were ex- 
amined and attended to, put on board the 
hospital boats, to be shipped to the regular 
And I think that I can safely 
say, that not a man went from the battle- 
field to the boat, without passing through 
our hands. -The working, in detail, would 
occupy more space and time, than we can 
afford: it is nearly as various, both in char- 
acter and effect, as theymen with whom we 
come in contact. One cannot appreciate it 
though, without having personal connec- 
tion with it. 


MEETING OF AGENTS.—HON. F. B. FAY. 
A meeting of the Auxiliary Relief Corps, 
of the U.S. Sanitary Commission, was held 
on Monday evening, December 19, at the . 
Ninth Corps Depot Hospital, for the pur- 
pose of listening to the parting address of © 
its Superintendent, the Hon. Frahk B. Fay, 
of Chelsea, Mass. | . 
Mr. Fay having been connected with 
this part of the Commission’s work from 
its origin, the parting was filled with rem- 
innisences of the many sad and sacred 
scenes through which the Corps had passed. 
The following preamble and resolutions — 
were presented, and unanimously adopted, - 
as expressing the sentiments of the Corps, 
towards its founder and friend, to whom the 
cause owes so nuch. 
Whereas, The Hon. Frank B. Fay, Su- | 
perintendent of the Auxiliary Relief Corps 
of the U. S. Sanitary Commission, is re- 
tiring to his home, at the close of a long - 
and arduous period of service in the field, 
with the expectation of being separated for 
a time from the Corps, with which he has — 
been identified since its inception. 
Resolved, That the Corps of Relief 
Agents, take this opportunity of expressing 
to Mr. Fay, the high appreciation of his 
services, and of the self-sacrificing spirit 
which, ever since the beginning of the war, 
has led him to enlist in the work of minis- 
tering to our sick and wounded heroes. 
Resolved, That a copy of these proceed- 
ings be forwarded to the Executive Comt 
mittee in New York, and to the SANITARY 
CoMMISSION BuLLerin, in Philadelphia, 
for publication. 


is the title of a charming little book, pre- 
pared by one of the noble women of our 


two days and two nights, the men came | land, who has shown herself, by various 
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‘works of love, to be truly devoted to the 
soldier’s temporal and eternal welfare. It 
is published by the United States Sanitary 
Commission, to meet a most pressing neces- 
sity of the men of our army and navy. To 
those who see it, not one word of explana- 
tion or commendation is needed, but would 
_ call the attention of those who have not yet 
seen it to some of its features. 

1. Calender. 

2. Pay table for non-commissioned officers 
and privates in U.S. army. _ 

3. An address “to our’ soldiers and 
sailors,” which will be read with deep in- 
terest by “the million,’ both citizen and 
soldier. Rae 

The address gives in a concise form the 
“principles of the Commission,” “its rela- 
tion to the government,” “its means,” and 
‘“‘plan;” calls the especial attention of 


soldiers in hospitals to the design and work 


of the Conmmission in respect to their wants 
_while sick and wounded; gives a list of 
“depots of collection and distribution of 
supplies,’ together with information re- 
specting “letters” and hospital visitors. 
Another general feature of the address is 
a most satisfactory account of the special 
relief work of the Commission, respecting 
which there is an astonishing want of in- 
formation on the part of those most deeply 
interested. Ten special features of this re- 
lief work are presented. 
among the rest are those which refer to the 
securing of back pay, bounty, pensions, &c., 


for discharged soldiers, free of charge ; and” 


to pay the same attention to sick and 
wounded in hospitals, whose cases have 
been overlooked in the regular payments. 
It is also to assist in the same way the 
families of prisoners. 

Next comes a full list of the Sanitary 
Commission homes and lodges, located at 
different points, where lodging, meals, 
counsel, &¢., are given free of charge; also 
of the homes for wives, mothers, &c., of 
soldiers, who may be called to visit the hos- 
pitals at Washington, Alexandria, and 
Annapolis. An account of monthly pay, 
transportation, subsistence, clothing, &c., of 
discharged soldiers and those on furlough. 
A~ more particular account of “claim 
agencies” closes this part of the address.’ 
Seven warnings to soldiers will be duly ap- 
preciated by many who will escape from 
snares in which they would have been 
caught, were not their attention arrested by 
these suggestions. With advice respecting 


Prominently 
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the method of obtaining artificial limbs, the 
address proper closes. The account of 
‘‘aid societies,”’ “alert clubs,” &¢., conclu- 
des this part of the little “ Friend.” 

The second part:of the work is made up 
of beautiful hymns, selected from various col- 
lections, miscellaneous and patriotie pieces, 
which will be read, sung, and enjoyed 
while the war lasts; and long after the war 
is over the “Friend” will be remembered 
with gratitude. The volume closes with the 
Ten Commandments, the Lord’s’ Prayer, 
and a few appropriate Psalms. 

The work itself reflects great credit 
upon the head and heart of the compiler, 
more than could be indicated by any 
complimentary words that might here be 
written. The book, which is just the size 
for the breast pocket, is gratuitously dis- 
tributed among the men of the army and 
navy. In addition to the number so circu- 
lated, it is proposed to supply the ‘“ Aid 
Societies,” auxiliary to the Sanitary Com- 
mission, with the number of copies they 
may be able to sell, and have the proceeds 
of such sales appropriated to replenish their 
various treasuries. Here is a field of use- 
fulness for all the “societies,” “alert: clubs,” 
&c. The information is as valuable to the 
“loved ones at home’’ as to the absent 
brave. Shall not every loyal family be 
supplied with one at least? Shall not half 
a million be distributed this winter? A. c. 


Specimen numbers will be sent to each 
Branch, and orders received at the office of 
the BULLETIN, will be promptly attended to. 
We can cheerfully endorse all that is said 
above by the reviewer. 


LETTER FROM NATHANIEL SEAVER, Jr. 
Wasuineton, Dec. 20, 1864. 

As my connection withgthe Sanitary Com- 
mission has now drawn to a close, I beg 
leave to submit-the following condensed 
report of my labors. 

Arriving in Washington, in September, 
during your absence Hast, I was temporarily 
assigned to hospital visiting. 

Accompanied by Mr. Holt, I made the 
tour of nearly all the hospitals in the vici- 
nity of Washington, including those at 
Alexandria. Having thus acquired some 
idea of the vastness of our work, and of 
the needs of the hospitals, I was especially 
assigned to Finley and Campbell Hospitals, 

as regular visitor. This duty I performed 
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to the best of my ability, until the early 
part of October, when at my request, I was 
assigned by yourself to Winchester. Arri- 
ving at that. place October 6, I was ap- 
pointed by Col. Muhlech, ‘‘ Superintending 
Hospital Visitor.” What my duties were 
in that capacity, I have already enumerated 
in my report, published in a former num- 
ber of the BunuetiIn. How, from this 
work, I became transferred to the office, it 
would be difficult to tell. The battle of 
Cedar Creek found me agent in charge. 
Fortunately, Col. Muhlech, who had been 
absent for some days, was with us at thaq 
time. Our stock was good, our corps of 
agents large; not too large however. In 
the evenings, from the 20th to the 23d, 
when the wounded came in by hundreds, 
we were compelled to call upon members of 
the Massachusetts 57th, then doing guard 
duty at Winchester, for assistance. Noble 
fellows! they worked with us several eve- 
nings, into the midnight hours, deeming it 
a privilege to help their wounded fellow 
soldiers. Many too of the nurses and as- 
sistants at the Sixth Corps Hospital, ren- 
dered us valuable service, At Sheridan 
Hospital, Mr. Corbin was warmly seconded 
by numbers of the Christian Commission. 
Our tent on the ground, at this time, proved 
invaluable, and for a time, Christian and 
Sanitary Commissions became a partnership 
for the distribution of the stock there col- 
lected. I cannot let this opportunity pass, 
without expressing my approval and grati- 


tude, for the manner in which Mr. Corbin © 


performed his duty, on this, and other oe- 
casions. Two years a soldier, and several 
months a hospital steward, he was eminent- 
ly fitted to fill this place, and that he was 
wise as well as faithful, the united testi- 
mony of patients, surgeons, officials, and 
visitors proves. Now, after a residence of 
over two months in the Shenandoah Valley, 
Lam once more in Washington, and about 
to bid farewell to the Sanitary Commission. 
The position of responsibility which I have 
occupied for most of that time, has not 
been without its trials and anxieties, but on 
the whole, my brief experience has been a 
very happy one. I early found, that the 
great question to be decided in the stew- 
_ardship of the bounties of the loyal North, 
was ‘‘how not to do it.’ At least, one-half 
the applications made for individual relief, 
are by undeserving persons, and it requires 
_a combination of shrewdness and benevo- 
lence, rarely found in human bosoms, to 
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detect the incorrigible ‘ bummers” and 
‘“‘dead beats,’ and still to avoid ranean 
way the deserving. Our work in the val- 
ley is for the present about completed. 
Sheridan Field Hospital rejoices in warm 
bedding, home-made quilts, and cheerful 
tent chimneys. The city hospitals are even 
more fortunate. Meanwhile, the patients 
are being transferred to the rear. But, 
even with these facts, | say farewell with 
many regrets; regrets, which would become 
the prickings of a guilty conscience, were 
it not for the fact that I leave in my place, 
an old tried friend, the Rey. Geo. Batchelor, 
to whose care and good judgment, I feel 
that I could resign every interest, with a 
certainty that it would be watched over 
with the fidelity of a brother and a Chris- 


tian. 


THREE MONTHS IN THE U.S. SANITARY 
. COMMISSION. : 


NO. V.—STILL AT WHITE HOUSE, VA. 


All through the night of June 3, and 
all day of the 4th, the rain came steadily 
down, the atmosphere was chilly, and those 
who could spare time for reflection, allowed 
the whole circumstances which were crowd- 
ed into that day, to be entirely unfavorable 
to health or comfort. The wounded were 
brought in by thousands, throughout all day 
of the 4th. and 5th; the mode of transit 
being the same as that spoken of in relation - 
to the wounded at Port Royal, Va. A por- 
tion of my diary for June 4, reads as fol- 
lows :—Rained all night, rainingsstill; 8000 
wounded said to be on the way in those 
dreadful army wagons. Oh, it is terrible 
to think of the suffering of our poor sol-— 
diers, as they are jolted over those corduroy 
roads to this spot. I have often sighed 
over their sufferings on the battle field; 
hereafter I shall sigh as I think of their 
sufferings while being brought to the base 
of supplies. Several of our agents were 
already at the front helping the wounded 
and dying on the field; and it was thought, 
if a stronger force were sent there, many a _ 
valuable life might be saved by the appli- 
cation of a little good nursing, and feeding, 
before the horrid journey was commenced ; 
but how to spare the men was the question. 
Over one hundred agents were at work, but 
two hundred could not perform the work of 
feeding and dressing those who greatly 
needed attention. It happened at almost 
every ambulance, that some poor wounded 
one would ask, “‘ When is the doctor coming? 


‘ 
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Can you not dress my wound?” In their 
eagerness to have their wounds dressed, 
they would, to excite the agents, sympathy 
and assistance, uncover the gaping lace- 
rations, and reveal them filled with dis- 
gusting life; at such times, every person 
who approached them, was addressed as 
“Doctor.” With such piteous, urgent ap- 
peals, and such necessities staring them in 


the face, it could not be otherwise than that’ 


the Relief Corps, should return to their 
resting places, always at or near the mid- 
night hour. On the boat, the feeding was 
continuous from 6 A.M., until midnight. I 
haye said the issues of supplies on the 3d 
of June, exceeded any thing ever know in 
the history of the Commission, which was 
true; yet the daily issues of the 4th and 5th, 
by far exceeded those of the 3d. The 
chief storekeeper estimated the value of the 
issues on those three days, as closely ap- 
proximating one hundred thousand dollars. 
_June 5, the cry still came for more help, 
more supplies, more nurses; every body 
strained their nerves to accomplish more. 
Our boats were being filled with special 
cases of wounded ones; among whom was 
Colonel Winslow, a son of the lamented Dr. 
Winslow, so long and so favorably known 
in connection with the U. 8. Sanitary Com- 
mission. He was brought from the front, 
to the boat, by his father, whose tenderness 
for his child, equalled that of a mother’s. 
It was the afternoon of that day, before I 
even suspected it was the Sabbath day. I 
could, in part, realize what Sunday must be 
in the army, especially were men had hard 
daily duties to perform. In the absence of 
a majority of the Corps, a few of the rest- 
ing ones joined with me in a meeting of 
prayer and praise. On this day, wagons 
loaded with necessaries and delicacies, at- 
tended by a number of our best men, start- 
ed for the front, for the purpose already in- 
dicated. The action was well timed, for it 
found and helped men who had been wait- 
ing for succor, just where they fell; and re- 
plenished the depleted supply tent of the 
Commission’s Agents. On Monday, the 
steamer James Guy, Captain Parkhurst, 


commanding, started for Washington, for. 


supplies and nurses, having on board Dr. 
Winslow, his wounded son, and a favorite 
horse. I have omitted to state, that during 
our stay at this point, the roar of cannon, 
and crash of small arms, were almost in- 
cessant, and they acted upon our agents as 
a spur to a willing, but jaded animal. The 
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requisition for supplies for the front, was so 
urgent, that another lot of wagons were 
loaded up and sent, but we could not possi- 
bly spare more Relief Agents. Mr. Hol- 
stein reported the burial of 21 men this 
day, but this number was only a fraction of 
those who died. All coming under the 
Supervision of the Sanitary Commission, 
were buried as Christians; the burial ser- 
vice of the Kpiscopal Church, being read 
over their remains. Hach occupied a sepa- 
rate grave, which was properly marked: 
The effects of each deceased soldier, were 
taken in charge, even to a broken comb, 


‘and their friends written to on the same 


day, announcing his death, with every 
particular which would be of interest for 
them to know. On Wednesday, June 8, 
twenty fresh men, (nurses,) arrived from 
Washington. | 

My diary of this day, says: “A fine 
cool day. There is some talk of a charge 
of base to Burmuda Hundred. It is said, 
Grant is swinging his left to the James, and 
that a strong force under Sheridan has gone 
from Newcastle to make a circuit of Rich- 
mond, and join Butler, on that river. Our 
Corps is still hard at work, and when it re- 
turns late at night, each member expresses 
himself dissatisfied with the amount of la- 
bor done, and wishes as I have done many 
times, that he had a thousand hearts, and 
arms, and legs. The U. S. Sanitary Com- 
mission has, at this point, forty-four wag- 
gons, with four horses to each wagon; con- 
siderably over one hundred. Relief Agents, 
and not less than one hundred and fifty 
other persons, engaged as teamsters, labor- 
ers, clerks, &c. On Saturday and Sunday 
last, there was nine thousand dollars worth 
of shirts and drawers distributed among the 
wounded ones.” 

J.J. B. 


PAID AND UNPAID AGENTS. 
BY REV. J. A. ANDERSON. 


The other day, a prominent and influen- 
tial agent of the Christian Commission ex- 
pressed himself to the effect that the agents 
of the Sanitary Commission, in being hired, 
only felt called upon to work so many hours 
per day and at a slow gate per hour; while 
the agents of the Christian Commission work 
for nothing save love for the soldier, and, 
by consequence, infused more soul and vim 
into their labors than do the paid men of the 
Sanitary Commission. The idea was, that 
because Sanitary agents receive a scanty com- 
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pensation they cannot be expected to labor 
with such a purity of benevolence, nor with 
such an enduring celerity, as do agents who 
recelve no compensation. 

' It is somewhat singular that when any 
given objection against the Sanitary Com- 
mission reaches us from one section of the 
country, it is speedily heard ef from many 
and distant sections—which suggests to us 


that somebody takes pains to spread the 


Objection; and as this allegation is coming 
up from different quarters it deserves a 
moment’s attention. 

_ The qualifications of an agent are found 
in his heart, mind and body—not in his 
purse ; and are neither lessened by his ac- 
ceptance of a stipend, nor increased by his 
rejection of a stipend. The question of 
compensation has nothing to do with his 
fitness as gn agent; neither is he by the re- 
ception of pay debarred, in the most remote 
degree, from acting upon the broadest prin- 
ciples of humanity, nor from being impelled 
by the truest motives of strong-pulsing 
charity. If it be asserted that no genuine 
benevolence can be exercised except by 
agents who are unpaid,. then it instantly 
follows ‘that the noble bands of Christian 
ministers, who are confessedly among the 
most effective and brilliant philanthropic 
instrumentalities of the age, are devoid of 
that benevolence; for, though as a class 
worse paid than men of the same abilities 
in the other professions, yet all of them re- 
ceive pay, and are enabled by that pay to 
devote themselves to the grand work of the 
glorious Emanuel. But does any one affirm 
that because thereof, their charity and 
humaneness cannot be as pure and throb- 
bing as if they received no pay? The 
best of books declares the laborer to be 
worthy of his hire ; and the common experi- 
ence of mankind confirms the declaration. 
There is a vast difference between laboring 
for money under the guise of benevolence ; 
‘and laboring for benevolence, though money 
enough be received with which to defray 
ordinary personal expenses. If it be in- 
tended to allege that the agents of the 
Sanitary Commission work simply for money 
or chiefly for money, and not chiefly from 
true motives of humanity; then, we simply 
and emphatically declare the allegation to 
be false in fact, and unjust to scores of men 
who have resigned ample incomes, and con- 
tinue to reject offers of revenues double the 
amount of those which they receive from 
the Commission. Or, if it be intended to 
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affirm, that because they receive pay they 
will not or do not work as heartily as 
those who are unpaid; it is only necessary 
to say, that the sufferings of mangled Ame- — 
ricans, or the totterings of emaciated vete- 
rans, thrill through a kind heart irrespective 
of the pocket which walks about with that 
heart; and that our agents are selected with 
special reference to their benevolence, energy 
and endurance, and that persons wio do 
not on trial display these qualities are dis- 
charged, is known to all who know anything 
about the matter. 

The assumption that an agent who is” 
paid does not work so vigorously or with 
such laudable spirit as does one who is un- 
paid, affects scores of pastors who go to the 
front as voluntegr agents of the Sanitary or 
Christian Commission quite as much as it 
does our permanent agents who are paid; 
for each of these volunteers receives com- 


pensation, if not from one of the Commis- 
sions, from the congregation which, 


in. 
granting him a leave of absence, continues 
the payment of his salary during that leave. 
The question of compensation simply nar-) 
rows itself down to the organization through 
whom the payment shall be made, for in 
both cases the common charity of the coun- 
try is the banker who furnishes the means ; 
and the difference between the two methods 
is, that in the one case the charity of the 
country empowers the Commission to pay 
the agent directly for doing army work, 
while in the other case it, empowers a con- 
gregation to pay a minister for his pastoral. 
work, and the congregation loans his ser- 
vices to the Commission. y 

In the first case you can procure trained, 
disciplined and skilled laborers—men who 
know what is to be done, how to do it, and 
who will not shrink from either manual 
labor or tedious routine ; in the other case . 
you must rely upon the efforts of gentlemen, 
who, in most instances, are compelled to 
return to their congregations just about the 
time they become familiar with army life 
and acquired fitness for army work, and 
who will do manual labor or perform menial 
services only at their own option. 

As to the preference which business men 
would give to these two systems there can 
be no doubt, for it is a law of political 
economy that trained workmen and the 
permanent assignment of the same men to 
the same thing, is true and large economy ; 
while, from what has been said above, it is 


evident that no excellence acerues to the 


— 





motives of unpaid agents because of their 
being unpaid, which does not equally,accrue 
to paid agents in spite of their being paid. 

But enough with abstract reasonings upon 
a point which is clear to all, and agreed 
upon by all disinterested persons. We not 
only affirm, but know that facts will sub- 
stantiate the affirmation, that the agents of 
the Sanitary Commission are as warm- 
hearted, as keenly alive to suffering, as 
quick-witted in affording relief, as patient, 
energetic and cheerful in the performance 
of unromantic duty, and as enduring and 


courageous under field hardships, as are the 
agents of the Christian Commission or any 


other organization. And, furthermore, we 
are beset with the general impression that 
this, and scores of other rumors which are 
swept through communities, will, upon 
. thorough investigation, be found to have 
received their first announcement by friends 
of organizations which are jealous of, or 
antagonistic to, the Sanitary Commission. 


THE TWO COMMISSIONS.—COMPARATIVE 
ECONOMY. 

We invite attention to the article in the 
present number, on “Paid and Unpaid 
Agents.” It is worthy of being read and 
considered, and as it suggests a few thoughts 
we ask attention to them, as follows: 

“Who pays the agents 2” 
is—the people. They may contribute their 
money to either or both of the Commis- 
sions, or they may pay their agents for 
doing the work of the Commissions, direct- 
ly from their own hands. The fact is, that 
the Sanitary Commission pays its agents 
from its own treasury, that treasury being 
supplied by the people. 

The Christian Commission does the same 
with its permanent delegates in the field, 
their treasury being likewise supplied from 
the same bountiful source. But there is a 
class of delegates who go to the front as 
volunteers, meaning by this term, gratui- 
tous laborers, upon whose claim to volun- 
tary service, much stress is laid, as an ar- 
gument in favor of the economy of the 
Christian Commission. Let us examine 
this subject, and it will be seen that the 
system of a volunteer agency is more ex- 

‘pensive than that of a compensated agency. 


The answer 
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The Sanitary Commission pays for its 
relief work in the field, forty-five dollars 
per month, to each agent, in addition to 
to his subsistence. 

The permanent Christian Commission 
delegates, receive no less, but we believe, 
more than this sum; fifty dollars having been 
stated as their salary per month. 

The small difference of five dollars per. 
month need not be thought of in this com- 
parison, beyond thé mere statement. The 
salary of all relief agents, in’ both Com- 
missions, is meagre enough to satisfy the 
most careful and.even parsimonious spirit. 
The work of such men, who live amid the 
exposures and dangers of the front to do 
good to our suffering soldiers, cannot be 
estimated by dollars and cents, and the 
pittance given them ought never to be com- 
plained of. 

But we desire to meet the question of | 
Volunteer seryice upon its real merits. 
Ministers of religion are usually selected 
by the Christian Commission for this ser- 
vice, and each of-these pastors is sup- 
posed to be receiving a salary, which may 


vary from five hundred to five thousand 


dollars per year: we will estimate the 
average however, at the low mark of eight 
hundred dollars per year, for pastoral ser- 
vice at home. Taking this average \to be 
fair, when these parties volunteer their 
services to the soldiers for a month, they 
are in receipt from their congregations of . 
sixty-five dollars for that month’s pastoral 
service, in addition to subsistence and travel- 
ing expenses from the Commission. They 


are thus the gainers individually, for the time 


being, by the two latter items being added to 
their salary, while the cost of supplying their 
places during their absence, must also be 
borne by the people at home. Now add 
the cost of subsistence and transportation. 
A delegate may go from Maine or Minne- 
sota, as from any part of the country 
He may go to Washington or Annapolis 
only; or he may go to New Orleans or 
Texas; but, until he reaches a base of sup- 
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plies, either at the West or Hast, he is at 
the expense of transportation by steamboat 
or railway, and though a portion of his fare 
may be generously commuted by the com- 
panies transporting him, it will not be un- 
just to allow forty-five dollars for his average 
cost, to and from the front. It thus costs 
one hundred dollars a month, to pay the vol- 
unteer agents who go to the field for tem- 
porary and inexperienced service. Take 
the two or three thousand delegates who 
have gone to the field as temporary volun- 
teers for the Christian Commission, and 
count their cost to the charity of the coun- 
try at one hundred dollaxs each, and we have 
the volunteer system, requiring two or 
three hundred thousand dollars to pay its 
delegates. 

Meanwhile, the permanent delegates are 
moving on in the daily track of duty; hard, 


exposing, dangerous duty, at the low figure | 


' of forty-five and fifty dollars per month; be- 
coming inured to hardships, accustomed to 
labor, skilled by experience, known to offi- 
cers and men, and reaping rich harvests 
from their constant seed-sowing. 

It is not assumed that this vast expense 
is borne by the Commission directly, but 
by the people, and the very people who find 
fault with the expensiveness of paying 
agents to go to the front—the people who 
will oppose the Sanitary Commission be- 
cause it pays its hard working, constant 
agents, forty-five dollars per month, while 
the Christian Commission pays its~perma- 
nent agents fifty,—these very people will 
pay double the sum to volunteers, and 
complain of others having their small sti- 
pend of forty-five dollars. 

The system would be a gratuity,—a most 
generous and note-worthy gratuity, if the 
cost of this voluntary service could be turn- 
ed to account. If the pastor going as a 
delegate would bestow his monthly salary 
upon the aid society of the congregation or 
village from which he goes, and. allow the 
service to be éndeed an offering for the. sol- 
dier, it would then be entitled to the claim 
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of voluntary service; but as it is, it cannot 
be claimed as gratuitous. 

We commend the system as a successful 
one for securing the sympathy of a very 
worthy class, and for committing their in- 
fluence in behalf of the Commission which 
obtains their service, but when it is pre- 
sented to the public as an economical sys- 
tem, in comparison with that which trains 
and keeps its agents, and pays an acknow- 
ledged standard sum, we must protest 
against it, and ask the people not to mis- 
judge in the premises. 

Again, when certain churches agree to 
employ and pay agents one hundred dol- 
lars each, per month, and send them: away 
as nelson of the Gheseas Commission, 
we assert that they are not to be ranked as 
volunteers, generously giving their services 
to the Commission. They are paid. | 

The war is the people’s war; the army 
is constituted of the people; the Commis- 
sions were originated, and are sustained by 
the people. The people may do as they will, 
and they are prepared to believe the follow- 
ing simple example in arithmetic, and decide 
for which they pay the most money. 


Sanitary Commission’s work for six months at any 
given point, 


Two permanent agents each at $45 per month.. eee $540 
Transportation to and from the front at $45 each..... 90 
‘ $630 
Christian Commission's work for six months at any 
given point by one permanent agent, and six volun- 
teer delegates who remain but one month each, 
and whose time of service is equal to that of a 
second permanent agent : 
One permanent agent at $50 per month..............- $300 
TYANSPOTtAtlON...\. «4.0.00 s ss 015 <iemsiesle heise eae 45 
, a, $345 
Six volunteer delegates, one month each, at a cost to 
their congregations of $65 per month.............. $390 
Transportation at $45 each......cccccecccccscscssces 270 
; / $660 
One permanent agent..... ceccccsecccesecccvcccsrere $345 


Six volunteer delegates, remaining one month each, 
time of service equal to a second permanent agent $660 


———— 


$1005 
RESUME, 
Total expenses of Christian Commission policy to 
charity of the country for six months............. $1,005 


Total expenses of Sanitary Commission policy for 
same labor and TM0.... <2. ics oswicnmei waeeieemits 


Ecomony of San. Commission’s policy in six months $375, 
Economy of San, Commission’s policy in one year $750 


Assuming each Commission to employ 
one thousand agents per year to do a given 
work, the cost to the common benevolence 
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of the country of the Christian Commis- 
sion’s policy over and above the policy of 
the Sanitary Commission would be three 
hundred and seventy-five thousand dollars, 
($375,000) each year. 


OUR CANVASSERS. 

Weare pleased to announce, that the can- 
vassing system is now completely organized, 
and successfully at work. Twenty lecturers 
are in the home field, most of them minis- 
ters, instructing the people, and meeting 
the objections that may exist in the public 
mind, concerning the Sanitary Commission. 
We commend these gentlemen to the kind 
guidance and hospitality of the people, with 
the assurance that their labors will be use- 
ful. They have all been at the front in hos- 
pitals, and among the soldiers in the camps. 
They have seen the work of the Commis- 
sion and handled its stores. They know of 
what they testify, and are entitled to credit. 


OUR WOMEN. 

We want to say that the aid societies, 
are as diligent as ever. The testimony 
comes to us from all quarters, that the sup- 
plies are increasing, because the faithful 
women of the land continue to be faithful. 
Some, it is true, have grown cold, and if 
they work at all, work in another direction. 
But their lukewarmness is compensated for, 
by the zeal of others, and by the forming 
of new societies, in new neighborhoods. 
The work never looked brighter, in the 
brighter days of our history. We say to 
our women,—then, go on, you have been the 
means of saving thousands of lives; you 
have comforted tens of thousands of suf- 
ferers, and the call is for you to persevere. 
Kvery garment you have made, every com- 
fort you have contributed, has been so much 
added to the strength of the nation; andevery 
_ blessing that has been uttered by soldiers, 
and many more, that have been too deeply 
felt to be uttered, have fallen upon you 
from trembling lips, or burdened hearts, 
but.to stimulate your zeal, and cheer your 
hearts. Go on! 

Vou. I. No. 30 60 
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UNITARIAN TRACTS. © 
Weare in receipt of a letter from a friend, 


which contains the following statement: 


A minister told me he had learned 
that the funds raised by the Sanitary Com- 
mission, were being expended for Unitarian 
tracts, ‘and that these were circulated 
through the army. 


Of late, this rumor has come to us from 
several quarters. It has sprung up simul- 
taneously, in new and distant places, and 
has’ assumed a magniude which attracts 
notice. It is, as our friend very properly 
replied to his informer, a “slander.” It is 
well known, that while the U. 8. Sanitary 
Commission, is a Christian institution, it is 
not sectarian. It has not expended money 
for party purposes, in any way. It has not 
purchased a dollar’s worth of sectarian 
literature, but has spent thousands in pro- 
miscuous reading matter. It has spent 
thousands in purely Christian literature, 
well selected from various authors, without 
reference to denominational interest or 
choice. It recognises the fact, that our 
army is composed of men of all shades 
of religious belief, and that it would be 
unjust to the people to allow itself to be 
used as a means for advocating sectarian 
dogmas. It would be impossible for the 
Commission to do this, and maintain any 
consistency with itself: for while it is true 
that the president is a minister of religion 
under the form of Unitarianism, its Board, 
their secretaries, agents and employees, 
represent what is known as evangelical forms 
of religion, by a very large majority. It is 
disheartening to be compelled to defend 
the Commission against such ungenerous 
assaults, especially when they are made by 
ministers, whose opportunities for discover- 
ing the real truth upon all these matters, 
are soample. The names of the members 
of the Board, and of all the prominent 
officials connected with the work, are open 
to the public. They are well known to this 
country, as among the foremost men of the 
day, in religion, science and literature. To 
believe such statements as the above, is not 
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only to discredit some of our best citizens, 
but to lay ourselves open to just criticism, 
for not being better acquainted with public 
men and public affairs, and not having a 
higher appreciation of common honesty. If 
the whole Sanitary Commission was made up 
of Unitarians, they could not be supposed, as 


servants of the people, so to abuse their: 


trust, as to convert their association into a 
proselyting machine, to serve their own 
sectarian purposes. Nobody believes this 
could be done, except those who would, 
with similiar advantages, use them to pro- 
mote their own selfish ends. 


At a recent meeting of a Unitarian Asso- 
ciation, the question of distributing religious 
reading to the army was considered. The 
fact was well known that the Christian 
Commission could not lend itself to the cir- 
culation of Unitarian literature, and it was 
agreed to appoint an agent for the purpose 
of disseminating their own publications in 
the army, at the expense of the association ; 
but how such agent could find subsistence 
ind shelter was the next question to be con- 
sidered. Application was made to the 
Sanitary Commission to allow the agent to 
subsist with them, and render what service 
might be required of him in times of need 
or emergency, as a consideration for his 
board. The application was presented to 
the Executive Committee of the Commiss- 
sion, of which Dr. Bellows is chairman, and 
was refused. 


We say then to our correspondents, to 
our ministerial friends, to all, that whenever 
they hear such stories to disbelieve them, 
unless the reporters of them are prepared 
with testimony that is conclusive; when 
‘that shall appear, we will join in exposing 
the wrong. 


FOUR DAYS’ WORK. 


Read the following exhibit of four days’ 
work among our troops near Nashville, 
Tenn. To say nothing of Special Relief 
afforded at Homes and Lodges, which is 
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immense, the issue of these vegetables alone 
must have been a great blessing to our men. 
Consolidated Statement of Stores issued by the U. S. 


Sanitary Commission to Troops near Nashville, 
from Deeember 2 to December 6, 1864. 
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METROPOLITAN FAIR BUILDINGS. 


Mr. P. B. Wright, Architect of the Me- 
tropolitan Fair buildings, has made a very - 
interesting statement concerning their 
erection, and as a matter of justice both to 
the parties mentioned and to the many 
friends of the Sanitary Commission, as well 
as an evidence of the appreciation given to 
such generous actions by the Commission 
and the American people, whose agent it is, 
we extract as follows :— | 


It is due to some of the mechanics (to 
whose energy we are indebted for the com- 
pletion of a building covering 24,000 square 
feet of ground in sixteen and a half work- 
ing days,) to state that Messrs Hunt & 
Son performed the carpenters’ work at one- 
half the usual rates (five per,cent. on the 
actual cost), the portion of their commission 
which was waived amounting to $617. 

The accounts of the Messrs Hunt, here- 
tofore submitted, are remarkable for their 
minuteness and perspicuity ; by reference to 
them you can ascertain the name of every 
workman and the number of days and parts 
of days’ work performed by each. 

Mr. Codington, the mason, performed his 
work on the same terms. Messrs Barnes 
and New, roofers, did their work at three 
cents per foot, with the permission to remove 
it, the regular price having been seven cents 
per foot. Messrs Philbin & Quinn, plumb- 
ers and gas-fitters, charged the actual cost 
of labor and twenty-five per cent. of the 
cost of materials, after taking the same 
back. 
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WOMAN’S CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF RELIEF. 
SUPPLIES.—NO. Ivy. 


Lichibit of Receipts, for periods of six months each. 
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Although we withold our usual Semi- 
Annual Report, we cannot omit presenting 
the above interesting table to our Auxiliaries. 
Each line gives the’ receipts of certain 
articles fora period of six months. The 
first two coincide, because we kept no sepa- 
rate account for the summer and winter, and 
now can only divide the total receipts for 
the year. But examine the column of 
flannel shirts. In the summer of 1862 we 
received forty-five hundred; during the 
winter following more than five times as 
many. The summer of 1863 gave nearly 
eight thousand; the next winter three times 
as many. See now the summer of 1864, 
almost twenty-four thousand, three times as 
many as last summer, six times as many as 
the previous one. ‘To what is this constant 
increase due? First of all to the unusual 
activity of the army, so that every woman 
felt that there must be greatly increased 
numbers of wounded and suffering men, 
and rested not, but with redoubled zeal, 
plied her needle for their benefit. Next, 
we must confess, (and we do it with proud 
satisfaction,) that our neighbor, the Wo- 
man’s Relief Association of Brooklyn, has 
contributed of these twenty-four thousand 
shirts, over fourteen thousand; and of the 
ten thousand pairs of drawers more than 
one-half, beside other articles not included 
in the table. This Association is one of 
the most thorough and efficient in the 
country, and the men of Brooklyn seem to 
feel it as much their duty to contribute 
funds, as the women do to make up garments 
_ for our soldiers; and together they produce 
this beneficent result. 

We believe that no inconsiderable advan- 
tage has arisen from our plan of distributing 
material at half price to feeble societies ; 








and very many of them (nearly two hundred 
and fifty) are now working regularly and 
actively with us, that have heretofore made 
only occasional contributions. We hope to 
be able to pursue this plan to the end; since 
it not only materially increases our stores, 
but unites us more closely to these earnest, 
unknown friends. We cannot fail, also, to 
recognize the valuable assistance of our 
Associate Managers, who zealously co-op- 
erate with us in spreading information both 
of the demand for supplies, and of the re- 
sults accomplished. All the Branches of 
the Sanitary Commission hold it to be their 
best plea, to make plain statements of the 
manner in which the work is conducted, 
and to invite the scrutiny of all interested ; 
satisfied that this will ensure their hearty 
sympathy and support. 

At the request of Mrs. Barker, one of the 
hospital visitors of the Commission, whom 
those of our friends who were at our No- 
vember Council cannot fail to remember 
with pleasure, we make a few suggestions. 
All cotton garments should be nicely washed 
and ironed before they are packed. We 
cannot afford to pay city prices for washing ; 
but if each lady who makes a shirt, or a 
sheet, will send it in clean and smooth, itis 
doubly welcome to the sick. So with old 
linen and muslin; if each person will cut off 
hems and seams, and roll it neatly, it is 
ready for immediate use. Handkerchiefs 
should be at least twenty inches square ; 
smaller ones are not worth giving to the 
men and are often thrown aside and lost. 
Better give six handkerchiefs of reasonable 
size than twice as many scraps of linen, 
hardly likely to be used at all. She says 


also: 
“Tt affords untold pleasure to the soldier 
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to know, by the marks it bears, whence the 
garment he receivescomes. Tor this reason, 
it is an excellent plan to mark each article 
that can be marked, with the name of the 
village, town or city, and State, where it 
was made, using therefor a stencil plate and 
stencil ink.” 

Mrs. Marsh once wrote to us from Beau- 
fort, ‘to give poor ill-made articles to the 
men does more harm than good; they say, 
‘if I was worth anything they would not 
give me these miserable things;’ but the 
little signs of neatness and care touch them, 
and they feel as if a mother or sister has 
provided for them the shirt the ‘Sanitary’ 
gives, as indeed is true.’ 

The end has not come yet; this New 
Year may not bring it. We thank you, 
friends, cordially, for your support, and 
above all for the faith you have shown in 
us; and we rest upon it with firm confi- 
dence for the future. 


ELLEN CoLuins, 
Chr. Committee on Supplies. 
New York, January 2, 1865. 


INTERESTING: LETTER FROM GEORGIA. 


HBAD-QUARTERS TWENTIETH Corps, 
Near Savanna, Ga., Dec. 19th, 1864. 


Dr. J. Foster JENKINS, 
General Secretary, U. S. San. Com. 

Dear S1r:—On learning that General 
Sherman was about to make a bold move 
through the State of Georgia to some point 
on the sea coast, it was deemed important 
that some one of the Commission’s Agents 
should accompany the expedition. That 
duty fell to my lot, and I now have the 
honor to report to you the work and ob- 
servations of my mission. Larly in the 
month of November there was great activity 
at Atlanta; sending stores and non-com- 
batants to the rear, and preparing the troops 
with clothing and rations for the prospective 
campaign. By the middle of the month 
the work was accomplished, and on the 
fifteenth of November, 1864, the Army of 
Georgia took up camp and commenced its 
long “and unparalelled march toward the 
land of the palmetto. The troops—officers 
and men—were in excellent. spirits, and 
even jubilant over the prospect before them. 
Each division had its hospital department 
well organized before starting, and had, 
besides the hospital wagons, about fifty 
ambulances. All the sick and wounded’ 
were to report, or be reported to the chief 


surgeon in charge of the hospital, for tran- | 
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sportation and treatment. The surgeons of 
regiments were furnished with cards admit- 
ing the bearer to a place in an ambulance. 
These cards were given out at the surgeon’s 
call in the morning. The bearer marching 
as far as his strength would permit, then 
resting by the wayside until his ambulance 
came up. 

For the first few days the ambulances 
were well filled by men from soreness, but 
they soon got well, and even cases of fever, 
and wounded men recovered in these travel- . 
ing hospitals. The plan works well. Every- 
thing was systematized. When the column 
halted for the night, the hospital tents were 
speedily put up by a party detailed for that 
purpose, while others were preparing supper. 
The sick and wounded were taken from the 
ambulances and made comfortable in the 
tents. About the time they were snugly 
put away for the night, a savory supper was 
ready and served to them. Hach hospital 
had its organized foraging party, whose 
business it was, to gather during the day’s 
march, supplies for the hospital from the 
abundance in the country;, and they seldom 
failed to bring in at night, plenty of sweet 
potatoes, chickens, fresh pork and mutton, 
of which there seemed to be no end; also 
corn meal and sometimes flour. Much of 
the time honey was to be found on the diet 
list. Milk was to be had in abundance. 
Scores of cows were driven along for a sup- 
ply of this excellent article, in the treat- 
ment of sick and wounded men. In the 
morning the surgeons examined all the 
patients, treating as each case required. 
Breakfast over, the ambulances were loaded 
with their human freight, tents struck and 
the hospitals were ready to move with the . 
column. Thus, day after day did we pro- 
ceed. It is remarkable but true, that there 
were several divisions that did not lose a 
man by sickness during the march of about 
three hundred and fifty miles. Those of 
other divisions who died, were principally 
among the new recruits. The general 
health of the army was much better when 
we halted before Savannah, then when we 
left Atlanta. The generous and even luxu- 
rious living of the men on sweet potatoes, 
turnips, fowls, various kinds of fresh meats, 
sorghum, molasses, honey, &c., had the good 
effect to eradicate whatever of scorbutic 
taint previously existed. The march was 
of immense value to our army as a sanitary 
measure. I have procured and forwarded 
to the Hospital Directory a correct and com- 
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plete list of the casualities since leaving 
Atlanta, of the killed—the time and place 
of the deaths in hospital—the date and 
where buried, of the wounded—the nature 
and locality of the wound in most cases— 
those seriously sick, and also the missing 
and captured. In all cases, where possible, 
have given the place and the circumstances. 
We have spared no labor or pains to get a 
full report, and here I wish to make men- 
tion of the uniform kindness and co-opera- 
tion received from officers in the different 
commands in perfecting this work. I am 
glad to be able to state that with a very few 
exceptions all the sick and wounded were 


brought through with the army. I had de- 


signed to procure a list of Union prisoners, 
buried from rebel prisons, Andersonville 
and Macon. We did not reach Millen. I 
visited where so many of our brave soldiers 
were confined. About twelve acres of 
ground were enclosed by a strong stockade, 
twenty feet high; this was in the midst of 
a dense forrest of pines. A marshy stream 
ran through it. No buildings to cover the 
prisoners were permitted. All the shelter 
from rain and cold the men in that en- 
_ closure could obtain, were huts made in the 
ground and covered with mud-bricks. The 
dampness must have been killing to the 
prisoners, for the water comes very near the 
surface of the ground, in all those marshy 
plains. Mortality was terrible among our 
men there. The place was occupied twenty- 
two days by an average of twelve thousand 
men, and during that time seven hundred 
and five were buried, and one I found dead 
still in his mud-hut. When I found the 
graves of these heroic dead, you may imagine 
my indignation, at discovering that not one 
name was on a single head-board, although 
each grave had a separate board. The hos- 
pital was placed below the prison and on the 
bank of the marshy pond, into which the 
stream with all the washings and filth of 
camp ran. All the water used at that hos- 
pital must have been taken from that filthy 
pond. Is there no way for our Government 
to secure to her prisoners held by the rebels, 
a more humane treatment? We have in- 
vested Savannah and gained a commnnica- 
tion with our fleet by storming and captur- 
ing the works of Fort McAllister, on the 
Ogeechee River. Savannah is virtually 
ours, and most probably without a fight. 
Everything looks hopeful. I hope we may 
have a good supply of stores. As soon as 
we enter the place, I will procure rooms, 
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and have everything ready by the time they 
can arrive. 
Yours, very truly, 
J. C. HoBuit, 


General Relief Agent, U. S. San. Com., Army of Georgia. 


BY A. N. READ. 
NASHVILLE, TenN., Dec. 12, 1864. 


Dr. J. 8S. NEWBERRY, 
Secy. U. S. San. Com., Western Department. 


Dear Srr:—Since my last report, the 
Army of the Cumberland has been brought 
together in the vicinity of Nashville. De- 
catur, Columbia, Franklin and Johnsonville 
have been vacated ; Columbia after a little, 
Franklin after severe fighting. The troops 
in the field have no winter quarters, only 
shelter tents, and the cold weather for, the 
past few days has been severe upon them; 
as many of them are upon hills, with no 
forests to break the wind, and wood not 
abundant. 

Most of them have been paid, are well 
clothed, and have an abundance of food, 
except fresh vegetables. Although they 
have been hard worked, and have had little 
rest since the first of May, there is no un- 
usual sickness, and they are in good spirits. 

There have been over 70,000 admissions 
to the hospitals since the first of May. 
These have received every attention that a 
Government, careful of the welfare of her 
soldiers, could furnish. Thanks to the 
efficient, earnest, faithful services of Dr. 


“Wood, the Asst. Surg.-Gen.; Dr. Cooper, 


the Med. Director of the Army of the 
Cumberland, and their long-tried and faith- 
ful subordinate surgeons. 

We have issued vegetables in large quan- 
tities to the troops in the field, principally — 
to the well men at Stevenson, Pulaski, 
Columbia, Johnsonville, and along the line 
of battle in front of Nashville. This was 
done at the suggestion of Maj.-Gen. Thomas 
and Dr. Cooper, who gave us transportation, 
and every facility for their distribution. 
The whole amount distributed, besides the 
issues to hospitals, from Nov. 1 to Dec. 
6, was, of kraut and pickles, 26,744 gal- 
lons, 5,523 bushels of onions, 2,249 bushels 
of potatoes. 

A friend related to me the following in- 
cident, which occurred at one of the thea- 
tres in Nashville, the actors, during the 
play, were eating vermicelli or maccaroni, 
the soldiers thought it was 4raut, and they 


_ shouted, from all parts of the house, “kraut ! 
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kraut! kraut ! 
tary |” 

Division Hospitals are established at this 
time near our lines, where the sick and 
wounded are to be received, the wounds 
dressed, operations performed, and as soon 
as practicable, removed to hospitals in the 
city. These Division Hospitals are visited 
daily, by Field Agents Messrs. Tone, Brun- 
drett and Bartlett, and such stores fur- 
nished as are needed, teams being sent for 
them to our store-rooms in the city. For 
the past two weeks we have been cut off 
from our communication with Murfreesboro 
and Chattanooga, but I have sufficient 
reason to believe that they have stores 
enough, as most of the sick and wounded 
had been removed. 

Gen. Thomas has issued the necessary 
orders to secure to us the land protection 
and help to continue the Hospital Gardens 
the coming year, and has renewed the de- 
tail for Mr. John Harraman, the efficient 
gardener at Murfreesboro. 

The “ Home” in Nashville has been filled 
to, overflowing the past two months. So 
full has it been that every available space 
on the floors has been used for a soldier’s 
bed, and at times, the sidewalk and the 
vestibule of the Catholic Cathedral have 
been crowded. Would it have profaned 
God’s temple to have admitted within its 
walls His children? A larger building 
was assigned to us, and would have been 
ready in a few days, but to meet the antici- 
pated wants of the present emergeney, has 
been taken and furnished as a hospital. 

The sufferings of the refugees have been 
such as to compel us to sympathize with 
them. We have occasionally administered 
to cases of extreme want, taking them into 
our quarters, giving them food and clothing, 
and sending them on their way. 

On the morning of the 22d of November, 
four children were found dead at the Chat- 
tanooga Depot, frozen to death; also, one 
soldier. Over these, and the thousands 
whose sufferings continue, all over the 
South, 


“Ts heard Columbia’s piercing cry, 
Oh, Absalom my son!” 


After the battle of Franklin, the wounded 
were brought immediately to Nashville, and 
we had no opportunity to give aid on the 
field. The number of admissions to the 
different hospitals in Nashville, from April 
1, 1862, to Dec. 12, 1864, is 212,148. 
The number of deaths, from March 3d, 


Sanitary! Sinitary! Sani- 
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1862, to the same period, is 10,203. There 
are now in hospital, Dec. 12,4,904. While 
I write, our troops are reported to be moving 
out after Hood. ; 

Our special wants, at this time, are more 
of the usual battle stores; also, woolen 
clothing, shirts, drawers, socks, mittens, 
blankets, &&. We have many calls for 
these that we cannot fill. These calls are 
increasing, because of the number separated 
from their regiments, and the frequent 
changes of the troops, during which many 
articles are unavoidably lost, and cannot be 
replaced, through Government officials, until 
several days. 

If the friends of the soldier will con- 
tinue to give liberally, they will be paid as 
was a conducter on the Louisville and Nash- 
ville Railroad, who found a soldier, wasted 
by long sickness, longing for home, and 
with his furlough in his pocket; he could 
not get a seat in the cars, they were all 
full, and he so weak, that when he would — 
get one, others pressed in before him. He 
was finally placed in a box car, without a 
seat and without a bed. Here this con- 
ductor found him, and took him into his 
own caboose, and first laid him upon the. 
floor, but the car was warm. Not satisfied 
with this, he soon placed him upon his 
bed, when the soldier grasped his hand, 
and as the tears fell from his eyes, he said, 
in broken accents, ‘‘Oh, sir, my mother 
will pray for you every night for this !”’ 


FROM LOUISIANA. 
Baton Rovas, La., December 17, 1864. 


I arrived at this post on Thursday, the 
8th inst., with all my stores in good condi- 
tion. Although the day was rainy, I suc- 
ceeded in getting everything safely stored 
before evening. Not being able to find any 
room suitable for an office, I took quarters 
with the agent of the Christian Commission, 
in the Court House. 

My attention was first directed to the 
General Hospital, where there seemed to be 
many deficiencies. - None of the men were 
supplied with slippers, or hospital wrappers. 
The diet seemed to be deficient, particularly 
for the wounded. They were without the 
extras which their condition required. A 
new surgeon has just come in charge, and 
an improvement is already manifest. 

T issued to the General Hospital 50 sacks 
vegetables, 8 bbls. kraut, 24 galls. tomatoes, 
48 lbs. milk, 25 pair slippers, 18 lbs. corn 
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starch, 12 lbs. farina, 12 lbs. chocolate, 12 
bottles ketchup, 1 bbl. soda crackers. 

Besides this, I visited all the wards, giving 
to the patients tobacco, pipes, combs, towels, 
needles, thread, &c. These small articles 
were most gratefully received, and many a 
blessing was lavished upon the Sanitary 
Commission. 

During the absence of the cavalry on an 
expedition, the regimental hospitals are 
mostly broken up. I have visited all that 
are still maintained, and have supplied them 
all with needful comforts. I have issued 
four pounds of vegetables and a quart of 
kraut to every man at the post, and am now 
making asecond issue. This is besides the 
quantity sent to the General Hospital. 

No provision is made by which men at 
the General Hospital can draw their cloth- 
ing. A provision of this kind is very much 
needed. ‘The call for woolen under-clothing 
is very great; and I hardly know how to 
meet it. I have sent considerable of the 
small stock which I brought to the small- 
pox hospital, where there are several soldiers 
entirely destitute. 

Twelve barrels of the kraut, shipped on 
the Navigator, was sent to Port Hudson in 
care of Post-Surgeon David. The kraut 
opened in excellent condition, and is the 
most acceptable issue which could be made 
to a large portion of the troops. 

The per centage of sick among the cavalry 
is very much larger than among the in- 
fantry. Long marches, much exposure and 
a far greater proportion of accidental inju- 
ries, will account for the difference. Acute 
dysentery in very aggravated forms, is 
lamentably prevalent. The small-pox is 
increasing among both soldiers and citizens. 
About sixty cases are now under treatment. 


TESTIMONIALS. 
HospitaL 67TH U.S.C. 1, 
More@anzia, La., Oct. 10, 1864. 

Mr. Botrwoop :—I take this occasion 
to acknowledge to you, and through you to 
the Sanitary Commission, whose agent you 
are, the receipt of Sanitary supplies, at 
several times, for the use of sick in my re- 
giment, which have been much needed in 
the absence of fresh meat and vegetables, 
the want of which has been severely felt 
since the Missouri Brigade came into this 
department. 

Scurvy, in addition to the more common 
diseases of camps, has been alarmingly pre- 





consequent usefulness of the troops has 
been lost, with many valuable lives, your 
timely appropriations of potatoes, onions, 
pickles, acids, &c., to this regiment, and 
others, has effectually checked, for the pre- 
sent, the ravages of scurvy, and the num- 
ber of sick is constantly diminishing by 
convalescence and recovery. 

I take this occasion to present to the 
Sanitary Commission, through you, one of 
its many hard-working agents, the expressed, 
and I doubt not, heartfelt gratitude of the 
soldiers of this regiment, with the assurance 
that now and ever they will hold in grate- 
ful remembrance the benefactors whose al- 
moner you are. Very respectfully, 


JOSIAH JORDAN, 
Surgeon 67th U.S.C. I. 


Heap-Quarters 62p Re@’t U.S. C.L, 
MoreanziA, La., Sept. 28, 1864. 


Mr. H. L. Bottwoop, Hsq,, 
Agent U. S. Sanitary Commission. 

Srr :—I take plessure in acknowledging 
the receipt, through you and other agents 
of the Sanitary Commission, at different 
times during the past summer, of dried and 
canned fruits, hospital clothing and bedding, 
cordials and other hospital supplies, which 
were much needed by the sick of this regi- 
ment. The fresh and pickled vegetables I 
have lately received from you have been of 
almost incalculable benefit to our men, who 
are afflicted terribly with scurvy. I know not 
what I could have done, or how I could 
have got along without the anti-scorbutics 
received from you, and I wish to tender 
my thanks through you to the Commission, 
and those who sustain it for this timely aid. 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant. 
CoRORTON ALLEN, 
Surgeon 62d Regiment U. 8. Col’d Infantry. 


Heap-QuartErs 6TH Micu. Heavy poms: 
Fort Gainus, Aua., Dec. 12, 1864. 


W. R. MILuEr, 
Sanitary Agent. 

My Dear Sir:— Permit me, through 
you, to acknowledge the many obligations 
that the 6th Michigan H. A. are under to 
the Sanitary Commission for the many vege- 
tables and delicacies that you have so kindly 
furnished them with. Had it not been for 
the instrumentality of this Commission, I 
have no doubt that many valuable lives 
would have been sacrificed, as the health of 
the regiment, at the time we applied to you 
for relief, was in such a deplorable condi- 


valent. Although much of the health and tion that they imperatively demanded vege- 
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tables and delicacies that could not be ob- 
tained through any other source, but were 
promptly furnished by you. It is indeed a 
proud satisfaction for the soldier, who has 
left the comforts and endearments of home, 
to struggle for the national existence of his 
country, to know that there are friends at 
home who are not unmindful of his welfare. 
Yours, respectfully, 
J. W. Mason, 


Assistant Surgeon 6th Michigan H. A. 


Heap-QuartTers lst N. O. Vots., 
New Oruzans, La., Oct. 6, 1864. \ 
Dr. GEO. BLAKE, 

Dear Sir :—Permit me to thank you, 
and through you the Sanitary Commission, 
for your very, very generous donation to 
my regiment of ten sacks of fine onions. 
I had them divided equally among the 
companies, and directed that the onions be 
pealed and sliced, and covered with quick 
vinegar. The men then are to be allowed 
a definite quantity with each dinner. If 
I can be supplied with onions, from time 
to time, I can guarantee that my men 
shall be exempt from scurvy. 

Again permit me to express my deep 
obligations to you. 

Your obedient servant, 


Gro. W. AVERY, 


Surgeon Ist N. 0. Vols. 


FROM LOUISVILLE. 
LovisviLLE, Ky., December 20, 1864. 
Dr. J. S. NEWBERRY. 


Dear Sirn:—Please find enclosed, my 
report of delivery of cargo of steamer Navi- 
gator, now just returned from New Orleans. 
The trip has been very fortunate, and aside 
from the accomplishment of our main ob- 
ject, without unusual incident. 

We left Louisville Saturday morning, 
November 26, arriving at Cairo the next 
evening. Here we took on special ship- 
ments of not large amount, for Memphis 
and Vicksburg, and also a quantity of stores 
from Jefferson Co., Iowa, and partly from 
North-western Commission, destined for 
Barrancas, Florida. At Memphis, which 
we reached on Tuesday evening, were left, 
beside the special shipment from Mr. Ship- 
man, such other supplies as the agents at 
that place deemed necessary—chiefly kraut 
and potatoes—and during the night we con- 
tinued our course, accompanied by Dr. 
Woodward. To Mr. Allen, Agent of 
Western Sanitary Commission at Helena, 








was delivered an amount of vegetables, con- 
sidered sufficient for an ample issue to all 
the troops at that post; most of which was 
delivered to the different regiments while 
the boat was still lying at the levee. The 
remainder of the cargo, with the exception 
of a limited amount discharged at Vicks- 
burg, and the vegetables issued to gun-boats, 
was delivered to Dr. Blake at New Orleans. 
A larger and more general issue was made 
to the Mississippi squadron than perhaps 
ever before; some slight compensation for 
the want of a Thanksgiving dinner, so 
generally furnished for their brothers in the 
Kast, in the same branch of the service. 


Twenty-six gun-boats, stationed at the 
different points between Osceola and the 
mouth of the Red River, received supplies. 
Many of them had never received anything 
from the Sanitary Commission before; some 
had drawn nothing for months, while those 
which had drawn more recently, had obtained 
supplies merely for their sick. Hnough was 
given for the crews of all, regulated in 
amount by the previous gifts of the Com- 
mission, the number on board, and the 
facilities of the boat for keeping the articles 
on hand. 

The gift was immediately acknowledged in 
a kind and gentlemanly manner, and a high 
estimate placed upon the vegetables affect- 
ing the general health of the navy. | 

Very respectfully yours, 
Wm. A. SUTLIFFE. 


FROM THE VALLEY OF THE SHENANDOAH. 


SHERIDAN Fintp HospPiTaL, SHAWNEE SPRING, 
WIncHEsTER, VA., Dec. 29, 1864. 


Dr. J. Foster JENKINS, 


DrAR Sir :—The last patient of the 4,141 
that have been treated. here since the 24th 
of September, has to-day said “farewell” to 
Shawnee Spring; and the last kind visitor 
from the glorious society of Unionists in the 
city, has to-day offered her services to this 
hospital, which to-morrow will be among 
“things that were.” 

It is but justice to your valuable associa- 
tion to return thanks for favors that have 
been received. ‘The day I came here you 
personally responded to our requirements 
as liberally as your supplies would permit. 
You had the things we needed—things that 
gave comfort to our patients. Some days 
after the regular supplies came through the 
Medical Purveyor’s office. Since then your 
agents have been attentive to similar wants. 
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Will it be invidious for me to mention the 
names of some with whom I have had 
business? Messrs. Nathaniel Seaver, Jr., 
K. H. Smith, J. V. Hammer, George 
Knowlton, George Russell and T. J. Cor- 
bin, have been earnest and constant in 
their endeavors to promote the cause of the 
Commission, and they have justly partici- 
pated in the blessings invoked by suffering 
patriots on the Sanitary Commission. The 
deaths have numbered but 248, and you 
can believe there would have been more 
but for the relief promptly given. 

But while I speak of your Agency, there 
is another which comes most vividly to 
mind. It may not be so well organized, 
nor so extensive as yours, but it is none 
the less grand in proportion to its extent. 
I mean that company of nurses—loyalists of 
Winchester, who have suffered great losses 
by the war, yet are sacrificing their personal 
comforts that they may aid our sick and 
wounded soldiers. You know Miss G ’g 
thrilling history. Was it not an honor that 
almost the last scene in this hospital should 
be the visit of such a heroine? Miss 
M remarked, when warned against 
presenting a flag to the hospital, “T’ll do it 
though the rebels kill me when they come.”’ 

Would it not be well to publish in your 
periodical the names of these ladies? If so, 
here are those most frequently seen in the 
hospitals : 

Miss Harriet H. Griffith, Miss Susan 
Jolliffe, Miss Ella Brown, Miss Margaret 
Brown, Miss Lizzie Brown, Miss Flora 
Sharp, Miss Alice Sharp, Miss Mattie Shu- 
mate, Miss Rebecca Shumate, Miss Ann 
Sidwell, Miss Martha Sidwell, Miss Rebecca 
Wright, Miss Mary Jackson, Miss Julia 
Chase, Miss Darlington, Miss Dunlap, Miss 
Meniman, Miss Lucy T. Meredith, Miss 
Jennie Meredith, Miss Emma Bonham, 
Miss Emma Glen, Miss Mary Cochrane, 
Miss Rebecca Cochrane, Miss Emma Crabbe, 
Miss Mollie Hackney, Miss Sallie Diffender- 
fer, Miss Annie Diffenderfer, Miss Amelia 
Maloy, Miss Rebecca Maloy, Miss Sibel 
Maloy, Miss Ella B. Ginn, Mrs. John Mar- 
vin, Mrs. Catharine Burns, Mrs. Dickinson, 
Mrs. Joseph Denny, Mrs. Tripp, Mrs. 
Cooper, Miss Mariannie Griffith, Miss Anna 
Griffith. 

With best wishes for yourself and the 
Commission, 

I am your obedient servant, 


Henry Root, 
Surgeon 54th N. ¥.8. NM. 
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MEMORIAL OF THE GREAT CENTRAL FAIR 
AT PHILADELPHIA. 

A very natural curiosity is felt by all 
those who hear of the wonderful results of 
the various Fairs held in aid of the Sani- 
tary Commission to know by what system 
of organization such extraordinary success 
is achieved by those in charge of these en- 
terprises. The Fairs themselves form a 
new era in the annals of benevolence, and 
their history will always be studied by those 
who seek to understand one of the most 
striking characteristics of the American 
people in this war. The Executive Com- 
mittee of the Great Central Fair, held in 
Philadelphia in the month of June last, 
have thought it important to lay before the 
public a complete history of the origin, 
progress and results of that most successful 
undertaking. They very naturally thought 
that it was due not merely to the labors of 
those by whom this success was obtained 
that such a record should be preserved, but 
also that it was important as an example to 
those who may come after us to explain 
how more than a million of dollars was 
raised in a few months in aid of the Sani- 
tary Commission. They entrusted the task 
of preparing such a history to Mr. Cuas. 
J. STILLE, and it has at length appeared 
in the shape of a very elegant quarto 
volume, containing more than two hundred 
pages. The book, although very beautiful 
in its mechanical execution, (in this respect 
indeed being one of the handsomest speci- 
mens of American book-making ever is- 
sued,) is a very unpretending one. It en- 
ters fully into the reasons which induced 
the managers of the Fair to undertake the 
enterprise, and explains the system of or- 
ganization adopted which was so fruitful of 
good results. As those who had charge of 
it had the benefit of the experience of other 
Fairs, they were led to make some changes 
in the details of the organization of such a 
project, which the author of the “ History” 
claims, with apparent good reason, were 
great improvements. The book traces the 
various modes by which nearly a hundred 
distinct committees, in charge of the vari- 
ous departments, performed each their share 
in the common work, and finally succeeded 
in fusing the scattered lays of patriotic 
sympathy into a harmonious whole. A 
deserved tribute is paid to the untiring 
energy and zeal of the great army of laborers 
employed in the work. A description of 
the buildings, whose imposing architectural 
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effect was not the least striking peculiarity 
of the Fair is given, and a’detailed account 
of each separate department, containing 
articles for exhibition or sale is added. 
The various incidents of the Fair have been 
carefully preserved in this record, and ap- 
pended to it will be found a financial state- 
ment of the result, showing that after 
November 26, 1864, the net amount re- 
alized was $1,010,976 68. A full list of 
all the committees occupies more than fifty 
pages of the volume, thus preserving, in a 
permanent form, the names of all who 
were the active workers in this great under- 
taking. 

On the whole the “‘ History” is a most 
fitting commemoration of the occasion. A 
limited edition only has been printed. Those 
who desire copies can obtain them by ad- 
dressing Mr. James K. Simon, the agent 
for the sale of the book, No. 33 South 
Sixth street, and enclosing five dollars. 


NEW ORLEANS. 

The annexed table, taken by chance, will 
give the reader some idea of the nature, va- 
riety and extent of the relief afforded in the 
Soldiers’ Homes. ‘There are many details 
necessarily omitted because of want of room ; 
but it will be seen that during eleven months, 
10,784 soldiers and sailors, from twenty- 
three different States, have found a home in 
the far distant Gulf-city; that of these 
2,821 were discharged men who, having no 
claim upon government, would otherwise 
have been homeless; that 63,115 lodgings, 
and 197,562 meals have been given; that 
878 sick have been treated in the hospitals 
of the Home; that 16 have died ; and that, 
at the option of the owners, $104,257 have 
been kept in the safe, and thus wrested from 
the clutch of the harpies who rob the sol- 
dier and his family of his earnings. It 
will be noted and remembered that no other 
organization does, or attempts to do, this 
most practical Christian work. 

The statistics of the whole Special Relief 
Department are being collected for the pur- 
pose of consolidation and aggregation. The 
necessity of a uniform classification is ap- 
parent; and superintendents of Soldiers’ 


Homes, Lodges, Rests, Homes for Nurses, 


and for Soldiers’ Relations, &c., conducted 
by the U. S. Sanitary Commission, are re- 
quested to furnish—if they have not already 
done so—similar statistics of the work done 
in the institutions of which they have 
charge. 








CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF U. S. SANITARY COMMISSION’S “SOLDIERS’ HOME,” 


LA. 


AT NEW ORLEANS, 


The Sanitary Commission Bulletin. 
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OF THE 
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NEW YORK. 


PRESIDENT, 
Lizut.-Gren. WINFIELD SCOTT. 


VICE-PRESIDENTS. 


Hon. Hamitton Fisk, Apmirau Dupont, 
Joun J. Cisco, Esg., Rup. A. Wirruavs, Esq 


TREASURER.—RoBeERT B. Minturn, Esq. 


DIRECTORS. 


Hons. E. D. Morgan, |Howarp Porter, 
GrorGe Oppyxe, | Wituiam E. Dopes, jr., 
Hiram Barney, THEODORE ROOSEVELT, 
Jas W. Beekman, |PrTer Coopnr, 

HB. W. Betiows, D.D., |Gzorer Bancrort, 

JOHN Jacos Astor, DanieL Lorp, 

JAMES Brown, Witson G. Hunt, 

WiuiaM H. Aspinwatt,|Rosert L. Sruart, 

JAMES GALLATIN, ALFRED PELL. 


Apply in person or by letter, to 
HENRY GREENFIELD, Secretary, 
35 CuamBers Srreet, New York. 


OBJECTS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 


lst. To secure the soldiers and sailors and their 
families, any claims for pensions, pay, or bounty, 
ete., without cost to the clatmant. 


~ 
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2d. To protect soldiers or sailors and their families 
from imposture and fraud. 

3d. To prevent false claims from being made 
against the Government. 

4th. To give gratuitous advice and information to 
soldiers and sailors or their families needing tt. 


THE U, S$. SANITARY COMMISSION 


Was constituted by the Secretary of War in June, 
1861, in accordance with the recommendation of 
the Surgeon-General of the United States Army, 
and its appointment and plan of organization were 
approved by the President of the United States. 
Its present organization is as follows: 


H. W. Bellows, D.D., New York. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Washington, D. C. 
F. L. Olmsted, California. 

George T. Strong, Esq., New York. 
Elisha Harris, M.D., New York. 

W. 4H. Van Buren, M.D., New York. 
Wolcott Gibbs, M.D., Cambridge, Mass. 
S. G. Howe, M.D., Boston, Mass. 

C. R. Agnew, M.D., New York. 

J. S. Newberry, M.D., Cleveland, Ohio. 
Rt. Rev. T. M. Clark, Providence, R. I. 
Hon. R. W. Burnett, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Hon. Mark Skinner, Chicago, III. 

Hon. Joseph Holt, Washington, D. CO. 
Horace Binney, jr., Philadelphia, Penna. 
Rev. J. H. Heywood, Louisville, Ky. 

J. Huntington Wolcott, Boston, Mass. 
Charles J. Stillé, Philadelphia, Penna. 
Ezra B. McCagg, Chicago, Ill. 


OFFICERS. 


H. W. Bellows, D.D., President. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Vice-President. 
George T. Strong, Treasurer. 

J. Foster Jenkins, M.D., General Secretary. 
J. S. Newberry, M.D., Associate Secretary. 
J. H. Douglas, M.D., Associate Secretary. 


STANDING COMMITTEE, 


Henry W. Bellows, D.D. George T. Strong. 
Wm.H.VanBuren,M.D. Wolcott Gibbs, M.D. 
CO. R. Agnew, M.D. Charles J. Stillé. 


HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 


The Sanitary Commission has made arrange- 
ments for supplying information gratuitously, 
with regard to patients in all the United States 
General Hospitals. 

For information relative to patients in the Hos- 
pitals in New York, New Jersey, the New England 
States, Eastern Virginia, Maryland, District of Co- 
lumbia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Florida 
and Louisiana, address “ Office of Sanitary Com- 
mission, Washington, D. C.” 

For the Hospitals in Pennsylvania, address 
“Office of Sanitary Commission, No. 1307 Chest- 
nut Street, Philadelphia.” 

For the Hospitals in Western Virginia, Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, lowa, Kentucky, Ten- 
nessee, Mississippi, and Arkansas, address “ Office 
Sanitary Commission, Louisville, Ky.” 

In all cases the name, rank, company, and regi- 
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ment of the person inquired for should be given, 
and where he was when last heard from. Ifthe 
application is by letter, the answer will be sent 
by return of mail; if in person, it will be answered 
at once; or if by telegraph, an answer will be re- 
turned immediately at the inquirer’s expense. 
p@sSoldiers’ Aid Societies, clergymen, editors, 
and others, can scarcely serve the cause of hu- 
manity more effectually than by frequently and 
widely disseminating a knowledge of the above, 
among those who have friends in the army. 


SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 


The Sanitary Commission, under special au- 
thority of the President of the United States, 
maintains an extensive system of agencies for 
securing the safe conveyance to, and distribution 
of, goods put in its charge for the sick and 
wounded at points where they are most wanted. 
It operates with equal care and generosity at all 
points—at New Orleans and at Washington, 
before Charleston and at Chattanooga—its dis- 
tributions being governed by a comparison of the 
wants of the patients in all cases. The following 
is a list of depots, to which auxiliary societies 
and all disposed to aid the sick and wounded, 
without reference to States or localities, but sim- 
ply to their relative necessity for assistance, are 
invited to send their offerings: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST. 
CENTRAL DEPOTS OF COLLECTION. 


U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 18 West 
Street, Boston, Mass. 

U. S. Sanitary Caeeie Hon, No. 11 Cooper 
Union, New York. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, State House, New 
Haven, Conn. 

0, S. Sanitary Commission, No. 1307 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia. 


DEPOTS OF DISTRIBUTION. 


U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 244 F Street, 
Washington, D. C 
U. S. Sanitary Commission, Camp Distribu- 
tion, Va. 
U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 46 Sharp 
Street, Baltimore, Md. 
Sanitary Commission, Harper’s Ferry, Va. 
. Sanitary Commission, Annapolis, Md. 
. Sanitary Commission, Camp Parole, Md. 
. Sanitary Commission, Norfolk, Va. 
. Sanitary Commission, City Point, Va. 
. Sanitary Commission, Newberne, N. C. 
. Sanitary Commission, Beaufort, S. C. 
. Sanitary Commission, New Orleans, La 
Temporary Depots for distribution are estab- 
lished from time to time as necessities of the 
service require. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST. 
CENTRAL DEPOTS OF COLLECTION. 


U. S. Sanitary Commission, corner Vine and 
Sixth Streets, Cincinnati, O. 

U.S. Sanitary Commission, No. 95 Bank Street, 
ieites |e: O. 

S. Sanitary Commission, No. 66 Madison 

(ea Chicago, TL. 

U..8. Sanitary Commission, No. 2 Adam’s 
Block, Buffalo, N. Y. > 
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U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 59 Fourth 
Street, Pittsburgh, Penna. 

is, Sanitary Commission, No. 32 Larned 
Street, Detroit, Mich. 

gs Sanitary Commission, Columbus, O. 

U.S. Sanitary Commission, Fifth Street, Louis- 
ville, Ky. 

The Commission receives no pecuniary aid 
whatever from the Government, and is wholly 
dependent on the voluntary contributions of the 
public for the means of sustaining its operations. 
Contributions to the Treasury are solicited, and 
may be transmitted to George T. Strong, Esq., 
Treasurer, 68 Wall Street, N. Y. 


SPECIAL RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 


EAST. = 


“Special Relief” Office, 76 Kingston Street, 
Boston, Mass. 

‘* Special Relief” Office, 1307 Chestnut mireet, 
Philadelphia. 

‘Soldiers’ Rest,” Buffalo, Exchange siauee op- 
posite R. R. Depot. 

‘Soldiers’ Lodge,” Harrisburg, Pa. 

“The Home,” Baltimore, Md: ; 

“Home for. Wives, Mothers and Children of 
Soldiers,” Annapolis, Md. 

“ Special Relief Office,” No. 389 H Street, 
Washington, D. C., where assistance is rendered 
in procuring Pay, Pensions, Bounty, Prize Money, 
and arrears of Pay and Bounty, and in various 
other ways. 

“The Home, » No. 374 N. Capitol Street, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

“Home for Wives, Mothers and Children of 
Soldiers,” 374 N. Capitol St., Washington, D. C. 

ae Lodge No. 4,” for discharged soldiers, No. 
389 H Street, Washington, Da0; 

“Lodge No. 5,” near terminus of Washington 
and Alexandria R. R., Maryland Avenue, Wash- 
ington, D. CO. 

‘ Lodge No. 6,” near Steamboat Landing, Sixth 
Street, Washington, D.C. 

af Alexandria Lodge,” near terminus of Orange 
and Alexandria R. R., Alexandria, Va. 

‘““ Special Relief Office,” New Orleans, La. 

“The Home,” New Orleans, La. 


WEST. 


Soldiers’ Home, No. 81 Jefferson avenue, De- 
troit, Michigan. 

Soldiers’ Home, Third Street, Cincinnati, Ohio, 
Col. G. W. D. Andrews, Superintendent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Louisville, Ky., James Malona, 
Sup't. James Morton, Special Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, New Albany, corner of Main 
and State Streets. 

Soldiers’ Home, Cairo, Ill., C. N. Shipman, 
Superintendent and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Nashville, Tenn., Captain I. 
Brayton, Sup’t. Rev. J. Hoblit, Relief Agent 

Soldiers’ Home, Columbus, Ohio, Col. Isaac 
Dalton, Superintendent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Cleveland, Ohio, Joseph Je- 
rome, Superintendent and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Lodge, near landing, Memphis, Tenn., 
C. W. Christy, Superintendent and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Camp Nelson, Ky., Thomas 
Butler, Superintendent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Paducah, Ky. 
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BRANCH, pli BRANCH, 
No. 744 Broadway, N ENT LEGS ARxy| No. 19. Green Street, 
NEW YORK. O09 70366 Capit se BOSTON, Mass. 


Important Information for Soldiers and Sailors who have lost Limbs. 


The **PatmEeR” ARM and Lee are now furnished for the mutilated heroes of the Army and Navy, and I have the 
pleasure of presenting extracts from official letters from the Surgeon-General, which will gratify numerous applicants, 
who, in the past, have been led to believe that they must accept an inferior limb, or have no aid from Government, 

SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
WasHtneton City, DC, Dec. 12, 1863, 


Sir :—The Board of Medical Officers assembled in the City of Philadelphia, for the purpose of examining the different 
* * * * * * * 


models submitted S them for an Artificial Arm, having reported 
IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE BOARD, WHEN A SOLDIER MAY DESIRE TO PURCHASE ‘‘ THE MORE 
ELEGANT AND EXPENSIVE ARM OF PALMER,” FIFTY DOLLARS WILL BE ALLOWED TOWARDS PAYMENT FOR THT SAME. 

By order of the Acting Surgeon-General. Cc. H. CRANE, Surgeon U.S.A. 


SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
. WASHINGTON City, D.C., Sept 20. 1864. 
Sir :—In answer to your letter of the Ist inst., I am directed to inform you, that the Report and recommendation of 
the Medical Board recently assembled in New York, to examine samples and models of Artificial. Limbs, is not designed 
to supersede the recommendation of the former Board, 80 FAR ‘AS REGARDS THE LIMBS. MANUFACTURED BY YOU. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, by order of the Surgeon-Ceneral, 


W. C. SPENCER, Assistant Surgeon U.S.A. 
To B. FRANK. PALMER, LL.D., 744 Broadway, New York. 


The Best PALMER LEG is furnished THE SOLDIER FREE 
The Best PALMER ARM, for a SMALL ADVANCE. 


The Best LINCOLN ‘GOVERNMENT’ ARM, FREE. 
Prices of the PALMER LIMBS not raised to OFFICERS and CIVILIANS. 


Apply in person, or by letter, at either of the offices. Address 


B. FRANK. PALMER, LL.D., 


THE TARR FARM PETROLEUM GOMPANY, 


OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 


Office, Gil Cedar Street, New Work. 


Capital, $3,000,000. 30,000 Shares, Par Value $100 each. 





TRUSTEES: 


GEORGE P. BRADFORD, Esg., New York. ALANSON A. SUMNER, Albany, N. Y. 

Hon. ROGER AVERILL, Danbury, Conn. HK. B. BELDEN, M.D., New York. 
WILLARD PARKER, M.D., New York. J. T. SANGER, New York. 

, JAMES WADSWORTH, New York. 


To all acquainted with the Oil Region of Western Pennsylvania, the name of this Company, 
as indicating its locality, is significant of the great value of its properties. 

There is no better Oil Territory. 

It embraces interests in fee in more than TWENTY productive wells, and in TwELVE others 
now rapidly approaching completion, while the further development of its large unimproved 
area will, at an early day, greatly increase its product. 

We offer it as a permanent dividend-paying investment. 

A limited amount of this stock can be obtained solely of the undersigned at $50 PER. 
SHARE, BEING ONE-HALF OF ITS PAR VALUE. 

The declared dividend for the month is one per cent. on its entire capital, to which pur- 
chasers within the month will be entitled. 


JAMES WADSWORTH & COMPANY, 


No. 61 Cedar Street, New York. 
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Adapted to every branch of business. 
MANUFACTURED ONLY BY THE ORIGINAL INVENTORS, 


E. & T. FAIRBANKS & C0,, St. Johnsbury, Vermont, 


PRINCIPAL WAREHOUSES: 


FAIRBANKS & CO., No. 252 Broadway, New York. 
FAIRBANKS & BROWN, No. 118 Milk Street, Boston. : 
FAIRBANKS, GREENLEAF & CO., No. 172 Lake Street, Chicago. 
FAIRBANKS & EWING, Masonic Hall, Philadelphia. 
FAIRBANKS & CO., No. 246 Baltimore Street, Baltimore. 


Descriptive Circulars furnished or mailed to any address, on application to either of the above. 





ESTABLISHED 1860. | 
486 BROADWAY AND 441 BROOME ST.. 


SEWING MACHINES. 


OF THE MOST APPROVED MAKES, SUCH AS THE 


WHEELER & WILSON, 
GROVER & BAKER, 
WILLCOX & GIBBS, 
A. B. HOWE, 
SINGER AND OTHERS. 


FOR SALE, 


At MANUFACTURERS’ PRICES, and with the same privileges. Instruction THOROUGH and 
gratis, at the 


N. Y. SEWING MACHINE EMPORIUM, 


Corner Broadway and Broome Street, New York. 


V. W. WICKES, Jr., Proprietor, | 
486 Broadway, Up Stairs. 


TO RENT 3 a 
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OFFICE OF THE 


MORRIS 


FIRE & INLAND INSURANCE 


COMPANY. 





COLUMBIAN BUILDINC, 


fre eee VV pA Pilian oo IN ASSAU. STS. 





Authorized Capital, - - - $3,000,000. 
Cash Capital, paid im,- - - $200,000. 





This Company issues on the most favorable terms, Policies of Insurance, 


WITH OR WITHOUT PARTICIPATION IN PROFITS, 


against loss or damage by fire, on Dwelling Houses, Stores, and all kinds of 
Buildings, and on Household Furniture and other Property, and on Vessels and 
their Cargoes, while lying in Port. 


Losses will be Promptly Adjusted and Paid. 





DIRECTO HH S. 


EDWARD ROWE, JOHN D. BATES, JOSEPH MORRISON, 


ALBERT G. LEE, FRED. H. BRADLEE, DAN’L W. TELLER, 
GEORGE MILN, » EDWARD C. BATES, HENRY J. CAMMANN, 
J. C. MORRIS, “WILLIAM MACKAY, S. N. DERRICK, 
ROB’T BOWNE, BENJ. E. BATES, CHARLES HICKOX, 
EZRA NYE, B. U. MORRIS, Jr., N. O. NIMS. 


B. C. MORRIS, President. 
WM. M. WHITNEY Secretary. 
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F. RATCHFORD STARR, General Agent, 


400 Walnut Street, Philadetphia. 


The Mutual Life Insurance Company of New York. 


F. 8. WINSTON, PresipeEnr. 


Cash Assets over Eleven and a half Millions of Dollars. 
Policies known as ‘‘ Non-Forfeiting,” on the terms they express, on the Ten-Year plan, issued by this 
Company, possess advantages in profits and rates of premiums, greatet than are offered by any other Life - 
Company. 











THE 


Widows’ & Orphans’ Benefit Life Ins. Co. of New York. 


LUCIUS ROBINSON. PRESIDENT. 
Cash Capital, $200,000. 


Many of the Trustees and other officers of this Company are connected with the well-known Mutua 
Lirrt Insurance Company or New York, and the intimate and amicable relations between the two 
Companies, guarantee favorable results to Policy-holders. 


Universal Life Insurance Company of New York. 


JOHN WADSWORTH, PRESIDENT. 
Cash Capital, $200,000. 


This Institution has been formed for the benefit of those who, because of imperfect health, are unable 
to obtain policies in other companies. It thus meets the case of thousands who have been turned away 
disappointed in their efforts to provide for their families, and of a still larger number who have felt it use- 


less to apply for insurance. 
Every information may be had, on application, by letter or otherwise, to 


F. RATCHFORD STARR, General Agent, 
400 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Insurance against Accident by the 


TRAVELERS’ INSURANCE COMPANY, 


HARTFORD, CONN. 
CAPITAIL, = = = $500,000. 
JAMES G. BATTERSON, Presrpent. 


Insurance effected in this Company against ACCIDENTS of every description. 


Yearly Policies will be issued for a Premium of 
Fifteen Dollars, 
granting Insurance to the amount of 
Five Thousand Dollars 
against loss of life by any accident whatever. 
Twenty-Five Dollars 


secures a Policy for 
Five Thousand Dollars, 


together with $25 per week compensation for personal injury, incapacitating the assured from his 


ordinary business. 
Fifty Dollars Premium 


secures a Full Policy for $10,000 and $40 per week compensation for all and every description of. 


Accident. 
Policies for $500, with $3 per week compensation, can be had for $3 Premium, or any other 


sum between $500 and $10,000 at proportionate rates. 


WM. W. ALLEN, Agent, 
404 WALNUT STREET. 
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_ Tax Sanitary Commission Bun.urin is published on the first and fifteenth 


of every month, and as 


tt has a circulation, gratuitous or other, of above 14,000 copies, it offers an unusually valuable medium for 


advertising. 


All communications must be addressed to the Liditor, at the office, 1307 Chestnut street, Philadelphia, and 
must be authenticated by the names and addresses of the writers. 

As the continuance of the publication of the BULLETIN és uncertain, depending on that of the war, and on 
the resources of the U.S. Sanitary Commission—the Standing Committee feels a certain degree of reluctance 
to solicit subscriptions for it—and thereby to pledge the Commission to its issue for a definite period. 

The Committee understand, however, that some of their friends to whom it is now sent gratuitously, ex- 


press a wish to 


y for it, and they therefore give notice that the sum of two dollars, remitted to the 


Treasurer, (G: “Strong, 68 Wall street, New York, or No. 1307 Chestnut street, Philadelphia,) will 
secure its being sent to such contributor during the remainder of the current year, unless its publication be 


sooner discontinued. 
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WOMEN’S CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF 
RELIEF. .. 


QUARTERLY SESSION OF THE SANITARY 


COMMISSION IN WASHINGTON.—NO. V. 


For the past month, from December 15, 
to January 15, we have to report as follows : 
Number of packages received, 331. Distri- 
buted to Annapolis, 16 packages; Washing- 
ton, 40 packages; Harper’s Ferry, 2 pack- 
ages; Norfolk, Va.,38 packages; Bermuda 
Hundred, 1 package; Beaufort, S. C25 
packages ; Savannah, 6 packages ; Hospitals 
in and near New York, 17 packages; Hos- 
pital transports, 14 packages; steamers in 


“Mobile Bay and elsewhere, 9 packages. 


All kinds of hospital supplies, excepting 
lint, are needed; but more especially flan- 
nel clothing, bed quilts, socks and mittens. 

During the past week we had the privi- 
lege of being present at the Quarterly Ses- 
sion of the Board of Commissioners in 
Washington. Besides the daily meeting of 
the Standing Committee in New York, and 
the fortnightly meeting of the members 
from Boston, Philadelphia and New York, 
a session of the whole Board is held every 
three months in Washington, usually last- 
ing about a week. At these meetings re- 
ports are received from agents in every part 
of the field, representing every department 
of the work. . These are discussed and passed 
Vox. I. No, 31 61 


upon.. The plan of work for the future is 
also determined upon. There were present 
at the January session, last week, beside 
Commissioners from both LHastern and 
Western States, the officers of the Commis- 
sion, several Associate Members and repre- 
sentatives from two of the Eastern Branches. 
As has been repeated again and again, the 
policy which has guided us all through our 
work has been, and is, to give you the fullest 
information as to. the conduct of our own 
work, and the work of the Commission. It 
was to enable us to do this more: satisfacto- 
rily, that we asked and readily obtained 
permission’ to be present at this session of 
the Board. 

How shall we begin to condense these 
twenty-three pages of notes which we have 
brought away with us? How can we give 
you an idea of the magnitude of the work 
as it was forced upon us, weighted with the 


‘mighty power of concentration? How make 


you understand in ten minutes, what we 
could not comprehend in as many hours? 
It seems hopeless, and yet we want to try 
and give you some of the impressions we 
have brought home with us. 

The extent of the work and the character 
of the agents now in the service of the Com- 
mission remain among the most prominent 
of these impressions. 
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Thousands of miles were traveled over 
in those few hours. Wherever the Sanitary 
Commission went, we went, and the Sanitary 
Commission went everywhere. We were 
driving wagon-loads of hospital supplies on 
to the battle-field—any battle-field—every 
battle-field. We were binding up wounds; 
we were feeding the hungry and clothing 
the naked. Or it was a night spent at the 
Home in Washington, or Cincinnatti, or 
Nashville, or New Orleans, and we were 
watching those weary eyes light up in that 
bright, cheerful room, watching the smile 
upon the pale, thin face at this foretaste of 
home-comtort. Now, we were standing in 
a garden with its long, neat rows of cab- 
bages and onions and potatoes. Again we 
were marching through arich and fertile 
country, with a mighty host, and at the end 
of our journey, raising a sick boy for his first 
sight of that grand, deep-blue ocean. We 
were collecting the back pay for a disabled 
soldier waiting to go home. We carried 
the first instalment of pension money to. a 
poor widow. We were reading a funeral 
service in the wilderness by the side of an 
open grave. , We were on ship-board, lift- 
ing down cabin stairs, and caring as best we 
might, for those brave men who went from 
us strong and well to be returned the vic- 
tims of systematic and fiendish cruelty. We 
were writing to a mother, anxious about an 
only son, telling her that he was safe, that 
he was recovering, that he should want for 
nothing. We were building chapels and 
reading rooms. We were putting Bibles 
and Prayer-books into some hands; picture 
and story-books into others. We were 
watching by the bedside, and praying with 
a dying man. We were merry overa game 
of checkers with a little drummer boy, whose 
happy face was a bright spot in that hospi- 
tal ward. We were reading a letter, a halt- 
sheet of coarse, yellow paper, merely a pen- 
cil scrawl, dated Florence, 8. C., ‘Would 
the Sanitary Commission send food and 
clothing and blankets, for we have nothing 
to cover us.” 

We will not take you further on this ter- 
rible journey, for with all that we can do to 
alleviate suifering, the horrors of war must 
still remain uppermost, when one comes in 
contact with them. Wedo not wish to take 
you into battle and pestilence, and through 
the many scenes which we hope may ever 
remain among the untold, but will bring 
you at last to the end of our journey. It 
was a bright picture and pleasant ending to 


» 
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be brought back into one of your own cheer- 
ful, happy sewing circles, and there we will 
rest, for that is our home. | | 
Does this faint outline give you any idea 
of the extent of the work of the Commis- 
sion? Ilardly, we are well aware. In fact, 
many of the departments of the work have 
not been touched upon at all. And yet we 
hope it may have brought the relief work 
somewhat nearer to you. OY 
We spoke of having been impressed by 
the character of the Relief Agents of the 
Commission, as made known to us by per- - 
sonal observation, and through their written 
reports. This visit to Washington only 
confirmed the impression of previous visits 
among the Homes and Lodges of the Com- 
mission there, bearing new testimony as to 
the fitness, the reliability, the humanity and 
tenderness of those. persons in charge of 
these different resting-places for our soldiers. 
The same impression was derived from the 
reports we heard read. They were evidently 
written by earnest, hard-working men, men 
whose hearts were in their work. They 
were not only detailed, business-like reports 
of what had been accomplished, but they 
contained suggestions for improvement, and 
requests to i® allowed to do more—those 
unmistakable signs of life and sincerity. 
We should feel ashamed of any want of 
confidence in these men. Be assured that 
we may not only trust them, but be grate- 
ful that our gifts to our soldiers are ren- © 
dered doubly precious from being received 
through such faithful loving hands. 
Louisa Ler ScHUYLER, 
Chairman Committee on Correspondence, &e., 
New York, Jan. 16, 1865. 


‘ ‘ : 
BEDDING FOR HOSPITAL USE. 


Bedsack of burlap or ticking, 2 yards and 
12 inches long; 40 inches wide. Sew all 
round. Cut opening in middle 27 inches 
long; close with three [3] buttons; put a 
stay at each end of opening and one under 
each button. Required, 3 knots linen thread. 
Pillow Sacks of ticking or crash; 16 
inches wide, 30 inches long. Leave opening 
in middle of one end. Close with 2 buttons. 
Sheets. Linen and cotton. 8 feet long. 
4 feet wide. Required, one-half skein of 
cotton or one-twelfth part of a hank. ~ 
Pillow Cases of cotton or linen. #% yard 
wide. 1 yard long. 
Quilts. 7 feet long. 50 inches wide. 
Blankets for single beds. ~, 


e 
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CUSHIONS FOR WOUNDED LIMBS. 


Square Oushions from 8 to 24 inches 
square. | 

Ring Cushions to be made in the form of 
a ring from 8 inches to 24 inches in diame- 
ter. 

The best covering is enamel cloth, but 
any matérial may be used. In stuffing, 
avoid anything heating. Any of the fol- 


lowing articles may be used : hair, excelsior, 


tow, carpet ravelings, shreds of husk, straw 
or hay. | | 

Hop Cushions covered with any cheap 
material, 8 to 24 inches square. 


Bandages of old cloth, strong enough to 


bear a firm steady pull. All selvages and 
seams should he torn off. In piecing lap 


_. one edge well over the other, without turn- 


ings, and sew firmly close to each edge. Be 
sure the pieces are exactly the same width. 
Roll very tight and even (bandage machines 
are cheap and very desirable). Mark the 
length on outer edge and fasten with two 
small pins. The most useful are from 24 
to 34 inches wide and from 5 to 8 yards 
long. The roll must never be never be too 
large to be held easily in one hand. 

Old Linen and Cotton pieces, no matter 
how small, tied in bundles and marked on 
_ the outside. Tear off all selvages and seams. 

Lnnt may be made in various ways. 

1. Of linen ravelings of any length thrown 
together without order. | | 

2. Of linen ravelings from 4 to 8 inches 
long laid in order, but not tied. 

3. Of scraped linen. 

4. Of balsam. 

The different kinds must be separated 
and never packed in newspapers. 

Towels of crash or strong cloth, seven- 
eighths of a yard long. 

_ Handkerchiefs of any soft material. Large 
size. 


y) 
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DIRECTIONS FOR HOSPITAL CLOTHING. 
_ DIRECTIONS FOR KNITTING SOCKS. 


Ib. yarn knits three pair socks. 


Use No. 13 needles, and three-threaded 


yarn. 

For small sock, set up 65 stitches—foot 
10 inches long. ' 

For medium sock, set up 70 stitches— 
- foot 11 inches long. 
_ For very large sock, set up 75 stitches— 
foot 12 inches long. 


Leg.—Cast on stitches. Rib 34 inches. 


. 
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Knit plain 64 inches, keeping one stitch 
seam. 3 
Heel.—Take half the stitches on one 
needle for the back of heel. * Knit three 
inches, seaming every other row. Then 
turn the heel thus: Knit three-quarters of 
your stitches, and slip and bind the first 
stitch of the last quarter. Turn and seam~ 
back, repeating the same on first stitch of 
the quarter at the other end, and so on, 


back and forward, till the two end quarters ° 


are used up. 

Instep.—Divide. the remaining stitches 
on two needles, and pick up on each needle 
the stitches on that side of the heel. With 
these and the stitches on the instep needle 
begin the foot. Narrow at the last stitch 
but two on the side needles, near the instep 
needle. Do this every other round until 
you have reduced the number of stitches 
on each heel needle to half that on instep 
needle. 

Foot.—Knuit on plain till your foot is the 
right length, allowing 24 inches for the toe. 


Toe.—Knit one round, narrowing every , 


seventh stitch. Then knit six rows plain. 
Knit one round narrowing every sixth 
stitch. ive rows plain, and so on till you 
narrow every other stitch. Cast off. 

Run heels and toes. 

To avoid running, and make heel double, 
follow directions for heel as above; but on 
seam needle, slip every other stitch. 


DIRECTIONS FOR KNITTING MITTENS. 


(With one Finger and Thumb.) 


Cast on 76 stitches. 

Rib 2 inches. 

Knit 1 inch plain. 

Make 1 stitch in the middle of needle. 

Knit 2 rounds plain. Make 1 stitch (in 
3d round) on each side of the new stitch. 
Proceed in this way, making 1 new stitch on 
each side of the other new ones, in every 
third round, till there are 21. Take off 
these 21 new stitches on a thread. Knit 
the rest of the stitches, making 4 additional 
ones on the first round where the sepa- 
ration for the thumb occurs, thus making 
80 stitches in the hand. Knit a little more 
than aninch plain. Take off 24 stitches on 


a thread to form the first finger, and joining 


the rest together, knit round and round 
24 inches more; narrow every 5th stitch.’ 
Knit 5 rows; narrow every 4th stitch. 
Knit 4 rows and so on. 

For finger, take up the 24 stitches. Knit 


| 


~ 
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are gathered round the hearths and the long 


winter evenings are crowded full of happi- — 
ness. All the summer I looked forward to 


ae 2% inches; narrow every 3d stitch. 
nit 8 rows, &c. 
For thumb, take up the 21 stitches and | 


the 4 new ones in front of the thumb, thus | a winter of rest and quiet enjoyment at home. 
making 25 in all. Knit 14 inches; narrow | These considerations and the remonstances 
every 3d stitch. Knit 3 rows, &., as in |. of friends made the parting reluctant, but I 


finger. — . 
ANOTHER KIND OF MITTEN. 





DIRECTIONS FOR MAKING MITTEN. 

It may be made of any strong woolen 
material. The diagram shows the outside, 
the inside is the same, without the hole for 
the thumb. 

The mitten is whole on the side next the 
thumb; if the cloth is not large enough 
this is not necessary. It is to be stitched 
round and hemmed at the bottom. 7 

The thumb is to be stitched and sewed 
into the hole. An elastic braid draws up 
the inside at wrist. 


WRISTERS—(KNIT.) 


Wristers—Use four needles. Rib, like 
the leg of a sock, about 6 inches} setting up 
enough stitches to slip well over a man’s 
hand.: Then begin to make hole for thumb 
by knitting backwards and forwards on 
needles for 2 inches. Then knit round and 
round again for about 3 inches. Cast off. 


HOME, DUTY, WIFE AND SANITARY! 
EXTRACT FROM REPORT OF AN AGENT, AT 
CITY POINT. 

I have the honor to report that after a 
brief but very pleasant visit home, I am pre- 
pared again,to labor in the cause I deem’so 
worthy. It was somewhat trying to leave 
home this time. 


The little social circles 


| 
| 


| 
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could not yield and remain away, and know 
that there was a privilege still open to me, 
a creditable task that I might do. ° 

I do not wish sir, in extolling the cause, 
to evince a selfish pride. I am only anx- 
ious that you should know that I appreciate 
the work in which we are engaged, and that 
eyery atom of heart is enlisted in its behalf. 

On the mail boat I got into conversation 
with a civilian, evidently “well to doin the 
world,” and “ rather set in his ways.” With- — 
out solicitation, he spoke as follows: 

“The Sanitary is doing a great work. 
The people North don’t know it. They 
don’t appreciate its magnitude or the tho- 
rough manner in which itis done. Lama 
Boston grocer. I used to be decidedly op- 
posed to the Sanitary Commission. Thought 
if was a money-making concern. Wife often 
wanted to contribute, but I always said 
‘No! and put my foot down heavily if 
urged. ‘é << 

‘‘T came up from the store one day. There 
was an appeal in the papers. Wife said 
‘John, I want to send something to the 
Sanitary rooms for the soldiers, but I said 
emphatically several times, ‘ You shall not 
send a thing.” She persevered, saying, 
‘Suppose George,’ (I had a brother-in-law 
in the service then) ‘Suppose George is 
sick. Wouldn’t you like to send him some- 
thing nice? I grew emphatic, and ham- 
mered the table some and said, ‘ He’d never 
get it if it were sent.’ She took a newspa- 
per and held it before her face, I never knew 
whether she laughed or cried, but two hours 
later I met her coming out of the Sanitary 
rooms, whither she had just taken some goods. 

“J was unconverted till Gettysburg. I was 
with the army there. I saw the Commis- 
sion work. Sir, they saved thousands of 
lives. I could not disbelieve my own eyes. ~ 
I was at Fredricksburg when the town was 
filled with mangled humanity, and the au- 
thorities could not do much. It was the 
same there. No task was too arduous or 
loathsome for the agents to do. 

‘When I got home I said, ‘ If you have - 
anything to give, give it to the Sanitary, it 
is doing the right thing. Don’t be afraid,’ 
and now I feel in duty bound to do and say 
all I can for your cause.” ye 


: 
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I have dwelt upon this gentleman’s testi- 
mony longer perhaps than is necessary, but 
I cannot let it pass without alluding to a 
fact upon which it bears. The people, the 
supporters of this beneficence, should know 
more of its workings, should be familarized 
with its individual results. 


' THE WORK OF A GREAT PEOPLE. 


A pamphlet-with the above title, having 
reference to the operations of the Sanitary 
Commission, has recently been issued in 
Paris. It is distinguished throughout by 
a very liberal spirit towards this country, 
and evinces a familiarity with affairs in the 
. United States, which is certainly remarkable 
in a foreigner. Its perusal must, we think, 
afford sincere gratification, not merely to 
those who are directly interested in the 
_ reputation of the Sanitary Commission, but 
to all who feel a pride in the true glory of 
the country. We make the following 
extracts. 

A remarkable fact proved by the statistits 
of different armies, is not so generally known 
as it should be; it is that DURING A OAM- 
PAIGN, AT LEAST THREE TIMES AS MANY 


SOLDIERS DIE OF DISEASE, AND FROM A 
WANT OF THE PROPER CARE WITH RESPECT 


TO THE WOUNDED, AS ARE KILLED BY THE q 


ENEMY. Such a condition of things de- 
mands our most serious attention, that it 
may be remedied as far as possible. 
The statistics of the medical corps of the 
English army, establish the fact that, during 
the war in the Crimea, while the mortality 
resulting from wounds was only three per 
cent. of the whole number, that. produced 
- by disease amounted to more than twenty 
er cent. — 
In the war of 1846 between the United 
States and Mexico, the difference in the 
American army was still more considerable, 
for scarcely fourteen in a thousand died of 
wounds, while about one hundred and three 
in a thousand fell victims to disease, intem- 
perance, &c. 
During a military campaign, it is almost 
impossible for the medical corps to give 
much attention to purely sanitary measures, 
all their time and attention being required 
in taking care of the sick and wounded. 
Moreover their duty is prescribed to them 


according to strict military rules, in which, | 
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for the most part, everything which looks 
like innovation is studiously avoided. 

The experience of all nations proves that 
the proper application of sanitary science to 
armies in a state of war, is yet to be learned. 
Whatever can throw light upon so important 
a subject, be its source what it may, must 


contribute to the general interests of hu- 


manity. 

We propose, in the following pages to 
show what the Americans have done, durin 
the war which for three years has desolat 
their country, towards solving this impurtant 
problem. ‘The energy and eminently prac- 
tical sense of that people have led them to 
move of their own accord in this enterprise, 
without waiting for the assistance or co- 
operation of the government. ‘The women 
and even the children of the republie have 
been employed in promoting the comfort of 
the soldiers during the campaign, and their 
numerous agents have proved by their ex- 
ample that voluntary assistance and practical 
advice may be given to the medical corps of 
an army, without interfering with military 
discipline, and yet essentially promoting the 
comfort and welfare of the troops. The 
results obtained afford a signal confirmation 
of the noble words of M. Henry Munant: 
‘“‘The personel of military moving hospitals 
is always insufficient, everywhere in all 
wars, in every age and in every army.” 
The military annals of all nations confirm 
this melancholy truth, and what is yet more 
sad, however generous and persevering may 
be the efforts made by the Government to 
extend or improve the regularly provided 
means for succoring the sick and wounded, 
a satisfactory result cannot thus be reached. 


THE PROJECT OF A SANITARY COMMISSION 
IN THE UNITED STATES. 


Let us now turn our eyes to the distant 
land of America; towards those battle-fields 
moistened with the blood of thousands of sol- 
diers—of fathers, brothers, husbands. No 
war in ancient or modern times has appeared 
to us so horrible as the one which now rends 
that unhappy country. Forthree years past it 
has seemed each successive day to increase 
in severity. Every succeeding day America 
is the scene of fresh horrors, in relating 
which the writers of Europe seem to vie 
with each other as to which shall exhibit the 
greatest power of tragic description. In the 
proclamations of sovereigns, in the discus- 
sions of legislative assemblies, in the public 
journals, everywhere, in short, all are agreed 
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in deploring the length and obstinacy of 
this fratricidal conflict. Accustomed to 
look at the question only from this point of 
view, the people of Kurope are firmly con- 
vinced that the history of this war can be 
nothing more than a monotonous recital of 
_ massacres, of ruin and despair, without one 
ray of beneficence or humanity to soften the 
darkness of the picture. 

Is it not strange that when the evil side 
of this question is so thoroughly understood 
the good alone should remain entirely con- 
cealed? Yet in the midst of the deluge of 
blood and fire in which America is now 
plunged, she has been able to give a form— 
as yet imperfect perhaps, but practical—to 
that which was elsewhere nothing more than 
an aspiration. In the midst of this vast 
desolation, the inevitable result of such a 
war, generous hearts have been moved while 
beholding the sufferings of the combatants, 
and compassionate women and noble men 
have accomplished a.work which Europe 
had as yet only contemplated. 

It is not our purpose to discuss here 
either the motives or the object of the civil 
war which broke out in the United States 
on the bombardment of Fort Sumter. The 
subject with which we propose to occupy 
these pages, is the work of beneficence and 
philanthropy commenced and established by 
the women of the United States, on so vast 
a scale and with so much success. We 
would, if possible, by setting forth their in- 
tentions, their plans, and the results at which 
they have arrived, induce the people of 
othef nations to follow their example—to 
form similar organizations in anticipation 
of similar results. This field of labor is a 
neutral territory, where persons of all 
parties may meet together. Political or 
national distinctions have nothing to do 
with this great question. It is impossible 
(which ever side of the American contest 
we may be inclined to espouse,) not to feel, 
the highest admiration for the courage with 
which these women have surmounted all the 
obstacles that one must necessarily encounter 
in such an enterprise, and not to wish them 
success in their noble work of humanity 
and beneficence—L’ Quvre dun Grand 
Peuple, par J. N. P., Paris, 1864. ‘ 


In future numbers of the BULLETIN other 
extracts from this admirable pamphlet will 
appear, so that our readers will see how 


the Sanitary Commission is esteemed in 
France. 
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EXTRACTS FROM REPORT ON THE OPERA- 
TIONS OF THE U.S. SANITARY COMMISSION 
IN THE VALLEY OF THE MISSISSIPPI. 


For the Quarter ending September 30, 1864. By Dr. 
J. S. Newberry, Secretary Western Department. 


LovisvILLE, Ky., October 22, 1864. 


Dr. J. Foster JENKINS, °* 
General Secretary Sanitary Commission : 


DEAR Sir :—TI herewith submit detailed 
Reports of the different departments of our 
work for the three months ending Septem- 
ber 30, which will, I trust, give full and 
clear information of what has. been accom- 
plished, and how it has been done, in all 
parts of the field under my supervision. 

These reports I will preface by a general. 
summary, presenting im a condensed view 
all the information derived from this and 
other sources, which will be of interest, an 
have a practical bearing on the administra- 
tion of the Commission. ‘ 

‘You are so well informed from my weekly 


reports, and from the public journals, in 


regard to the progress of military events in 
this department, that no detailed history of 
tliem will: now be necessary or proper at 
my hands. 3 3 

Suffice it to say that our. attention, as 
well as that of the public, has been in a 
large degree centered in that great move on 
the military chess-board, the advance of 
Sherman’s army into the heart of Georgia, 
and the succession of battles and victories 
culminating in the capture of Atlanta. 
Most of the events connected with. that 
campaign occurred in a previous quarter, 
and, so far as they had a bearing on our 
work, have been reported to you. 

Although to a greater or less degree em- 
barrassed by the interruption of communi- 
cation with the front, and by the want of 
transportation, which we shared with every 
branch of the service, up to the time of the 
capture of Atlanta we were able to keep 
with the army so large a working force, pro- 
vided with so generous a supply of stores, 
that we were at all times prepared to furnish 
to those needing it such an amount of ma- 
terial and manual aid as to considerably 
soften the hardships of an arduous cam- 
paign, and fully sustain the reputation and 
responsibilities of the Commission. 

The number of our agents paralyzed or 
removed by sickness rendered it necessary 
to send so large reinforcements to the field, 
that our corps presented a more formidable 


_ array of names than ever before; compell- 
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ing us to draw more largely on our privi- 
leges of passes and transportation than has 
ever before been necessary. In addition to 
‘this, a host of civilians, representing other 
benevolent organizations, or pursuing indi- 
vidual aims of a philanthropic or mercenary 
nature, reckoned themselves, or were reck- 
oned by the military authorities—who, 


. since the recall of Gen. Rosecrans, have 


never been careful to discriminate between 
the good and bad, the true and the false— 
in the category of “sanitary agents,” of 
whom, at one time, eighty per week were 
receiving passes and transportation from 
Chattanooga to the front. Impelled by a 
desire to abate this clear and formidable 
abuse, a step rendered necessary by the 
diffidulties surrounding the transportation 
of supplies to the army, Gen, Sherman 


, issued a peremptory order prohibiting, with 


a few rare exceptions, the access of all 
civilians to the forces at the front, and 
limiting the number of our agents in the 
field. Under this order we were permitted 
to keep but two resident agents at Atlanta 
—a smaller number than was desirable to 
sustain all the departments of our work, and 
yet, with the detailed help and other fucili- 
ties cheerfully furnished us, sufficient to 
prevent serious embarrassment. The in- 
terests of the Commission with Sherman’s 
army, and all along the line of communica- 
tion with that army, are now in the hands 
of our most experienced and efficient agents, 
all important absentees having returned to 
duty; and I have entire confidence that we 
shall enjoy in the future, as we have done 
for three years past, all facilities and privi- 
leges necessary for the thorough perform- 
ance of our work. 

Dr. Reed having recovered from the se- 


rious illness which compelled him to with- 


draw, has returned to take the supervision 
of the field work in Gen. Sherman’s army. 
We may be sure that, guided by his wis- 
dom, it will not languish or be badly done. 
_ At Chattanooga, the agency is again under 
the care of M. C. Read, who, with Mr. 
Hosford, has recently returned from sick 
furlough. The absence of both these gen- 
tlemen has been seriously felt, and I con- 
gratulate myself that they are again at their 
posts, in the enjoyment of full physical 
vigor, and the exercise of the rare faculties 
which they possess. 
The garden at Chattanooga, under the 
management of Mr. Wills, has more than 
accomplished our anticipations of its use- 
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fulness. The entire issues from it durin 
the season to October 1, have been 10,028 
bushels of potatoes, tomatoes, beans, &c., 
and 1,784 dozens of corn, melons, squashes, 
cabbages, with a large store of fall crops still 
remaining. 

At. Knoxville we have suffered. serious 
loss in the death of Mr. J. H. Milliken, a 
most estimable and efficient man, who had 
the superintendency of the agency after the 
departure of Dr. Seymour. His place has 
since been filled by Mr. T. Y. Gardener, 
who is no less worthy of our respect and 
esteem. The hospital garden, in charge of 
Mr. Culbertson, although less extensive 
than at Chattanooga, has. played a no less 
important part in the supply of the hos- 
pitals there. During the month of Sep- 
tember, Mr. Culbertson distributed from 
the garden 277 bushels of tomatoes, 264 
bushels of beans, 6,347 dozen cucumbers 
(mostly pickles), 1,929 heads of cabbage, &c. 

The ‘feeding stations’ at Kingston, > 
Dalton, Decherd, &c., have formed a most 
important, indeed, indispensable portion of 
our work, during the last quarter. Under 
the general supervision of Mr. Eno, and in- 
dividually managed by Mr. Brundrett, Mr. 
Kennedy, Mr. Sutliffe, and Dr. Hillman, 
they have supplied food, and all needed care, 
to nearly every sick or wounded man tran- 
sported from the frontito the rear, extend- 
ing their benefits to many thousands, and 
performing a service of incalculable value. 

The agency at Nashville has continued 
under the supervision of Judge Root, and 
has been most wisely conducted, and highly 
prosperous. With its business offices, its 
warehouse, its Soldiers’ Home, and agents’ 
quarters, each occupying a distinct build- 
ing, the Sanitary Commission at Nashville 
is a very conspicuous and noticeable insti- 
tution, yet I am sure uses to excellent 
purpose the wide space which it covers. 
indeed, the work it is accomplishing has 
already outgrown its accommodations. 

The ‘Soldiers’ Home,” under the effi- 
clent management of Capt. Brayton, has 
become an institution so popular as to be 
constantly filled to overflowing, and has 
proved so inadequate in capacity to the de- 
mand upon it, that the military authorities 
have promised to give us, in exchange for 
the building now occupicd, one of the 
largest hospital buildings in the city. 

At Louisville no changes have occurred 
in our work or our i of agents requir- 

ach department is 
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moving on smoothly, and, as you will see 
from the accompanying detailed reports, 
with steadily increasing importance. 

The Home has never accommodated near 


so many as within the past three months, 


having been daily crowded to its utmost 
capacity. And such has been the throng 
of furloughed and discharged men passing 
through the city, that the necessity has 
been laid upon us for the establishment of 
a similar institution on the opposite side of 
the river, of which mention will be made in 
the notice of the department of Special Re- 
lief. The warehouse has never been so 
much crowded with stores as of late, nor 
the amount of goods received and shipped 
daily near so large. 

The condition of the Hosprran DireEc- 
TORY will be learned from the accompany- 
ing report of its Superintendent, and I will 


only say in regard to it that the value ofits 


register, now so immense, is receiving con- 
stant and increasing illustration. Reports 
from all the hospitals in this department 
come in with regularity, and I have reason 


to believe that the great importance of this’ 


branch of our work is now fully recognized 
as well by the military and medical autho- 
rities as by the people. 

The demand for the REPoRTER has been 
gradually increasing, and we are now com- 
pelled to print an edition of about 7,500 
copies. We have satisfactory evidence that 
we are far more than compensated for the 
expenditure by the influence it exerts, in 
spreading a knowledge of, and fostering an 
interest in, our work. 

The “Pension Agency, as you are aware, 
but recently established here, has been 
rapidly gaining in importance, and has al- 
ready secured the presentation and accept- 
ance of the claims of very many deserving 
persons, too ignorant or too poor to prose- 
cute them without its assistance. 


DISTRICT OF THE MISSISSIPPI. 


The work of the Commission on the Mis- 
sissippi, so greatly reduced by the with- 
drawal of the Army of the Tennessee, has 
of late claimed more of our attention, from 
the activity of military movements in that 
quarter. The agencies of the Commission 
at Cairo, Memphis, and Vicksburg, have 
been constantly maintained, it is true, and 
the first of these has grown rather than di- 
minished in importance, but the garrisons 
of the posts along the river have been com- 
paratively small, requiring only a limited 
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amount of assistance from us; and the 
army in Arkansas, mostly composed of 
troops from the Department of the Gulf, 
has been considered still within the sanitary ~ 
jurisdiction of Dr. Blake, of New Orleans, 
and has been followed by his representa- 
tives, who have, as a general rule, looked 
to him for supplies. ; 

The prevalence of a scorbutic taint in 
this army has, however, created a demand 
for such a quantity, and such kinds of | 
stores, as could not be readily supplied from 
the Atlantic States. In these cireumstan- 
ces, Dr. Blake appealed to me for vege- 
tables, and other anti-scorbutics, and in 
answer to this, the Dunleith was fully 
freighted and sent down the Mississippi, 
delivering half her cargo at New Orleans, 
distributing the other half at way stations 
along the route. This shipment was most . 
timely, and was welcomed with enthusiasm 
by Dr. Blake and the military authorities. 
As, however, it furnished but a temporary 
relief from the wants it was intended to 
meet, it has seemed to me necessary to for- 
ward further supplies by the same means, 
and the Dunleith has been reloaded and again 
despatched on the same route. It is scarcely 
possible that the troops on the lower Mis- 
sissippi and its tributaries can receive an 
adequate supply of anti-scorbutics from any 
other source than the Western States; and 
should the difficulties now existing of pro- 
curing adequate transportation through the 
Quartermaster’s Department continue, it 
may be desirable to make further shipments 


by steamers chartered for that purpose. 


The business of the agency at Cairo, as I 
have intimated, has of late been greater 
than ever, and I cannot speak too highly of 
the zeal and wisdom with which it has been 
managed by Mr. Shipman. The Home at 
this point has been for weeks and months past, 
literally inundated with the tide of soldiers 
that has flowed through it, and there are 
few who see the crowds fed and sheltered 
there that fail to ask themselves what would 
be thg fate of these poor fellows were no 
such asylum provided for them. 

In compliance with the request of the 
Medical Director, Dr. D. W. K. Danforth, 
approved by Lieut. Colonel Allen, Medical 
Inspector, I have recently established a 
“Home” at Paducah, under the supervision 
of Mr. Edward D. Way. A commodious 
building, and all other needed facilities, 
have been provided by the military autho- 
rities, and I have reason to believe that the 
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“Home” at this point, though not large, 
will be complete in its appointments, well 
managed and a great blessing to those who 
may become inmates of it. 


DISTRICT OF KANSAS. 


During the past quarter, our work in 
Kansas has been thoroughly reorganized, 
and freed from some incumbrances by which 
it was formerly somewhat clogged. Our 
efficient agent there, Mr. J. R. Brown, em- 
‘braced in his wide-spread sympathy every 
object of compassion or charity in any way 
consequent upon the war, so that the refu- 
gees and contrabands, as well as the sick 
and wounded of our soldiery, found in him 
- @ most earnest and devoted friend. 

So untiring and successful was he in his 
efforts, that he became recognized by both 
the people and the military authorities as 
the great, if not. the sole, medium through 
which all cases of want and suffering were 
to be relieved. Asa natural consequence, 
he found himself rapidly involved in duties 
and responsibilities which made drafts on 
his strength and resources he was utterly 
unable to meet. After ‘struggling bravely 
with accumulating difficulties, finally over- 
burdened and discouraged, he applied to 
me for counsel and assistance. At my sug- 
gestion he accompanied me to New York, 
and presented the claims of the refugees to 
the officers of the societies formed for their 
care. As I hoped, his appeal was answered 
at once, and such provisions made for the 
support of both white and black xefugees, 
that Mr. Brown has relieved himself of all 


but a general supervision of their interests, 


and has thus been able to give a more un- 
divided attention to our work. The present 
invasion of Missouri, and threatened inva- 
sion of Kansas, have given great activity to 
military operations in this quarter, and I 
have authorized Mr. Brown to employ addi- 
tional assistance, if necegsary, to meet the 
increased demand upon him. 7 


WEST VIRGINIA. 


The concentration of troops in the Valley 
of the Shenandoah has withdtawn frem 
Western Virginia the larger portion of those 
for whose care we have been in some degree 
responsible. Our work has therefore mate- 
rially decreased in this district, and I have 
directed Mr. Fracker to break up the agency 
at Marietta and transfer his stores to Wheel- 
ing; trusting to be able to meet the de- 
mands arising in this district from that one 
station. All parts of this field have been 
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recently inspected by Dr. Parker, and the 
change I have designated has been made in 
accordance with his recommendation. 


SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 


A marked change has taken place in our 
work in this department since the beginning 
of the war. Then everything was needed, 
of diet, clothing, or medicine, by well men 
or sick, that we could furnish. Now, the 
number and variety of cases of desease in 
the veteran regiments is comparatively small. 
The heads of the hydra which formerly de- 
voured at such a fearful rate our newly- 
recruited forces, have been by various in- 
fluences scotched, until but two formidable 
ones remain—scurvy and chronic diarrhea. 

The resources and methods of the Medi- 
cal Department have been so far improved, 
and its officers are now so thoroughly trained 
in their duties, that comparatively little is 
needed from us of clothing, medicine and 
delicacies, of which we formerly supplied 
such large quantities. 

Our efforts, therefore, of late, have been 
mainly directed to the supply of the uni- 
versal and pressing demand for vegetables 
and other anti-scorbutics, which are not, 
and cannot be, furnished in sufficient quan- 
tities through the regular channel. 

During the year past, the quantity of 
potatoes, onions and cabbages, fresh and 
canned tomatoes, kraut, pickles, dried ap- 
ples, &c., which we have forwarded to the 
army, has been, as you will see by our 
tabulated reports, unprecedentedly large. 
To procure these, our friends all over the 
Northern States have been actively engaged, 
and our agents have not only visited all our 
own markets, but also those of Canada. 

The season for the production and distri- 
bution of these articles had, at the Ist of 
October, but just commenced ; but our ship- 
ments of onions, for example, had, up to 
that time and since the last report, exceeded 
twenty thousand bushels. 

In addition to the supplies just enume- 
rated, soft crackers and codfish, not fur- 
nished in any considerable quantities by the 
Commissary Department, have formed an 
important part of our shipments. Of stimu- 
lants, since they are freely supplied through 
the regular channel, and are, of all stores, 
most liable to misappropriation, we have 
forwarded as few as possible. Concentrated 
beef and concentrated milk have been in 
such constant demand, and are articles so 
generally and decidedly useful, that we have 
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been in the past, and shall be in the future, 
compelled to make them prominent items 
_ in our supply table. 

From the statements I have made, it will 
be seen that we have now relieved ourselves 
from the most fruitful cause of anxiety and 
reproach in the administration of our Sup- 
ply Department ; ; and any one who will 
examine the invoices of our shipments to 
the army will soon discover that canned 
fruits, wines, and other domestic delicacies, 
in regard to the use of which our contri- 
butors have had so much concern, form a 
very insignificant part of them ; and we 
may hereafter effectually silence the criti- 
cisms of those who question the purity of 
our work in this department, by the asser- 
tion that scarcely one per cent. of-our stores 
are such as are susceptible of misappropria- 
tion or unworthy use. 

In the transportation of supplies, we have 
had no other difficulties than such as were 
incident to the interruption of communica- 
tion with the front, and the crowded state 
of the road when open. On the contrary, 
we have enjoyed every facility which we 
could ask at all points, and from the officers 
in every branch of the service. The recent 
break in the road has occasioned the accu- 
mulation of twelve, car loads of onions at 
Chattanooga and six at Nashville, all of 
which were intended for Atlanta. But 
since there is now a large force on this side 
of Tunnel. Hill, where the break begins, 
there is ample demand for all we have to 
issue. 

On the Mississippi, the interruption of 
trade has so far diminished the opportuni- 
ties for shipment, that it has been necessary, 
as I have before stated, to charter a steamer 
for the supply of our stations in that dis- 
trict. As soon as adequate transportation 
can be otherwise procured, this source of 
expenditure will, of course, be removed. 

In our constituency of the Home Field a 
cordial and harmonious spirit of co-operation 
prevails. Where large funds have been 
collected by Sanitary Fairs, a disposition 
has been manifested to rest upon the unusual 
exertion ‘made in connection with them; 
there has been a relaxation in the efforts to 
collect supplies, and, as a consequence, a 
diminution in the quantity received. In 
every field, however, the produce has been 
precisely proportionate to the thoroughness 
of the tillage, and there is scarcely a por- 
tion of the country from which we derive 
stores that could not be made doubly pro- 


been in the past, and shall be in the future, | du 
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ductive ‘by a apie wibeeonstalld ley by a more vigorous’ and systematic 
canvass. 


DEPARTMENT OF SPECIAL RELIEF. 


Our work in this department’ has so far 
increased as to be inferior to no other in 
magnitude and importance, and there scarcely 
seems to bea limit to the work of mercy 
which may be done by the different offices 
and institutions which it includes. The 
number of ‘ Soldiers’ Homes’ under the 
superintendence of the Sanitary Commission 
in this department was, at the date of my 
last report, eleven, namely, those at Nash- 
ville, Louisville, Camp Nelson, Memphis, 
Cairo, Cincinnati, Columbus, Cleveland, Buf- 
falo, and New Albany. To these I have 
recently added one at Paducah, and another 
at Jeffersonville, Indiana. Tn the accom- 
panying report will be found an enumera- 
tion of the lodgings and meals furnished to 
the inmates of these homes, during the past 
quarter, forming an aggregate of 111,748 
lodgings, and 322,881 meals. While these 
large numbers will impress any one with 
the magnitude of the work accomplished by 
the ‘‘ Homes,’ they form but an imperfect. 
exponent of the many and varied good 
offices which they perform to the objects of | 
their charities. I must refer you to the 
detailed reports from their superintendents 
for a fair presentation of a subject to which 
space will not now permit me to do any- 
thing like justice. 

HOSPITAL TRAINS. 


The ffansportation of sick and wounded, | 
at one time a conspicuous portion of our 
work and expenditure, has now become so 
far self-sustaining as to require little inter- 
vention on our part. The hospital trains 
organized by the Sanitary Commission, and 
for eighteen months manned and sustained 
by it, were turned over to the medical 
authorities as soon as they were willing to 
accept the responsibility; and the major 
part of the expense attending the fitting up 
of the numerous and complete hospital cars 
on the road has been borne by the Govern- 
ment, although the contributions made by 
the Sanitary Commission have, in the agere- 
gate, amounted to some thousands of dol- 
lars. 

In the transfer of the care of the sick 
to the Government, Dr. Barnum, who was 
in our service, was employed by the 
Medical Department, and he has since 
been given the supervision of the whole 
matter of the transportation of the sick 





and wounded to the rear, and the superin- 
tendence of all the trains upon the road. 
By his wisdom and energy, the work has 
been so far systematized as to form one of 
the best ordered branches of the medical 
service in this department. 

To enable Dr. Barnum to accomplish his 
purposes fully, he has been authorized to 
draw freely upon the resources of the Com- 
mission, and a small number of his assist- 
ants continue to be paid from its funds. 


HOSPITAL VISITORS. 


The duty performed by the Hospital 
Visitors continues to hold the high place 
in my respect which I have heretofore given 
it, and my only regret, in this connection, 
is that the number of devoted and faithful 
men engaged in it cannot be largely in- 
creased. The reports of several of the Hos- 
pital Visitors are herewith submitted, and 
from them you may judge whether I over- 
estimate their value. ‘The Commission has 
sustained a serious loss in the resignation 
of Rev. J. P. T. Ingraham, for the year 
past our Hospital Visitor at Nashville. 
Greatly to the regret of all with whom he 
has been associated, he has felt compelled 
to return to his pastoral duties. 

In this connection I ought to refer to 
two sources of expenditure which properly 
belong to the Department of Special Relief; 
of thése, the first to which I refer is the 
pre-payment of postage on soldiers’ letters, 
retained in the offices of Chattanooga, Nash- 
ville and Louisville. The number of let- 
ters, mostly ‘kind words from home, thus 
made to reach their destination, is some- 
thing like 16,000 per month, forwarded at 
a cost of about $800. I cannot but think 
that the present arrangement, useful as it 
is, should be but temporary, and that if this 
great and richly deserved blessing cannot 
be secured to the soldier through the Post 
Office Department, the subject should re- 
ceive the attention of Congress at the com- 
-mencement of the next session. 

Yours, respectfully, 
J.S. NEWBERRY. 


A—FINANCES. 


The cash expenditures of this department 
have been almost entirely made from funds 
collected in the Hast and in the far West. 
The contributions made to the Sanitary 
Commission by the loyal States of the 
Mississippi Valley have equalled, both in 
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population, those derived from any and 
all other portions of the Union; but 
they have been for obvious reasons, mostly 
made in kind, and not in cash. The 
great West is still comparatively poor in 
money, but rich in the vast though un- 
converted capital of her fertile plains and 
‘exhaustless mines, and richer still in the 
conspicuous patriotism of her warm-hearted 
people. That which she has had—the fruits 
of the field, the treasures of the earth, the 
products of the loom and anvil—she has 
given without measure. 

The East, richer in capital, has given most 
freely of that; while the extreme West, too 
distant to send her less valuable products, has 
made her contributions in silver and gold. 

Thus it happens, that the cash expended 
through my hands has been drawn directly 
from the treasury of the Commission in New 
York, while the contributions of the West- 
ern States, as they have reached me, have 
been altogether in stores; the cash collected 
by cities, towns, and villages for the Sani- 
tary Commission, by fairs or otherwise, hav- 
ing been kept by each, for such* things. as 
could be better bought at such points than 
elsewhere. 

The money expended by the Western 
Secretary is deposited to his credit in New 
York, and drawn upon as wanted. All such 
money is accounted for with rigid exactness. 
A statement of account, with vouchers, is 
forwarded at the close of each month, at 
which time the accounts of the Western 
Department, like all others, are balanced 
and closed. In addition to the careful ex- 
amination of our accounts at the central 
office, .at each quarterly meeting they are 
audited by such men as Prof. Bache, Horace 

Binney, C. J. Stillé, J. Huntington Wolcott, 
&ec., whose high character for intelligence, 
conscientiousness, and great business expe- 
rience, are a sufficient guarranty that they 
have been accurately kept. 


B—SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 
The Hospital stores distributed by the 


| Sanitary Commission in the armies of the 


West, have been mostly contributed in kind _ 
from the several branches of the Commis- 
sion in the Western Department. In addi- 
tion to such contributions, purchases of 
stores have been made from this office to 
the amount of $139,119 38; and others of 
the value of $23,471 55, purchased in New 
York and sent to Louisville. A statement 


gross amount and in proportion to the | of the kinds and quantities of stores distri- 
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buted in this department during the quar- 
ter ending September 30, 1864, and an- 


other showing the aggregate of distributions, 


from Sept. 1, 1861, to the same date, are 
herewith given. The value of the supplies 
distributed by the Sanitary Commission in 
this department to July 1, 1864, giving 
each article its value in the home market, 
was $2,790,811 O1. 

During the quarter ending Sept. 30, 
supplies of the value of $385,439 00 were 
distributed: adding these sums we have as 
the value of supplies distributed in this de- 
partment to Oct. 1, 1864, $3,176,270 01. 

The expense account of the Supply De- 
partment, for this period, is as follows: 


Canvassing, - - -. $11,122 79 
Freight paid on Stores, - 45,404 12 
Distribution of Supplies, - 62,718 70 


$119,245 61 


To this should be added one-third of the 
expenses of general administration, viz., 
$11,016 58—making the gross expense ac- 
count of the Supply Department $130,262 
19, or about four per cent. on the’ value of 
supplies distributed. 

It should be remembered, however, that 
the expenses attending the employment of 
Lecturers and Canvassers in the Home Field 
—an item of $11,122 79—in the preceding 
account has inured to the benefit of the Aid 
Societies and Branches in all their interests, 
and is therefore not all chargeable to the 
Supply Department, and no part of it to be 
reckoned as the expense of distributing 
stores. 

The Freight Account, too, amounting to 
$45,404 12—-since it was altogether incur- 
red in the transportation of stores to the 
water bases of the different armies, Louis- 
ville, Cairo, Memphis, &c., conferred at least 
an equivalent value on the stores transported, 
and should therefore be reckoned with do- 
nated transportation, as an addition to the 
valuation of stores as before given. The 
distribution of stores of the value $3,176,- 
270 O01 in the home market has been ac- 
complished at a cost of 2% per cent. upon 
their valuation. Adding the cost of trans- 
portation to the value of the stores, and the 
cost of distribution would be 2 per cent. of 
that value. Giving the stores distributed 
their cash value at the water bases of the 
armies supplied, and the cost of distribution 
. would be 1% per cent. of their value; and 
the whole expense account of the Supply 
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Department would equal less than 3 per 
cent. of such- valuation. | 

The manner in which the records of the 
Supply Department are kept, and the credi- 
bility of the results given above, can hardly 
be learned without an inspection of our 
books and methods; yet I think F can safely 
say, that all the many experienced men who 
have carefully examined our system have 
been satisfied that the methods pursued were 
economical of labor and money, and the re- 
sults reported worthy of confidence. 2 

To those who cannot in person examine 
the manner in which the stores they entrust 
to us are handled and used, I may say 
briefly, that the racsing of supplies is espec- 
ially the work of the members of our Branch 
and Auxiliary Societies. In the Home 
Field the methods pursued are theirs, and 
the responsibility of the entire work is 
theirs. I have assumed no-control over it, 
and have taken no part in it, further than 
to furnish by manuscript or printed reports, 
or by lecturers, fresh and full information 
in regard to the condition and wants of the 
Western armies, the means taken to meet 
such wants, and such other matters as have 
a practical bearing on the home work. 

From time to time assistance has been 
needed by the different. Branch Societies, 
and it has been liberally afforded. Canvas- 
sing agents, lecturers, messengers, and va- 
rious assistants, in the work of the Supply 
Department have been placed at their dis- 
posal, and money paid them from the gene- 
ral fund of the Commission to the amount 
of more than $60,000. 

As soon as stores are shipped to me or my 
representatives from the various contributing 
depots, I become responsible for their proper 
use, and am vested with the control of them. 
The stores passing through Ohio and Illinois 
are transported free by the splendid liberality 
of the officers of the railroads terminating in 
Cincinnati and Cairo. On those coming 
through Indiana we are compelled to pay 
freight. Arriving here or at Cairo, stores 
are carefully checked off from cars and boats 
into the warehouses. All missing packages 
are at once looked up, and necessary repairs 
and cooperage done. From these points 
stores are forwarded as rapidly as possible, 
on the theory that any accumulation of 
stores should be near the army. 

With all important divisions of the army, 
and in every hospital centre, depots are es- 
tablished in care of competent business men, 
by whom stores are received and issued 
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to those needing them, on personal applica- 
tion, or on the requisition of the agents of 
the Commission, or the Surgeons of hospi- 


( 
/ 


973 








monthly reports are sent to the Louisville 
Office of all issues from all the depots, and 
from these reports the tabular statements, 


tals and regiments; for all of which receipts 
. are given and’ record made. Weekly and 


J NINE “SOLDIERS’ HOMES.” 


Number of Lodgings and Meals furnished by the People to the Soldiers, through the 
Western Department of the U. S. Sanitary Commission, at NINE of the “ Soldiers’ 
Homes,” during the months of July, August and September, 1864. 


now or ‘heretofore given of our aggregate 
issues, are compiled. . | 


LODGINGS. MEALS. 
July. | August. | Sept. Total. July. { August. Sept. Total. 
Cairo, Illinois,.......+. senee 4,374 4,593 7,712} 16,679 15,284 13,262 17,630} 46,176 
Nashville, Tennessee.......... 4,546 s731 9,518] 19,795 14,552 16,956 25,820} 57,328 
Memphis, Tennessee......... - 913 1,214 1,335 546 4,176 5,187 4,501} 13,864 
Louisville, Kentucky........5 8,427; 10,761} 12,188) 31,376 15,929 23,320 26,329! 65,578 
Camp Nelson, Kentucky...... 13,470 1,385 5,995| 20,850 37,179 ' 6,173 12,805 55,157 
New Albany, Indiana......... ‘762 1,010 674; 2,446 2,372 2,614 2,391 7,377 
Detroit, Michigan..........0.- 1,149; = -- 1,638 . 2,787 1,914 3,462) 5,376 
Cleveland, Ohio...........0. 242 619 333 1,194 1,485 2,610 1,608 5,703 
Cincinnati, Ohio............65 1,573 3,135 8,451} 13,159 13,894 18,146 44,282) 76,322 


ee ee 


Taking this ratio as a basis of estimate, these nine “ Homes’ would give to our sol- 
diers during one year, 446,992 lodgings and 1,381,524 meals. That the estimate would 
be too low, however, is apparent from the fact that in the single month of October, Louis- 
ville gave 28,203 lodgings and 84,609 meals, and in November 33,449 lodgings and 
100,347 meals; thus in two months giving twice the number of lodgings, and treble the 
number of meals that it furnished in these three. But at this rate there was an average 


of 3,700 meals given to our soldiers each day of the quarter by the above nine Homes. 





WOMEN’S COUNCIL IN BOSTON. 
On the 13th and 14th days of December 
last, the New England Branch of the Sani- 
tary Commission called a meeting of Asso- 


ciate Managers, and of delegates from “all. 


societies working for the soldiers,” that by 
counsel together, all might be aided to more 
intelligent and faithful pursuance of the 
work resting on every woman and child in 


the land. They were asked to bring all 
questions, doubts and criticisms which they » 


found as obstacles in the way, and by their 
frank expression show us where we were 
wrong, or strengthen us in our convictions 


of right. | ec te 
Upwards of two hundred women answered 
the call. Hvery shade of belief in the 


Commission found representatives among 
them, and as result, the discussions were 
earnest and free, touching on fundamental 
questions and developing clear convictions. 
Our hopes of the usefulness of such a 
_ meeting were not disappointed. The pre- 


sence of delegates who came through the 


heavy snow-storm from far off in Maine, 
New Hampshire and Vermont, was encour- 
agement and incentive, and amongst all, 


there shone forth a warm sympathy and | 





earnestness, giving the meeting a tone of 
outspoken friendliness which was a most 

wy * 
striking feature. 

The preliminary meeting, at which we 
had the pleasure of welcoming Miss Amy 
Bradley, whose name is so dear to the thou- 
sands of soldiers who have felt her care in 


| the great Rendezvous of Distribution, was 


held on the afternoon of the 13th. The 
object of the Convention was clearly set 
before the meeting, as simply a search after 
the most economical, effective and thorough 
method of reaching our sick and wounded 
soldiers; a question not to be decided by 
light and inconsiderate preference, not one 
where prejudice could be allowed to influ- 
ence. The great responsibility bound us 
all to rest only on honest, thoughtful con- 
viction. Associate members from Maine, 
New Hampshire, Vermont and Massachu- 
setts, were called on for information regard- 
ing the work in their districts, and the 
testimony came clear from all that more 
interest was felt now than heretofore in the 
subject of army relief, but they were con- 
strained to believe that less work was in 
truth accomplished. The conflicting claims 
of so many systems of distribution proving 
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a clog upon action, checking@even the 
earnest, and giving the indifferent a com- 
fortable and reputable mantle of doubt with 
which to cover their coldness. This diffi- 
culty they found at every turn, taking a 
thousand changing shapes, and they asked 
for more clearly stated facts, fuller imforma- 
tion and advice to guide them. 


MISS BRADLEY. 


Miss Bradley here spoke some most ap- 
‘propriate words, telling how, practically, 
waste must ensue where two plans were on 
the field, each liable to be deceived, and 
unconsciously repeat the work already done 
by the other. In illustration, she gave her 
own experience in the Rendezvous. For 
she had been there as agent for the 
Sanitary Commission, and since its organi- 
zation, the Christian Commission has also 
had an agent at that place. At first, this 
agent carried on his work independently, 
giving his stores according to his own plan, 
but soon finding how often he was de- 
ceiyed into giving a double portion, he 
brought them to Miss Bradley, asking, as a 
favor, that she would distribute them with 
her own. When this agent’s successor 
came, the same story was gone over once 
more, till, in the long-tried system of the 
Sanitary Commission, was found the safe- 
guard from deceit and unjust waste. And 
in this connection, she depreéated, earnestly, 
sending supplies through private hands, and 
told a surprising instance of the manner in 
which too facile kindness of heart is abused 
by the men. She received, one day, from 
the Commandant of the post, a remonstrance 
against her lavish waste of stores, being 
told that the expresses complained of the 
number of boxes sent from the camp as an 
annoyance to them, and that these boxes 
‘were known to contain new garments and 
delicacies of food. In answer, she assured 
him she had never so failed in her duty, 
but drew his attention to certain constant 
visitors, called ambulance women, as the 
cause of the trouble. <A few ladies, through 
special favor, had received the privilege of 
using ambulances, and were in the habit of 
filling these with clothing and stores, which, 
when arrived at camp, they distributed, 
with open hands, to any who would ask, 
tempting the loud-tongued to lie, and ut- 
terly wasting their stores. From that time 
these visits were prohibited. 
Being urged to tell still more about the 
work she had left for one short week for 
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our benefit and pleasure, she gave an ac- 
count of the manner in which she is allowed 
to help men in distress through loss of 
papers of discharge. Government gives 
no duplicate of these, unless there be abso- 
lute proof of their destruction, otherwise ” 
it would be liable to lose two men for every, 
one really discharged. Even a written state- 
ment from an official that the man is enti- 
tled to transportation is impossible, for that 
would amount to a duplicate. So the poor 
fellows stood helpless till she devised a 
plan, which Government gladly approved. 
It is simply this: In her own hand she re- 
ceives from the Commandant the requisition 
for transportation for each man, fills up her 
little train of ambulances with the men 
named, drives over the river to the Quarter- 
master’s office, shows these requisitions, 
sees they are filled, and then carries them 
back to the Commandant to be destroyed. 
In this way she has helped hundreds of 
weary, sick men back to their homes. —__ 
The meeting listened with the greatest 


pleasure to her simple account of her labor 


as it is now, and has been, finding, in her 
cheerful earnestness, a stimulus to more 
and better work for our own hands. 

The afternoon having worn away, the 
meeting closed with a few remarks from 
the Chairman regarding minor business 
questions. The ladies then adjourned to 
the office of the Association, to partake of 
tea and bread and butter, provided by 
friends especially for their refreshment.- 
The meal was pleasant and cordial, and a 
most desirable prelude to the public meet- 
ing in the evening, to which the delegation 
proceeded from our rooms. 


PUBLIG MEETING. 


In the unavoidable absence of Governor 
Andrews, this meeting was presided over 
by the Hon. Charles G. Loring. It was 
addressed by R. H. Dana, Judge Russell, 
Chaplain Quint, of the 2d Massachusetts 
Regiment, and Dr. Agnew, of the U. 8. 
Sanitary Commission. The earnest eloquence 


of Judge Russell, as he described the watch- 


ful care of the Commission over the fur- 
loughed and discharged soldiers, away from 
the discipline of camp, away from the in- 


fluences of home, reached every heart. 


Mr. Dana, in his address, put forcibly a 
truth which lies at the foundation of the 
Commission’s plan: that even if Govern- 
ment could provide all the Commission now 
gives the soldiers, it ought not to be allowed 
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so to do, for it would thus fob the people 
of the work which belongs to them by right, 
which is felt by them to be a great privilege 
of the time, developing noble sentiments, 
giving scope to all unselfish desires, sooth- 
ing many a grief the war has brought, and 
fostering, in countless hearts, a true and 
fervent patriotism. Twat 
Dr. Agnew gave some interesting and 
valuable statistics regarding the work al- 
ready done, and that which is hoped for, 
and Chaplain Quint followed with an ac- 
count of experiences in the field during his 
Chaplaincy. \ : 

At the close of the meeting, a committee 
of prominent gentlemen was formed for the 
purpose of solicting subscriptions adequate 
to the needs of the Commission. 


FINAL MEETING. 


The final meeting of the Council was 
held on Wednesday morning, the 14th. 
Miss Bradley was again present, also, Dr. 
Marks, a minister of the Presbyterian 
Church, from Pittsburg, Pa., who entered 
the service of his country in the spring of 
1861, has now served. her for three years 
and a half, first as Division Chaplain, and 
Since, as one of the laborers of the U.S. 
Sanitary Commission. 

The Chairman opened the discussion by 
saying no one could doubt the earnestness 
of the women in their great purpose of re- 
lief, nor that they all meant to include in 
it not only succor for the suffering body, 
but help and soothing for the spirit as well. 
All were bent on the same end: drawing 
the tortured frame, out of horror and an- 
guish, and opening the eyes of the soul to 
the blessedness and peace of loving God. 
‘Why, then, should the two principal organ- 
izations stand nominally opposed. to each 
other? They each have their own work to 
do, which all would rejoice to see well and 
faithfully done.. Let them labor together, 
each doing its own duty, but giving help 
and sympathy the one to the other. If a 
child be sick unto death, does not the parent 
send first for the physician, that he may 
use his utmost skill to save the life God 
made? And then, when he has done his 
best, you turn to your minister, asking from 
him the words of help your heart needs— 
the prayers with you and your child, which 
takes you nearer to God with your pain and 
danger. You need them both, the physician 
and the clergyman, but they cannot inter- 
change without loss and failure. 
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The Sanitary Commission was organized 
from the beginning to soothe the misery 
which shuts away all thought except of the 
moment’s pain—to save the life ebbing away 
on the battle-field, too faint to think of 
death and the coming life, but it is always 
eager to pour out its strengthening words 
of Christian faith and hope. Let these 
two Commissions then, irf God’s name, work 
—work together, not in opposition. 


REV. J. J. MARKS. 


Dr. Marks here gave an account of his 
first experience of the Commission at York- 
town. He described the desolation of the 
place and the misery of the men, and how 
he began his acquaintance with the Com- 
mission by making application for 400 cot- 
ton shirts, and carrying them in joyful 
triumph to men who cried with relief when 
they put them on. i ; 

At Fredricksburg, when 1,500 wounded 
men lay on the ground, without shelter, or 
blankets, or bedding, he sought the help of 
the Christian Commission for a portion of 
them lying afaint, but could get nothing, 
except under the direction of one of its 
agents. He turned to the Sanitary, and 
received four wagon loads, 400 quilts, 200 
bottles of wine, 200 cans of soup, &c., &c., 
and the men blessed the Sanitary Commis- 
sion. At Gettysburg also he saw it at 
work,, carrying help even into the enemy’s 
fire, through such scenes of misery, that 
those who saw, felt a nation’s treasure would 
be well spent in relieving it. He spoke of 
the great superiority in the administration 
of this Commission, being ‘the permanence 
of its agencies. Waste must follow where 
one man after another takes up the work, 
forced to learn by his own failures. The 
agents of the Sanitary Commission he ex- 
plained are, to a great extent, men who 
have been officers or soldiers, who know 
the life and needs of those they help, and 
so have peculiar hold upon them. 

He was asked if he had seen the stores 
of the Commission wasted, and his answer, 
in the negative, was most earnest; he had 
been often moved to joyful pride in seeing 
how faithfully its servants worked. 

At one time, when in great danger, the 
Government officers had burned $1,500,000 
worth of stores, but from that same scene, 
the agents of the Sanitary Commission 
had, by incredible efforts, brought off all 
its stores. 

Question.—Do officers and surgeons re. 
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ceive help from these stores as the private 
soldiers do? 
Answer.—Certainly; if an officer is in 
distress, he has the same claim upon our 
mercy as hismen. A brave man, suffering 
among other brave men, that is all we see, we 
do not look to know whether he wears the 
chevron or the eagle. And the surgeons, 
there is no work So exhausting to body and 
soul as theirs. Should they be debarred 
from the warmth and refreshment they so 
much need, because they. are “officers?” 


Dr. Marks bore heartfelt testimony to the 
devotedness of the surgeons to their work. 
He told an anecdote of an officer, who could 
not say he was sick or in need, yet very 
much desired to buy some of the comforts 
the Commission had in its storehouse. He 
was reminded that the Commission held its 
goods for the suffering, and only gave, not 
sold. His answer was, “It is very unfor- 
tunate to be an officer.” 


PRISONERS. 


Question.—Do the prisoners really re-. 


ceive what the Sanitary Commission sends 
them ?. | 

Answer.—It is impossible to say if they 
receive all, but they return to us, when ex- 
changed, clothed in garments bearing the 
Commission’s stamp, and speak of receiving 
food sent by it. ue 


SALARIES. 


Question.—Is it true that Dr. Bellows 
receives a salary of from six to ten thou- 
sand dollars a year ? 

Answer.—Dr. Bellows receives no salary 
whatever. 

Question.—Does any woman in the ser- 
vice of the Commission receive a salary? 
Answer, by Miss Bradley——Yes; 1 re- 
ceive $10 per month, and draw rations from 
Government. : 

Question. Does any woman receive a 
larger salary? 

Answer.—The Commission has paid, for 
most important services, as much as $600 
per year. 

Question.—Have you ever found men 
ashamed to receive help from the Commis- 
sion—calling it begging? 

Answer.—Never; such feelings, if they 
exist, are exceptional. ke 

Question.—Does the Commission refuse 
to give to regulars ? 

Answer.—Never. 


é 
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CHRISTIAN COMMISSION. 


Question.—Has the Christian Commis- 
sion any salaried agents ? ’ 

In answer, a letter from Dr. Parrish, of 
Philadelphia, was read as follows : 

“T was told by an agent of the Christian 
Commission, a few days since, that their 
pay to permanent field agents is $50 per 


month—the Sanitary Commission pays for 


the same service $45. I am informed, by 
one of their members, that they now have 
canvassing agents in the field, on good sala- 
ries, and are in want of more. ‘I was also 
told, by one of the agents of the Christian 
Commission, at Annapolis, that one of the 
corps at that place was inclined to work in 
future for the Sanitary Commission, but 
hesitated because he was better paid by the 
Christian Commission.” 

It-was suggested, by a delegate, that in 
view of the fact that the agents of the 
Christian Commission had heen chiefly 
clergymen, whose salaries had been con- 
tinued to them, and their desks supplied 
during their absence, and also, that the 
Christian Commission paid all traveling ex- 
penses, the amount of money in reality 
spent for their services had been more than 
that paid to the agents of the Sanitary Com- 
mission. oak 

A’ delegate here rose to say, that so far 
as she knew, the feeling in her community 
was not.any questioning about economy, or 
practical methods, but about the final pur- 
poses of the two Commissions; the impres-— 
sion being, that while the Christian Com- 
mission, which gave the rightful first place 
of importance to healing the spirit, the 
Sanitary Commission applied its powers 
solely to succoring the body. 


REV. W. B. MARSH. 


The Rev. Mr. Marsh, of the Presbyterian 
Church, who is now lecturing in the service | 
of the Sanitary Commission, speaking in 
answer, begged the delegates to combat this 
idea as utterly untrue. Any man, unmind- 
ful of such interests, would be unfit for 
service in the scenes he would have to 
share. He had never known an agent of 
the Commission who was not ready to give 
the spiritual help a man needs in the hour 
of death, but had seen many a bedside 
where they read the Bible and knelt down 
to pray. 

A little scrap of paper was here handed 
to the President, who read it aloud. It 
said the writer had five brothers in the 


army, who wrote, in grateful terms, of the 
services of every kind which the Sanitary 
Commission had rendered them. 

It was asked why the two Commissions 
should not divide the supplies given by the 
people, according to the work nominally 
undertaken by each. The Sanitary Com- 
mission devotes itself to saving life as the 
first step towards better things; the Chris- 
tian Commission announces its work as con- 
cerning the soul. Let each, then, take the 
gifts appropriate to its special duty; if the 
Christian Commission receives stores, let it 
hand them to the Sanitary Commission, and 
this in turn pass over to the other books, 
both secular and religious, which it receives 
in large numbers; and the means of each 
being greatly increased by this binited can- 
vassing of the» country, let them go. into 
the field together, friends. How simple and 
reasonable the question seemed. How full 
of usefulness and good of every kind would 
be the result. 

Miss Bradley here put very urgently be- 
fore the meeting the immeasurable loss of 
time and money which must be incurred 
in leaving an old and experienced guide in 
the intricate labors on which depend the 
life or death of thousands of men. The 
Commission knows the proportion of need 
over all the vast fields of war; by fayor of 
Government, knows just when, in this army 
or that, there will be battles and misery, 
and men dying for want of warmth and 
food, and then it sends out its agents and 
nurses, with full measure of succor for the 
time, It may leave its storehouses empty, 
with nothing to answer the daily calls from 
the hospitals, but it knows such calls are 
not to be counted one moment in com- 
parison with the needs of the battle-fields. 
It is this discrimination which makes the 
vast organization of the Commission the 
means of accomplishing the most good with 
the least waste. 


SECTARIANISM. 


_ She expressed her surprise at the idea 

which she had received, for the first time 
this morning, that questions of sectarianism 
entered into this work. She lived so occu- 
pied by constant labor, she said, that she had 
no time to study outside motives. It seemed 
to her most strange and gad that it should 
be so. Was not every church represented 
in the Soldiers’ Aid Societies throughout 
the country? Were they not all conscious 
of the same desire—to do their best to re- 
Vor. I. No. 31 62 
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lieve those who so need relief? Why, then, 
should there be any words of division among 
them? Let the question of creeds be for- 
gotten. Christ’s sermon was a sure guide 
to good and blessed deeds; whoever: fol- 
lowed that was safe in the shadow of bless- 
ing for himself and his work. She told a 
little story, which touched, in real experi- 
ence, the very point of the discussion. It 
was of a soldier, a ‘young boy, who lay 
dying in her hospital. He asked her if it 
were indeed so that he must die. She told 
him yes, and taking her Bible from her 
pocket, she read to him the 14th chapter 
of St. John, and then knelt down beside 
him and prayed. Presently she left him, 
cheerful and submissive. Returning soon, 
she found the agent of the Christian Com- 
mission speaking to him of his danger, 
asking him if he should read the Bible to 
him?’ ‘She has read to me,” was the 
answer. ‘Shall I not pray with you?” 
“She has prayed with me.” Although a 
woman, and a member of no sectarian 
church,-her words had brought him into 
the peace of God. 

The hour having arrived when many of 
the delegates were forced to leave, the Chair- 
man closed the meeting with a few words, 
refering to the earnest feeling displayed, 
expressing regret that our intercourse could 
not be longer, and bidding all good-bye as 
friends. 

Documents of importance were freely dis- 
tributed, and the delegates dispersed. We 
were glad to welcome some of them again 
in our office during the week, to show them 
our whole system of management, and talk 
with them over details. We felt the insuf- 
ficient time that the two meetings allowed 
for the many questions and remarks which 
would have been pleasant and most useful 
to both parties, and if another year finds 
us still needed at our post, we shall profit 
by this experience, and keep our friends 
with us for a longer space. 

The reports of the Soldiers’ Aid Socie- 
ties, brought to us by the delegates, con- 
tained most valuable details of information, 
and we propose to draw up a tabulated re- 
sume of the items for constant reference; 
the reports themselves being filed among 
our original documents. The testimony 
that many of them bear to the hopefulness 
and faithfulness of these societies, often 
very poor, yet never desparing that means 
would come, makes the reading a lesson to 
sink deep in the heart. hy 
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In closing this report, we wish personally 
to express our heartfelt appreciation of the 
sympathy and support which were so cordi- 
ally expressed. Feeling the paramount use- 
fulness of the Commission whose name we 
bear, we rejoice to find such earnest ap- 
proval and firm faith among the workers of 
New England. 

Mary G. Lorina, 
Sec. Exec. Com. New Eng. Women’s Aux. Asso. 


Special Relief Department. 
SPECIAL RELIEF REPORT FROM BOSTON. 
BY JOHN S. BLATCHFORD. 


For Executive Committee of Boston Associates. 


I submit herewith, on behalf of the “ Hx- 
ecutive Committee of Boston Associates,” 
under whose direction it has_been admin- 
istered, a Report concerning the Special 
Relief Service of the U. S. Sanitary Com- 
mission in this city, for the quarter ending 
Dec. 31, 1864. : 

With the quarterly statement is also pre- 
sented the total results of the service, 
embracing the whole period since its or- 
ganization, April 1, 1863, to Dec. 81, 1864, 
a period of twenty-one months. 


Quarter ending 


Aid Rendered, Dec. 31, 1864. Total. 
Furnished transportation at Government 
TAUO,teietsisivioie s'a sigs clmape y eereouitet 6 re 2,179 10,369 . 
Do. paid by Commission,..........ee0- 9 228 
Do. by U. 8. Quartermaster,............ 1,022 1,956 
Furnished carriage within the city,..... 632 4,707 
sé special attendance to their 
WYOMIOS: <ica's.eis «sinints © soles bole Vickeicem 6s 10 110 
Furnished lodging lic.» cscs se biceeien cs 5,424 18,497 
a meals,....-. felsiolole ik Ele stere eine 6,444 23,666 
be CLOGIING ci, c0.015 eine sisiaie o/s ia 63 613 
Hy) Aid in arranging papers,.... 27 209 
ie Aid in obtaining pay,....... 19 245 
- Medical advice,.........006. 915 1,604 
PeWVOUNdS (dressed co's sisiebs cise b civinien sini 1,156 4,344 
Procured commutation of rations,...... 76 
Lidaned MONCY, «sv'sss sb cle oleic w sla oc cella) c 43 175 
GAVE MONCY,.ccccecccscccrccssesicseve 16 134 
Sent to: Hospital, ic. .slccscccserscress ae 147 
Referred to local Relief Associations,.... 10 56 
RO-OmLIStOd c4 i. ove’ 6.0.0.6 velseo'c eclelesalelnie'y 1 28 
WOAEUS Sse thie ces sashes seanicaies ofp erent 2 8 
Furnished undertakers’ services,....... 2 11 
Amount of pay collected,............+.$2,271 04 $28,799 76 
Furnished transportation by hospital 
CATA sci sieis ols: bs elas ways eis Sus mele’ a0is ole 4,125 15,876 
Number of soldiers aided,.......seeece 12,397 47,388 
Daily. AVETAE,... vei sae ceVoctucecsscc 137 2-3 


Of the whole number that have received 
aid at our Relief Rooms, amounting to 
31,512—as distinct from the “ Hospital 
Car Service’”’—Maine has furnished 12,502, 
New Hampshire 1658, Vermont 201, Mas- 
sachusetts 12,209, Connecticut 148, Rhode 
Island 101, New York 260, New Jersey 
7, Pennsylvania 57, Maryland 7, District of 
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Columbia 224, Ohio 95, Kentucky 14, Mi- 
chigan 12, Indiana 12, Illinois 28, Kansas 
7, Iowa 18, Minnesota 38, Wisconsin 26, 
Missouri, 12, Tennessee 3, North Carolina 
4, Louisiana 6, Alabama 4, Virginia 4, 
Georgia 2, California, Mississippi, Florida, 
Arkansas, Delaware, and South Carolina, 1 
each; U. 8. Regulars, 1,185; U.S. Navy, 
270; Veteran Reserve Corps, 2,251; Corps 
D’ Afrique, 24; Rebel Army, 3. | 

The following supplies have been drawn 
from the Supply department of the,‘ N. 
K.Women’s Auxiliary Association,” Woolen 
shirts, 102; woolen drawers, 96; socks, 108 
pairs; pants, 3; 1 lot old clothing; 2 lots 
bandages; 6 vests; 2 lots lint. 

For Hospital Cars—6 pairs socks, 6 pairs 
slippers, 1 lot lint. For special use—1 pair 
pants, 2 blouses, 1 comfort bag, 1 bed- 
sack, 1 wool shirt, 1 pair socks, 1 pillow, 1 
pair wool drawers. 

The whole amount of supplies furnished 
by the ““N. E. Women’s Auxiliary Associ- 
ation,” for use in the Special Relief Service 
in this city, since its organization is as 
follows : gf aN 

Bed quilts, 13; blankets, 61; sheets, 
286; pillows, 97; pillow-cases, 224; towels, 
78; tin cups, 6; water pails, 2; bed com- 
forters, 37; bed sacks, 74; woolen shirts, 
308; cotton shirts, 140; woolen drawers, 
217; cotton drawers, 119; socks, 388 pair ; 
handkerchiefs, 73; slippers, 62 pairs; 
slings, 518; dressing gowns, 2; pants, 7; 
overcoats, 1; coats, 2; old clothing, 4 lots ; 
bandages, 14 lots; crutches, 12 pairs; 
gaiters, 20 ; vests, 6; lint, 2 lots. For 55th - 
Massachusetts Regiment at Readville Hos- 
pital, May 380, 1863—1 dozen wool shirts, 
12 pairs*wool socks, 12 wool drawers, 12 
sheets. June 24, 1863—7 pillows, 7 pillow 
cases. 

For Springfield Street Home, August 
10, 1863—24 woolen shirts. For Hospital 
Cars, October 23, 1863-2 dozen each of 
towels, sleeping-caps, handkerchiets and 
slippers; 12 each of woolen socks and 
dressing-gowns, 

For camp at Long Island, December 7, 
1863—85 bed sacks, 24 pairs mittens. 

For Hospital, Fort Warren, February 4, 
1864—1 pair pants, 3 pairs socks, 2 pairs 
draweis, 2 shirts. 

For Pemberton Square Hospital, April 


“28, 1864—1 lot of old linen. 


For camp at Concord, July 1, 1864—6 
pairs cotton drawers, 6 cotton shirts, 3 pairs 
slippers, 1 lot bandages and lint. 
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For Hospital Cars, October 11, 1864—6 
pairs socks, 6 pairs slippers, 1 lot lint. 


ad Quarter ending 

Dec. 31, 1864. Total. 

Transportation has been furnished by 
orders issued upon respective rail- 





TOGAG TO Sees wsiccc one Pes eidiaieice die 2,179 10,369 
Do. procured from U.S. Quartermaster, 1,022 1,956 
, 3,201 12,325 
Transportation by Hospital cars, be- 
tween New York and Bostun, has 
been furnished to............06. 4,125 15,876 
Cost of Hospital Car service,......... $4131 42 $3,022 95 
Average cost per man,.... see cceeees 10 3-7c. 19 1-24ce. 


The following supplies have been fur- 
nished to the Hospital Cars during the 
quarter: Brandy, 7 bottles; whisky, 8 do.; 
wine, 4 do.; crackers, 1 keg; extract of 
coffee, 1 can; slippers, 12 pairs; 4 ounces 
quinine; 4 do. ginger; 1 bottle spirits 
ammonia; 1 dv. camphor; 4 rolls adhesive 
plaster; 1 lot bandages; 1 do. rags; 1 do. 
lint; 1 lancet; 6 pairs woolen socks; 1 
hatchet; 1 lantern. 

‘ The total expenditure for the quarter has 
been $7,465 50, classified as follows : 


FONE ANA’ taXOS)< 5c sitecces vse cccee Be teine sae es é 238 84 
Furnishing and repairs,................. einaiais te + 66 70 
EEN oo MCC CES HAP ABAB S Somiddietemle eae 753 99 
PATAVOUNE OXPEDEES, oo... ccc coe cece cc cccs esaee’ (ot 00 
POO UISIN SY ae 4, 652! 5 cod 5's ais BOE SCE SARS Ee ate 7 03 
Stationery and printing,.......ccccescesccces secs 202 05 
Postage, eee ees eres esescercvessces ®eorsesesecesess 8 00 
Hospital stores,..........- RRC TGORECE Ralecedsieeasces ) 27) 00 
Superintendent’s expense account,......2..0.00. 200,047 61 
Miscelluneous,.............00005 felerelalelersle eclsiererers lol & 10 66 
PIOODIGAE AD EOETICS) Ese ccc e cae secgees 431 42 
Document account,............... Ristelgielatn\eiaia cscs 8 20 
$7,465 50 


Classification of Superintendent’s Expense 
Account. 


eS er eo 174 75 
RFAVG@lINS EX MOUEAS. oes os bao ob hvede once See e2z6) 93 
Meals,...... By A Pe plete teea'cls 4 t Pocctestccsye 4,720.74 
Burniture; s. seode nies Baisalelsiwiei dt aise e's ce t's ule ccaiie 15 50 
BnOlse secs «cas sitnmalvie.« «lpi ak « Materd, Sieiasd wc. 6:5 och aise aie rote 37 60 
eign ACU UUESN 3 5, Lat ie ee Sa seeee 209 50 
Salaries: ©) .<2- TCR CEE Oe sie stele cdidtiewa s aid a Sb sien ot GokOO 
Money loaned and given,......... © velar lata ne sie - 123 99 
PORE BA fre 55 ccc salsa s cos mietaaieiatas = atdyaie's, dtainis satan ¢ 6 00 


MM eah eh Sat de cwlase ae Giss sleet ecid de dteac 


The results of the Special Relief Service 
of the Commission in this city, for the 
whole period since its organization, may be 
briefly summed up as follows: 


Whole number of men aided,..... ate Soe ea cle « 47,388 
Whole expenditure,............ccceeeee cccces 00,377 38 
Average cost per Man,.......ecccacecece ecccecee 743-46. 
Number of soldiers furnished with Meals, ces. 23,666 
Number of meals furnished,...... acucodab ace ere 47,096 
Average number of meals per man,...... Sa iaisere 2 
Amount paid for meals,........, Riafe Sie/std. ciate «oo $16,293 25 
Average Cust per meal,...... stalateics =) siaie's: 6 iain sroia.4 a 34 3-5c. 
Nuwber of orders issued for transportaiion at Go- 
vernment rate,...... MMe MECCA Se lao Seas eis 11,802 
Aggregate mi es of distances,.............. eeee. 1,502,403 


Resulting in a saving to the soldier of......... ++ $13,258 OL 


Amount of money loaned and given,............ $561 19 
Number of recipients, .........ececcces., ree 309 
Average amount to each,..... once re aes $1 81 
Amount returned,...ccevsecccccsccecsccccceses $220 44 
Average amount returned,............cc000000. 25 


1 





$f9 

Number furnished with clothing,..... ta <ikttord 6 613 
Number of garments furnished,..............-- 1298 

p (‘Average per many... i. sdbse tee ws ad a'ele wae vende , 21-8 
Number transported by Hospital car,..........- 15,876 
Total cost of “ Hospital Car Service,’........ ee $3,022,95 
Average cost per man,..... divievevelanscioddede steer toib=a4c. 


The comparative cost of the service (in- 
cluding ‘Hospital Car Service,’’) is exhi- 
bited by the average cost per man for the 
successive quarterly periods since its organi-’ 
zation as follows: 


First Quarter ending June 30, 1863,............ $2 35 
Second ‘ ae Sept. 30, 1863,....... SoGae $1 28 
Third “ « WSGr SHhelOGSisic aa clele cere $. 99 15-21c. 
Fourth ‘“ Sram MACCHe Olan S640 ccs st 73 21-44¢, 
Fifth $ Jane'30, 1864,. 0.6050 e. 68 17-22¢ 
Sixth, sé yy Beptaad) USGA | ics des see 63 1-3¢ 
Seventh “ os GOS OOt cee ce cones: 60 1-5c" 
REPORT OF SPECIAL RELIEF WORK IN 


WASHINGTON. 


For the Quarter ending Dec. 31, 1864, to 
Rev, F. N. Knapp. 


BY J. B. ABBOTT. 


Sir :--I respectfully submit the follow- 
ing report of the ‘Special Relief” Office, 
and the several Lodges under my supervi- 
sion, for the quarter ending Dec. 31, 1864. 


Number of pay accounts of dis- 
charged soldiers received for 


adjustment, 862 
Number of cases settled, 362 
Amount collected, $67,175 00 
Number of bounty claims re- 

ceived, . 97 
Number of claims allowed, 115 
Amount collected on claims 

allowed, $10,750 00 
Number of cases for back pay, 

received, 548 
Number of cases adjusted, 487 


Amount secured on the cases 
adjusted, 
Number of prisoner of war 


$35,121 97 


claims entered, 147 
Number allowed, 56 
Amount collected on claims al- 

lowed $5,324 45 
Number of naval claims filed, 248 
Number of naval claims al- 

lowed, | 155 
Amount - collected on claims 

allowed, . $24,560 55 
Number of pension claims filed, 654, 
Number of pension claims al- 

lowed, 257 


Amount saved to claimants on 
the claims allowed, 
t 


$2,570 


980 


The Sanitary Commission Bulletin. 


# 





Number of claims for arrears of 

pay and bounty filed, 71 
Number of claims allowed, 10 
Amount saved to claimants on 


the claims allowed, $100 
Whole number of cases and 

claims entered upon our re- 

cord, 2,122 
Whole number of cases and 

claims completed, 1,442 


Total amount of money collect- 
ed on the claims completed, $144,378 61 


The amount collected does not include 
the amount received on pension claims. 

In calculating the amonnt saved on pen- 
sions, and arrears of pay and bounty claims, 
I have only allowed the legal fee on each 
claim. * 


Number of drafts forwarded, 295 
Amount of drafts forwarded, $29,977 98 
Number of letters received, 5,039 
Number of business letters 
mailed, 5,017 
RELIEF STATIONS. 
Lodge No. 4. 
Number of lodgings furnished to 
soldiers and seamen, 5,410 
Number of meals given to soldiers, 
seamen and others, 41,383 


I have no reports from the other relief 
stations for the quarter as yet. 
- The monthly reports of the relief stations 
for October and November were sent to 
you. 


AMBULANCES, 


In the early history of field warfare but 
few appliances were at hand for the benefit 
of the wounded in battle. Prior to the 
invention of gunpowder, wounds were in- 
flicted by swords, daggers, spears, &c., or by 
dull heavy weapons, which caused only con- 
tusions. But little skill comparatively was 
needed to dress such wounds, and the mili- 
tary surgery of those days was necessa- 
rily limited to but few means for relief. 
Gun-shot wounds, however, are much more 
serious and alarming, and with the intro- 
duction of gunpowder, there was a marked 
development in surgical skill, and in the 


means for relieving suffering, though it was | 


not uncommon to leave the wounded to the 
casual sympathies of the people among 
whom the battles were fought. Surgeons, 
however, were found without military rank 
or emolument, rendering services to the 
afflicted as they had opportunity. The cele- - 
brated military surgeon, in the time of 
Henry IV., of France, by name Ambroise 
Paré, held no rank whatever in the army, 
and in the function which he voluntarily 
assumed in the service of his country, 
acquired a reputation for probity and skill 
to which his superior genius justly entitled 
him; but it was not till the time of Louis 
XIII. that a chief military surgeon, with 
rank, was attacked to each regiment of the 
French army. It was there likewise that 
hospitals were established, both stationary 
and moveable ; and it is to these latter that 
the term ambulance is applied. | 

An ambulance is a covered wagon for the 
immediate conveyance of the wounded from 
the scene of battle to the field hospital im- 
mediately in the rear, and indeed, for the 
conveyance of the sick and helpless from 
one hospital to another. Hach army corps 
has its organized ambulance corps, with its 
chief to control all its movements, with its 
surgeons, stretcher-bearers, drivers, &c. In 
a subsequent number, we shall furnish the 
plan of working an ambulance train. In’ 
this, we introduce the subject only, with 
the following cuts of an improyed ambu- 
lance, which will bear the study they de- 
mand for a complete understanding of their 
arrangement. | 

Springs, cushions, beds, water tanks, frac- 
ture swings, &c., &c., enter into the arrange- 
ment, and every comfort that could be con- 
trived for a moveable or flying hospital 
seems to have been anticipated. We com- 
mend the sketches below to the investiga- 
tion of the curious, and have only to say, 
that the minuteness in the detail, as well 
as the general plan of construction, are 
the result, in a measure, of the thoughts 
and efforts of members of the U. 8. Sani- 
tary Commission. - ) 
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1, frame in which beds and seats rest; 2, interspaces between frame and body for lateral counterpoise 

springs; 3, inside of upper section of tail-board ; 4, bed sliding over seats; 5, rollers on which bed slide, 
clearing seats; 6,7, spigot-of water tanks protected by upper leaf of tail-board, lowered. 


————> 


= 





1, leather moveable back for?middle seat ; 2, spi- a, iron rowel (revolving) to facilitate turning; 5, 
got of water tank ; 3, bed with handles, drawn partly semi-eliptical spring; ¢, moveable leather back on 
out, on small steel rollers sunk in floor of compart- | iron brackets; d, compartment for beds when notin 
ment; 4, bed in position; 5, inside of door for com- | use. 
partment for beds; 6, stretchers; 7, loop for gun 
rack or head rests. ( 
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1, compartment for beds when not in use, fasten- | . 1, stout semi-eliptical spring; 2, complete back to 
‘ing by a spring catch at 2; 3, clasp for stretcher; | driver’s seat; 3, leather back to middle seats; 4, 
4, notch, forming arch over and protecting spigot of | hook for fractures. 

water tank, when upper section of tail-board is let : ’ 

down. 
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a, stancheons of frame on counterpoise springg, with blocks of india-rubber at 4, and pin at c, to prevent 
lateral displacement of spring; d, iron clasp, and e, loop for stretcher ; f, hook and wheel running on parallel 
iron bars for suspension of fractures; g, one of the seats removed from its bed in frame h ; ¢, inside of lower 
section of tail-board; &, fastening rendoring water tank motionless; m, interspace between body of ambu- 
lance and frame for lateral springs. 


Js 
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Figs. A, B, C and F, beds. 








Fig. A, underside. 
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1, rail; 2, panel; 3, leather handle. 


_ Fig. B, upper side, one-half cushioned. 4, iron bars let partly in rail; 5, (figs. A and B), iron handles, 
dotted lines indicate grooves in which tongue of handle work. The part handled is round, the rest of 


handle square. Fig. ©, side view. 


Figs. F and H, 8, 8, 8, seats, permanent but one; 9, rollers, clear cushions of se 


Fig. F, 7, bed ns position. 
ats + inch. 


Fig. F, 10, counterpoise springs lateral, fastened inside of ambulance body. ; 
Figs: F and H, a, iron.slides on which ends of springs play; 0, rubber block. 


Fig. D, perpendicular. 


Fig. D, ledges for seat h; &, ledges for rollers. 
Fig. E is outside of D. 
Figs. G and H, n, spigot. 


c, iron plates on floor of ambulance on which ends of springs play; d, by which 
spring stanchion and frame are secured; e, block of rubber in staple. 


Figs. F, D, E and H, frame. 


Figs. D, F and H, m, ledges for bed on rollers. 
Water tanks, fig. G, showing grooved slide and fastening. 
Fig. D, o, stanchions, of which only four. 


Figs. F and H, p, interspace for lateral spring between frame and body of ambulance. 


Stretcher holders, K, L and g H. 


Fig. H, 7, compartments for beds when not in use; s, steel rollers; u, spring catch; », tail-board upper 
and lower sections closed ; w, inside of upper section showing cushions and back of seat; x, step. 





" INTERESTING LETTERS FROM ANNAPOLIS. 
BY MRS. PARRISH. 
THE NAVAL ACADEMY HOSPITAL. 


This commodious establishment, which is 
capable of accommodating two thousand two 

_ hundred patients, is in charge of Dr. Van- 
derkeift, who is assisted by his executive 

_ officer, Dr. Ely. At this writing there are 
two hundred and one officers and four hun- 
dred and twenty-eight privates under treat- 
ment. What a yast household for the 
medical skill of physicians, the judicious 


Management of nurses, and the philan- 


thropy of all to care for. 
A pretty chapel stands conspicuous among 
the groupings of other buildings which com- 


pose this vast establishment, in which re- 
ligious service is held every evening in the 
week, beside twice on the Sabbath day. 
Here too is the place where so many suffer- 


ing martyrs are borne to have the solemn 


funeral rites performed by one who repre- 
sents a friend indeed, for those who cannot 
be present to witness the accomplishment of 
the last sad duty. Nearly every day for the 
past two weeks many have been deposited 
here for funeral service ; fifteen more bodies 
were laid before the chancel to-day to have 
the solemn ceremony read over them ; indeed 
every day some one, or more are borne from 
this house to the burial lot, where you may 
at any time find friends searching ‘for the 
names of loved ones, ‘The Chaplain is most 











984 





assiduous and faithful in the performance of 
his charge, and every heart at home may 
rejoice that such an one is stationed here 
for this responsible and sad duty. So far 
~ as a visitor can judge, there is no lack of care 
from any one engaged in this hospital; 
women nurses hold an honorable rank among 
the sick; «detailed soldiers also render im- 
portant assistance to them. Miss Howe, of 
Boston, one of the chief nurses, does much 
to comfort the soldier, in her wards; she 
often spends the twilight of the day in play- 
ing many sweet and choice hymns on the 
melodeon, which soothe and cheer the weary 
and depressed patients. Miss Clarke also 
renders excellent service to the men so 
lately arrived from Southern slavery. I have 
met her in the tents with an encouraging 
word for each, and a kind promise for the 
morrow, while busily directing and stamping 
- letters for them. 

At this: hospital too, is found the Sani- 
tary storeroom, on a larger plan than I have 
before seen it; every appliance that can be 
devised by the numerous friends at distant 
homes, is here represented. Delicacies of 
great variety, wines, cordials, restoratives, 
form a large per centage of the needfuls, to 
say nothing of the clothing that abounds, 
all of which is distributed with much care. 

The government supplies are in much 
greater variety, and more abundant than 
formerly, yet there are times when it is 
necessary to supplement the government. 
For this purpose the wise foresight of 
the Sanitary Commission has provided a full 
amount in large variety, so that no matter 
what accident may befall the government 
supplies or transportation, the soldiers shall 
have a second chance, if the first fails. 
This strikes us as among the most impor- 
tant features of the Commission—to antici- 
pate want—to be prepared for it. 


PRISONERS’ FUNERAL. 


Attended the funeral of forty-two soldier 
prisoners, who had died on their passage 
home. ‘None can tell the sadness of such 
a scene but those who have been, present 
on asimiliar oceasion. Fourteen ambulances 
stood at.one time before the ‘‘ Dead House” 
to receive the bodies, which were placed in 
coffins, and each one marked with name, 
regiment and company to which deceased 
had belonged. ‘They were then carried to 
- the wagons, three in number being assigned 
to eachi Four men accompanied each am- 
bulance, and moved slowly on toward the 
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chapel, preceded by a band of musicians 
who sounded their usual mournful dirge, 





till all had drawn up in front of the build- 


ing where service was to be performed. 

A promiscuous company had assembled 
—ministers, surgeons, officers, and comrades 
of the battle-field and prison were gathered 
about the place. Women, who represented 
mothers, wives and sisters, were there, and 
sang with pathos several beautiful hymns. 

Chaplatn Henries read, in an audible 
voice, the names of the dead, as correspond- 
ing with those on the coffins before us. He 
was followed by another minister who ad- 
dressed those present, and offered an appro- 
priate prayer. 

The procession then wended its way slowly 
through the town to the cemetery, distant 
two miles, the musicians leading the train, 


followed by an escort, the chaplain on horse, 


and soldiers walking as pall-bearers by the 
side of the ambulances. , 
While we witnessed this sad ceremony en- 
trusted to stranger hands, | was much im- 
pressed with the great order and solemnity 
that pervaded the occasion, and wished 
that all the mothers in the land, whose sons 
had been sacrificed in the strife of battle, 
could know how faithfully and tenderly the 
last duties to their loved ones were attended 
to. The pastor at home was represented by 
the chaplain, the family by sympathizing 


friends, the neighbors and associates by 


those who had been comrades with the 
deceased in camp or in battle,.im prison or 
in hospital, and now followed them to their 
final resting place, and the soldier, no longer 
a prisoner, but released from the slow torture 
of hunger and disease, was laid away forever. 

After all were interred, the musicians 


gathered near, and in plaintive melody , 


united in the hymn, “ Come, ye disconso- 
late,’ after which the chaplain read the 
burial service, prayed for those about him 
and the anxious ones at home, who yet 
knew not what sorrow awaited them. The 
body-guards, or escort, then came forward, 
and, according to military custom, fired a 
volley three times over the graves of the 
departed, and, with uncovered heads, passed 
in single file along the row of open sepulchres 
and resumed their march to the hospital. 


* 


FLESH EXTRACT FOR THE DIET OF FEVER 
PATIENTS. : 


Half a pound of fresh beef or fowl, minced 
fine, without fat, is macerated one hour in 
a pint of cold water, to which four drops of 
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strong muriatic acid (hydrochloric acid) and 
a drachm of salt have been previously added. 
Strain through a jelly bag or fine lawn sieve, 
and if to be very nice, filter through coarse 
French filter paper. No fat globules or 
muscular fibres are allowable in the filtered 
liquid. To improve its flavor, a pinch of 
allspice or mace (ground) may be thrown 
into the mince, and to the filtered liquid add, 
if desired, two or three teaspoonfuls of eood 
sherry wine. This soup may be adminis- 
tered in doses of two drachms once in two 
hours, and oftener in convalescence. 
B. 8. SinLiman. 


NORTHWESTERN SANITARY COMMISSION. 


Branch of U. 8. Sanitary Commission, Rooms No. 
66 Madison Street, Chicago, Jil. 


FINANCIAL REPORT, 


From the organization of the Commission, November 
4, 1861, to December 31, 1864. 


I.+SUPPLIES COLLECTED. 


During the three years and two months exist- 
ence of the Commission, there have been donated, 
collected, purchased, packed and forwarded 
through its agency, for distribution to our sol- 
diers in the hospitals, armies and on the battle- 
fields, sixty-eight thousand eight hundred and 
three packages of Sanitary and Hospital supplies. 
Of this number there were sent directly by 

_ the people from their homes to the sol- - 


diers, 27,681 
The remainder contained supplies 
purchased, as stated below, 41,122 
68,803 





IIl.— OF WHAT THESE SUPPLIES CONSISTED. 


These supplies consisted of articles of diet, 
medical supplies, clothing, bedding, bandages, 
hospital furniture, ales and liquors.» 


IiIl.—THEIR APPRAISED CASH VALUATION. 


The appraised cash valuation of these supplies 
at the respective dates of their receipt by the 
Commission, amounts to the total sum of 

$964,059 71 
~ Classified as follows: 

Articles of diet and me- 
dical supplies, . $337,871 14 

Clothing, bedding, band- 
ages, Xc., 

Hospital furniture, cots, 
mattrasses, stoves and 
fixtures, washing ma- 
chines and wringers, 
table furniture, &., . 

Ales and liquors, 

1,413 boxes received by 
the Commission, with- 
out accompanying in. 
‘voices, appraised cash 

_Value, xs) FANRE2. 390° 00 


558,023 83 


16,800 44 
8,974 30 








$964,059 71 
IV.—FROM WHERE RECEIVED. 
The 27,681 packages above mentioned—re- 


Amount contributed by friends in 


ceived directly from donors—came from the fol- 
lowing sources: 





Pkgs. 

Illinois, 9,593 
Wisconsin, 6,969 
Iowa, 4,085 
Michigan, 5,264 
Indiana, 369 
Ohio, 22 
Minnesota, % 4266 
New York, , : : 87 
Pennsy Ivania, ; 4 
Through “Board of Trade, ‘ Chicago, 855 
Unknown, 167 
27,681 


V.—TOTAL CASH RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES. 

The total amount of cash received by the Com- 
mission since its organization, is $307,390 55 
Total amount expended, . . 287,479 76 


Balance in the hands of the Treasurer, 
as per certificate of Auditing Com- 
mittee, dated December 31, 1864, $19,910 79 
VI.—FROM WHERE RECEIVED. 
The above amount of cash collected—$307,- 
390 55—was received from the following sources: 


Citizens of Chicago, : - $40,331 13 
State of [linois, outside of Chicago, 55,541 68 
Iowa, (of which amount, $48, 348, 

was the proceeds of the Northern 

Iowa Sanitary Fair, held at Du- 

buque, September, 1864, 50,229, 40 
Wisconsin, 8,597 86 
Michigan, 7,901 28 
New York, 1,054 75 
Connecticut, 650 78 
Minnesota, 565 02 
Tennessee, proceeds of Ladies’ Fair 

at Memphis, 398 31 
Indiana, 220 53 
California, 203 45 
Pennsylvania, 100 00 
Nebraska, - ‘ : ; 11 60 
iret“ PER ee ee TD yal 5 00 
Missouri, . ; : ; ; 3 40 
Berlin, ie Ht OU hy 10 00 
Bavaria, . ‘ ; 8 00 
Soldiers in the Army, 20 05 
Proceeds of sale of cotton, donated 

to the Commission by Maj. Gen. 

Urs. Grant, .. 1,752 20 
Net cash proceeds of N. W. Sanitary 

Fair, held in Chicago, Oct. 1863, 75,100 27 
Ui Sanitary Commission, expended 

in purchase of potatoes and onions, 

shipped to army in Te:nessee and 

Georgia, 47,168 58 
U.S. Sanitary Commission , expended ; 

for salaries of agents and nurses, 3,526 55 
Amount received from « Hospital 

Fund” of ‘sundry hospitals, and 

expended for purchase of supplies 

as requested by surgeons in charge, 8,654 69 
Amount specially contributed for the 

relief of Union refugees, 1,829 52 


Huntsville, Ala., for relief of pri- 
soners at Camp Douglas, and 
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handed to officer in command, 108 00 | Fuel, . ; \ 285 72 
Soldiers’ Home, Cairo, Ill., amount Sewing-room Expenses— . 
received for ‘‘Savings,” up to De- Brushes, tables, shears and scis- 
scember 1, 1864, 6,398 50 sors, pail, brooms, pitchers, dust 
—-— pan, wash bowl, chairs, stationery, 
Total receipts, . $307,390 55 needles, machine oil, soap, screw 
VII.—ACCOUNT OF EXPENDITURES. driver, carpenter work, and repair- 
The total amount of cash disbursements, as ing Senne meal bts 
; : agree aCe ’ Amount advanced for proposed 
above stated—$2x7,479 76—during three years ‘North-western Sanitary and Sol- 
and two months, was expended as fullows: diers’ Home Fair,” ; 505 33 
Supplies, hospital and sanitary, in- Agents and nurses of tha.Ue 4“ Saeee 
cluding articles of diet, medical tary Commission paid from funds 
supplies, clothing. bedding, hos- received for this purpose, 3,526 55 
pital furniture, ales and liquors, Union refugees, amount specially 
purchased and forwarded to the contributed for this object, 1,840 02 
begins gimp ewe teas and, camp Donel prot moun 
c 3 y - 

Columbus, Paducah and Memphis, $230,645 02 | paints n i 8 Koln 
Material for hospital g gar- | Total expenditures, - $287,479 76 
ments, made up at “the E. W. Buaronrorp, Jreasurer. 

sewing-room, - $9,162 20 —_—--—— 
Cost of making up into NECESSITY OF SANITARY CONMISSION’S © 

shirts, drawers, socks CONTINUANCE. 

and eye-shades, . 758 79 Extract from Report of Dr. M. M. Mansu, 

se Soar ene oO, 29 dated Beaufort, S. C., Dec. 26, 1864, ve- 

Appropriations to Sol- re iat pay t 

diers’ Home, Chicago, $6,000 00 ating o the recent a, ante of a por ton of 
Appropriations to Sol- May. Gen. Foster's. command towards the 

diers’ Home, Dubuque, 1,000 00 Charleston and Savannah Railroad. 
ees Wa ay, 7,000 00 * * > The present Expedition, now four 
Salaries of agents and nurses in the , : ia 

field and at post hospitals, and weeks in progress, has been very exhaustive 

th ase travelling expenses ($1,779 of stores. From the 80th of November to the 

B4) ee 8,965 79 | 6th of December the entiresick and wounded 
Clerk hire at rooms of the Commis- subsisted upon the Commission. This con- 


sion, . 6,178 52 
Labor, for handling, unpacking, tlis- 
tributing, marking and packing 
goods at rooms, loading cars at 
railroad stations, cleaning, paint- | 


dition of things resulted from a lack of com- 
missary stores for the first four days; the 
remaining two, from the slow working of the 
machinery necessary to draw rations after 
arrival on the ground. The-drafts upon 
clothing, too, have been disproportionate to » 
the number of men. All were ordered upon 
\the field in light marching order, 7. e. with 
rubber blankets only, and many of the regi- 
ments were even unprovided with these. ~ 
They were ordered to take five days food only, 


ing and fitting up of office and 
warehouse at Chicago, and labor 
at Soldiers’ Home, Cairo, : 
Drayage, Express and freight, in- 
cluding drayage on goods to and 
from railroad stations, Hxpress 
Company’s charges on money and 
goods, and freight ° Sai on 


goods, 6,383 91 . 5 ; 

Stationery, including paper, en- with the expectation of returming to camp at 
velopes, wrappers, pens; ihk and the expiration of that period. Food was ol- 
blank books, 180 29 | tained from the surrounding country, in 

Printing Circulars advising of sup- part, but the underclothing worn from camp, 
plies needed; &c:; reports of army was the only clothing aside from the issues 
inspection; reports of receipts, bythe C f h 
shipments and disbursements, y t! € anitary ommission, for three suc- 
direction cards, letter and envelope cessive weeks, for almost the entire army. 
headings, labels, blank receipts And during this period was experienced a 
and advertisements, . aie “a storm of wind and rain of unusual length 

beg tine ae and documents, sir m4 and severity, and the mercury for two suc- 

eF rap . re rt ° 

Warehouse and office farnitate and cessive mornings down to 24°. Our issues 
fixtures, including signs, locks and of shirts, drawers and socks exeeeded three 
keys, chisel, watering-pot, pails, thousand each, and blankets proportionate ; 
maps, chairs, oil cloth, desks, saws, but these last will, to an extent, be returned, 
hatchets, skids, matches, eae Pat as their own are obtained from their previous 
penter work, ; 205 91 ix aera d f th 

Rent of office, warehouse and sewing- camp, or te dcelciency Grawn irom we 
roare) use, ,usle teenies Quarter-master. * * * 
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War-Glaim Association 
OF THE 


STATE OF NEW YORK. 
OFFICE, 35 CHAMBERS STREET, 


NEW YORK. ‘ 


PRESIDENT. 
Lisut.-Gen. WINFIELD SCOTT. . 


— 


_ Vicz-PREsipENTs. 


Hon. Haminton Fisk, Apmirau Dupont, 
Joun J. Cisco, Esg., Rup. A. Wirrnaus, Esq’ 


TREASURER.—Rozert B. Minturn, Esq. 
DIRECTORS. 


Hons. E. D. Morgan, 
George Oppykz, 
Hiram Barney, 
Jas W. BrrxMan, 

H. W. Betiows, D.D., 

Joun Jacos Astor, Dante Lorn, 

James Brown, Wixson G. Hunt, 

Wiuuiam H. Aspixwatu,|Rosert L. Sruart, 

JAMES GALLATIN, ALFRED PELL. 


Howarp Portnr, 
Witu1aM E. Dopez, jr., 
THEODORE RoosEVELT, 
PETER Coopmr, 
GEORGE BANCROFT, 


Apply in ye or by letter, to 
HENRY GREENFIELD, Secretary, 
35 CuamBers Srreet, New York. 
OBJECTS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 
lst: To secure the soldiers and sailors and their 


families, any claims for pensions, pay, or bounty, 
ete., without cost to the claimant. 








| 
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2d. To protect soldiers or sailors and their families 
from imposture and fraud. 
3d. To prevent false claims from being made 
against the Government. 
Ath. To give gratuitous advice and information to 
soldiers and sailors or their families needing tt. 


THE U. §, SANITARY COMMISSION 


Was constituted by the Secretary of War in June, 
1861, in accordance with the recommendation of 
the Surgeon-General of the United States Army, 





| and its appointment and plan of organization were 


approved by the President of the United States. 
Its present organization is as follows: 


H. W. Bellows, D.D., New York. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Washington, D. C. 
F. L. Olmsted, California. 

George T. Strong, Esq., New York. 
Elisha Harris, M.D., New York. 

W. H. Van Buren, M.D., New York. 
Wolcott Gibbs, M.D., Cambridge, Mass. 
S. G. Howe, M.D., Boston, Mass. 
C. R. Agnew, M.D., New York. 

J. S. Newberry, M.D., Cleveland, Ohio. 
Rt. Rev. I. M. Clark, Providence, R. I. 
Hon. R. W. Burnett, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Hon. Mark Skinner, Chicago, Il. 

Hon. Joseph Holt, Washington, D. C. 
Horace Binney, jr., Philadelphia, Penna. 
Rev. J. H. Heywood, Louisville, Ky. 

J. Huntington Wolcott, Boston, Mass. 
Charles J. Stillé, Philadelphia, Penna. - 
Ezra B. McCagg, Chicago, Il. 


OFFICERS. 


H. W. Bellows, D.D., President. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Vice-President. 
George T. Strong, Treasurer. 

J. Foster Jenkins, M.D., General Secretary. 
J. S. Newberry, M.D., Associate Secretary. 


STANDING COMMITTEE. 


Henry W. Bellows, D.D. George T. Strong. 
Wm.H.VanBuren,M.D. Wolcott Gibbs, M.D. 
C. R. Agnew, M.D. Charles J. Stillé. 


HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 


The Sanitary Commission has made arrange- 
ments for supplying information gratuitously, 
with regard to patients in all the United States 
General Hospitals. 

For information relative to patients in the Hos- 
pitals in New York, New Jersey, the New England 
States, Eastern Virginia, Maryland, District of Co- 
lumbia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Florida 
and Louisiana, address “ Office of Sanitary Com- 
mission, Washington, D. C.” 

For-the Hospitals in Pennsylvania, address 
‘Office of Sanitary Commission, No. 1307 Chest- 
nut Street, Philadelphia.” 

For the Hospitals in Western Virginia, Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, lowa, Kentucky, Ten- 
nessee, Mississippi, and Arkansas, address “‘ Office 
Sanitary Commission, Louisville, Ky.” 

In all cases the name, rank, company, and regi- 
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ment of the person inquired for should be given, 
and where he was when last heard from. Ifthe 
application is by letter, the answer will be sent 
by return of mail; if in person, it will be answered 
at once; or if by telegraph, an answer will be re- 
turned immediately at the inquirer’s expense. 
ga@s~Soldiers’ Aid Societies, clergymen, editors, 
and others, can scarcely serve the cause of hu- 
manity more effectually than by frequently and 
widely disseminating a knowledge of the above, 
among those who have friends in the army. 


_ SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 


The Sanitary Commission, under special au- 
thority of the President of the United States, 
maintains an extensive systemsof agencies for 
securing the safe conveyance to,.and distribution 
of, goods put in its charge for the sick and 
wounded at points where they are most wanted. 
It operates with equal care and generosity at all 
points—at New Orleans and at Washington, 
before Charleston and at Chattanooga—its dis- 
tributions being governed by a comparison of the 
wants of the patients in all cases. The following 
is a list of depots, to which auxiliary ‘societies 
and all disposed to aid the sick and wounded, 
without reference to States or localities, but sim- 
ply to their relative necessity for assistance, are 
invited to send their offerings: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST. 
CENTRAL DEPOTS OF COLLECTION. 


U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 18 West 
Street, Boston, Mass. 

U. 8S. Sanitary Commission, No. 11 Cooper 
Union, New York. 

U.S. Sanitary Commission, State House, New 
Haven, Conn. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 1307 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia. 


DEPOTS OF DISTRIBUTION. 


U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 244 F Street, 
Washington, D. C. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Camp Distribu- 
tion, Va. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 46 Sharp 
Street, Baltimore, Md. 

U.S. Sanitary Commission, Harper’s Ferry, Va. 

U. 8. Sanitary Commission, Annapolis, Md. 

U.S. Sanitary Commission, Camp Parole, Md. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Norfolk, Va. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, City Point, Va. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Newberne, N. C. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Beaufort, 8. C. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, New Orleans, La 

Temporary Depots for distribution are estab- 
lished from time to time as necessities of the 
service require. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST. 
CENTRAL DEPOTS OF COLLECTION. 


U. S. Sanitary Commission, corner Vine and » 


Sixth Streets, Cincinnati, O. 

U.S. Sanitary Commission, No. 95 Bank Street, 
Cleveland, O. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 66 Madison 
Street, Chicago, Ill. 

U. & Sanitary Commission, No. 2 Adam’s 
Block, Buffale, N. Y. 


U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 59 Fourth 
Street, Pittsburgh, Penna. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 32 Larned _ 
Street, Detroit, Mich. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Columbus, O. 

U.S. Sanitary Commission, Fifth Street, Louis- 
ville, Ky. 

The Commission receives no pecuniary aid 
whatever from the Government, and is wholly 
dependent on the voluntary contributions of the 
public for the means of sustaining its operations. 
Contributions to the Treasury are solicited, and 
may be transmitted to George T. Strong , Esq., 
Treasurer, 68 Wall Street, N. “ys 


SPECIAL RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 
.. EAST. 


“Special Relief” Office, 76 Kingston Street, 
Boston, Mass. 

‘« Special Relief” Office, 1307 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 

‘Soldiers’ Rest,” Buffalo, Exchange street, op- 
posite R. R. Depot. 

“ Soldiers’ Lodge,” Harrisburg, Pa. 

“The Home,” Baltimore, Md. 

“Home for. Wives, Mothers and Children of 
Soldiers,” Annapolis, Md. 

“ Special Relief Office,” No. 389 H Street, 
Washington, D. C., where assistance is rendered 
in procuring Pay, Pensions, Bounty, Prize Money, 
and arrears of Pay and Bounty, and in various 
other ways. 

“The Home,” No. 374 N. Capitol Street, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

‘‘Home for Wives, Mothers and Children of 
Soldiers,” 374 N. Capitol St., Washington, D. C. 

‘‘Lodge No. 4,” for discharged soldiers, No. 
389 H Street, Washington, Da: 

“‘ Lodge No. 5,” near terminus of Washington 
and Alexandria R. R., Maryland Avenue, Wash- 
ington, D. CO. 

‘« Lodge No. 6,” near Steamboat Landing, Sixth 
Street, Washington, DG 

« Alexandria Lodge,” near terminus of Orange 
and Alexandria R. R.,. Alexandria, Va. 

' « Special Relief Office, ” New Orleans, La. 

“The Home,” New Orleans, La. 


WEST. Fy 

Soldiers’ Home, No. 81 Jefferson avenue, De- 
troit, Michigan. 

Soldiers’ Home, Third Street, Cincinnati, Ohio, 
Col. G. W. D. Andrews, Superintendent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Louisville, Ky., James Malona, 
Sup’t. James Morton, Special Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, New Albany, corner of Main 
and State Streets. 

Soldiers’ Home, Cairo, Ill., C. N. Shipman, 
Superintendent and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Nashville, Tenn., Captain I. 
Brayton, Sup’t. Rev. J. Hoblit, Relief Agent 

Soldiers’ Home, Columbus, Ohio, Col. Isaac 
Dalton, Superintendent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Cleveland, Ohio, Joseph Je- 
rome, Superintendent and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Lodge, near landing, Memphis, Tenn., 
C. W. Christy, Superintendent and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Camp Nelson, Ky., Thomas 
Butler, Superintendent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Paducah, Ky. 
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BRANCH, ° Y BNO? Ze 9 5 mp | BRANCH, 
No. 744 Broadway, ’ NVENT LEGS A R ; No. 19 Green Street, 


| Mi 
NEW YORK. BOSTON, Mass. 


WOO M976 Opps Tge k 
PHIL ADELPHIA SS 


Important Information for Soldiers and Sailors who have lost Limbs. 


The ‘‘PaLMEeR” ARM and Lea are now furnished for the mutilated heroes of the Army and Navy, and I have the 
pleasure of presenting extracts from official letters from the Surgeon-General, which will gratify numerous applicants, 
who, in the past, have been led to believe that they must accept an inferior limb, or have no aid from Government. 


J SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
WasHineton City, D.C., Dec. 12, 1863. 
Sir :—The Board of Medical Officers assembled in the City of Philadelphia, for the purpose of examining the different 
models submitted S$ them for an Artificial Arm, having reported * ev ey * * * * 
IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE BoARD, WHEN A SOLDIER MAY DESIRE TO PURCHASE ‘‘THE MORE 
ELEGANT AND EXPENSIVE ARM OF @ALMER,” FIFTY DOLLARS WILL BE ALLOWED TOWARDS PAYMENT FOR UHT SAME. 
By order of the Acting Surgeon-General. C. H. CRANE, Surgeon U.S.A. 


SuRGRON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
WASHINGTON City, D.C., Sept. 20, 1864. 
Srz :—In answer to your letter of the Ist inst., Iam directed to inform you, that the Report and recommendation of 
the Medical Board recently assembled in New York, to examine samples and models of Artificial Limbs, is not designed 
to supersede the recommendation of the former Board, 80 FAR AS REGARDS THE LIMBS MANUFACTURED BY YOU. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, by order of the Surgeon-Ceneral, 


W. C. SPENCER, Assistant Surgeon U.S.A. 
To B. FRANK. PALMER, LL.D., 744 Broadway, New York. 


The Best PALMER LEG is furnished THE SOLDIER FREE 
The Best PALMER ARM, for a SMALL ADVANCE. 
The Best LINCOLN ‘“‘GOVERNMENT” ARM, FREE. 
Prices of the PALMER LIMBS not raised to OFFICERS and CIVILIANS. 


Apply in person, or by letter, at either of the offices Address 


_B. FRANK. PALMER, LL.D., 


President American Artificial Limb Co. 
THE TARR FARM 
% 





PETROLEUM COMPANY, 
OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK. | 


Office, Gl Cedar Street, NWew Worl. 


Capital, $3,000,000. 30,000 Shares, Par Value $100 each. 


TRUSTEES: 


GEORGE P. BRADFORD, Esq., New York. ALANSON A. SUMNER, Albany, N. Y. 
Hon. ROGER AVERILL, Danbury, Conn. E. B. BELDEN, M.D., New York. 
WILLARD PARKER, M.D., New York. J. T. SANGER, New York. 

. JAMES WADSWORTH, New York. 


To all acquainted with the Oil Region of Western Pennsylvania, the name of this Company, 
as indicating its locality, is significant of the great value of its properties. 

There is no better Oil Territory. 

It embraces interests in fee in more than twenty productive wells, and in TweLvz others 
now rapidly approaching completion, while the further development of its large unimproved 
area will, at an early day, greatly increase its product: 

We offer it as a permanent dividend-paying investment. 

A limited amount of this stock can be obtained solely of the undersigned at $50 PER 
SHARE, BEING ONE-HALF OF ITS PAR VALUE. 


The declared dividend for the month is one perent. on its entire capital, to which pur- 
chasers within the month will be entitled. ‘ 


JAMES WADSWORTH & COMPANY, 


No. 61 Cedar Street, New York. 
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Adapted to every branch of business: 
) MANUFACTURED ONLY BY THE ORIGINAL INVENTORS, 


E. & T. FAIRBANKS & C0,, St. Johnsbury, Vermont, 


PRINCIPAL WAREHOUSES: 
FAIRBANKS & CO., No. 252 Broadway, New York. 
FAIRBANKS & BROWN, No. 118 Milk Street, Boston. ‘ 
FAIRBANKS, GREENLEAF & CO., No. 172 Lake Street, Chicago. 
FAIRBANKS & EWING, Masonic Hall, Philadelphia. 
FAIRBANKS & CO., No. 246 Baltimore Street, Baltimore. 


Descriptive Circulars furnished or mailed to any address, on application to either of the above 


| ESTABLISHED 1860. —., 
486 BROADWAY AND 441 BROOME ST. 


SEWING MACHINES 


OF THE MOST APPROVED MAKES, SUCH AS THE 
WHEELER & WILSON, ‘Sea 





W 


GROVER & BAKER, -. 
WILLCOX & GIBBS, 
A. B. HOWE, 7 . 
. | SINGER AND OTHERS. 
TO RENT AND 
| | FOR SALE, 


At MANUFACTURERS’ PRICES, and with the same privileges. Instruction THOROUGH and* 
gratis, at the 


N. Y. SEWING MACHINE EMPORIUM, 


Corner Broadway and Broome Street, New York. 


V. W. WICKES, Jr., Proprietor, . 
486 Broadway, Up Stairs. 
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OFFICE OF THE 


MORRIS 


IRE & NLAND IN NSURANCE 


COLUMBIAN BUILDING, 


CORNER WALL & NASSAU STS. 











Authorized Capital, - - - $5,000,000. 
Cash Capital, paid imn,- - - $200,000. 





This Company issues on the most favorable terms, Policies of Insurance, 


WITH OR WITHOUT PARTICIPATION IN PROFITS, 


against loss or damage by fire, on Dwelling Houses, Stores, and all kinds of 
Buildings, and on Household Furniture and other Property, and on Vessels and 
their Cargoes, while lying in Port. 


Losses will be Promptly Adjusted and Paid. 





DIRECTOR S. 


EDWARD ROWE, JOHN D. BATES, JOSEPH MORRISON, 
ALBERT G. LEE, FRED. H. BRADLEE, DAN’L W. TELLER, 
GEORGE MILN, EDWARD C. BATES, HENRY J. CAMMANN, 
J. C. MORRIS, WILLIAM MACKAY, S. N. DERRICK, 
ROBT BOWNE, BENJ. E. BATES, CHARLES HICKOX, 
EZRA NYE, B. U. MORRIS, Jr., N. O. NIMS. 


B. C. MORRIS, President, 
WM. M. WHITNEY Secretary. 
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F. RATCHFORD STARR, General Agent, 


400 Walnut Street, Philadetphia. 


The Mutual Life Insurance Company of New York. 


F. S. WINSTON, PREsIDENT. 


Cash Assets over Eleven and a half Millions of Dollars. 


Policies known as “ Non- Forfeiting,” on the terms they express, on the Ten- Year plan, issued by this 


Company, possess advantages in profits: ‘and rates of premiums, greater than are offered by any other Life 
Company. 





Widows’ & Orphans’ Benefit Life Ins. Co. of New York. 


LUCIUS ROBINSON. PRESIDENT. 
Cash Capital, $200,000. 


Many of the Trustees and other officers of this Company are connected with the well-known Mutvau 
_ Lire Insurance Company or New York, and the intimate and amicable relations between the two 
Companies, guarantee favorable results to Policy-holders. 


Universal Life Insurance Company of New York. 


JOHN WADSWORTH, PREsivDENT.. 
Cash Capital, $200,000. 


This Institution has been formed for the benefit of those who, because of imperfect health, are unable 
to obtain policies in other companies. It thus meets the case of thousands who have been turned away 


disappointed in their efforts to provide for their families, and of a still larger number who have felt it use- 
less to apply for insurance. 


Every information may be had, on application, by letter or otherwise, to 


Ate, RATCHFORD STARR, General Agent, * 
400 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Insurance against Accident by the 


TRAVELERS’ INSURANCE COMPANY, 


HARTFORD, CONN. : 
, CAPITAL, = = aa SSO0,09oo. 


JAMES G. BATTERSON, Presrpent. 


+ 


Insurance effected in this Company against ACCIDENTS of every bouarel A 
Yearly Policies will be issued for a Premium of 


Fifteen Dollars, 
granting Insurance to the amount of 
Five Thousand Dollars 
against loss of life by any accident whatever. 


Twenty-Five Dollars | ; 
secures a Policy for 
Five Thousand Dollars, 


together with $25 per week compensation for personal injury, ‘incapacitating the assured from his ~ 


ordinary business. 
‘ Fifty Dollars Premium 


secures a Full Policy for $10,000 and $40 per week compensation for all and every description of 
Accident. 


Policies for $500, with $3 per week compensation, can be had for $3 Premium, or any other 
sum between $500 and $10,000 at proportionate rates. 


Ww. W. ALLEN, Agent, 
404 WALNUT STREET. 
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Treasurer, (G. T. Strona, 68 Wail street, New York, or No. 1307 Chestnut street, Philadelphia,) will 
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FOR THE SOLDIERS. 


BY A. E. 


A CALL came up from the soldier’s camps, 
And sounded in our ears, 

Above all the roar of the heavy guns, 
And the ringing battle-cheers. 

It said: “We are fighting for you, for yours, 
In the forefront of danger we stand. 

We are driving the ranks of the rebels back; 
Will you lend us a helping hand? 


“ We give you all of our health and strength ; 
We are flinging our lives away ; 

Our days and nights, they are spent for you; 
Will you give to us just one day ?” 

And the farmers afar, in the Prairie State, 
Heard the call as it sounded by; 

' And they answered the voice from the far-off camps 

With a cheerful, whole-souled “ Aye!” — 


. A little girl stood and watched the teams, 
With their treasures running o’er, 
_ With their loads of the full-eared, yellow corn, 
Drive up to her father’s door; 
Till the rosy apples, and onions white, 
_And squashes, golden and round, 
That the farmers brought of their hard-earned stores, 
Lay heaped all over the ground. - 


And she said; “ Oh, papa! I have nothing to give 
That the soldiers would care to hold; 

I am so sorry I am so small— 
I have neither silver nor gold. ; 

There is my doll, and my hoop, and all my toys, 
But they don't want those, you see; 

And they would not care for the games nor the books 

_ Of a little girl like me, 

f 


“T think, papa, it is very hard; 
T have thought all my playthings o’er, 
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And there isn’t a thing they would want to take ; 
I wish I wasn’t so poor. 

I am sure there is nothing I would not give 
To make their work some less—” 

And here she stopped, for her little pet lamb 
Was pulling at her dress. 


They had played together—the child and lamb— 
All the long, bright summer days; 

It had shared her supper of bread and milk ; 

_' She had taught it its winsome ways. 

It would run at the sound of its whispered name 
To the mistress it loved so well, 

As She loved it, her darling little pet, 
Far better than I could tell. . 


She stopped, and looked in her father’s face, 
And her eyes grew large and wide; 
Then she flung her arms round the lamb’s soft neck, 
And knelt down by its side. 
And her eyes grew full of the blinding tears 
That she could not wipe away ; 
And, “O papa! my darling lamb !” 
Was all that she could say. 


And closer and closer she held it then, 
And faster the tears ran down, 
Till she lifted her head and spake again, 
Through the sobs that her words would drown : 
“OQ papa! I never had thought of this; 
It is all my own, you know. 
O pet! you must go for our soldiers brave. 
My darling! I love you so.” 


And, stronger growing: “Oh! yes, papa, 
You must not look so grave, 

Why, they give up their aims and lives for us ; 
It is everything I have! 

It isn’t much ; I’m a Little girl; 
But perhaps, if you tell them so, 

They will take it with all the higger things. 
O darling! I love you so,” 


994. 


an 


I think the angels looked down from heaven, 
With tears in their shining eyes, 
At the tearful little upturned face, 
And the noble sacrifiee. 
God love her, and bless her, and save the land 
That claims her among’ its brave, j 
Who, ’mid their tears, with unfaltering hand, 
Have given all they have! 


AMBULANCES,* 
[Continued from No. 21.] 

An ambulance has recently been con- 
structed by. Dr. B. Howard, of New York, 
late of the United States Army, which 
seems to combine in an eminent degree the 
various advantages so much desired in ve- 
hicles of this description. (See diagrams 
in last No. of BULLETIN.) 

1. Toenable the badly wounded to be easily 
loaded and unloaded, two litters or beds are 
provided, made of wood, like an ordinary 
shutter, with sliding handles at each cor- 
ner, as seen at figure A BC. Upon this 
the patient is easily shifted, and without any 
further disturbance. The litter is slid into 
the ambulance on rollers, g, figure F and H. 
In the same way the patient is removed 


on arrival at the hospital, and without be- | 


ing disturbed until he reaches his bed. 

2. If part or all the patients are able to 
sit up, one, or both of the litters can be slid 
into a compartment provided for that pur. 
pose under the floor of the ambulance, as 
seen at figure H n, showing the interior 
with steel rollers in the floor of the com- 
partment on which the litters slide. There 
are six permanent seats, each situated trans- 
versely, and each a corner seat with back 
and cushioned sides. This gives a comfort- 
able purchase, secures the patients against 
much: of the usual jolting, and prevents 
them being driven against each other in 
going over rough roads. The seats 
are let into the frame of the platform as 
seen at Dh, F 8; the rollers being fixed 
about a quarter of an inch above them, 
‘so that the bed sliding on them do 
not chafe the cushions. 


* The statement in last BULLETIN that members of Com- 
mission constructed the ambulanceisan error. Dr. How- 
ard is the inventor. 
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ambulance, as also both sides of the back of 
the driver’s seat, and the inside of the up- 
per section of the tail-board, are cush- 
ioned, while the middle seats have for a 


back a wide leathgr strap, like that used 


in stage-coaches; thus each seat is. Suderell 
very commton ante and being transverse in- 


stead of longitudinal, is in every respect 


easier for the patient. 


3. In order to diminish the motion of the 


body of the ambulance, and prevent rolling 
and pitching so intolerable in the ordinary 
ambulance, semi-elliptical springs have been 
substituted for the elliptical ones. ! 
keep the body of the ambulance steady, and 
are very strong, while they have a bey 
elasticity. 


-4. In order that the limited motion thus 


_ obtained, be*so modified as to give least jar 


to patients, internal counterpoise springs are 


used, the delicacy of which may be modi- 


fied to any extent desired. 


The platform or frame on which the seats 
and beds rest, of which an internal view — 


of one side is seen at D, and an external one 
at Hi, is as long but not so wide by about two 
inches, as the inside of the body of the 
ambulance. 

Between the inside of the. body and the 
frame of the platform, is an interspace, 


I’ pp, this ‘is occupied by two lateral 


semi-elliptical steel springs on either side, 


fastened at the center of their are to the 
inside of the body of the ambulance, as at 


¥' 10, the feet of which play upon iron 
plates on the outside of the frame H a. Op- 
posite the center of the arc on the frame is 
fixed a block of soft rubber so that on the 


application of much force, it should be re- 
ceived by the rubber blocks which thus act. 


as buffer. 

The platform or frame on which the seats 
and beds rest, stands upon four iron 
stanchions, each of which rests on springs 
like the lateral springs described above, but 
much stronger, 
Dc, represents the iron stanchions resting 


on steel springs, the feet of which play upon 


These 


as seen at D. Figure 


“ The Sanitary Commission ~Bulletin. 





iron plates let into the floor of the ambu- 
lance at c.. The spring is restrained in its 
motion upwards by an iron staple, and when 
‘by an unusual weight it is pressed down 
heavily, the force is received by a block of 
soft india-rubber enclosed within the staple. 
An impulse communicated to the floor of 
the ambulance, instead of being propagated 


_ to the beds or seats, causes a counteraction - 


downwards of the spring at @, which, if the 
force be very great, spends itself upon the 
block of rubber, d. In this way, both 
laterally and perpendicularly, a constant 
poise is preserved, and what would other: 
wise be a very violent jar is reduced to lit- 
tle more than a vibration. The steadiness 
of the entire vehicle is preserved by the 


stout semi-elliptical spring beneath the 


body, and the delicacy regulated to any de- 
gree by the internal counterpoise springs 
within the body. 

). That the water may be carried securely, 
‘immobility of the vessel containing it during 
transportation is necessary. This is effected 
by substituting for the casks in ordinary 
use, a tank, G, which slides into a groved 
bed, and is secured by an ordinary fasten- 
ing. The tank is made of wood, lined with 
zine and bound with metal bands. It is 
readily accessible, the spigot protruding 
through the tail-board as in figure N and 
R 2, and is fully protected during loading 
and unloading by the upper section of the 
tail-board, which falls down over it. 

6. In a military point of view, it pos- 
Sesses a great advantage in this, that beside 
the prescribed articles which may be car- 
ried in the driver’s box, a large amount of 
medical supplies may be carried in the body 
of the ambulance, without interfering with 
the comfort of badly wounded patients. 

There being but four stanchions, and 
these being close up to the side of the am- 
bulance, the entire body beneath the plat- 
form is free for transportation of supplies. 
It is during the first. few days after great 
battles, and on almost every occasion after 
eavalry engagements, that from the neces- 

« econ £h- 
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sary absence of the supply wagons, the 
wounded are most likely to suffer. By 
packing hospital and other supplies, and 
thus occupying the available space in a cer- 


. tain number of these ambulances in each 


division and train, the proper care of the 
sick and wounded would not be impeded by 
the absence of the trains, everything neces- 
sary being always on hand sufficient to last 
for several days of active operations. 

7. Although at first sight this ambulance’ 
might appear somewhat complicated, theré — 
is nothing about it which is liable to get out 
of repair. No spiral spring or anything of ° 
a fragile nature is introduced. One of the 
best guarrantees of this may be the fact 
that in the construction of the first ambu- 
lance of this kind, and the one which was 
most fully tested, abiithe except the blocks 
of rubber was used which was not found in 
old ambulances or otherwise on hand at the 
repair shops of the Army of the Potomac, | 
in the field. E 

8. The various parts are so simple that 
any one of them being broken could be at 
once repaired in any ambulance camp or 
battery in the field. The internal springs 
which are more subject than any other part 
perhaps, to accident, consists simply of sin- 
ele leaves of the ordinary ambulance spring, 
and could be introduced or exchanged in a 
few minutes. Like the common ambulance, 
it is drawn by two horses. 

There is an arrangement for suspension 
of fractures of the lower extremity, which 
is very grateful to the patients. . Two pa- 
rallel iron bars are attached to the roof of 
the ambulance longitudinally over each bed, 
between which runs a roller with a depen- 
dent hook. The fractured limb being placed 
in a double inclined plane, or other splint, 
a bandage is passed through terrestra of the 
box splint, and then carried over the hook 
from’ which the limb is suspended. 

In this way, instead of the jolting and 
jarring so commonly experienced, simple 
oscillation is substituted, or if desired, guys 
of bandage may be so extended to the up- 
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rights of the ambulance as to render the 
limb nearly motionless duriag transporta- 
tion. 

An iron looped rack and clasp K and L, 
are also fixed to each side of the ambulance 
in which»stretchers of any size may be 
firmly carried without motion or loss during 
transportation. ) 

We are indebted to Dr. Howard for the 
description of the plates, and have given it 
in his own language. 

Ambulance Train.—There is a regimen- 
tal ambulance train, a brigade, and corps 
train, with a chief over each. 
chief for corps is that of captain, for each of 
the others of first and second lieutenant re- 
spectively. They are all under charge of 
Medical Director. | 

Six stretcher bearers go with each regi- 
ment of not less than five hundred men, 
and two men with each ambulance. 


It is the duty of the stretcher bearers to 
take the wounded from the field, and carry 
them to the ambulances, by which they are 
taken to the field hospitals, and as these be- 
come filled, to remove those patients who 
may be able to bear transportation to base 


or post hospitals, which are usually several 


miles distant. 


DEFINITIONS. 
People are often puzzled about the mean- 
ing of certain military terms, an understand- 
ing of which would afford them an intelligent 
appreciation of our military operations, and 
to meet this defect, we propose to give 
in the BULLETIN a series of explana- 
tions of a few technical terms used in the 
army, which we gather chiefly from the 
Military Dictionary of Col. H. L. Scott, 
Inspector General, United States Army. 
Abetis.—(French,) are rows of felled trees, 
deprived of their smaller branches, the re- 
mainder being sharpened to a point, and em- 
ployed for blocking up roads, defending 
houses, or isolated posts, as well as more for- 


The rank of | 
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trees may be cut down on either side, and al- © 
lowed to fall across it, so that their disen- 
gagement is rendered very difficult, and the 
road rendered impassable, as is seen in 





In fig. 2, which represents an intrench- 
ment, they are usually fixed in an upright 
position at the outer boundary of the 
ditch, (countersarp), so that they are con- 
sealed from an advancing enemy. . 3 

They are also placed at the foot of the 
slope, (glacis) in front of the works, the 
plane of which is broken so as to conceal 
the abatis from the view of the enemy, and 
to guard against obstructing the fire from 
the parapet, where the figure of a man stands 
with his musket. 





every regiment or detachment to assemble 
in case of sudden alarm. 

Approaches are the first, second and 
third parallels, trenches, saps, mines, &c., by 
which the besiegers approach a fortified. 
place. 3 Maa 5 

Apron.—A piece of sheet lead, used to 
cover the vent of a cannon. 

Arm.—Infantry, artillery and cavalry are 
arms of the service. 

Armorer.—The person who makes, cleans 
or repairs arms. 

Artillery.—The word is more ancient 
than the use of gunpowder, and was applied 
to machines of war in very early times. 
‘And Jonathan gave his artillery unto 
his lads, and said unto him, go carry them 


midable intrenchments or fortifications. | to the city.” Javelins, spears, and arrows 


When a road passes through a forest, the 


| were the artillery of those days. - 
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AUXILIARY RELIEF CORPS. 
; IT ORIGINATED 


in the need of “personal service” by 
‘earnest men among sick and wounded sol- 
diers. Up to the date of its organization, 
May 1, 1864, the Sanitary Commission had 
confined its work in the field mainly to the 
distribution of supplies upon the requisition 
of surgeons. In some instances, it had es- 
tablished temporary feeding stations after 
battles, but had never attempted organized 
systematic personal work in hospitals or 
among wounded on the field. 


} 


This the Auxiliary Relief Corps was de- 


signed to do, and has done.’ 
' ‘WHEN? 

Arriving at Belle klain, with forty men, 
in season to meet) the first wounded from 
the battle of the Wilderness, leaving a de- 
tachment there, the balance pushed on to 
Fredericksburg, where twenty thousand 
wounded arrived in twenty days. The 


Corps was increased largely by volunteers, ' 


and consisted, at times, of one hundred to 
one hundred and fifty men; devoted, earnest, 
self-sacrificing, saving, as we believe, many 
lives, and helping to restore order in that 
bloody chaos. Going on to Port Royal, 


by his noble service. He has fought for 
us. perilled for us limb and life, that we 
and ours may enjoy, in peace, both life and 
limb; that our Union may be unbroken— 
our nation intact. 

4. Because we believe that such soldier 
brother is entitled from the people, the go- 
vernment and from us, to all of ome com- 
forts. We, as the representatives of the 
people, are called upon to strive for this. 
We shall fail to arrive at this high standard, 
it is incompatible with field service, but we 
have always this ‘high mark,” to work up 
to, and ought never to be content while we 
fall below it. é 

5. Every one of these men should be 
presumed to be patriots. True, some have 
enlisted for bounties, some are i,norant and 
vile, but we must not inquire into the moral 
status of each man. We cannot stop for 
that. It would not be safe if we could. 
“ Judge not,” &. ’Tis enough that we 
know here isasuffering man, whether white 
or black, in blue, grey or butternut, he 
needs our help. | 

6. Shall we do less for him than for the 
sick or wounded stranger found by the road- 
side at home ?—fallen there perhaps, by his 
own imprudence, degraded, brutal even, but 


White House and City Point, at-all of , stilla man. Do we not open our doors, 


which places, with four hundred different 
agents, at least seventy-five thousand pa- 
tients have been served, between May 1, 
1864, and January 1, 1865. The agents 
have represented all shades of religious 
opinion, and have been drawn from the 
various walks and occupations of life, and 
have consisted of Rev. Doctors, Professors, 
Surgeons, Divinity, Medical and Law Stu- 
dents, Merchants, Clerks, etc., etc. 

The Corps now numbers thirty-five men, 
stationed in the 2d, 5th, 6th, 9th, 25th, 
Cavalry, and Post aortas and Feeding 
Stations, at City Point and Point of Rocks. 


WwHy? ; 


1. To engure faithful, prompt and discrect 
distribution of supplies by the right men to 
the right men. 

2. It makes the soldier feel he has a 
friend by his side, to hear his requests, 
grant them if in his power, be at once 
nurse, adviser, friend and brother. 

8. Because we claim that, in this war, 
every soldier is our brother—more akin to 
us, for the time, than the son of our own 
mother, The one is ours by accident of 
birth ; the other has earncd his relationship 


public or private, and give him bed, fire, 
clothing, food, and personal comforts, and 
personal attention? Shall we do less for 
him who has fallen in the field in the 
noblest. service ? 

Our premises granted, the claim allowed, 
the work has been done— 


How ? 


What is the process ?—As at present or- 
ganized,. this auxiliary work is confined 
generally to the Base or “ Depot Field Hos- 


‘pitals,” as they are called. 


Arriving at City Point, for instance, with 
the army, as soon as hospitals are located, 
a relief station is established in each 
corps hospital, with five to ten agents, 
under charge of one of them as cay tain. 
They occupy, say three hospital tents, one 
each for store-room, sleeping-room and 
clothing. In addition to these are reading 
and writing-rooms for soldiers when oppor- 
tunity offers. : 

To these stations supplies are brought : 
daily from the Sanitary Commission Supply 
Dep t or Barge, upon the requisition of the 
captain, who makes draft for supplies, ac- 
cording to the number of patients and their 


ra 


998 


peculiar necessities. These requisitions are 


revised by the Superintendent of the agents 


who has a general supervision of the whole 


corps, assigning men to duty, transferring or 


relieving them, and conducting the corre- 


spondence with the other departments. A 
certain nam ber of tents or wards are as- 


signed to each agent, whose duty it is to 


visit them several times each day, according 
to the patient’s needs, and to become ac- 
quainted with inmates, nurses, ward-masters 
and surgeons. These relations established, 
he ascertains the wants of each patient, and 
distributes to them personally the stores of 
the Commission, always, of course, subject 


to the direction of the surgeon; as no man. 


or organization ought, in a hospital, to be 


independent of the medical authorities. 


Non-attention to this has caused much mis- 
chief, and created much of the prejudice 
heretofore existing towards civilians in the 
army hospitals. | 

The list appended to this, of articles dis- 
tributed in November, by the corps will 
show the class of needs which are met. 

It can be readily seen that such relations 
can be established between agent and pa- 


tient, by his daily visits, at the bedside, as 


will enable him to learn precisely what is 
wanted, and how best to mect that want. 

This list ot course, does not include the 
distribution of supplies to the division and 
regimental hospitals at the front, or to the 
men in the trenches. 

It should also be noted that the issues in 
November were smaller than during any 
previous month, since the campaign com- 
menced. During the summer months they 
were at least double that amount. 


PERSONAL AND VOLUNTARY SERVICE. 


The personal service in addition to the 
distribution of supplies, consists of reading 
to, writing for, and conversing with- the 
the patient, giving a cheerful air to the 


tent, relieving him of the tedium of. sick- | 
ness, and by many little attentions, giving | 


him a taste of home comforts, by the bro- 
thers sympathy manifested. 

This service is more acceptable from the 
fact that it is voluntary ; for although the 
soldier nurse may be kind and attentive, 
the patient knows that he is assigned to 
that duty, that it is compulsory, while 
the.corps agent is presumed to be there 
from no other motive than to relieve the 
suffering body and raise the drooping spifits. 
This distinction is fruitful of profitable re- 
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flections, valuable at home and in society, 
as well as in the army and in the hospital. — 
In additien to these duties, are the 
answers to be made to daily inquiries from 
the homes of the patients as to their condi. 
tion, their last hours and burial places, 
arranging for embalming and forwarding 
bodies and their effects, and innumerable 
‘little duties,” apparently trifling in them- 
selves, but productive of much comfort and 
consolation to patient and relations. 





EMERGENCIES. 


Besides this regular hospital service, the 
agents are called upon to feed wounded 
in trains, as they are brought in from the 
field, and to go at a moment’s warning to a 
temporary field hospital, after battles, to 
supply immediate needs. A permanent 
Feeding station is maintained near the Hos- 
pital landing at City Point, to supply occa- 
sional needs of patients passing to the 
transports, and to be prepared for emergen- 
cies likely to arise in case of a repetition 
of the scenes of last summer. | 


THE SPECIAL DIET KITCHENS 


| in these base hospitals are furnished, by the 


relief stations, with many needed arti- 
cles which Government does not supply; 
for instance, tomatoes, canned mutton and 
beef, canned fruits, dried fruit, lemons, 
crackers, jellies, chocolate, flavoring ex- 
tracts, spices and certain cooking utensils, 
and oftentimes, when the Government sup- 
ply temporarily fails, with milk, apples, 
white sugar, tea, pickles, corn starch, farina, 


&e., &e. wy 
SHOULDERS TO THE WHEEL. 


In a word, the Sanitary Commission be- 
lieves that too much cannot be done for the 
sick and wounded soldier. _ It believes that 
the best personal service is due to him, and 
to illustrate that belief, the Auxiliary Relief 
Jorps is at work. . 

The writer “ knows whereof he doth af- 
firm” when he commends the “ Auxiliary’ 
Corps,’ a part of which he has been. He 
knows it ought to be appreciated and sus- 
tained, and he knows it will be, if the 
people appreciate and sustain the Sanitary 
Commission. 

No man properly appreciates his duty 
who does nothing for his country in this 
crisis: Shoulders were not made alone to 
bear a knapsack or a gun. They must be 

put to the wheel. Every man should, either 
by his personal presence, or his pocket and 


ng 
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his prayers, push on this work. The neg- 
lect to do it will be a cold’ record to read 
years hence. And let him remember, that 
if he has a friend or a brother in the army, 


he may yet need and receive friendly and 


brotherly care from the agents of the Com- 


mission. PB 
New Yuar, 1865. ; 


A VISITOR’S THOUGHTS. 


_ What does the Sanitary Commission give 


to the soldiers? Shirts, drawers, socks? 
Yes, and much more. Preserved fruits, 
cordials and delicacies? Yes, but more than 
these. — oh 

Let me tell our friends of the North, that 


and haying had ample facilities of judging 
as to which of your many gifts was really 
the greatest blessing to the soldier, I am 
fully. prepared to say, that the noblest ser- 
vice done by the Commission for the army 


‘is the bestowal of Goop MEN as Relief 


Agents. I do not belong to the Relief 
Corps myself, therefore I feel no delicacy 
in speaking my mind. Down in the hospi- 
tals a man has no fictitious-value, as men 
often have in our social system in the North. 


Down there, a man is seen at his true value, . 


and the accidental accessories of dress are 


of no account. Keeping these facts in view, 


I wish our northern friends to know that 
there are many God-sent men among our 
agents—men to whom “the world is as 
dross’—men who are spending their lives 
and their private means in doing acts of 


_ mercy to ‘the boys.’’. 


You are doubtless in the habit of reading 
in the BULLETIN the “reports” sent in by 
these men, but I assure you that these re- 
ports give but a poor idea of the many 
nameless deeds of mercy done by our agents 
daily ; and they are not the men .to blazon 
their charities in print. In fact they don’t 
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- having just returned from a southern tour, - 


| 





think they are doing anything at all, but” 


seem to count themselves “unprofitable 
servants.” Good Mr. B., at Point-of Rocks, 


_ told me one day with reference to his work 


among the sufferers, that he had got “ cal- 
lous,” and yet during my visit to that 
station I learned some things regarding his 


self-sacrificing devotion to the soldiers, that 


might well put to the blush many of the 
more flaunting and showy charities that are 
current in the world. 

I could particularize many instances of 
large-hearted goodness that came under my 


notice down South. But I must not—it 


J 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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would be a desecration. These men ask ‘no 
praise, and what I have said is forced from 
me by the barest justice. W. 4H. H. 


The Army and the Commission, 
LETTER FROM GENERAL SPRAGUE. 
Pocotauieo, 8. C., January 19, 1865. 
Dr. M. M. Marsa, 


Inspector U. 8. Sanitary Commission, Beaufort, 8. C. 

Dear Srr:—Your note of this morning 
is received, and the generous supply of sani- 
tary stores you’so kindly furnished to this 
command. We are surprised that you are 
able to supply us so bountifully.. The good . 
things shall be faithfully distributed among 
the troops. © 

God bless the Sanitary Commission and 
the noble-hearted people who sustain it. 

Yours, truly, 
J. W. SPRAGUE, 
Brigadier General. 


LETTER FROM A CHAPLAIN. 


Heap Quarrsrs, lst Conn. ARTILLERY, 
Broapway Lanpin@, neAR City Point, Va. 


January 7,1865. 

Dr. W. F. Swat, 

Agent Sanitary Commission, City Point. 

My Dear Sir.—lIt is with pleasure that 
I make this acknowledgment of the benefit 
which our Regimental Hospital has recieved 
from the stores of the Sanitary Commission. 

From the 18th May to the 5th December, 


| 1864, at which time I made out: these sta- 


tistics, we had 526 patients, of these 29 had 
died, 46 had been sent to the General Hos- 
pital and 414 had been returned to duty. 
The aggregate number of days of all spent 
in hospital was, to that date, 10,207, giving 
an average of 19-4 days for each patient. 
It is fair to estimate, that had the men been 
sent to the General Hospitals, they could 
not have found their way back under twice 
that time. The numbers and efiiciency of 
the Regiment have been correspondingly 
promoted. 

The stores of farina, corn starch and 
canned milk obtained from the Sanitary 
Commission have made up the deficiencies 
of the supplies drawn from Government. 
And the other liberal supplies of tomatoes, 
beef-stock, crackers, vegetables, lemons, 
pickles, shirts, drawers, sovks, not to speak 
of many minor matters, have, in my opinion, 
greatly conduced to the comfort and quicker 
recovery of the patients. [ am able to tes- 


_ tify, on the authority of the hospital cools, 


that his department has never been so well 


1000 


supplied with an abundant variety, as it has > 


during this campaign. 

Thanking you Dr. Swalm, and the gentle- 
men connected with you at City Point, in 
the trying and delicate duties of the Sani- 
tary Commission, for the unvarying courtesy 
with which I have been met and the readi- 
ness with which my requisitions have been 
filled, I have the honor to be 

Very faithfully yours, 


S. FermMor JARVIS, 
Chaplain, 1st. Conn. Artillery. 


The People and the Commission. 
One of the grand* results of the present 
war has been the development of the people 


in the direction of unity and fraternization. ' 


Union, not based on a dogma, but on the 
idea of nationality—Fraternity, not found- 
ed on a tradition, but on the fact of a com- 
mon brotherhood. 

The element in community that distracts 
the people from the idea of nationality, is 
that which has its source in local pride and 
jealousy. States have risen against the 
Nation from which they came and by which 
they were sustained. 

The element in social society that favare 
the people from the fact of a common bro- 
therhood, is that which makes caste the 
judge of merit. Man has risen against his 
brother because circumstances have favored 
him with power and place. 

The strife of these opposing principles, 1s 
the strife of right against might. The peo- 
ple are in it, tothe full. It not only affects 
us in our political and social relations, but 
in our religious interests. Intolerance and 
bigotry, under whatever form, and by what- 
ever name, are traitors against the common 
instincts of the race, as well as against the 
purest developments of the human mind: 
traitors as real, as are the political leaders 
of the National rebellion. 

Our hospitals are crowded with men of 
all shades of religious belief.. The Calvin- 
ist is there; the Arminian is there; the 
Hebrew and Romanist are there; men of no 
» creed are there; men of deep thought and 
conviction, but with judgments in religious 


‘observance of his peculiar faith? 
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questions unformed, are there, as well as the 
thoughtless, heedless and profane. 

What is the duty-of the people towards 
these thousands of sick and helpless ones? 
They are our brothers, afflicted and needing 
care; not physical comfort only, such as 
watching and nursing can give, but such 


mental, moral and christian aid as the real 


heart and soul of the people can bestow, 
under the inspiration of their highest duty. 

Has any individual a right, or any class 
or combination of individuals a right to as- 
sume the dictatorship in the matter of re- 
ligious instruction? Has the Romanist a 
right to enforce his rosary or confession ’ 
Has the Hebrew a right to insist upon the 
Has the 
Arminian a right to declare his message of 
free grace, or the Calvinist to claim that all 
are predestined to a doom that cannot be 
averted or avoided? ‘The common sense . 
and democratic sense of the people join, in 
the reply, that what is the right of one, is 
the right of all, and what is the right of all 
is equally the right of each; that in this — 
matter of religious teaching, no class of peo- 
ple has any exclusive privilege, and that the 
Government has not recognized and cannot — 
recognize any form of faith to be taught in 
the Army, to the exclusion of other forms. 

The Jew and Romanist, the Universalist: 
and Calvinist, the Unitarian and Arminian 
are each equally under the protection of the 
law, and each has the moral support of Gov-— 
ernment alike in the respective administra- 
tion of their religious creeds among the sol- 
diers of our army and navy. — 

One thing the people seem to forget in 
their zéeal—it is this—that, though the 
soldier becomes virtually a machine phy- 
sically, acting under orders all the time, 
drawing his very food and clothing by 
requisitions from the Goverment—going nor 
coming, sleeping nor waking, without leave 
—that he is still a responsible moral agent 
in the sight of his Maker. And though 
his movements are under the guidance of | 
law, his instincts, thoughts, aspirations and 
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_ inspirations belong to himself and his Maker 
alone. They forget too, that in the employ- 
ment of these inner faculties, he is an inde- 
pendent being, that he has a.right to draw 
from sources around him, such aliment as 
he prefers for the supply of his moral appe- 
tite. The iron rule of military order cannot 
check asingle aspiration of his unseen nature, 
but in spite of all else beside, he will be a 
morally responsible being. 

In dealing with him, we must ever bear 
this in mind, remembering that he is like 
ourselves, and that we are like him in this 
attribute of moral responsibility. 

This great principle is fully recognized by 
the U.S. Sanitary Commission. While its 
work is eminently and essentially a Chris- 
_ tian work, and the prevailing sentiment of 
its members, as well as the ruling influence 
of its deliberations is what is technically 
called orthodox or evangelical, there un- 
derlies it all, the great, broad, catholic idea 
of the brotherhood and equality of the race ; 
while there rests over and above and around 
it, the bright cloud of mercy from on High, 
so that no state lines shall limit its action, or 
no denominational caste chill its benevo- 
lence. | 

Tt antagonizes no smaller or rival associa- 
tions, but rather rejoices to witness the idea 


of unity and fraternity leavening to some ex-— 


_ tentall of them. Separate state agencies have 
nearly run their day, because this is a war for 
the union of states, and the war is fulfillme 
its mission. Other associations having also 
a narrower platform originally, find them- 
selves, either dwindling into dwarfage, or 
under the elevating inspiration of the times, 
and of the spirit of the times, creating 
broader foundations, that are more enduring 
than traditional dogmas. 


& GENEROUS GIFT. 


A most pleasing donation was received 
by the New England Women’s Auxiliary 
Association last week, from the boys in the 
Massachusetts School Ship. These boys 
who are inmates of a reform institution, had 
saved some spars which were drifting off in 


and coffee for sick men! 
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storm; and the owners of the spars had pre- 


sented them with fifteen dollars as salvage. 
This sum the boys, by a unanimous vote, pre- 
sented to the Association. Considering the 
limited means of the givers, this is one of 
the most generous gifts which the Commis- 
sion has recently received, and it is valuable 
as showing how universal is the sympathy 
felt for our good cause. | 
JANUARY 24, 1865. 


NECESSITY FOR THE CONTINUANCE OF THE 
U. 8. SANITARY COMMISSION. 
Extracts from Report of L. V. BEEBE, con- 
cerning provision for sick U. S. Soldiers, 
exchanged prisoners, while in transit from 
Charleston, S. C., to Annapolis, Md., on 
Steam Transport, Northern Light, De- 

cember, 1864. 


The next morning after we were placed 
on different vessels at Fortress Monroe, I 
learned that Col. Mulford had been in- 
structed by Gen. Butler not to receive any 
agents of either Commission. Of course as 
we were already in the fleet with our sup- 
plies and ourselves, the order came too late, 
and we were allowed to accompany the ex- 
pedition. But suppose we had not been 
allowed to go? How would have fared 
those poor, starved, sick men, who are firstly 
entitled, not only to sympathy, but to every 
attention the Government can bestow upon 
them. For the Steamship ‘Northern 


Light” nothing but the army ration was pro- 


vided, except fifty pounds of split peas, 
fifty pounds of rice, and a small quantity of 
corn starch and farina. (This was the Hos- 
pital Boat. ) : 

The army ration, hard tack, bacon, ham 
‘For men, most 
of whom could not masticate such food, and 
none of whom had stomachs fit to receive it. 
To give it to them, though they craved it, 
would have been poison to nine-tenths. In- 
deed [ have no hesitation in saying that I 
believe men did die on that ship because 
they did have small bits of meat. As for 
the other few articles enumerated above, 
how far would such a limited quantity go 


| among so many men, particularly, when we 


had from two hundred to six hundred on 
board, from the seventh to the seventeenth, 
ten days. : , 

Nothing but army rations were provided 
for the officers, (many of them right from 
the hospitals), and they would have had no- 
thing else, if I had not supplied their table 
with tomatoes, pickles, onions and soft 
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crackers. I had also supplied them with 
some articles of clothing, handkerchiefs, 
towels, &c. The beans, only half a barrel, 
saved from the rations provided for the 
Rebels, were all we had. I asked Dr. Fry, 
Surgeon i in Charge on the ‘‘ New York,” for 
more, but could not get them, and before we 
arrived at Annapolis we were dependent on 
the ship for lanterns, as I had asked for 
candles, but could not get them. 

Of the provisions supplied by govern- 
ment, nothing could be used except the 
coffee, the rice and the peas (fifty pounds 
only of each) and the small quantity of corn 
starch, all not being, enough to supply these 
men two days. Hard tack could only be 
used in soup. Of all provided, there was 
nothing which could be used, of which there 
was enough, except the coffee. But sup- | 
pose there were sufficient quantities of the 
other articles, are these the only reiyuire- 
ments in addition to medical stores, for a 
hospital boat? The Sanitary Commission 
was a Godsend to these men, and but for it, 
the mortality which was fearful, would have 
been terrible. They lived on the Commis- 

* sion, and without, many could not have sur- 
vived. 

Col. Mulford and Dr. Fry invparidhly 
treated me civilly, even cordially, and I am 
indebted to them for the kindness to the 
Commission, through me. 


But there are many things about the fit- | 


ting out of the expedition and the manner 
of loading ships for the return, that seem to 
me quite wrong. ‘The expedition was not 
properly provided with supplies, 7/ it was 
not expected, that the Sanitary Commlssion 
would accompany it. * *. * 


Extracts from Report of Dr. GHoraE A, | 
BLAKE, concerning assistance to ex- 
changed prisoners of war, U. S. Sol- 
diers, en route from Galveston, Texas to 


New ‘Orleans, Dec., 1864. 


In my letter of the 16th inst. I promised a 
longer letter by the mail and a history of 
my trip to Galveston. When our Agent of 
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Exchange effected an exchange at the mouth 
of Red River, an account of which you have 
‘had from Mr. Stearns, an exchange was 
agreed upon, by which all the prisoners con- 
fined in Camp Grace, Texas, were to be de- | 
livered in Galveston Bay, Dec. 10; at that 
time the number was little over five hundred. 
Camp Grace is two miles from the village of 
Hampstead, near Houston. Many of the pris- 


_oners confined there were sidan from eo 


Ford at Tyler, for more secure keeping, as 
many had endeavored to escape from Tyler 
and were re-captured. Camp Grace is sit-. 
uated in a very unhealthy location and many 
of our men died, so that we received: only 
342. We left here on Steamer “Clinton”’ 
on the evening of Dee. 8, and arrived at the 
blockading fleet off Galveston, Commodore 
Kmmons, commanding, on the 10th, at 1 
o'clock, BoM) ae 
Our: prisoners were in a pitiable condition, 

many had no shirts, no drawers and bere 
feet, none had a decent blanket, and their 
general appearance indicated a great scar- 
city of soap and water in the Confedera- 
cy, as well as facilities for clothing ade- 
quate to the changing temperature. The 
men were all pinched up with the cold, and 
were an exhibition of extreme poverty. To 
the bare-footed, I gave socks and slippers, 
to the shiftless, ‘wool shirts, and tobacco and. 
milk punch to all. At night it was cold, 


‘the men were stowed between decks, a place 


arranged for transportation of horses, and a 
large ‘demand was made for blankets. 

Before leaving the city, I learned that no- 
thing had been provided for the men except 
army rations and transportation By re- 
quest of Agent of Exchange for this De- 
partment, I took with me 350 blankets which 
I was able to distribute to the men, giving 
each a blanket. Here was a place and a 
time, when and where the comforts of the 
Commission were specially required and ap- 
preciated. Suppose I had had no blankets 
—no shirts—no socks? they certainly could 
not be made aboard ship in mid ocean, they 
I can assure - 
you it gave me no little pleasure to distri- 
bute blankets on that cold, inclement night. 
If the patrons of the Commission could have 
seen how much comfort was afforded those 
suffering heroes that night, two mites would 
be contributed where one was given before. 
One man died on the trip and was buried at 
sea with military honors. No chaplain being 
present, by request of Col. Dwight; our - 
Commissioner of Hxchange, | read the bu- 
rial service. Many others had not lived to 
reach their homes, were it not for the timely 
gifts of the Commission.* After our arrival 
in the city, the men were quartered in Camp 
of Distribution, where I served to them 
fresh vegetables, and provided each man 
with a plate, a tin cup, knife and fork, and 
a spoon, not furnished by the Quartermas- 
bee Bia) hr ee . 
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LETTER FROM NEW ORLEANS. 
New OrngAns, January 10, 1865. 


Mr. Ropert T. THORNE, 
Ass’t Sec., U. 8. Sanitary Commission, Louisville. 


Dear Sir:—Since my letter to you of 


the 28th ult., the sanitary stores consigned 


to me for benefit of Union Prisoners of 
War at Cahawba, have all come to hand, ex- 
eepting two boxes of tea; the same omission 


was noted on invoice I’ received from Mr. 


Shipman ‘at Cairo. 

I had opportunity through the courtesy 
of Col. Dwight, our Agent of Exchange, to 
accompany those stores to Mobile Bay, where 
I met Major Correll, referred to in thécor- 
respondence you forwarded to me. He was 
very willing to receive the stores, but had 
no transportation for them to the cify. The 
steamer [ was on (“St. Mary’’) received 
608 rebel prisoners at Ship Island, being 
the remnant of the garrison of Fort Gaines, 


_ captured August 8, 1864, to be delivered to 


rebel authorities in exchange for those we 


received from Camp Grace, Texas, via Gal- | 


veston, a few weeks previous. Judging 
from appearances, the rebel ‘quartermas- 
ter’s department must be at low ebb, as the 
prisoners were received in two flat-boats and 


eleven yawls, towed by a small steamer, ap- 


parently built to run in a heavy dew. Ma- 
jor Correll was very gentlemanly and was 
perfectly willing to receive the stores and for- 
ward them to Cahawba. ‘To receive the 
stores at that time was entirely impractica- 
ble; if our steamer would wait until next 
day, he would come out and receive them; 
that was impossible, as the steamer could not 


be delayed, and we turned homeward. I 


intended to leave the stores at Fort Morgan, 
in charge of Lieut. Col. Clarke, 6th Mich. 
Art., but the wind was blowing’ a gale, 
which prevented our landing at that point. 
‘The stores are now safely: deposited in my 
store-room. Negotiations are in progress, 
whereby both parties, Union and Rebel may 
amply provide for the wants of all prisoners. 
Two weeks since 1200 suits of clothing 


were sent to Cahawba. Ala., per arrange- | 


ment negotiated by Gen. Washburne and 
Capt. Henderson, 0. 8. A., at Memphis in 
November last. _ A portion of the contract 
made by these two parties was annulled b 

the officer in command at Mobile, and the 
Union officer who was to go to Cahawba, 
Ala., by the terms of the contract, with 
Capt. Henderson, was stopped, and not al- 


_ lowed to proceed beyond the obstructions in 


the Bay. Our officers in the Navy say the 
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boxes of clothing forwarded from this de- 
partment, were allowed to remain on the 
wharf unguarded and unprotected from the 
rain, for eight days, before they wete sent 
forward to their destination. | 

I regret exéeedingly the failure of my at- 
tempt to forward the stores consigned to me. 
I am assured, however, by Col. Dwight, our 
Agent of Exehange, that every possible fa- 
cility will be afforded to forward these stores 
hereafter. : 

The two half chests tea were missing. I 
contributed one half chest from my. own 
stores. [ shall avail myself of every oppor- 
tunity to forward the stores, that they may 


‘reach our men in ecaptivity at Cahawba, un- 


less otherwise ordered by you. I hope Dr. 
Newberry will be able to send me another 
lot of vegetables, as my store-room 1s empty, 
and the demand constant. About fifteen 
thousand troops arrived from Memphis last 
week, they rendezvous at Kennerd, about 
fifteen miles distant, on the Jackson Rail- 
road; Gen. Steele in command; their des- 
tination is problematical. 

Regretting I can give no better account of 
my stewardship, ' 

I am, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
GEORGE A. BLAKE. 


LETTER FROM SANANNAH. 


Hospirat, 15th A. C. 
SavannaH, Ga., January 17, 1865. 


Dr. J. Foster JENKINS, 

Dear S1r:—On arriving at Hilton Head 
after a pleasant voyage, we were informed 
that the Agent of the Sanitary Commission 
from Savannah had gone to Beaufort for 
supplies, consequently not thinking it ne- 
cessary to stop, we took steamer the same 
evening for Savannah and arrived here on 
the morning of the last day of the departing 
year. We learned that Mr. Hoblit, the 
Sanitary Agent with Sherman’s Army, had 
gone to Beaufort. | 

Anxious inquiries were daily made by 
Surgeons, other officers and patients for 
sanitary goods. The men coming’ from 
their six weeks campaign, with no. changes 
of garments, were in a sad condition, and 
deprived of the luxuries that had strewn 
their path through Georgia, and on short 
allowance of hard bread and pork, they 
longed for the help your Society would joy- 
fully have given. | 

Mrs. P. was ready to fly to Beaufort for 





~ 


1004 





them, but waited, believing that Mr. H. 
would soon arrive with them.* 

At length a vessel with 400 packages of 
sanitary goods was announced by the Medi- 
cal Director, as being at Thunderbolt Bay, 
four miles off. Still we could not answer 
the earnest question, “‘ When will those trea- 
sures be here?” or meet the wants of our 
emaciated patients, fearing some would die 
for want of suitable nourishment. We could 
get some poor oysters in the shell, and had 
a few cakes of chocolate. 
Porter comforted many. One noble dying 
soldier said the first day of our arrival, with 
eyes swimming with tears, “Oh, it does me 
so'much good to see a lady here!” In two 
days he died, sustained by a joyful, Chris- 
tian hope. His last words, as he threw his 
arms around his kind nurse were, “ John, I 
love you.” There was a great rush to Mr. 
Hoblit’s rooms, when at length his goods 
were opened, and every hospital and every 
patient was made a joyful participant of 
those luxuries and absolute necessaries. 
Never were sanitary stores so fully appre- 
ciated; though happily we had not the 
wounded from the sanguinary field, as the 
conquest of Savannah had been almost blood- 
less. While the prisoners taken here in 
their Rebel hospital, were lying on soft 
mattresses and in clean sheets and bed gar- 


_ ments, ours were lying on floors, in their 


war-worn field garments, and the contrast 
was painful. Many of those prisoners were 
not over fifteen, and had been conscripted, 
who said, “If we can get home we will 
never take arms against the United States 
Government again.” They testified that 
our authorities were feeding them well on 
substantial food, though some, as our own 
soldiers, longed for some of the Sanitary 
delicacies. 

Our good friend, Mr. Hoblit, informs us 
that with General Sherman’s approbation, a 
ship is appropriated to bring stores from 
your Commission, and that he is daily look- 
ing for a load from Beaufort. I trust we 
shall not be disappointed. | 

Mrs. P. is working for the present under 
great disadvantages, cooking farina, corn 
starch, &c., and making tea over a wood fire 


of green pine and using emptied cans for 


cooking utensils, as we are too tender-hearted 
to take from these Rebel dwellings stoves 


and all needed kitchen furniture ; while our | 


northern friends are generously shipping 


*This delay was caused by the difficulty in securing 
transportation. 
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food for these same Rebels. Forgive us 
this wrong. It is difficult under such cir- 


- cumstances, to be angry and sin not. 


The Surgeon-in-charge of this hospital 
has sent to Beaufort for medical stores, a 
cooking stove and kitchen furniture; if it 
comes we shall be greatly comforted. 

Thanking you in behalf of our gallant 
Army, for all you have been able to do for 
it and for us personally, 

I am truly yours, 


JEREMIAH PORTER, 
Chap. 15 A. C. Hospital, Savannah, Geo. 


a AN AXE TO GRIND. — 


A man who continually and loudly boasts — 


of his piety or his orthodoxy, generally has 
an axe to grind. A man who in entering 
upon a business already successfully carried 
on by some one else aspires to become a 
rival of that some one, and who in an 
orthodox community constantly seeks to 
make the impression that said some one is 


an ‘infidel,’ very apparently wants that 


orthodox community to grind his axe. 

The allegation has been, and is being 
made in many localities that the Sanitary 
Commission is an ‘infidel concern,” and 


orthodox pastors and people are warned — 


against supporting it there-because. Upon 
investigation it appears that friends of the 
Christian. Commission, and, in some cases, 
agents of that organization have started this 
scandal. Of course we cannot suppose that 


the Christian Commission have authorized — 


or could authorize such a procedure; first, 
because those gentlemen know that the 
Sanitary Commission 18 not an “ infidel con- 


cern,’ and know that its work of feeding the. 


hungry, clothing the naked, visiting the sick, 
and comforting the prisoner, isa work of gen- 
uine christian mercy; second, because they 
know that the circulation ot such a report is 
unchristian ; and third, because itis very bad 


policy. Our remarks are not intended for 


them; but they are intended for individuals 
who, either wholly ignorant, of the matter 


of which they affirm, or, affirming against 


knowledge, so far aepart irom the precepts 
of Christ, and all the usages of honorable 
men, as to resort to the bad expedient of 
starting rumors which c4n only injure one 
good and christian cause, without ultimat- 
ing in the permanent advantage of that 
which they uphold. . 

The Sanitary Commission has always ex- 
tended cordiality and sympathy to the 
Christian Commission in its proper werk, 


—. "a 


* aot 
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and has furnished its agents with supplies 
upon many a battle-field. It is not the 
purpose of these remarks to express any 
diminution of that sympathy. -Neither is 
it their purpose to allow designing men to 
go scot free, who, wearing the garb of the 
Christian Commission as a guise, seek to 
agerandize their own sectarianism ‘by slan- 
dering the greatest relief association known 
to the military history of any nation, and one 


whose very deeds constitute the impossibility | 
of its being “infidel,” or opposed to His — 


teachings who said, “Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me.” 


TO SURGEONS. 


A Comprehensive Medical Dictionary, con- 


taining the Pronunciation, Etymology 
and. Signification of the terms made use 
of in Medicine and the kindred Sciences, 
etc., etc. By J. Tuomas, M.D. J. B. 
Lippincott & Co., 1864, pp. 700. 


A pretty thorough examination of this 
work has satisfied us that it will fulfil the 
expectations which its title justifies. It 
emphatically deserves the name of Compre- 
hensive, for though of moderate size, it is 


full and complete, not only in regard to. 


strictly medical words, but includes those 
occurring in collateral sciences. To the 
botanical student in particular, it must prove 
most acceptable, giving both the definition 
pronunciation (the latter to be found in 
no other book,) of all the most important 
botanical terms, and laying down clearly the 
principles which should “guide us in writing 
and speaking. at 

These are explained in an Appendix, pp. 


677 to 680, which also contains a ‘valuable 


table of Materica Medica, a very complete 
table of doses evidently prepared with the 
greatest care; also full and explicit direct- 
ions for writing Latin prescriptions, besides 
an admirable chapter, giving the explana- 
tions of Latin terms and phrases occurring 
in Anatomy, Pharmacy, &c. This is one 
of the nlost important features of the work, 
and must prove invaluable to those whose 
misfortune it is to be wholly unacquainted 
with Latin and Greek, and to those also 
whose knowledge of these tongues is im- 
perfect, either from defective instruction or 


trom having become rusty by disuse. 


In short, we can recommend this work as 
one of the best, if not the very best of Medi- 
cal Dictionaries, in the important feature of 


pronunciation without a rival, and from its — 
comprehensiveness, the fullness, clearness 
and conciseness of its explanations, and its 
general adaptation to the needs of the 
Physician, Medical Student and Pharma- 


ceutist, calculated to be of great utility to 
all who avail themselves of it. 


FROM ANNAPOLIS. 


Incidents taken from the Report of J. B. 
Appott, Washington, D. C., showing 
how the Sanitary Commission treats the 


friends of Soldiers. 


aba Heerir A: Bes ts, Co. By let Red 
Light Art, discharged by special order, 
by reason of being a minor, at the request 
of his father, the boy having enlisted with- 
out his cosent. No pay or allowance were 
eiven him, he was without: money, was re- 
ferred to the Commission for means to get 
home to North Scituate, R. I. Gave him 
a ticket to Providence, R. I. 

2. Mrs. L * * * R * * * came from New 
York to Washington to look up her husband ; 
has not heard from him since the battle of 
Gettysburg; no records can be found con- 
cerning him since then; the supposition is 
that he is dead. Mr. Forbes has ventured 
to make out her application for his pay, 
bounty and pension. She has been stop- 
ping at the Home for the Friendless for the 
last two months; desires to return to her 
friends in New York, but has not the means 
to get there. Gave her a ticket. 

3. W *** K ***, a soldier’s father. 
He came to Washington to look for his son, 
upon whom he is dependant, and from whom 
he has received no tidings for a long time. 
He was a member of the 51st N. Y. Vols. 
His father could find no record of him; has 
arranged with Mr. Bowne to ascertain, if 
possible, whether he is living or dead. He 
has no means to return home, resides at 
Fraimingham, Mass.; is very old and feeble, 
and much broken down with age, being 77 
years old. Gave him a ticket to Boston. He 
was exceedingly grateful to the Commission 
for the kind considerations he had received. 


Camp Parole. Hospital, Jan. 20, 1865, by 
Misses A. Cary AND S. L. PHILLIPS. 


A pleasant and most welecme variety 1s 
at length presented in our daily rounds, by 
the. very unusual number of vacant beds ; 
the occupants having, in a majority of cases, 
left for the distant homes, that have so long 
mourned their absence, and many others 
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having become so far convalescent, as to an- 
ticipate a speedy reunion with the far-off 
loved ones, while yet another class, happily 
few in numbers, have been borne to the sol- 
dier’s grave. Sabbath morning dawned on 
the lifeless forms of two new victims. One 
young man had died very suddenly in camp. 
Anothershad lingered many days, while the 
anxious mother having been summoned, 
watches sadly and wearily, the sure ap- 
proach of the dread messenger, who has ac- 
complished his niission, and in sorrow, she 
returns with the precious relics to that be- 
reaved home to which she had fondly hoped 
to bring again with joy, the cherished son 
and brother. 

On Monday morning comes again, from 
two other wards, the too familiar message, 
that another, and yet another has slept his 
last long sleep. One of these had been 
brought in a few days since in a state of 
wild delirium. During a brief lucid inter- 
val, the thoughts revert to the dear ones at 
home and the anxious desire is expressed 
that some one will write to apprize them of 
his critical state, for he fears he cannot re- 
cover. ‘To the question, whether living or 

_ dying, all will not be we//, with an averted 
face and difficult articulation, he murmurs 
something of the six little ones who will be- 
come orphaned. ‘Soon, reason is again de- 


throned, and before another mail a postscript: 


must be added to announce to another 
stricken household, that the husband and 
father can return to them no more. A few 
others still remain, on whom death seems 
to have set his mark, yet among the conva- 
lescents are those who have been raised from 

~the very brink of the dark river. Such an 
one who struggled for days apparently, with 
the king of terrors, seems rapidly recovering, 
and recent letters from a devoted wife and 
loving daughter, show how valuable to them 
is the life thus graciously spared. 


January 27, 1865. : 


Through the instrumentality of skillful 
physicians and faithful aurses, attended by 
the blessing of God, a large number of the 
returned prisoners| that recently crowded 
our wards, have so far recovered as to have 
left for their respective homes; some few 
still remain in a critical condition, while 

 gome of the ward masters and: nurses, have 
been prostrated by violent attacks of fever. 
One of these has just expired, after a few 
days’ illness. One only, of the other in- 
mates has, during the week past, yielded up 





aching heart. 
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his life—a victim to disease contracted in 
prison, and he has left precious evidence 
that his afflictions resulting in the death of 
the body, have brought life and immortal 
glory to the ransomed soul. Many of the 
convalescents have recently received intel- 


ligence from home, the first in many months. 


To some, these welcome missives have 
brought tidings of health and prosperity 
from those anxiously awaiting their return ; 
while others have learned that during the 
weary months of absence, their homes have 
been invaded by disease and death, and the 
father, mother, sisters or beloved children, 
have been removed ; never more to greet 
them. with a welcome home. One affection- 
ate son is informed that his father, to whom 
a letter had been addressed since his re- 
lease, had departed this life more than a 
year since. Letters received from the friends 
of deceased soldiers often give a sad interest. 
and variety to our work. A few extracts . 
from one just received, may serve as a speci- 
men: ‘‘ Your welcome and precious letter, 
my dear Miss P., was received a few days 
ago, and should have been answered imme- 
diately, but I was taken suddenly ill, and 
at this moment can scarcely guide my pen,. — 
but feel that I can wait no longer to ex- 

press my unbounded gratitude to you for 
the interest you took in my darling H. I 
thank God, that after months of untold suf- 
fering, he should at last have. fallen into 
kind hands, where kind words reached his 
dying ear. You took my place by his dying 
cot. May the Saviour ever be near to sup- 
port and comfort you and others who have 
cared for our dear son. Could you know 
the comfort your dear letter affords me, as 
I redd it over and over again, you would , 
feel repaid. The assurance that he had, as. 
you trust, given his heart to God has been 
the only consolation that has calmed my 
I did not expect when my 
boys entered the army, that they would re- 
turn to me unharmed, but I little dreamed 
that one of them would be starved to death. 
I saw him in his soldier’s coffin before he 
was exchanged to another, and oh! what a 
change since he left me full of life and 
health, saying: ‘If I die mother, it will be 
glory, glory to die for my country.” 


From Camp Parole, Jannary 28, 1865, by 
Gro. A. MIuuEr. 
I herewith most: respectfully present my 
report for the week ending this day. 
The weather has been extremely cold, 


pledge. 





and we are importuned many times every 
day for woollen wnder-clothes and blankets. 
It is hard to refuse the poor fellows, yet I 
have felt it my duty to do so, in a large ma- 
jority of cases. They are men lately re- 
turned from furlough, right from home and 
friends, and ought not to come destitute. 
They went from here well clad, having a 
change of under-clothing, over-coat, blanket, 
&c. Many of them left these things at home, 
thinking to draw from the Commission all 
necessary articles. When convinced that 
such is the case, 1 find it difficult to hear 
the voice of duty say “ give.” 

Thursday evening an effort was made to 
revive the “ Military Temperance Society of 
Camp Parole.” About thirty signed the 
T would that not only all soldiers, 
but all the officers, both in Camp Parole 
and in the army everywhere would both 
sign and KEEP a temperance pledge. 

The ‘‘Soldier’s Friend” is received, with 
many thanks, and is valued highly, as it 
well may be. mI 

I haye the honor to forward to. you the 
report from the hospital, which, as usual, is 


full of interest. 


Letter from Annapolis, January 28, 1865, 
r by H. C. Guinn. . 
I have the honor to submit herewith my 
report for the week ending this day. 
On Sunday, the 22d inst., I had the plea- 


‘sure of preaching, by invitation of Chaplain 
J. P. Hammond, in the Chapel of St. John’s 


College. Hospital. Service is conducted here 
after the manner of the Episcopal Church, 
and the beautiful psalms and prayers of the 
Liturgy never seemed to me more full of 
strength and comfort. | 

During the early part of the week, I was 
chiefly occupied with letters of inquiry, but 
found the search almost fruitless. Many men 
have been sent away during the week from 
both hospitals, discharged, on furlough, 
sent to the front, or transferred to Northern 
hospitals. A large number of the sick going 
North were delayed by the ice between An- 
napolis and Baltimore, and the surgeon in 
charge of the transport, tells me he was 
greatly helped by the supplies of stimulants 


~with which we had furnished him.. The 


number of paroled prisoners in the hospitals 
being so small, I have refrained during the 
latter part of the week, from making any 
inquiries, in the hope that a few days would 
bring us the first instalment of a new ex- 


change, from whom I might have a better 
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chance of getting news. But our hopes in 
this respect have been again and again dis- 
appointed. A few more escaped men, not 


‘more than twelve or fifteen, have arrived, 


that is all. On Thursday, 26th inst., owing 
to the quantity of ice in the river, a hospital 
boat from City Point put in here, and the 
men, about 3800 in number, were admitted 
into the Naval School Hospital. Some very — 
sick ones were among the number, but most 
of them were chronic cases, on their way to 
Northern Hospitals, and will probably re- 
main here but a short time. Another most 
welcome accession was received at the Naval 
School Hospital, 150 men of the Invalid 
Corps, as nurses and hospital attendants. 
Permanent assistants of this sort have been 
greatly needed, and it is hoped that the 
want is now well supplied. 

On Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, in 
consequence of the blocking up of the ap- 
proaches to Washington and Baltimore by 
the ice, the boats from Norfolk and City 
Point, bringing passengers’to these places 
were obliged to send them here. _ Large 
numbers .of soldiers dischargéd, or going 
home on furlough, were therefore poured in 
upon us, and the means of transportation 
by rail from this place being limited, many 
were delayed for hours, and some compelled 
to pass the night here. Having no facilities 


| for issuing food to such large numbers, and 


no sufficient supplies, we were obliged to 
content ourselves with doing what we could, 
we distributed several barrels of crackers 
which were gratefully received. A good 
many applications for clothing also, we were 
able to fill, but the draft upon our stores 
has nearly exhausted them. Where any 
were obliged to remain for the night we 
were permitted to refer them to Captain 
Davis, the commanding officer of College 
Green Barracks,.a most faithful officer, and 
a generous and noble-hearted man. Though 
unable to draw rations for so large a num- 
ber of stragglers and unexpected applicants, 
he gave them what he had. We furnished © 
him with a barrel of crackers, and a barrel 
of dried apples, which he tells me proved 
acceptable to the men, and they found com- 
fortable lodgings there. At the office we 
have been able to assist the men in many 
little ways hardly deserving mention, yet 
greatly contributing to their comfort ; giving 
them information about their transportation, 
and opportunity to sign their papers, sup- 
plying them with writing materials, &c. In 
this way we have tried so far as our oppor- 
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tunities allowed, to meet their unexpected 
eall, and diminish the discomforts of those 
who have been delayed here in so unusual 
a manner. 


Keport from Mrs. Horn Sayres, Matron 
of Home, Annapolis, Jan. 28, 1865. 


I herewith respectfully submit the fol- 


lowing as my report for the week ending 
January 28, 1865. ) 
Meals furnished, 283 ; lodgings, 70. The 
‘‘Home” has been unusually free of com- 
pany this past week, as most of the soldiers 
have had furloughs, and have gone home. 
I presume our “ Home’’ will soon be filled 
to its utmost, as three hundred poor sick 
and wounded boys have just arrived from 
Fort Fisher. Many letters of invitation will 
soon reach their homes, and loved ones will 
come with anxious hearts to meet their dear 
ones wounded and sick, having left home 
and friends to go forth to do battle. One 
lady came this week and found her husband 
had died. She expressed much gratitude 
to the Sanitary for providing such a home 
where she could come and find sympathizing 
friends. Hoping I shall have more of in- 
terest for my next. | 


BACK PAY—BOUNTIES AND PENSIONS. 

We call attention to the notice of the 
‘“‘ Relief Department,’ which is found 
among the advertisements in each number 
of the BunLetin. —Many soldier's widows, 
and all friends of the soldier will be inter- 
ested to know what this advertisement an- 
nounces. In explanation of this subject, 
we present the following article from the 
Washington Chronicle: 

There are various departments of chari- 
table labor in the Sanitary Commission, 
growing out of the necessitous cases which 
are daily presented for its care and assist- 
ance, among which, probably, there is no 
’ branch that involves more judicious labor 
and persistent effort than that known as the 
back-pay department. Many are the cases 
which millitate against a soldier, and fre- 
quently prevent him for months, and in 
many cases for years, from obtaining his 
hard-earned pay. Among which may be 
enumerated the loss of his descriptive list 
without which he cannot obtain his pay. 
There were at one time in a certain hospital 
in Philadelphia, not less than 1,500 men in 
this condition. They had been wounded 
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and were helpless, and, while in that con- 
dition, with their other effects had been 
taken from them their descriptive lists. 
While endeavoring to get certificates of loss, | 
many of them were removed to other hos-- 
pitals, where, when pay-day came around, 
they would be found among those not mus- 
tered for pay. Thus have some poor fellows . 
been unable to muster for pay for nearly two 
ears. 
" The duty of the officer in charge of this 
bureau of the Sanitary Commission is, to 
visit the hospitals and take the statements 
in full of all such cases; fill out blanks pro- 
vided for the same; have the soldier’s sig- 
nature thereto attached, together with the 
certificate of the surgeon of the hospital 


‘where the soldier is, and the date when last 


paid, with the name of the paymaster By 
whom the payment was made ; foward these 
documents, together with all the evidence — 
which relates to the case,-to the Second Au-. 
ditor, thence to the Paymaster General, and ~ 
thence back to the surgeon of the hospital 
where the soldier is, after all which he is _ 
mustered in and paid. This work was com- © 
menced in the special relief department, 
presided over by J. B. Abbott, Esq., a year 
ago last October, and was then confined to 
Washington ; but in the spring of this year » 
it was extended to Alexandria and Balti-.— 
more ; in June still further to Philadelphia, — 
and it is designed to have agencies of this 
kind in every city of ten thousand inhabi- 
tants. As an evidence of the labor done in ~ 
this branch of special relief, if may be stated 
that over seven thousand cases have been. 
disposed of since the creation of the bureau; 
eighty letters having been recently written - 
in three days in connection with this busi, 
ness. This, it should be remembered, is © 
the work of one desk in the office of the 
United States Sanitary Commission. 


A DESERVED TESTIMONIAL. 
THE LOYAL TEXAS WOMEN AND THE SANI- 
TARY COMMISSION. 
The following beautiful letter needs no 
introduction : | 
New Orurans, La., Jan.1, 1865. 
Gro. A. Buaxkg, M.D., 
Generl Agent Sanitary Commission , 
Sir :—The loyal women of Texas who, by 
the exigencies of war, have been compelled 
to abandon their homes and property to 
take refuge. in this (to them) strange city, 
though under the flag established by their 


fathers, cannot permit this day tu pass with- 
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out tendering to you their heartfelt gratitude 

_ for the generous assistance rendered by the 
Sanitary Commission, at your instance, to 
them and their children. Allow us to as- 
sure you that such evidence of care and sym- 
pathy for us in our destitute condition 
touches the heart and rekindles our love and 
affection for the “Glorious O]d Union,” to 
sustain which the fathers, brothers and sons 
of numbers of us are now battling. 

Accept for yourself, kind sir, and those 

-in whom you feel. the deepest interest the 
well wishes and prayers of | 

_ Yours, gratefully, — 
EVvELIne Savor, R. WareRMANN, 
Corpetia Savor, M. Rennanp, 
JULIEN Hicks, LovIsE GEMBALLA, 
Hriza G. Hicks, C. Brompeck, 
Hi. DEKOURISON, Cortrerna Morsn, 
JANE Rownps, C. GONZALES, 
Louisa JAMES, Mary MAnNpEs, 
ANN Lez, H. WINTERS, 
Mary Frinn, Lina Fring, 
Eniza J. Stertine, Ann McCormag, 
Nancy STERRY, C. PETCHKE, 

' JENNIE DUANE, Dina GRoss,. 
Harriet Stertine, A. WEINREICH, 
Repecca JAMBOIS, FRANZISKA JEGGE, 
Lizzin Duxs, Mary PFEFFERLE, 
MartHa Dukg, Mrs. Murray, 
Lizzie WATERMAN, Mrs. STernsurc; 
Kats Honcenisen, Mary Burns, 

JANE LEONARD, A. DREANE. 


WOMAN’S CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF RELIEF. 
ORGANIZATION.—NO. VI. 


With the present number of the Bunue- 
TIN, there will be sent to each of our con- 
tributing societies, a copy of the “ Soldier’s 
Friend,” a little book, published by the 
Sanitary Commission. It contains valu- 
able, practical, condensed information about 
the Commission ; also an excellent selection 
of familiar hymns and patriotic songs. You 
may have already seen a notice of this little 
manual in Buttery, No. 30. Although 
prepared expressly for distribution among 
our soldiers and sailors, it contains so much 
valuable information for all, that we send 
you specimen copies, hoping that the book 
may thus be more widely circulated. Few 
will read it through without wishing to put 
a copy into the hands of every friend in the 
army and navy. We will furnish our con- 
tributing Aid Societies with as many copies 
without charge, as they think they may be 

able to dispose of. It is expected that they 
Vou. I. No. 32 64. 
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will be sold for fifteen cents a copy by the 
societies: the proceeds to be used in fur- 
nishing supplies for soldiers through the 
Sanitary Commission. Write to us for as 
many copies of the “ Soldier’s Friend” ag 
you want. An account of the number sold 


will be required. 


This week we propose saying something 


about organization,—about the organization 


of this Branch. It will bea dull chapter 
to many of you; but, if carefully studied, 
it will make the wheels of business run 
more smoothly in our future intercourse, 
and is therefore worth some attention. 
Perhaps too, our faith in your Sympathy is 
strong enough to make us hope that you 
you may be as glad to know something 
about our daily work in these rooms, as we 
always are to hear about yours. 

Among the many lessons which our work 
in this war has taught us, the value of or- 
ganization and system has been one of the 
most prominent. Our eyes have been 


| opened to its necessity as the work hag 


gone on; and we firmly believe that the 
education of the women of this country, in 
the efficacy of systematic, concentrated 
effort, and in a willingness to do things ac- 
cording to rule and order, will not be among 
the least of the valuable experiences re- 
maining to us at the close of the war. It 
has long been a settled fact that the spasmo- 
dic efforts of communities, made only after 
great battles, do not compare to the amount 
accomplished by a well-organized,. steady- 
going Aid Society, either in the quantity, 
the quality, or the value of the supplies. 

Nearly four years ago we began life as an 
association, in a little room in the second 
story of this building. The room contained 
two tables, one desk, half a dozen chairs, 
and a map on the wall. We had one man, 
who was, by turns, clerk, carpenter, porter 
and errand-boy. For many days we sent 
out circulars, wrote letters, looked out of the 
windows at passing regiments, talked about 
our work, at times hopefully, at times des- 
pairingly. At last, after what ‘seemed a 
very long time, our first box came—from 
Orange, New Jersey. It wasa great ex- 
citement. It was carefully carried up stairs, 
it was carefully opened, as carefully un- 
packed and examined. No box before, or 
since, ever underwent a closer scrutiny. We 
told everybody about that wonderful box, 
and were jubilant. 

It would be too long a story to take you 
through the successive stages of our varied 
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experiences, from May, 1861 to January, 
1865. We will only say that, before that 
first summer was half over, we were obliged 
to move down stairs, because the boxes 
wouldn’t move up, and our little office, ever 
to be associated with the cherished memory 
of that first box, was passed over to the 


ladies of our Registration Committee, at 


that time engaged in training and sending 
off one hundred nurses for the Washington 
and Alexandria Hospitals. 

That one little room has gradually ex- 
panded into an office, 97 feet long, running 
through the building from one street to the 
other; a large store-room next door to it; 
three lofts for storage across the street, and 
acellar. The man-of-all work has multi- 
plied himself into two clerks, three porters 
and anerrand-boy. ‘That one box stands on 
our books at the head of a list of over 17,000 
boxes, and the one hundred letters, which 
seemed so many in those early days, are lost 
among the thousands that have succeeded 
them. And.so we gradually found ourselves 
launched in an enormous business, of a 
character entirely without precedent; and 
of such a nature that but few of the ordi- 
nary, long-established business rules could 
be of any service tous. We had to feel 
our way very carefully. Without a certain 
amount of organization and system, we 
would have been completely overwhelmed, 
and lost in irresistible confusion. As it 
was, we were all very ignorant that first 
summer, and made blunders enough. But 
as the work gradually increased, and 
changed, we kept pace with it; learning 
from experience and daily requirement, 
until we have finally adopted our present 
plan of organization. This meets the de- 
mands made by the work upon us now, 
though how long it will do so, the future 
can alone determine. 

The direct object of our association at 
present, is the collection and distribution 
of hospital supplies. To obtain these sup- 
plies, each branch is allowed to adopt its 
own policy and plan of work, but in their 
distribution the branches are all subject to 
the order, and are under. the control of the 
Sanitary Commission. The policy of this 
branch has always been to give the people 
the fullest information about the work and 
the wants of the Commission ; its plan is to 
help them in their work, so far as is possi- 
ble, through organization, by practical sug- 
gestions, active sympathy and other means. 

In this article we propose giving you an 
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account of the home organization of our 
branch; the next number will contain an ~ 
account of its field organization. , 

The Woman’s Central Association is at 
present divided into four committees. 

I. Committee on Correspondence and — 
diffusion of information, printed or other- 
wise.—This long name is expressive of the 
entire work of the committee. Itaims at ob- 
taining supplies through the diffusion of 
information. The work is subdivided into 
five departments, viz.: Organization; Cor- 
respondence; Document; Lecturing; the 
Press. The first includes the organi- 
zation of our field, the appointment of ~ 
Associate Managers, making out working 
plans, &c., &c. The second comprises the 
Associate Manager correspondence, and all 
correspondence not appertaining to the 
other committees, or to the officers of the 
Association. Through the Document de- 
partment, the BuitEerin and other publi- 
cations of the Commission are distributed. 
The Lecturing department includes making 
out the tours, and sending into the field, 
those canvassing agents assigned to the 
branch by the Commission. These gentle- 
men are not engaged by us, but are ap- 


‘pointed directly from the Commission. The 


Press department comprises publication, — 
writing for newspapers, the BULLETIN, &e. 
The committee is much aided in its work 
by a corps of volunteer aids, young ladies, of 
this city, who do a great deal of clerk-work, 
such as directing wrappers, copying, &c. 

II. Purchasing Committee.—It is the 
duty of this committee to make purchases 
of material at wholesale quantities and- 
prices, and to furnish it, at the same price, 
but in small quantities, to the Aid Soci- 
eties. It has lately been furnishing mate- 
rial to 250 societies, at the rate of $7,000 
a month, according to the proposition con- 
tained in our Third Annual Report. Mrs. J.. 
A. Swett is the chairman of the committee. 

III. Committee on Supplies —This com- 
mittee receives, acknowledges, unpacks, 
stamps, sorts, repacks and distributes all 
the supplies sent through the Association. 
The distributions are made by order of the 
Commission, or upon requisitions of surgeons 
of the local hospitals, approved by the Com- 
mission. We have also one Hospital Visi- 
tor, a lady, who visits the hospitals in and 
near the city, and draws upon us for sup- 
plies for them. Every week an account of 
the stock in hand is sent to the Central 


, office of the Commission. The supply com- 
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mittee is very much aided in its work bya 
large corps of volunteers aids. ‘These ladies 
do all the unpacking, stamping and repack- 
‘ing of all but the cellar supplies. The 
handling of the boxes requires the hired 
‘labor of three porters. Miss Ellen Collins 
is the chairman of the supply committee. 
IV. Committee on Special Relief—This 
committee attends to the wants of individual 
soldiers, who apply at the rooms for aid. It 
relieves only sutch cases as are not already 
covered by existing associations in the city. 
Many of the applications are referred to the 
New England Rooms, or Howard Street 
Home, both of these institutions being en- 
titled to call upon us for supplies. Those 


wanting aid in the collection of bounty, . 


back-pay, pension, or in need of employ- 
ment, are referred to the Protective War 
Claim, No. 85 Chambers Street, now an 
agency of the Commission. 
destitution, not coming under any known 
form of relief established in the city, are 
investigated by the committee, and relieved. 
Mrs. W. P. Griffin'is the chairman on 
stores. © / 

It would greatly facilitate our work if 
our correspondents would be kind enough 
to address communications upon any of the 
above mentioned subjects, to the committee 
having them in charge. 

The officers of the association are a Presi- 
dent, Secretary and Treasurer, who perform 
the usual duties of their offices. A Board 
meeting is held on the first Wednesday of 
every month, at which the Treasurer and 
Chairmen of the several committees, pre- 
sent written reports, and other business of 
the Association is transacted. The Annual 
meeting is held on the first Wednesday in 
May. » 

And so we work along, pleasantly, 
smoothly and easily. We would like to 
hear that each one of your societies is work- 
ing as smoothly and easily. Were your or- 
ganization complete it would be so, and there 
is no reason why it should not be complete. 
But this whole subject of field organization, 
which more nearly affects you, must be left 
for the next number. 


Louisa Ler ScHuyvier. 
Chairman Committee on Correspondence, &c. 


New York, February 4, 1865. 


REPORT OF THE SOUTH NORWALK LADIES’ 
PATRIOTIC SOCIETY FOR THE YEAR 1864. 


Atthe close of the fourth year of the South 
Norwalk Ladies’ Patriotic Society, we sub- 
mit the following report of the operations of 


Other cases of | 


the Society, and of the work accomplished 
during the year— 
No. of articles made and appropri- . 

ated through the Sanitary Com- 





mission, 686 

No. of articles given to soldiers at 
home, 24 
Total, *.710 


The Society has also donated through the 
Commission, 5 gallons of blackberry wine, 
(the gift of Mr. Ira Seymour,) 4 bushel of 
dried apples, 5 lbs. of dried currants, 1 lb. 
of arrow root, 2 jars of blackberry jam, 1 
bottle of vinegar, 4 books, and several pack- 
ages of newspapers, lint and linen. .The 
children of South Norwalk have contributed 
$20 to our fund, and ‘have also pieced two 
quilts for hospital.use. 

The Treasurer’s report from Jan 20th, 
1864, to Jan. 25th, 1865, is\as follows: 
Cash receipts from donations, 

weekly collections, and enter- 





tainments, $675. 90 
EXPENDITURES. 
Donation to the Chr. Commission, 257 36 
Paid to Sanitary Commission for 
flannel, 215 58 
Current expenses of Society, which 
include donations to various 
special objects, 160 41 
Cash on hand, 42 60 
675 90 
Add to this the sum of 1» 215 58 
allowed on the goods purchased 
of the Sanitary Commission and . 
the total amount is $891 43 


Our thanks are due to the Hditors of the 
Gazette, for their kindness in publishing 
gratuitously, notices of concerts and enter- 
tainments given for the benefit of the So- 
ciety. Weare also especially indebted to 
those patriotic gentlemen of Sotth Norwalk, 
who have aided us pecuniarily in the prose- 
cution of our work. 

The meetings of the Society: are held 
weekly as heretofore, at the house of some 
member of the Society, and are sustained 
with undiminished interest. It is gratify- 
ing to be able to state that while the de- 
mand for practical sympathy on behalf of 
our ‘suffering and imprisoned soldiers, is 
still great and pressing, there has never 
been a more earnest desire on the part of 
our patriotic citizens to meet that demand 
than at present. The Society has never 
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been more prosperous than during the past 
year; more work has been accomplished 
than in any previous year; the cash re- 
ceipts show a considerable increase over 
former years; and we trust a spirit of pa- 
triotism is now aroused which will lead to 
renewed energy and effort in this “ great 
good work,” until the peace so long desired 
shall bless our land, and our efforts in be- 
half of the soldier shall be no longer needed. 
By order of the President, 
HK. G. Pratt, Sec. and Treas. 


‘Curregpandence. 


DR. BELLOWS AND * * * * * sURGEONS 
AND THE PEOPLE’S STORES. 


The name of the author of the letter to 
Dr. Bellows is prudently withheld from the 
public, but as it bears upon a subject of im- 


portance to the people, it is given, with the 


reply of Dr. B. in full. 


Rev. Dr. BELLOWS, 
President the United States Sanitary Commission. 


Dear Srr:—l write you as a friend of 
the United States Sanitary Commission; I 
have just been looking over the December 
15th Sanirary COMMISSION BULLETIN, 
and have noticed the complaints there 
spoken of. I have been in the army as a 
Christian laborer, and have seen the work- 
ing of the Commission, and am sorry to 
say there is ground for-such complaint 
as ‘‘Clint’” makes in his published let- 
ter, though he makes extravagant state- 
ments. Officers and surgeons do eat up and 
drink up and wear the good things of the 
Commission. 

The soldiers know it, though they may 
not be able to give instances and facts. [ 
saw considerable of it, know of one instance 
where the surgeon said his whole living did 
not cost him a cent, gotit from the Sanitar y 
Commission. I do not know but this is un- 
avoidable, it surely is under the system of 
“yequisitions: ‘from officers and surgeons, it 
may be any way. Bad men fill these places, 
bad men get detailed as nurses to sick, and 
will put the delicacies and stimulants down 
their own neck, though the poor sick sol- 
dier die. 

If some system could be adopted by 
which the stores of the Commission could 
be delivered directly by the agent to the 
soldier needing them, it would make the 
soldier feel that the Commission was not 
simply for the officers, as they now say 
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The Sanitary has done an untold amount 
of good, but I think the soldiers feel that 
some how the best part of the stores do not 
quite reach them. 

I write to you as head of this noble insti- _ 
tution, hoping some way may be devised to ° 
make the working of the Commission more 
perfect in this particular. 

We have just closed a fair in our city 
from which the Commission will realize two 
or three thousand dollars. 


DR. BELLOWS’ REPLY. | 
823 Broapway, N. Y., Jan. 18, 1865. 


DEAR Sir :—I thank you sineerely for your 
friendly letter. Candid and intelligent criti- 
cism of the work we are engaged in is always 
acceptable. I can assure you that whatever 
weakness or defects in our system there may 
be, we have always been and continue to be 
watchful to the utmost to prevent all avoid- 
able waste or perversion. On the scale on 
which we work it is simply impossible to- 
undertake as a rule, personal distribution 
of our stores. We musé trust some class of 
persons, and the class we have to trust is 
that of surgeons, hospital stewards and ward 
masters. If they are scoundrels and lars, 
we cannot be responsible for their stealing 
and gluttony, but we do not believe this. is 
at all true of surgeons or ward masters, or 
officers as a class, the same percentage of 
knaves and gluttons exist among them as in 
civil life, and the Sanitary Commission suffers 
a certain incurable loss through their crimes. 

Our full conviction after collecting testi- 
mony in all quarters, is that certainly nine- 
tenths of all we send tothe army goes to the - 
comfort of the private soldiers, indeed we | 
know this. It is only by generalizing from 
some unfortunate exceptional expérience 
that these sweeping conclusions to the con- — 
trary are arrived at—the single facts are 
true often when the general deductions are 
very false. 

You had had, you say, personal experience 
of the wicked misappropriation of our stores. 
Now, is it not your duty to inform us speci- 
fically of the name of the surgeon who in- 
famously boasted that he lived wholly on 
Sanitary Commission stores, or any other 
specific cases of abuse of our property? It 
is only by following up such alleged cases 
that we are able to detect any inefficiency 
or carelessness in our own agents. Con- 
vinced of your genuine interest, you will 
greatly add to the favor already rendered, by 
troubling yourself to give us particular in-* 


—_— 
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stances of abuse or waste, with names and 
places. We never omit examining into every 
specified case of abuse. I know the pain 
and annoyance of making personal charges, 
but if honest men refuse to lend in this aid, 
if all decline as you may feel inclined to do, 
to appear as accusers, what relief have we 
from our dilemma? How can we correct 


abuses which we cannot get any exact evi- 


dence of the existence of ? How can we 


profit by general criticism without specifi- | 


cations of persons, time and place ? 

We have in the army of General Grant, 
thirty agents engaged in the personal de- 
livery of our supplies, after the fashion you 
suggest, but we are really doubtful of its 
expediency, and it would be impossible to 
carry it out on a general scale in all the 
columns of the army. The expense would 


be greater than the cost of the goods, lost- 


by the want of the itermediary agents. 
With the fullest appreciation of your 
kindness, I remain yours truly, 
Henry W. BELLOWS, 
President. 


REPORT OF R. M. LEWIS, ESQ., STPERINTEN- 
DENT OF PHILADELPHIA BRANCH OF JU. &. 
SANITARY COMMISSION. 


We regret that our space will not admit 
of the insertion of this valuable report in 
full. 

The following extracts, however, are full 
of interest, not only to those immediately 
concerned in the Philadelphia Branch, but 
all who are interested in the work will be 
profited by their perusal. 

SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 


The Executive Committee of the Wo- 
men’s Pennsylvania Branch, having charge 
of the supply ‘department, has, during the 
past year, retained nearly its original organi- 
zation. The resignation of their correspond- 
ing secretary having rendered some action 
necessary to fill so. important a vacancy, it 
was deemed expedient to place the whole 
correspondence in the hands of a competent 
Committee, among whom the work is syste- 
matically divided. Associate managers have 
been appointed in nearly every county in 
this department, which includes forty-nine 
counties of Pennsylvania, the southern part 
of New Jersey, and the State of Delaware. 
Fifty-four associate managers in all. It is 
believed that the present plan of thoroughly 
cultivating the field by corresponding with 
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the people, as well as sending canvassing 
agents among them, will yield a rich har- 
vest of comfort for the sick and wounded 
soldiers of the Union. The Committee re- 
port that while the long continuance of the 
war has, of course, caused the faith and zeal 
of some to wax cold, yet on the whole there 
has been a steady growth of energetic liber- 
ality, as is evinced by the supplies: contri- 
buted. This department numbers three 
hundred and fifty auxiliary societies, besides 
a considerable number of individual contri- 
butors, who send boxes with almost the 
frequency observed by active societies. 
During the year, twenty-one hundred and 
ninety-nine boxes and packages, valued at ’ 
about one hundred and ten thousand dollars, 
have been received at the rooms. Hight 
hundred and seventy-five boxes have been 
dispatched to various points where they 
were needed, besides an enormous aggregate 
of issues for the relief of individual soldiers 
applying at the rooms of the Commission. 
Large supplies have also been sent to the 
various hospitals in this military department. 
At the time the Great Central Fair was 
held, it was feared that the extraordinary 
efforts then being made by our societies 
would so exhaust their resources that but 
little could be expected from them for a 
long time. The result has not justified this 
apprehension ; for while there was but a 
temporary falling off of the receipts, the 
wide-spread interest excited by the Fair in 
the work of the Sanitary Commission, has 
stimulated the efforts of many who before 
had done little or nothing for its support. 
The list of issues, which will be found 
subjoined, includes those of the Women’s 
Pennsylvania Branch for the year 1864. 


RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 

During the year just passed, relief of 
various kinds has been afforded to more 
than six hundred families of soldiers by the 
Committee. 

Steady employment is given weekly to 
two hundred and eighty women. The re- 
muneration for this work, (though not in 
any case sufficient for the support of a 
family) is ample, and more than twice as 
much as is paid for the same amount of 
work by the Government. 

The Committee have had made for the 
Sanitary Commission between eight and 
nine thousand garments ; they have, besides, 
taken work from contractors, for which they 
receive one-half the amount paid to their 
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workmen. Sixteen thousand and ninety-. 


one garments have been made in this way, 
and the work is largely sought by many a 
soldier’s wife and widow. These women are 
visited and cared for in divers ways by the 
ladies who have them in charge. 

The funds to carry on the work of the 
Committee are contributed by generous 
friends. These sums are acknowledged, from 
time to time, in the printed reports of the 
Committee. 
thousand nine hundred and fifty dollars 
have been received from various sources. 

A large part of this amount is in monthly 
subscriptions, conveyed to the Committee 
through Mr. A. D. Jessup. 

The only regret the Committee ever feel 
is, that they cannot relieve all the want 
which comes to their notice. _ 

Last year, much comfort was given by 
the donation of half a ton of coal to each 
family. This year the amount of coal con- 
tributed for this purpose is ten tons, which 
the Committee have received through Mr. 
J.J. Borie, and which will be distributed 
to the most destitute. 


HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 


During the year just closed, the Hospital 
Directory has continued its work and greatly 
extended its sphere of usefulness. It is, in- 
deed, difficult to estimate the amount of 
anxiety and distress relieved through its 
instrumentality. Most of those who apply 
for information of their friends and relatives 
in the Army and Navy seem to be entirely 
ignorant how to commence the search. 
Many, too, are constantly calling for advice, 
who, having exhausted every other source, 
apply to the Sanitary Commission. In giv- 
ing an answer to an inquiry as to the where- 
abouts of a soldier, not only the inquirer’s 
mind isrelieved, but frequently a large circle 
of friends also. Numerous letters have been 
received at our office during the year ex- 
pressing the utmost satisfaction at the ans- 
wers we have been ‘enabled to furnish. In 
some cases we have succeeded in ascertain- 
ing that men were alive, and in rebel hands, 
whose families had given them up for lost 
months before.* 





* A Captain in our Army had been missing for nearly a 
year, and his family had abandoned all hopes of his being 
alive. His mother, after searching in vain in every other 
quarter, appealed to the Sanitary Commission. The officer 
in charge of the Directory applied for information to a re- 
leased prisoner just returned from ‘‘the Libby,” and then 
at our rooms. That gentleman at once declared that the 
long-lost son had been confined with him for months in the 
Libby, and was removed to Andersonville on the day of his 
exchange. 


a 


During the year 1864, eleven - 
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When it is considered that this work is 
done at a cost of only one dollar and fifty- 
five cents for each successful answer, it will 
be readily admitted that nothing which the 
Commission has undertaken has been more — 
satisfactory in its results. It will be .ob- 
served that in seventy-seven out of every 
hundred inquiries we have been enabled 
to obtain information. As very many 
never apply at our rooms until they 
have failed in every effort of their own, 
it is thought that the proportion of an- 
swers given is fully as large as could be 
expected. 

In addition to the regular inquiries of 
the Directory, we are constantly called upon 
for advice and assistance of a miscellaneous 
character, such as the best and cheapest 
mode of procuring the bodies of deceased 
soldiers from the army, the means of com- 
municating with those in hospitals at distant 
points, the method of obtaining passes, the 
means to be used in securing the effects of 
men who die in the service, and of writing 
letters to prisoners, &c. On all these points 
we keep ourselves thoroughly advised, so as 
to be able to make the proper answers. It 
is estimated that not less than fifty weekly, 
or twenty-six hundred persons during the 
year, have sought and received information — 
of this nature. 

At the present time we have on our books 
75,830 names, 47,987 of which have been 
added during the year. 


PROTECTIVE WAR CLAIM AND PENSION 
AGENCY. 


Tive classes of claims are now prosecuted 
by this Agency, viz.: claims for pensions 
on behalf of disabled soldiers and the rela- 
tives of deceased soldiers; for bounty and 
back-pay due the estates of deceased sol- 
diers ; for pay of prisoners-of-war; for pay 
of soldiers discharged with defective final 
papers; and for prize money of seamen. 
Although the prosecution of two classes at. 
least of these claims was not contemplated 
when the Agency was established, they came 
so entirely within the relief designed to be 
afforded that they could not be rejected 
without manifest inconsistency. 

The table accompanying this report will 
show that since the Agency was organized, 
in May, 1863, 4,855 claims have been re- 
ceived for collection. Of these, there have 
been settled 751 claims for pension, 594 
claims for bounty and back-pay, amounting 
in value to $72,067 50; 182 claims for pay 
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applied for by the families of prisoners-of- 
war amounting to $21,363 64; and 52 
claims for prize money, amounting to 
$1,992 26. The total amount thus collected 
in cash, and paid to claimants, or held sub- 
ject to their order, is $95,423 40. To this 
must be added the sums paid to this date 
upon the certificates of pension, which, at 
the lowest estimate, cannot be less than 
$41,712 00, showing a total sum realized 
for applicants of at least $137,135 40, with- 
out the expense of one dollar to the claim- 
ants. 

Objection has been taken to the work of 
this branch of the Commission that it is not 
strictly charitable, because it makes no dis- 
tinction in the circumstances of claimants. 
Such a: discrimination, however, even if it 
were practicable, could not fail to result in 
embarrassment. A careful observation of 
the cases presented during the year shows 
the practical uselessness of the policy by 
disclosing the fact that of the whole number 
of claimants the circumstances of at least 
three-fourths are but a step removed from 
actual poverty. 

The delay in the settlement of claims, so 
familiar to all who have frequent dealings 
with Government, needs a word of explana- 
tion. The pay-rolls upon which the claims 
of deceased soldiers are settled by the Se- 
cond Auditor of the Treasury Department 
are frequently not accessible to that officer 
until several months have elapsed after the 
death of the soldier. These rolls, as well 
as the proof submitted by the legal repre- 
sentatives of the deceased, must be carefully 
examined and submitted for approval to the 
Second Comptroller before any claim can be 
settled. The result is that an interval often 
exceeding a year intervenes between the 
filing and the final adjustment of a claim for 
arrears of pay. In applications for pension 
the delay, although not usually so great, is 
still very considerable. Owing to the nu- 
merous attempts at fraud in the presenta- 
tion of unworthy or fictitious claims, the 
rules of proof insisted upon by the Depart- 

ent have been gradually rendered more 
stringent. The disability or death of the 
soldier is required in every case to be dis- 
tinctly shown as having occurred in the line 
of military duty, and as incident to the ser- 
vice. In at least three-fourths of the whole 
number of cases the Company records fail 
to throw sufficient light upon these points, 
and the party, or his attorney, is called 
upon to furnish the requisite proof. Where 
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the claimant is the widow of a soldier, her 
marriage must be shown, if possible, by a 
sworn copy of the church, or other public 
record of the marriage, and no other proof 
will be admitted unless the absence of such 
record is clearly established. Where the | 
claimants are minors,a guardian must be 
appointed by Court, and the exact ages of 
the children and the marriage of their pa- 
rents must be shown, if possible, by record 
evidence. Where the claimant is a mother, 
she must establish the fact of her depend- 
ence for support upon her deceased son by 
proof of the sums actually contributed by 
him, and for what, in general, they were 
appropriated. The witnesses called to testify 
in any claim must be disinterested, and, if 
possible, not near relatives of the claimant. 
This rule, of course, excludes at once a large 
number of persons from testifying, with 
whom the knowledge of these facts pecu- 
liarly lies, and increases in the same propor- 
tion the difficulty of establishing the claim. 

it would be easy perhaps to add a feature 
of interest to this report by citing examples 
of the operation of this branch of the Com- 
mission in individual cases. These comprise 
frequently the most afflicting exhibitions of 
utter poverty and hopelessness. In repeated 
instances a home has been kept to the fami- 
lies of soldiers by the trifling loans which 
have been advanced upon claims in course 
of settlement. During the present month 
a certificate of pension in favor of a soldier 
discharged for consumption contracted: in 
the service was reeeived upon the day of his 
death. His wife called to say that she had 


no means with which to defrey the expenses 


of his burial. Fortunately the arrears upon 
the pension proved to be considerable, and 
were promptly paid by the Government 


‘pension agent. 


But it is believed that the character of 
the. work, as one of benevolence, is suffi- 
ciently indicated in the tables accompanying 
this report. The large and rapid growth, 
which, with little aid from the public press, 
the work has attained, shows the estimation 
in which it is held, and the ease with which 
it may be still further enlarged. Probably 
in no branch of the Commission are the 
benefits resulting from its labors so direct 
and so encouraging. 


SPECIAL RELIEF. 


At the date of our last report, the Special 
Relief Department in Philadelphia had just 
been reorganized. Sufficient time had not 


1016 


then elapsed to test its* practical working. 
The results of more than a year’s experience 
is now sufficient to convince us, not only of 
its immense benefit to our hospitals and 
men, but also of the economical results of 
the plan adopted. Colonel Soest, our Special 
Relief Agent, visits one or other of our 
hospitals daily, keeping himself thoroughly 
advised of their requirements. He is pre- 
pared at all times to render such assistance 
as falls within the scope of the. Sanitary 
Commission. When requisitions are made 
upon us, Colonel Soest, by personal inspec- 
tion, ascertains whether the articles de- 
manded are really needed or not. Thus a 
constant check is maintained to secure the 
economical distribution of the supplies en- 
trusted to our care. 

Perhaps the most important portion of 
our Special Relief work is the looking after 
the comfort of individual soldiers, those in 
the service as well as those discharged. 
Any one familiar with the subject knows 
how many and various are the wants of the 
soldier which the Government cannot rea- 
sonably be expected tocare for. There are 
at our rooms daily: men without descrip- 
tive lists, men with their clothing accounts 
overdrawn, those discharged, or waiting to 
be discharged who have claims unsettled, 
those needing transportation, and those 
suffering from countless other causes. The 
case of each man is thoroughly investigated, 
whenever necessary he is visited, and such 
aid afforded as the circumstances require. 

The applications have recently become so 
numerous that it has been found necessary 
to appoint an assistant to Colonel Soest. By 
this arrangement the latter is enabled to pass 
most of his time invisiting our hospitals. 

During the year, 5,356 cases have re- 
ceived attention, as follows: 


Number of issues of supplies made to general and vo- 


lunteer hospitals and tramsports..cceccccecesescee 464 
‘Number of issues of supplies made to individual sol- 

(ICTS ADCS SEL VICE,, cvcs\oc vee votive Selcisvivieie ld bie sic 2,091 
Number of issues of supplies made to discharged sol- 

MLIGLE: sciein'e'e eh les sie ale S*iele'e wins dbs culec ees ciealee sewers 210 
Visits paid to hospitals............ art slme erie 5 Ea eeleteh SLy 
WISE PAID LO IMALVICUAIS. 6%. csc seebescectvesese 303 
Referred to local relief associations,.......0ce.cceee 330 
Transportation given or procured............seeeeee wey ayes) 
Temporary SUbSISteNCe GIVEN. ....cececcsccceccces 139 
Supplied ith CETISRORG OUC as os 5) ch <a Ce vm slots bolbloiale 
MinGell A NOOS ws cists mites Sete wis cloEG ons 60 0 6in6 > sins cpio 121 

5,356 


Value of supplies issued to general hospitals... $24,244 40 
Value of supplies issued to volunteer hospitals, 
refreshment saloons, ‘‘ home,”’ &c., including 


Harrisburg Lodge.....ecceessccceececvecess 7,623 37 
Value of supplies issued to transports, &e. Seihie 1,120 50 
Value of supplies issued toindividual soldiers... 20,777 35 
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It will be observed, on reference to the 


above statament, that supplies, amounting 


in value to $7,623 87, have been issued to 
the various volunteer organizations for the 
relief of soldiers in this department. In 
addition to this, the Executive Committee 
has appropriated $2,000 to the Citizens’ 
Volunteer Hospital, $2,000 to the Cooper 
Shop Volunteer Refreshment Saloon, $2,000 
to the Union Volunteer Refreshment Sa- 


‘loon, and $500 to the Soldiers’ Home. 


FROM FORT FISHER. 
BY F. W. FOSTER. 
. January 20, 1865. 

I have the honor to report that acting 
under orders from head quarters, I pro- 
ceeded to Fort Fisher, with Sanitary sup- 
plies aboard the Steamer Demolay to Fort- 
ress Monroe, from that point,aboard the — 
Steamer Atlantic, to Fort Fisher. ‘ 

A portion of my goods were landed in 
safety through the surf on the 13th, im- 
mediately following the troops, and a depot 
was established near General Terry’s head- 
quarters, near the beach. 

The troops were all obliged to wade 
through the surf from the boats, and some 
were completely immersed in reaching the 
shore, so that I found it necessary to dis- 
tribute dry shirts and drawers in some 
cases, which were gratefully received, and 
I have reason to believe, prevented much 
suffering, and probably sickness among the 
soldiers of General Terry’s command. - 

For three days and nights the troops were 
exposed on the beach with little or no 
shelter, and with a limited amount of com- 
missary stores. By great exertion I suc- 
ceeded in getting a portion of my stores © 
landed on the second day, and upon the re- 
quest of different surgeons, was able to re- 
lieve many necessities, cases where diet, 
clothing, stimulus, &c., were called for. 

The great demand for boats in landing 
the troops embarrassed me somewhat, but 
I finally succeeded in getting all my goods 
ashore before the assault on Fort Fisher 
began. 

I chose a situation to co-operate with the 
surgeons and the hospital department, in 
relieving the wants of the wounded as 
they were brought in, and in distributing 
comfort to the sick. 

I have found it necessary to practice the 
same careful scrutiny with issue of stimulus, 


853,765 62| food and clothing, which has been found so 
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useful in other departments, in neatly every 
case requiring the surgeon’s written appro- 
val, and delivering the article to the needy 
person himself, who, unless sick or disabled 
was expected to present himself at the 
agency for the articles required, that is when 
the armies are settled in camp. 

All wholesale demands from surgeons, 
chaplains and others, for regiments re- 
presented to be in need, I have carefully 
declined to fill, but have uniformly requested 
that the needy party be sent directly to me, 
with a note from the surgeon stating the 
wants, [ am satisfied by this course that 
the goods distributed have been to the 
most pressing cases both among officers and 
men. | 

The wounded all received attention from 
some of the Sanitary Commission Agents, 
each one having his duty to perform. 

On the 15th, at about four o’clock, as 
the wounded were coming in, we made hot 
milk punch and beef tea; soft crackers 
were given for them to eat. At this time 
no commissary stores were landed, so that 
all the wounded had at first was what we 
gave them. " 

A chest of tea was sent to the cook- 
ground, or place chosen for cooking. Often- 
times surgeons would call on us for crackers 
for the wounded, as they were without any. 
Rags, bandages, sponges, liquors, blankets, 
&c., &c., were in great demand. We made 
over two hundred gallons of milk punch. 

The timely aid of the Commission seems 
to be appreciated by all that know the good 
derived therefrom. 

My course has been approved by General 
Terry and Dr. Burnes, Medical Director of 
the Department, Dr. Buzzell, Medical In- 
spector, and other prudent and conscientious 
officers of different grades. I have received 
‘prompt assistance from General Terry, in 
receiving from him six colored men whgm 
I used in getting and heating water for tea 
and milk punches, in making farina, &c. 

Teams were always furnished me for 
transporting my stores. 


A DREAM. 

A letter of one of our agents, written 
home while on distant duty in the enemy’s’ 
country, has fallen into our hands, and 
though it was intended for no eye but one, 
we have obtained permission to insert this 
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I dreamed the other night of crossing 
over from a fort to the bank beyond the 
moat, on a fallen tree: The top of the tree 
began to settle as I got almost to the bank, 
and I began to sink down into the deep 
muddy ditch, and was just wavering between 
sinking into the moat and springing to the 
bank, when, without my looking up, I felt 
a little hand in mine giving the gentlest 
little pull, but steady and real, which lifted 
me right up to my feet; and on looking, 
there was our little, darling boy. It was so 
real that it woke me, and these are the 
thoughts it left with me. 


“A LITTLE CHILD SHALL LEAD THEM.” 


A little child is leading me, 
I feel his hand in mine; | 
I’m lead as one that cannot see— 
His is a right divine. 


He has a gentle, timid voice ; 
A form that’s very frail; 

A foot that hardly leaves a print; 
A tender face, and pale. 


And yet he has a ceftain power 
To lead me where he will; 

IT hasten with his hast’ning steps, 
And when he rests, I’m still. 


He leads me on to holy thought, 
To earnest prayer and love, 

To where the heart by God is taught, 
To where descends the Dove. 


He leads me where the waters flow 
That wash out stains of sin; 

He leads my heart to seek to know 
How Christ may enter in. 


He leads me to my own sweet home, 
And shows me there at rest, 

My children and my wife, so dear, 
And all I love the best, 


He leads me on where children play 
On banks of living green, 

Where sunshine lingers all day long, 
And angels’ wings are seen. 


He leads me thence to seek the Source 
Of spirit, life and power; 

To search the problem, never solved— 
The soul’s own natal hour! 


To ask, How out of God we came? 
How unto God we go? 

How,.’tis in Him we live and move— 
The Holy Spirit’s flow. 


Tis thus a child is leading me, 
His little hand in mine}; 

Tis thus I’m led, that could not see; 
’*Tis thus his power’s divine ! 


DR. HOWARD'S AMBULANCE, 


Dr. Howard, late surgeon of the United 
States Army, has, after much thought and 


extract in the BunLerrn. The letter reads: | labor, constructed plans of an improved 


‘ 
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7 
ambulance, of which we gave a series of 


- wood cuts in the last number of the But- 
LETIN, and not having the Doctor’s text at 
hand, we inadvertantly attributed a mea- 
sure of the credit of this very creditable 
work to the members of the Sanitary Com- 
mission, whom we know to have taken a 
deep interest in Dr. Howard’s plan, but we 
take pleasure now in correcting the error 
by giving the full credit of the work to Dr. 
Howard, and calling attention to his own 
description of the improved ambulance, 
commencing on page. 994 of our present 
issue. 


ONE WEEX’S WORK AS HOSPITAL VISITOR. 
BY. 3. Bs HOLT. 


Monday morning rode my horse to Alex- 
andria, and spent the day at Louviture Hos- 
pital, visited each man confined to his bed, 
offering words of cheer, finding out their 
wants, and engaging to ’ supply ‘those wants 
as far as 3 practicable. Took a-number of 
cases for back-pay.. The men were being 
paid off, and I received many a ‘‘ God bless 
you’ from those whose cases I had taken, 
and for whom that very efficient branch of 
the Commission, the Special Relief, had 
obtained certificates from the Paymaster 
General, so that some were receiving pay 
for fourteen months, others six, eight, ten 
and twelve. 

Tuesday visited Falls Church Hospital, 
where I met the most grateful and happy 
man I have seen for manya day. His 
lower limbs have been paralyzed for five 
months, the only way he could be moved 
was to be carried about in the arms of the 
attendants. Last week the Sanitary Com- 
mission furnished him with a “ Locomotive 
Chair,” in which he can move about 
wherever he pleases in the lower part of the 
Hospital, and when spring comes can move 
out of doors. 

Wednesday visited King Street Boma 
_ sary and Quartermaster’s “hospitals. Took 
quite a number of cases for back-pay. Wrote 
out statements of two soldiers charged with 
desertion, who are believed by the surgeons 
to be innocent. 

Thursday, visited St. Paul’s, Church, 
Grace Church, and Fort Lyon’s hospitals, 
the latter some three miles from Alexandria. 

Friday, visited Grosvenor House, Prince 
Street and gee: Church hospitals. Have 
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written to friends of soldiers, their officers, 
&c., on business connected with the Special - 
Relief Department. 

Saturday, (to-day) have visited Fort 
Williams Hospital, and the headquarters of 
the Brigade, Fort Ward Hospital; called at 
Fairfax Siminary, on request of Miss Wool- 
sey; visited Abbpott Hospital, and Invalid 
Corps Hospital, Freedmen’s Village, forts 
Woodbury and Strong hospitals, at each of 
which there has been much improvement 
in the sanitary condition within a few 
weeks, and a general improvement of the 
patients. 

I hear from surgeons in charge of hos- 
pitals, every day, remarks like the follow- 
ing: ‘* What a grand institution the Sani- 
tary Commission is.” ‘ What should we do 
were it not for the Sanitary?” “We could 
not get along without the aid of the Sani- 


tary.” All of which is encouraging. 
J 
LETTER FROM SURGEON MOORE OF gee 
. MAN’S ARMY. 


Dear Sree :—Your obliging aiden! con- 
taining an offer of sanitary stores, was re- 
ceived yesterday. The articles of food and 
underclothing will be of great use to us _ 
here. | 

If one of your agents could hs stationed 
here it would be a more convenient arrange- 
ment than having them at Beaufort. But 
our surgeons will have to go to Hilton 
Head for medical supplies, and when there, 
can easily go to Beaufort and, bring down 

sanitary stores. No orders for these articles 
will be sent except by division or regimental 
surgeons. I hope soon to see a branch of - 
your establishment at this place. With | 
kind regards to yourself and the benevolent 
institution you represent, I remain, . 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


Jno. Moore, 
Surg. U.S. A., in charge Sherman’s Army. 


THE SANITARY COMMISSION IN THE SHEN- 
ANDOAH. . 


EXTRACT FROM REPORT OF MR. ‘BATCHELDER. 

There have been one hundred thousand 
soldiers’ letters committed to our care, on 
about one-third of wnich we have paid the 


~ postage. 


We have forwarded, in money, for soldiers 
forty-three thousand and seventy-five dol- 
lars, and returned receipts for the same. 
Wifty packages have been delivered to the 
express company, through our agency. The 
remains of about twenty-five soldiers have 
been sent to their friends. 
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Wir-Glaim Association 


OF THE 


STATE OF NEW YORK. 


OFFICE, 35 CHAMBERS STREET, 
NEW YORK. 7 


PRESIDENT. 
Lizrut.-Guyn. WINFIELD SCOTT. 


VICE-PRESIDENTS. 


Hon. Haminron Fisk, Apmirau Dupont, 
Joun J. Cisco, Esq. Rup. A. Wirrnaus, Esq 


TREASURER.—Rogert B. Minturn, Esa. 


DIRECTORS. 


Hons. E. D. Morgan,  {Howarp Porrrr, 
Guorce Oppyxn, | Witu1am E. Dopez, jr., 
Hiram Barney, THEopoRE RoosEvztr, 
Jas W. Bunxman, |Purur Cooprr, 

H. W. Betiows, D.D., |Grorer Bancrort, 

Joun Jacoz Astor, DanieL Lorp, 

JAMES Brown, Wixson G. Hunt, 

Wituiam H. Aspinwat1,|Rosert L. Stuart 

JAMES GALLATIN, Aurrep PEL. 


Apply in person or by letter, to 


HENRY GREENFIELD, Seeretary, 
35 CHAMBuRS Street, New York. 


OBJECTS OF. THE ASSOCIATION. 


1st. To secure the soldiers and sailors and their 
families, any. claims for pensions, pay, or bounty, 


etc., without cost to the claimant. 
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2d. To protect soldiers or sailors and their families 


from imposture and fraud. 


3d. To prevent false claims from being made 


against the Government. 


Ath. To give gratuitous advice and information to 


soldiers and sailors or their families needing it. 





THE U. § SANITARY COMMISSION 


. Was constituted by the Secretary of War in June, 


1861, in accordance with the recommendation of 


the Surgeon-General of the United States Army, 

_ and its appointment and plan of organization were ' 
approved by the President of the United States. 
Its present organization is as follows: 


H. W. Bellows, D.D., New York. 
A. D. Bache, LL.D., Washington, D. C. 
_F. L. Olmsted, California. 
George T. Strong, Esq., New York. 
Elisha Harris, M.D., New York. 
W. H. Van Buren, M.D., New York. 
Wolcott Gibbs, M.D., Cambridge, Mass. 
S. G. Howe, M.D., Boston, Mass. ‘ 
C. R. Agnew, M.D., New York. ‘ 
J. S. Newberry, M.D., Cleveland, Ohio. ° 
Rt. Rev. T. M. Clark, Providence, R. I. 
Hon. R. W. Burnett, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Hon. Mark Skinner, Chicago, Ill. 
Hon. Joseph Holt, Washington, D.C. 
Horace Binney, jr., Philadelphia, Penna. 
Rev. J. H. Heywood, Louisville, Ky. 
J. Huntington Wolcott, Boston, Mass. 

\ Charles J. Stillé, Philadelphia, Penna. 
Ezra B. McCagg, Chicago, IL. 


OFFICERS. 


H. W. Bellows, D.D., President. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Vice-President. 
George T. Strong, Treasurer. | 

J. Foster Jenkins, M.D., General Secretary. 
J. 8. Newberry, M.D., Associate Secretary. 


STANDING COMMITTER. 


Henry W. Bellows,D.D. George T. Strong. 
Wm.H.VanBuren,M.D. Wolcott Gibbs, M.D. 
C. R. Agnew, M.D. Charlés J. Stillé. 


HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 


The Sanitary Commission has made arrange-~ 
ments for supplying information gratuitously, 
‘with regard to patients in all the United States 
General Hospitals. 

For information relative to patients in the Hos- 
pitals in New York, New Jersey, the New England 
States, Eastern Virginia, Maryland, District of Co- 
lumbia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Florida 
and Louisiana, address “ Office of Sanitary Com- 
mission, Washington, D. C.” 

For the Hospitals in Pennsylvania, address 
“ Office of Sanitary Commission, No. 1307 Chest- 
nut Street, Philadelphia.” 

For the Hospitals in Western Virginia, Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, lowa, Kentucky, Ten- 
nessee, Mississippi, and Arkansas, address “‘ Office 
Sanitary Commission, Louisville, Ky.” 

In all cases the name, rank, company, and regi- 
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ment of the person inquired for should be given, 
and where he was when last heard from. Ifthe 
application is by letter, the answer will be sent 
by return of mail; if in person, it will be answered 
at once; or if by telegraph, an answer will be re- 
turned immediately at the inquirer’s expense. _ 

p@s~Soldiers’ Aid Societies, clergymen, editors, 


and others, can scarcely serve the cause of hu- - 


manity more effectually than by frequently and 
widely disseminating a knowledge of the above, 
among those who have friends in the army. 


SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 


The Sanitary Commission, under special au- 
thority of the President of the United States, 
maintains an extensive system of agencies for 
securing the safe conveyance to, and distribution 
of, goods put in its charge for the sick and 
wounded at points where they are most wanted. 
It operates with equal care and generosity at all 
points—at New Orleans and at Washington, 
before Charleston and at Chattanooga—its dis- 
tributions being governed by a comparison of the 
wants of the patients in all.cases. The following 
is a list of depots, to which auxiliary societies 
and all disposed to aid the sick and wounded, 
without reference to States or localities, but sim- 
ply to their relative necessity for assistance, are 
invited to send their offerings: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST. 
CENTRAL DEPOTS OF COLLECTION. 


U. S. Sanitary Commission, No.-18 West 
Street, Boston, Mass. 

U. S8.,Sanitary Commission, No. 11 Cooper 
Union, New York. 

U. 8. Sanitary Commission, State House, Row 
Haven, Conn. 

U. s. Sanitary Commission, No. 1307 Dheseint 
Street, Philadelphia. 


DEPOTS OF DISTRIBUTION. 


U. 8. Sanitary Oe No. 244 F Street, 
Washington, D. C. 

U. S. Sanitary Hone Camp Distribu- 
tion, Va. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 46 Sharp 
Street, Baltimore, Md. 
a: Sanitary Commission, Harper’s Ferry, Va. 
. S. Sanitary Commission, Annapolis, Md. 
.S. Sanitary Commission, Camp Parole, Md. 
. S. Sanitary Commission, Norfolk, Va. 
. 5. Sanitary Commission, City Point, Va. 
. S. Sanitary Commission, Newberne, N. C. 
. 8. Sanitary Commission, Beaufort, S. C. 
. 8S. Sanitary Commission, New Orleans, La 

Temporary Depots for distribution are estab- 
lished from time to time as necessities of the 
service require. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST. 
CENTRAL DEPOTS OF COLLECTION. 


U. S. Sanitary Commission, corner Vine and 
Sixth Streets, Cincinnati, O. 

U.S. Sanitary Commission, No. 95 Bank Street, 
Cleveland, O. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 66 Madison 
Street, Chicago, Ill. 

U. 8. _Sanitary Commission, No. 2 Adam’s 
Block, Buffalo, N. Y. 


aqdddqaqaaqa 
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U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 59 Fourth 
Street, Pittsburgh, Penna. 

U. 8. Sanitary Commission, No. 32 Larned 
Street, Detroit, Mich. r 

‘vhags Sanitary Commission, Columbus, 0. 

U.S. Sanitary Commission, Fifth Street, Louis- 
ville, Ky. 

The Commission receives no pecuniary aid 
whatever from the Government, and is wholly 
dependent on the voluntary contributions of the 
public for the means of sustaining its operations. 
Contributions to the Treasury are solicited, and 
may be transmitted to George T. Strong, Esq., 
Treasurer, 68 Wall Street, N. Y. 


SPECIAL RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 
EAST. 


“Special Relief” Office, 76 Kingston Street, 
Boston, Mass. 

‘« Special Relief” Office, 1307 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia. ; 
“‘ Soldiers’ Rest,” Buffalo, Exchange street, op- 

posite R. R. Depot. 

“‘ Soldiers’ Lodge,” Harrisburg, Pa. 

“The Home,” Baltimore, Md. 

“Home for. Wives, Mothers and Children of 
Soldiers,” Annapolis, Md. 

“Special Relief Office,’ No. 389 H Street, 
Washington, D. C., where assistance is rendered 
in procuring Pay, Pensions, Bounty, Prize Money, 
and arrears of Pay and Bounty, and in various 
other ways. 

“The Home,” No. 374 N. Capitol Street, Wash-. 
ington, D. C. 

“Home for Wives, Mothers and Children of 
Soldiers,” 374 N. Capitol St., Washington, D. C. 

“Lodge No. 4,” for discharged soldiers, No. 
389 H Street, Washington, D. G 

‘“‘Lodge No. 5,” near terminus of Washington 
and Alexandria R. R., Maryland Avenue, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

‘Lodge No. 6,” near Steamboat Landing, Sixth 
Street, Washington, DrG: 

Alexandria Lodge,” near terminus of Orange 
and Alexandria R. R., Alexandria, Va. 

“ Special Relief Office, ” New Orleans, La. 

“The Home,” New Orleans, La. 


WEST. 

Soldiers’ Home, No. 81 Jefferson avenue, De- 
troit, Michigan. 

Soldiers’ Home, Third Street, Oincinnati, Ohio, 
Col. G. W. D. Andrews, Superintendent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Louisville, Ky., James Malona, 
Sup’t. James Morton, Special Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, New Albany, corner of Main 
and State Streets. 

Soldiers’ Home, Cairo, Ill., C. N. Shipman, 
Superintendent and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Nashville, Tenn., Captain I. 
Rev. J. Hoblit, Relief Agent 

Soldiers’ Home, Columbus, Ohio, Col. Isaac 
Dalton, Superintendent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Cleveland, Ohio, Joseph Je- 
rome, Superintendent and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Lodge, near landing, Memphis, Tenn., 
C. W. Christy, Superintendent and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Camp Nelson, Ky., Thomaa. 


Butler, Superintendent. 


Soldiers’ Home, Paducah, Ky. 
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P BRANCH, 4 a DL rvG “aig ; BRANCH, 
No. 744 Broadway, JoxTENT LEGS AR ' Wo. 19 Green Street, 
NEW YORK. WO 7318  Cpgstll ge kc, BOSTON, Mass. 


) a \PHILADELPHIA| 
Important Information for Soldiers and Sailors who have lost Limbs. 


The ‘“PatmeR” ARM and Lea are now furnished for the mutilated heroes of the Army and Navy, and I have the 
pleasure of presenting extracts from official letters from the Surgeon-General, which will gratify numerous applicants, 
who, in the past, have been led to believe that they must accept an inferior limb, or have no aid from Government, 

SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
WASHINGTON City, D.C., Dec. 12, 1863. 


Sir :—The Board of Medical Officers assembled in the City of Philadelphia, for the purpose of examining the different 
models submitted S them for an Artificial Arm, having reported * * * * * * * 
IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE BoARD, WHEN A SOLDIER MAY DESIRE TO PURCHASE ‘‘THE MORE 
ELEGANT AND EXPENSIVE ARM OF PALMER,” FIFTY DOLLARS WILL BE ALLOWED TOWARDS PAYMENT FOR THT SAME. 

By order of the Acting Surgeon-General. C. H. CRANH, Surgeon U.S8.A. 


SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
WaAsHINGTON City, D.C.,. Sept. 20, 1864. 
Sim :—In answer to your letter of the Ist inst., Iam directed to inform you, that the Report and recommendation of 
the Medical Board recently assembled in New York, to examine samples and models of Artificial Limbs, is not designed 
to supersede the recommendation of the former Board, so FAR AS REGARDS THE LIMBS MANUFACTURED BY YOU. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, by order of the Surgeon-Ceneral, 
W. C. SPENCER, Assistant Surgeon U.S.A. 
To B. FRANK. PALMER, LL.D., 744 Broadway, New York. 


The Best PALMER LEG is furnished THE SOLDIER FREE 
The Best PALMER ARM, for a SMALL ADVANCE. 


The Best LINCOLN “GOVERNMENT” ARM, FREE. 
Prices of the PALMER LIMBS not raised to OFFICERS and CIVILIANS. 


Apply in person, or by letter, at either of the offices. Address 





8B. FRANK. PALMER, LL.D., 


President American Artificial Limb Co. 


THE TARR FARM PETRO 
OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 


Office, Gl Cedar Street, New Work. 


Capital, $3,000,000. 30,000 Shares, Par Value $100 each. 


4 





TRUSTEES: 


GEORGE P. BRADFORD, Eso.,. New York. ALANSON A.. SUMNER, Albany, N. Y. 
Hon. ROGER AVERILL, Danbury, Conn. Kk. B. BELDEN, M.D., New York. 
WILLARD PARKER, M.D., New York. _J. T. SANGER, New York. 

JAMES WADSWORTH, New York. 


To all acquainted with the Oil Region of Western Pennsylvania, the name of this Company, 

as indicating its locality, is significant of the great value of its properties. 

There is no better Oil Territory. 

It embraces interests in fee in more than tweNty productive wells, and in TwELve others 
now rapidly approaching completion, while the further development of its large unimproved 
area will, at an early day, greatly increase its product. 

We oifer it as a permanent dividend-paying investment. 

A limited amount of this stock can be obtained solely of the undersigned at $50 PER 
SHARE, BEING ONE-HALF OF ITS PAR VALUE. 

The declared dividend for the month is one per cent. on its entire capital, to which pur- 
chasers within the month will be entitled. 


JAMES WADSWORTH & COMPANY, 


No. 61 Cedar Street, New York. 
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MANUFACTURED ONLY BY THE ORIGINAL INVENTORS, 


E. & T, FAIRBANKS & C0,, St. Johnsbury, Vermont. | 


PRINCIPAL WAREHOUSES : 


FATRBANKS & CO., No. 252 Broadway, New York. e : 
FAIRBANKS & BROWN, No. 118 Milk Street, Boston. ft F 
FAIRBANKS, GREENLEAF & CO., No. 172 Lake Street, Chicago. 
FAIRBANKS & HWING, Masonic Hall, Philadelphia. 
FATRBANKS & CO., No. 246 Baltimore Street, Baltimore. 


Descriptive Circulars furnished or mailed to any address, on application to either of the above 





ESTABLISHED 1860. ) 
486 BROADWAY asD «441 BROOME ST. 


SEWING MACHINES 


| OF THE MST APPROVED MAKES, SUCH AS THE 
WHEELER & WILSON, 
GROVER & BAKER, 
‘ WILLCOX & GIBBS, 
A. B. HOWE, 


eR SINGER AND OTHERS. 
TO RENT AND , 
FOR SALE, 


At MANUFACTURERS’ PRICES, and with the same privileges. Instruction THOROUGH and 
gratis, at the 


N. Y. SEWING MACHINE EMPORIUM, 


Corner Broadway and Broome Street, New York. 


V. W. WICKES, Jr., Proprietor, 
486 Broadway, Up Stairs. 
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OFFICE OF THE eC 


MORRIS 


FIRE & INLANI 


COMPANY, 
COLUMBIAN BUILDING, 











Authorized Capital, - - - $5,000,000. 
Cash Capital, paid im.- - ; $200,000. 





This Company issues on the most favorable terms, Policies of Insurance, 


WITH OR WITHOUT PARTICIPATION IN PROFITS, 


against loss or damage by fire, on Dwelling Houses, Stores, and all kinds of 
Buildings, and on Household Furniture and other Property, and on Vessels and 
their Cargoes, while lying in Port. 


Losses will be Promptly Adjusted and Paid. 





- 


DIiMmRECTO RH S. 


EDWARD ROWE, JOHN D. BATES, JOSEPH MORRISON, 
ALBERT G. LEE, FRED. H. BRADLEE, DAN’L W. TELLER, 
GEORGE MILN, EDWARD C. BATES, HENRY J. CAMMANN, 
J. C. MORRIS, WILLIAM MACKAY, §. N. DERRICK, 
ROB’T BOWNE, _ BENJ. E. BATES, CHARLES HICKOX, 
EZRA NYE, B. U. MORRIS, Jr., N. O. NIMS. 


B. C. MORRIS, President. 
WM. M. WHITNEY Secretary. 
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F. RATCHFORD STARR, General Agent, 


400 Watnut Street, Philadelphia. 


The Mutual Life Insurance Company of New York. 


EF. 8. WINSTON, PresipEnt. 


Cash Assets over Eleven and 2 half Millions of Dollars. 


Policies known as “‘ Non-Forfeiting,” on the terms they express, on the Ten-Year plan, issued by this 
Company, possess advantages in profits and rates of premiums, greater than are offered by any other Life 





Company. 


al 


THE 


Widows & Orphans’ Benefit Life Ins. Co. of New ore. 


LUCIUS ROBINSON. PresipEnt. 
Cash Capital, $200,000. 


Many of the Trustees and other officers of this Company are connected with the well-known Mutua 
Lire InsurANCE Company oF New York, and the intimate and amicable relations between the two 
Companies, guarantee favorable results to Policy-holders. 


Universal Life Insurance Company of New York. 


; JOHN WADSWORTH, Preusipent. 
Cash Capital, $200,000. 


This Institution has been formed for the benefit of those who, because of imperfect health, are unable 
to obtain policies in other companies. It thus meets the case of thousands who have been turned away 


disappointed in their efforts to provide for their families, and of a still larger number who have felt it use- 
less to apply for insurance. 


Every information may be had, on application, by letter or otherwise, to 


F. RATCHFORD STARR, Gensel Agent, 
400 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Insurance against Accident by the 


TRAVELERS’ INSURANGE COMPANY, 


HARTFORD, CONN. 
CAPITAL, os = = $500,000. 


JAMES G. BATTERSON, Presiven’. 
Insurance effected in this Company against ACCIDENTS of every acento 


Yearly Policies will be issued for a Premium of 


Fifteen Dollars, 





granting Insurance to the amount of 


Five Thousand Dollars 
against loss of life by any accident whatever. 


Twenty-Five Dollars 
secures a Policy for 


Five Thousand Dollars, 


together with $25 per week compensation for personal injury, incapacitating the oes from his 
ordinary business. 


Fifty Dollars Premium 


secures a Full Policy for $10,000 and $40 per week compensation for all and every description of 
Accident. * 


Policies for $500, with $3 per week compensation, can be had for $3 Premium, or any other 
sum between $500 and $10,000 at proportionate rates. 


Wii. W. ALLEN, Agent, 


. 404 WALNUT STREET. 
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Toe Sanitary Commission Butietin is published on the first and fifteenth of every month, and as 
it has a circulation, gratuitous or other, of above 15,000 copies, it offers an unusually valuable medium for 
advertising. ' 

All communications must be addressed to the Editor, at the office, 1307 Chestnut street, Philadelphia, and 

“must be authenticated by the names and addresses of the writers. 

As the continuance of the publication of the BuuLETIN is uncertain, depending on that of the war, and on 
the resources of the U. S. Sanitary Commission—the Standing Committee feels a certain degree of reluctance 
to solicit subscriptions for it—and thereby to pledge the Commission to its issue for a definite period. 

The Committee understand, however, that some of their friends to whom it is now sent gratuitously, ex- 
press a wish to pay for it, and they therefore give notice that the sum of two dollars, remitted to the 
Treasurer, (G. T. Strona, 68 Wall street, New York, or No. 1307 Chestnut street, Philadelphia,) will 
secure its being sent to such contributor during the remainder of the current year, unless tts publication be 
sooner discontinued. 
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ACROSTIC, | DEFINITIONS. 


BY MRS. DR. MACGOWAN. Banquette, is the step or foot bank run- 
ning along the inside of a parapet, sufi- 
ciently high to enable the musketeers to 

stand and fire over the crest of the parapet. 
U) nlock your purses for our armies need, : Barbette.—Guns are in barbette when 
N oble the cause, Columbia’s patriots ery, 


{ 
T o pour in oil and wine—-sustain the brave, | 
I mplore our aid to save, nor let them die. they are elevated behind the parapet, so 
| 
| 
j 


H elp the wan suff’rer, be he free or slave, 
E rect we here an altar where we plead. 


| 


T hrough camp and field, merey with angel wings, | that instead of firing through ‘embrasures 


E ach hand outstretchedgrelief and succour brings, 
D isease with languid eye not turned in vain, they ean be fired over the top. A much 
| wider range is thus secured. 


Barracks.—From the Spanish darraca, 
are lodging houses for troops. When com- 
plete they are sufficiently commodious for 
mess rooms, cooking houses, guard houses, 
magazines, Xe. 

Barricades, are temporary obstructions 
to the advance of a foe, they are sometimes 
hastily made of trees, earth, wagons, boxes, 
barrels, bales, bags, Xc. 

Bastion, is a huge mass of earth, usually 
faced with sods; sometimes with brick, or 
stones, standing out from the angles of a 
fortified work, to protect the walls. 

Batardeau, is a strong wall of masonry 
built across a ditch to sustain the pressure 
of the water, where one part is dry and the 


S. eizes the boon, and dreams of home again ; 
T read lightly, see.a wounded one at rest, 

A s breathing low fie slumbers, and, is blest. 
T urn we again, the thickest of the/fight, 
E yes filming o’er in death, a ghastly sight ;. 
S ee gentle hands wiping the pallid brow, 


S ighing, and groans, exchanged for blessing now. 
A nd you fair helpers in this work of love, 

N ot seeking aught but recompense above ; 

I nspired by that which droppeth as from Heaven, 
T he rich reward of doing good is given. 

A h, when again sweet peace to us shall come, 

R eturning, dove-like, to hér exiled home, 

Y our starry banner wave on every shore, 


C ircling our Union in its folds once more. 

O ur glorious country, freed from every ban, 

M ajestic rise first in the nation’s van; 

M ay the oppressed in every land then see 

I n our proud eagle symbol of the free ; 

S olace, and rest, and when we drop a tear, 

S acred to those whose memories are dear; 

I n grateful hearts and homes, remember well, 
O ur liberties secured by those who fell, 

N ow fold their banners o’er them—all is well. 
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To prevent its being used as a 


other wet. 


passage, it .is built up to an angle at top, 
and armed with iron spikes. 


BEattalion—An aggregation of two to. 


ten companies of infantry. 


Battery.—A_ battery consists of two or 
more pieces of artillery in the field. It also 
implies the emplacement of ordnance des- 
tined to act offensively or defensively. It 
also refers to the company charged with a 
certain number of pieces of ordnance. The 
ordnance constitutes the battery. Men 
serve the battery, horses drag it. 


-Battle—Battles are either parallel or 
oblique, and they are strategic when, in 
consequence of a plan of campaign, they are 
fought upon a given and objective point, as 
the battles of Marengo or Austerlitz. 

The following preparations for battle are 
usually made by great commanders: All 
disposable troops are held in hand; the 
readiness of the troops is ascertained by 
inspection of arms; proper nourishment ig 
given to them before going into battle ; the 
projects of the day are communicated from 
grade to grade; the points for the ambulan- 


lances and caissons are indicated; the ren- 


dezvous for rallying or retreating are made | 


known; measures are taken to secure the 
rear and communications, in order to retain 
the mastery of the base of operations; the 
army is ranged ordinarily in two lines, and 
the position of reserves given in the order 
of battle; the three arms are disposed ac- 
cording to the nature of the ground ; decisive 
points are occupied ; open or flanking batte- 
ries are established on proper elevations ; 
the front and flanks of the army are fur- 
nished with artillery, in number, kind, and 
ealibre according to circumstances. These 
are preparations for battle; the action com- 
meuces ordinarily as follows: marksmen are 
thrown forward, sometimes acting in ¢on- 
junction with artillery. Hither the enemy 
shows an equal disposition to attack, or else 
one party insults the other to bag on a 
combat. When the advanced guards have 


- 


felt each other, the army disposed to make 


-battle begins or increases its cannonade, te 


constrain the adversary to deploy his masses, 
show his different arms, and thus make 
known the composition, number, import- 
ance, and the direction to be given to the 
adverse forces. The reserves remain sta- 
tionary, while the cavalry, properly shel- 
tered from fire, watch their opponents, and 
throw themselves upon weakened or stag-- 
gered lines of infantry. When the affair 
has begun, and the positions and disposi- 
tions of the enemy are known, and the 
proper effect has been produced by firing, 
the infantry may march to the charge, with — 
the arms at a carry or on the right shoul- 
der, leaving to the instinct of the soldier 
the determination of the proper moment of 
bringing the musket to the position of 
charge bayonet. 


'. Bayau, is a small trench, or branch of a 


trench, leading to a magazine or to any par- — 
ticular point. They are generally called 
bayaus of communication. — 


Breastwork, is a hastily constructed 
parapet not high enough to require a ban- 
quette or step behind it. 


Bridge.—There are three kinds of mili- 
tary bridges. 1. Fixed bridges of: timber. 
2. Floating bridges. 3: Flying bridges. — 

Fixed bridge.—This may be. built on 
piles or trestles, like any ordinary bridges. — 

Floating sae —Is geflerally adapted 
for the passage of troops over streams, and 
are supplied by pontoon trains, which ac- 
company the army. Casks may be used to 
construct a bridge, and answer a very good 
purpose, as in fig. 3. Boats may be em- 
ployed instead of casks. 


Fig. 3. 





Flying bridge.—This consists of a large 
boat or raft firmly attached by a long cable 
é 
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toa mooring in the center of the stream. | 


It is made of two, three, or six boats, con- 
nected together and floored over, the beams 
being fastened to the gunwales of the boats 
with iron bolts, and the flooring planks 
nailed upon them. The most suitable boats 
are lon, narrow, and deep, with nearly 
vertical sides, in order to offer greater re- 
sistance to the action of the current. A 
rope or cable is fastened to the upright 
standard on the floor, to the other end of 
which is on anchor, which is-moored in the 
channel, if this is in the middle of the 
stream. If not, the anchor is placed a little 
on one side of it, toward the most distant 
shore. By means of a rudder the bridge is 
turned in such a direction, that it is struck 
obliquely by the current, and the force re- 
sulting from the decomposition of the action 
of the current makes it describe an are of a 
circle around the anchor as a center; and 
this force acquires its maximum effect when 
the sides of the boats make an angle of 
about 55 degrees with the action of the 
current. See fig. 4. 


Fig. 4. 



































=== ———— 
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A flying bridge may, in case of emer- 
gency, be made of any kind of boats, with 
the means of fixing rudders to them. 

A most curious contrivance for crossing 
- streams is found in what are known as Aide 
boats. They are made of four buffalo hides, 
strongly sewed together with buffalo sinew, 
and stretched over a basket work of willow 
8 feet long and 5 feet broad, with a rounded 
bow. To prevent leakage, the seams are 
covered with ashes and tallow, and exposed 
to the sun for some hours, when theskins con- 
tract and tighten the whole work. Such a 
boat, with four men in it, draws only four 
inches of water. - 
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FROM CITY POINT. 


BY J. H. DAVIS. 


HeAD-QUARTERS Fintp Reiger Cores, 
OF ARMIES OPERATING AGAINST RICHMOND, 
Patrick Station, Feb, 6, 1865. 


I sit down to write you a narrative of 
what has transpired during the last two 
days, which will be somewhat confused per- 
haps, and disconnected. Late Saturday 
evening the order came for two brigades of 
the Ist division and 2d and 3d division of 
the 2d Army Corps, to supply themselves 
with four days’ rations, and to be in readi- 
ness to march at daylight. We accordingly 
prepared ourselves to go with them. At 
four in the morning of Sunday we roused 
ourselves and prepared our wagon for the 
march. Our battle stock came in very op- 
portunely. We started the column about 7 
o'clock, and soon made the picket line. The 
head of our advance had scarcely debouched 
from the vedette line, ere skirmishing began. 
The rebels contested every inch of the 
ground, and Ly noon we had only advanced 
to within five miles of “ Hatcher’s Run,’ 
here the rebels had made a stand, but the ca- 
valry flanked them out of their rifle-pits. 


. A BATTLE. 
e laid in position the rest of the day, and 


until 3 o’clock our casualities were smal]— 
—only about fifteen or twenty killed and 


‘wounded. About half-past four, Mahone’s 


Corps of the Rebel Army, advanced on the 
troops of the 2d and 3d brigades of the 
3d division, and Ist brigade of the 2d divi- 
sion, 2d corps, who were busily entrench- 
ing themselves about three-fourths of a 
mile north of ‘‘ Hatcher’s Run.” The rebels 
came on in three lines of battle, with loud 
yells, and charged the line; but the vipers 
bit at a file, for most all the troops had 
perfected their breast-works. The rebels 
were repulsed with loss; nothing daunted 
by their first failure, they came on again and 
again, until they had made five distinct 
charges, but every time were signally re- 
pulsed. They finally retired with severe 
loss. Some estimate their loss at upwards 
of 500 killed and wounded. Our loss was 
slight. The 8th New Jersey and 120th 
New York, suffered the most; the 8th 
losing 42 killed and wounded—altogether, 
the division lost about 75. The 2d division 
lost about 60. The two corps remained in 
undisturbed possession of their works all 
night. 

Being about five miles at the farthest 


‘ 


1028 


The Sanitary Commission Bulletin. 


7 


aE en SDs I a omeeecnaypaer se 


point of our line from the hospital, it was 
deemed expedient to send the wounded into 
the hospital, which was accordingly done. 
Gencral Humphreys sent to us au order to 
goin, asin his opinion, we could do more 
good at the hospital; and ag the night pro- 
mised to be cold, he thought we would be 
more comfortable. Finding that we could 
be of little use at night we came into camp 
and unloaded. 

I forgot to mention the fact, that Uncle 
John* and Mr. Riechenbach were with 
me, und performed much good service. ‘To- 
day I went out again, but did not take the 
wagon. I filled my capacious saddle-bags 
‘with ginger, towels, stockings and matches, 
and mounting ‘“ Old Jeff,’ wended my way 
to the battle front. 


HATCHER’S RUN. 


On approaching ‘ Hatcher’s Run,” I 
found the whole 5th corps laying around 
the old rebel line, which we had taken. the 
day before. ‘They had struck out from the 
, and having made a march of some 
15 or 20 miles on the are of a circle, found 
themselves on the left of the 2d corps, and 
in the rear of the cavalry division, who had 
struck out from the Jerusalem plank goad, 
and made a raid on the Boynton me 
ning parallel with the South Side railroad, 
and had captured 27 wagons loaded with 
forage, besides a rebel colonel, major, and 
three first lieutenants, whom they brought 
in early this morning.. The brigade of 





cavalry in the advance, about two miles ’ 


) 


above the ‘Run,’ were in great danger 
of being captured. While cooking their 
breakfast they were almost surrounded, and 
only got out of their position by hard fight- 
ing. I arrived on the ground about 9 
o’clock, and found Agent Barton of the 
5th corps with his wagon; he was with the 
corps ail through their march, but up to 
that time, had not been able to do much for 
the wounded. Al] the morning our cavalry 
skirinished with the rebels, who proved to 
be Peygram’s Division of Ewell’s Corps, and 
Mahoue’s Division with part of Hokes. 
About 4 o’clock a brigade of cavalry were 
ordered to charge a rebel position to the 
left of our line, held by some dismounted 
rebel cavalry, among whom were the 13th 
Virginia; but the position being among 
pines, where horses could not go, and a bri- 
gade of infautry being found in support of 

* Rev. Juin Vassar, one of our most efficient agents, uni- 
Versally kuowa as ** Uacle John," 








them, we did not succced in driving them. 
Here we captured the colors of the 57th © 
North Carolina, and about 100 prisoners 
Soon after the 5th corps were ordered in, 
the Ist division leading, supported by the 
2d and 3d, who forced the rebels back, and 
cained considerable ground. Your corre- 
spoudent was on the battle-field, und made 
two narrow escapes from death by the rebel 
shells, while he stood up to the work, 
doing all he could in his power to relieve 
the wounded. The minnie balls came too 
provokingly close for comfort, but I en- 
tered into the excitement of the scene, and 
was almost unconscious of the fatal bullets, 
which struck men down all around me. 
Vinally the storm of battle receded and we 
were left alone with the wounded and dying. 
I left the field about 5 o’clock, feeling that — 
we had made a splendid advance towards the 
only railroad now in the possession of the 
rebels. | 
THE WOUNDED. 


At the Run I found the 6th corps ad- 
vancing to the support of the 5th. Since 
I turned my face homeward, I have learned 
that the 3d division of the 5th corps suffer- 
ed a terrible loss. The rebels must have 
charged on that, portion of the line, massing 
their troops for that purpose. We have 
just received news that the wounded are to 
be shipped at this station for the Point 
and are busy making arrangements to re- _ 
ceive them; we have several pails of pupch 
made, and shall keep up until they arrive, 
which will be about midnight. We are 
doing all that can be done under the cir- 
cumstances. I shall go out again in the © 
morning and will ascertain the situation. 

i need more stock, as my men wal be ey 
busy and very tired from their labors; say 
barrels crackers; 3 water pails) tin or wood; 
3 cases milk; 100 shirts; 2 gross Jamaica 
Ginger; 100 pairs of drawers; 100 arm 
slings; 100 pairs of stockings; 2 dozen 
feeding cups; 2 cases soup, boulli; 1 case 
Sherry wine; 200 towels; 200 handker- 
chiets; 100 lbs. chewing tobacco; 3 boxes 
of farina; 100 lbs. smoking tobacco; 50 
lbs. sugar. ; 

_ Send all the tobacco you can spare. This 
will do for both corps—Barton and myself. 

I do not know of many officers killed’ or 
wounded. 

Let me hear from you. Send out letters 
if there be any. I have been in the saddle 
for two days; that must be my excuse for 


\ 





not doing better in the story line. I am 
very tired and sleepy—12 o'clock. 


I closed my letter of last night near 
midnight, with the pots filled, water on 
the fire and everything ready for the re- 
ception of the wounded. Finding that 
the ambulances did not arrive, I laid down 
and soon fell asleep. About 2 o'clock in 
the morning the first load arrived,—and 
such a load! The night ‘was very cold, and 
towards morning it commenced snowing. 
The cars did not arrive in season to meet 
them; an ambulance train, it is said, was 
_ the cause of the delay. The men were un- 
loaded upon the platform, and many dicd 
from sheer exposure. The scene upon and 
around the platform was one which appalled 
the stoutest heart. Men shot and suffering 
from every conceivable kind of wounds, 
groaned in their agony, or shouted in their 
_ frenzy,—bleeding, dying for their country. 
Tt was a night. of horrors; men lay down 
and died without a struggle. One man is 
now lying dead on the end of the platform. 
Here the Commission came in and put in an 
unanswerable argument tn its favor. 


Hgap-quarters Acting Soupv. Finip 
Re.inr Corps, OF ARMIES OPERATING 
AGAINST RicumonD, Fed. 7, 1865. 


“ UNCLE JOHN.” 


I must tell you how much we owe to Uncle 
John, (an agent,) who was here, there and 
everywhere, doing all he could to assist the 
suffering heroes. He was up all night, carry- 
ing out punch, which was dispensed freely to 
all. All our blankets came into requisition, 
for the men suffered intensely from the-cold. 
Our stimulants and ginger relieved much suf- 
fering. It seems that the 8d division of the 
5th corps advanced too far beyond the Run, 
and were flanked by the rebels; they trying 
to cut us off from retreating over the cordu- 
roy bridge over the Run. The rebels were 
in heavy force, and made a most desperate 
charge, closing in on the 3d_brighde, 
and causing them to fall back. It is 
said that here the contest was fearful; the 
rebels attacking our men with the bayonet, 

and in many instances, clubbing them over 
the head with the a. of their muskets; 
many of our men are wounded in this way. 
The 6th corps were then coming up to the 
support of the 5th, and a division was 
thrown across the Run tu stop the trium- 
phant career of the rebels. The rebels 
did not not succeed in gaining the bridge 
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and cutting us off, or driving us into the 
Run, which is a,nasty stream, not very 
wide nor deep, but impassable execpt by 
bridging. The rebels took some of our 
wounded prisoners. Notwithstanding all 
this our loss is not large. I have not vis- 
ited the front to-day, owing to the storm and 
the duties of the hour. 

I have been punching the wounded all 
morning, and have done much to relieve 
them. All the agents have done well, and 
the colored men have kept up all night 
without murmuring. The cavalry and the 
oth corps have been at work skirmishing all 
day, and towards night the 3d division ad- 
vanced, with what success I have not been 
able to learn. Picks and spades are coming 
up, which indicate a determination to hold 
the ground. Jam looking for a big ficht 
to morrow; if fair I shall pack my saddle- 
bags and go cut early and find Barton; [ 
have not heard from him today. ‘The 
goods came up all right. If we have a fight 
to-morrow I will be on hand to see all tliat 
is goingon. [am expecting on 150 more 
wounded to-night... I am prepared to re- 
ceive them. Good night. 


LETTER FROM A. M. 8PERRY. 


The statement annexed gives the amount 
of stores used by the members of the Aux- 
iliary Corps during the past month, but does 
not represent the work done. 

Our agents—about thirty in number— 
are constantly engaged in visiting the wards, 
making the rounds with the same regularity 
as the surgeons. 

The clothing and miscellaneous articles 
mentioned on thereturn are all given to the 
men with our own hands, and so well is this 
work now systematized that we feel sure 
that it is wisely given. Every case in hos- 
pital is intimately known, and no clothing 
or other article likely to be misappropriated 
is given until the need of it is fully estab- 
lished. Experience has taught us the ne- 
cessity of caution, because of a few unscru- 
pulous mén, who are always to be found 
ready to abuse even so pure a labor of love 
as ours. These men are few, but trouble- 
some alike to surgeons and tous. Experi- 
ence teaches also that hundreds of worthy 
men are always to be found deserving ail 
and more than we can do for them. To 
these it is always a delight to minister. 

Articles of diet go to the kitchens for 
preparation. The call for these will con- 


tinue, since neither the medical supply list 
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always: gives them nor will the hospital 
fund always justify their purchase. Our 
supplies of these, form akind of contingent 
JSund, on which a hospital can draw when- 
ever necessary. ; 

It will be observed that our issues of 
Hquors are very small. They are smaller 
than the real good of the men demands. 
It.is said the government supplies are am- 
ple. So they are for certain purposes and of 
certain articles, but it is a matter of com- 
monest experience with us that more can 
be used with greater advantage. Any 
ward surgeon can at any time point out 
men who demand attentions and stimulants 
that he cannot give. Sometimes lives have 
been saved—oiten recovery has been hast- 
ened. specially has this been true of 
Blackberry Cordial. Many men are well 
to-day who would have died without it In 
seme hospitals it is regularly prescribed by 
the surgeons, and issued through the dis- 
pensary; and this systematic use, of it is 
really the most successful. 

So in the use of ale. Much good has 
been done by it, and cases are pointed out 
where its use revived powers of nutrition 
almost spent. 

I need not go through the list. IL would 
it were in our power to give more rather 
than less. he government does its duty 
well, but its duty is not ours. Kindly and 
skillfully it takes care of men in masses. 
We are to go beyond this and give time and 
care and love to each suffering man because 
of those at home who love them. 


Tabular Statement of Issues from Auxiliary Relief 
Stations U. S. Sanitary Commission to the Armies 
before Richmond, for the month of January, 1865. 





Shirts, woolen.........- 9326|Dried Apples, bbls...... 200 
Shirts, cottom.......cse- TDL CLOVES: LDS. ces bmates sist ol 3% 
DYAWETB .cc'cee soccer 1924|N utmegs, MDS rmesckrecme 4 
HGOKS. cacieecis a sreesesuale 2378| Mustard, lbs............ 32 
Mittens .c. cs ccccue Aye 560|Soap, castile, Ibs ....... “51 
Blanketscsss <.cwen ss BADR PRA LE ¢ wisicial gas <6 ole 8 
TowelS..cces «eee parts  .2033| Boiled Onions, cans..... 92 
Handkerchiefs.......... 1611] Apple Sance, cans....... 248 
Pillow Ticks ........ ... 24{Beef Soup, cans......... 42 
Pillow Cases.....-..+--- 26|Soup and Bouilli, cans.. 140 
GHGEStS. ccs cheeses see claae 80|Julienne Soup, cans..... 72 
Flannel, yards........-. 4|Blackberry Brandy, btls. 33 
WYapPers eoccesecceeees 126| Blackberry Cordial, btls. 232 
Milk, 1DS.....-----eeeee 1754|Sherry Wine, btls....... 93 
Tomatoes, gallons....... ABZ) B16, DUS .. cece cave sivay 590 
Beef Stock, cans....-... 240|Cherry Brandy, btls.... 116 
Roast Beef, IDeieswcees ee 240| Jamaica Ginger, btls.... 563 
Mutton, Ibs. BE PP RR 1802} Whiskey, btls.......... 12 
Tobacco, 1b8....ee-eeee- 3612| Lemon Syrup, btls...... 80 
Chocolate, lbs......--.. 243| Brandy, btls............ 52 
Dried Fruit, Ibs......... 550) Flavoring Extract, btls. 429 
Farina, 1bs.....-.-+e-- $24] Cider, btls......ee ence. 24 
Gellatin, lbs.....---++e- 114|Cologne, btls........... 20 
Sugar, 1b8...-..-eeeens 840|Envelopes...... ... --- 24,016 
Tea, lbs....----+ gb rive oi 30|Paper, reams.......-.-.. 8834 
Spices, lbS...-..+++--+s- $334) Pencils, d0Z...... .esees 76 
Ground Ginger, Ibs,..... 53¢|Ink, tls ....+.seee eee 616 

Maizena, lbs...-... a Penholders ..........0+. 364 
Crackers, bbls......-- . 1.4432 Pens, ZTOSB .eseccscccess 1 
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Spelling Books.......... 370|Crutches, pairs ......... 84 
Matches, gross....+.. ... 174)Tin Cups..... mes heh ks 9 8 408 
Pins, PAPCLs, «> «cites saed 788 | Spoons... s:.+xwaeteenennaee 
Needles, papers......... 160|Combsi o.oo See sss + 9873 
Darning Needles........ 24) Yeast Powders, boxes... 100 
Comfort Bags.........-. 50) Lemonade, cans.....--. 156 
PAE. 5 sss. cea sarneenee 36 | Pickles, gallons abou (ee 
Rags, Dbisi...esoueee nee 2\4|Gerkins, box..... vane ges ak 
Arm Slings..........+s- 84)Chambers..... caus aie 13 
Tip Palle: o,.0-desseruee 2 


Department of the South. : 


A TESTIMONIAL. 
New Organs, La, January al, 1865. 
Dr. Gio. A. BLAKE, 

Agent U. S. Sanitary Comuslasion: 

Srr :—Before leaving the city, allow me 
to tender to you, and through you, to the 
Sanitary Commission, my sincere thanks for 
the many favors I have received at your 
hands, in the shape of diet and clothing, 
for the sick and disabled of the Ist Indiana 
Heavy Artillery. 6 we - 

I believe you to be true to the trust con- 
fided to you. Your activity and efficiency 
in responding to the many ‘wants of our pa- 
triotic soldiers must. command the respect 
and admiration of all who uphold the cause 
of our common country. I am sir, 

Very respectfully, 
W. L. SHerop, 
~Sargeon ist Indiana Heavy Artillery. 

' LETTER FROM WILLIAM R. MILLER. 

Hast Pascagouna, January 28, 1865. 


Dr. Gro. A. BLAKE, 


General Agent Sanitary Coslmiaaiin: 
Department of the Gulf. - 


Dear Dr.:—I write you in the hurry of 
packing up, and of course, do not expect to 
present anything worthy of special notice. 
Confusion is at present the order of the 
day. Cavalry have all left ;—several regi- - 
ments of infantry have marching orders. I 
have been asked how long it will take to 
pack up; and on that hint, have everything 

packed, ready for a start. Fort Gaines is again 
8 be my depot. I have received two consign- 
ments of goods—a large portion of which L 
have issued, and I am often cheered by the 
remarks from surgeons and men, “ We did 
not’ know what the Sanitary Commission 
was until we met you.’ The kindest feel- 
ings exist between us. From commanding 
general to drummer-boy, I have all as my 
friends; and all are injerested in the Sani- 
tary Commission. I do not remember any 
period of my life im which I have realized 
as much pure pleasure as I have since my 
connection with the Commission. And now, 
on this day—which may be my last at Pas- 
cagoula,—TI am just as happy and contented 
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as I desire to be; being convinced that this 
is not the proper base for operations against 
Mobile, and that the proper base has been 
found, and that Mobile will be ours just as 
soon as the troops could get there by this 
route. 
Do not send me any more goods until 
you hear from me. My orders from the 
eMedical Director are. to have as much at 
Gaines as possible, but not to keep any 
here, more than sufficient for a few days. [ 
have spent the week very profitably for my- 
self and the men, but have no time to enter 
into particulars. 


Sick do not accumulate as I anticipated, and 
I am the more convinced that this is THE 
place for a General Hospital. 

- T enclose a letter sent to me a few days 
since—’tis not from a surgeon, but from 
one who has seen, perhaps, more of the ad- 
vantages of the Sanitary Commission than 
any surgeon in the department. [I receive 
and forward all such that cqme voluntarily 
without regard to the rank of the writer. 

Dr. Udell, Iowa State Agent, is with me, 
and I shall send this by him. 

Having no letter-paper with me, | am 
obliged to use note-paper, which you will 
please excuse. 


_ LETTER FROM EDWARD HARMAR, 


Acting Hospital Steward, Field Hospital, Kast 
' Pascagoula, Miss. 


Firtp Hospirat, East Pascagouna, Miss. 
January, 22, 1865. 
Mr. W. R. Mituer; 
Agent U. 8. Sanitary Commission. 


Dear Sir :—As I am about to leave the 
service, and return North to my home, I 

feel it my duty to express to you in 2 fecble 
’ way, my’ appreciation of the many and 
valuable services rendered to the sick and 
wounded soldiers of this department, by 
yourself individually, as well as by the 
Commission you represent. Having served 
as Actin Hospital Steward in the St. Louis 
General Hospital, at New Orleans, La., at 
the Post Hospital, at Fort Gaines, Ala., and 
at the Field Hospital, East Pascagouia, 
Miss., | have in each place witnessea your 
course of action, and am prep.red to say 
that your smiling and cheerful face is al- 
ways a welcome one .to the soldiers, and 
that the personal services rendered by you 
are of incalculable value; at least equal in 
amount to the supplies which you have so 
liberally provided, and I am fully satisfied, 
many -valuable lives have been saved there- 


Let it suffice that the 
command is in good health and spirits. 





by. Itwould give great pleasure to refer 
to some particular cases, but I find such a 
multitude, that it is utterly impossible to 
particularize. Suffice it to say that if all 
Sanitary Agents equal you in discrimination 
and zeal, thousands of families will have 
cause to say God bless the Sanitary Com- 
mission, and I assure you I shall make it a 
point, wherever I. go, to urge upon all, 
liberal contributions to your finds. 


FROM ANNAPOLIS. 
BY E. 0. GUILD. 
AnnaPo.tis, Feb. 4, 1865 

I have the honor to submit herewith my 
report for the week ending this day. 

On Sunday, January 29, I had the pleas- 
ure, at the suggestion of Rev. J. M. Clark, 
agent of the U. 8. Christian Commission, of 
preaching at the College Green barracks, 
under command of Captain Charles W. 
Davis. ‘There were not many occupants of 
the barracks this day, but I had a most in- 
teresting and intelligent audience of about” 
30 men, mostly composed of those detailed 
for special duty, under the orders of Cap- 
tain Davis. In the evening I attended ser- 
vice in the officer’s hospital, of which Rev. 
D. O. Sloan is chaplain; a sort of family 
worship in one of the wards of the hospital, 
followed by an hour given to sacred music. 
I have also had the pleasure several times 
duriug the week, of joining in evening 
prayers, held every evening in the tent of 


-Miss Hall, superintendent of lady nurses. 
| These social religious observances have a 


most beautiful influence in uniting in the 
closest and truest fellowship all who are la- 
boring here in the cause of Christ and of 


. humanity. 


On Sunday, and all through the week, 
we have been overrun with applications for 
every form of relief, by men delayed here 
by the ice, or passing through on their way 
to the front. It has been a pleasure to do 
all we could to supply their wants, but where 
the number of applicants is so large, it has 
been impossible to meet the demands of all. 
We have reason now to expect that in con- 
sequence of milder weather, and the open- 
ing of the rivers, this unusual drain upon 
our resources will come to an end; and we 
trust: soon to be able to begin again our 
more #ecustomed work of ministering to the 
needs of our returned prisoners. Rumors 
are again afloat of arenewal of the exchange, 
and our hopes and prayers are earnest and 
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fervent that they may prove weligfounded, 
and be speedily followed by the actual arri- 
val of the sufferers whose misery we long to 
alleviate. 


LETTER FROM CAMP PAROLE HOSPITAL. 


BY MISS S. L. PHILLIPS. 
February 3, 1865. 

One of the features now presented in our 
daily rounds—more prominent perhaps than 
any other—is the absence of familiar faces 
that we have been wont to meet daily for many 
weeks. While some have taken furloughs, 
some been discharged, a few transferred to 
hospitals nearer home, and three or four have 
received a final transfer to their eternal 
homes, the number of inmates remains nearly 
the same ; as new cases of fever are brought 
in from the camp almost daily; and a ma- 
jority of the attendants in the different 
wards now occupy the place of those whom 
their assiduity and vigilance have helped to 
restore toa degree of health; or their kindly 
offices had failed to snatch from the erasp 
of death, though they had spared no efforts 
to do so. Epidemic fevers continue to pre- 
vail; but only in one or two instances have 
they as yet terminated fatally. 

Applications to your agency for supplies 
of clothing have been less frequent of late ; 
while the demand for farina, crackers, baked 
apples, lemonade, etc., has increased. Le- 
mons are furnished by the Commissary De- 
partment. 

Of the lingering cases of chronic disease, 
two or three have slept in death during the 
week ; and a few others, with two or three 
of the severely wounded, still linger on the 
brink of the grave. 

Cases of special interest to ws have not 
been wanting; but none of so marked a 
character as to be deemed worthy of record. 





Special Relief Department. 
REPORT OF J. B. ABBOTT. 
Wasuineton, D. C. 
[ have the honor to submit the following 
report of the work accomplished in this 
office and the several relief stations under 
my supervision for the week ending this 
date: 
Number of pay accounts of dis- 
charged soldiers received for 


adjustment . : 43 
Number of back pay cases, 34 
Number of bounty cases, ; 2 


| 


i A 
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Claims for the pay of prisoners 


of war (for their families), 2 
Number of naval cases, 10 
Number of pension clainis, 42 
Number of claims for the arrears | 

of pay and pds of deceased 

soldiers, 3 
Whole number of cases received y 

and registered, 136 
Whole number of cases adjusted, 118 


Whole amount secured and col- 
lected, (exclusive of: pension 
claims), .f 

Number of drafts sent, 

Amount of drafts sent, _ $1,786 03 

Number of letters written, and 


.$10,783 83 
14 


copy pressed, . : 176 
Whole number of letters ninilod} 447 
Whole number received, 495 

‘LODGE NO. IV. 
Number of meals given to nie . 

diers, . 2,656 
Number of meals ‘given to em- 

ployees of the Lodge and 

others, f é 434 
N umbers of lodgings furnished, 589 


SIXTH STREET LODGE. 

'The report of this Lodge shows very little 
accomplished this week. 

Refreshments to 25 sick soldiers, and 
meals to 125 discharged and furloughed 
men have been furnished. Mr. McPherran, 
the Superintendent, will start home on his 
leave of absence on Tuesday next. 

ALEXANDRIA LODGE. 
Number of mcals given to sol- 


270 


diers, . | 
Number of meals given to sbl- 

diers’ relatives, . | 90. 
Number of lodgings furnished . 

to soldiers, . —. 99 
Number of lodgings furnished 

to soldiers’ relatives, 30 


You will notice that there has been an 
increase in the amount of work accomplished 
at this Lodge the past week. This is on 
account of a part of the 23d army corps be- 
ing temporarily stationed in the vicinity. 
Several hundred articles of clothing, station- 
ery, &c., have been distributed from this 
station during the week. 

One additional servant has been em- 
ployed temporarily. 


HOME AT BALTIMORE. 


Number admitted to the Home, 74 
Clasified as follows: 
Soldiers and seamen, 48 
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Soldiers’ relatives, . ; 25 
Refugees, ‘ame! : ; I 
Number of meals, 304 
_ Number of lodgings, 95 
Government transportation se- 
cured for. 5 
Transportation paid by the Com- 
mission to . : 5) 
Wounds dressed, 15 


H. H. Trego reports reports 76 disabled 
soldiers accompanied and cared for between 
Washington and New York. 

‘During the week we have furnished 





transportation, at the expense of the Com-— 


‘mnission, to 5. 


BY J. B. BROWN. 


I have the honor to submit the follow- 
ing report of the labors of the past week 
in my department. 

Number of hospital PRGEEAY 

claims entered, . 

Number of hospital back- spay - 

claims adjusted, . : 26 
Amount secured on adjusted 

claims, . ‘ 
Number of prisoner-of-war 

claims entered, 
Number of prisoner-of-war 

claims olhees a 1 


34 


bo 


Amount collected, $45 50 
N umber of prize cases entered, _ 10 

4 5s adjusted, 4 
peter collected, $336 36 


Aggregate collections for the 


week, . $2,610 30 
Number of Pts mitten in 

folky, 108 ; 58 
Number of forms sent, al 

Total number of letters sent, 129 


‘The amount collected the past week is 
much less than usual, owing in part to Mr. 
Cutter’s absence, and to the number of old 
claims which are being worked up. 

The number of naval claims have fallen 
off considerably in the last two weeks, which 
affect the aggregate collections considerably. 


Trusting that the coming week will show a _ 


large increase both in the number of new 
cases and in the amount collected. 


BY WM. K. NEALL. 
Wasuineron, D. C., Jan. 25, 1865. 


The following shows the result of our la- | 


bors during the past week in collecting back 
pay, bounty, &c., for discharged soldiers ; 


5 44. 
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No. of cases received and recorded, 


43 
No. of cases settled by collection, . . 34 
Amount collected in 34 cases, $7,310 07 
No. of letters written by me, . 20 
No. of blanks sent, 15 

CASH. 

Balance on hand, January 21st, . $2 00 
Hxpended for car tickets, . 2 00 


BY W. P. BARRY. 
Wassineton, D. C., Jan. 28, 1865. 

I respectfully submit the following report 
of the work of my office for the week end- 
ing to-day : 

Number new claims for pension taken 


and filed in Pension Office, 42 


_Number“claims for arrears of pay and 


bounty, filed in 2d Auditor’s office, 3 


Whole number claims filed, 45 
Number of pension claims ‘allowed by 
the Commissioner of Pensions, . 48 
Number claims for arrears of pay and 
bounty allowed. nyo bb tenn daa do 
Whole number claims allowed, . 52 
Amount arrears of pay and bounty col- 
lected, . . . $788 46 
Number ‘of letters written, in full, . 82 
Number of letters written, in ‘part, 
(blanks,) . vets Le 
Whole number of letters sent, . 185 
Number of letters received, . . 234 


List of sick and wounded soldiers waited 
upon in transit between Washington and 
New York, for the week ending January 
21, 1865. By A. H.' Trego, Courier, 
U.S. Sanitary Commission. 

JANUARY 17. 

G. F.. G., B, 29th Mass., Billerica, fits, 

from Colonel Tufts, discharged. 
yJ. W. H., D, Ist H. A. Maine, Bangor, 
wounded foot, from ‘‘ Home,” transferred. 

Mrs. H., Bangor, Maine, after son, per 
Miss Bradford. 

‘N. McK., E, 4st H. A. Maine, Bangor, 
lame back, «“ Home, ” furloughed. 

11 soldiers sundry, Maine, via. N. H. R., 
N. Y., sick and wounded, from Home, &c., 
discharged and farloughed. 

13 soldiers, sundry, Mass., via. N. EH. R., 
Noy a sick and wounded, from “ Home,” 
&e., dischar ged and furloughed. 

4 soldiers, sundry, Conn., via. N. H. R., 
sick and wounded, from “ Home,” &e., dis- 
charged and furloughed. 
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6 soldiers, sundry, N. H., via. N. E. R., 
N. Y., sick and wounded, from “ Home,” 
&c., discharged and furloughed. 

20 soldiers, sundry, N. Y. City, Xc., 
sick and wounded, from ‘ Home,” &e., dis- 
charged and furloughed. 


JANUARY 19. 


J. K., E, 152d N. Y., Deerfield, left leg 
off, found at depot, discharged. 

TEC , B, 2d Art. N. Y., Hagaman’s 
Mills, wounded leg, depot, discharged. 

ao. tex B, Bd N. J. , Bergen, sick, (‘‘ non 
compus,” ‘“‘ Home,” ‘discharged. 

ANUS OI oth Maine , Hallowell, arm off, 
found on train, furloughed. 

D. D. F., C, Ist Cav. Maine,.Abbotts- 
ville, sick, found on train, furloughed. 

W. D., D, 56th Mass., Boston, wounded 
legs, found on train, discharged. 

15 soldiers, sundry, Mass., Boston, &c., 
sick and wounded, from front, Xc., dis- 
charged and furloughed. 

25 soldiers, sundry, N. Y,, via. City, Xc., 
sick and wounded, from front, &c., dis- 
charged and furloughed. 

7 soldiers, sundry, N. H., via. N. HK. R., 
N. Y., sick and wounded, from front, Xc., 
discharged and furloughed. 

3 soldiers, sundry, Conn., via. N. E. R., 
N. Y., sick and wounded, "from Home,” 
&e. , discharged. 

2 soldiers, ie 1., via: NY Hie a ee 


sick, from “‘ Home,” &c., discharged. 
JANUARY 21. 


5 soldiers, sundry, Mass., Boston, &c., 
sick and wounded, from “ Home,” &c., dis- 
charged and furloughed. 

3 soldiers, sundry, Conn., New Haven, 
sick and wounded, ‘ Home,” &c., dis- 
charged and furloughed. 

4 soldiers, sundry, N. H., via. N.E. R., 
N. Y., sick and wounded, ‘“ Home,” &e:, 
discharged and furloughed. 

7 soldiers, sundry, N. Y. City, &., sick 
and wounded, ‘‘ Home,” &c., discharged 
and furloughed. 

Total for week, 135. 


For week ending January 28. 


JANUARY 24. 


Ha:D., T 15th N. Y., Albany, wounded, 
from “ Home,” furloughed. 

E.L. B., D, 10thN. Y. tian a datidiat 
from “ Home,” farloughed. 

J. N.1L.,D,10th N. Y., Albany, wounded, 
from “ Home,” furloughed. 


‘sick and. wounded, 


W. EK. W., E, 2d Michigan, Detroxt, 
wounded, from “ Home,” discharged. 

T. 8. U-Gistate Y. City, sick, from 
bf Home, 4 discharged, | 
iat H., C, 5th N. H., Concord, sick, eck 

4 Home,” discharged. 

K. C. R, (and brother,) K, Ist Vt. Cav., 
Underhill, sick, Baltimore, paroled prisoner. 

8 soldiers; sundry, Mass., Boston, sick 
and wounded, “ Home,” &c., discharged. 

7 soldiers, sundry, Mass. .» Boston, &c., 
sick and wounded, from front, &e, dis- 
charged and furloughed. 

9 soldiers, sundry, Maine, via. N. E. R., 
N. Y., sick and wounded, found on train, 
&¢., discharged and eee 

17 soldiers, sundry, N. Y. City, &c., sick 
and wounded, found on train, &e., dis- 
charged and furloughed. 


JANUARY 26. 


3 soldiers, sundry, Mass., Boston, wounded, 
from “ Home,” discharged and furloughed. 

3 soldiers, sundry, Mass., Boston, sick, 
from ‘‘ Home,” discharged. 

5 soldiers, sundry, Mass., Boston, &c., 
‘‘Home,” &c., dis- 
charged and furloughed. 

4 soldiers, sundry, Maine, via. N. E. R., 
Nieves sick and wounded, ‘“‘ Home,” &o., 
discharged and furloughed. 

2 soldiers, sundry, N. H., via. N. B. R., 
N. Y., sick, ‘from © Home,” discharged. 

11 soldiers, sundry, N. Y. City, &e., sick 
and wounded, from ‘“‘ Home,” &c., dis- 
charged and furloughed. 


JANUARY 27 AND 28. 
Courier quite sick. Total for week, 76. 


WOMAN’S CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF RELIEF. 


BRANCH ORGANIZATION, CONTINUED. 
NO. VII. 


An account of the Home Organization of 
this branch of the Commission was given in 
our last article. To-day we shall explain 
its Field Organization. 

Each Branch of the Commission has its ~ 
own field, from whence it draws supplies, 
and which is organized by it according to 
its best judgment. These fields are de- 
termined as-nearly as possible by the na- 
tural divisions of the country, and the 
popular prejudices of the people. Their 
aggregate comprises the entire area of the 
loyal States, and constituies the Home De- 
partment of the Sanitary Commission. 

Our own field consists of the States of 
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Connecticut, Rhode Island and New York 
excepting some of the western counties. It 
is subdivided into Divisions and Sections. 
We have four Divisions. These have been 
made for the sole purpose of facilitating the 
home correspondence, and are arbitrary. A 
Section is usually one county, or part of a 
county. Hach Section is in charge of one 
or more resident Associate Managers. 
Soldiers’ Aid Societies are classified into 
Centers of Collections and Contributing So- 
cieties. These may or may not be auxili- 
aries. Centers of Collections are established 
in cities, and in those places which are the 
natural commercial centres of the surround- 
ing country, as Newport, Providence, Hart- 
ford, New Haven, Albany, Troy, &c. The 
Soldiers’ Aid Societies of the towns and vil- 
lages, sending their supplies either through 
these Centers of Collection, or directly to 
the Branches, are Contributing Societies. 
It is the desire of the Commission that all 
Auxiliary Soldiers’ Aid Societies shall make 
_ the Branches in whose fields they are, their 
central depots. Our Auwiliary Soldiers’ Aid 
Societies aré those who, by vote, bind them- 
selves to work exclusively through our 
agency. We never ask Societies to do this; 
it must come” from themselyes—a free will 
expression of their confidence in us. It is 
only natural, therefore, that the bond be- 
tween our auxiliary societies and ourselves 
should be peculiarly strong. It is one of 
mutual confidence, dependence and affection, 
and marked by that freedom of intercourse 
which characterizes all true friendship. 
We have wearied you with this dry de- 
tailed explanation, because we want you to 


understand thoroughly the general outline 


of the system, in which we are all taking 
_ part; and because it will facilitate our fu- 


ture intercourse to be able to call things by - 


their right names, and so speak of them un- 
derstandingly. ? 

We have said that our plan of work was 
to help you, so far as was possible, by prac- 
tical suggestions and otherwise. 
aware how imperfectly this has beey done, 
how—with our own work so entirely diifer- 
ent—we have been trying to anticipate 
your wants, not from any personal expe- 
rience of them, but through intuition and 
sympathy alone. You know better than we 
can, what our failures have, been in this re- 
spect. We know, too, how far short of the 
will the deed has been, and must be. 

Let us show you at least what the design 
has been—what we have aimed at. 


We are 
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The women of one of our little villages 
wish to work for the soldiers. They wish 


_ to form themselves into a society, and work 


systematically and steadily, in such a way 
too, that the work shall not be borne by 
two or three only, but shall be, to a certain 
degree, shared by the whole community. 
We attempted to meet this want by pub- 


| lishing a “Plan for the Formation of 


Country Societies,’ now to be found in 
BuLueTIN No. 12. Its design is to take 
the burden off the few, and distribute it 
among the many. - The society being or- 
ganized, the great question is: How shall 
we get our funds? And this question will 
be answered in as many different ways as 
the character, the size, and wealth of the 
community differ. We have suggested the 
“Alert Club” system, also published in No. 
12, as being especially applicable to little 
country villages, where, unless all can be 
made to take an active interest in the work, 
it is exceedingly difficult to support a so- 
ciety. The Alert Club is composed entirely 
of young people. Its object 1s to keep the 
treasury of the parent society full—by 
taking up a small monthly collection from 
each member of the community, and by 
other means. Elder people like to sit still 
and sew, but dislike going; from house to 
house, asking for money, for any purpose ; 
younger people and children dislike the 
sitting still and the sewing, but enjoy the 
going about, and have not the same false 
pride about asking for money. 

The money being obtained there is ma- 
terial to be bought. As has been stated 
before, we have facilities for buying ma- 
terials in the city at wholesale prices, and 
at lower rates than the same quality can 
usually be obtained in the country. We 
will gladly make any purchases of material 
for you although we cannot undertake to 
pay the express charges upon them. To 
auxiliary societies, finding it impossible to 
support themselves, the following proposi- 
tion was made in our Third Annual Report 
and is now repeated: “Any society sending 
us a sum of-money not exceeding $380 per 
month, for the puxchase of material, will 
receive double the amount in cotton, flannel 
or in such material as may be most desirable 
to have made up at the time. This offer is 
especially designed to revive and stimulate 
small societies whose chief difficulty has 
been the want of funds. Express charges 
must be paid by the societies ordering the 


goods.” 
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We will suppose that our Society has 
now received its material. Forthwith a ter- 
rible discussion arises as to what patterns 
shall be used. Some go upon the principle 
that all soldiers are giants, and wish to cut 
all the garments twice the ordinary size ; 
some cling to buttons; others insist upon 
strings. One authority is as good as an- 
other, and all authorities differ. And here 
we would ask you to trust the experience of 
those who have had most to do with sick 
and wounded soldiers in the hospitals. The 
patterns and measurements published in the 
BULLETIN have been based upon this ex- 
perience, and have been prepared with great 
care. <A pattern for a Hospital Flannel 
Shirt is to be found in Buttetin No. 13— 
see correction in No. 17. Diagrams of 
Flannel and Cotton Drawers, same pattern, 
No. 15—see correction in No. 16. Cotton 
Shirt, BunteTiIn No. 16. Slippers; Arm- 
Sling and Ration-bag, No. 22. Dressing- 
_ Gown or Wrapper, No. 25. Directions for 
making Bedding for Hospital use, Cushions, 
Bandages, Lint, &c., for knitting Socks, 
Mittens and Wristers, No. 31. 

Imagine the garments cut out and made. 
Now comes the packing, directing and 
sending off. Directions for packing, in- 
voices, &c., will be found in the Appendix 
of our Third Annual Report. Make what 
arrangement you can with steamboat, rail- 
road and express companies, many of which 
are exceedingly liberal, to carry your box 
free; but should this be impossible, we 
would much rather pay-the freight charges 
in New York, than have you prepay them. 
We can readily obtain money for this pur- 
pose, while it is much better for the work 
that all the money you can collect should 
be expended in materials. Our society has 
now sent off its first hospital box, and re- 
ceived a letter acknowledging its receipt at 
our rooms. This alone is scarcely satisfac- 
tory. You want to know what is being 
done with your supplies ; what the Sanitary 
Commission is doing everywhere ; you want 
to know, and ought to know, as much as 
you can, about the work. It is to meet 
these wants that the BULLETIN is publish- 
ed every fortnight. Its design is to give 
you the fullest and latest information about 
the Commission. The circulation of the 
BULLETIN through this Branch alone has 
increased from 2,400 to 2,600 copies during 
the past month. And yet we wish it was 
larger. We do not want subscribers, we 


want readers, and we will gladly furnish as 
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many copies as may be asked for. A plan 
for facilitating the circulation of the But- , 
LETIN in villages can be found in No. 29. 
And is this all that we can do to help our 
society? It seems so little. And yet you 
have written to say that what, with the in- 
formation derived through the BULLETIN 
and from constant correspondence with us, 
you feel perfectly satisfied, entirely ready — 
to keep on working. - It is we, then, who 
are not satisfied for you. We want you to 
have the same advantages in the work 
that we have, we want you to have the 
opportunity of asking questions, and of 
talking face-to-face with agents of the Com- 
mission who have themselves put your 
shirts and drawers on to the soldiers. These 
agents are now going among you as lecturers. 
Although the specified time has elapsed, 
we are still ready to receive applications 
for lecturers, according to the proposition 
made in our Article No. 2, circulated among 
you as a fly-leaf with Bunuetin No. 28. 
We hope that, when these gentlemen come 
among you, you will allow them to fill in 
the missing links which we, at this distance 
can only feel are wanting, without seeing. 
And so, dear friends, in this imperfect 
way we have tried to keep pace with you in 
your work; have tried, through sympathy, 
to put ourselves so far as we could in your 
position, hoping to clear away some of your 
difficulties. But the burden of the work 
still remains with you. How can it be 
otherwise? Our part in it is nothing—ex- 
cepting as -your trustees. No, it is your 
time and your money, your perseverance 
and endurance—above all, your steadfast 
will and loving hearts, which have been the 
means, through the grace of God, of allevi-. 
ating the untold sufferings of this cruel, 
this righteous war. 


Louisa Lee SCHUYLER. 
Chairman Committee on Correspondence, &e. 


New York, 7 Cooper Union, 
February 16, 1865. 


THE, SOLDIER'S REST, BUFFALO, N. Y. 


Buffalo, N. Y., is one of the half-way 
houses for western travel. Day and night 
the current from east to west and west to 
east, pours along the arterial railway; and 
day and night western soldiers assigned to 
eastern armies, and eastern soldiers assigned 
to western armies, come to a halt in the 
depot. Many of them are sick, at least 
not well; some just out of hospitals are 
on furlough; some with legs off, or arms 
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off, or their vitality sucked out by malaria, 
are discharged. Hundreds only halt in 
the depot, and are then whirled onward in 
their journey ; while other hundreds walk, 
ereep, or hobble into the street to look for 
a meal, or bed, or a place to rest until 
they can radiate from this centre to their 
respective homes. With but tew exceptions 
they are moneyless, and with rare exceptions 


they are friendless; and at all times, but 


especially during these bitter howling 
months of winter, the questions—who will 
give me a bed without charge; where 
shall I obtain a meal without price? Are not 
only difficult to solve, but of vital importance 
to the brave fellows who con them over in 
their minds. 

Immediately opposite the depot, standing 
out ina very modest way, as if it stood out 
solely from a feeling of duty, and not a 
whit with the feeling of vanity, is a snug, . 
clean, home-like house, wearing on its brow 
the words “ The Soldier’s Rest” —“ U. 8. 
Sanitary Commission.” Without articulat- 
ing a syllable, simply by looking and being 
looked at, it answers the questions in a 
moment; and to its door walk, totter, or 
hobble the moneyless and friendless sons 
of Uncle Samuel, to find a bed, a meal, 
or a rest, without money and without price ; 
to find carpets and chairs, lounges, books, 
and fires, which greet them with the genial 
smile of home, rather than with the bold 
stare of hotels; and which at once mag- 
netize them into the conviction that the 
Rest was provided not so much for sol- 
diers in the aggregate and concrete as for 
themselves individually and personally. It 
is amusing to see how, at first, some of 
them look from their shoes to the carpet, 
and back to the shoes, as if the one had no 
right on the other; and then how they sidle 
into a corner where there are no chairs, 
though they crowd thechairs out of the way 
to reach.the corner. And when the warm- 
hearted lady who has been appointed super- 
intendent by the warm-hearted ladies of the 
Buffalo Branch, coaxes them to give the 
chairs a fair chance along the walls by sit- 
ting down in them; and coaxes the weakest 
men to lie down on the lounges ; and coaxes 
steaming dishes to come from out the tidy 
kitchen expressly to be eaten; and coaxes 
the white pillows and sheets to smooth all 
the wrinkles out of themselves, that they 
may woo sleep to smooth all the wrinkles 
out of the tired faces ;—while all thisis going 
on, it does one’s heart good to see how the 
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earpets and chairs and walls nudge each 
other and laugh at the shoes for their timid- 
ity; and how quickly the men laugh heartier 
than all of them as the cheer and glow charm 
each one into the belief that before he en- 
listed he built the Rest for his own especial 
use, but had forgotten all about it till that 
minute. ; 


The original design of the ladies who | 


' compose the Buffalo Branch of the United 
States Sanitary Commission, was to provide 
a temporary home for sick soldiers passing 
through their city, or to the hospitals of their 
city ; and a large number of those who have 
received the benefits of the Rest have been 
of this class ; but the numerous applications, 
and evident claims of well men for atten- 


tion, have eaused them to lay the case be- | 


fore Government officials, and with that 

generosity and humanity which has so emi- 
nently characterized the United States 
authorities, Government has decided to erect 
buildings on the same ground, and asa part 
of the Rest, for the accommodation of all 
soldiers who are justly entitled to rations and 
care, such regulations being established as 
that Government rations shall only be issued 
to soldiers, while, at the same time, the Sani- 
tary Commission can from its own resources 
feed discharged men or others who are not 
entitled to subsistence. 


The Rest was opened in June, and the 
daily average of men cared for was three ; 
during July, August and September, the 
daily average was seven ; October, thirteen ; 
and January thirty-one; so that the work 
done during the last month is ten times as 
great as that of the first. No better indica- 
tion of the necessity for the Rest, or of the 
absolute necessity for its continuance could 
be asked than this fact. During the eight 
months of its operation 3,318 enlisted men, 
from twenty-nine different States, have been 
cared for; 2,497 lodgings in sweet white 
beds have been given ; and 8,869 hot, tooth- 
some meals have beech furnished; and all has 


been done in such a quiet, unpretending | 


way that thousands of passers-by who might 
have glanced at the. modest house, have not 
even noticed its existence, much less known 
its work. «A meal to an emaciated conva- 
lescent often prevents a relapse, and a few 
nights .quiet rest have saved many a life. 
If ideas ever take upon themselves a solid 
form, the “Rest” is but an expression of 
the Good Master’s command, ‘‘ Love one 
another.” 
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FROM FORT FISHER. 

We call attention to the subjoined extract 
from the Fort Fisher correspondence of the | 
N. Y. Lribune. It will be gratifying to 
the people to know, that the wounded after 
the battle at that place, had every attention 
possible under the circumstances, and that 
the agents of the Sanitary Commission 
worked side by side with the army surgeons 
in alleyjating ‘distress. It js always thus in 
the field, and that a man, in the language 
of this writer, “traduces” the Sanitary, is 
pretty strong evidence that he has not been 
at the front to make its acquaintance. 


_ The wounded were all carefully attended 
to and removed to the base hospital, from 
which they will be sent by steamer to Fort- 
ress Monroe at once. Dr. Barnes, the Me- © 
dical Director of the army, deserves great 
praise for his indefatigable labors for the 
care of the wounded. He is ably assisted 
by an excellent corps of surgeons. | 

Mr. FH. W. Foster, the Sanitary Agent, 
assisted by Mr. Adams, has been of great 
service to the wounded, being personally 
present on the field and in the hospitals, — 
with his supplies of clothing and other ne- 
cessary comforts at the time they were most 
needed. The men whe traduce this excel- 
lent charity know nothing of what they 
speak. Its praise is the theme of all good 
and conscientious officers, soldiers and sur- 
geons of the army. 


OUR HEROES. 


[The poem given below has been recited by Mr. 
Murdoch before large audiences in Philadelphia, 
where it was received with shouts, and applauded 
verse by verse. ] 


Cheers ! cheers for our heroes ! 
Not those who wear stars; 
Not those who wear eagles, 
And leaflets and bars; 
We know they are gallant, 
d honor them too, 
Forbravely maintaining 
The Red, White, and Blue. 


- But cheers for our soldiers, 

Rough, wrinkled, and brown; 

The men who MAK# heroes | 
And ask np renown: 

Unselfish, untiring, 
Intrepid and true, 

The bulwark surrounding A 
The Red, White, and Blue! 


Our patriot soldiers! 
When treason arose, 

And Freedom’s own children 
Aasailed her as foes ; 
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When Anarchy threatened 
And Order withdrew, 
They rallied to rescue 
The Red, White and Blue ! 


Upholding our banner 
On many a field, 
The doom of the traitor 
They valiantly sealed ; 
And, worn with the conflict, 
Found vigor anew, 
Where victory greeted 
The Red, White, and Blue! 


Yet loved ones have fallen— 
And still where they sleep, 

A sorrowing Nation 
Shall sileatly weep; 

And Spring’s fairest flowers, 
In gratitude strew 

O’er those who have cherished 
The Red, White, and Blue! 


But glory immortal 
Is waiting them now; 

And chaplets unfading 

_ Shall bind every brow, pa 

When called by the trumpet, 
At Time’s great review, 

They stand, who defended 
The Red, White, and Blue! 


WHY DOES THE SANITARY COMMISSION BUY 
VEGETABLES ? 


The question is often asked, and with 
great seeming grace, “‘ Why does the Sani- 
tary Commission waste the people’s money 
in sending supplies of vegetables and other 
anti-scorbutics to the army, when it is well 
known that Government, issues these stores 
with the greatest liberality, and on the 
largest scale ?”” 

The following extract from a work on 
Military Surgery, by a gentleman who has 
for several years held a high position on the 
medical staff, is a sufficient answer to this 
question : 


In the Army of the Cumberland, the 
surgeons, however, had been long reporting 
from week to week,the pressing n2cessity 
for vegetables; but we could not learn that 
any one of these reports had ever been seen 
or read by the commanding officers, and 
when it became our duty to call the atten- 
tion of corps commanders, and even of the 
Commander-in-Chief of this army to the 
facts, with few exceptions, they confessed 
their entire ignorance of the true state of 
affairs. More than this the commissaries 
of brigades, of divisions, and of corps, as 
well as the Commissary General of the 
Army, who themselves received and dis- 
tributed the supplies, fully believed that 
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the soldiers had plenty of vegetables; and 
that, when they had not received more than 
three full rations in twelve months. The 
explanation of this extraordinary fact is, 
that during nearly all this time fresh po- 
tatoes, and occasionally other vegetables, 
were received and issued ; but of one hun- 
dred barrels issued by the chief commissary, 
at lest twenty-five went to the staff officers’ 
families and servants at headquarters, and 
to the Post, including often citizens and 
hospitals ; of the seventy-five remaining for 
distribution to the corps commissaries, 
twenty-five more barrels disappeared again 
with the officers and their families ; a third 
distribution to the division commissaries 
blotted out another twenty-five barrels, and 
a fourth to the brigade commissaries dis- 
posed of the remainder in a like manner, so 
that the regimental commissary received 
none ; and it is here that the inquiry must 
always be made, or with the soldier himself, 
if an inspector desires to know how the 
troops are fed. 

When it is remembered that a large por- 
tion of these vegetables is usually spoiled 
m transitu to the army, and that many 
more decay before the final distribution, it 
will be easy to understand how one hundred 
barrels, shown as received and distributed 
daily on the chief commissary’s books, are 
completely sifted out before they reach the 


‘men in the field. In confirmation. of this 


statement, we will quote a portion of our 
report for the month of May, 1863, made 
to the Commanding General of the Depart- 
ment of the Cumberland. It will be noticed 
that up to the first of April, the soldiers 
had not on an average received from the 
Government over three rations in twelve 
months, and that from this date General 
Rosecrans and his commissary had deter- 
mined that the troops should be abundantly 
supplied. To this end, extraordinary efforts 
and attention were now directed to the mat- 
ter. We will see with what result: “In 
my previous report 4 informed you, Sir, that 
from the first of April the Commissary 
General has been receiving at the rate of 
one hundred barrels of fresh potatoes per 
day, but that on the 9th of April, almost 
none of these had reached the regiments. On 
the 20th of May, I ascertained that this 
Department had received from the Govern- 


Inent at the rate,on the average of 150 


barrels per day, from the first day of April 
up to that moment, which at a fair compu- 
tation would give one full ration of potatoes 
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to every soldier in the command on every 
alternate day. 

‘The fact of the arrival of these vegeta- 
bles at this rate was, I found generally un- 
derstood by the commanding officers, angl 
Major General McCook, commanding the 
20th corps, informed me that his mind had 
been completely set at rest upon this sub- 
ject, by the report of his own inspector (not 
a medical officer) that the supply was now 
sufficient. I was able to furnish him, how- 
ever, with the written statement of four 
regimental commissaries in his corps, and 
these were all of whom I had made inquiry, 
that only one full ration of potatoes had 
been received by the men in April, and but 
three in May.” 

We ought to mention that, during the 
periods when the Army of the Cumberland 
was in need of fresh vegetables, the U.S. 
Sanitary Commission was constantly supply- 
ing the General Hospitals on the field, the 
Post Hospitals, the Convalescent Camps, 
and, to some extent, the Regimental Hospi- 
tals, with potatoes, onions, and other vege- 
tables; and when, in the early part of April, 
1863, we notified Dr. Read, the chief of 
the Sanitary Commission of that  depart- 
ment, of the urgent need that fresh vegeta- 
bles should be supplied to the troop them- 
selves who were in the field, the Commission 
responded with a promptness and liberality 
which were most gratifying, and which de- 
monstrated the value and importance of 
their organization. It was understood that 
the army was preparing to advance, and an 
important battle was anticipated; under 
these circumstances, there could be no de- 
lay, if the troops were to be put into a 
healthy condition before the action occurred. 
The Sanitary Commission was notified of 
our wants on the 11th of April. On the 
18th we were informed by Dr. Newberry, 
the energetic Secretary of the Western De- 
partment, that there would be “immediately 
forwarded large shipments of vegatables for 
Gen. Rosecrans’s army. by railroad and 
by boat, the superintendent of the road 
having been requested by the Commander- 
in-Chief to forward promptly all that the 
Commission can send.’ On the 16th, 180 
barrels arrived at Murfreesboro; and from 
this time, for several weeks, they continued 
to arrive at the rate of about 100 barrels 


per day, and were distributed directly to _ 


the troops by the agents employed by the 
Commission. It is worthy of notice, also, 
that while those sent by the Government 
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were often damaged by decay in conse- 


quence of the barrels having not been pro- 
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perly opened for ventilation before being 
shipped, and from delay or lack of care in ~ 
the shipment; those sent by the Commission 
were always ventilated by an opening of 
about two inches in diameter in the sides or 
ends of the barrels before being shipped, and 
they were almost uniformly in good condi- 
tion. At one time the Medical Director, 
Surgeon Perin, found at Murfreesboro 1,500 
barrels lying in the Commissary store- 
rooms ; not one barrel of which, we believe, 
had any ventilation, and the contents of 
most of which, when we came to open 
them, were more or less decayed. They 
were waiting an order from the Command- 
ing General to issue them, but the Commis- 
sary had failed to notify the General that 
they were on hand. The Medical Director, 
Dr. Perin, promptly informed the General, . 
and an order was at once obtained for their 
issue. ‘ 

Such facts as these do not always indi- 
cate inefficiency, perhaps, on the part of the 
Government officers, but rather that the 
multiplicity of their duties renders it difhi- 
cult, if not impossible sometimes, to give 
the nécessary attention to all the minor - 
details. . 

The result of the more free introduction 
of fresh vegetables into the Army of the 
Cumberland was, that very soon the cases of 
scurvy were found to diminish in frequency 
and in severity; and when, on the twenty- 
fourth of June, the troops were moved for- 
wards and an engagement with the enemy 
occurred, the wounds received by the sol- 
diers healed more kindly and were followed 
by fewer accidents than had been the case | 
after previous battles —Hamiilton’s Military 
Surgery, pages 82-84, 86-88. 

oy , 
HOSPITAL CLOTHING. 

The annexed letter treats of a subject 
which, up to the present time, has been too 
much neglected. It is true, as stated, that 
in many instances, soldiers have suffered 
from the preposterous size of the garments 
furnished by kind-hearted friends, whose 
zeal exceeded their knowledge. There was, 
in fact, at one time on exhibition at a dis- 
tributing depot of the Commission an article 
supposed to be for soldiers’ wear, the use of - 


which was a mystery to many eminent men 


‘ 


of various professions, to whom it was ex- 
hibited. It.is but fair to say, however, 
that this was: in the early days of the war. 

Nevertheless, a little more attention to 
this subject now will not be without benefit, 
and we bespeak for the following letter a 
careful perusal. | 


Dear Sir :—Please make corrections in 
the next number of the Buririn of the 
article in No. 31, entitled ‘“ Bedding for 
Hospital use.” 

Ist, Linen’ pieces may be too small; we 
have received many parcels of little scraps 
not more than two inches square, which 
can rarely be available. They must be clean. 

2d, While we have in hand two hundred 
(200) barrels of lint, it seems unnecessary to 
suggest that more may be made; indeed it is 
wasteful to ravel up a single towel or hand- 
kerchief, especially when we are suffering 
from a famine of old linen and cotton pieces 
for dressings, and I believe the ther 
Branches of the Sanitary Commissivu are 
in a like position. ) 

3d, A pound of yarn, of the suitable 
quality, will knit three and a half (34) pairs 
of socks; the sizes as given to us by a 
dealer in army socks, should be, 94, 10 and 
103 inches, and twice as many of the me- 
dium size are required as of either of the 
other sizes. The soldiers have really suffered 
from the preposterous dimensions of gar- 
ments made for them. In some hospitals I 
have heard of piles of shirts laid aside as 
useless, hecause they were so huge, and 
there was no one to alter them. 

Respectfully yours, 


_ Ewen Corzins, 
) Chairman Committee, &e. 


TEN MONTHS IN LIBBY PRISON. 
BY LOUIS PALMA DI CESNOLA. 


Colonel Cesnola is a Sardinian of noble 
family, and was educated in the best mili- 
tary schools of Kurope, having been placed 
in that at: Paris when only nine years of 
age., His father was at that time Secretary 
of War under the Sardinian government. 

The son came to this country just before 
the breaking out of the rebellion, and hos- 
tilities quickly elicited his enthusiastic in- 


terest in the cause of the Union. Having 
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member of the staff,of the Sardinian Gen- 
eral-in-chief, he was well qualified for the 
duties of the field. In September, 1862, 
he took command of the 4th N. Y. cavalry, 
whose superior discipline and many brave 
achievements have gained for it an enviable 
fame. At the battle of Aldie, June, 1863, 
he was commended for his gallant conduct 
by General Kilpatrick, early in the action, 
but afterwards, while far in the advance, he 
was surrounded by superior numbers, and 
taken prisoner. He spent ten months in 
Libby prison. After his exchange he re- 
turned to his regiment, and led the brigade 
to which it belonged in many severe en- 
gagements previous to its mustering out, in 
September last. 

Soon after entering Libby, the rebel offi. 
cer in charge, offered Colonel Cesnola, with 
some other foreigners, better quarters than 
their fellow officers nad, which proposal was 
indignantly rejected. “We are U. S. offi- 
cers,” they said. 


I entered the service of the United States 
in October, 1861, and was captured in Vir- 
ginia the 17th of June, 1863, at the cavalry 
engagement of Aldie. I was marched, 
mostly on foot, more than one hundred - 
miles to Staunton, and thence by railroad 
conveyed to the rebel capital and confined 
in the Libby prison. I arrived in Rich- 
mond the 25th of June, at about four 
o'clock in the afternoon, and remained im- 
mured in that tobacco factory until the 24th 
of March, 1864, when I was specially ex- 
changed for Colonel Brown of the 59th 
Georgia, ( ) regiment. 





SEARCHING FOR VALUABLES. 


At my arrival in Libby I was called into 
the office of the commanding officer of that 
military prison, Captain (now Major) Thos. 
P. Turner, and by him, my name, rank, regi- 
ment, etc., was registered in his book; the 
walls of Turner’s office were covered with 
captured U. S. colors, regimental battle- 
flags, and cavalry guidons. rom that office 
I was ordered into a spacious dark hall, in 
a corner of which, a rebel seargeant searched 
me through from head to foot, in the rough- 
est manner possible. He took away from 
me every little trinket I had, my penknife, 


had experience in the Crimean war, as a | eyeglasses, meerschaum-pipe, matches, and 
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a bunch of small keys; and was angry be- 
cause he could not find any greenbacks on 
my person. He ordered me to take off my 
boots for inspection ; I answered him that I 
always had a servant to perform that ser- 
vice for me. He ins#§ted, but I refused 
until he took them off himself, and searched 
them very minutely. He asked me what [ 
had done with my money, and if I had any 
watch. I toldhim that a chivalric Southron 
had stolen my watch and money during the 
march from Middleburg to Staunton. He 
began to abuse me, using very profane. lan- 
guage and denying my veracity. I told 
him that perhaps the gentleman intended 
only to borrow those articles from me. Cap- 


tain Fisher, a signal officer of the Army of 


the Potomac, was punished and kept walk- 
ing for several hours with the sentinel at the 
prison’s door simply for not giving up im- 
_ mediately his india rubber coat, which he 
justly claimed as his own private property. 
I entered therefore the gates of a Vonfeder- 
até prison stripped of everything except my 
spurs, which being screwed into the boots 
could not be removed. I remained in this 
deplorable condition, without a book to read, 
ora sheet of paper to write, for over five 
months, nursing my grief during the whole 
day, using my boots tor a pillow during the 
night, and sleeping on the bare and often 
damp plank floor, with neither blanket nor 
overcoat, nor any other covering. Dogs 
had certainly better sleeping accommodations 
in their kennels than | had there. In the 
same wretched condition, however, were 
many other officers. We wewere compelied 
for several months to wash and scrub the 
floor, the kitchen, the tables and the sinks 
ourselyes, and I cannot recollect but with 
feelings of admiration the serenity of coun- 
tenance with which I saw our present Adju- 
tant General of the State, Brigadier Gen- 
eral W. Irvine (at that time Lieutenant 
Colonel of the 10th New York Cavalry), in 
shirt sleeves, scrubbing the floor when it was 
his turn to do so. I must confess such ser- 
vice was revolting to me, and I always found 
some good-hearted féllow prisoner who, for 
sake of exercise, would perform it in my 
stead. It may have been a mere chance, 
but it was precisely when the officers were 
performing such menial services that the 
southern ladies would come to have a peep 
at the Yankees, whocertainlywerenot looking 
at that moment to their best advantage. [ 
had but one single shirt during four months, 
and when I washed it, I looked more like a 


i 
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Roman Gladiator of olden times than a 
Colonel in the United States service. 


RATIONS. 


From June up to September, we had for — 
ration the half of an ordinary sized loaf of 
wheat bread, tolerably good, though often 
sour. It is very true that the beans were 
of the poorest kind, in each of which there 
was the nest of an insect; and the small ra- 
tion of meat tough, and not of the best — 
quality; but hunger had no law, and 1 
would swallow my ration, bad as it was, 
longing afterwards for that of my neigh- 
bor also. In the rooms where we were, no 
chairs could be seen, nor benches; in fact, 
nothing but the bare walls and the bare. 
floor, with the exception of some boards 
roughly joined together in form of tables, - 
at which one-tenth only of the prisoners 
could eat ata time. After September, our 
ration was considerably reduced in quality 
and quantity, and we received half a loaf of 
negro made corn bread, so hard that it was 
called by our officers tron clad, solid shot, 
railroad tron, ete., and some few ounces of ~ 
meat, four or five times per month. 


INSPECTOR OF PRISONS. 


Richard Turner (no relation of Major 
Turner), a Marylander by birth, and a por- 
ter (I am told) by occupation, at the out- 
breaking of this war at the Kutaw House in 
the City of Baltimore, is the inspector of 
the Libby and of other military prisons in 
Richmond. So much has been said of the 
ferocity of this man by the press and by the 
testimony of other: officers, that I have 
nothing to add. Iwish Icould lighten the 
heavy burden of misdeeds with which his 
name goes to posterity. As to mysel*, person- 
ally, he has never done any harm, but rather 
tried to do good. 

He used to come into our rooms at differ- 
ent hours during the day, and if he could 
catch any officer sitting or lying on his 
blankets he would confiscate them for the 
use of his own horses. J was present one 
day when he caught Captain King, of the 
12th Pennsylvania cavalry, spitting on 
the floor (he simply missed a box which 
was used as a Spitoon), and he brought him 
down into a dungeon and kept him there for 
forty-eight hours, on bread and water. 


SANITARY COMMISSION. ~ 


Early in October intelligence was received 
at the Libby that the United States Sani- 
tary Commission and our government had 
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sent us a large quantity of boxes, contain- 
ing blankets and other articles of clothing, 
etc. 1 made at once an application to get 
two blankets for my personal use. It was 
not, however, until the beginning of the 
next month that I succeeded in getting 
them, one to sleep on, and the other to 
cover me with. These blankets were issued 
to me by my friend and fellow prisoner, 
Brigadier General Neal Dow, who had been 
appointed by the rebel Colonel Ould, com- 
missioner of exchange of prisoners of war, 
as commissary of distribution. _ 
COMMISSARY OF DISTRIBUTION. 

The 10th of November, 1863, late in the 
afternoon, I was called down stairs in Major 
Turner’s office, and informed by him that 
“I was selected to supersede General Neal 


Dow as commissary of distribution, whose - 


appointment was obnoxious to General 
J. H. Winder,@ilitary Governor of Rich- 
mond. I was informed that the selec- 
’ tion was made on account of my being the 
next senior officer to the General. He 
further intimated that I would not be al- 
lowed to hold conversation with our men on 
Belle Isle, nor carry any verbal or written 
communication from the officers to the men, 
or vice versa, without previously submitting 
such communication to the rebel officer in 
command of the island, and of other person- 
al restrictions. After having promised to 
comply with such orders, | was allowed to 
select amongst the field officers, two assist- 
ants, subject to the approval of\ General 
Winder. I selected Lieutenant Colonel 
Boyd, and my friend, Lieutenant Colonel 
~ Von Schrader, Inspector General of the 14th 


Army corps; both of whom were approved. | 


The next morning Richard Turner, under 
whose control were all boxes sent from the 
North, informed me that he would not send 
the boxes of clothing down to Belle Isle if 
I did not pay the transportation for them. 
I had not one cent of my own, but Colonel 
Boyd had some funds in the rebel hands 
and: offered to pay with that money the 
transportation; and after a day’s delay it 
was accepted. We were allowed to go to 
Belle Isle at 10 a.m. every morning, and 
remain there until 4 o’clock p.m. Two 
policemen would accompany, or rather escort 
us from the Libby to Belle Isle, and from 
thence back to the prison, every day. 
BELLE ISLE. 


On the 13th of November there were at 
Belle Isle six thousand four hundred and 
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thirty-four union soldiers as prisoners of 
war. I do not describe here the place, as 
I see it is pretty correctly done by Colonel 
Farnsworth, of the Ist Connecticut cavalry, 
in his testimony. 

Lieutenant Bossieux, the officer in charge 
of that prison camp, was well spoken of 
universally, and I must confess that I found 
him gentlemanly, humane and _ generous- 
hearted. His name, however, shows his 
foreign origin, though he may have been 
born in Richmond. Every facility in his 
power was cheerfully afforded me for the 
distribution of the United States Sanitary 
Commission’s goods, as well as for those 
sent by our government. Our prisoners 
there, were divided into squads of one hun- 
dred men, each under the command of a 
sergeant, (fellow-prisoner,) who was respon- 
sible to the rebel commander for the beha- 
viour of his men. This camp was therefore 
divided into sixty-four squads, augmenting 
the number of the squads in proportion to 
the arrival of prisoners there. 


CLOTHING, 
ETC. 


We were permitted by Major Turner to 
see and count the number of boxes piled up 
in a warehouse near the Libby, and make a 
rough calculation of the quantity of each 
article of clothing contained in those boxes. 
The most necessary thing for those poor 
men were blankets; so we decided to dis- 
tribute them without delay, but the number 
was too small to provide every man with 
one, so we gave a blanket to every two men. 
In the progress of distribution, the arrival 
of many more boxes from Fortress Monroe, 
enabled us to issue one to each man. The 
modus operandi was the following: Colonel 
Von Schrader, with a union soldier as a 
clerk, would take one squad outside of the 
enclosure on what was, by the rebels, called 
“the parade ground,’ and put down the 
name of each man and all the articles of 
clothing he needed into blank rolls sent us 
by the U. S. government for that purpose ; 
Colonel Boyd and myself would likewise 
have each one a squad and a prisoner as 
clerk, to write down names and articles 
needed, in the same manner. 

This method was only continued for the 
first two days, while we were awaiting the 
arrival of the boxes from Richmond. But 
as soon as we received a sufficient number 
of them, Colonel Boyd being a quarter- 
master, consented to distribute the articles, 
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while Colonel Von Schrader and myself con- 
tinued taking down the names and articles 
wanted by the men. We used to inspect 
about eight squads a day; the distributing 
officer, however, could not proceed so fast, 
as he had to open the boxes, ete. ; the aver- 
age of squads furnished per day.was three, 
that is three hundred men. ‘The greatest 
part of the day was lost in going from Rich- 
mond to Belle Isle, and returning. Some- 
times the boatman was not there to convey 
us to the other side of the James river, and 
much precious time was thus lost. I en 
deavored to obtain permission to sleep at 
Belle Isle,;in order to be at work early in 
the morning in distributing, as the cold 
weather was terribly felt by our poor men. 
But Major Turner had no power to grant 
this, and having asked General Winder if 
an application to him in writing, signed by 
the Committee of Distribution, would be 
taken into consideration, his brutish answer 
was, ‘ No, certainly not.” 

Besides the time lost in going and coming 
back and waiting for the boat, we lost much 
time there also, as the squads when called 
out by us, were sometimes receiving their 
rations; at another they were at roll-éall, 
etc. So we could not transact business 
really more than three hours every day, 
which retarded the distribution consider- 
ably, while we would have very willingly 
distributed day and~ night in order to shel- 
ter with good warm clothes the thousands 
of half naked bodies, shivering from head 
to foot from cold and hunger. I am a 
soldier by profession since my boyhood; I 
have been in several wars in Kurope ; I am 
familiar with death, and have seen it in all 
its different aspects, but my heart has never 
been moved as it was by the condition of 
those men at Belle Isle. Their frozen feet 
wrapped in a piece of blanket or an old 
flannel shirt, in place of the boots which 


were taken away from them by their cap- | 


tors, those long, pale, hungry faces, with 
hair and beard uncut for months; a kind of 
perpetual motion given to their bodies by 
the millions of vermin that devoured their 
very flesh ; their emaciated forms, telling at 
first sight how many long and weary, weary 
months they had been there fighting against 
death in the form of scurvy, low fevers, 


diarrhcea, congestion of the lungs, etc.; - 


their feeble voices saying, “Oh! Colonel, 
do give us something to eat, for God’s 
sake,” etc. These scenes, I confess, were to 
me heartrending in the extreme. These 





| 
| 


“ie : ate 
men received at meal time, one bucket of 


broken pieces of corn bread, and one buck- 
et of over-boiled sweet potatoes for every 
one hundred men! I saw it myself many 
times. , Indeed, it was so revolting that I 
think even pigs would have sickened at it. 
How the chiefs of squads could divide so 
small a quantity of food in one hundred 
parts has always pedt0e me a problem, 
which I am still unable to solve; though 
often, while distributing the clothing, some 
men would come to me and complain that 
for whole days they could not get anything 


- to eat, because before their turn came the 


bucket was empty ! ; a Shae 

It was no wonder if these poor, starved~ 
human beings would eat rats and dogs. I 
recollect the fact of a rebel officer having | 
gone inside the inclosure to visit the prison- 
ers, accompanied by a dog. He did not 
miss it until he was coming out; but, alas! 
it was too late, and by that time he could 


only see one man gnawing with voracity 
| his dog’s last. bone! 


The next day the 
Richmond Enquirer, edited by that Trish 
patriot, John Mitchell, had a leading article - 
entitled, “‘ Dogs eat dogs,’ and gave the 
particulars of the affair, summing up by say- 
ing that the Yankee prisoners at Belle Isle, 
though furnished with plenty of wholesome 
food, preferred to eat dogs. | | 

Of these six thousand four hundred and 
thirty-four prisoners, over seven hundred 
were at the time [ first visited Belle Isle, 
without tents or any shelter whatever gt 
night, lying in ditches, or digging holes in — 
the sandy ground in which they slept in a 
bundle, one over the other, and I heard 
that often in the morning those who were 
on the top were found frozen to death, and 
I actually saw men wrapped up in blankets 
brought out of the enclosure who were found 
dead and frozen in ditches outside of the 
tents ! 

Upon this subject I had frequent conver- 
sations with Lieutenant Bossieux, who told 
me himself he had several times made 
proper requisitions for the necessary tents ; 
that he went to see the quartermaster of the 
prison himself (an Ohio renegade, was a 
greater scoundrel than any of the Southren 


‘race); that they were promised but never 


delivered. He also told me he had made a 
plan for barracks which would have cost 
very little and would have accommodated 
our men all comfortably, but that he never 
heard anything more about it, nor of boards 
given for that or any other purpose. After 


nt 
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having distributed the contents of several 
boxes, I perceived that the empty boxes 
were, by order of Lientenant Bossieux piled 
up as if to be used for some purpose. I 
went. to see him, and told him I intended 
to give to the men those empty boxes, so 
that they could floor their tents with them. 
He said he~had instructions from the quar- 
termaster to save all those boxes, that he 
wanted them to pack army clothing in, but 
he would give me in return the boards 


necessary to floor all the tents.‘ I said | 


nothing further for three or four days, but 
seeing that the boards were coming only in 
the same manner as the tents so many times 
asked, I took upon myself, at the cost of 
being susperseded for it, not to wait any 
longer, and I distributed them to the men, 
gladdening many hearts: A portion of these 
boxes were used to make coffins for those 
who had ceased to suffer in this wicked 
plate. 
| PLUNDERING. 


There has been so much said about the 
_ rebel government stealing half the boxes 
sent to us by the government, and the 
United States Sanitary Commission, that I 
have recalled to my memory all the minu- 


test particulars which have reference to | Colonel Von Schrader and myself remon- 


them, and I have come to the conclusion 
that the largest number of the boxes of 
clothing were turned over to us for distri- 
‘bution, and that they had no official con- 
nection with the heavy robberies which we 
have unfortunately sustained, and were un- 
able to prevent. | 


_ RICHMOND OITY BATTALIONS. 


It is true that the Richmond City battal- 
ions, who guarded the federal prisoners, had 
a large number of their men clothed in U. 
S. uniforms, but my opinion (I may be 
wrong) is, that the warehouse adjacent to 
_the Libby, in which all our boxes were 
stored and guarded by them, was visited at 
night by these undisciplined and unprinci- 
pled soldiery, who would appropriate to 
themselves and sell to others, all the clothing 
they wanted. I came to this conclusion, 
after I had visited that warehouse several 
times, as I found ragged rebel uniforms left 
here and there in the corners of the ware- 
house showing plainly that some of the 
rebels had made their hasty toilet there. 
When one hundred and nine union officers 
escaped from the Libby, through the tunnel, 
Thad the scurvy and could not join the party. 
The next morning I conversed with some of 
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the sentinels, and laughed at their great 
vigilance during the previous night. They 
said that they had seen men. coming out 
from the yard of the warehouse, and run- 
ning as fast as they could, but they sup- 
posed zt was some of their own guard making 
a raid on our boxes. Several times in the 
stillness of the night, I heard plainly in the 
warehouse the hammering and breaking of 
boxes, but this was the robbers’ midnight 
work, and scarcely chargeable to the rebel 
authorities. The rebel government- was, 
however, guilty of the grossest indifference 
as to the safe keeping of our boxes; of that 
there is no doubt, but I cannot bring my- 
self to believe that their authorities were 
officially connected with it. 

The boxes sent from Richmond to Belle 
Isle for immediate distribution, were also 
plundered during the night, even after I 
obtained permission to put some of our own 
men to guard them. Our hungry men, 
tempted by the sentinels with bread and 
pies, would give a portion of the clothing 
issued to them, for both or either of them ; 
and, as in all large communities, there were 
amongst our prisoners some rascals who 
would steal the clothing of their sleeping 
comrades and sell them likewise to the guard. 


strated several times to Lieutenant Bossieux, 
and he put several of his men in irons for 
having bought clothing from our prisoners, 
but the evil could not be stopped by us. 

I have often been present at guard mount- 
ing in Belle Isle, and remarked the relieved 
party (sometimes half of them) would have 
either U. S. blankets, overcoats or panta- 
loons, and the relieving party of that day 
would come off duty the next morning 
similarly supplied with new U. 8. clothes. 
These facts, of course, not being generally 
known to our fellow prisoners, and from the 
barred windows of the Libby seeing a very 
large number of the guard dressed in U. S. 
uniforms, they came to the very natural 
conclusion that the rebel government was 
robbing us tq clothe their own men. 

The rebel authorities have never given to 
Colonel Boyd or Colonel Von Schrader or 
myself (that I am la? the invoices 
which, I suppose both thé government and 
the U. 8. Sanitary Commission must have 
sent with the goods. I asked Major Turner 
if he had those invoices; he replied he had 
not seen them. I inquired also of Richard 
Turner in ‘regard to them, but he rudely 
told me tha.tit was not my business. From 
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this reason I was unable to find out how 
many boxes were sent to us. 
MAKING SHOES. 


My narrative now soon comes to a close. 
Towards the latter part of November I was 


superseded as Commissary of Distribution | 


by order of General J. H. Winder. Two 


causes originated it. 


The first was this: | took place on that very morning. 


The rebels came one day to Belle Isle, and | 


paroled four hundred men to make shoesfor | not allowed to leave’ for a single mo- 


| 


: 
| 
) 
: 


their army, and intimated that they would | 


come again in a few days to parole several 
hundred more for the same object. I deci- 
ded at once to do what I considered the 
duty of a U. S. officer, and interfere in this 
matter. 
squads, and told them to inform the men 
that by going to work for the rebels ey 
were breaking their oath towards the U.S 


fighting the enemy of their country; that 
_ they would be all liable to be court-martialed 
for it as soon as they reached our lines, and 
that I considered it my duty to inform them 
of it. These sergeants went at once to see 
their men, and the result was that when the 


get a single one, and soon they discovered 
the reason of it. 

The second cause for which I was super- 
seded is the following. One morning, 
rather earlier than usual, we were ordered 
out of our room for the purpose of having 
it scrubbed by the negroes. The overseer 


I sent for several of the chiefs of 


who had charge of the negroes (always with | 


a stick in his hands), came to the corner 


where [had my quarters, and two buckets | 


of water were thrown on the floor by his 
negroes before I was aware of their presence. 


In the haste of leaving the room my friend — 
and messmate, Lieutenant Morley, of the | 


12th Pennsylvania cavalry, had left a piece | 


of ham on the shelf, within reach of any un- 
scrupulous hand which chose to take it. I 


called him back and told him to put it out | 


of reach, as I was as much afraid of negro 
thieves as of white ones. The overseer, 
whom I had not perceived was behind me, 
heard the remark and applied the meaning 
to himself. Tomysurprise he put one hand 
on my shoulder and made use of the follow- 
ing language: .God d—m you, do you 
mean that | amathief? Ifa hot iron had 
touched my skin it would not have mad- 
dened me more than his insolent touch did. 
I turned myself towards him, and in a second 
I had him by the throat with both my hands, 


| fered to help the overseer. 
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down he went on the floor, and I struck him 
many times as hard as I could on his face, 
until my rage was satisfied. The negroes 
were jubilant, and of course nobody inter- 
I was called 
down stairs in Major Turner’s office, where 
I explained the whole affair, and though I 
was not punished bodily, my supercedure 


From November to March, 1864, I was 


ment the Libby prison, and when they began 
to parole and send North some officers, all 
all the othe: colonels but two were sent 
North before me ; though I had been a pris- 
oner longer than any of them. Colonel 
Robert Ould, the rebel Commissioner, to 


“whom I was obnoxious, said that he did not 


want to send me North at all, but he would 


_ keep me in prison as long as he liked; but 
government, and were helping instead of | 


he was nevertheless soon afterwards com- 
pelled to send me, as Colonel Jack Brown, 
of the 59th Georgia regiment was sent 
South conditionally, that if he could not 
get me exchanged for him, he was to 


_ return North and be kept as long as I was ° 


| held by the rebel authorities. 
rebels came the second time, they could not | 


Lovuts PALMA DI CESNOLA, 


Late Colonel 4th go tide: 
New York, 13th Feb., 1865. 


City and Connty of New York, $8. 
Sworn to before me, 


JOHN Rogers, 


Commissioner of Deeds. 
Dated at New York, Feb. 15, ne. 


TO SURGEONS. 
A Treatise on Military Surgery and Hy 


giene. 


By Frank Hastines HaAmipton, M.D., 
late Lieutenant-Colonel, Medical Inspec- 
tor, U.S.A.; Professor of Military Sur- 
gery and Hygiene, and of Fractures and 
Dislocations, in Bellevue Medical Col- 
lege; Surgeon to Bellevue Hospital ; 
Professor of Military Surgery, &c., in 
Long Island College Hospital; author | 


of “ Treatise on Fractures and Disloca- 
a? 


tions,’ and of a “ Practical Treatise on 
Military Surgery.” Balliere Brothers, 
New York. 


. 


Of this admirable book, we cannot here 
say all that it demands of us. Military sur- 
gery, though distinct in its applications 
from civil surgery, and requiring a modified 
and more extended terminology, is becoming 
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so essential to the practitioner in civil life, 
that he who would faithfully serve the pro- 
fession at home, dare not remain ignorant of 
- the new developments of science which have 
grown upon us with the progress of the war. 
Tens of thousands of disabled soldiers are 
being sent from the field and post hospitals 
to Northern cities. Tens of thousands dis- 
_ charged from disability are falling back upon 
the professional care of village physicians, 
and for many years to come the neces- 
sity will continue for the application of 
military surgery in civil life. 

When the Medical Bureau of the Govern- 
ment shall have presented the reports.of 
its herculean labors to the people, it will be 
- seen what vast contfibutions have been 
made to this branch of science, but as that 
may not be done for years to come, the pro- 
fession will be glad to avail themselves of 
this practical manual. 


The several chapters include the subjects 
of Examination and Qualifications of Re- 
eruits; General Hygiene; Bivouac; <Ac- 
commodation of Troops in Tents, Barracks, 
Billets, Huts, Cabins, Hospitals, with plans 
of various U. S. Army Hospitals recently 
constructed ; Preparations for the Field; 
U. S. Army Ambulance Corps as at present 
organized; Field Medical Service; our 








means of Transportation of Sick and Woun- , 


ded Soldiers, including the new Railroad 
Cars, accompanied with working drawings 
for their construction—an entirely new fea- 


ture in transportation—first introduced by | ' 
| for goo!, and suffering humanity an ever 
5) >] 5 ~ 


Dr. E. Harris, of the Sanitary Commission ; 
Hygienic Management of Troops on the 
March ; General Consideration of Gunshot 
Wounds; Gunshot Wounds of the Head, 
‘Neck,-Chest, Abdomen, Extremities ; Punc- 


tured and Incised’ Wounds; a complete 


chapter on Arrow Wounds, illustrated with 


cases and woodcuts (a new feature in a | 


work on Military Surgery). 
Gunshot Fractures, with illustrations of 


the various forms of apparatus now in use | rejoicing. 
and found most serviceable by our Army | time well cared for; not more than 100 per 


Surgeons ; Anesthetics, their value and 


| June. 


danger; Hospital Gangrene; Dry Gran- 
grene; Scurvy; Diarrhea and Dysentery. 

_ General remarks on Amputations ; Special 
Amputations, illustrated by woodcuts ; Ex- 
sections, illustrated also fully; etc., ete. 

It is the result of the author’s own ex- 
perience during three years’ active service 
on the field; and to this has been added, as 
far as possible, the experience of other U. 
S. Army Surgeons and foreign surgeons. 

The typographical character of the book 

. is in the usual complete style of the enter- 
prising publishers. 


SHREE MONTHS IN THE SERVICE OF THE 
U. 8. SANITARY COMMISSION. 


NO. VI.—STILL AT WHITE HOUSE, VA. 


At midnight of the 9th, two hospital 
steamers, the Wenonah and George Weems, 
made fast to the Elizabeth, and we put on 
each of the boats full supplies for all sick 
and wounded on board, and laid down on 
our blankets, by 2 a.M. of the 10th of 
On that day the James Guy ar- 
rived from Washington, and the sad intelli- 
gence of the death of Dr. Winslow was 
confirmed. He was in the act of drawing 


| water from the Potomac, for a favorite 


horse he had on board the Guy, (and the 
care of which he would entrust to no other 
person,) and the steamer being under full 
headway, directly the bucket touched the 
water it jerked him headlong overboard. 
Every effort was made to save him, but of 
no avail—he sank to rise no more, long be- 
fore assistance could reach the spot where 
he was last seen. In the loss of Dr. Wins- 
low the U. S. Sanitary Commission lost an 
unwearying worker, of immense influence 


true friend. In passing I would remark, 
that his son, the wounded colonel, died ina 
few weeks afterward of the wounds he had 
received at the Wilderness fights. On the 
above day we were favored with a new sen- 
sation—a colored guard brought down 700 
prisoners of war from the front. These 
and all prisoners in our hands at that point 
were sent to Fort Delaware. The day was 
furthermore remarkable because the news 


of the nomination of Abraham Lincoln and 


5 . 
Andrew Johnson reached us, causing great 
All our wounded were by that 


day were arriving, and all around signs 
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were multiplying of an early evacuation of 
the place. Kvery day now brought numerous 
acquisitions to our auxiliary force, and it was 
well, for not less than 1600 bad cases needed 
the unremitting care of qualified nurses. 
On Sunday, June 12th, Dr. Marks held 
Divine service. The sad scenes we had 


passed through seemed to have ripened the | 


religious feelings of all, or nearly all, in the 
Commission; for all heard the word gladly, 


and several things were determined upon | 


and carried - into execution ; among which 


wexe the establishment of morning and | 


evening meetings for prayer and confer- 
ence. These were not only countenanced 
by the Directors, but frequently one or 
more assisted in the exercises. These meet- 
ings were to continue so long as other duties 
did not divide us nor press so heavily upon 
us as to prevent our gathering. Another 
gratifying feature was introduced into 
our domestic arrangements namely, that 
of asking God’s blessing upon our meat 
and drink in the dining-room at the 
public table. I am pleased to say our 
hurry was never so great as to cause us to 
omit that tribute of grateful hearts. Its 
influence we may never be able to bound, 
but that it was a great good to many souls 
IT have no doubt. At that table sat men 
who had come from all quarters of the 
world. They asked of the Sanitary Com- 
mission food and lodging ;. it was freely ac- 
corded them after due proof had been given 
of their need. The tables were loaded with 
God's bounties, given through the people 
of the United States to the weary, sick, 
wounded and unexpectedly destitute soldier; 
also to those who had left homes far away, 
and had come to the front in search of loved 


sons, husbands, or brother, many of whom 


had money to pay for what they needed but 
could not purchase, and but for the U. S. 
Sanitary Commission, they must have 
starved, even while their pockets were filled 
with money. These joined us in our meals 
—the gentle, the rough, the illiterate, and 
the learned, the officer and the private—all 
at the same table. The plain fare was placed 





in good shape and condition on the table— | 


the bell was rung—the guests took their 
seats at the tables, and as the Purveyor saw 
some guest at the table who be believed to 
be a christian, he would ask him to invoke 


invocation the waiters would stand in silence 
—every voice being hushed, while, perhaps 
some soldier supplicated Divine favor on the 


| 


| Jupae EH. Roort, ; 





| there in charge of Dr. Bissell. 
God’s blessing on the food. During the | 
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food, its recipients, and their dear, but far 
distant, friends. I have dwelt on this point 
more at length than the subject seemed - 
to warrant. But it really deserves what I - 
have said, and much more, from the moral 
effects and sweet religious awakenings 
which flowed from it. Among the em- 
ployees of the U. 8. Sanitary Commission 
were rough laborers, especially engaged for 
their capacity for heavy, manual toil. 
Many of these were, perhaps, brought under 
wholesome moral influence, and the effect on 
them was of the best character, if we are per- 
mitted to accept their professions given sub- 
sequently, and under circumstances which 
would favor sincere utterances. Another 
large class of persons who had good reasons 
far thanking God for the establishment 
of this sweet exercise, were those whose 
early religious convictions had been choked 
by the excitements incident to their | 
mode of life,—such- frequently informed me 
that the impressive character of the scenes 
alluded to, had awakened them to the per- 
formance of long neglected duties. And 
to-day, in thousands of families throughout 
the loyal States, does the incense of prayer 
and praise burn, whose flames were re- 
lighted at the altars set up in the boats and 
tents of the Sanitary Commission. 


LETTER FROM NASHVILLE.’ | 
BY EDWARD J. ENO. 
NASHVILLE, January 25, 1865. 


Dear Sir :—With this I hand youa 
statement of the disposition made of the — 
car-load sanitary stores taken to Huntsville 
last week. 

I found nearly all the 4th army corps in 
camp at or near this place, resting after a 
very hard campaign, and fitting up prepara- 
tory to the next, with new ambulances, 
huts and: clothing. rs : 

‘The men were generally in good condi- 
tion, well satisfied with the results of the sea- 
son’s work, and confident of future success. 

There’ was one general hospital under 
the charge of Dr. Baldwin, with about 195 
patients, generally doing very well. Their 
sanitary Supplies were nearly exhausted, 
and ours came very opportunely. The general 
field hospital of the Cumberland, was also 
There were 
but few patients and the doctor asked for 
only a small quantity of sanitary stores. 

It was then three weeks to the close of 
school, and if we could ‘get it done by that 


: 


tf 





After consulting with the Medical Di- 
rectors of the corps and post, it was thought 
advisable to open Sanitary Rooms, and on 
application to the Post Commander, Col. 
Lyon, he gave orders to the Quartermaster 
to furnish us the best he could find.” 
Since my return a telegram from Dr. Evans 

says they are secured. : 

Stevenson is a point requiring consider- 
able aid from Sanitary. Dr. Humphrey, in 
charge of Post Hospital, appears to be doing 
all he can for the comfort of the men in his 
charge, and really requires a much larger 
amount of sanitary goods than the number of 
his patients would indicate, for the reason 
that so many are thrown’ upon him tempo- 
rarily, on the way to or from their com- 
mands or hospitals. i ; 

The Home at this place (Stevenson,) is 
in charge of the Government, but needs 
the aid of Commission to help make conva- 
lescents comfortable, who are obliged to stop 
there waiting transportation. Government 
does not furnish beds or blankets, and the 
superintendent asks the Commission to fur- 
nish about thirty for sick and convalescents. 

I have applied to the Medical Purveyor, 
and he assures me there is no authority to 
issue, there being no medical officer con- 
nected with the institution to receipt to 
him for them. In other respects I should 
think the Home well managed, and a very 
important station for soldiers going te and 
from their commands. Here they have to 
change cars, and remain from 6 to 24 
hours. The books show that they feed an 
average of nearly 500 per day. 

Dr. Humphrey had roorfis vacated, and_ 
promised to reserve them for the Sanitary 
‘Commission. I would advise stores being 
sent there, with an agent to distribute 
them. It would not be necessary for a man* 
to remain there all the time. A few days 
once in two weeks would be sufficient. 


4 


FOR THE CHILDREN. 

The following little story is for the en- 
couragement of Alert Clubs and Sunday- 
school societies and little sewing circles, that 
are at work for the Sanitary Commission. 
We will have severe struggles yet before 
this wicked rebellion shall come to an end, 
and every little boy and girl in the land 
should do something more in behalf of the 
country, that when peace shall come again, 
and the Union be established, every little 
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heart will feel glad that its pulses were fresh 
and warm on the side of humanity and 
liberty. 

BUSY BEES. 


Their hive is an old stone school-house, 
with a low roof, and the most uncomfortable 
of seats. But we mustn’t say much against 
it, for it was built as many as twenty years 
ago, when the prairie was first settled, and 
it is the mother of one of the two churches 
which stand close by it, and the grandmo- 
ther of the other, and P’ve heard some of the 
old pioneers say that every stone in it was 
laid up with a prayer. Dear, venerable old 
school-house! its days are numbered, and 
soon its stones will be used for the founda- 

“tion of another. So much for the hive. 

The queen-bee last summer was Miss 
Bell—anybody could tell that a great way 
off, for as soon as she came in sight there 
was such buzzing, and flying to meet her, 
and crowding around het. 

One day in August, Mrs. Smith, the 
minister’s wife; came into the ‘hive. She 
lives in the parsonage across the street ; 
and because she hasn’t any little children 
of her own, she claims tithes of all the boys 
and girls in the village. 

She heard us read and spell, and say the 
multiplication table, up and down, forward 
and backward, and criss-cross. 

Then we sang, and just before we were 
dismissed, Miss Bell asked her “to make 
some remarks.” She laughed, and said, 
‘Children, how many of you have friends 
in the army ?” , 

Kver so many hands went up. Almost 
every child had either brother, cousin, or 
uncle there. Miss Bell didn’t raise her 
hand, but we all knew she was thinking of 
a soldier’s grave away down at Vicksburg, 
whose turf wasn’t green yet, where lay her 
only brother. The next question was, 
‘How many would like to do something for 
the soldiers ?”’ | 

Forty right hands went up, and forty 
pairs of eyes shone like stars. What we 
were to do was this: Each one to make a 
block of patehwork for a quilt, and to earn 
all the pennies we could to buy the cotton 
and the lining for it. 

The blocks were to be made like one she 
showed us, with a white center, on which 
the name and age of the one who gave it 
was to be written. Miss Bell agreed to 
help us, and write the names with her in- 
delible pencil. 
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time, we were to invite our mothers to quilt 
it for us at the parsonage on the last day, while 
we had a pic-nic in the yard. You may be 
sure we all voted for it, especially the pic-nic. 

For the next three weeks there was a 
humming and buzzing indeed, and such a 
flying back and forth between the parsonage 
and school-house with blocks and pennies ! 

Some of us were so excited we forgot to 
shut the gate, and the cows got in and came 
near eating up Mr. Smith’s cabbages! The 
boys were as busy as the girls, though they 
had to get the girls to do their sewing for 
them, except Ellis, who sewed his own block 
with the nicest little stitches-you ever saw. 

It was funny to hear how they earned 
their pennies: one drove a cow to pasture, 
some drove horses on reapers, some picked 
up chips or brought in wood, and the girls 
rocked the babies, washed dishes, picked 
plums, and little Elsie washed her still smaller 
brother’s face every morning, and bravely 
earned her penny in spite of his protests. 

The last day came, it was as pleasant as 
if it had been made on purpose forus. The 
blocks were all finished, marked and set 
together—about three dollars in money 
had been collected and the cotton and lining 
bought. There were thirty-five blocks in 
the quilt; thirty-four of them had names 
and ages on them—none over twelve years 
—and on the centre one was written ‘“ Brad- 
ford County. For any soldier who loves 
little children.” 

We have gone on ever since working in 
this way—calling ourselves Busy Bees ; but 
sometimes we are more buzzy than busy. 
We have made a good many comfort-bags 
and handkerchiefs, and 
enough for another quilt. Our motto is, 
‘Gather up the fragments, that nothing be 
lost;”’ and we learn a verse to repeat in con- 
cert every time. 

But the best thing of all was what be- 
came of our quilt. It was sent in a box 
from the Ladies’ Aid Society to the Sanitary 
Commission, with a note, saying if the one 
who got it would write to any of us, he would 
not need to advertise for correspondence. 

It was almost three months before we 
heard from it, and we began to think some 
of those dreadful officers, that are said to 
get everything that goes to the Sanitary 
Commission, had got our quilt surely. 

Our winter school had begun under a 
new teacher, when Mrs. Smith came in 
again one afternoon, with a letter in her 
hand, which she read to us, as follows: 


almost “blocks » 
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Mempuis, Tenn, Wov. 27, 1864. 


To Thirty-four Inittle Friends of Mine, 

Bradford County, 

Dear Frrenps:—Cold weather is coming 
on, you know, even down here in the 
“sunny South ;”’ and, being away from my 
regiment, and not able to get any clothing 
or blankets from Uncle Sam, I went to the 
Sanitary Commission, and was given that 
splendid quilt that your pennies and busy 
little fingers made. 

I am a Minnesota soldier, though I lived 


a number of years in your State, and know 


where you little folks live. 

And now, [ want to thank you all for 
your gift to the soldier, and tell you how 
highly [ value it, how carefully I shall 
preserve it, and how I shall take it home 
with me (if I don’t wear it out, and-live to 
go home,) and keep it as a relic of my army 
life and in memory of my loyal and true 
little friends in Bradford County Keep 
on, little friends; don’t be afraid the sol- 
diers don’t get your kindly gifts. Little — 
hands never, never worked in so good and 
noble a cause. We soldiers honor and are 
proud of you all. I have not got any little 
children of my own; but I have father 
and mother, and brothers and sisters, who 
think I am very dear te them. 

Brighter days are dawning, little friends, 
and [ hope the day is not far off when your 
fathers and brothers can come home to you 
again. Once more [ thank you as only a 
soldier can for your gift, and that, God will 
help you all to grow up to be true men and © 
women, and ever let His benediction of love 
rest upon you, is the earnest, hearty wish of~ 

Your soldier friend, J. 8. T AM eS 

Private, Co. E, —th Reg. Minn. Inf’ry. 

P.3.—Will Mrs. Smith appropriate her 





.. share of this letter, and of my thanks. You 


are all very, very kind to us, and we are 
not insensible to it, even if it does seem 
sometimes as if all the good in us would be 
warped and destroyed. You will have to 
reform and polish us up when we come 
home. . Pia al ne eta 

So, you see, one private did get some- 
thing from the Sanitary Commission, and, 
by his prompt and graceful acknowledgment 
of it, more than forty little folks were made 
happy and taught that even their little 
hands can do something for the needy and — 
suffering; a lesson worth more to them than — 
their gift toa shivering suldier. “He that — 
watereth shall be watered also himself.”— _ 
N. Y. Independent. 


The Sanitary 
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AWar-Claim Association 


OF THE 


STATE OF NEW YORK. 


_ OFFICE, 35 CHAMBERS STREET, 
NEW YORK. 


PRESIDENT. 
Lizvt.-Gen. WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Vicz-PRESIDENTS, 


Hon. Haminton Fysx, -Apmrrat Dupont, 
Joun J. Cisco, Esg., Rup. A. WirtHaus, Esq 


TREASURER.—RopeErt B. Minrurn, Esq. 


DIRECTORS. 


. 


Hons. E. D. Morgan, 
Gorge Oppyks, 
Hiram Barney, 
Jas W. Brnxman, 

H. W. Betuows, D.D., 

Joun Jacos Astor, Daniet Lorp, 

JAMES Brown, Winson G. Hun, 

WirutaM H. Aspinwaut, Rosert L. Sruarr, 

‘James Gabiartin, ALFRED Putt. 
t 


oy 


Howarp Porrsr, 
Wituiam E. Dopes, jr., 
THEODORE RoosEvEtr, 
Prrer Coopsr, 
GEORGE BANCROFT, 


Apply in person or by letter, to 
HENRY GREENFIELD, Secretary, 


35 CuamBers Srrent, New York. 


_ OBJECTS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 


+ 


lst. To secure the soldiers and sailors and their 
families, any claims for pensions, pay, or bounty, 
etc., without cost to the claimant. 


{ 
} 


\ 


| 





| 
| 
| 
| 
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2d. To protect soldiers or sailors and their families 
JSrom imposture and fraud. 

3d. To prevent false claims from being made 
against the Government. 

4th. To give gratuitous advice and information to 
soldiers and sailors or their families needing tt. 


THE U. 8. SANITARY COMMISSION 


Was constituted by the Secretary of War in June, 
1861, in accordance with the recommendation of 
the Surgeon-General of the United States Army, 
and its appointment and plan of organization were 
approved by the President of the United States. 
Its present organization is as follows: 


H. W. Bellows, D.D., New York. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Washington, D. C. 
F. L. Olmsted, California. 

George T. Strong, Esq., New York. 
Elisha Harris, M.D., New York. 

W.H. Van Buren, M.D., New York. 
Wolcott Gibbs, M.D., Cambridge, Mass. 
S. G. Howe, M.D., Boston, Mass. 

C. R. Agnew, M.D., New York. 

J. S. Newberry, M.D., Cleveland, Ohio. 
Rt. Rey. T. M. Clark, Providence, R. I. 
Hon. R. W. Burnett, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Hon. Mark Skinner, Chicago, Il. 

Hon. Joseph Holt, Washington, D. C. 
Horace Binney, jr., Philadelphia, Penna. 
Rey. J. H. Heywood, Louisville, Ky. 

J. Huntington Wolcott, Boston, Mass. 
Charles J. Stillé, Philadelphia, Penna. 
Ezra B. McCagg, Chicago, Ill. 





OFFIOERS. 


H. W. Bellows, D.D., President. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Vice-President. 
George T. Strong, Treasurer. 

J. Foster Jenkins, M.D., General Secretary. 
J. S. Newberry, M.D., Associate Secretary. 


STANDING COMMITTER., 


Henry W. Bellows, D.D. 
Wm. H. Van Buren, M.D. 
C. R. Agnew, M.D. 


George T. Strong. 
Wolcott Gibbs, M.D. 
Charles J. Stillé. 


HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 


The Sanitary Commission has made arrange- 
ments for supplying information gratuitously, 
with regard to patients in all the United States 
General Hospitals. 

For information relative to patients in the Hos- 
pitals in New York, New Jersey, the New England 
States, Eastern Virginia, Maryland, District of Co- 
lumbia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Florida 
and Louisiana, address “ Office of Sanitary Com- 
mission, Washington, D. C.” 

For the Hospitals in Pennsylvania, address 
‘Office of Sanitary Commission, No. 1307 Chest- 


| nut Street, Philadekphia.” 


For the Hospitals in Western Virginia, Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, Iowa, Kentucky, Ten- 
nessee, Mississippi, and Arkansas, address “ Office 
Sanitary Commission, Louisville, Ky.” 

In all cases the name, rank, company, and regi- 
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ment of the person inquired for should be given, 
and where he was when last heard from. If the 
application is by letter, the answer will be sent 
by return of mail; if in person, it will be answered 
at once; or if by telegraph, an answer will be re- 
turned immediately at the inquirer’s expense. 
pa@s~Soldiers’ Aid Societies, clergymen, editors, 
and others, can scarcely serve the cause of hu- 
manity more effectually than by frequently and 
widely disseminating a knowledge of the above, 
among those who have friends in the army. 


SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 


The Sanitary Commission, under special au- 
thority of the President of the United States, 
maintains an extensive system of agencies for 
securing the safe conveyance to, and distribution 
of, goods put in its charge for the sick and 
wounded at points where they are most wanted. 
It operates with equal care and generosity at all 
points—at New Orleans and at Washington, 
before Charleston and at Chattanooga—its dis- 
tributions being governed by a comparison of the 
wants of the patients in all cases. The following 
is a list of depots, to which auxiliary societiés 
and all disposed to aid the sick and wounded, 
without reference to States or localities, but sim- 
ply to their relative necessity for assistance, are 
invited to send their offerings: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST. 
CENTRAL DEPOTS OF COLLECTION. 


U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 18 West 
Street, Boston, Mass. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Nos. 10 & 11 
Cooper Union, New York. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, State House, New 
Haven, Conn. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 1307 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia. . 


DEPOTS OF DISTRIBUTION. 


U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 244 F Street, 
Washington, D. C. j : 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Camp Distribu- 
tion, Va. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 46 Sharp 
Street, Baltimore, Md. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Harper’s Ferry, Va. 

U. 8S. Sanitary Commission, Annapolis, Md. 

U.S. Sanitary Commission, Camp Parole, Md. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Norfolk, Va. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, City Point, Va. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Newberne, N C. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Beaufort, S. C. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, New Orleans, La 

Temporary Depots for distribution are ‘estab- 


lished from time to time as necessities of the | 


service require. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST. 
CENTRAL DEPOTS OF COLLECTION. 


U. S. Sanitary Commissior, corner Vine and ° 
Sixth Streets, Cincinnati, O. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 95 Bank Street, 
Cleveland, O. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 66 Madison 
Street, Chicago, IIl. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 2 Adam’s 
Block, Buffalo, N. Y. 


| 
{ 
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U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 59 Fourth © 


Street, Pittsburgh, Penna. 
U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 32 Larned 
Street, Detroit, Mich. 
U.S. Sanitary Commission, Columbus, O. 
_ U.S. Sanitary Commission, Fifth Street, Louis- 
‘ville, Ky. ‘ 
The Commission receives no pecuniary aid 
whatever from the Government, and is wholly 
dependent on the voluntary contributions of the 


| public forthe means of sustaining its operations. 


Contributions to the Treasury are solicited, and 
may be transmitted to George T. Strong, Esq., 
Treasurer, 68 Wall Street, N. Y. 


SPECIAL RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 
2 HAST. 
“Special Relief” Office, 76 Kingston Street, 
Boston, Mass. 


‘« Special Relief” Office, 1307 Chestnut Street, 


Philadelphia. 

‘Soldiers’ Rest,” Buffalo, Exchange street, op- 
posite R. R. Depot. ; 

“ Soldiers’ Lodge,” Harrisburg, Pa. 

“The Home,” Baltimore, Md. 


“Home for Wives, Mothers and Children of 





{ 
| 


| Sup’t. 


Soldiers,” Annapolis, Md. 
*« Special Relief Office,’ No. 389 H Street, 
Washington, D. C., where assistance is rendered 


in procuring Pay, Pensions, Bounty, Prize Money, 


-and arrears of Pay and Bounty, and in various 
other ways. 
“The Home,” No. 374 N. Capitol Street, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 


‘Home for Wives, Mothers and Children of » 


Soldiers,” 374 N. Capitol St., Washington, D. C. 

“Lodge No. 4,” for discharged soldiers, No. 
389 H Street, Washington, D. C. 

“Lodge No. 5,” near terminus of Washington 
and Alexandria R. R., Maryland Avenue, Wash- 
ington, D. C. ai oF 

‘* Lodge No. 6,” near Steamboat Landing, Sixth- 
Street, Washington, D. C. 


“ Alexandria Lodge,” near terminus of Orange - 


and Alexandria R. R., Alexandria, Va. 
‘‘ Special Relief Office,” New Orleans, La. 
“The Home,” New Orleans, La. 


WEST. 


Soldiers’ Home, No. 81 Jefferson avenue, De- 


troit, Michigan. 
Soldiers’ Homé, Third Street, Cincinnati, Ohio, 


| Col. G. W. D. Andrews, Superintendent. 


Soldiers’ Home, Louisville, Ky., James Malona, 
James Morton, Special Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, New Albany, corner of Main 
‘and State Streets. 


Soldiers’ Home, Cairo, [ll., ©. N. Shipman, 


Superintendent and Relief Agent. 
_ Soldiers’ Home, Nashville, Tenn., Captain I. 
Brayton, Sup’t. Rev. J. Hoblit, Relief Agent “ 


Soldiers’ Home,) Columbus, Ohio, Col. Isaac - 


Dalton, Superintendent. 





Soldiers’ Home, Cleveland, Ohio, Joseph Je- 
rome, Superintendent and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Lodge, near landing, Memphis, Tenn., 
C. W. Christy, Superintendeat and Relief Agent. 


Soldiers’ Home, Camp Nelson, Ky., Thomas | 


Butler, Superintendent. 
Soldiers’ Home, Paducah, Ky. 
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Fae BRANCH, 
No. 744 Broadway, yTENT LEGS A 1R No. 19 Green Street, 
NEW YORK. WI Me 918 Cts lige f BOSTON, Mass. 


| ee a aio | 
Important Information for Soldiers and Sailors who have lost Limbs. 





The <P srwER” Arm and Lee are now furnished for the mutilated heroes of the Army and Navy, and I have the 
pleasure of presenting extracts from official letters from the Surgeon-General, which will gratify numerous applicants, 
who, in the past, have been led to believe that they must accept an inferior limb, or have no aid from Government. 


; SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
WaAsHINGTON City, D.€., Dec. 12, 1863: 
Siz :-—The Board of Medical Officers assembled in the City of PhBadotphia, for ithe DOrpory of examining the ‘different 
models submitted S them for an Artificial Arm, having reported 


IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE BoARD, WHEN A SOLDIER MAY DESIRE TO PURCHASE Ps MORE 
ELEGANT AND EXPENSIVE ARM OF PALMER,” FIFTY DOLLARS WILL BE ALLOWED TOWARDS PAYMENT FOR THT SAME. 
By order of the Acting Surgeon- General. C. H. CRANE, Surgeon U.S.A. 


SuRGEON-GENERAL’sS OFFICE, 
WasHineton City, D.C., Sept. 20, 1864. 
S1z :—In answer to your letter of the 1st inst., I am directed to inform you, that the Report and recommendation of 
the Médical Board recently assembled in New York, to examine samples and models of Artificial Limbs, is not designed 
to supersede the recommendation of the former Board, SO FAR AS REGARDS THE LIMBS MANUFACTURED BY YOU. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, by order of the Surgeon-Ceneral, 


W. C. SPEN CER, Assistant Surgeon U.S.A. 
To B. FRANK. PALMER, LL.D., 744 Broadway, New York. ; 


The Best PALMER LEG is furnished THE SOLDIER FREE 
The Best PALMER ARM, for a SMALL ADVANCE. 
Thée Best LINCOLN “GOVERNMENT” ARM, FREE. 
Prices of the PALMER LIMBS not raised to OFFICERS and CIVILIANS. 


Apply in person, or by letter, at either of the offices. Address 


B. BRANK, PALMER, LL.D., 


President ye Artificial Limb Co. 
THE TARR FARM PETI ROLEUM COMPANY, 


OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 


Office, Gl Cedar Street, New Work. 


Capital, $3,000,000. 30,000 Shares, Par Value $100 each. 


i TRUSTEES: 
GEORGE P. BRADFORD, Eso., New York. ALANSON A. SUMNER, Albany, N. Y. 
Hon. ROGER AVERILL, Danbury, Conn. &. B. BELDEN, M.D., New York. 
WILLARD PARKER, M.D., New York. J. T. SANGER, New York. 
JAMES WADSWORTH, New York. iy 











To all acquainted with the Oil Region of Western Pennsylvania, the name of this Company, 
as indicating its locality, is significant of the great value of its properties. 

There is no better Oil Territory. 

It embraces interests in fee in more than twenty productive wells, and in TWELVE others 
now rapidly approaching completion, while the further development of its large unimproved 


area will, at an early day, greatly increase its product. 


We offer it as a permanent dividend-paying investment. 

A limited amount of this stock can be obtained solely of the undersigned at $50 PER 
SHARE, BEING ONE-HALF OF ITS PAR VALUE. 

The declared dividend for the month is one per cent. on its entire capital, to which pur- 


chasers within the month will be entitled. 


$0) JAMES WADSW ORTH & COMPANY, 


No. Gi Cedar Street, New York. — 
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SS 
Adapted to every branch of business. 
MANUFACTURED ONLY BY THE ORIGINAL INVENTORS, 


E, & T. FAIRBANKS & CO, St. Johnsbury, Vermont. 


PRINCIPAL WAREHOUSES: 


FAIRBANKS & CO., No. 252 Broadway, New York. 
FAIRBANKS & BROWN, No. 118 Milk Street, Bosto 


s 


me's" 2 
FAIRBANKS, GREENLEAF & CO., No. 172 Lake Street, Chicago. 
FAIRBANKS & EWING, Masonic Hall, Philadelphia. 


FAIRBANKS & CO., No. 246 Baltimore Street, Baltimore. 
Descriptive Circulars furnished or mailed to any address, on application to either of the above 





ESTABLISHED 1860. | 
486 BROADWAY AND 441 BROOME ST. 


SEWING MACHINES 


OF THE MOST APPROVED MAKES, SUCH AS THE 


WHEELER & WILSON, 
GROVER & BAKER, 
WILLCOX & GIBBS, 
A. B. HOWE, 
SINGER AND OTHERS. 


FOR SALE, 


At MANUFACTURERS’ PRICES, and with the same privileges. Instruction THOROUGH and } 
gratis, at the ; 


TO RENT AND 


N. Y. SEWING MACHINE EMPORIUM, 


Corner Broadway and Broome Street, New York. | 


V. W. WICKES, Jr., Proprietor, 
486 Broadway, Up Stairs. 


& 


* 


u 
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OFFICE OF THE 


MORRIS 


IRE & INLAND INSURANCE 


COMPANY, 
COLUMBIAN BUILDING, 


CO EUIN BIEe WALL a NASSAU: STs. 


$$$ $< —-$_$_$—$§¢ 22 o> — 


Authorized Capital, - - - $5,000,000. 
Cash Capital, paid im,- - - $200,000. 








This Company issues on the most favorable terms, Policies of Insurance, 


WITH OR WITHOUT PARTICIPATION IN PROFITS, 


against loss or damage by fire, on Dwelling Houses, Stores, and all kinds of 
Buildings, and on Household Furniture and other Property, and on Vessels and 
their Cargoes, while lying in Port. 


Losses will be Promptly Adjusted and Paid. 


I 


DiRnRECTTOR S. 


EDWARD ROWE, JOHN D. BATES, JOSEPH MORRISON, 
ALBERT G. LEE, FRED. H. BRADLEE, DAN’L W. TELLER, 
GEORGE MILN, EDWARD C. BATES, HENRY J. CAMMANN, 
J. C, MORRIS, WILLIAM MACKAY, §. N. DERRICK, 
ROB'T BOWNE, BENJ. E. BATES, CHARLES HICKOX, 
EZRA NYE, B. 0. MORRIS, Jx., N. O. NIMS. 
| B. C. MORRIS, President. 
WM. M. WHITNEY Secretary. 
g 


\ 


1054 ca The Sanitary Commission Bulletin. 


F. RATCHFORD STARR, General eon 


400 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


The Mutual Life Insurance Company of New York. 


F. 8. WINSTON, Presipent. 


Cash Assets over Eleven and a haif Millions of Dollars. 


Policies known as ‘‘ Non- Forfeiting, ” on the terms they express, on the Ten-Year plan, issued by this 


ri possess advantages in profits and rates of premiums, greater than are offered by any other Life 
ompany \ 








THE 


Widows’ & Drphabe Benefit Life Ins. Co. of New York. 


YLUCIUS ROBINSON. PresipvEnt. 
Cash Capital, $200,000. - 4 


Many of the Trustees and other officers of this Company are connected with the well-known Murua 
Lire ,INsuRANCE CompANy oF New York, and the intimate and amicable relations between the two 
Compantee) guarantee favorable results to: Policy-holders. 


Universal Life Insurance Company of New York. 


‘JOHN WADSWORTH, PRESIDENT. 
Cash Capital, $200,000. 


This Institution has been formed for the benefit of those who, because of imperfect health, are unable 
to obtain policies in other companies. It thus meets the case of thousands who have been turned away 
disappointed in their efforts to provide for their families, and of a still larger number who have felt it use- 
less to apply for insurance. 


Every information may be had, on application, by letter or otherwise, to 


F. RATCHFORD STARR, General Agent, 
400 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Insurance against Accident by the 


TRAVELERS’ INSURANCE COMPANY, 


HARTFORD, CONN. 
CAPITAT, =- «= = PURE 


JAMES G. BATTERSON, Prusrpent. 


' - 





Insurance effected in this Company against ACCIDENTS of every chia 


Yearly Policies will be issued for a Premium of 
Fifteen Dollars, 


granting Insurance to the amount of 3 
Five Thousand Dollars % 
against loss of life by any accident whatever. 
Twenty-Five Dollars 
_ gecures a Policy for 
Five Thousand Dollars,’ 


together with $25 per week compensation for personal injury, incapacitating the assured from his — 
ordinary business. 
Fifty Dollars Premium 
secures a Full Policy for $10,000 and $40 per week compensation for all and every description of 
Accident. 
Policies for $500, with: $3 per week compensation, can be had for $3 Premium, or any other 
sum between $500 and $10,000 at proportionate rates. 


zr" , WM. Wy: ALLEN, Agent, 
aa | 404 WALNUT STREET. 


ye EL EB 


SANITARY COMMISSION 


MoDULLETIN. 


call 








No. 34. 


| PHILADELPHIA, MARCH 15, 1865. 


No... 34; 








Tue Sanitary Commission Buunetin is published on the first and fifteenth of every month, and as 


tt has a circulation, gratuitous or other, of above 15,000 copies, it offers an unusually valuable medium for 


advertising. 


All communications must be addressed to the Editor, at the office, 1307 Chestnut street, Philadelphia, and ; 


must be authenticated by the names and addresses of the writers. 

As the continuance of the publication of the BULLETIN is uncertain, depending on that of the war, and on 
the resources of the U.S. Sanitary Commission—the Standing Committee feels a certain degree of reluctance 
to solicit subscriptions Sor tt—and thereby to pledge the Commission to its issue for a definite period. 

The Committee understand, however, that some of their friends to whom it is now sent gratuitously, ex- 
press a wish to pay for it, and they therefore give notice that the sum of two dollars, remitted ‘to the 


Treasurer, (G. T. Strona, 68 Wall street, New York, or No. 1307 Chestnut street, Philadelphia,) will — 


secure its being sent to such contributor during the remainder of the current year, unless its publication be 


sooner discontinued. : 





- NEW ORLEANS 


EXTRACT OF REPORT TO J. FOSTER JEN- 
KINS,-M.D., GEN. SEC. U. S. SAN. COM., 
BY DR. GEORGE A. BLAKE. 


All the work of the Commission may 
properly be called Relief Work, still, I can 
better present to your mind our entire work 
by classification into departments, viz. :— 
Supply, Relief, Special Relief, and Pension, 
Back-Pay, and Bounty. This classification 
is not perfect, because no Department is 
entirely independent of the others. The 
Supply Department furnishes material that 
affords relief, while Special Relief and Pen- 
sion Departments work together in ascer- 
taining and obtaining back-pay, bounty and 
pension for the worn out soldier and his re- 
latives. 


\ 


SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 


’ Supplies have been furnished this De- 
partment from New York and Louisville. 
Fresh vegetables, sauerkraut, and pickles, 
constitute the bulk of our receipts from 
Louisville, while from New York we have 
received bedding, wearing apparel, station- 
ery, hospital food, delicacies, &c., &c. 

The Department of the Gulf being so far 
removed, and completely isolated from the 
central office, it has been impossible always 
to signify our wants and have them filled at 
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once by requisition, consequently consider- 
able latitude has been allowed in the pur- 
chase of supplies for special particular 
emorgencies. | | 

The distribution of our supplies to the 
troops, and those sick in hospital at the 
principal posts, has been made by our own 
agents; Mr. Boltwood,: representing the 
Commission at Baton Rogue, Port Hudson, 
and Morgansia; Mr. Miller, at Forts Gaines 
and Morgan; and Mr. Stevens at Barran- 
eas, Fla. The demand on us for supplies 
has been increased by the fact that the 
troops have not been paid for several months. 
The regulations provide that every sol- 
dier shall be furnished with clothing, but 
his descriptive roll must be accessible, that 
entry can be made and relieve the officer 
delivering the property from all responsi- 
bility. But suppose a case, and many such 
haye been presented to our notice. 


Descriptive List—where the Commission is 
particularly useful in supplying cloth- 
ing, and how the men would of necessity 
suffer but for its interposition. 

A private in a regiment from New York 
is captured west of the Mississippi River, and 
confined in Texas several months, during 
which he is stripped, robbed of everything, 
and finally is received by our authorities, 


/ 
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an exchanged prisoner of war. He is sick 
and sent to hospital to be kindly cared for. 
His tattered and worn and filthy garments 
have been burned or otherwise disposed of, 
he recovers and wishes to draw clothing, 
but his descriptive roll is with his regiment, 
4nd that isin Virginia. The regulations pro- 
vide that all soldiers in hospital shall be 
provided with clothing, through the surgeon 
in charge, even if they have no descriptive 


roll, but my experiencé proves that surgeons. 


in charge of hospitals will not do it when 
regiments are out of the Department; they 
will not take the responsibility, and there 
is nothing to compel them to do it. Now 
then the right of the soldier exists whether 
he gets money cr not, but the comforts he 
desires and needs are not obtained; if he 
was paid his dues he would willingly buy 
all he requires, but he has no money or 
credit, is poor indeed, and thousands of miles 
away from home. The recollection that his 
mother, wife or sister had worked for the 
Sanitary Commission, and for the benefit of 
the soldier, stimulates him to call at our 
_store-room and ask a favor. How many 
have said, “I wouldn’t trouble you if I had 
any money!” and say they are ashamed to 
beg, but call on the Commission for assist- 
ance, having always considered it the special 
friend of the soldier. He seems to regard 
the Commission as a mutual insurance com- 
pany against want and discomfort in the 
army, and considers the benefactions be- 
stowed by their immediate friends as so 
much premium paid to insure their com- 
fort. 
| Officers. 

Officers too, having received no money 
for five, six, eight and ten months, have so- 
licited assistance. As agent of the Com- 
mission all soldiers I must regard alike, 
whether officer or private, white or black, 
and when in a state of destitution that can- 
not be otherwise provided for, all are treated 
as worthy objects of charity, and their wants 
supplied according to our ability. 


Prisoners—what Government does not fur- 


nish to Prisoners, and what the Commis- 

sion does furnish. 

Returned prisoners of war are sent to 
Camp of Distribution. They have nothing 
with which to make themselves comfortable. 
Government furnishes them clothing, but 
does not furnish tin-cups, knives and forks, 
tin-plates, or spoons; neither does it fur- 
nish a towel, or a comb, and yet every 
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American soldier could provide himself with 
these articles if he had the money,—if he was 
‘“ paid off,” but he isn’t, and to whom can 
he appeal with any hope, save to the'Com- 
mission ? 


How the Commission Sustains the Govern- 
ment. . 

By supplying these wants, Commission 
has been able to support and sustain the 
Government, as it were, pouring oil on the 
troubled waters by making comfortable what 
had been scarcely sufferable. 


Yellow Fever. 


During the latter part of summer and 
early fall, yellow fever made its appearance 
among the naval fleet; several vessels were 
ordered to quarantine, and we were able to 
contribute largely to their relief by. a gene- 
rous distribution of musquito bars, not only 
to the sick but also among the crew. Be- 
fore the supply of musquito bars, it was 
doubtful in the minds of many, whether the 
men suffered more from the fever than from 
the bite and annoyance of that insect. 


Fort Gaines. 


Mr. Miller, in charge of a large amount 
of stores, accompanied the land forces in 
their attack on Fort Gaines, and was en- 
abled to render efficient aid not only to the 
soldiers but also to the sailors wounded in 
the great naval conflict in Mobile Bay. Af- 
terwards the wounded were removed to 
hospital at Pensacola Navy Yard, and were 
ministered unto by our agent, Mr. Stevens. 


~ 


The sick were brought to this city and’ 


placed in Naval Hospital, where there were 
during the season about fifty cases of yellow 
fever ; several requisitions were filled for 
the surgeon in charge of the hospital, who 
gratefully acknowledged. receipt of the 
stores. 

: Scurvy. 

During last summer and early part of the 
fall, all our troops at every post in this De- 
partment suffered severely with scurvy. No 
vegetables were issued by the Commissary 
Department of the army, and strong appeals 
were made to us for anti-scorbutics. The 
enormous prices that prevailed in the mar- 
ket for fresh vegetables, ten and twelve 
dollars per barrel, and the immense quan- 
tity necessary to supply the demand, de- 
terred me from purchasing. I did, however, 
buy all the sauerkraut that was in the city, 
at moderate rates, and distributed it to those 

iy 
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posts most afflicted, viz.: Brasos Santiago, 
Dauphin Island, Mobile Point, and Barran- 
cas, Fla. 

In September, we received one hundred 
barrels of onions from New York, which 
seemed only as a drop in the bucket, and it 
was not until we received a cargo from 
Louisville in October, and subsequently two 
other large lots in November, that were 
freely distributed to hospitals and men in 


the ranks, that the disease was entirely . 


checked, and notes of thanksgiving came to 
us from every quarter. There was not a 
soldier in the Deparament that did not 
share this bounty, and I only wish every 
potato and onion could have been stamped 
U. 8. Sanitary Commission, that the source 
of the bounty should be continually patent 
to all. J have received many letters from 
different surgeons, testimonials of the ap- 
preciation of our gifts that I have previously 
forwarded. To-day I received another 
through Mr. Boltwood, from Surgeon Gray, 
Medical Director on Brig. Gen. Ulman’s 
Staff, which I append. 


Gardens. 


That so much disability may not occur 
another season, by reason of scurvy, I was 
recently informed by Lieutenant Colonel 
Vollum, Medical Inspector Department 
West Mississippi, that an order would be 
issued from headquarters, General Canby, 
requiring that gardens be cultivated at 
every post in the Department, by the troops 
stationed there; and he consulted me in re- 
gard to the seeds requisite to carry out the 
order, and solicited the assistance of the 
Commission. He stated that the only legi- 
timate way in which seeds could be “ regu- 
larly” procured was from the Post Fund, 
unless the several commandants purchase 
them with their own funds, and such in- 
stances of benevolence were rare in the 
army, especially in the present destitute 
condition of the paymasters. The garrisons 
of the different posts being changed fre- 
quently, a Post Fund had been rarely cre- 
ated, and he asked if the Commission would 
furnish seeds. It was impossible for me 
to consult you before deciding, and recol- 
lecting that in some departments the Com- 
mission cultivates gardens for the troops, I 
thought it would be willing to furnish seed 
and allow the troops to do their own work, 
that it would accord with the spirit of our 
work to say ‘‘yes,” and I said it! The 
order has not yet been issued ; when it is, if 


ft 
4 


to be made. 


it ever is, I shall issue a circular to be dis- 
tributed with the order, from the office of 
Medical Inspector, engaging in behalf of the 
Commission to furnish every post in’ the 
Department seeds for a garden.* 

During the later part of November, I en- 
gaged R. C. Chace, temporarily as Relief 
Agent, and sent him to Key-West, in 
charge of one hundred barrels of' vegetables 
and sauerkraut, instructing him to report to 
the Medical Director at that post, and con- 
sult him in regard to the distribution best 
Surgeon McCulley, Acting 
Purveyor at that post, advised that half of 
the stones be sent to Cedar Keys, on the 
west coast of Florida, about three hundred 
miles from Key-West, and requested Mr. 
Chace to go himself in charge; he did go, 
and as I forwarded his report so recently, I 
must refer you to that for particulars. Af- 
ter the return of Mr. Chace, I received 
a letter from Surgeon McCulley, inclosing 
a requisition for stores, which I append, 
with a copy of my reply, marked No. 2. 

Refugees. 

Refugees and their relation to the Com- 
mission’ This question has perplexed me 
wonderfully. Their utter destitution has ex- 
cited my sympathy, and their claim to relief 
is undoubtedly just and well founded, es- 
pecially the women and children, the old 
and decrepit, the sick, maimed, halt and 
blind. The able-bodied can take care of 
themselves ; avenues to work and useful- 
ness are too abundant under our Govern- 
ment to afford any pretext for them to be- 
come suppliants for alms. What can I do for 
them legitimately and not trespass on the 
claims of the soldier for our bounty, or pros- 
titute the confidence reposed in me as agent 
of the Commission, by officially sanctioning 
a diversion of this charity? I have thus 
far acted on the principle that the existence 
of this great want is an anomaly in our 
country, and at present no definite rules of 
action can be established; and relying on 
the elasticity of the benevolent hearts that 
support our organization, I have ventured 
occasionally to extend the mantle of its 
charity to protect the poor refugee. 


Families of Soldiers. 


Another class of applicants for assistance 
has besieged the door of our store-room, 
directly and indirectly, through the city 
authorities, viz.: families of those soldiers 





* The seed has been forwarded to New Orleans. 
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'in the United States Army that enlisted in 
this city. Here the suffering that occurs 
from non-payment of the troops is double 
what the soldier and his family experience 
who enlisted in the Northern States, be- 
cause here the family receives no relief from 
State or city authorities, (and one almost 
includes the other,) and are entirely depen- 
dent on the money earned by the husband, 
father, brother, or son in the army, and the 
destitution that most necessarily exist when 
this source fails can be better imagined than 
described. In cases of ‘sickness in these 
families, I have occasionally delivered stores 
to them on requisition from the City Phy- 
siclan. 

I will conclude my report in regard to 
the Supply Department, by giving the ag- 
gregate amount of vegetables isgued since 
October 1, 1864, and of milk, wine, farina- 
ceous diet, &c., issued during the past six 
months, viz.: Vegetables, (potatoes, onions, 
&e.,) 12,234 bushels; pickles and sauer- 
kraut, 26,360 gallons; tomatoes, (in cans, ) 
4,643 pounds; condensed milk, 6,812 
pounds; farinaceous diet, (farina, corn- 
starch, &c.,) 8,291 pounds; wine, (foreign 
and domestic,) 6,327 bottles; crackers, 148 
barrels ; beef stock, 1,077 pounds. 


RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 


Soldiers’ Home. 


Under this head I shall include what I 
have to say about the ‘Soldiers’ Home.” 
We have no ‘‘ Lodges,” and no “ Rests” in 
this Department, as no necessity for them 
at present exists. The statistics of the 
“‘ Home” up to December, 1864, were care- 
fully compiled and forwarded to Rey. J. A. 
Anderson, Philadelphia, by Mr. Bullard, 
and afterwards appeared in the BULLETIN 
of January 15, 1865. I now add the sta- 
tistical report, consolidated for December, 
1864, and January, 1865, as furnished by 
O. S. Bullard, Superintendent, in his re- 
port to me Ist inst., and which I append, 
marked No. 3. 


Total number admitted, . 1,611 
Number meals furnished, 27,487 
“« lodgings “ 9,280 


Amt. money deposited in safe, . $8,727 29 


“The name “Soldier’s Home” is very 
broad and comprehensive, and really sug- 
gests more than is intended, especially to the 
shirk, who is disposed to make the “‘ Home” 
a hiding place from duty, and thus bring 
discredit upon the institution in the minds 


of military men, by making it a harbor for 
malingers, consequently we admit no one 
without an exhibition of discharge or fur- 
lough papers, or orders from proper autho- 
rity. The rule of our action is comprehended 
under ‘the following circular designating 
proper persons for admission to the ‘ Home :” 

1. All discharged soldiers. 

2. All soldiers furloughed from hospitals 
or regiments outside the city; those fur- 


-loughed in the city being detained in hos- 


pital or at their quarters, till transportation 
is procured, in order that they may receive 
full benefit of their furlough, to be dated 
when they leave the city. 

3. Orderlies detailed at various head- 
quarters, and all ‘‘ duty men” temporarily 
detained in the city, with orders fromhead- 
quarters, defences, or higher authority. 

4, All soldiers who arrive at night are 
provided with lodging and breakfast, after 
which they will not be received unless an 
order is presented from headquarters, de- 
fences or higher military authority... 

By acting in accordance with these rules 
we are able to do good service to the soldier, » 
and satisfy the military authorities that we 
are honest, and their real assistants in car- 
ing for the soldier. 

To convey to your mind more fully the 
benefits derived from the ‘‘ Home” by the 
private soldier, and also the spirit that ani- 
mates us in the work, I will copy from re- 
port made to me by Mr. O. C. Bullard, our 
worthy Agent of Special Relief. ee 


Relation of the Home to the Soldier—His 
Rights, and the checks necessary to pre- 
vent Imposition and Fraud—necessity 
for exact records and satisfactory evidence 
of claim to Protection and Assistance. 


‘‘ During the month of December, 1864, 
the attention of those most interested in 
the welfare and success of the Soldier’s 
Home, was called to the necessity of a bet- 
ter system in the registry of names, classi- 
fication, use of tickets and other methods to 
prevent imposition, while we endeavor to. 
perform the double duty of always render- 
ing proper aid to those coming within ‘our 
province, and at the same time. have an 
honest record, in all our reports to military 
authorities, on which are based the requisi- 
tions for rations, fuel, &c., from Government. 

“On the first of January, 1865, anew sys- 
tem of meal-tickets and registry cards was 
adopted, which, after a month’s trial, is 
considered highly satisfactory. This matter 


# 
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is of more importance at this, than perhaps 
at any other Home of the Commission. Our 
peculiar relations with the military autho- 
rities require exact records. It is especially 
important to protect ourselves from the 
suspicion of harboring soldiers who may 
seek to hide away from their just obliga- 
tions ; while equal care devolves on us to 
see that parties for whom rations are drawn, 
are properly reported, so that Government 


_ may not be defrauded. It is intended that 


it shall be conducted on principles strictly 
honest towards the Government, and with 
all proper liberality towards every soldier 
who has a just claim upon us.” 


Relation of Home to the Military Authori- 
ties—Its Foundation and History. 


The relation of the Home to the military 
authorities and the Commission, is shown 
by Mr. Bullard, in a letter to Capt. Brown, 
who was sent to inspect the “Home” by 
General Sherman. He expressed himself as 
well pleased, and requested a letter stating 
the origin of the ‘“ Home,” and what the 
Commission contributed to its support, Xc., 
and I copy from it. 

‘¢<The Soldiers’ Home was established 
under Special Order, No. 272, Headquarters 
Department of the Gulf, in October, 1863.’ 
The history of it up to the time of transfer 
of its patronage or care from the Western to 
the U. S. Sanitary Commission need not be 
here repeated, save to say that in February, 
1864, by order of Major General Reynolds, 
then commanding defences of New Orleans, 
an agent of the U. 8. Sanitary Commission 
was appointed Superintendent. Since then 
the Home has been conducted by the Com- 
mission on the following general principles: 

“The Government furnishes for the use 
of the Home the building known as the 
‘Planter’s Hotel,’ corner of Magazine and 
Julia Streets... It also furnishes rations and 
fuel, based upon the morning reports, daily 
returned to Headquarters, Defences. The 
U. 8. Sanitary Commission hires three ad- 
joining buildings and lots, No. 94 Julia 
Street, is used for a baggage room and 
lodgings for detailed men. No. 96 Julia 
Street, contains the office of the Special Re- 
lief Agent and Pension Agent; the rear of 
the building being used for lodgings for 
colored soldiers and colored help, with 
laundry arrangements on lower floor. Build- 
ings and lot on Magazine Street, adjoining 
the Planter’s Hotel, are used for storage, 
wood yard, &c. 


\ 
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“The Sanitary Commission has provided 
iron bedsteads comfortably furnished with 
bedding; all the neceessary kitchen, table, 
and laundry utensils, and the fixtures for 
heating, not belonging to the building. 

“Tt pays the gas bills, a surgeon for 
daily attendance on the sick, the services 
of Superintendent, -Matron, two female 
nurses, a night watchman, and from twelve 
to fifteen male and female employees.. The 
working force is necessarily large. The 
cooking, washing, scrubbing, chamberwork, 
preparation of wood and coal, incident 
to such an establishment, (if neatly con- 
ducted) will explain the point. The com- 
mon tableis furnished to a considerable ex- 
tent with vegetables, dried fruit, milk, 
pickles, &c¢., by the Commission, in addition 
to Government rations. There is a comfor- 
table hospital ward for all needing medical 
attendance, or who are too feeble to go to the 
common table, or to sit up through the day. 
Seven men are daily detailed from the Ist 
N. O. Regiment, who act as guard at the 
Home, and at the Government buildings on 
the opposite corner.” 


The Importance of the Home. 


I quote again from Mr. Bullard’s report: 
‘‘Tn estimating the importance of this insti- 
tution, 1t must be remembered that New 
Orleans in the point from which every sol- 
dier discharged or furloughed in this De- 
partment starts for the North and North- 
East, via Cairo and New York. Some are 
delayed in the city for the settlement of their 
claims,—all are delayed more or less for trans- 
portation. 

‘¢ Provision has been made in the ‘Camp 
of Distribution’ for all returning from fur- 
lough, and for those returned to duty from 
hospitals. , 

‘The numbers reported at the Home are, 
of course, less than would be the case if we 
fed regiments passing through the city, or 
if we were unrestricted in the classes ad- 
mitted. The work as now conducted is 


wholly in unison with the military authori- 


ties. 

‘‘ Wedo not aim to do what is already 
provided for in the proper channels, but to 
meet emergencies incident to locality and 
other circumstances. Thus the Home is 
not only a charitable institution for the 
needy and suffering, but affords also direct 
and efficient help to the Government. 

‘<The hospital ward has become an im-. 
portant department. Miss Jones is a capi- 
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tal nurse, and has her hands full. She is 
kind, efficient, and untiring in her attention 
to the sick. Feeble; broken-down men, who 
have started for their distant homes, and 
often march straightforward for the long 
journeys before them by a few day’s rest, 
kind nursing, generous diet and proper 
stimulants. It is in such cases that the 
gifts of the people, through the Sanitary 
Commission come right home to the hearts 
of the recipients. Occasionally discharged 
or furloughed men from posts outside the 
city, get thus far towards their homes, and 
are too feeble to resume their journey. It 
is better that they die here, surrounded 
with such comforts as are gladly furnished, 
than to pass away on a crowded ocean trans- 
port, or on the open decks of a river boat. 
In connection with the operations of the 
Home, comes in considerable help for the 
boys, in getting them started right and 
comfortably for Cairo or New York. All 
needed assistance is rendered in procuring 
transportation. Government transports for 
New York start from Bulls’ Head, some 
two miles from the “‘Home;” boats going 


up the river, leave the levee nearer to us; . 


ambulances and army wagons are obtained 
from the Quartermaster, to carry men and 
baggage to the boats, when necessary. 

‘‘Furloughed men going home on Goy- 
ernment transportation are furnished by 
Government requisition on the Commisstry 
for five or ten days rations. These requi- 
sitions are brought to the Home, and the 
soldier receives what he wants to make his 
journey comfortable.” 


SPECIAL RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 


The Necessity for wt—Its Advantages to 
the Men, and its Help to the Government. 


This work is especially under the charge 
of Mr. O. C. Bullard, a patient, untiring 
worker in behalf of the soldier. The labor 
in this Department is very valuable, aye, 
inestimable, and is not appreciated—it is 
not tangible, and cannot be easily repre- 
sented. Mr. Bullard acts as attorney for 
the soldier, and sometimes for the Pay- 
master, protecting him from loss, he is really 
a mediator between the two. Paymasters 
are the servants of the people, intrusted 
with money, and are under bonds to account 
for it, and those are rare who do not think 
more of their bond than of the claim of the 
soldier to his consideration. If the soldier’s 
papers are all correct, he is paid immedi- 
ately, but if they are not, he is simply told 


“‘vour papers are not correct, I cannot pay 
you.” Disappointed, he falls back, and 


another takes his place; he looks at his’ 


papers, thinks of his officers, and wonders 
‘what the matter is.” Of course, he does 
not know, and having recovered the shock 
occasioned by the first announcement, he 
elbows himself among the crowd up to the 
Paymaster’s desk again, and presents his 
paper asking what correction is needed, 
he is informed that his papers are altogether 
wrong, and must be corrected. The soldier 
is no wiser than before, and falls back again 
to give place to another.. Perhaps he came 
from a post between five and six hundred 
miles away, and means of transportation ir- 
regular, still his papers must go back to the 
officer in command of the company for cor- 
rection; what correction is required he 
don’t know, and can gain no information 
from the paymaster, and if he sends his 
papers to his commanding officer, the chances 
are they will be again returned incorrect. 
Disappointed and dejected he falls back 
and accidentally hears of Mr. B., (and here 
Special Relief work begins,) who happens 
to have been present all the time giving in- 
structions to other men. Mr. Bullard is a 
stranger to him, but he sees that he is wil- 
ling to talk to a common soldier. Mr. Bul- 
lard, too, has not been an unconscious ob- 
server of the scene, and says, ‘‘ Well, my 
boy, what is the matter?” ‘“Oh!I don’t 
know, Paymaster says they-are not right,” 
holding up his papers, ‘Cand must be cor- 


rected by the captain who made them out, _ 


and he is down to Brasos, sir.” The papers 


are examined by Mr. Bullard, and the error - 
noticed ; he tells him to call at his office, 


and he will provide him with a new set of 
papers, made out correctly, and send them 
with a letter of instruction to his captain, 
and in the meantime he can stop at the 
‘Home.’ The papers are sent forward, 
and returned corrected, money is collected, 
and the man goes home. This is no fancy 
picture; it has been an actual occurrence, 
and attention to such eases as these is the 


, 


daily experience of our Special Relief Agent. F 


This is the work that makes no show; but 
is of real, genuine benefit to the soldier. 


PENSION DEPARTMENT. 


This has been conducted by Mr. Seaton, 
who makes the claim as alleged by the ap- 
plicant and myself, regularly appointed 
Examining Surgeon for Pensions. In order 
that Mr. Seaton could legally prosecute 
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claims, it was necessary that he be not only 
Notary Public, but also have access to the 
seal of a court of record, and it was a source 
of pleasure to be able on the strength of the 
good reputation of thé Commission to have 
him appointed Deputy Clerk of a District 
Court. | 
The work of the Pension Department up 
to January, 1865, is represented by statisti- 
cal report from Mr. Seaton, which I append, 
marked No. 5, and respectfully call atten- 
tion to it. The note at the botton will ac- 
count for so few allowances for pension 
claims. 
Total arrears of pay, bounty and 
prize money collected, 
Total amount of annual pensions 


allowed, ~ * ieee (o,000,.00 
Sick in Hospital in New Orleans. 


$5,318 97 


The number sick in general hospitals in 
this city, January 31, 1860, was very 
small. 


Number in Marine Hospital, . 263 
a ‘“¢ Barracks, . 186 
ba “ St. Louis, shay At ip 

Total,  . J : : OT 


Besides these there are 953 in Hospital 
Corps d’ Afrique, of whom over five hun- 
dred are sick with variola or varioloid. 


HNO 1. 
Zestimony of Dr. HK. P. GRAY, to the value 


of the contributions of the Commission, 

not only in relieving suffering, but. in 

saving life and promoting efficiency of 

army. 

Moreanzia, La., Jan. 30, 1865. 
Henry L. Botrwoop, » 
Relief Agent U. 8. Sanitary Commission. 

DEAR Str :—Permit me to make grateful 
acknowledgments to the U. 8. Sanitary 
Commission for its bountiful issues of hos- 
pital supplies and vegetables to the troops 
of this command, for the past six months. 
Our sick have been numerous, and our fa- 
cilities for making them comfortable quite 
limited. Owing to an insufficient issue of 
vegetables by the Commissary Department, 
scurvy was developed to an alarming extent, 
ageravating greatly all other diseases, and 
rendering some of the regiments of colored 
troops totally ineffective for all active ser- 
vice, while their ranks were being daily de- 
cimated by death. 

This was particularly the case during the 


months of August, September and October, 
when it was impracticable to obtain the 
necessary supplies from the Government. 

By the liberality of the people of the 
North, God bless them ! our sick have been 
made comfortable, scurvy has been banished, 
the frequency and severity of other diseases 
greatly diminished, and the mortality re- 
duced to a-ratio simply incidental to a 
healthy condition of troops. 

If was observed by all the surgeons at 
at the Post, that within two weeks of the 
time you made large issues of fresh vegeta- 


bles in October last, that a marked dimi- 


nution of sickness was the result, and it is 
from that date that our deliverance from 
scurvy and kindred diseases began. 

This would not have been accomplished 
so readily had your supplies not been suff- 
ciently bountiful to reach the indisposed in 
quarters, as well as the sick in hospital, 
thus in a measure striking at the root of the 
evil, (defective nutrition). 

Since the 20th of November, the Gov- 
ernment ration has. greatly improved, we 
have had regulay issues of fresh vegetables, 
which has stayed all further progress of the 
disease, :nd enabled us to cure the cases 
already on our hands. 

The present excellent health of the com- 
mand is largely owing to the donations of 
the Commission, and I am sure no con- 
triputor to its stores could see the good 
done here, and not feel both amply repaid 
and encouraged to continue in the good 
work. 

I am very respectfully, your obedient 


servant, K. P. GRAY, 
Surgeon 70th N. Y. Vol., in charge U. S. Forces. 


No. 2. 


Prisoners of Tortugas, and Refugees of 
Florida. 
Aort. Mepican Purveyor’s OFFICE, 
Dist. of Kny-WeEst AND TORTUGAS, 
Kry-Wsst, Fua., January 10, 1865. 


Sir :—I have the honor to request that 
the enclosed requisition be filled and for- 
warded to this Post for distribution in this 
District. If you confide it to me I shall 
see that the prisoners at Tortugas are sup- 
plied; but it is most needed for the refugees 
of Florida. ‘ 

Very respectfully your obt. serv't., 

Wm. A. McCuLLey, 


Surgeon and Act. Medical Purveyor. 


G.A. BLAKE, M.D., 
Genl. Agent U. S. Sanitary Commission, 
New Orleans, La. 
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New Oruerans, January 18, 1865. . 
Won. A. McCuttrey, 


Surg and Act Medical Purveyor, 
Dist. Key-West and Tortugas. | 


Dear Sir:—Yours of the 10th instant, 
inclosing requisition came to hand to to-day. 
J will send you by the first transport the 
following stores : 

96 cans condensed milk; 200 cans beef 
stock; 3 barrels crackers; half barrel dried 
fruit; 10 barrels sauerkraut; 100 cotton 
shirts; 25 wool shirts; 100 towels; 50 lbs. 
chocolate; 48 lbs. farina; 40 corn starch ; 
5 barrels of pickles; 12 bottles of lime 
juice; 25 pairs wool drawers ; 25 pairs cot- 
ton drawers ; 50 pairs wool’socks. 

These are all I can send you at present. 
I have no fresh vegetables, and send you 
pickles and sauerkraut instead. I am daily 
expecting a shipment of vegetables from 
Louisville, and will send you a lot another 
time. 

The closing sentence of your letter signi- 
fying that the requisition you forwarded 
was ‘most needed for the refugees of Flo- 
rida,” causes me to remark that the first 
and foremost object of thé Sanitary Com- 
mission is to-provide for our national sol- 
diers when sick and wounded, and also when 
needy and destitute from circumstances be- 
youd their control, and then,only when the 
resources of the Government are inacces- 
sible. And it isa question in my mind 
how far our supplies may be distributed to 
refugees without being considered a diver- 
sion of this charity. 

The poor refugees, especially the women 
and children, are sadly to be pitied, and de- 
serve better treatment at the hands of our 
Government than they now receive, and are 
worthy the charitable consideration of all 
loyal citizens; still, that fact does not de- 
termine what claim they have on the Sani- 
tary Commission. 

As Ihave no specific instruction in regard 
to this subject, | willingly consign to you 
this invoice of stores, trusting to your honor 
and fidelity that they will only be distributed 
to those actually in want 

Your letter, per our Agent, Mr. Chace, 
acknowledging receipt of vegetables, came 
duly to hand. | 

By signing the inclosed receipt, and re- 
turning the same to this office, your will 
oblige, 

Very respectfully your obedient servant, 


Gro. A. BLAKE, 
U.S. Sanitary Commission. 


No. 3. : 
Report of Home for the months of Decem- 


ber and January. 
_ New Organs, February 1, 1865. 
Dr. Gro. A. BLAKE, 

General Agent U. S. Sanitary Commission. 

Sir :—I have the honor to submit the 
following as a statistical report of the work- 
ing of the “ Soldiers’ Home,” for the month 
of December, 1864§ and January, 1865. 

There were admitted into the “ Home” 
during the month of December, 1864, as 
follows: \ 


Duty men, ae : i 607 
Furloughed men, . ‘ : 48 
Discharged men, 126 

Making a total of, 781 
Number of meals furnished dur- . 

ing the month, 14,935 
Number of lodgings, 5,042 


Amount of money deposited in 
the safe during the month was, $4,208 64 


During January, 1865, there were ad- 
mitted : . 


Duty men, . 5 1 yeas “OT 
Furloughed men, . ; sy 5T 
Discharged men, => 178 

Making 6 talon) es 


* 


Showing an excess over the pre- 
ceding month of, . Mie 49 
Number of meals furnished dur- 


ing the month, 12,552 
Number of lodgings, 4,238 
Amount of money deposited in 

the safe was, , . $4,518 65. 


Very respectfully your obedient servant, 


O. S. BuLLARD, 
Superintendent 


No. 4. 


Form of Regulations to secure justice to the 
Government, and relief to the worthy ap- 
plicant. 7 
New ORLEANS, 


OFFICER COMMANDING 
Regiment 


186 


Srr :—Under existing rules, the Pay- 
masters in this Department object to pay on 
final statements of discharged soldiers, when 
not perfectly clear and definite on certain 
important points : 

Ist.‘ (a). If the discharge is ‘ by reason 


. 
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of Surgeon’s certificate of disability,” the 
last word should be followed "by the sen- 
tence, ‘‘ incurred since (or prior tv) enlist- 
ment,” (or re-enlistment). Papers are re- 
jected that are not explicit in this respect. 

(6). If a soldier is discharged ‘for 
wounds,” it should be stated, “ by reason of 
wound received in battle at,” ete., (giving 
place and date). 


2d. (a). Place (town and State) and date 
of enlistment should be given, as well as 
place and date of muster into service. 

(6). If drafted, place and date of draft 
should be given. | 

Travel allowances are reckoned from place 
of discharge to place of enlistment. 

Clothing accounts are settled from date 
of enlistment, unless there has been a sub- 
sequent settlement of clothing. 

(c). A volunteer, discharged to re-enlist 
as a veteran, having so re-enlisted, when 
finally discharged, is entitled to travel al- 
lowances to place of original enlistment. 
Therefore, the place of original enlistment 
and place of re-enlistment should be given. 


3d. Date of last settlement of clothing 
account should follow amount of clothing 
since drawn. : 

If there has been no settlement, the 
words ‘‘ since enlistment” (or re-enlistment) 
should follow amount given. 


4th. If the soldier has received advanced 
bounty, one or more instalments, the actual 
amount should be given, not including 
premium. ° 

If one or more instlments are due, bué 
unpaid, the fact should be so stated. 


5th. The date of final statements must 
be the same as that of the certificate of dis- 
charge. 

The place of discharge must be plainly 
indicated on final statements, to meet the 
question of travel allowances. 

The great inconvenience to which dis- 
charged soldiers have been subjected from 
apparently slight errors in their papers, 
and the saving to Government in all cases 
fully settled on discharged papers, are 
deemed sufficient excuse for this circular. 

Your attention to the above suggestions 
is respectfully solicited. | 

| O. C. BuLiarp, 
Special Relief Agt. U. S. Sanitary Commission. 


Marginal notes must be signed officially. 


QO. C. B. 
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Statistical Report of the Work of Pension 
Department at New Orleans, to January 
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Total amount of arrears of pay, bounty, 
and prize money collected, $5,318 97. 

Total amount of annual pensions allowed, 
$3,500. 

About 160 of the pension claims are 
those of claimants residing at New Orleans. 
In these the Commissioner of Pensions re- 
fuses to give certificates “ until Louisiana 
is once more unmintakeably in the Union.” 


‘‘OLD FATHER SANITARY.” 
New Or.ueans, Feb. 4, 1865. 

Dear \Dr.:—My last report left me 
packing up at Pascagoula. On Sunday 
morning I was notified to be prepared at 
any moment, but after waiting patiently all 
night, I with great difficulty procured a 
wagon on Monday morning, but couldnot 
get my stores on board of steamer until 
near night, when after paying off and send- 
ing away my laborers, I received permission 
to put my stores on board the Warrior, the 
Mate kind/y consented to put them in the 


hold, if delivered to him on the deck. So 


» 
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to work I went, to roll barrels of kraut on 
board with my own hands, but before I had 
got the first barrel on board, I heard a voice 
which said, “ Come boys, here is old Father 
Sanitary in a scrape, let us help him out,” 
and so they did, for in less than fifteen 
minutes they had placed on board 25 bar- 
rels, 25 boxes, and 5 chests. This I assure 
you was very gratifying to me, I felt that 
my labors were appreciated byAhe private 
soldiers, the very men whom I came to 
benefit, and I received it as a personal com- 
pliment, as these very men, if detailed for 
the purpose, would not have worked with 
the same care or spirit as they did volun- 
tarily, not even waiting for me to ask as- 

sistance. uv 
Well, at last, on Tuesday, we left for 
Fort Gaines, arriving there the same night. 
I had my light goods taken to my rooms 
“that same night, or rather near daylight. I 
succeeded in getting my stores all stored, 
distributed two barrels of kraut to each 
regiment on the Island, and made arrange- 
ments to supply those on the main land 
with the same quantity ; took a memoran- 
dum of articles required, and’ here I am. 
Having lost two night’s sleep this week, and 
feeling otherwise the want of rest, I shall 
remain for a few days, feeling assured that 
there can be no forward movements which 
will require my attention, during the time 
I expect to remain here. From all indica- 
tions I anticipate active forward movements, 
and when a move is madé;, it will be an ex- 
tensive and active one, hence for the next 
few months there will be no such thing as 

rest. Respectfully, 

W. R: Mitier, 


Relief Agt. U. 8. Sanitary Commission. 


FROM BATON ROUGE. 
BY HENRY L. BOLTWOOD. 
Baton Roves, La., Jan. 12, 1865. 
DEAR Siz :—Since my rast report I have 
received your shipment per “Starlight,” 
64 packages all in good order. The addi- 
tional supply was very acceptable. A large 
proportion of the potatoes was sent to the 
general haspital, where four-fifths of all the 
sick are at present treated. The regimental 
hospitals are generally given up; wisely, I 
think, for the general hospital is large enough 
to accommodate all who need accommoda- 
tion; and it is impossible to make the sick 
very comfortable in tents during the cold 
and stormy weather now common. Besides, 
the cavalry which makes up the large por- 


and request me to come often. 
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tion of the force here, is liable to frequent 
and sudden moves, when the sick are very 
likely to suffer. 

- In issuing the vegetables I made liberal 
issues, so far as my supply went, thinking 
that a supply large enough to be felt would 
be better appreciated when received, even if 
all did not receive at the present issue. The 
kraut was particularly acceptable to the 
cavalry regiments, which are very largely 
made up of Germans. Most of the hospital 
supplies were sent to the general hospital. 
The pest house, were there are twelvesoldiers 
and fifty citizens sick with the small-pox, 
also received a supply of shirts and drawers 
enough for all the soldier patients, besides 
milk and other articles of diet. 


PAROLED PRISONERS. . 


Twenty-one paroled prisoners, who came 
in from Cahawba, Alabama, were supplied 
with shirts, drawers, combs, and towels, all 
of which they greatly needed. They were 
generally in good health, and though they 
had been thoroughly pillaged at their first 
capture, they had been tolerably well treated. 
Their supply of food was much better than 
their facilities for cooking it. 


IN HOSPITAL. 


I spend a considerable portion of each 
day in the hospital, endeavoring to see each 
of the 800 patients three times a week. I 
have supplied every man with tobacco, 
needles, thread, combs, buttons, paper, and 
envelopes ; besides distributing 100 pipes, 
60 handkerchiefs, and 40 housewives. If 
have supplied the hospitals with tobacco for 
the last month, issuing nearly 100 pounds - 
in all. None of the men have been paid 
since May last, and they are entirely desti- 
tute of money. 


HOUSEWIVES FROM NEW YORK. 


The housewives which came in the bar- 
rel sent to my address from New York, 
were very neatly gotten up and. well sup- 
plied with sewing materials, combs, hand- — 
kerchiefs, and last but not least, letters, 
which are very highly prized. I have dis- 
tributed considerable milk in the wards, 
particularly in the ward appropriated to the 
wounded. I have given them enough for 
their tea and coffee every day, and have also 
carried them several bottles of catsup which 
they all pronounce “bully.” I have spent 
several hours in reading aloud to the men 
in this ward, who were very much pleased 
I have also 
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been called upon several times to officiate 
as chaplain at the funeral of deceased sol- 
diers. I find no difficulty in occupying my 
time fully, and so far as [ can judge profit- 
ably. | 
SUIPLIES GO TO THE MEN. 


I am sure that the supplies distributed 
here have relieved men who were really 
needy and suffering, and I am also sure 
that they went to those for whom they were 
‘designed. Knowing the prevalence of the 
notion that the soldiers do not receive the 
articles sent them, I have taken great pains 
to distribute personally all that I consist- 
ently could, and also to make the recipients 
understand where the articles came from. 
The Commission seldom gets any credit for 
articles distributed through the regimental 
commissary, or added to the regular hospi- 
tal diet. Men may be fed and clothed for 
weeks by the contributions of the Commis- 
sion without knowing it. | 

Considering the exposure and heavy duty 
to which the cavalry has been subjected of 
late, the health is good. The-men complain 
that the government rations are not enough 
to satisfy their hunger, and I am inclined to 
think that as they are generally cooked, 
they are not quite large enough. 


FROM MORGANZIA, LA. 
January 25, 1865. 
Dr. G. A. BLAKE. 

DEAR Sir :—I arrived at Morganzia on 
Friday last, having been nearly three days 
on the way. I find the troops at this post 
in a very healthy condition. Only five per 
cent. are reported unfit for duty, and there 
are very few serious cases. One regiment 
doing garrison duty in the fort, and living 
in log barracks is by far the sickliest of any 
inthecommand. As it has previously been 
healthy, | think the cause must be sought 
in the close barracks, too small to give suffi- 
cient air, and also situated in low, damp 
ground. The post bakery, recently put in 
operation, supplies the command with good 
fresh bread daily. The supplies really 
needed are not large in quantity or of great 
variety. Milk, corn starch, hospital shirts 
and drawers, bedding, rags and bandages, 
are the principal articles called for. The 
pickles and kraut are always acceptable. 
The weather is very cool, and I find tent 
life by no means luxurious. I am having 
a small cabin built, to serve as store house 
and lodging-room. The lumber and the 


Soe 
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workmen are furnished me without any ex- 
pense to the Commission. Every one here 
seems to recognize the U. S. Sanitary as an 
indispensable institution. 


FROM SOUTH CAROLINA. 
BY M. M. MARSH, M.D. 
; Braurort, S. C., Feb. 14. 

To render intelligible the issues appended, 
a very brief epitome of the work for the last 
two months is essential. For the last year 
we have extended very little aid to estab- 
lished hospitals, leaving them to depend 
almost entirely upon their own resources ; 
which, if properly managed, are abundantly 
sufficient for the maintenance and comfort 
of patients. 

During the month of November our issues 
were principally to escaped prisoners. With 
the necessities of this unfortunate class you 
are, in a general way, acquainted; but to 
appreciate the extent, the eye must behold 
them, and a picture will be impressed that 
memory will ever retain. Had the Com- 
mission never done more than what it has 
accomplished for prisoners, confined and es- 
caped, this alone would justify all its ex- 
penditures, from its inception to the present. 


POCOTALIGO. 


During the last days of November an ex- 
pedition was organized to operate against 
the enemy in the neighborhood of Pocotal- 
igo. With its general results you~are fa- 
miliar, but why so exhaustive of Commis- 
sion supplies, requires explanation. First 
it was supposed that the object of the ex- 
pedition would be accomplished almost im- 
mediately, and preparation for five days 
only was made by the military authorities. 
As usual, a steamer was assigned the Com- 
mission by General Foster, and more from 
habit than expectation of a prolonged cam- 
p2ign (which continues until the present), 
preparations were made for any possible 
contingency. And another cause for our 
disproportional issues, was the fact that 
during the succeeding months, December 
and January, the thermometer has presented 
a lower average temperature than has been 
for years, if ever, known in this section of 
country. 

Unfurnished for many days with any ad- 
ditional supplies, the troops must have suf- 
fered terribly had not the Commission had 
clothing, blankets, &c., in abundance on the 
field. In the article of food, as well as 
clothing, the supplies of the Commission 


1068 


were available; for from the 50th Novem- 
ber, on which the battle of Honey Hill oc- 
curred, to the 6th December, in the P.M., 
not a ration was draw for a sick or wounded 
man. ‘This is not said to censure, but to 
show the propriety, when -practicable, of 
extensive preparation. 

I would also call attention to the folly of 
a remark lately noticed in one of your city 
journals, viz., that the aid of the Sanitary 
Commission is no longer necessary to the 
army, in consequence of better preparation 
for troops than in the early part. of the war. 
And further, that expeditions are conducted 
so secretly that the Commission cannot be 
on the ground in time to render any essen- 
tial aid. 

Did such futile objections demand a reply: 
it can be found in the importance which 
the General commanding attaches to the aid 
of the Commission, by always giving timely 
notice for preparation, and allowing a 
steamer for the use of the Commission from 
the very limited transportation of the de- 
partment. | 
_ About the 20th December an additional 
and heavy draft was made upon the resour- 
ces of the Commission. The army of Gen- 
eral Sherman had arrived at Savannah, but 
found inadequate preparation for its recep- 
tion. Hundreds of valuable horses and 
mules were slaughtered for the want of 
forage. At one time 1,000 men were put 
upon one-half rations. Nor were they more 
fortunate in medical than commissary sup- 
plies. About this time Dr. Moore, Medical 
Director for the whole army, writing from 
Savannah, requested supplies, and urged 
that a branch of the Commission be estab- 
lished among them. His request was com- 
plied with, and the store has been supplied 
from the,central depot at Beaufort. 


SAVANNAH. 


Savannah has now between three and 
four thousand sick and wounded, left be- 
hind by this onward conquering army. Be- 
tween one and two thousand are in hospital 
in Beaufort, anda very large number have 
been sent North. Two entire steamers’ 
cargo of vegetables have been issued to the 
15th and 17th corps of this army ; thus con- 
tributing to the 17th corps alone (one of 
its major generals affirmed), an efficienc 
greater than the addition of 5,000 recruits, 
-and, of course, a corresponding saving of 
the industry, the equipment, and the main- 
tenance of alike number of men. When 
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this army resumed its onward movement, 
the Commission furnished its hospital wag- 
ons with such supplies, in clothing, blankets 
and subsistence, as its division surgeons, 
with their limited transportation, required. 
These particulars are mentioned to show 
the necessity for the large issues appended. 
And permit me to state, that when this 
army again approaches the coast, similar 
issues must be repeated. Rushing as it 
does from point to point, there is an im- 
mense waste of material, and whenever it 
emerges to the coast, government is but half 
prepared to supply its most pressing neces- 
sities. Its stay is too brief to accumulate 
stores, and hence the necessity that the 
Commission meet them with an open hand. 
They look to it as to a brother; it must not 
disappoint their expectations. Permit me 
to add, that in my intercourse with the 
army I have not met a larger percentage of 
resolute, gentlemanly men, determined to 
do their whole duty to the country and its 
enemies. | 


Approximate list of issues for December and January. 








Woolen socks, pairs ...4382|Sherry, btls........... 106 
Woolen shirts......... 5065|Med. Stimulants, btls.. 8 
Woolen drawers, pairs. 5111|Broma, lbs............ 633 
ON GLCOBEE:s sais te 'sie ea oie - 995| Whiskey, btls....:..... 468 
Cushionsk,,.5s se ccs sric 673|Calisaya bark, btls.... 12 
Cotton drawers, pairs.. §|Extract Ginger, btls.... 742 
Cotton shirts....e.--s- 6518|/Cheese, 1bs..2....... 056 220 
Hats:and Caps. csr sles 498) Peal Bis vane sip cwieie eins 160 
SLIPPENSs’. occ ce eiaele ieee 325| Brandy, DUS) as coeee sh Zo 
Handkerchiefs......... 1817| Beef, corned, bbl...... 1 
PITLOWiS wis raypiesc stale ersisielote 693 Ham's, ODL Sess «tree ater 1 
QUIS S siovets mreleie wees ree 163) Sell yy lS: vanapenictlemieie 112 
Pillow. Gases... .sctmine 1852| Pickles, kegs.......... 60 
Sheets, pairs........2. 279 Pickles, bbls... c.e% se 50 
Undershirts... 2% sie siews 200) Kraut, Db1s..5¢% eesiee uly 42 
Blankets. . crc slememsiays 4093) Farina, lbs....... “diene loin 
Pants, pairs.......- -+- 931/Corn Starch, lbs....... 1000 
Shoes, pairs........-- 1020] Blackberry Brandy, btls 27 
Blouses ...... Heine aoe '1019) Quinine, oz..... PO. ae 8 
Bed Sackeree asics eset 828) Alcohol: ‘ealsiiie a. cere 3): 
Pillow Ticks: sitecws 955|Maizena, 1bs.....2..2: 1563 
Flannel bandages...... 209|Canned Mutton, Ibs.... 2112 
Chocolate, lbs ........ “e 3924,Canned Soup, lbs...... 1580 
TOW GIR. te sien’ eee. L865! Peach butter, lbs...... - 840. 
COMPS. ole c aneielelnd eater 3156| Dried Apples, bbls..... 16% 
Sponge, 1 Deis). sree 4 ere 3.44 | Ale, DBS... <.o5 se dsees 8 
Lint 2 bbls., boxes..... 6 |Spoonsig.«paievideweaeh ds 200) 
Bandages, bbls.... ... 8|Knives and Forks..... 122 
WHEAPPOrs', Fi <i. wines Sie 12) Urinals... ss se. 0. Srete a 3 
COWS © sions sis ldmmimaitee 153|Bay Rum, -btls..0 ste. — 48 
MAT; LOSE as crete Seren oe 4670| Blackberry syrup, gals. 20 
Coffed: 1 bS.<:., $s esl sbea 1356|Crutches, pairs........ 37 
Extract Beef, lbs....... 9133|Dried Fruit, bbl....... 1 
Old pieces, bbls........ 3214|Gelatine, cases......... 2 
Mittens, pairs.......... 880| Tomatoes, lbs......... 15926 
Dried Apples, bbls..... 304¢|Smoking Tobacco 443 
Potatoes, bbls......... 98944| doz. 40z. papers. 

ADTLOT Sie DLSslaste a'eisvatesate 721|Chewing Tobacco, 879 
Crackers, bbls......... 201) doz. 2 0z. papers 

Siiotie DDS tenes apiece ehys 314| Writing Paper, reams.. 110 
Wash Baslisis . vce 5.04.0 60| Envelopes.........ee00- 52800 
HIMLOMDS seks seladew eee 181|\Ink, Pens, and Pencils, qty. 
Domestic Wine, btls.... 60 


SANITARY COMMISSION AT SAVANNAH. 
BY REV. A. D. MORTON, CHAPLAIN. 


As an independent observer and friend 
of humanity I take pleasure in saying a few 
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words about the operations of the Commis- 
sion in this place. It has scarcely, in the 
history of the world, fallen to the lot of an 
army or city to be placed in the peculiar 
condition in which Sherman’s army and 
this city were placed by Federal occupation. 
It is not my object to speak of the city, 
only to say, it is greatly crest-fallen, and 
~ looks in all respects sad and seedy enough 
to be sure. Of our noble army, 1 may say 
a word. It had just performed a wonder- 
ful march of over three hundred miles 
through an enemy’s country. It was 
necessarily destitute of the ordinary army 
supplies, many were sick, without clothing, 
and being at a point so far from the base of 
supplies, was in great want. It was just at 
this point and nick of time the Sanitary 
Commission was on hand, and ready with 
its bountiful stores of material comfort and 
aid to dispense to those who so greatly 
needed and richly deserved it. 

When the hospitals were fairly established 
they contained about 38,000 patients, and 
were in want of everything that is peculiarly 
sanitary. The Commission opened its store 
in one of the finest-rooms in the city. It 
has dispensed so far about 200 barrels of 
wegetables, including 50 barrels of dried 
apples, 50 barrels of crackers, 25 barrels of 
pickles and kraut, 100 barrels of potatoes 
and onions. Alsoa large amount of dried 
berries. In clothing about 1,500 shirts, 
1,500 pairs drawers, with pants, blouses, 
overcoats, blankets, and all kinds of sanitary 
and hospital stores. A great quantity, I 
don’t know how much, so much, however, 
that one of the surgeons emphatically said, 
the Sanitary Commission is feeding and 
clothing the hospitals in Savannah: 

It is doing also a dear work in clothing, 
in many instances even from top to toe, es- 
caped prisonérs coming in daily, singly and 
in squads, from two to a dozen. 

These dear fellows, hungry and naked, 
so long held in barbarous confinement, are 
clothed and sent on their way rejoicing. 
Whose heart does not leap light at the 
very thought of such a work as this? 

Of the business of the concern under the 
management of Rev. J. C. Hoblit, agent, 
mingled emotions of justice and pleasure re- 
quire me to say it is admirable indeed. I 
have seen the operations of the Commission 
from Nashville to Atlanta, and while they 
have done well, he has done better. No- 
where did the stores present so magnificent 
an array, and nowhere did the business\seem 
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to be managed with such liberality and ac- 
curacy. A receipt is taken for all articles 
dispensed, and regular accounts kept; so 
the people at home can see the disposition 
made of their contributions. In conclusion 
the Sanitary Commission is one of the gréat- 
est benevolences of the age, and when the 
war is closed the extent of its operations 
will astonish the world. Give,—people,— 
give. The soldiers will bless you, and if 
you desire it, you can see the figures. 


FROM ANNAPOLIS. 
BY C. F. HOWES. 


ANNAPOLIS, February 11, 1865. 
I have the honor to submit the following 
as my report: : 
OFFICE. 


The amount of work done in the office 
the past two weeks has been unusually 
large. The greater portion of our care and 
attentions having been given to those men 
who were on their way to join their regi- 
ments. Transportation to and from the 
army has been through this city, and our 
office being just opposite the depot, its flag 
is always sure to remind some poor desti- 
tute soldier of the very articles he is in 
‘‘so much need of.’ Regiments, detach- 
ments and squads of men have been con- 
stantly passing through, and I am not mis- 
taken when I say that more than two- 
thirds of the number have lookedin upon us, 
obtained a few necessary articles of comfort, 
asking many questions, wishing directfuns, 
some hurriedly exclaiming, “ Will you be 
kind enough to write a letter for me to my 
mother, and tell her I am well and on my 
way to join General Grant’s army.” We 
have been considerably embarrassed at times 
to make proper provisions to feed these 
hungry men. As Government transporta- 
tion through this city to the army will pro- 
bably cease with the opening of the Potomac 
river, and breaking up of the ice in the 
harbor of Baltimore. I did not deem it 
advisable to tax the Commission with the 
expense of fitting up a building suitable for 
a‘ Lodge.” Captain Davis, commanding 
at College Green Barracks, has very kindly 
provided for these men, and no person, to 
my knowledge, has suffered from cold or 
hunger. ; 

City Point boats usually arrive at 8 A.M., 
and leave the wharf to return about the 
same time p.m. With a portable stove we 
could make coffee in our own yard, and give 
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to the men, which would add to their com- 
fort, and cheer them up while waiting at 
the depot or wharf to move on their journey. 
One thousand prisoners from Richmond 
arrived last Tuesday. Although very poorly 
clothed, the health of these men were much 
better than the previous arrivals. Only 
about one hundred were sent to hospitals. 
The towels, combs, needles, thread, WXc., 
sent from your office, reached us in season 
to supply each man. In hospitals I have 
placed many of these articles in the hands 
of nurses for distribution, as the men re- 
quire them. I do not think it necessary 
for men in hospitals to. be supplied with 
each of these articles, for instance, one 
towel will serve the purpose of several men, 
the ward should be well supplied, but when 
the soldier leaves his bed to join his regi- 
ment, each of these articles should be found 
in his knapsack. At College Green Barracks 
we supply each man as he marches up to the 
cook-house to obtain his dinner. This method 
of issuing prevents confusion, and no one is 
neglected. As soon as the men are com- 
fortably provided for, many of them set im- 
mediately at work to do something for the 
comfort of their suffering comrades left be- 
hind. <A box of provisions is made up to 
send them. I have furnished some articles 
of clothing, such as shirts, drawers, socks, 
towels, handkerchiefs, &c., and I have had 
the assurance that these goods have reached 
the destitute soldier in Southern prisons. 
Another boat with prisoners is soon ex- 
pected. IJ*rom good authority I can say 
that three to four thousand men will arrive 
each week, up to the closing of the ex- 
change. I shall then find it necessary to 
call largely upon you for towels, handker- 
chiefs, combs, needles, thread, pencils and 
other articles for immediate distribution. 


KE. ©. GUILD. 
\ @ Awnnapouis, Med. 11, 1865. 


I have the honor herewith to submit my 
report for the week ending this day. 

On Sunday, Feb. 5th, [had the pleasure of 
holding service at College Green Barracks, 
in connection with Rev. J. M. Clark, Agent 
U. 8. Christian Commission. We had an 
audience of about seventy-five or eighty 
men, mostly from western regiments on 
their way to the front. It was an occasion 
of great interest to me. The immediate 
prospect of danger which was before the 
men,—the manliness and earnestness of 
their bearing,—the silence and interest with 
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which they listened to us, gave us a deep 
sense of sympathy with them, and we felt 
blessed by the privilege of speaking to them 
the glad tidings of the Gospel of Christ. It 
was also a great pleasure to me as the repre- 
sentative of your Commission, to stand side 
by side with the delegate of the Christian 
Commission, and unite with him in the 
noble work in which he is engaged. And 
I cannot refrain from bearing my testimony 
to the energy and single-heartedness of the 
Agent of the Christian Commission, with 
whom I have been thrown in this place, 
and to the great and manifest good which 
results from their efforts among the soldiers. 


AN INFANT CHRISTENED. 


After service we had the pleasure of at- 
tending the christening of an infant at the 
‘‘ Home,” a somewhat unusual incident in 
the proceedings of the Sanitary Commis- 
sion. T'was not born under the red and 
white flag of the Commission, yet the in- 
fant having been brought when but a few 
days’ old to the “Home,” seemed to be 
under our peculiar charge. The. mother, 
the wife of a soldier, now at the front, 
grateful for many favors received, desired 
the child to be called by the name of our 
kind-hearted and gentlemanlike Surgeon, 
in charge of U. 8. A. General Hospital, Di- 
vision No.1. In accordance with her wishes 
the service was performed by Rev. J. P. 
Hammond, Chaplain of U. 8. A. General 
Hospital, No. 2, a clergyman of the Hpis- 
copal Church, and our good friend and 
faithful co-worker, Mrs. Gridley, of the— 
Michigan State Agency, stood as god-, 
mother, and our energetic and popular su- 
perintendent, Major C. I’. Howe, stood as 
godfather. 

The little man so introduced into the» 
scenes of life, will be surely bound to be 
loyal to his country, loyal to his church, 
and loyal to the Sanitary Commission. 

On Monday my time was mostly spent 
in attending, so far as we were able, to the 
wants of those who came in by boat from 
City Point,—-especially of ladies on their 
sad journey home with the bodies of dear 
friends whom they have lost. Several in- 
stances of this sort have occurred during 
the week, and it gives us pleasure to be able 
to be of service by advice and assistance to 
the friends of those who have given their 
lives in their country’s cause. We feel 
that we can in no way better carry out the 
designs of those who contribute to the 
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support of the Sanitary Commission than by 
offering all the assistance in our power to 
the noble-hearted women of the land, who 
have made such costly sacrifices, in giving 
a husband, a brother, or a son, to redeem a 
nation’s honor, and preserve the nation’s 
life. While we endeavor to dissuade those 
whose friends have died here, from remov- 
ing their bodies, yet when their own means 
are sufficient and their feeling strong in the 
nation, we are glad to give them our help. 
Although as a matter of personal opinion, 
we may believe that it is more fitting that 
the body.of the soldier should lie in the 
place where death found him in-the dis- 
charge of his duty—among those with whom 
he has fought and suffered, yet in deference 
to the wishes of those most deeply inter- 
ested, we are ready to afford them every fa- 
cility in what they feel to be their duty. 


ARRIVAL OF PRISONERS. 


On Tuesday our hearts were made glad 
by the arrival of the paroled prisoners from 
Richmond, whom we have been anxiously 
expecting for some two weeks. They 
reached the wharf early in the morning in 
the midst of a severe snow-storm. Of the 
whole number—1170—only about 150 or 
200 were hospital cases, and these were re- 
ceived at St. John’s College Hospital. A 
large portion of these were placed in a new 
ward, now occupied for the first time, large, 
well ventilated, with a wide space between 
the rows of beds, and ample room between 
the beds; a most cheerful, comfortable 
place, the very look of which is health- 
giving. The larger portion of the men, 
however, though weak and much reduced, 
were able to find their way to College Green 
Barracks. Here in consequence of the se- 


verity of the storm, the issue of clothing - 


was postponed, as these men were not so 
utterly destitute as those who have hitherto 
arrived here from Andersonville. They 
were warmed and fed, and made as com- 
fortable as possible, however, by Captain 
Davis, the faithful friend of the prisoner. 
On Wednesday, the weather being more 
favorable, the Government issue of clothing 
was carried on as heretofore, and [ had the 
pleasure, with the assistance of Mr. Miller, 
our Agent at Camp Parole, of issuing from 
the stores of the Commission, needles and 
thread, and a towel to every man. They 
were most thankfully received, and the 
general spirit of gratitude, friendliness and 
good will manifested by the men was de- 
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lightful to witness. At the invitation of 
Captain Davis, we took our dinner at the 
cook-house, receiving the same amount and 
quality issued to the men, and no one could 
ask for better fare or an ampler supply. 
Vine, rich, well-flavored soup, full.of meat 
and vegetables and rice, fresh white bread 
in generous quality. 

During the latter part of the week my 
time has been ‘occupied in going about 
among the newly arrived men—taking lists 
of the men of certain States, also lists of 
the deaths which have occurred in prison 
for publication, and seeking information in 
regard to persons about whom we have re- 
ceived letters of inquiry within the last few 
weeks. Until nowit has been impossible to do 
much in the way of obtaining the necessary 
information to enable us to reply to these let- , 
ters, as the men paroled from Andersonville 
have almost all been scattered by this time 
to their. homes or to their regiments. And 
even now my success is not very great, as the 
men about whom we have received inquiries 
of late are mostly known to have been con- 
fined at Andersonville, so that those who 
have now arrived, coming from a different 
part of the Confederacy, are not able to 
tell us much about them. The promise of 
a general exchange, however, gives us the 
welcome prospect of speedily being able to 
satisfy all inquiring friends. 


BY MISSES CAREY AND PHILLIPS. 
Camp Parouw Hospitan, Feb. 10, 1865. 


As our little community has been in a 
kind of transition state for several days past, 
it is difficult to furnish a report which will 
be clearly understood by those not acquainted 
with the circumstances. Karly in the week 
much excitement was created in the different 
wards by an order for a general transfer to 
Philadelphia of all the exchanged men 
able to bear the journey. Many of them 
were just recovering from fevers, others had 
suffered much from long confinement with 
severe wounds, and needed warm clothing ; 
and as there was not time for those who 
had not previously provided for the emerg- 
ency to draw from Government, in the 
regular way, the Sanitary Commission 
came to the rescue, and furnished many 
articles of comfort for the journey. Those 
few who were unable to walk, were taken 
on beds or stretchers to the station, accom- 
panied by ward masters or nurses; and all 


under the escort of kind assistant surgeons, 


left in the early train on Wednesday morn- 
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ing. They seemed happy, many of them in 
the prospect of being speedily sent to the 
hospitals of their respective states; some 
appeared gratified with the idea of any 
change after weary months of confinement, 
while others remarked that they had been 
well cared for here, and had no cause to 
desire a change. But to those of us to whom 
they had been objects of interest and sympa- 
thy, for weeks or months past, it seemed 
like parting with old friends, and for a short 
time some of the wards seemed almost de- 
serted. 

Meanwhile tevers and other acute dis- 
eases continue to prevail; new cases occur- 
ring or being brought in from the camp 
almost daily ; and several of the ward mas- 
ters and other attendants are or have been 
seriously ill. A few others have been brought 
near the grave, but none of the fever cases 
have as yet proved fatal. The only death 
during the week, was that of an interesting 
New England boy, who died of diptheria, 
after a brief illness. 

The new arrangements, to some of which 
reference has been made, it is understood 
are preparatory to making provision for 
some of the newly arrived prisoners from 
Georgia. 


HOSPITAL CASES. 


Affairs ‘at this section are still in a fluc- 
tuating state. Convalescents are being re- 
turned to camp, confirmed invalids “dis: 
charged or transferred to the hospitals of 
their respective States, others are returning 
daily from visits home; and several new 
cases of severe illness have been brought 
in. Among these are a few of the late ar- 
rivals from Libby prison. Although very 
roughly treated, they seem to have fared 
much better than those from Georgia, and 
represent the rebels as being themselves re- 
duced to such straits, that they could scarce- 
ly have been expected to have done more 
for them. Yet many were frozen to death, 
for want of clothing and fuel. 

New cases of fey er gud pneumonia are 
found almost daily in all the wards. Of 
the last named, an interesting young man 
died after a brief illness. The parents were 
promptly notified, but arrived only in time 
to take home the precious remains. Two 
others, who lingered long’ with chronic dis- 
eases, have slept their last sleep. One died 
of a wound received in May last, after weary 
months of untold suffering. We trust he 
has at last found rest in Him who will not 
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break the bruised reed, and has gone where 
the wicked cease from troubling. The 
other case was one of the Georgia prisoners. 
He was much prostrated at first, but had 
so far recovered that he had made his ar- 
rangements to visit home, when the disease 
returned with renewed violence, and again 
he took his bed. His wife and only brother 
were summoned from their New England 
home ; and after their coming he once more 
seemed to rally, but for a few days only. 
Death came suddenly but found him pre- 
pared. Through his languishing sickness, 
and repeated disappointments he was sus- 
tained by the precious hopes of the gospel. 
His oft expressed desire to visit his home 
once again, yielded to the divine will with- 
out amurmur. Speaking on this subject a 
few days before his death, he adds, ‘‘ But 
I am satisfied to live or die just as God 
pleases. It is only a few months since I 
began to know and trust him. My suffer- 
ings in prison brought me to reflection. We 
had such good prayer meetings then, until 
the rebels broke them up.” In a letter to 
his wife, after his release from prison, he 
says, ‘ Tell my mother that her prayers are 
answered. The prodigal has returned, and 
finds bread enough and to spare in his 
Father’s house. (We give the ideas, the 
precise words are not remembered.) As 
the end drew nigh, he exhorted all about 
him to commence at once to live for God, 

and meet him in heaven. 


TEMPERANCE IN THE ARMY. 
BY G. A. MILLER. 


There is quite an interest in the temper- 
ance movement in camp, and the develop- . 
ments have convinced me that the statement 
is not correct that among officers drinking 
is universal. There are officers who have 
the moral courage to resist the mighty 
pressure that is brought to bear on them in 
that direction, and have maintained their 
manhood unsullied. 

How inconsistent men are in their effort 
to be consistent! A captain in a New | 
England regiment told me that he came into 
the army a rigid temperance man; but in 
the fatigue of long marches he learned to © 
take alittle stimulant. Presently, shorter 
marches required it, until at length no 
march at all demanded it. Says he, “T do 
not expect to become a drunkard, I know 
I shall not; and yet I should not be willing 
that a sister of mine should marry a man 
who drinks as much as I do.” 
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; SANATARIA. 

The establishment of permanent institu- 
tions for the care and employment of dis- 
abled soldiers when the war shall have 
ended, is already beginning to agitate the 
public mind; for that there will be thousands 
of maimed and crippled veterans thrown 
upon the country, whose capacity for use- 
fulness will be impaired in proportion to 
the nature and extent of the injuries re- 
ceived in battle, is already a settled fact 
that no one will attempt to gainsay. 


What is our duty towards them? They 
cannot go into the marts of trade as they 
have been wont to do and compete with or- 
dinary labor. Thousands of strong right 
arms are now mingled with the soil of re- 
bellious states, and will never again add a 
single mite to the productive industry of 
the country ; and yet strong hearts of true 
men beat beneath the disabled bodies, and 
are just as fresh with domestic affec- 


tion, and just as warm with social attach-. 


ments, as before the sacrifice was made ; and 
the loyal people, seeing this, are more earn- 
est‘than ever to provide permanent homes, 
and honest employment, and heartfelt, in- 
vigorating associations for those who have 
defended us against treason. 

The dmpulses of the nation are all right 
in this direction. The people and the re- 
presentatives of the people in legislatures,— 
local and general,—are moving to do what 
-seemeth best for the soldier, when he shall 
return among us to enjoy a peace that he 
shall have aided to secure, by conquering 
and subduing the causes of war. 

The U. 8. Sanitary Commission having 
represented the people in the care of the 
soldier in the field, having watched and de- 
fended him in transitu from the field to his 
home, and from his home to the field again ; 
having acted as his agent to collect his 
bounty, prize money, and other claims, with- 
out cost or hindrance ; having regarded the 
interests of his family, in procuring inform- 
ation that they could not procure, and in 
adjusting claims with the government for 
Vou. I. No. 34 68 


pensions, &c., have been for more than a 
year employing themselves with prepara- 
tions for, establishing Sanitaria for his fu- 
ture protection and comfort, and they ask the 
people to regard this interest with peculiar 
favor. 

Let us learn wisdom for the future 
by the experiences of the past. The mul 
tiplication of diverse interests is always a 
calamity in any great effort for the common 
good ; and the multiplication of instrumen- 
talities, all tending in one direction and 
concentrating in one channel, for the great- 
est good to the greatest number, is alike the 
cheapest and most efficient method of doing 
good. Had the local societies and rival insti- 
tutions which have grown up in the country 
since the war began, concentrated their en- 
ergies and united their gifts, upon the broad 
catholic principle of a universal brother- 
hood, such a record would have been made 
before the world, as has never been con- 
ceived. That record however cannot be 
made. It will never be known how much 
has been done during the past four years 
for our army and navy by the hearty, and 
yet discursive and unsystematized beneyo- 
lence of the people. 


_ It will never be known how much of labor, 
treasure, and time have been wasted by 
these rival methods, but that money has 
been thrown away, supplies squandered, 
time misemployed, and lives lost there can- 
not be a doubt. 

That we should profit by the instructive 
experience of the past four, years is plainly 
a duty now. Let the earnest benevolence 
of the people seek the wisest and cheapest 
means for the employment of their funds 
in the establishment of Sanataria ; and it is 
not without the confidence inspired by the 
assurance of truth, that we declare the U. 
S. Sanitary Commission to be the most reli- 
able instrumentality for this purpose within 
reach of the people. 

From the commencement of the war the 
subject of sanitary science has been a part 
of the great idea of the Commissi@éh, and 
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certain members of it who have made it 
their special study for years, could not avoid 
using the opportunities furnished by the 
war, for increasing their knowledge and pro- 
So that the Sanitary 
Commission stands to-day before the people 
of this country as the chief centre of intelli- 
gence, and the chief bureau of information, on 


moting the cause. 


the subject of locating, furnishing, and con- 


ducting Sanataria. 

The experience of the Commission in its 
temporary homes, lodges, and rests, of which 
there are about thirty already in existence, 
and at which some four thousand soldiers 
are fed and lodged every day, as they pass 
to and from the field, is an experience rich 
in incidents of unusual interest, rich in the 
teachings of detail, as in the classification 
and tabulation of facts, by which the Com- 
mission is more thoroughly conversant with 
the wants and habits of disabled men, and 
with the means of supplying them, than any 
other organization in the land. 

We ask the people therefore, who desire 
to labor in this behalf to do so through 
the Sanitary Commission, and to do so earn- 
estly and systematically. Let the funds that 
are collected for this purpose, be contributed 
to the treasury of the Commission, that the 
plans that have been developed, and are 


now being matured, as 4 result of years of . 


thought and careful investigation, may be 
vitalized by the hearty sympathy and con- 
currence of a generous public, whose record 
hitherto, in the matter of beneyolent deeds, 
is more illustrious than was ever known in 
any other nation or age of the world. 


A “COMFORT BAG’ IN THE ARMY. 


The writer very well remembers packing 
with a great variety of articles, last sum- 
mer, a certain ‘Comfort Bag,” containing 
needles, thread, blackberries, and a letter 
from the giver—one of our patriotic little 
girls—requesting a reply from the soldier 
who might receive it. Sure enough, here 
it is! and we have it published, as it so 
plainly proves that our offerings to the sol- 
diers, through the Sanitary Commission, 
reac® their intended destination. 
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Camp 61st Rec. Mass. VOLUNTEERS, 

Derencys Ciry Point, Va., Fed. 2, 1865. 
‘Dear M. :—I was so fortunate as to re- 
ceive from the Sanitary Commission, yes- 
terday, one of those little bags you made 
last May. The little letter dates June 1, 
1864. Iwill now reply, as you wish to 

hear from the one who might receive it. 

It was so long ago, perhaps you may have 
forgotten its contents. % 

Those dried blackberries were excellent ; 
we stewed them last evening and they were 
nice, and you know that soldiers do not 
often get luxuries. 

The needles we often have occasion to 
use, and as often will think of the patriotic 
little girl at Glen’s Falls. 

Now you would, perhaps, like to know 
something of the soldiar who received your 
little gift: I have been a soldier almost 
even since the war began. I went out with 
the Ist Mass. Regiment, three years ago 
last May. Ihave been in many battles and 
skirmishes, and was slightly wounded at 
Chancelorsville the 3d of May, 1863, and 
again at Spotsylvania, on the 10th of May, 
1864. I was a prisoner in Richmond dur- 
ing July and August, 1862. I remained 
at home six months after our regiment was 
discharged, and then enlisted again im the 
61st Mass. Regiment, and I am now with 
the regiment at City Point, Va. So you 
can see I have some experience of a sol- 
dier’s life; it is not all sunshine, to be sure, 
but for one who loves the noble cause we 
are engaged in, the hardships can some- 
times be borne with pleasure. Our friends 
at home can never know how much their 
kind regard for the soldiers has done to sus- - 
tain us on the long, weary marches, through 
the storms and heat and dust. How often, 
when nearly sinking to the ground from 
fatigue, the thought of those at home has 
rallied us to make another effort. That yours 
may be a long and happy life, is the wish 
0 

Your soldier friend, 


-JAMES T. Hicarns, 
Co. G, 61st Mass. Vol’s., 
City Point, Va. 


. SOLDIER’S SCRAP BOOKS. 


Loyal love ever seeks its expression in 
action, and to those whose every effort has 
been given to one object for the past four 
years, it may be acceptable to find some 
new vent for their energy, some new mode 
of satisfying their constant desire to be at 
work for those who are so bravely and faith- 
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fully at work for ain To such we would 
recommend the making of “Soldier’s Scrap 
Books.” 

Many of you will say, “This is nothing 
new, we have been doing so for a long 
time.” Very probably, and I am ‘most 
happy to know that you have done so; but 
I find in conversing with persons generally, 
that it is a new idea to them, and therefore 
_T have taken this method of circulating it. 
Most persons in looking over old papers, 


or arranging closets or drawers, will find | 


many newspaper scraps, both of prose and 
verse, of much interest, which will be ex- 
actly adapted to the purpose. 
a blank book or any old copy book, and 


paste these pieces into them, covering the | 


page entirely; it is surprising, by this 
means, what an amount of reading matter 
one copy book may be made to contain. 
The pictures taken from our illustrated 
papers and magazines are valuable also to 
enliven the book, and it is well.to vary the 
pages in this manner. 

Keep this idea in your mind as you read 
the daily papers, and extract constantly 
_ whatever you think will be useful or enter- 
taining. In this way you will be steadily 
accumulating a stock, which you can arrange 
in your book at your leisure. This work 
has been found particularly suited to inva- 
lids, and we would recommend it to those 
desirous to aid the soldiers, and yet with 
strength for very little exertion. 
aged persons also have found much pleas- 
ure in selecting pieces and forming books 
in this manner. - We know of one old gen- 
tleman, who, having lately lost a tenderly 
loved daughter, has been induced to occupy 
his mind in this way, and has found (as 
those ever will, who turn from their own 
' griefs to lighten those of others) comfort 
and solace in the work. But my young 
friends of the ‘ Alert Clubs,” to you most 
especially would I direct these remarks, 
and beg you to turn your attention to this 
branch of aid to the soldiers. Could you 
ave seen, as I have, the many weary hours 
of hospital life, when suffering or debility 
prevents any continuous reading, and watch- 
ed the pleasure expressed in the face of 


some poor fellow at the sight of one of these _ 


same ‘Scrap Books,” full of short articles 
complete in themselves: and requiring no 
sustained attention, you would at once 're- 
solve to add this to your other duties for 
the Sanitary Commission, and keep one 
always’ on hand, so that as rapidly as one 


Take either | 


Many. 
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baakenee was sent off, in those nice boxes 
which we are always so glad to receive from 
you, another should be under way, and thus 
the supply steadily kept up.: 

I trust that those who have been in the 
habit of making these books will continue 
to do so, and also that those to whom the 
idea comes for the first time, will make the 
experiment, and we can safely promise 
them in advance, the warm thanks of all 
who shall receive any such contributions. 

D, 


PHILADELPHIA, 1307 Cugstnout Sr., 
March, 1865. 


WOMAN’S CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF RELIEF. 
ASSOCIATE MANAGERS.—NO. VIII. 


We report our receipts and distributions 
for the month of February, as follows :— 
number of packages received, 164. Distri- 
buted to City Point, 57 packages ; Fortress 
Monroe, 1 package ; Newberne, N. C., 29 
packages; Beaufort, S. C., 164 packages ; 
New Orleans, 22 packages ; Danville, Va., 
1 package ; Louisville, Ky., 50 packages ; x 
Navy, 4 packages ; ; Hospitals in, and near. 
New York City, 15 packages. Wotal, 348, 
packages distributed. 

We are aware how very maaccurate. this 
method is, of reporting by “packages.” 


The term package is used for boxes, bar- 


rels and bales indiseriminately of all ‘sizes. 
We cannot give the space. required for the 
publication of our detailed monthly reports, 
in which. every article received and given. 
out is specified, and yet we want to give 
you a general idea of what has been accom- 
plished during the month. We have there- 
fore adopted this imperfect method as the 


‘shortest way of gaining that object. 


In addition to the ordinary demand for 
flannel drawers, sheets, socks, handker- 
chiefs, towels, old linen, and almost every- 
thing else, we have this week a special call | 
to make. Mrs. M. M. Marsh, wife of our 
Inspector at Beaufort, S. C., writes us, 
February 8, ‘“‘ Another want, which could 
I have foreseen in half its extent, would I 
am sure have been partially met, viz., 
READING MATTER. Sherman’s men, cut 
off for so long atime from book or paper, 
were voracious, and I may use the present 
tense, of all left here, and they are many. 
Our little stock of books is a centre of at- 
traction, and you cannot think how promptly 
they are returned. ‘They do much toward 
whiling away the weary hours in hospital. 
Would that every home would contribute 
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just one readable book or magazine. It 
would be like the ‘ penny contribution’ that 
built a cathedral. Will you help us? These 
men, left behind in hospital, or doing soli- 
tary duty in detachments far away from 
both home and regiment, feel alone, and 
very. naturally seek something for diver- 
sion.’ 

We hope that our fr iends will enable us 
to meet this and similar calls, in a way 
which will be more satisfactory to them and 
to ourselves. At present we are much in 
want of good reading matter. 

In this, our third and last article upon 
the organization of our Branch, we shall 
define the position and duties of Associate 
Managers. 

The Associate Manager organization was 
Adopted by us from the New England 
Branch of the Commission, after a most 
satisfactory trial of the plan for several 
weeks, by a member of our own Board. 

The plan is to divide the whole field into 
sections; and appoint one or more Associate 
Managers in charge of each section. Up 
to this time about forty-five Associate Man- 
agers have been appointed. These ladies 
act as Our representatives and are in con- 
stant correspondence with us. Their object 
— irrespective of what we all have in view 
preeminently—is two fold; to help you and 
to help us in our work. These ladies, like 
ourselves, are volunteers. Their traveling 
expenses even are not repaid them; post. 
age charges alone being refunded by the 
Association. The position is one of respon- 
sibility and hard work, involving a great 
deal of time and thought. The value of 
this service to our cause is indisputable. It 
is proved that it has been the means of 
ereatly extending the interest in our work. 

The duties of an Associate Manager, as 
defined two years ago in one of our reports, 
are as follows :— 

1st.-To ascertain whether Soldiers’ Aid 
Societies exist in every town and village of 
her section, and if so, for what they .are 
working. 

2d. When they are not working for the 
Commission, to use all her influence to in- 
duce them to do so, meeting all objections 
by bringing forward in a kindly spirit the 


convincing proofs furnished by the published , 
documents of the Commission, and the tes- — 


timony of the officers of the army of the 
United States. 

3d. When such societies, tributary to the 
Commission, do not exist, we wish to have 
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them organized by our associate, or, if pre- 
ferred, she may send us the name of the 
right person, in the particular town or vil- 
lage, to whom we should address ourselves. 

4th. To visit all the auxiliary societies in 
her section, from time to time, for the pur- 
pose of giving information, answering ques- 
tions, dispelling doubts, and encouraging 
workers ;—this personal intercourse being 
thought very desirable. This, however, 
would be at the option of our associate, who 
can judge better than we can how best to 
produce the desired result in her own 
section. 

5th. To keep the broad Federal principle, 
upon which the Commission is based, ever 
before the people. Our whole experience 
shows that our people are truly liberal in 
spirit, and only ask for information as to the 
best way of working for the sick and wounded. 
Where, during the past year, whole com- 
munities have worked for special regiments, 
it was only necessary to explain the na- 
tional principle upon which the Sanitary 
Commission rests, and it was immediately 
adopted. 

6th. To bring every infgnes to bear. 
which may stimulate this work, the respon- 


sibility of which we feel so deeply, and which 


may tend to make it more thorough and 
efficient. It should always be presented on 
the high grounds of duty, petoneny and 
Christianity. 

7th. To keep herself thoroughly informed 
of the working of the Commission, by fre- 
quent correspondence with thisoffice. When 


) questions are asked us which we cannot an- 


swer, we write to the General Secretary at 
Washington for information, or refer our - 
associate directly to him. 

8th. To send us a friendly letter once a 
month, with a report of the condtion of 
things in her section, pointing out any errors 
on our part, and making any suggestions 
which may help us to make our work more 
effective, and which will be gladly received. 

To these have been added the entire 
charge of the distribution of printéd matter — 
throughout her section; arid more OGY 
the arragement of lecturing tours. 

It is through the associate managers, too, 
that we obtain that information which en- 
ables us to work’ harmoniously with you. 
How can we work together with any sort of 
concerted action, unless we know what your 
interest in the soldier is? And so we keep 


a book, in which is entered the name of 


every post: office village in our field, and op- 
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posite each name is recorded what the Aid 
Society of that place has done for the sol- 
diers through our agency, or any other 
agency, if that can be ascertained. Except- 
ing through our associate managers it is 
not possible for us to obtain this information. 

We wish we could speak as we feel of the 
great help and comfort these ladies have 
been to us in our work; not only in their 
official position, but as personal friends. 
The interest with which they have adopted 
our plans, and aided us in carrying them 
out, their readiness to accept additional 
labor, without thought of sparing them- 
selves, their well weighed suggestions and 
frank criticisms, their loving trust and pa- 
tience, their words of sympathy and encour- 
agment, which cross our paths like so many 
sunbeams; all this, and much more, for 
which we cannot be sufficiently grateful, 
rushes through heart and head as we write. 
Of how these ladies have aided you itis un- 
necessary for us to speak. Let us, on our 
part, resolve to do all that we can to make 
the work of our associate managers as easy 
for them as possible, by meeting their efforts 
in our behalf in the same spirit with which 
they are made. 

And thus we conclude these three articles 
upon the organization of our Branch. We 
have wished to show in them that the sys- 
tem which characterizes the whole work of 
the Sanitary Commission, extends no less 
through its Home Department; that there 
igs method in the collection of supplies, as 


well as in their distribution; that we have% 


each an assigned part in this vast plan—a 
niche in ffs great temple erected to human- 
ity. When the war is over, and we shall 
have returned to our ordinary duties, there 
will be few things we shall prize more than 
the consciousness of having been members 
of the U. S. Sanitary Commission ;—a work 
which has been so cssentially the exponent 
oi the patriotism of the women of our country, 
and which, because so noble in itself, has 
bound us together with no ordinary bonds 
of sympathy and respect. 


Louisa Ler ScHUYLER, 
Chr. Committee on Correspondence, &c. 
New York, 7 Coopsr Union, 


| March 4, 1865. 


GOOD NEWS FROM HARTFORD, CONN. 
RECEIPTS. 


The Hartford Sanitary Association has, 
during the months of January and Febru- 
ary, 1865, received the following very ac- 
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ceptable donations of money :—From five 
friends, $52 40; Mrs. H. B: Treat, $10; 
Mrs. S. N. Hart, $5; Miss Arthur’s class 
in Bethel Sunday-school, $1; Miss K. M. 
Watkinson, $25; Mrs. Robert Watkinson, 
$10; Hartford Alert Club, $300; Mrs. Kd- 
ward Kellogg, $5; Mrs. N. Shipman, $20 ; 
Alfred Smith, Hsq., $25; Samuel Spaulding, 
$1; Mr. T. Wadsworth, $5; Box at R. R. 
Station, $1 75; Simsbury Alert Club, $438; 
Marlboro’, $19; Southington Alert Club, 
$53; Collinsville Alert Club, $54; Weth- 
ersfield, avails of a festival, $712; Plainville 
Alert Club, $16 50; Gilead, $17 20; Hast 
Glastenbury, $11; West Hartland, $12 69; 
Hartland, $20; Canton Centre, $15 90; 
South Manchester, $20 ; Glastenbury, $15; 
Unionville Alert Club, $20. 

Contributed by the following friends for 
the purchase of a knitting machine :—Mr. 
E. W. Wells, $2; Miss M..W. Wells, $3 ; 
Mrs. R. Watkinson, $1; Mrs. G. M. Bar- 
tholomew, $1 25; Mrs. H. N. Kellogg, $2; 
Mrs. J. Warbarton, $5; Mrs. E. Roberts, 
$1; Mrs. T. Steele, $1; Miss M. H. Par- 
sons, $2; Mrs. G. Wells Root, $3; Mrs. 8. 
S. Ward, $2; Mrs. O. G. Terry, $2; Mrs. 
H. A. Perkins, $5; Mrs. Thomas Smith, 
$10; Mrs. E. H. Owen, $10; A friend in 
Collinsville, $2. Total receipts, $1,562 76. 

Also supplies in kind, as follows: Avon, 
4 feather pillows; Mrs. Wheeler, pickles ; 
Bloomfield, from four little girls, a bed quilt ; 
East Berlin, Mrs. C. A. Royce, 4 bottles of 
catsup; Canton Ceniye, Mr. 8. Taylor, 
quantity dried fruit; Collinsville Alert Club, 
2 bed quilts; Farmington, Mrs. H. L. Hart, 
dried fruit; Glastenbury, 31 ring pads; 
Mrs. F. Schouler, 1 pair of socks; West 
Granby, cotton and linen; Hast Granby, 
Mrs. A. Pratt, linen; Hast Hartford, Mrs. 
Aaron -Olmsted, blackberry syrup, wine, 
linen, dried fruit; West Hartford, Mrs. 
Allen Burr, dried fruit, honey, vinegar, 
linen ; Miss Butler, newspapers ; Hartland, 
11 handkerchiefs, 1 pair socks, linen, hops, 
beeswax, mutton tallow, 1 barrel dried fruit, 
1 barrel pickled tomatoes, sheets, pillows, 
pillow cases and 23 eomfort bags from chil- 
dren; North Manchester, lint; South Man- 
chester, 6 handkerchiefs; Simsbury, dried 
currants, 4 handkerchiefs, 2 towels ; South- 
ington, 8 handkerchiefs, 2 pillow cases, 
linen; Mrs. and Miss Merriam, 8 pounds 
dried currants, 2 pairs socks; Plainville, 
bandages, linen and cotton ; Unionville, cot- 
ton; Windsor, Mrs Mather and Mrs. HK. N. 
Phelps, cotton and linen ; East Windsor, 3. 
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comfort bags, 4 pairs slippers, 4 ring pads, 
1 pair socks; Mrs. G. P. Booth, 2 bed 
quilts; Windsor Locks, 103 ‘ Wounded 
Soldier’s Friend,” lint, cotton; Wethers- 
field, Mrs. Savage, 2 barrels onions; Miss 
Fanny Knight, dried apples; South Wind- 
sor, Miss Sarah Moore, Miss Gray, Mrs. 
Susan Elmer, cotton and linen; Jewett 
City, 8 comfort bags, 9 pairs hose ; Hart- 
ford, South Church Sunday-school 400 
comfort bags filled with valuable articles; 
Mrs. H. Fitch, under shirts; Mrs. Packard, 
7 bottles smelling salts; Mrs. H. B. Treat, 
3 pairs of socks, 1 pair mittens; Mrs. C. 
Richards, 4 napkins, 5 pairs socks, old 
linen; Mrs. J. Stillman, 2 quilts; Mrs. G. 
W. Newton, vinegar ; Miss Mary Gage and 
schoolmates, very nice bed quilts; Mrs. 
Harwood, 2 pairs socks by Mrs. Holaday ; 
Mrs. Smith, 8 pairs cloth mittens; Mrs. C. 
Nott, 2 pairs socks; Mrs. E. H. Owen, 4 
arm rests, bandages, old linen; Mrs. T. W. 
Russell’s Sunday-school class, one album 
quilt; Mrs. 8. Hamilton, bandages; Mrs. 
William Savage, compresses, lint, linen; 


Mrs. EH. Goodwin, shirts; Mrs. William | 


Kellogg, shirts; Mrs. George Robinson, 
linen, pickles; valuable gifts of boxes and 
barrels for packing from Messrs. A. Larned, 


W. M. Judd, E. 8. Sykes, Munyan and | 


Chalker, Starr and Burkett, Weatherby and 
Co., C. Haynes, Griswold and Miss A. M. 
Hills. 

Forwarded to No. 10 Cooper Union since 
January 1, 1865, (@ during the months of 
January and February,) 11 boxes and _bar- 
rels, containing 420 comfort bags, 253 
pairs of socks, 504 flannel shirts, 38 surgi- 
eal shirts, 33 pairs mittens, 9 bed quilts, 


2 pairs cotton drawers, 2. dressing gowns, | 
4 arm rests, and a quantity of reading mat- | ; 
| 52 towns, which have also aided us by con- 


ter. Total, 1,295. 

In response to our recent eall for old 
cotton and linen, numerous friends both in 
city and country have given liberally, and 
many books and newspapers have been 
sent In. 


VEGETABLES AND PICKLES NEEEED. 


But we beg leave to request all the 
friends of the soldier to bear constantly in 
mind, that vegetables, ‘pickles, old linen 
and cotton are standing wants of the army, 
which are never fully met, and that they 
can do much toward supplying the lack of 
the two former articles, by sending from 
time to time a barrel, bushel or keg of either, 
as they can be spared; and particularly as 
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the season for planting arrives, by devoting 
a plot to the cultivation of them especially for 
the soldier, and by sending to the Commis- 
sion, through its auxiliaries, any overplus — 
they may have ‘on hand at the close of the 
winter, instead of selling them at a reduced 
price, as many did to their great regret, 
last spring. 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


The Hartford Sanitary Association, since 
its organization in April, 1864, to January 
re 1865, has forwarded to No. 10 Cooper 
Union, 166 boxes and barrels, the contents 
of which (including 16 previously forward- 
ed by the Associate Managers) were as fol- 
lows :—shirts, 1,550; drawers, 1,506; hose, 
848 pairs; mittens, 156 pairs; sheets, 401; 
pillow slips, 186; pillow ticks, 186; towels, 
2,003 ; pillows, 523; quilts, 139; blankets, 
9; slippers, 16 pairs; arm slings, 191; 
dressing gowns, 9; bed sacks, 7; ring pads,’ 
90; second hand garments, 831; miscella- — 
Total, 8,294. 

Bandages, 16, 914 yards}. old linen and 
cotton, 8 “barrels and 9 packages ; books, 6 


, cases; dried fruit, 424 pounds, 88 packages : 


and 3 cases; groceries, 116 pounds; jellies 
and ‘preserves, 643 jars and 3 cases; wine 
aud spirits, 114 bottles; fresh fruit, 3 bar- 
rels; pickles, 11 kegs and 65 barrels ; fresh 
vegetables, 45 barrels; dried apples, 5 bar- 
rels and 3 cases; tomatoes, 17 bottles ; bar- 
berry syrup for fevers, 86 bottles ; cologne, 
18 bottles; spices, 4 boxes; blaekherry cor- 
dial and brandy, 267 bottles; miscellaneous, - 
11 packages. : + 


CONDENSED STATEMENT. 


These supplies have been furnished by 


tributing to our funds, and in making gar- 
ments, &c. The names of these towns are, 


| Avon, Berlin, East Berlin, Bloomfield, Blue 


Hills, Bolton, Bristol, New Britain, Bur- 
lington, Canton Centre, Collinsville, Coven- 
try, Farmington, Forestville, Glastenbury, 
Hast and West Granby, Gilead, Griswold, 
Griswoldville, Haddam Neck, Middle Had- 
dam, Hast Hartford, West Hartford, New 
Hartford, Hartland, West Hartland; He- 
bron, Hige anum, J ewett City, Kensington, 

Manchester North and South, Marlboro’, 
Newington, Plainville, Plymouth Hollow, 
Rockville, Simsbury, ‘Southington, Suffield, 
Terryville, Torringford, Unionville, Vernon 


Centre, Vernon Depot, Wethersfield, Wind. ° 
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sor, Windsor Locks, South Windsor, East 
Windsor Hill, and Warehouse Point. 
We have received from friends 





of the cause in the city, | $2,897 95 
in the country, - 3,222 41 
Total, $6,120 36 


COUNTRY AUXILIARIES. 


This we think is a good record, and the 
result is owing in a very great degree to 
the energy and steadfastness of our country 
auxiliaries, ‘To give some idea of the value 
of their assistance, we would instance the 
town of Southington, which, during a period 
of eight months, has contributed to our 
treasury the sum of $358 89, and made 800 
garments. — 


ANNIE E. Cooks, 
Secretary. 


EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER BY BENJAMIN 
WOODWARD, M.D. 
Mempuis, Tenn., February 17, 1865. 

The Western campaign and series of bat- 
tles opened with “Belmont,” Mo., in Nov. 
1861; then, in course, came “ Donaldson,” 
‘Bort Henry,” “New Madrid,” “Island 
No. 10,” bombardment of ‘“ Fort Pillow,” 
the siege of ‘ Corinth,” with all its battles ; 
the battle of ‘‘ Perryville,” ‘Stone River,” 
or as it issometimes called ‘“‘ Murfreesboro’ ;” 
the advance of General Rosecrans through 
Tennessee, ending with the battles of 
“Chattanooga,” ‘“Chickamauga,”’ ‘Lookout 
Mountain,” ‘‘ Missionary Ridge ;” the de- 
fense of ‘ Knoxville,” “‘ Buzzard’s Roost,” 
‘‘ Marietta,” and ‘ Dallas.” This was the 
last great battle of which I can speak from 
personal knowledge. Over all this extent of 
country and time, we have never been beyond 
the reach of the Sanitary Commission. ‘Time 
and again, during my three years service 
as surgeon, when ordered to open or take 
charge of hospitals in the immediate rear of 
the army, I was entirely dependent upon 
the Commission for everything except bacon 
and hard-bread, and coffee. At one time 
at Cowon, Tenn., I had to open a hospital at 
night, and before morning had over one hun- 
dred wounded fresh from the field; but had 
no beds, pillows, blankets or change of cloth- 
ing for them. An agent of the Sanitary Com- 
mission came, hearing of the fight, and be- 
fore noon I had beds, bedding, blankets and 
clothing, with all those delicacies and stim- 
ulants so much needed by wounded men. 
[should weary you were I to tell one of a 
thousand cases of relief received from that 
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source, and will only instance one case com- 
ing under my own eye. Soon after the bat- 
tle of Franklin, Tenn., on the 30th of Nov- 
ember, last, I went there to search among 
the dead for the body of a beloved son 
killed there. I found the hospital well sup- 
plied with all they needed, received from 
the Sanitary Commission. Surgeons, officers 
and men told me “ that for eight days after 
the battle, our wounded—two hundred and 
eighty—had nothing but what the Sanitary 
Commission gave them; as the rebels in 
whose hands they were—our forces having 
fallen back—had issued no rations or food 
of any kind to them ;” and, said some, “ 
it had not been for the Sanitary Commis- 
sion we should all have starved to death.” 
During the past three months we have 
sent from our depot here, more than two 
thousand barrels of vegetables ; besides a very 
large quantity of other supplies to the De- 
partment of Arkansas; and nearly as much 
to posts on the Mississippi River, besides 
keeping the gunboats and monitors sup- 
plied. All the general hospitals not only 
in this city, but at Vicksburg, Natchez, 
Morganzia, Baton Rouge, are dependent 
on us for vegetables. Within the past 
week we have issued vegetables and hospi- 


tal stores to the whole of the 16th Army 


Corps, on their way down the river. We 
recognize our Hastern friends as among our 
most liberal dotiors. The work is one, as 
the cause is one. If you will take your 
map and find Little Reck, Arkansas, and 
then trace 150 miles down the Arkansas 
River you will find Pine Bluff. There we 
had last fall a large force, and very many 
sick. Among the sanitary stores sent 
there in October, were some shirts, marked 
“ Soldiers’ Aid Society, Bangor, Maine.” 
Was that not an evidence of the nationality 
of the work. We shall have an active cam- 
paign in this Department before long. Large 
bodies of troops are moving, and while I 
write*twelve thousand cavalry are leaving 
on a fleet of transports. We are concen- 
trating supplies as fast as possible to be 
ready to send them to any required point. 

That God may bless and abundantly re- 
ward the labor of love of those who are giv- 
ing their means and their influence to this 
good work is my daily wish. 
CHIEF JUSTICE CHASE AND THE UNITED 

STATES SANITARY COMMISSION. 

On taking the chair at the annual meet- 

ing of the National Freedman’s Relief Asso- 


, 


‘ 


- 
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ciation, held in the hall of the House of 
Representatives, at Washington City, Feb- 
ruary 26, 1865, the Chief Justice of the 
United States Supreme Court, Salmon P. 
Chase, referred to the Sanitary Commission 
as follows :— : 


This war, now waged for national unity, 
is marked by peculiar characteristics. The 
praise of our brave army and navy is upon 
all lips. The endurance and patriotism of 
the heroic people, which has never faltered 
in its resolve to maintain, at whatever cost, 
the integrity of the American republic, fur- 

h to this, and will furnish to all after- 
coming generations, objects of wonder and 
topics of eulogy. The vast energies and the 
vast resources which have been called into 
action, puzzle the statesmen and economists 
of the old world, and astonish our own. 

But these, I think, will not hereafter be 
regarded as the most peculiar characteristics 
of this war. Men of thought, and especially 
men who recognize the providence of God 
in the affairs of men, cannot fail to observe 
that it is distinguished by great charities 
even more than by great achievements. 

What age before this age, and what 
country besides our country, ever witnessed 
such an organization as that of the Sanitary 
Commission? What needs have been sup- 
plied ; what wants relieved, what wounds 
healed ; what evils averted, by the activity, 
wisdom, and unflagging zeal of this admira- 
ble organization, fostered and sustained by 
the people, and recognized and aided by the 
government. 


IMPORTANT TESTIMONIAL BY QUARTER- 
MASTER GENERAL M. C. MEIGS. 


QuarTER Master GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Wasuineton, D. C., eb. 20, 1865. 
Dr. J. 8S. NEWBERRY, 

Sect. Western Dept. U. S. San. Com. 

‘ Dear Sir :—I have received and thank 
you for your Report of 22d October last. 
It is an honorable record. I notice particu- 
larly the value of the hospital gardens. Re- 
membering the scarcity of all provisions, ex- 
cept the substantial parts of the army ration, 
and even of those, at the time I met you at 
Chattanooga, in the winter of 1863, I read 
with gratification the statement of the quan- 
- tity of esculents which your gardens, estab- 
lished the next spring, produced for the 
sufferers in hospital. 

I endeavored, while at Chattanooga, to 
have arrangements made for cultivation 
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during the ensuing spring and summer, but 
found every one too much occupied with the 
sterner work of war to be willing to devote 
time and labor to raising, at that warlike ~ 
centre, a portion of the supplies which, when 
brought from the distant North, cost so 
much and so much interfered with the 
transportation of men and munitions. 

I hope that these gardens will be con- 
tinued, and that the Sanitary Commission, 
which is free from the pressure of the 
sterner duties of the soldiers, will continue 
to give its attention, to extending this culti- 

vation for their benefit. oh 

I am very truly and respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 


M. GC. MEras. 


Quarter-Master General and Brevet Major General. 


IMPERFECT DESCRIPTIVE LISTS. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal : 

Sir :—It is my misfortune to have charge 
of a General Hospital to which a large pro- 
portion of the maimed soldiers of the army 
find their way, for the purpose of procuring 
artificial limbs, and eventually their dischar- 
ges. It might interest your readers to hear 
of a right armed “police party,” a left- 
hand “coal squad,” and a detachment of no- © 
legged clerks; but such is not my present 
purpose. : . 

I wish, through your columns, to call the 
attention of company commanders to the 
great injustice which is often done to worthy 
soldiers by failing to give complete military 
histories in their descriptive lists. The 
palpable violation of orders in not furnish-— 
ing the amount of bounty received and due 
is almost too common to hope for reforma- 
tion, but far more annoyance. is occasioned 
by the simple neglect of stating the circum- 
stance under which a soldier was wounded. 
The fact that his discharge was given him 
in consequence of injuries received in the 
line of his duty must be mentioned in his 
final statements and discharge, or the con- 
trary is presumed to be the case, and his 
pocket suffers accordingly. No medical 
officer wants to give the same certificate of 
disability tc a maimed sergeant that is fur- 
nished to a bounty jumper wounded by a 
Proyost-Guard. It is of little use to return 
such descriptive lists for completion, as weeks, 
or months generally elapse before they come 
back again. It has never been explained 
why it takes an official communication ten 
times as long to reach the Army of the Po- 
tomac as a private letter occupies. 
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Tgnorance of their proper duties was once 
considered the cause of such neglect, but it 
is hard to believe that in the fourth year of 
the war any company commander does not 
know how to make out a descriptive list ; 
yet such must be the fact, for these papers 
are sent from some of the most distinguished 
regiments in the army, signed by a non- 
commissioned officer. Date of enlistment, 
last paid, bounty, clothing account, and the 
time and place of wounds received, comprise 
afl that is needed, yet not one in ten is com- 
plete. These, with a personal description, 
are required by the regulations, and justice 
to the soldier demands them, yet every off- 
cer having charge of detached .soldiers is 
constantly bothered by the omission of some 
important item. At this moment over two 
hundred men, who have lost a limb in the 
service of their country, are detained in this 
hospital, kept from home and maintained 
by the government at great expense, by the 
careless conduct of their officers who, having 
sworn to obey the regulations of the ser- 
vice, now neglect those to whose bravery 
and devotion they owe their present position 
and credit. If Nemesis is not dead, many 
captains ought to suffer sleepless nights, be- 
cause, through their carelessness, faithful 
soldiers of their command have been deprived 
of their just dues. 

In the name of all mustering officers, all 
paymasters and all surgeons, [ beg for more 
attention to descriptive lists. 


THREE CHILDREN. 


We have to acknowledge the receipt of 
ten dollars, for the Sanitary Commission, 
from three little girls in New Castle, Del., 
who have sent the following note with their 
donation. If three little children in every 
town as large as New Castle, in the loyal 
States would do likewise, what a nice fund 
would be on hand to aid the soldiers during 
the coming campaign. We thank the little 
donors, and hope they will continue in well 
doing al] their lives long. 

New Castie, Dut., Feb. 22, 1865. 

Please accept this as our aid to the San- 


itary Commission, being the proceeds of a 
fair held by three children. 


Eimer W. CLARK, 
Lizziz T. CuarK, 


(Ten dollars.) Hminy Barzs. 


JOHNSON’S FAMILY ATLAS. 

The war has suggested to hosts of intel- 
ligent Americans, one thing, viz.: that they 
were inconveniently ignorant of the minute 
geography of their native land. If the 
splendid copy of Johnson’s Family Atlas 
which is open before us were open before 
them, it would suggest another thing, vizg: — 
that by its use they could very conveniently 
dispel their ignorance. 

It contains over a hundred large, clear 
maps, illustrating the mathamatical, descrip- 
tive and physical geography of the world ¥ 
statistics of the religious denominations in 

{the world; chart of national emblems; a 
diagram exhibiting the difference of time 
between Washington and the important 
cities of the world; a list of the cities, 
towns, villages and post offices, with their 
states and counties, in the United States and 
Territories; historical and statistical views 
of the United States, Mexico, Europe, &c., 
&e., &e. 

Every page is terse, complete, exact, in- 
teresting; and as a book of reference it 
seems unimproveable, though, from the fact 
that the binders have left “ guards’ or 
“strips” for the insertion of new maps, 
which the publishers agree to furnish by 
mail at fifteen cents each, it would seem 
that wise precautions are made for improve- 
ment, and for keeping it up to the times as 
a standard work. 

It is gotten up J. H. Colton and A. J. 
Johnson, concerning whom nothing in com- 
mendation need be said; and is furnished 
exclusively by subscription. The general 
agent is Mr. F. G. Rowe, post office box 
2060, Philadelphia. 


DISABLED AND DISCHARGED. 

At a meeting of the Standing Committee 
‘of the United States Sanitary Commission, 
held February 24, 1865: 

Resolved, That the United States Sani- 
tary Commission, deeply convinced of the 
importance of providing, from time to time, 
as its funds will allow, shelter and protection 
for disabled and discharged soldiers, will 
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from this.date consider itself authorized to 


devote any portion of its funds to this pur- 
pose; and that due notification be made of 


this resolution in the Bulletin, Reporter, 
and its usual advertising mediums.. 


J. Foster JENKINS, 
General Secretary. 


No. 823 Broadway, New York. 


P ‘SOLDIERS FRIEND.” ! 
The following letter from Rev. J. Shrig- 
ley, Chaplain of the McClellan U. S. A. 
General Hospital, Philadelphia, is one of 
many which we have seen testifying to the 
grateful reception met. with by the “Sol- 
- dier’s Friend,” wherever it has reached 
those whose “ Friend” it is. This is right, 
and in our opinion, aid societies cannot do 
better for themselves or for soldiers, than 
by aiding its distribution as far as they are 
able among the returned prisoners or fur- 
loughed soldiers, to whom the information 
"it contains is especially valuable. 
It can be obtained by any Aid Society in 
small quantities, upon application at this 
office. 


Philadelphia, March 10, 1865. 

DEAR CoLoNnEL:—I am go highly pleased 
with the ‘Sonprer’s FriEenp,”’ published 
‘by the U.S. Sanitary Commission, I should 
be glad to place a copy in the hands of 
every patient in this hospital. 

It is multum in parvo. While it gives 


- McCrsuran U.S. A. Gunerat Hospirat, \ 


every soldier valuable information, it like- | 


wise tends to the cultivation of his religious 
faculties, leading him to put his trust in 
that Divine Being whose mercies never fail. 

The collection of hymns is decidedly the 
best yet published for the army and navy. 
May I solicit a further donation for the use 
of the sick and wounded who may be sent 
to this hospital? JI am, dear sir, 

“Your very obedient servant, 


JAMES SHRIGLEY, 
Chaplain U. 8. A, 
Cou. Soxst, 
Special Relief Agent U. 8. San. Com., Philadelphia. 


STORES FOR SHERMAN’S ARMY. 


The Sanitary Commission has just sent 
by the steamer Uncas, to Gen. Sherman’s 
army in North Carolina, as it communicated 

' with the coast, an assorted cargo of hospital 
and field relief supplies. It has now another 
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steamer loading with supplies to replenish - 
its stock at Newbern and Wilmington, and 
at which last place an exchange of prison- 
ers is now going on, and has ordered a third — 
load for the special emergency of its service 
in North Carolina.— Associated Press. 


HOMES. 

. CAIRO. 
At the “Home” in Cairo, during the 
quarter ending with December 31st, there 
were furnished 153529 lodgings and 53,800 


meals. 
MEMPHIS. Pt; 
At the “ Lodge” in Memphis, during the 
same time there were furnished 3,593 lodg- 
ings and 12,723 meals. 
PADUCAH. . 


There was a good deal of confusion at this 
point, when the “Home” was first estab- 
lished, owing to the demonstrations of the 
rebels. During the latter part of November 
and the month of December, there were 
furnished about 6,000 meals. 


NASHVILLE. 


At the “‘ Home” in Nashville, there were 
furnished during the quarter ending with 
the year, 87,707 lodgings and 123,444 


meals. 
JEFFERSONVILLE. * 


The “ Home” here was opened about the 
1st of November. During November and 
December there were furnished 2,186 lodg- 
ings and 4,615 meals. 


NEW ALBANY. 


During the quarter ending with the year 
there were furnished at the ‘‘ Home” 1,918 


lodgings and 9,397 meals. 
\ 


CAMP NELSON. - 


At the “Home” at Camp Nelson, there 
were furnished during the quarter ending 
with the year, 35,7783 lodgings and 92,573 


meals. 


LOUISVILLE. 
At the “ Home” and “ Rest” in this city, 
during the same time, there were furnished 
59,872 meals.— Sanitary Reporter. 


Suppuies are still needed. The spring 
and summer campaign.will make large de-- 
mands upon the people for help. 


* ~ 
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War-Claim Association 
: OF THE . 


STATE OF NEW YORK. 


OFFICE, 35 CHAMBERS STREET, 
; NEW YORK. 
cee PRESIDENT. 
Lizut.-Gen. WINFIELD SCOTT. 


VicE-PRESIDENTS. 
Hon. Hamitton Fisk, Apmirau Dupont, 
Joun J. Cisco, Esg., Rup. A. Wirrnavs, Esq 
TREASURER.—RosBErT B. Minturn, Esq. 


DIRECTORS. 

‘ Hons. E. D. Morean, |Howarp Porrnr, 
Gror@ge OppyxeE, | WiuiiaM E. Dongs, jr., 
Hiram Barney, THEODORE ROOSEVELT, 

_ Jas W. BrExMAN, |PETER Cooper, 

H. W. Betuows, D.D., -|Gzorex Bancrort, 

-Joun Jacos Astor, DanieL Lorp, 

JamMESs Brown, Witson G. Hunt, 

WituiaM H. Aspinwatt,|Rosert L. Stuart, 

JAMES GALLATIN, ALFRED PELL. 

Apply in person or by letter, to 
HENRY GREENFIELD, Secretary, 
35 CHAMBERS StreEEtT, New York. 


OBJECTS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 
lst. To secure the soldiers and sailors and their 
families, any claims for pensions, pay, or bounty, 
etc., without cost to the claimant, 


2d. To protect soldiers or sailors and their families 
from imposture and fraud. : 

3d. To prevent false claims from being made 
against the Government. . 

Ath. To give gratuitous advice and information to 
soldiers and sailors or their families needing tt. 


THE U. S, SANITARY COMMISSION 


Was constituted by the Secretary of War in June, 
1861, in accordance with the recommendation of 
the Surgeon-General of the United States Army, 
and its appointment and plan of organization were 
approved by the President of the United States. 
Its present organization is as follows: 


H. W. Bellows, D.D., New York. 

‘A. D. Bache, LL.D., Washington, D. C. 
F. L. Olmsted, California. 

George T. Strong, Esq., New York. 
Elisha Harris, M.D., New York. 

W. H. Van Buren, M.D., New York. 
Wolcott Gibbs, M.D., Cambridge, Mass. 
S. G. Howe, M.D., Boston, Mass. 
C. R. Agnew, M.D., New York. 

J. S. Newberry, M.D., Cleveland, Ohio. 
Rt. Rev. T. M. Clark, Providence, R. I. . 
Hon. R. W. Burnett, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Hon. Mark Skinner, Chicago, Il. 

Hon. Joseph Holt, Washington, D. C. 
Horace Binney, jr., Philadelphia, Penna. 
Rev. J. H. Heywood, Louisville, Ky. 

J. Huntington Wolcott, Boston, Mass. 
Charles J. Stillé, Philadelphia, Penna. 
Ezra B. McCagg, Chicago, Il. 





OFFICERS. 


H. W. Bellows, D.D., President. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Vice-President. 
George T. Strong, Treasurer. 

J. Foster Jenkins, M.D., General Secretary. 
J. S. Newberry, M.D., Associate Secretary. 


STANDING COMMITTEE. 


Henry W. Bellows, D.D. George T. Strong. | 
Wm.H.VanBuren,M.D. Wolcott Gibbs, M.D. 
CO. R. Agnew, M.D. Charles J. Stillé. 


HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 


The Sanitary Commission has made arrange- 
ments for supplying information gratuitously, 
with regard to patients in all the United States. 
General Hospitals. 

For information relative to patients in the Hos- 
pitals in New York, New Jersey, the New England 
States, Eastern Virginia, Maryland, District of Co- 
lumbia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Florida 
and Louisiana, address “ Office of Sanitary Com- 
mission, Washington, D. C.” 

For the Hospitals in Pennsylvania, address 
“ Office of Sanitary Commission, No. 1307 Chest- 
nut Street, Philadelphia.” ere,: nae 

For the Hospitals in Western Virginia, Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, Iowa, Kentucky, Ten- 
nessee, Mississippi, and Arkansas, address “ Office 
Sanitary Commission, Louisville, Ky.” 

In all cases the name, rank, company, and regi- 
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ment of the person inquired for should be given, 
and where he was when last heard from. Ifthe 
application is by letter, the answer will be sent 
by return of mail; if in person, it will be answered 
at once; or if by telegraph, an answer will be re- 
turned immediately at the inquirer’s expense. 
p@rSoldiers’ Aid Societies, clergymen, editors, 
and others, can scarcely serve the cause of hu- 


manity more effectually than by frequently and 


widely disseminating a knowledge of the above, 
among those who have friends in the army. 


SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 


The Sanitary Commission, under special au- 
thority of the President of the United States, 
maintains an extensive system of agencies for 
securing the safe conveyance to, and distribution 
of, goods put in its charge for the sick and 
wounded at points where they are most wanted. 
It operates with equal care and generosity at all 
points—at New Orleans and at Washington, 
before Charleston and at Chattanooga—its dis- 
tributions being governed by a comparison of the 
wants of the patients in all cases. The following 
is a list of depots, to which auxiliary societies 
and all disposed to aid the sick and wounded, 
without reference to States or localities, but sim- 
ply to their relative necessity for assistance, are 
invited to send their offerings: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST. 
CENTRAL DEPOTS OF COLLECTION. 


U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 18 West 
Street, Boston, Mass. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Nos. 10 & 11 
Cooper Union, New York? 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, State House, New 
Haven, Conn. 

U. 8. Sanitary Commission, No. 1307 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia. 


DEPOTS OF DISTRIBUTION. 


U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 244 F Street, 
Washington, D. C. « 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Camp Distribu- 
tion, Va. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 46 Sharp 
Street, Baltimore, Md. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Harper’s Ferry, Va. 
. 8. Sanitary Commission, Annapolis, Md. 


. 8. Sanitary Commission, Norfolk, Va. 

. 8. Sanitary Commission, City Point, Va. 

. 8. Sanitary Commission, Newberne, N. C. 

. 8. Sanitary Commission, Beaufort, S. C. 

. 8. Sanitary Commission, New Orleans, La 
Temporary Depots for distribution are estab- 

lished from time to time as necessities of the 

service require. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST. 
CENTRAL DEPOTS OF COLLECTION. 


U. S. Sanitary Commission, corner Vine and 
Sixth Streets, Cincinnati, O. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 95 Bank Street, 
Cleveland, O. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 66 Madison 
Street, Chicago, Ill. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 2 Adam’s 
Block, Buffalo, N. Y. 


aqaqqaqqaq 


.S. Sanitary Commission, Camp Parole, Md.. 


U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 59 Fourth 
Street, Pittsburgh, Penna. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 32 Larned 
Street, Detroit, Mich. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Columbus, 0. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Fifth Street, Louis- 
ville, Ky. ay : ie 

The Commission receives no pecuniary aid 
whatever from the Government, and is wholly 
dependent on the voluntary contributions of the 
public for the means of sustaining its operations. 
Contributions to the Treasury are solicited, and 
may be transmitted to George T. Strong, Esq., 
Treasurer, 68 Wall Street, N. Y. 


SPECIAL RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 
EAST. ; 


“ Special Relief” Office, 76 Kingston Street, 
Boston, Mass. ; 

‘« Special Relief” Office, 1307 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 

‘Soldiers’ Rest,” Buffalo, Exchange street, op- 
posite R. R. Depot. 

‘Soldiers’ Lodge,” Harrisburg, Pa. 

“The Home,” Baltimore, Md. 

“Home for Wives, Mothers and Children of 
Soldiers,” Annapolis, Md. 

‘Special Relief Office,’ No. 389 H Street, 
Washington, D. C., where assistance is rendered 
in procuring Pay, Pensions, Bounty, Prize Money, 
and arrears of Pay and Bounty, and in various 
other ways. = 

“The Home,” No. 374 N. Capitol Street, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

‘Home for Wives, Mothers and Children of 
Soldiers,” 374 N. Capitol St., Washington, D. C. 

‘Lodge No. 4;” for discharged soldiers, No. 
389 H Street, Washington, D.C. | 

“Lodge No. 5,” near terminus of Washington 
and Alexandria R. R., Maryland Avenue, Wash- 
ington, D. C. ; - 

‘‘ Lodge No. 6,” near Steamboat Landing, Sixth 
Street, Washington, D. C. 

“ Alexandria Lodge,” near terminus of Orange 
and Alexandria R. R., Alexandria, Va. | 

‘ Special Relief Office,” New Orleans, La. . 

‘The Home,” New Orleans, La, 


WEST. 

Soldiers’ Home, No. 81 Jefferson avenue, De- 
troit, Michigan. 

Soldiers’ Home, Third Street, Cincinnati, Ohio, 
Col. G. W. D. Andrews, Superintendent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Louisville, Ky., James Malona, 
Sup’t. James Morton, Special Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, New Albany, corner of Main ~ 
and State Streets. 

Soldiers’ Home, Cairo, Ill, ©. N. Shipman, 
Superintendent and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Nashville, Tenn., Captain I. 
Brayton, Sup’t. Rev. J. Hoblit, Relief Agent 

Soldiers’ Home, Columbus, Ohio, Col. Isaac 
Dalton, Superintendent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Cleveland, Ohio, Joseph Je- 
rome, Superintendent and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Lodge, near landing, Memphis, Tenn 
C. W. Christy, Superintendent and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Camp Nelson, Ky., Thomas 
Butler, Superintendent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Paducah, Ky. 
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BRANCH, ere Ci’ y, wy BRANCH, 
No.744 Broadway, \TENT LEGR Any, | | No. 19 Green Street, 
NEW YORK. WIM 316 Corp ssWlege J BOSTON, Mass. 


; a PHILADELPHIA S?<> 
Important Information for Soldiers and Sailors who have lost Limbs, 


/ 


The **PALMER” ARM and LE@ are now furnished for the mutilated heroes of the Army and Navy, and I have the 
pleasure of presenting extracts from official letters from the Surgeon-General, which will gratify numerous applicants, 
who, in the past, have been led to believe that they must accept an inferior limb, or have no aid from Government. 


SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFIOR, 
; : WasHineton City, D.C., Dec. 12, 1863. 
Siz :—The Board of Medical Officers assembled in the City of Philadelphia, for the purpose of examining the different 
models submitted S them for an Artificial Arm, having reported v3 * a * 4 * ial 


IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE BoARD, WHEN A SOLDIER MAY DESIRE TO PURCHASE ‘‘ THE MORE 
ELEGANT AND EXPENSIVE ARM OF PALMER,” FIFTY DOLLARS WILL BE ALLOWED TOWARDS PAYMENT FOR THT SAME. 
By order of the Acting Surgeon-General, . C, H. CRANE, Surgeon U.S.A. 
\ 


SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
P -Wasuinaton City, D.C., Sept. 20, 1864. 
Str :—In answer to your letter of the Ist inst., I am directed to inform you, that the Report and recommendation of 
the Medical Board recently assembled in New York, to examine samples and models of Artificial Limbs, is not designed 
to supersede the recommendation of the former Board, ‘80 FAR AS REGARDS THE LIMBS MANUFACTURED BY YOU. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, by order of the Surgeon-Ceneral, 


1 
W. C. SPENCER, Assistant Surgeone.S. A. 
To B. FRANK. PALMER, LL.D., 744 Broadway, New York. 


etna eee es 
The Best PALMER LEG is furnished THE SOLDIER FREE 
. The Best PALMER ARM, for a SMALL ADVANCE. 
The Best LINCOLN “GOVERNMENT” ARM, FREE. 
Prices of the PALMER LIMBS not raised to OFFICERS and CIVILIANS. 


Apply in person, or by letter, at either of the offices. Address 


B. FRANK. PALMER, LL.D., 


President American Artificial Limb Co. 


THE TARR FARM PETROLEUM COMPANY, 
OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 


Office, Gl Cedar Street, New SWoris. 


Capital, $3,000,000. 30,000 Shares, Par Value $100 each. 





TRUSTEES: 


GEORGE P. BRADFORD, Ksg., New York. ALANSON A. SUMNER, Albany, N. Y. 
Hon. ROGER AVERILL, Danbury, Conn. EK. B. BELDEN, M.D., New York. 
WILLARD PARKER, M.D., New York. J. T. SANGER, New York. 

JAMES WADSWORTH, New York. 


To all acquainted with the Oil Region of Western Pennsylvania, the name of this Company, 
as indicating its locality, is significant of the great value of its-properties. 

There is no better Oil Territory. | | 

It embraces interests in fee in more than Twenty productive wells, and in rwetye others 
now rapidly approaching completion, while the further development of its large unimproved 
area will, at an early day, greatly increase its product. 

We offer it as a permanent dividend-paying investment. 

A limited amount of this stock can be obtained solely of the undersigned at $50 PER 
SHARE, BEING ONE-HALF OF ITS PAR VALUE. 


The declared dividend for the month is one -per cent. on its entire capital, to which pur- 
chasers within the month will be entitled. 


JAMES WADSWORTH & COMPANY, 


No. 61 Cedar Street, New York. 
ra 
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MANUFACTURED ONLY BY THE ORIGINAL INVENTORS, 


FE, & T. FAIRBANKS’& C0,, St. Johnsbury, Vermont, 


‘PRINCIPAL WAREHOUSES: : 


FAIRBANKS & CO., No. 252 Broadway, New York. 
FAIRBANKS & BROWN, No. 118 Miik Street, Boston. 4 

- FAIRBANKS, GREENLEAF & CO., No. 172 Lake Street, Chicago. 
FAIRBANKS & EWING, Masonic Hall, Philadelphia. ge & 
FAIRBANKS & CO., No. 246 Baltimore Street, Baltimore. 


Descriptive Circulars furnished or mailed to any address, on application to either of the above 





ESTABLISHED 1860. | 
486 BROADWAY © asp 441 BROOME ST. 


SEWING MACHINES) 


OF THE MOST APPROVED MAKES, SUCH AS THE 


WHEELER & WILSON, 
GROVER & BAKER, 
WILLCOX & GIBBS, 


4 A. B. HOWE, (4 
SINGER AND OTHERS. 
~  -. TO RENT AND 
FOR SALE, 


At MANUFACTURERS’ PRICES, and with the same privileges. Instruction THOROUGH and 
d gratis, at the 


N. Y. SEWING MACHINE EMPORIUM, 


Corner Broadway and Broome Street, New York. 


V. W. WICKES, Jr., Proprietor, 
486 Broadway, Up Stairs. 
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' OFFICE OF THE 


MORRIS. 


FIRE & INLAND INSURANCE 


COMPANY, 
COLUMBIAN BUILDING, 


CORNER WALL & NASSAU STs. 





Authorized Capital, - - - $5,000,000. 
Cash Capital, paid in,- - - $200,000. 





\ 
This Company issues on the most favorable terms, Policies of Insurance, 


WITH OR WITHOUT PARTICIPATION IN PROFITS, 


against loss or damage by fire, on Dwelling Houses, Stores, and all kinds of 
Buildings, and on Household Furniture and other Property, and on Vessels and 
their Cargoes, while lying in Port. 


«Losses will be Promptly palusted and Paid, 





DIRECTOR S. 


EDWARD ROWE, JOHN D. BATES, JOSEPH MORRISON, 
ALBERT G. LEE, FRED, H. BRADLEE, DAN’L W. TELLER, 
GEORGE MILN, EDWARD C. BATES, HENRY J. CAMMANN, 
J. C. MORRIS, WILLIAM MACKAY, §. N. DERRICK, 
ROBT BOWNE, BENJ. E. BATES, ' CHARLES HICKOX, 
EZRA NYE, B. U. MORRIS, Jr., N. O. NIMS. 

A 


; B. C. MORRIS, President, 
WwM. M. WHITNEY Secretary. 
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F. RATCHFORD STARR, General Agent, 


400 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


The Mutual Life Insurance Company of New York. 


F. 8S. WINSTON, PresipEent. 


Cash Assets over Eleven and a half Millions of Dollars. 


Policies known as ‘“‘Non-Forfeiting,” on the terms they express, on the Ten-Year plan, issued by this 
Company, possess advantages in profits and rates of premiums, greater than are offered by any other Life 
Company. 





THE 


Widows’ & Orphans’ Benefit Life Ins. Co. of New York. 


LUCIUS ROBINSON. PRESIDENT. \ 
Cash Capital, $200,000. 


Many of the Trustees and other officers of this Company are connected with the well-known MutTvab 
Lire InsurANce Company or New York, and the intimate and amicable relations between the two 
Companies, guarantee favorable results to Policy-holders. : 7 


Universal Life Insurance Company of New York. 


JOHN WADSWORTH, PRESIDENT. 
Cash Capital, $200,000, 


This Institution has been formed for the benefit of those who, because of imperfect health, are unable 
to obtain policies in other companies. It thus nreets the case of thousands who have been turned away 
disappointed in their efforts to provide for their families, and of a still larger number who have felt it use- 
less to apply for insurance. 

Every information may be had, on application, by letter or otherwise, to 


F, RATCHFORD STARR, General Agent, 
400 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Insurance against Accident by the 


TRAVELERS’ INSURANCE COMPANY, 


HARTFORD, CONN. sre 
CAPITAL, ad ma = $500,000. 
JAMES G. BATTERSON, Presipent. 


7 





Insurance effected in this Company against ACCIDENTS of every description. 


Yearly Policies will be issued for a Premium of 


Fifteen Dollars, 
granting Insurance to the amount of 

Five Thousand Dollars 
against loss of life by any accident whatever. 

| Twenty-Five Dollars 
secures a Policy for ; 

Five Thousand Dollars, 
together with $25 per week compensation for personal injury, incapacitating the assured from his 
ordinary business. 

Fifty Dollars Premium 
secures a Full Policy for $10,000 and $40 per week compensation for all and every description of 
Accident. 

Policies for $500, with $3 per week compensation, can be had for $3 Premium, or any other 
sum between $500 and $10,000 at proportionate rates. 


Wm. W. ALLEN, Agent, 
404 WALNUT STREET. 


THE 


SANITARY COMMISSION 
SVILETIN: 


No.9: 


PHILADELPHIA, APRIL 1, 1865. 





No. 35. 








Dum Sanrrary Commisston Bunnerin is published on the first and fifteenth of every month, and as 
it has a circulation, gratuitous or other, of above 15,000 copies, it offers an unusually valuable medium for 


advertising. ‘ 


All communications must be addressed to the Editor, at the office, 1307 Chestnut street, Philadelphia, and 
must be authenticated by the names and addresses of the writers. _ 

As the continuance of the publication of the BuuLETIN is uncertain, depending on that of the war, and on 
the resources of the U. S. Sanitary Commission—the Standing .Committee feels a certain degree of reluctance 
to solicit subscriptions for it—and thereby to pledge the Commission to its issue for a definite period. 

The Committee understand, however, that some of their friends to whom it is now sent gratuitously, ex- 
press a wish to pay for it, and they therefore give notice that the sum of two dollars, remitted to the 
_ Treasurer, (G. T. Strona, 68 Wall street, New York, or No. 1307 Chestnut street, Philadelphia,) will . 
secure its being sent to such contributor during the remainder of the current year, unless its publication be 


sooner discontinued. 





THE BATTLE ABOVE THE CLOUDS. 


“The day had been one of dense mists and rains, and 
much of Gen. Hooker’s battle was fought above the clouds, 
which concealed him from our view, but from which his 
cl was heard.’’—Gen. Meigs to Secretary Stanton, 

ov. 26. 


By the banks of Chattanooga watching with a sol- 
dier’s heed, 

In the chilly autuma morning gallant Grant was on 
his steed ; 

For the foe had climbed above him with the banners 
of their band, 

And the cannon swept the river from the hills of 
Cumberland. . 


Like a trumpet rang his orders—“ Howard, Thomas, 
to the bridge! 

One brigade aboard the “ Dunbar!” 
heights of Mission Ridge, 

On the left the ledges, Sherman, charge and hurl the 
rebels down! 

Hooker, take the steeps of Lookout and the slopes 
before the town!” 


Storm the 


Fearless, from the northern summits, looked the 
traitors, where they lay, 
On the gleaming Union army, marshalled as for 
_ . muster-day ; 
Till the sudden shout of battle thundered upward its 


alarms, 
And they dropped their idle glasses in a hurried rush 
to arms. ® 


Then together up the highlands, surely, swiftly 
swept the lines, 

And the clang of war above them swelled with loud 

and louder signs, 

Till the loyal peaks of Lookoutin the tempest seemed 
to throb, 

And the star-flag of our country waved in smoke o 
Orchard Knob, 
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Day, and night, and day returning, ceaseless shock 
and ceaseless change, 

Still the furious mountain conflict burst and burned 
along the Range, 

While with battle’s cloud of sulphur mingled densely 
mist and rain, 

Till the ascending squadrons vanished from the 
gazers on the plain. ° 


From the boats upon the river, from the tents upon 
the shore, 

From the roofs of yonder city axious eyes the clouds , 
explore; 

But no rift amid the darkness shows them father, 
brother, sons, 

While they trace the viewless struggle by the echo. 
of the guns. 


Upward! Charge for God and country! Up! Aha, 
they rush, they rise, 

Till the faithful meet the faithless in the never- 
clouded skies, 

And the battle-field is bloody where a dewdrop never 
falls, 

For a voice of tearless justice to a tearless vengeance 


calls. 


And the heaven is wild with shouting ; fiery shot and 
bayonet keen 

Gleam and glance where freedom’s angels battle in 
the blue serene. 

Charge and volley fiercely followggmad the tumult in 
the air i 

Tells of right in mortal grapple with rebellion’s 
strong despair. 


They have conquered! God’s own legions! Well 


their foes might be dismayed, — 
Standing in his mountain temple ’gainst the terrors 
of his aid; 
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And the clouds might fitly echo pzan loud and 
parting gun, 

When from upper light and glory sank the traitor- 
host, undone. 


They have conquered! Through the region where 
our brothers plucked the palm 

Rings the noise in which they won it with the sweet- 
ness of a psalm; 

And our wounded, sick, and dying, hear it in their 
crowded wards, | 

Till they know @&r cause is Heayen’s, and our battle 
is the Lord’s. 


And our famished captive heroes, locked in Rich- 
mond’s prison hells, 
List those guns of cloudland booming glad as free- 
dom’s morning-bells, 
Lift their haggard eyes, and panting, with their 
cheeks against the bars, 
Feel God's breath of ‘hope, and see it playing with 
_ the stripes and stars. 


Tories, safe in serpent-treason, startle as those airy 
cheers 

And that wild, ethereal war-drum fall like doom 
upon their ears; 

And that rush of cloud-born armies, rolling back the 
nation’s shame, 

Frights them with its sound of judgment, and its 
flash of angry flame. : 


Widows weeping by their firesides, loyal hearts des- 
ponding grown, 

Smile to hear their country’s triumph from the gate 
of heaven blown, 

And the patrivt-poor shall wonder, in their simple 
hearts, to know 

In the land above the thunder their ombattled 
champions go. 

y T. B. 
— Watchman and Reflector. 


A WORD TO THE AID SOCIETIES CONTRIBU- 
TING TO PHILADELPHIA AGENCY. 


Women’s PENNSYLVANIA BRANCH, 

Unirep Starrs SANiTaRy CoMMIssION, 

PuinapeLpuia, March 10. 

We come to you with full hearts ; hearts 
fall of love and gratitude for the generous 
response which you have made to our de- 
mands, and for the manner in which you 
have enabled us to carry on the work of the 
Commission. If it be indeed, as we are told 
daily, almost hourly, a great work, grand and 
glorious in its relief of suffering, in its suc- 
cor to the needy, then to you in a large 
measure be the honor, to you be the praise ! 
for on you must we of necessity be depen- 
dent for support and supplies. 

“Oh! sweetest task—like Christopher, 

_ Without a thought of pride ; 

To bear the,Christ of charity, 
Thro’ battle’s reddest tide.” 

But your very liberality leads us on; we 
come to you with increased demands; we 
ask for added interest, added labor, added 
service; we entreat you never for one mo- 
ment to slacken or pause, as long as this 





desolating war shall continue. Go on eagerly 
and earnestly, finding nothing too small to 
offer in the service of your country. You 
can never know the value of what to you 
may seem all unworthy of your giving. One 
pair of carpet slippers may carry comfort to 
a soldier’s heart, even more than to his feet; 
and, by the bright multiple of love, be dou- 
bled, trebled, quadrupled in its cheering in- 
fluence, proving practically as it does, that 
those at home are thinking and earing for 
our poor fellows in the field. 

I should scarcely have deemed this appeal 
necessary were it not that wafted on the air 
has come the faint echo of a feeling,—faintly 
heard, because, I trust, faintly held and 
faintly uttered,—that 1t was all well enough 
at the beginning of the war: you were ready 
and willing to work for a moderate term, 
but that the fourth year over-taxes you ; it 
is more than you can give. It may be 
there is truth in part of what you say, but 
only in part. It does need much to carry 
on and continue sucha work. It needs care. 
It needs thought. It needs labor. It needs 
interest. It needs self-denial. It needs 
heart. But it does not need more than you 
can give; it does not need more than you 
will give gladly and gratefully to our brave 
‘“boys in blue,” who, surely, if any, are the 
ones to find the. war too long. 

Where had we been at this moment, had 
there risen from their midst one murmur of 
discontent, one sign of disaffection? No! 
They go on, proudly and perseveringly to 
battle to the end; and while they thus go 
forth cheerfully and uncomplainingly in our 
stead to hardship, danger and to death; 
while they give time and toil and blood, 
shall we, dare we, withhold our efforts for 
their good? Shall we grudge aught of ser- 
vice that can serve to lighten. the weary 
hours, to relieve the toil or staunch the 
blood which daily bathes the earth for us 
with its red current? Oh! what is all we 
do or can ever do for them when we think 
upon all this? Nothing, and less than 
nothing. 

‘When is your time out?” said I the | 
other day to a bright young lieutenant, risen 
from the ranks, at home on a fifteen day’s 
leave. ‘My time out?” said he promptly, 
‘‘when the war is out, and not before.” 

So let us say, ‘‘ When the war is out, and 
not before,’ we may pause. And yet we 
may not even then; for should our country 
ask our aid for the suffering army which 
must remain, still are we ready, and warmly 
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do we pledge ourselves to give her all she 
asks, and right well we know you will re- 
deem our pledge. 

It is our last campaign. Andasthe happy 
hour draws near when our blessed banner 
shall float from every fortress-top in the glad 
sunshine of a nation’s peace, so like the 
horse whose speed redoubles as the long- 
wished for goal appears in sight, let us re- 
double every effort, put forth every power, 
strain every nerve, that we may not fail or 
falter till the final moment come. 

One word more! Come with me for a 
moment and look upon two pictures ere we 
part. I will not detain you long. To many 
of you this is a new scene. Most mercifully 
have you been shielded, in your distant 
homes, from those sad scenes which this 
same sad four years has made us so fearfully 
familiar with. I ask you to enter with me 
this hospital ward. Do not shrink, do not 
draw back ; yes, there is sore suffering here ; 
you may not care to witness it, but let me 
“assure you that one glance for yourself will 
nerve your arm and fire your heart more 


than whole pages of description. Walk in; 


we who are at home here do not hesitate, as 
we did at first; we know a welcoming smile 
awaits us from each one of this long row of 
beds, which seems to strike you so much on 
entering. Pass up between them with me, 
and come first to this young white-faced 
boy, whose life-blood has been ebbing out, 
and scarecly yet is stayed; and who is fixing 
those eager, wistful eyes so wonderingly 
upon the party with me. ‘‘ Never mind, 
George, I only want my friends to see what 
I saw yesterday, and to hear what you told 
me then; but you are far too weak to talk, 
let me tell them.” - 

He was brought into the hospital yester- 
day on a stretcher, wrapped in that counter- 
pane, that you see over him now, of bright 
patch-work; he seemed more dead than 
alive, but atter stimulants and a few hours 
rest, he rallied, and by way of beginning 
an acquaintance, [ commented upon the 
coverlet upon which I read ‘“ Aid Society, 
—— County, Penna., U. 8. Sanitary Com- 
mission.” Large drops of blood concealed 
the town and county, but I at once recog- 
nized the work of some of our kind helpers. 

He brightened instantly. ‘That coun- 
terpane,” he said, ‘did me more good than 
all the surgeons gave me. The Sanitary 
Commission’s Agent brought it and wrapped 
me in it, when they carried me off the’ 

field to the hospital, and as soon as I caught 
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sight of that piece there, patch do you call 
it? [ knew it was Mother’s dress, and [ 
felt sure she had made it, and somehow 
ever since I just catch hold of that place, 
and I can see her close to me, and I can go 
to sleep. They wanted here to change it for 
one of the hospital spreads, but I begged so 
hard to keep it, the Wardmaster asked the 
surgeon, and he gave me leave.” I thought 
even were his idea a delusion, it was such a 
happy one that I should be the last one to 
disturb it. No! he does not hear us, he 
has sunk into that lethargy produced by 
excessive loss of blood. Look! his hand 
even now, is grasping the very piece of 
calico he showed me yesterday, and I think 
that clasp will only be unlocked in death. 
Did the kind heart who devised that quilt 
ever dream of the moral ease and comfort it 
was one day to bring? 

Look at the next bed ; see that poor arm 
resting on that soft pillow, and read the 
mark on its corner, ‘U.S. Sanitary Com- 
mission.”’ Cross the ward, and look at that 
jar of pickles. ‘‘ Ah, Henry! I see you’ve 
got your pickles.” 

That was one of yesterday’s sick fancies, 
and the surgeon gave a ready consent but 
did not supply the article. 

‘‘ Ves, thank you, ma’am, they told me 
you got an order for them from the Sanitary 
Commission, and they’re the first thing 
that’s helped me to taste my dinner for a 
week.” 

We must not pause at each bed, or the 
story would be the same; but just stop for 
a moment and speak to this man rolling him- 
self up and down the ward in that chair with 
wheels. 

“ Why John! [ have never seen you 
out of bed before ; how are you to-day ?” 

‘“‘ Better, much better, thank you, ma’am, 
and bless the Sanitary Commission for 
that. They sent me this bully chair, and 
now I can travel round first-rate.” 

More hearts than one, I fancy, since this 
war began, have said, ‘‘ God bless the Sani- 
tary Commission,” and will say it again and 
yet again, I trust, ere itis done. But we 
must linger no longer here. One other 
picture, although, perchance, less cheering 
to our hearts. Unlatch that door and enter 
another ward. Was that a groan? Scarcely. 
A groan or any aubible sign of suffering, 
save the sad moans in sleep, is such a rare 
sound that I can hardly understandit. The 
beautiful patience and calm, heroic endu- 
rance of the poor sufferers, under great phys- 
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ical agony, re almost passed intoa proverb. 
Let us walk up to that bed; it seems to 
come from there, and see what it means. 

‘‘ What is it, Richard? Are you suffer- 
ing terribly to-day? Oh, I see; you need 
a pad to support your poor aching limb. 
Why don’t-you send the orderly for one?” 

‘“‘ That’s just it, ma’am. I asked for one. 
We used to have them when I was wounded 
here before, but he says government never 
gave them things.” i 

‘No, of course not, but the Sanitary 
Commission does.” 

“Tt used to, ma’am, but that was at the 
beginning of the war; and they say it kept 
on so long, the Aid Societies, I think he 
called them, had all stopped; and so we 
can’t have any more, but I think if we 
wanted them once, we want them just as 
bad now. Oh dear, oh dear.” 

“ Alas! alas! I feared this would be so 
when I heard that they had “disbanded.” 

Just look at that man over there, hold- 
ing his wounded arm. Surely he should 
have a sling. 

“Why, Hamilton, that arm ought to be 
in a sling; why don’t you keep it in one?” 

‘The surgeon did make this bandage 
into one for me this morning, but it don’t 
seem to hold it up; and makes it ache worse, 
so I took it out.” 

‘¢ Of course that must make it ache more. 
You need one of those nicearm slings, which 
would support it all the way up, and let it 
lie, resting as if it were in a bed.” 

“ Ah, yes ma’am. One of the boys was 
telling me they used to have them in the 
beginning of the war, but government don’t 
give them, and you know the Sanitary Com- 
mission don’t send any more; the war kept 
on so long they stopped. J wish I had 
stopped too.” 

“They little know, Hamilton, how much 
suffering they would cause by stopping, and 
what constant comfort they gave, or they 
would never had stopped, I am sure.’ 

Ig this not sad? But before leaving the 
ward let us walk down to see my friend 
Field, who was so badly wounded in the 
chest; he lies at the far end of the ward, 
just where you see that screen.” 

“ Well, Field, how is your wound this 
morning ?” 

‘Tt broke out in the night, Miss, SO 
you ll have to excuse this bloody shirt.” 

‘But why not have it changed ?” 

“So I will, ma’am, when mine comes 
from the wash. I don’t want to draw any 
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more. I’ve had to draw so many any how, 
on account of the wound, and you know it 
comes out of my pay, and I want all that 
for my poor wife and little ones at home.” 

“ But why not get one from the ‘ Ladies’ 
Room.’ That is precisely what those are 
kept for to supply just such a case of need?” 

af a: they say it used to be, Miss, but not 
now. . Those came from the ‘Sanitary Com- 
mission, long ago; and they tell us the soci- 
eties which used to supply them have all 
stopped, because the war Jasted so long, and 
we can’t have any more’ 

“So you must lie there with that shirt 
stiffened ith clotted blood, till yours comes 
from wash, in order to save your pay for 
your family, because the Aid Societies no 
longer contribute to your comfort.” 

I do not like this picture, it is too pain- 
ful; let us go, my friends, I am quite sure 
it is equally distressing to each one of you. 

My first picture was a reality, occurring 
in our midst every day of our lives. Shall 
the second ever become so? 

On you, and on your efforts, the answer 
must depend. | Des 

March, 1865. . 


FROM ANNAPOLIS. 
BY 0. F. HOWES. 
Annapouis, February 20, 1865. 

I have just returned from College 
Green Barracks, where 1 have assisted 
in distributing about six hundred towels, 

combs, needles and thread .to newly arrived 
prisoners. More than fifteen hundred of 
each of these articles were distributed one 
day last week. It will be a heavy tax upon 
the Commission to supply each returned. 
prisoner with all these necessaries. Yet 
nothing could be given these men which is 
more needed, and so much appreciated, as 
these very articles. I hope the Commission 
will continue its bountiful supply. 

The exchange is now progressing rapidly. 
No less than five thousand men will proba- 
bly arrive this week. I hope to be able to 
meet each and every demand. | 


BY MISSES CARY AND PHILLIPS. 
March, 1865. 
As our hospital wards are all becoming 
crowded by large daily accessions from 
the ranks of thé newly arrived prisoners, 
we find full occupation in endeavoring 
to become familiar with the cireumstances 
and wants of the sufferers. “A large pro- 
portion of those brought here, have become 
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ill since leaving prison. The change of air 


proving too much for their weak frames. 
We find that in many cases they had ne- 
gleected to apprize their friends at home of 
their arrival, having expected to go home 
in a short time, and the most grateful ser- 
vice we can render, is to write and apprize 
them of their safety, and urge them to 
write that they may hear from them once 
more. Very frequently those who hear 
from home, for the first time in many 
months, learn that some of the dear ones 

they left there, and were fondly hoping to 
- meet so soon, have been removed and num- 
bered with the silent dead. Others who 
come full of hope and courage, in the pros- 
pect of speedily joining those most dear to 


them, are suddenly cut down in the midst | 


of their fond anticipations and sleep. with 
the dead. 

Such an one, intelligent and fine looking, 
whose character could be read, even in the 
wan countenance already tinged with the 
-hue of- death, was at first able to express 
his joy and fervent gratitude to God for his 
deliverance, but soon became unconscious. 
In a brief lucid interval, just preceding dis- 
solution, he recognized a young comrade 
who had been with him in prison. ‘‘ Where 
am 1?’ asked the dying man. “In a Union 
hospital,’ was the reply. He seemed in- 
credulous for a moment, but his friend eall- 
ing his attention to the soft bed and warm 
blankets, he added, ‘and nice white sheets 
too.” “Qh, Pm all right now. Thank 
God, thank God, I shall be at home soon. 
I bless God for bringing me here, where 
some one will write to my dear wife, and 
she will come to me.” It was evident that 
he had but a short time to live, and he was 
asked, “‘ But God, who was with you in 
prison and has been so good to you, is he 
not with you now, and do you not love him 
and trust in him?” To this and other 
questions of similar import he replied in the 
affirmative with deep emotion. Becoming 
exhausted he asked for a cup of tea. It 
was soon brought, but not until the weary 
spixit had fled to that heavenly home where 
sickness and want are unknown, and where 
he will not miss the loved ones for whom 
he had pined, for He whose love is stronger 
than death and greater than that of all other 
friends combined, will be with him there. 

_ A German soldier, from one of the Mid- 
dle States, had been captured at Winchester 
in November. After long waiting for letters 
from home, they had come just on the eve 


_fested by many of the poor fellows. 
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of battle, bringing the sad news of the death, 
first, of a loved child, and then of the wife 
and mother, leaving three helpless little 
ones unprovided for. The neighbor who 
wrote to apprize the husband and father of 
his loss, asks what shall be done for them, 
but before he has time to reply, orders 
came for the march. During the action he 
is taken captive, and all these weary months 
he has been held in suspense, not having 
even yet learned the fate of his motherless 
babes. Such are some of the scenes which 
come to our knowledge daily, illustrating 
but faintly, the horrors of war. 


Camp Paro. Hospirat, March, 1865. 


The week just closing has been marked 
with an unusual degree of mortality at the 
hospital. Hach day has witnessed the de- 
parture of one or more, and on one day as 
many as six weary souls fled to the spirit 
land. Some pass away suddenly, in a few 
hours after being brought in; others linger 
and wearisome days and nights are appointed 
them; others still, apparently in no better 
condition, rally, as if by miracle, and are 
rapidly recovering. 

A large number of the convalescents have 
been sent away during the week, to make 
room for the newly arrived prisoners, who 
continue to be brought in by scores. It is 
affecting to see the disappointment mani- 
66 Oh; 
I have kept up as long as I could, hoping 
to get home,” is a common remark. Many 
of these suffering ones cannot speak of their 
prison experience without weeping. It is 
not possible, they assure us, for any one 
who has not felt it, to imagine what it is. 
“Our trials,’ says one, “were enough to 
bring us to reflection. We have learned 
lessons we can never forget.” 

Said a bright looking young man, “I had 
been a wild boy, but in that horrid place I 
was led to think of God and a future life, 
and there I first learned to love and trust 
in him.’ One of the first who arrived, 
and who has been at the point of death, but 
is recovering, now says, “If God lets me 
live, I will be henceforth a true Christian 
soldier.” In conversation with an intelli- 
gent man, he remarked, “‘ Often have I lain 
beside a comrade, conversing of home and 
absent friends, when his voice would sud- 
denly cease, and on reaching forward to 
learn the cause, I would jind the face cold 
in death,” 

But one of the saddest scenes of the week 
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to us, has been the death of one of the 
ward masters, whose kind, cheerful face and 
pleasant smile we have been wont to meet 
daily for many months. He was ever faith- 
ful, patient, and efficient, and as is believed, 
a sincere Christian. He fell a victim to the 
prevailing fever. After a few days diph- 
theria set in, and he was suddenly taken 
from us, to be forever with the Lord. 


BY E. C. GUILD. 
Hebruary, 1865. 

T have the honor herewith to submit my 
report for the week ending this day. 

On Sunday, I had the pleasure, at the 
invitation of Chaplain Henries, of preach- 
ing at the chapel of the Nayal School 
Hospital, and also in conjunction with 
Rev. J. M. Clark, at College Green Bar- 
racks. 
great interest, as the men were just escaped 
trom such a dire torment in their captivity ; 
just set free by such a joyful deliverance, 
and just about to go to their homes filled 
with such conflicting feelings of hope and 


fear in the thought of what might have 


occurred in their protracted absence. ‘The 
occasion spoke for itself, and it was easy to 
find words for the thoughts that crowded 
up at the very suggestions of the cir- 
cumstances themselves. On Friday, we 
had the pleasure to welcome some 1,500 
more paroled men from Richmond, and 
on Saturday we issued a towel, comb, 
needle and thread to every man. Paper 
and envelopes were also issued to them at 
various times until all were supplied. We 
have also been kept busy at the office by 
the demands of the men going to and fro 
by the City Point boat. It is a pleasure to 
us to afford every facility in our power to 
these men, returning from the hardships of 
camp life, or going forward to encounter 
the perils of battle. Surely if any are en- 
titled to have assistance and supplies which 
we have to give, it is those men who are 
away from their regiments and traveling 
by an unaccustomed route. The inefficient 
means of transportation of the single rail- 
road running from this place often delays 
them for twenty-four hours and causes them 
much inconvenience. ‘This we have tried 
to alleviate by every means in our power. 

The constant arrival of prisoners at this 
time keeps us very busy, and I must ask 
your indulgence in presenting so brief a 
report, and plead the pressure of immediate 
duties as my excuse. 


This latter occasion was one of ° 
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Annapouis, March, 1865. 


This week has been an unusually quiet 
one. While we were notified to be prepared 
for an unprecedentedly large number of 
paroled prisoners expected during the week, 
only a few have arrived, most of them 
escaped men who have come into our lines. 
Doubtless the delay in the exchange is but 
transient, and we feel that any day or any 
hour may be the commencement of a steady 
influx of paroled men at this post. Mean- 
time, considerable effort is being made in the 
hospitals to be prepared for their reception; 
extra beds are arranged in the wards, the 
tents which have been removed during the 
extreme cold of the winter are: replaced, and 
additional tents set up. Additions have 
also been made to the medical staff of the 
hospital. 

In the leisure afforded by the non-arrival 
of the expected boats, my attention has 
been called to several cases of more perma- 
nent interest. Visiting from time to time | 
the “ Home” of the Sanitary Commission 
in Annapolis, in addition to the faces which 
come and go, remaining hardly long enough 
to form an acquaintance, one sees a few sad 
looking ladies, day after day, week after 
week, month after month, coming in to re- 
fresh their bodies exhausted with watching 
and have their spirits cheered by kindly 
sympathy. Here is one who has, with all 
a mother’s patience and tenderness watched 
over her boy for months; he lies on his 
back, shot through the body, almost help- 
less, continually under the irritating influ- 
ence of excessive pain and needing constant 
care; but he never looks for help without 
finding that loving mother at his side ready . 
to do all that can be done for him, and to 
speak to him words of Christian hope and 
comfort. Here is another who watches by 
the bedside of her husband; torn by a 
racking cough, reduced by his long impris- 
onment to a mere skeleton, he sits night 
and day upon his bed unable to lie down, 
and by his side the faithful wife stands 
always ready to minister to his every want. 
And yonder is another wife whose husband 
lies by himself in a tent, where she keeps 
continual watch over him. Released from 
imprisonment, he received a furlough and 
revisited the well-known and dearly-loved 
scenes of his home, apparently in good 
health. Returning to report himself at the 


hospital he was struck down with fever, 


and when the fever left him gangrene set 
in, and now he lies very low, hardly ex- 
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pected to live from hour to hour, and night 
and day his devoted wife is at his side to 
soothe and uphold him in his terrible suf- 
fering, and to do for him all that watchful 
love can suggest. Besides those who are 
keeping their long and faithful watch by 
the side of the sick bed, every day brings 
some wife or mother, summoned by tele- 
graph, not knowing what to expect, and 
finding sometimes that death has come 
before, or more rarely that health has 
already returned, and going away sorrow- 
ing or rejoicing, according to the tidings 
they have received of their loved ones. 
Surely the Sanitary Commission can do no 
better work than to afford every aid and 
comfort in its power to those who are pass- 
ing so bravely and faithfully through such 
trying experiences. 

This period of accidental leisure was also 
taken advantage of for an occasion of a 
social character at College Green Barracks, 
worthy I think of record. The detachment 
- of men detailed for duty under Captain 
Davis—men having charge of the buildings 
and employed in the Captain’s office, and 
in all the varied work of the post—feeling 
desirous of showing him their respect and 
gratitude, complimented him on the even- 
‘ing of the 4th of March with a serenade 
and supper. I had the honor to be present 
with two other gentlemen of our office and 
Rey. Mr. Clark of the Christian Commis- 
sion, and it was a pleasure to see the feel- 
ing of mutual confidence and respect which 
was apparent between the Captain and his 
men. Such harmony and good will speaks 
volumes of praise for both parties, and pro- 
mises the best of care for the paroled pris- 
oners whose interests they have in charge. 


BY GEO. A. MILLER. 
Camp Paroug, March, 1865. 

The camp is now quite full of paroled 
men, and they are coming in very rapidly. 
The condition of the men is as good as could 
be expected, considering the treatment they 
have had while in prison. 

Having been so long deprived-of whole- 
some food, or even unwholesome food in 
quantity sufficient to satisfy the demands of 
nature, they have now an ungovernable ap- 
petite. Government furnishes as much good 
food as they ought to eat, but they are not 
satisfied, and having obtained a little money 
as commutation of rations that they did not 
get while on their visit South, they go to 


the sutlers and expend their money for pies, . 


cakes, &c. The sutler, being a very philan- 
thropic man, and knowing that these poor 
fellows will expend all their money for food, 
and that the less they eat the better for 
them, very kindly relieves them of their 
cash for a small quantity of eatables. Never- 
theless, it is not uncommon for men to eat 
enough to kill them. Doubtless many 
valuable lives are sacrificed in keeping a 
sutler in camp. It issometimes convenient 
to procure things of a sutler, but his pres- 
ence is by no means “ Sine gua non ;” but 
on the contrary a superfluous appendage, 
and that, too, at great expense to govern- 
ment, if she values the lives of men. 

A number of officers, lately from the 
South, have been stopping in camp, waiting 
for papers from Wasbington to allow them 
to visit their homes. ‘They can now appre- 
ciate freedom. We, who have never been 
deprived of it, know little of its worth. 

My work has been about the same in 
kind and amount as formerly, viz.: writing 
letters and presenting claims for soldiers, 
and occasionally ministering to the comfort 
of an unfortunate man, by giving him a few 
articles of clothing. 

Many of the soldiers are troubled with 
diarrhoea, and I find the ‘ Essence of Ja- 
maica Ginger” an excellent remedy and 


highly appreciated by the recipients. 


IN PRISON. 
Extract from a Report by 8. G. Doouit- 
TLE, Supt. Alecandria Lodge. : 


ALEXANDRIA, VA., Mebruary 19, 1865. 

I visited one of the military prisons, and 
by the request of the surgeon furnished 17 
quilts and 10 pillows; they were for the 
hospital ward and badly needed. 

| March 4, 1865. 

During the week I have visited the fol- 
lowing prisons: The Slave Pen, Odd Fel- 
lows Hall, Washington Street Prison and 
the Jail, and distributed a large amount of 
reading matter. I found them very desti- 
tute in this particular, and a lot of men 
more eager for something to occupy their 
minds I never saw. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM W. H. HEN- 
DERSON. 


Turin, Lewis County, N. Y., 
March 10, 1865. 
At the close of my address at Harrisburg 
I was much gratified by a “short speech 
made by one of the audience. ‘The gentle- 
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man stated that last fall he had gone down 
to Harper’s Ferry to obtain the remains of 
his brother; that notwithstanding he car- 


ried with him ample recommendations and - 


references, he had been unable to pass with- 


in the lines until aided by the Sanitary | 


Commission. The Commission obtained a 
passport for him promptly. Having got 
within the lines, however, he found himself 
equally at a loss for want of full information 
regarding the circumstances of his brother’s 
death, and the required formalities for ob- 
taining the body. Here again the Sanitary 
had met him with full particulars, obtained 
from their Directory, and with all facilities 
for filling up the government forms. He 
assured the rest of the audience that he 
could not possibly have accomplished his 
errand without the aid of the Sanitary Com- 
mission. 


FROM CITY POINT. 


FROM T. L. SEIP. 
City Point, Va., March 13, 1865. 


As we have nearly finished our work at 
this point I will drop you a_ few lines, that 
they may reach you before our return. Mr. 
Schindel and myself have visited the dif- 
ferent Sanitary Stations in this army, and 
although they are not as busy as usual, in 
consequence of the fact that the men have 
just been paid off, still we could not fail to 
see the necessity of the United States Sani- 
tary Commission, and the good it has already 
accomplished andis now doing. Many lives 
have doubtless been saved by its operations, 
and untold misery alleviated. Besides the 
great things that it does for the men, it is 
in furnishing /cdéle articles and in relieving 
the little, but not trifling wants of the men, 
that it does a most salutary work. Life, 
or rather a great part of it, is made up of 
little things, and so is and should be the 
work of the Sanitary Commission. But 
you must not infer from this that I think 
the Sanitary Commission does no great 
things. Ihad too manifest a proof of this, 
we. that it does, the other day, to think 
otherwise. A boat load of exchanged pris- 
oners, who had just come from Richmond, 
and were yet in all their filth and destitu- 
tion, stopped at this station. The men, 
one hundred and sixty in number, were all 
provided with necessary food and stimulants, 
were cleansed and newly clothed and made 
as comfortable as circumstances on the boat 


would allow, when they proceeded on their - 
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‘| Wway to Annapolis. These poor fellows were 


in a very pitiable condition, They’ were 
mere living skeletons, and were too weak 
to stand. Two of them died between Rich- 
mond and this place, and no doubt others — 
died before they reached their destination. 

I used to think the accounts of the suf- 
ferings of our soldiers in southern prisons 
were exaggerated, but since I have heard 
their tale from their own lips, I believe that 
the whole truth is not and will never be 
known; because tongue cannot express nor 
pen describe what our brave men have en- 
dured in the miserable pens of the South. 
I met several who stated that the United 
States Sanitary Commission had reached 
them even in their prisons South. Such 
cases, of course, are not numerous, because 
the goods sent by the Sanitary Commission 
reached their destination in comparatively 
few instances. 

Thus far I have been very much gratified - 
with my visit, and I am now more than ever 
convinced of the necessity of our people at 
home supporting, and liberally too, the U. 
S. Sanitary Commission. I have found the 
agents generally the right men in the right 
places, a thing most difficult to find in any 
very extensive organization. 


LETTER FROM J. C. BUSH. 


Fiag@ oF Truce STeaMEeR Ged. WASHINGTON, 
Axin’s LanpineG, Va., Feb, 25, 1865. 


Unexpectedly meeting at this place, that 
indefatigable gentleman, Lieut. Col. Mul- 
ford, whose name is now a household - 
word in so many domestic circles through 
the entire country, as the instrument of 
causing so many anxious hearts to vibrate 
with increasing hope by the general ex- 
change of prisoners of war—I learned from 
him that about 1,500 of our men were ex- 
pected on the rebel flag of truce boat from 


' Richmond to Cox’s Landing, about four 


miles from here overland. It is worthy of 
remark to contrast the difference of appear- 
ance between the rebels just brought from 
Camp Chase and Chicago, and the Union 
prisoners from Danville and Salisbury. 
When the rebels left the transports that 
brought, them here from Baltimore, they 
were not only looking healthy and strong, 
but were well clad, every man wearing good 
clothing from head to foot, and. not one 
in a hundred that could not travel off 
like horses, while most of our men were 
but moving skeletons; dragging their ema- 


” 
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ciated forms along, very 
than an old rag of a shirt and pants to cover 
their nakedness, many entirely barefooted 
and without blankets. ‘Among the five 
steamers laying here to transport these men 
to Annapolis, the George Washington was 
designated by Col. Mulford as the hospstal 
boat to take the most feeble cases. Too weak 
to stand or walk they were brought over in 
ambulances and carried on board on stretch- 
ers. As soon as all were on board we started 
with such a load as rarely ever freighted a 
vessel before. The reality cannot be de- 
scribed. But there was no time to” be lost. 
These men had beenas highly excited as their 
feeble condition could endure with the idea 
of being free again. Having had no nour- 
ishment that day, the smell of food made 
them almost frantic. Soon a piece of dry 
toast and a cup of good coffee with milk 
and sugar was given to each man, which 
was devoured as only hungry animals can 


devour food. ‘Then each had a clean shirt,. 


- drawers and stockings furnished him, was 
washed and changed and bad his wounds and 
sores dressed. While this was being done, 
the ever vigilant steward gave each man a 
drink of good hot whiskey punch. Such as 
were able to read had papers or books given 
them. Very soon there came another round 
of good beef soup, thick with potatoes and 
onions. None can imagine the joy and grati- 
tude expressed by these 152 men. On soft 
beds, fed and clothed, their conversation 
was strange and mixed. I took their names 
and address, wrote letters to their friends. 
The thoughts of home caused many to weep 
as they gave the name of wife, or mother, 
or friend to whom I addressed the letter. 
Soon another cup of coffee and toast bread. 
Some would sleep, others so full of joy that 
sleep had departed. Amid their experience 
in rebel prisons, as they related it, the fol- 
lowing may be of interest. 

They had their money, coats, shoes, can- 
teens and haversacks taken from them when 
captured or when put in prison. Those 
who secreted their money were required to 
pay at the rate of two dollars for a common 
size biscuit, three dollars and fifty cents for 
a pound of poor flour, two dollars for a 
pound of rice, six and seven dollars a pint 
for molasses, very thin and black. Meat 
was so rarely given that they eat all the 
rats and mice they caught. Pork, when 
they could induce the guard to get it for 
them, was sixteen dollars per pound. The 
officers were opposed to anything being sold 


few with other: 
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_to our men, but the guard would smuggle 
in goods to them. 


The negroes appeared 
much pleased when they learned our men 
were to be exchanged. An intelligent ser- 
geant said he saw the official report of the’ 
deaths at Danville from the middle of Au- 
gust to 19th of February, when they left 
for Richmond, which was 678 out of 2,151, 
almost one in three. The filth and vermin 
can only be imagined, when we think that 
during seven months no change of garments. 
All the water was brought in pails by de- 
tails of men under guard from theDanville 
river. The sergeant of the guard would 
frequently neglect to have it done. The 
water left in the pails, not enough to wash 
and a scarcity to drink and cook what little 
food they had. They felt more indebted to 
the Sanitary than they could find words to 
express. The work was very fatiguing, yet 
one would not become weary, for the satis- 
faction derived in relieving their dreadful 
condition. We arrived at Annapolis, losing 
but one man on the way, when to all ap- 
pearance one would think that a score of 
them was too far gone to survive the journey. 


FORT SMITH AND LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS. 


The following report and invoice, says 
Dr. Woodward, are of deep interest, from 
the fact that Fort Smith is 300 miles above 
Little Rock, on the Arkansas River, and 
the country along the route so infested by 
guerillas that it has hitherto been imposst- 
ble to get sanitary stores through ; only one 
small lot, by wagon, having ever previously 
reached that post, and none but a man of 
Mr. Carpenter’s determined character would 
ever have succeeded. 

His trip has been a great success, and his 
report will rejoice the hearts of those who 
have friends in that forlorn region. He 
goes now to New Orleans with the stores 
just sent by you on the steamer Missoury, 
and will either turn them over to Dr. Blake 
or follow up the army as circumstances may 
direct. 

Invoice of goods taken by D. B. Carpenter, Agent 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, to Fort Smith, Ar- 

kansas, February 4, 1865. 





tre gyce ste-sstas 100|Grackers, Ibs .....-.-.+0- 800 
hs ads Rip weteeiervere 76|Potatoes and onions, bbls.100 
Dressing ZOWDS....66.--- 24|Corn starch, lbs.......-. 120 
Oil silk ring pads........ 4|Tea, lbs..... seeeeceeeees 15 
Slippers,'pairs........--- 298|Condensed milk, cans.... 96 
Dried, fruit, Ibs.....0.-.> 600]Prunes, 1bS......seeeeees 20 
Lime juice, btls........-. 75| Arrow root, lbs edie dy waite 13 
Jamaica ginger, btls..... 12|Hospital shirts......... .265 
Catawba bitters, btls..... 48|Handkerchiefs.......0+.. 60 
Assorted jellies, btls..... 24 VOStS..jyse sc eseensosegns 3 
Cranberries, jars..c.es.-- ASVArm SINGS. sce dooms esen 24 


@ condition at that time. 
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Rubber cloth, pieces..... 6| Peaches, cans........... 48 
Crutches, pairs.......... 20, Kraut and pickles, galls..96. 
Wihiskey;ibilses.ife Peet 2 150/Crushed sugar, Ibs ues 100 
Raspberry vinegar, btls.. 36) Tin CUPS........sseeceee 50 
Ginger wine, btls........ 72| ¥laxseed, Ibs.... 2... 30 
Blackberry cordial, btls.. 24) Spit cups............006. 10 
Sugar and lemons, cans.. 72) Wash basins............ 12 


BY D. B. CARPENTER. 
Duvai’ Buurr, ARK., 
Feb. 15, 1865. 

I succeeded in getting the stores I wrote 
you I intended taking to Fort Smith on 
board the steamer Lotus, during the night 
of Saturday, and started on our “dubious 
tour” at daylight the next morning. Of 
the comforts and luxuries of the trip, it is 
sufficient to state that the cabin was small, 
crowded with refugee women and children, 
returning to Fort Smith after the scare pro- 
duced by the evacuation. It was cold, with 
almost no fire, and I had the softest board 
I could find, with my blanket, to sleep on. 
It was the same returning, only ‘‘more so,” 
as the boy said. I did hope, in going up, 
that the return trip would be less .crowded 
and more bearable, but found myself griev- 
ously disappointed, as far as table luxuries 
and delicacies are concerned. They wanted 
to charge $1 per meal for the biscuits and 
fat pork, but concluded to take 75 cents 
this time. Of the compliments the guer- 
rillas and bushwhackers saw fit to send us, 
you have probably some full accounts in the 
papers, and, as that is not germain to my 
purpose, I will not repeat it. 

We touched at Lewisburg an hour or two. 
I left some stores there for the hospital, and 
paid it a short visit. It is under the charge 
of Dr. A. D. Thomas and Assistant Dr. 
Madison; is a good frame building, and 
appears neat and well kept. Did not have 
time to go to any of the regiments. Sani- 
tary stores have been supplied to them oc- 
casionally from Little Rock. I made ar- 
rangements with Dr. Thomas to have the 
mortality report copied and forwarded to 
Louisville, which he did before my return 
from Fort Smith; also to forward all 
changes in the hospital regularly, for the 
use of the Directory. At Fort Smith I 
found matters in a very chaotic state, as 
they had not become re-arranged since the 
evacuation. Dr. Swasey, Acting Medical 
Director, had only arrived the day before, 
and some of the surgeons the same day. 
Most of the hospital furniture and medical 
supplies were on the same boat as myself, 
consequently it would not be just to form a 
judgment or express an opinion, from their 
Dr. 8. is as fine 
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and honorable appearing a man ‘as I have 
met in the army. He was there before the 
evacuation, and would know best where 

stores were needed, so that I thought it best 

to turn the supplies over to him, to distri- 

bute according to his best judgment. They 
were stored, under his care, in the rooms 
of the medical purveyor. I did not visit the 
hospital only for two reasons; first, lack of 
time, which was very limited, and, second- 
ly, I was so unwell and used up, that I 
could not take the necessary exertion, with- 
out manifest injustice to myself; but I 
learned from the surgeon that the general 
health of the troops gas full as good as any 
where else in the department. I think 
scorbutis is more prevalent. The country 
is so devastated, that they get no vegetables 
at all, and the guerrillas are so thick, that 
no foraging is done, except in large parties. 
They have been on part rations a good share 
of the time,—sometimes one-half and some- 
times one-fourth. I think chronic diar- 
rhoea is not as prevalent as at points down 
the river. I suggested to Dr. Swasey to 
raise a hospital garden, as there is a fine 
piece of ground convenient. He said he 
would be very glad to do so, but could get 
no seeds. I proposed to furnish these to 
him; and, in my opinion, no greater boon 
can be granted to the poor fellows, sick, 
and away out of the world at Fort Smith, 
than to furnish them immediately with 
garden seeds and onion sets sufficient for 
11 acres of ground. There.is plenty more 
land there for a larger garden, and the men 

would be glad to werk it, but fencing is- 
among the things that “ were, and are not.” 

I took up an excellent supply of stores for 
present exigencies. Vegetables and pickles, 
together with all the dried fruit we can get, 
will be the principal requirements at that 


point, as well as the rest of that department. 


A considerable quantity of cra¢kers and fa- 
rinaceous articles will also be required for 
the hospitals. I made arrangements also and 
left blanks with Dr. Swasey to have the mor- 
tality record and names of the patients in the 
hospitals copied immediately, and all changes 
forwarded to Hospital Directory weekly. 

I am now at Duvall’s Bluff, awaiting fur- 
ther orders. 


SOLDIERS’ LODGE, PORTSMOUTH, VA. 

Ever since the capture of Norfolk, Va., 
by our forces, Portsmouth has been the im- 
mediate base to the army of occupation sta- 
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tioned in that quarter; and, as such, a point 


where many soldiers on furlough, discharg-— 


ed, or convalescent, have gathered. Large 
general hospitals, in the immediate vicinity, 
have ‘been kept filled by the sad sickliness 
of past seasons, and, as a consequence, many 
relations of patients therein treated have 
found themselves in the cheerless streets of 
the twin-cities, friendless and homeless, if 
not moneyless. To the same point, also, 
white and black refugees from Virginia, 
North Carolina, and other southern states 


have fled. Hence it was deemed neces- 
sary by the United States Sanitary Commis-_ 


sion that a Soldiers’ Home should be estab- 
lished. Accordingly, in March, 1864, Mr. 
John Alcooke, as superintendent, opened the 
“United States Sanitary Commission’s Sol- 
diers’ Lodge” in Portsmouth. Every fa- 
cility that could be reasonably asked was 
promptly extended by the military author- 
ities; and, since they*have witnessed the 
admirable workings of the institution, their 
cordial approbation has only been excelled 
by the praise expressed by the recip- 
ients of its benefits. Soldiers; fathers, 
mothers, wives or sisters, who are nursing 
their dear ones in the hospitals; refugees, 
wet and worn by the trip through the Dis- 
,mal Swamp; and, not last, fugitive slaves, 
have found care and comfort at the hands 
of the warm-hearted Friend in charge. The 
following extracts from reports and letters 
will give a partial idea of the variety of the 
relief given; while the annexed table shows 
that 3,110 soldiers have been entertained, 
and 5,553 lodgings, and 16,960 meals given 
during the past year 


LETTER FROM JOHN ALCOOKE, SUPT. 
PortsmoutH, VA., Web., 1865. 


FRIEND :—I fear thee will think I 
have forgotten thy request. In_ the first 
place a Lodge was much needed here, in 
consequence of so many soldiers being 
stationed within a few miles of this place, 
and also in consequence of many hospitals 
being here. We opened the house on 
the 16th of March, 1864, after much labor, 
as it was in a most filthy condition. 





soul in his hands.” 





Thou wilt find in the accompanying paper 
a list of meals for each month, also lodg- 
ings and men accommodated, also the num- 
ber of soldiers from each State, also the 
relatives of soldiers who have been accom- 
modated. Up to the end of February the 
number of meals given was 16,960, and 
lodgings 5,553 ; the number of men 3,110, 
besides over 6,000 men who have been re- 
lieved in various ways with clothing, shoes, 
slippers, combs, towels, tobacco, pens, paper, 
and envelopes, and many other articles. 


DYING BOY. 


On the 18th of March, after we opened 
the lodge, I was notified of a sick soldier 
boy lying in the street in a helpless con- 
dition. I went and found him as reported, 
in a dying state. He not being able to 
walk, I took him up in my arms and car- 
ried him home. He had been at Fort 
Schuyler, and just come off a transport. It 
was a relapse from measles. Not being able 
to take care of himself during the voyage, he 
was in a very dirty, destitute condition. 


After having made him comfortable, we 


sent for one of the surgeons from the hos- 
pital, who found him in a very low state, 
and requested that, after reporting to the 
Medical Director, he be sent to the hospital. 
The next morning he was too far gone to 
be removed. He lived only ten days. He 
was desirous at all times to hear prayer and 
instruction. A few hours before his death 
I asked him how he felt,—if his Redeemer 
was near him. He looked up to me with 
such a beaming face and replied, ‘Oh, 
friend A , 1 am not afraid to trust my 
He sent loving messa- 
ges to his home, and in a short time died 
in my arms, blessing me for what had been 
done for him. 


MOTHER AND CHILD. 


We. have had numbers of soldiers here 
from their regiments, for a few days good 
nursing and care; and in all cases have re- 
ceived letters from them after their return. 
The latter end of May a soldier’s wife was 
brought here with a child twelve months 
old, both in the last stage of consumption. 
She was with us seven weeks. She died on 
the 5th of July, and the child on the 15th. 
They are buried together in the city grave- 
yard in this place. During the time they 
were with us we did all we could for their 
comfort and happiness. I engaged a colored 
woman to attend to them, and I myself was 
their nurse. The poor young woman died 
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Principally Refugees, white and black. 


full of gratitude to the Sanitary Commission 

for the home and care she had received. 
WEARY AND FAINT. 

On the 10th of November, Robert L. J ; 

of the 20th N. Y. Cavalry, came here for a 





sick, and it is so like home here.” 


‘in their coffins. 


y 
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rest and the comforts of home. He had 
been ailing’ before, and had been here 
for a few days from time to time. The last 
time he came I saw he was avery sick man. 
He said to me as soon as he came inside the 
house, ‘‘ Friend A——, I am come once 
more to thee for a little care. I am very 
Of 
course I received him kindly, but with all 
I could do I could not raise him up. He 
died on the 18th of November. 


SOULS NOT NEGLECTED. 


Remember one thing; I do not neglect 
the souls of those who come to my house, 
either in sickness or health. We have 
regular family prayers, and however full the 
house is there is the greatest order and at- 
tention, and in no one instance has there 
ever been any irreverence. I always make 
it a point every evening to speak to the sol- 
diers of their homes ; the influences of early 
years, their mothers and sisters; and try to 
stimulate them to self respect. We have 
also on\ first day evening Friends meeting. 
All in the house attend. Sarah Smiley, of 
Philadelphia is here, and she speaks to us 
generally. She is conducting (for the 
Friends) an industrial school. We have also 
a number of other Friends here. We are 
all anxious to assist in all good work. 


SOMEBODY’S DARLING. 


Since the capture of Fort Fisher I have had 
much on my hands. Quite a number of 
the officers and men who were killed “there 
were sent to Norfolk for embalming; and 
in most instances their clothes were either 
torn off them or too bloody for use. The 
persons in*charge applied to me for grave 
clothes, and my assistance in placing them 
In all instances I have 
furnished shirt, drawers, socks, cravat, col- 
lar, and nice white flannel shroud, made by 
myself; for it is such a relief to the friends 
to see the remains of those they love nicely 
cared for after death. On fourth day of 
last week, I clothed and placed in his coffin 
General Bell, acting brigadier , and yester- 
day I clothed Colonel Moore, 203d Pennsy]l- 
vania Infantry; also Doctor Longshaw, as 
well as two privates. I always feel that 
they are somebody’s son, husband, or bro- 
ther, and they have some one to love them, 
poor fellows; and I know it is such a shock 
to friends on the first opening of a coffin to 
see the person in a half naked condition. 
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DISMAL SWAMP AND DISMAL PROSPECTS. 


We have had many refugees here, and to 
tell all their sufferings would fill a volume. 
One instance I must relate. On the 27th 
December, 1864, a party of refugees came 
here who had gone through everything. 
They had to wade three feet deep in water 
through or up a creek, four miles. One 
man, educated and intelligent, who had been 
previously sick, took a violent cold on his 
lungs. 
not able to accompany the rest. I asked 
him his destination, &c., his answer was if 
h: could find a place to stay till he was 
better he should be most thankful. I told 
him he should stay here; I consulted with 
General Vogdie, who gave a hearty assent. 
I called in a doctor who said he could not 
live ten days; but I am thankful to say 
that he is now well. We have done all in 
our power to restore him, and God has 
blessed our efforts; and through the influ- 
ence of a friend of ours he has procured a 
situation in a dry goods store in Norfolk, 
and is gone this morning. 


ONE OF MANY. 


About ten days ago a poor woman, who 
had never been ten miles away from her 
home before, was brought to us by a lady 
residing in this place; stating she had 
found her weeping bitterly on the landing. 
Her husband was sick in a hospital here, 
she said, but did not know where. The 
lady at onge brought her here. After she 
had taken” some refreshments, I went in 
quest of her husband. Hisname, Iram Pety, 
N.Y. V., belonging to 13th N. Y. Heavy 
Artillery. I at once went to the hospital 
of that regiment, taking her with me; but 
the poor man had died the night before. 
Words cannot tell her grief when [ told her 
he was dead. We did all we could for her. 
His comrades had his body embalmed, and 
she stayed here until all was ready. She 
then took him home. I was so much 
grieved when she opened her trunk to show 
what in her poor way she had brought for 
his comfort. All sorts of nice eatables 
which her means would allow, and which he 
liked when at home. 


FATHER AND SON. 

Major B. was here two weeks ago and 
visited the camp of the 38d N."Y. Cavalry at 
Suffolk, where his son, a lad of 19 years, is 
a private. He brought the boy down here, 
as he was not well, to stay a few days and 
have a rest. When he went away he re- 


coffin. 


I found the next morning he was. 


commended the boy to my care and sympa- 
thy if he needed it. Well, on last sixth day 
the company he belongs to went on a raid 
to Blackwater—the boy was shot through 
the head. I have had him embalmed, and 
also have provided a good coffin, nice flan- 
nel graye clothes, and placed him in his 
I have just been to the side of his 
coffin. to put some early spring flowers 
around him, and he looks as if he was 
sweetly sleeping. I have combed the hair 
over his wound, and done all [ can to spare 
his poor father’s feelings. I am looking for 
him this morning,.and dread the meeting. 
I trust. our Heavenly Father will comfort 
him, he loved the lad much. I can only 
feel as I stand by his coffin and look on his 
placid face, that he is, I trust, sweetly sleep- 
ing in Jesus. They brought him to me 
from Suffolk in a box, just as he had died, 
but there is now nothing to shock any one’s 
feelings. I have had crowds to see him 
since he was in his coffin. It made me feel 
bad to see the soldiers of his company come 
in so orderly, and pass around the coffin to 
take a last look at their comrade, whilst the 
great tears rolled down their sunburnt 
cheeks—may God teach them how uncertain 
is life. Time and space will not allow me 
to say more. 
WHAT OTHERS SAY. 
From Dr. W. Madill, Surgeon 20th N. Y. 
Cavalry, formerly Medical Director. 

‘You have ever been kind to the soldiers 
of my regiment, for which please accept my 
sincere thanks. Many of them will never 
forget your kindness, and willingness to 
mete out comforts to them when needed. 
May God prosper you in your good work, 
and may you finally reap the reward you so 
much deserve.” 


From Captain Peter Bailey, of the 27th 
Massachusetts Infantry. ‘ 

“¢ Accept my heartfelt thanks for the many 
acts of kindness shown to me, a perfect stran- 
ger, unknown to you. Ishallalways remem- 
ber you with feelings of kindness and friend- 
ship, as well as to the boys of my regiment. 
There are those at home who have already 
blessed you for your great kindness to many 
a poor soldier boy.” 


From the Mother of a Soldier, who went 
from the Lodge to die at his home in 
Ohio. 

‘¢ Allow me, at the close of my letter, to 
bless and thank you for the great love and 
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kindness shown to my poor son. He never 
wearied in talking of you; and oh, how can 
I thank you for pointing his dear soul to 
the Lamb of God that taketh away the sins 
of the world. May God ever bless you, and 
the noble Sanitary Commission for what 
they have done, and are constantly doing, 
for our sons on the field of battle.” 


FROM A SISTER. 


“ DEAR Frrenp :—I received your kind 
letter, containing my own to my brother 
———., on the 26th inst. I thought I 
would not answer it untj] the remains of 
my dear brother arrived. They reached 
this place last night. This morning his 
coffin was opened, and once more we looked 
upon the face of our long absent and loved 
one, but not as ever before; for now he is 
clasped in the embrace of death. Oh! it 
is painful to see him lie there, so still and 
quiet, entirely unconscious of our presence, 
and know that he can never look or speak 
to us again. His features are natural, and 
there is a sweet smile resting upon his lips 
The flowers placed round him are nearly as 
fresh as when put there. He loved flowers 
, when he was alive, and I am very grateful 
to you for putting them in his coffin. His 
remains and shroud show that loving and 
careful hands placed him there in his long 
narrow resting place. Words cannot ex- 
press the gratitude we feel towards you, for 
your untiring and affectionate care to our 
dear absent one, and God will bless you for 
taking care of the needy. We did not know 
‘that he was dangerously sick, until we heard 
of his death; so the news was most unex- 
pected. It would have been a consolation 
to us if we could have taken care of him, 
and attended to even any of his wants; 
but that was impossible, and, as it is, we 
feel that he was as well cared for as he could 
have been at home. We thank God for 
raising him up a helper and comforter in 
time of sickness and death. * * * 

“My brother has just this mo- 
ment come from the post-office, with your 
kind letter of Your renewed sympa- 
thy and affectionate words call forth fresh 
gratitude. You have done all we can ask, 
for our dear Robert. One sentence alone 
gives us great consolation; it was this: 
‘I hope and trust he has gone to live 
with our Redeemer.’ That is all I wish. 
They are the most precious words you could 
have Epokee® 








~ SANITARY COMMISSION. 

The loyal thousands of the land who have 
contributed so liberally to the aid and sup- 
port of the United States Sanitary Commis- 
sion would be grafified and more than re- | 
paid could they see for a day the workings 
ot the Commission in this city. The thou- 
sands of our released men who have arrived 
here during the past and present month 
from Richmond and other rebel dangeons 
have been cared for in the most liberal 
manner, and their many wants supplied 
from its bountiful storehouses of articles not 
furnished by the Government. 

It is sometimes asked, ‘‘ How all the 
money of the Sanitary Commission is ex- 
pended?” The te of our returned 
prisoners will answer for the department of 
Annapolis Through the untiring efforts 
of Major C. F. Howes, of Massachusetts, 
an old army officer, and his energetic as- 
sistant, Mr. P. S. Schwrar, all are made as 
comfortable as it is possible to make men in 
their condition. But it is not only our re- 
turned prisoners who are the recipients of 
the bounty of the Commission. The sick 
and wounded in the hospitals are supplied 
with many delicacies and comforts that 
otherwise they would never see or know of, 
and that materially assist in relieving their 
sufferings. The Commission here works 
quietly and unostentatiously, but none the 
less energetically. It should be fostered 
by the friends of the soldier everywhere in 
the land, for all alike, and fromiyery state, 
have experienced its blessings. — Balto. 
American, March 11, 1863. 


LETTER FROM BEAUFORT. 
BY M. M. MARSH, M.D. 
March 2, 1865. 


For the last month, I have very little to 
communicate. 

Our work has been chiefly among the sick, 
left by General Sherman, at Savannah and 
Beautort, comprising about five thousand; 
which number, however, is rapidly reduced 
by the hospital boats, Barnes and Ben De 
Ford, conveying these diseased men (there 
are few wounded) as early as possible to a 
more salubrious clime. Usually the sick 
are retained in regimental or general hos- _ 
pitals until a removal is simply to secure a 
northern grave. Not so the policy of Gen- 
eral Sherman. As soon as a man sickens 
he is sent to the rear, and as soon as possi- 
ble thereafter, north. These men recover 
and return; and,“unlike some other com- 
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mands, there is no complaint, that ‘when 
aman goes north that is the last of him,” 
but there is, from these invalids and re- 
cruits, a constant accession in numbers. 
The soldiers of this armysee the immediate 
fruit of their labors, which doubtless ac- 
counts for their thbouuded devotion to the 
interests of this command. For certainly 
they are clothed and fed more poorly, and 
worked harder, than any body of troops I 
have seen. If commiserated, the soldier 
commonly replies, “ If our officers can stand 
it, we can.” The officers of this army do 
share with the soldier all his privations, and 
if it lightens not, it makes him willing to 
endure toil and suffering. 

~ During the month we have received two 
entire cargoes of sanitary supplies, by the 
steamer Uncas, and have distributed to the 
necessities of hospitals, to the various de- 
tachments of General Sherman’s army, ly- 
ing at Beaufort, awaiting his advent to the 
coast, and to patients going north upon hos- 
pital boats. This latter class have especial 
reason to bless the providence of the Sani- 
tary Commission. Thrown into hospital 
with clothing fit only to burn, and while 
there their respective commands ordered on 
the march, and no provision made by which 
they could draw a single article when they 
should come out of hospital, and the De- 
partment of the South unable or unwilling 
to issue to them, when the time came to 
return to their regiments, or to be transfer- 
red north, the Sanitary Commission was 
their only reliance, absolutely, in most 
cases, their only resource. Nor will this 
call cease while ‘“‘Sherman’s men’’,are in 
the department. Their officers have told 
me that not one-half the clothing which 
the men required was issued betore the 
march. . They assert that the same state of 
things existed before leaving Atlanta; and 
the appearance of the army fully justifies 
the assertion. Anovistus boasted to Caesar 
that some of his men had not been under 
a roof for fourteen years: this army can 
certainly rival the German’s in respect to 
clothing. There are constantly arriving, 
too, from the north numbers, temporarily 
waiting to rejoin their regiments, who are 
sent without any preparation, and for whom 
the Commission must provide. In addition, 
the small-pox hospital—which disease is just 
now rife—has made no inconsiderable de- 
mands upon us. A soldier is taken there, 
perhaps with a well-filled knapsack, blan- 
kets, and overcoat; all these, with all his 
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personal apparel, are burned; and, on leav- 
ing hospital, Government allows him for 
his three blankets, overcoat, dress parade 
suit, and his personal every day clothing, 
only one shint] one pair of stockings, one 
pair of pants, and a thin flannel blouse; 
and one who has served his country faith- 
fully, and escapes death from a disease 
which eminently reduces vitality, is turned 
out to the damp and piercing winds with 
this protection, inadequate for the most ro- 
bust, and hardy; and this is said to be by 
an order from the war-office. Certain, it is 
the practice, and the country ought to 
know it. 

These calls alone have made large drafts 
upon the Commission; but on the 25th 
ultimo we forwarded to Morehead City, 
N.C., by the steamer Uncas, to meet this 
roving army, an entire cargo of sanitary 
stores, in part composed of the following: 
200 bbls. pickles, 150 bbls. kraut, 6,000 
lbs. canned tomatoes, 3,000 Ibs. beef stock, 
4,200 lbs. canned milk, 600 bottles stimu- 
lants, 20 chests of tea, with coffee, sugar, 
butter, hams, cheese, 2,000 Ibs. dried apples 
and fruit, 150 bbls. soft crackers, and the 
the different farinaceous articles in propor- 
tion; with clothing consisting of 200 mili- 
tary overcoats, 200 prs. pants, 200 blouses 
and dress-coats, 1000 blankets, 37 cases 
woolen shirts, 23 cases of drawers, 17 cases 
of socks, 8,000 towels, 9,000 handkerchiefs, 
8 cases of cushions and pillows; and a cor- 
responding supply of the little but very ne- 
cessary articles of pins, needles, thread, &c., 
with stationery and postage stamps,—a 
necessity, from the fact that most of this 
working, conquering army have received 
no pay for more than eight months, whe- 
ther members of cabinet and Congress have 
or have not drawn their, monthly stipend. 
The above cargo, with one nearly equal in 
value, which we hope the Commission in 
New York will ship directly for Morehead 
City, will pretty fully meet the wants of 
these brave, intelligent men, of whom the 
West may well be proud; aud giving an 
elasticity of muscular fibre and feeling, 
which a recognition of services always in~ 
sures, will help them to accomplish that 
which they most desire, viz., to meet the 
strength of the rebellion, under him whom, 
inch by inch, they fought, from Chattanooga 
to Atlanta. For such men the country can- 
not do too much; and at this juncture the 
efficiency of this army, to anextent, depends 
upon the efforts of the Sanitary Commission. 
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BY F. A. S. PERRY. 
Herapquarters U.S. San. Com. 
IN THE Figup, Six MILES FROM Cove CREEK, 
March 11, 1865. 

Sir :—I have the honor to report, that 
for the past week my time has been occu- 
pied at Newbern and here, as follows: 

Last Sunday and Monday I was at New- 


bern, discharging the cargo of the Commis-. 


sion’s steamer Uncas. Tuesday we were 
engaged in storing away the same. Wed- 
nesday we packed stores for the front, put 
them aboard the cars, and came to this 
place, pitched our tent, and placed our 
stores under shelter. In doing all this we 
had very hard muscular work to perform, 
‘and since we arrived here we have been up 
late every night, issuing relief to our sick 
and wounded. 

It was the early hour of one o'clock 
Thursday morning when we reached this 
place, and, after three hours sleep in 
camp, were in readiness to commence work 
for the day. We first arranged our stores 
in tent, so as to be had when wanted, and 
took us about midday, when in came some 
seventy wounded from the front, to whom 
we rendered every assistance in our power. 
We pitched a tent for them, spread it with 
straw, and helped them in it, and furnished 


them with sacks and blankets, made them 


beef soup and’ coffee,.gave to such as were 
wounded in the feet socks, in the legs 
drawers, in the body shirts, and to all such 
as were dirty such articles of clothing as 
they were in need of. The beef soup and 
coffee were very timely, as the poor fellows 
had come seven miles in ambulances, over 
a dreadful road, and were weak and hungry. 
They blessed us over and over again, and 
will one day say to the people of the North, 
the Sanitary Commission has been a God- 
send to them. It was stormy through the 
day, and at night a heavy and chilly rain 
set in, and, but for the tent we gave them, 
they would have had none. They were de- 
pendent upon us for a change of clothing 
and for food, except hard-tack and salt 
pork. 

On Friday showers of rain fell, and 
‘the heaviest fighting at the front occurred ; 
but only some forty men of our wounded 
have yet come,in here. We served them 
as we did those of yesterday, and left them 
only as they fell asleep or sought it. At 
midnight [ set out upon horseback, with a 
quantity of stores for the 3d Division Hos- 
pital, at Gum Swamp, five miles distant, as 
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they were wanted for immediate relief. My 
path thither was alongside the railroad 
track, and was in some places so narrow 
my horse’s hoofs would strike the sleepers, 
so close did I have to ride to the track, 

from fear of my horse falling into the deep 
ravine which runs from here all the way to 
Gum Swamp. When half way up, my horse 
became restive, and backed down into the 
ravine, there some eight feet deep, and half 
full of mud and water, but did not dismount 
me. My horse became more restive than 
ever, and, as I reined him up the steep bank, 
he stood upon his haunches and leaped, tak- 
ing me through a margin of thick bush, and, 
leaping again, stumbled and fell with me to 
the ground, doing me no injury, further 
than maiming me a little. Upon reaching 
Gum Swamp, I found the hospital there 
more than full of wounded patients, and in 
immediate want of the stimulants and beef 
stock brought them, and greatly in need of 
blankets and other things I had not with 


| me. I therefore slept upon the ground be- 


side a blazing fire, with nothing but two 
rails underneath and the canopy of heaven 
above. 

Saturday morning, as early as seven — 
o'clock, I left Gum Swamp and returned 
upon foot, without having had a mite of 
breakfast, and reached here in about two 
hours after. No wounded have come in to- 
day, and our issues have been small, so I 
have had time for rest. 


A MAJOR’S OPINION OF THE SOLDIERS’ HOME 
AT COLUMDUS, OHIO. 


CoLumBus, OxI0, 
March 1, 1865. 
My DEAR FRIEND :—Being detained in ~ 
this city tor four hours to-day, by missing 
the Crestline train, I thought I could spend 
my. time profitably in visiting the Soldiers’ 
Home, a large and commodious building 
erected by that truly patriotic and national 
organization, the United States Sanitary 
Commission. The building is only a few 
yards from the depot, and the sick or 
wounded soldier needs no direction to find 
it, for a large, conspicuous sign informs all 
that it is the Soldiers’ Home; and, on 
entering, I assure you I found it to be such. 
[entered a large sitting-room, where I found 
about sixty returned prisoners sitting com- 
fortably around a glowing stove, and recit- 
ing to a few listeners their thrilling stories 
of | outrage and wrong, that make us blush 

for our kind south of Mason and Dixon. 
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To the left of the entrance was a large hall, 
with long, cleanly spread tables, on which 
was loaded an abundance of that wholesome 
food for which these noble fellows had pined 
during their gloomy captivity. But now 
“they were in God’s country,” as they 
called the North; and I felt, as I gazed on 
these provisions made for their comfort by 
the voluntary contributions of our citizens, 
that they were also ‘amongst God’s peo- 
ple.” One of the officers of the Commis- 
sion took me into the comfortable little hos- 
pital attached to the “ Home,” where I saw 
rows of neat, clean cots, and on each was 
stretched the pale, emaciated form of a re- 
turned prisoner. Poor fellows! no tongue 
can tell their sufferings while in the hands 
of “the chivalry;” and, although I have 
seen the reality myself, [ listened with re- 
newed interest, and, as I heard some touch- 
ing story from the lips of a worn-down, 
ghastly looking soldier, once a strong and 
stalwart youth, I could not hold back the 
_tears of sympathy, while the fires. of indig- 
nation burned afresh against our more than 
barbarous foe. But here, in the cozy 
“ Home,”’ there was a quiet feeling of hap- 
piness. Kind hands were here to minister, 
and a hundred comforts assured them that 
their prolonged captivity was not caused by 
a lack of interest on the part of the Amer- 
ican people. They fully appreciated the 
philanthropy of the Sanitary Commission ; 
and I heard many repeat the oft-quoted 
phrase, ‘‘God bless the ladies.” I under- 
stand these poor fellows will be forwarded 
to their homes to-morrow, and their places 
will be occupied by others coming on. I 
assure you, my friend, my heart went out 
towards this noble organization, and I know 
every true soldier blesses it. 

The Legislature is in session here, but 
my visit to the Home prevented my going 
to see the State-House. I hope to see you 


soon. With best wishes, believe me 
Faithfully your friend,. 
| oA Ese Gs 
“SANITARY SUPPLIES FOR THE SOULS OF 


SOLDIERS.” 

An editorial in the New York Odserver 
of 23d inst., under the above caption, seems 
to require a notice and reply, as follows: 

The U. 8. Sanitary Commission has never 
purchased a dollar’s worth of Unitarian or 
Universalist literature for the army; but 

_Such literature having been sent to it for dis- 
Vou. I. No. 35 70 " 
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tribution, and some of our soldiers, having a 


_ preference for that kind of reading, the Com- 


missson, as a national organization, had no 
right to determine that they should not read 
what had been sent. The ranks of our army 
are not filled up exclusively by orthodox or 
evangelical Christians ; there are tens of thou- 
sands who do not believe as most Christians 
do,'and whose convictions are just as firm and 
as honest as ours are, and we have no right 
to attempt to control their choice, unless 
we can furnish them with what we think is 
better. The “boys” in the army, (as some 
are pleased to call our soldiers,) are eager 
for reading matter, and if the Church 
does not supply the kind of reading that 
is best for them, through this largest and 
most efficient agency within reach of the 
people and the army, we have no right 
to complain that the men seek other 
kind of reading. If we would flood the 
Sanitary Commission with a stream of 
gospel itruth, in‘ the form of good books, 
bibles, &é., it would flow through every 
camp and hospital in the land, for the heal- 
ing of the nation. The Church, however, 
has not done this. It has noti availed 
itself of the providential advantages that 
were thrown in its way. The Sanitary 
Commission has appealed to them again 
and again for religious literature, but the 
supply hag been small. Soon after the 
Christian Commission came into being, it 
was welcomed by the Sanitary Commis- 
sion, by whom the proposition was made 
to transfer the whole matter of receiv- 
ing and distributing religious reading to 
them, as well as the matter of religious 
teaching, provided that the Sanitary Com- 
mission should be allowed to act as the 
channel for all the stores that might be 
contributed by the people. Had such an 
arrangement been made, the agents of both 
Commissions would have had a common 
storehouse for supplies, and a common store- 
house for reading matter, and a union and 
fellowship of interest and labor would have 
been seen, such as the world has never 
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yet seen; but the offer was declined. The | 


Christian Commission claimed to be the 
representative of the Christian sentiment 
of the people, and by this act of refusal 
to cooperate have placed that sentiment 
below, as we think, its normal and actual 
standard. The Sanitary Commission was 
thus compelled either to ignore its broad, 
catholic principles, or to continue before the 
‘country as an unbiased, free, and universal 
channel for whatever the people might send 
tothe army. The wants of the soldier must 
be met; the nation demands it. His moral 
and spiritual, as well as his physical wants 
must be met. The Church by its immediate 
agency or by its assumed representative, the 
Christian Commission, has not met the emer- 
gency, by supplying the reading and supple- 
menting the chaplaincy, as its sole and hon- 
ored calling, aad hence must bear the respon- 
sibility of the evil now complained cf. It was 
in its power to have controlled by an over- 
whelming influence this whole question, so 
far as national organizations were concerned. 
It did not, however, measure up to the de- 
mands of the hour, and has lost the grandest 
advantage that ever opened before a Christ- 


ian organization. The record of the Sani- 


tary Commission is clear upon this subjects 


While it has never assumed to teach reli- 
gion in either of its distinctive forms, and 
while it has never published oggcontributed 
to the publication of Unitarian or Univer- 
salist literature, it has published by tens of 


thousands, hymns from our choicest Christ- , 


ian selections, and psalms, commandments, 
and prayers, such as are commonly used in 
all our Sabbath and domestic services. 
These have been circulated by authority in 
ali parts of the army, while no strictly de- 
aominational literature has ever been offi- 
cially recognized. It could not have done 
otherwise. The grand spirit of Christian 
charity, and the noble expression of Christian 
benevolence that crown this age with the 
richest honor for the past, and promise for 
the future, would not have been satisfied 
with any narrower ground. 
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The only remedy now available for the 
evil complained of by the Observer, is for 
the Church to gird up its loins and go into 
the work, in connection with the Sanitary 
Commission—to use this organization for 
the free and abundant. employment of our 
Christian literature. It will be gladly re- 
ceived and diligently circulated, This in- 
stitution is acknowledged to be the broadest, 
grandest, and most comprehensive instru- 
ment known to the world, for reaching all 
parts of the army; and, as its storehouses 
are open for Christian books, and its agents 
are ready to receive them, and the soldiers 
are anxious to read them, the Church is 
recreant to its obligation, in not using such 
an opportunity for extended usefulness. 
The Managers of the Commission have 
never authorized its agents to call for such 
reading as the Observer objects to; they call 
upon whomsoever will give, and the Church 
cannot afford to be less liberal in giving than 
those whom the Church ignores. On the 
other hand, the Managers have objected by 
vote to proprositions from associations that 
are named by the Observer, to allow their 
missionaries to use the Commission as a ve- 
hicle for promoting their denominational in- 
terests. The Observer thinks the ‘“‘ Commis- 
sion should decline altogether the work of 
circulating religious reading,” rather than 
subject itself to objection on such grounds. 
It is submitted again, that the Commission, 
foreseeing the evils of a division of interest, 
proposed the only remedy to the Christian 
Commission, but they, declining to accept 
the exclusive work of supplying the army 
with religious books, have unintentionally 
assumed the burden of the evil of which 
complaint is now made. The remedy is 
with the people. The last paragraph in the. 
Observer’s article points to this remedy ;— 
it is, that Christians “put forth vastly aug- 
mented efforts.” Let these efforts be in 
the direction, not of opposition to the 
Sanitary Commission, but efforts which 
shall embrace this most efficient and com- 
prehensive agency, that opens its doors for 
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all the contributions that may be given, and 
offers its aid in the scattering of every tract 
or Testament that may be placed at its dis- 
posal. This question must be met—fairly 
met. If the churches and the religious 
press can afford to say that the Sanitary 
Commission is not a Christian commission 
as well, they can afford to ignore tens of 
thousands of their church members and 
subscribers, who are identified with its in- 
terests, and who will continue to be, while 
it is in existence. It has been sustained 
hitherto by the Christianity of the land 
as a Christian work; ‘it has been peculiarly 
prospered and blessed by a Providential 
guidance, which is cause for constant 
thanksgiving. We would say, then, to 
those who offer these objections, mark well 
the paths of your feet, that all your ways 
- may be established. Remember the beam, 
before striking at the mote. 


METHODIST EPISCOPAL CONFERENCE, 


Remarks by Doctor Joseph Parrish, of 
the U. S. Sanitary Commission, before 
the Philadelphia Conference, of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, March 23,1865. 
Reported for the Bulletin. 


Mr. PresrpEent :—I have to thank this 
Conference for the opportunity thus af- 
forded me to speak for a few moments, es- 
pecially as the opportunity was not only 
unsought by myself, but unthought of until 
the propopition came voluntarily from this 
body. I receive your invitation as another 
evidence of the fraternal interest you have 
frequently manifested towards me on former 
occasions, and while I heartily appreciate it, 
I desire in any way that I can, to reciprocate 
it. It is also another evidence of the inter- 
est you feel in promoting the works of 
humanity, and of knowing the whole truth 
as to what is being done by the people for 
our army and navy; and for this I offer 
you especial thanks. I want to say to you 
a few words about the United States Sani- 
tary Commission, not because I want to di- 
vert your attention from other interests, but 
simply that you may know what you do 
not now know about that Commission. It 
was instituted very soon after the commence- 
ment of this war, and one of its character- 
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istics is, that it is a mixed Commission. 
it knows no denomination. It recognizes 
no race. It believes in no party lines, and 
its action covers the entire territory of the 
United States, regardless of all differences 
of opinion, and of all sects. In that respect 
it differs from some other organizations. 

As to the extent of this work, I have only 
to say that having been appointed by the 
President of the United States and the 
Secretary of War, at the request of the 
Surgeon General, it felt it to be its 
duty to go wherever the army and navy 
went. If you will begin at Washing- 
ton, and run down the Potomac and all 
along the coast, till you get to the Florida 
Keys, then come up the Gulf coast and fol- 
low it to the mouth of the Rio Grande, and 
starting again at New Orleans up the Missis- 
sippi to the mouth of the Ohio, and go 
westward and eastward to St. Louis, and Cin- 
cinnati, and Pittsburg, you have a line coy- 
ering over four thousand miles of extent, 
which the Sanitary Commission has tray- 
ersed with its stores and agents, and where 
it is now represented by some of its agencies 
at garrisons, ports, camps and hospitals. 
If you will then begin at Harper’s Ferry, 
and follow Sheridan in his march through 
the Valley, you will find the work of this 
Commission represented in every foot of 
that march, and its relief afforded in every 
battle. If you will begin with the noble 
Sherman, when he started from Chatta- 
nooga, nof on a grand march, but on his 
quiet promenade across all those states, till 
he came to the coast, you will find all 
along his journey, the Sanitary Commission 
accompanying him, with its agents and 
stores. When he reached Savannah and 
Charleston, he was met also by the agents. 
of this Commission, with their storehouses. 
all supplied. And if you will go for a 
little while in tront of Petersburg, among. 
the trenches and hospitals there, you will; 
find the same work of busy care for present, 
and active preparation for anticipated wants. 
I run over this, simply to show the extent of 
the field of service occupied by the Gom- 
mission. ° 

We have also a large home work,. with 
ten thousand women all through the North- 
ern states, as an available army, engaged 
in vartous churches and communities, not in 
gathering money simply, to be sent to our: 
treasury, but in gathering stores as.well, to, 
be sent to our depots of collection. and dis. 
tribution. 
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You will ask, very naturally, ‘ How 
are these goods distributed ?”’ The question 
comes up here as to the voluntary system 
and the paid system of distribution. Our 
people, in some places, have an idea, and pro- 
bably some of this Conference sympathize 
with that idea, that the surgeons and even 
the chaplains are accused of appropriating 
the stores intended for the soldiers for 
their own use. Now, I don’t believe that 
our chaplains are that class of men. I 
don’t believe the surgeons and officers of the 
American army are made of such stuff, that 
they will take the contributions of the 
people, and withold them from thé soldiers 
for whom they are intended. But the sys- 
tem of distributing these goods in the hos- 
pitals and the trenches by the agents, who 
are paid, or distributing them in the hos- 
pitals by surgeons, who make requisitions 
for them, is a question which interests the 
people, and about which they ought to 
know. 

The voluntary system is a grand sys- 
tem. It brings into the service hun- 
dreds and thousands of men, from the pul- 
pits and colleges of the North, and puts 
them right alongside the soldiers in the hos- 
pitals, and in personal sympathy with them. 
They no doubt do good there, and when 
they come home they do good by stirring 
up the people in behalf of the soldiers ; 
but as a question of economy, and effi- 
ciency, it is very doubtful in experience. 
The Sanitary Commission, I am thankful 
to say, employs agents in the field, pays 
them a reasonable compensation for their 
service, and keeps them at it. We would 
just as soon expect to receive them for no- 
thing, as a reliable force, as we would ex- 
pect to see the government calling upon its 
citizens to go down for a month or so to try 
the battle-field, and come back to be ex- 
changed for others who would do a similar 
amount of service, on the same gratuitous 
terms, and busy themselves gathering new 
recruits for the same voluntary employment. 

I will not detain you with incidents of this 
field-service, to excite your sympathies, and 
awaken your responses, for of these there 
are more than Ican tell. You do not need 
this. Your patriotism is all alive, your 
hearts are all aglow with noble impulses, 
and I know [ need not attempt to add to 
the inspiration you already feel; but I be- 
lieve there is solid sense enough in this Con- 
ference to take hold of this great question 
in all its solemn weight and importance, and 
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measure it in its vast proportions ; and while 
time will not allow me to do more than 
glance at the surface of the work, I must 
call to your notice one phase of it done 
by the Sanitary Commission that nobody 
else does, that the Christian Commission, or 
the government does not, and that would not 
be done, but for the Sanitary Commission. 
While we are sitting here to-day, there 
are thousands of soldiers—to say nothing of 
those who are in the hospitals, and who are 
otherwise disabled from efficient service— 
who are in transitu from their homes to the 
field, and from their regiments to their 
homes, on furlough, who need to be fed and 
lodged, and to be provided for, personally, 
in various ways, who have their claims upon 
the government for back pay, bounty, prize 
money, &c. Also, thousands of widows all 
through the land, who have similar claims 
against the government; and who, if it were 
not for some benevolent agency in their be- 
half, like the Sanitary Commission, would 
fall into the hands of sharpers, and be de- 
prived of a great’ portion of their money. 
Kvery day there are from five to ten thou- 
sand soldiers fed and lodged, and having 
their claims against the government collect- 
ed, free of charge, who are kept out of rum- 
shops, and drawn away from other sources of 
temptation and evil, and directed on their 
pathway home. In this city there is to-day, 
in the office at 1307 Chestnut street, a crowd 
of soldiers and soldiers families, who are there 
to receive direction and guidance. An hun- 
dred aday, on anaverage, present their claims 
upon the government through that office 
alone for back pay, prize money, &c.; and 
as Many more come, wanting little personal 
attentions and guidance. Then, all through 
the trains along the western routes, and up 
through our great throughfare, from Wash- 
ington to New York, are hospital cars at- 
tached to the trains, when needed for car- 
rying the sick to the hospitals of the Hast 
and North; and three times a week a phy- 
sician is always on the train from Wash- 
ington to New York, ready to administer 
medicine and necessary luxuries to those: 
sick and wounded soldiers who may need 
them. And all this is free of expense to 
the soldiers. ‘The money expended for 
this purpose comes from the great loyal 
heart of the American people. Now, as 
a conference of ministers, representing a 
great church, you will very naturally ask 
of this Commission, which has spent ten 
million dollars worth of supplies upon the 
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army, within the past four years,—this 
Commission, which covers so great an ex- 
tent of territory, that has at hand such won- 
derful resources, Does it carry the gospel 
to the soldiers? The popular sentiment 
is that it does not. If you will tell me 
what the gospel is, in your judgment, then, 
perhaps, 1 will be enabled to answer the 
question a little more definitely. If by 
carrying the gospel is meant carrying simply 
methodism, presbyterianism, or any other 
ism in the shape of dogmas and preach- 
ing, then the Sanitary Commission don’t 
do it. It recognizes, I said, no race, 
no degree, no denomination, but it goes 
with the love and example of Christ, carry- 
ing comforts personally to the men who are 
fighting the battles of our country. It does 
that kind of work without stint, and none 
work so efficiently in its behalf as the min- 
isters of the gospel themselves, and in no 
strictly ministerial service do they do more 
or better preaching than in these deeds of 
- mercy. : 

J would’ not appeal to so low a motive as 
the Methodism of this body to enlist its 
sympathy on behalf of the soldiers. I 
would appeal rather to its high, noble 
Christianity, and ask it to recognize in our 
efforts the hand of the Almighty leading 
a great people to the performance of the 
noblest Christian charities that a nation 
was ever called to perform. How can 
you look upon this vast work and be in- 
different to its success? Can the church 
afford to say that it will not give it a helping 
hand? that it will not aid this well planned 
scheme of benevolence, and assist its well 
directed instrumentality which the people 
have so generally employed to attain a hu- 
mane and Christian object ? 

It was my privilege during part of last 
summer to have charge of the work of the 
Sanitary Commission in the armies ope- 
rating against Richmond. We had seventy 
ministers and theological students employed 
in our service; not fora few weeks at a 
time, but month after month; some of them 
laying down their lives, in going from bed 
to bed, and from intrenchment to intrench- 
ment, administering comfort, temporal and 
spiritual, to the soldiers there. 1 mention 
these things in order to secure the judg- 
ment of this Conference in favor of the de- 
claration that this work is a Christian work. 
I do this because an effort has been made, 
and is now being made, to prove that it is 
nota Christian work. But I feel sure that 
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this body of Christian ministers are not pre- 
pared to endorse such a sentiment. 

I have been asked (and I confess that I ap- 
proach the subject with some delicacy, be- 
cause I know that I may come in contact with 
the sympathies of a great many men whom 
I love), 1 have been asked to state distinctly 
to this body what is the relation of the U. 
S. Sanitary Commission with the Chystian 
Commission. I do it frankly, in a ylain, 
honest, Christian spirit, as I trust. The 
Sanitary Commission was the first-born child 
of benevolence in a national form, which 
this country knew after the outbreak of 
After it was organized, 
planned, and in full operation, the Christian 
Commission, its young and vigorous sister, 
came into the field likewise. We received 
her with open arms, and said, Come, let us 
work together. We made the official pro- 
po-ition,—Come, let us work together,—let 
us go hand in hand, and heart to heart into 
this magnificent field, and do whatsoever our 


- hands find to doin this behalf; and in order 


that there may be no collision you shall 
share our supplies, and we will share of 
your Bibles, Testaments, and tracts. and 
both lend our time and strength to the 
cause of God and the Union. Let us do 
the hard, grinding toil of carrying the 
boxes, and wheeling the barrels, and feed- 
ing and dressing. the soldiers, and let your 
duties be that of administering to their 
spiritual wants. That was the official propo- 
sition made to these brethren. What was 
the answer? ‘No.’ And so we went on 
with the work, each of us doing what we 
could. Again the proposition was made, 
and again declined. Perhaps it is well that 
it was declined. Perhaps there is much 
more interest created in the country by 
having two agencies. Perhaps there are 
larger® contributions by the people, and 
though it may be well, in this respect, ex- 


\perience has proved that it is not economi- 


cal. But as we can’t have this unity of 
action in one direction, or through one chan- 
nel, let us have unity of feeling and concord, 
and let us go on with this work to the end. 
(Applause.) 

1 don’t believe as some do that the war- 
is going to be stopped in ten days or 
two weeks. I believe there are deeper 
issues at stake than can be settled in so 
short a time. An army of five hundred 
thousand men cannot be disbanded in a few 
days. An army of one hundred thousand 
or more disabled men cannot find employ- 
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ment in so short a season. The thou- 
sands who are now in the hospitals, and 
such as are about to be discharged, cannot 
come back and take to their old industrial 
pursuits at once. We must therefore 
keep up our organization, which looks 
to the welfare of men so situated. Such 
is now the programme which is laid out 
unger the direction of the Sanitary Com- 
mission. For this purpose Annapolis 
alone, with its wasted and starving pris- 
oners is enough to engage the labor and 
sympathy of the country for a long time, 
and here the Commission has done an im- 
meuse work. Oh, if I could only infuse 
into this Conference the spirit that was 
manifested by a poor widow woman at An- 
napolis, the other day, who went down 
there in search of her son, who had been 


taken prisoner, and who had died in Ander-. 


sonville, [ know that you would be the bet- 
ter for the inspiration. She said to some 
of his comrades at Annapolis, on their re- 
turn, ‘‘Have you seen my George ?’’ 
‘“‘' Ves, [ saw George,” said a former associ- 
ate of her son’s, “I saw George carried out 
of prison in Andersonville, dead.” ‘Oh 
no,” said she; “ George can’t bedead. My 
George is not dead.”’ And as the next boat 
came up to the wharf, and the poor fellows 
from the Southern dungeons walked out 
with their skeleton faces staring upon free- 
dom again, and their feeble limbs totter- 
tering homeward, every man looking like 
every other man, so that you could scarce- 
ly distinguish them, she stood anxiously at 
the plank, and gazed into the eyes of each 
one that passed, hoping to find her George; 
and she did not leave when all the living 
had landed, but waited till the dead were 
carried off on stretchers, and as each corpse 
was brought out she lifted up the sheet that 
covered it, and gazed at the face Hoping 
yet to recognize her son; but still it was 
not George. Having seen the whole num- 
ber, she came to the conclusion that 
George had really died in Andersonville, 
and then, with the noble impulse of a noble 
American woman, she said, “ Well, vt ts no 
matter, they are ali Georges to me, and in- 
stead of grieving and lamenting I will go 
into these hospitals and take care of every 
one of them, just as [ would of George.” 
(Applause.) : 

That is the spirit that actuates the women 
of this land. That is the spirit that ought 
to actuate every man in this land; a spirit 
of universal sympathy, a spirit unfettered 
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by name or rank.. When our denomina- 
tional preferences rise up to hinder us in our 
labors, we should banish them for the broader 
and truer love of God and humanity, and 
reach our hands out to every man that fights 
under our flag, be he black or white, Ameri- 
can or foreigner. So long as he has the blue 
uniform on his back and the brass buttons 
on his coat, and marches under the broad 
standard of liberty, he should be recognized 
as a brother and friend. (Applause.) 
Now then, Christian brethren, let us think 
this thing over; and no matter whether we 
be pledged to this or that charity, let us re- 
member that the Sanitary Commission is a 
universal Christian charity, such as the 
world has never before witnessed. It oc-¢\ 
curs to my mind here that when I last saw 
this Conference two years ago, you little 
thought at that time, when under circum- 
stances which you will all remember, there 
was a spirit of fear and trembling passed 
over this body, when a few little children 
stood up before you to sing a hymn of praise 
to God to the tune of “Old John Brown ;” 
that you yourselves during this Confer- 
ence would rise up with the same tune 
on your lips to sing the battle cry of the 
Republic beginning with 
“‘ Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the 
Lord ;” 
and each verse ending with the stirring re- 
frain . 


“ The truth is marching on.” 


And two years from this day you will be 
astonished on reviewing the past to see 
the conquests that truth shall have made 
in the church and out of the church. The. 
truth is marching on, and God is marching 
on. hae 

All I have to say now is that you remem- 
ber this work, that it is a Christian work, 
and when you hear people say that it is not, 
do not stop to argue the question. Take 
the example of our blessed Master, who 
went about doing good to all, and compare 
that with the work of this Commission and 

settle the question for yourselves. ; 

Rey. 8. W. Thomas desired to know how 
ministers of the gospel would offer their 
services to the Commission, and also how 
soldiers obtained their pensions through the 
Sanitary Commission. 

Dr. Parrish said, that if any members of 
this Conference desired to work in behalf 
of the army, through the Sanitary Com- | 
mission, or desire to go to the front, that 
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they could do so by sending their names 
and residence to him, and if there should 


be an emergency requiring the service of. 


such men they would soon be called upon. 
Passes will be furnished at Philadelphia, and 
the way will be opened for doing much good. 
They would have the privilege of living in 
tents, eating hard tack and bacon, and going 

about doing good, like their Master did 
before them. 

Rey. Mr. Neill inquired as‘ to the man- 
ner of procuring pensions and back pay 
through the Sanitary Commission. 

Dr. Parrish said there are offices in this 
city, and in all the principal cities, where 
all claims against the government are col- 
lected without cost to the soldier or his 
friends. In this connection he stated a case 
of a widow whose husband had died in the 
war, and who had a claim against the gov- 
ernment. Not knowing how to collect it, 
she went to a. lawyer who charged her two- 
thirds of the whole amount that was coming 

to her. A widow applying for money due 
her must give a satisfactory voucher as to 
her marriage and identity, stating the name 
of her husband, the company and regiment 
to which he was attached, and other neces- 
sary informatian. It is of course necessary 
that strict attention be paid to the details, to 
protect the Commission and the government 
against fraud. We have published a little 
book called the Soldier’s Friend, which is to 
be had at. the offices of the Commission ; 
which book contains the necessary directions 
for all these matters, and a copy which is 
on the stand for each member of the body. 

Dr. Parrish thanked the Conference for the 
kind attention with which they had listened 
to his remarks, and retired from the stand 
amid the congratulations of the members. 
A resolution of thanks was passed for his 
address, and of commendation of the cause. 


EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER OF DR. C. R. 
AGNEW, OF U. S. SAN. COMMISSION. 


Witmineton, N. C., March 20, 1865. 
The returned prisoners sent number about 


9,000. Of these, 6,000, the less famished, 
‘have been sent North. General Abbott, 
who receives them in exchange, just told me 
that language would utterly fail to describe 
their condition. Filth, rags, nakedness, 
starvation were\personified in their con- 
dition. Many of the men were in a state of 
mind resembling idiocy, unable to tell their 
names, and lost to all sense of modesty, un- 
conscious of their nakedness and personal 
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condition ; some of them moving about on 
their hands and knees, unable to stand 
upon their gangrenous feet, looked up like 
hungry dogs, beseeching the observer for a 
bite of bread or a sup of water. Some of 
them hitched along on their hands and 
buttocks, pushing gangrenous feet, literally 
reduced to bone and threads, before them. 
Others leaned upon staves, and gazed from 
sunken eyes thiough the parchment Kke 
slits of their open eyelids into space, with- 
out having the power to fix an intelligent 
gaze upon passing objects. Others giggled 
and smirked and hobbled like starved idiots, 
while some adamantine figures walked erect, 
as though they meant to move the skeleton 
homewards, so long as vitality enough re- 
mained ‘to enable them to do so. To see 
the men who remain here in the hospitals, 
would move a heart as hard and cold as 
marble. Their arms and legs look like 
coarse reeds, with bulbous joints, and their 
faces as though a skilful taxideimist had 
drawn tanned skin over the bare skull, and 
then placed false eyes in the orbital cavities. 
They defy description. It would take a 
pen expert in the use of every term known 
to the anatomist and physician, to begin to 
explain their fearfnl condition. “ May 
God, in his mercy, forgive our enemies.” 


WOMAN’S CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF RELIEF. 
GLEANINGS.—NO. IX. 


Will our Auxiliary Societies be kind 
enough to send us their names, and the 
names of their Presidents and Secretaries, 
before the Ist of May? And will those 
who have already done so, during the past 
year, be good enough to repeat it, as we 
want to make our list complete up to the 
latest dates. Awailiary Societies are de- 
fined in a previous article as “those who, 
by vote, bind themselves to work exclu- 
sively through our agency.” Those socie- 
ties, however, who do this, without having 
gone through the formality of voting, may 
be entered upon the list as auxiliaries. 

In this connection we cannot forbear 
speaking of the pleasure we have recently 
had in welcoming to our ranks the “ Sol- 
diers’ Aid Society” of Rochester. For 
years this great centre has been one of our 
‘most valuable contributors, and we may well 
feel gratified at this unsolicited expression 
of confidence from a society so large, so 
flourishing, and of such marked efficiency 
as that of the “Rochester Soldiers’ Aid 
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Society.” The letter, lately received, says: 
‘‘We have held our meeting, and the mo- 
tion for an auxiliaryship to the Woman’s 
Central Relief Association was carried unan- 
imously. The change seems, at first view, 
merely in form, we were sv closely connect- 
ed with you before—and yet it is more than 
this. There is.a great difference between 
contributing to the Sanitary Commission 
from month to month at pleasure, and iden- 
tifying ourselves with it. The latter gives 
us a more fixed character, moulds us into a 
more definite shape, in other words, precip- 
itates us into a Sanitary crystal. We talk 
Sanitary Commission now in more decided 
words and tones than before, and the decided 
and general satisfaction evinced, although 
I had felt that we were ready for the move- 
ment, exceds even my anticipations.”’ 

While looking for the letter from which 
to make the above extract, we happened 
upon, and stopped to read over for perhaps 
the twentieth time, a little package of let- 
ters, now lying on the table beside us. It 
is an unassuming little package, held loosely 
together by an elastic strap, the letters them- 
selves seeming never to have been either 
folded, or filed, or pasted, or spiled, but re- 
taining each its individual post office char- 
acter. Should you ask to what department 
these letters belong, and whether you might 
not endorse, and put them away, we should 
answer that they don’t “belong” anywhere, 
and that they are never put away. The fact 
is that we like to keep them always in sight, 
and think we value them none the less for 
not having the business-like look of other 
correspondence. And, at the close of one 
of our “statistical”? days,—so called because 
spent in poring over figures, balancing ac- 
counts, or making up reports,—when eyes 
and brain are weary, there are some of us 
who think—it may be only a fancy—that 
there is a talismanic charm about the little 
package, a charm which dispels fatigue, and 
brings rest and renewed strength. 

The busy, bustling day’s work is over, 
and we may hope for a quiet half hour be- 
fore going home. Take this seat, here by 
the desk, and let us read, over the little 
package together. This first letter is from 
one of our old correspondents. Struggling 
with ill health she has still kept on with 
the work until this year, and now writes to’ 
say how much she regrets that increased 
feebleness obliges her to cease every active 
effort. We want to thank her again for 
that unreserved expression of confidence in 


The Sanitary Commission Bulletin. 


the Sanitary Commission, for her words of 
personal sympathy, and for the little glimpse 
of home-life, so simply told: “ I have three 
little girls,” she writes, ‘‘ who, for a while, 
have been denying themselves sugar at the 
table, on articles of food where they. most 
desired it, and the money they have raised 
by this means has been called their ‘soldier 
money.’ In the box, which will I hope soon 
reach you, you will "find sago, tapioca, Xe., 
for the hospitals, provided. by these little 
girls with their well-earned money, and af- 
fording them the sincerest pleasure, I as- 
sure you. The lint and bandages have been 
made, and the bundle of cotton and linen 
washed and ironed with their own hands. 
May some suffering hero find even half the 
comfort in these articles, which the little 
girls have found in their preparation.” 

God bless the children! Could the sol- 
dier, slowly recovering from fever in some 
distant hospital, but know of the three little 
hearts, beating so warmly for him, of the six 
little hands, ministering so tenderly to his 
comfort, we think it would put new life into 
the worn-out body, and homesick heart— 
would make him feel that he was not alone, 
while the love of these little children remain- 
ed with him, a love sealed by sacrifice. 

A little note drops out of the package ; 
merely two or three lines, of very familiar 
handwriting, which came with a pair of » 
socks. They are the one hundred and 
thirty-fourth pair knit and’ sent us by an 
old lady in her seventy-fourth year. Those — 
two letters may lie together. Surely, this 
must be a blessed work, to be so sanctified 
by the gifts of childhood and old age. 

The third letter, from a private in hos- . 
pital at Germantown, was brought us by the 
mother herself. She had not heard from 
her boy for ten weeks, since this, his last 
letter—no answer to her letter; and “he 
had always been so good about writing— 
would we write to the surgeon for her? for 
perhaps, Miss, they might answer a letter 
from you, with the printing at the top of it, 
sooner than they would my poor writing.” 
We give the letter, word for word, as it lies 
open before us :— ; 

“U, S$. Hospirat, GprMaNntTown, 
December 23, 1864. \ 

“My pEAR Moruer :—I hope you got 
home safe from here, and that your health 
is better than when you were here. My 
health is very poor, but I hope it will soon 
improve. I have fretted about the loss I 
came to, not on my own account, but on 
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your account. When I paid my money on 
that place I thought I would have a home 
for you in your old age; but God forgive 
them that cheated me out of my deeds. 
Dear mother, keep up your heart; if I am 
spared to come home, I will make you 
happy and comfortable. Yet I would ad- 
vise you to stop in New York, as you belong 
to it, and when my time is up I will claim 
you—if I don’t make up my mind to join 
the army again, if there is another call for 
men. But don’t be angry, if I say I love 
my country’s cause, and the dear old flag, 
I may say, better. Do you blame me for 
doing so? Although I have a ball in my 
cheek, it will not stop me from facing the 
enemy; and, dear mother, if I should fall, 
- you live in a noble country. It will not let 
you want, as you will be entitled to a pen- 
sion. Dear mother, I hope you will be 
praying for me, and I hope I will soon be 
enabled to rally round our dear old flag 
once again; and don’t be afraid, but we will 
- shout the battle cry of freedom. © 

“7 must conclude; and remain 


“‘ Your affectionate son until death, 
“ 


) 
“Co. A, 140th Regt. N. Y. Vols.” 


There may be many letters coming home, 
day after day, from camp and hospital, as 
simple and as true as this is; but we do not 
remember seeing one more noble in spirit, 
or which breathed a stronger love of coun- 
try, united with such tender filial affection, 
as shown in these rough, untutored lines, 
from the boy in the hospital to his widowed 
mother at home. And so our soldiers fight 
and fall. Thank God, that we are permit- 
ted to do something for such men as these— 
let us pray that we may be faithful to the 
privilege and to the trust. | 

We will read no more to-day. Fold up 
the letters; slip them under the strap. Lie 
there little package—your charm is still un- 
broken; for are we not rested, and is not 
our strength renewed ? 

For the Committee on Correspondence. 


Louisa Ler ScHUYLER, 
Chairman. 








New York, 7 Cooprr Union, 
March 24, 1865. \ 


THE GREAT SANITARY FAIR. 
FINAL REPORT OF THE PROCEEDS—MORE 
THAN A MILLION DOLLARS MADE. 

We have received the following docu- 


ments, showing the results of the Great 
Philadelphia Fair: 


PHILADELPHIA AGENCY, 
No. 1307 Cusstnur St., March 24, 1864. 


To the Editor of the Press: 


Unirep States Sanitary Commission, | 


Siz :—I beg leave to encloge to you co- 
pies of the receipt by the Treasurer of the 
United States Sanitary Commission, and the 
letter of the President of the Commission, 


to John Welsh, Esq., showing the fruits of 


the Fair, and the acknowledgments of the 
Commission to the Philadelphia gentlemen 
who conducted it. 

Subject to the receipt of final reports 
from some of the committees, the work of 
the Fair is now closed; and the Sanitary 
Commission acknowledge gratefully your 
active and valuable aid in attaining the re- 
sults now realized. 

Very respectfully yours, 


HorACE BINNEY, JR., 
Chairman of Executive Committee of Philadelphia Asso- 
ciates of the United Siates Sanitary Commission, 


Received, New York, Feb. 17, ¥865, of 
C. Cope, Treasurer of the Philadelphia As- 
sociates of the U. S. Sanitary Commission, 
one million, thirty-five thousand, three hun- 
dred and ninety-eight dollars and ninety-six 
cents, being the net proceeds of the Great 
Central Fair, held in Philadelphia, in June 
last, for the benefit of the United States 
Sanitary Commission. 


$1,035,398 96. . GrorcsE T. Strona, 
Treasurer of the U.S. Sanitary Commission. 


New York, February 25, 1865. 
To JoHn Wexsu, Ksa., 
President of the Great Central Fair. 

DEAR Sir :—On returning to New York, 
after a week’s absence, the Treasurer of our 
Commission informs me of his receipt from 
Mr. Caleb Cope of the sum of ($1,035,398 
3°85) one million and, thirty-five thousand, 
three hundred and ninety-eight and 45 
dollars, being the total net product of the 
Great Central Fair, for the benefit of the 
United States Sanitary Commission. We 
have remitted $514,310 08 to our Phila- 


_delphia associates, to be expended in their 


Branch, for our general benefit. 

~ The grand result of your Fair is already 
known to all the world. I found the people 
in California rejoicing in it last July, and 
the beautiful chromotype commemorating 
the scene of it hangs in hundreds of homes, 
thousands of miles apart, on both sides of 
our continental country. The elegant re- 
cord which our distinguished fellow-com- 
missioner, Mr. Stillé, has made of the Fair, 
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already in so many admiring hands, will, 
with other documents of the Commission, 
be, in a few days, on its way to Egypt, to 
fill an order made by American friends there 
in favor of the reigning Pasha. 

There is no part of the world where the 
history of the uprising of American women 
and children, American homes, American 
industry and art, in behalf of the brave suf- 
ferers in the cause of our national integrity 
_and stableness, has not excited an enthusi- 
astic sympathy and approbation, and re- 
dounded to the honor of free, popular in- 
stitutions and the American name. The 
United States Sanitary Commission had the 
privilege of leading off in this glorious ca- 
reer, and of first crystallizing on a national 
scale the sympathies and practical benevo- 
lence of the people, in behalf of our sick 
and wounded soldiers. Into its treasury, 
accordingly, have flowed the broad streams 
of the popular favor and support; and spe- 
cially it has worn about its neck a golden 
chain, on which the great cities, linked to- 
gether, have hung their jewels, each more 
splendid than the other, as it caught the 
public eye, and all dearer than Cleopatra’s 
pearl, because to be finally dissolved in a 
draught of mercy, for lips more royal, even 
those of an army of martyrs for Liberty. 

No city in the Union has given a stouter 
and more persistent support to the war, to 
the comfort of soldiers on their way to and 
from the war, or to the relief of the sick 
and wounded falling in the course of the 
war, than Philadelphia; and to no city, ex- 
cept San Francisco, is the United States 
Sanitary Commission so much indebted for 
an intelligent, laborious, and costly support 
—a support including moral, intellectual, 
and financial sustenance and loyalty. Phil- 
adelphia has understood and endorsed the 
peculiar principles of the Sanitary Commis- 
sion, trusted its officers with generous con- 
fidence, and fed its treasury with systematic 
contributions. 

The magnificent contribution we have 


just received, the product of your Fair, is, | 


I venture to say, the largest ever made in 
one sum, not only to this, but to any unin- 
corporated charity in the world. It is a 
miracle of free, concerted action seeking 
with unjealous and confiding benevolence 
to make an institution, without local or State 
interest, the almoner of its overflowing 
bounty towards those sufferers made sacred 
_ by the cause in which they offer their lives 

and shed their blood. You have freshened 


-getic men in Philadelphia. 
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the Declaration of Independence, originally 
made in your city, issuing it anew, rewrit- . 
ten in the blood of your sons, with every 
precious line of it now illuminated with 
your gold. 

I was, fortunately, present at the great 
gathering of the heads of all the eco- 
nomical interests of your vast hive of in- 
dustry, when the Fair was inaugurated by 
assigning its departments to the most ener- 
I said then, 
what I repeat here, that I never knew an 
undertaking whose success was so thorough- 
ly assured by the method and spirit in which 
it was started. What the zeal, the taste, and 
the generosity of your State and city——not 
unaided by New Jersey and Delaware— 
finally produced in the way of a splendid and 
instructive spectacle, I learn from thousands 
who had a pleasure denied to me, then in 
California, of visiting that beautiful temple 
of art dad humanity. The solid product of 
all those labors and successes I have now 
the profound gratification of acknowledging 
the receipt of, into the treasury for which 
it was originally designed. 

‘To that Divine Providence in which all 
great blessings originate; to the generous 
public who first gave and then bought back — 
the materials of the Fair; to the women of 
of your city and neighborhood, whose taste 
and humanity, whose strength and tender- 
ness flowed into its preparation and con- 
duct; to the various committees, whose pa- 
tient fidelity in a noble rivalry with each 
other, secured the success of all its depart- 
ments; to the executive committee, whose 
wisdom and-devotion reduced ‘the parts of 
such harmony and perfection; and to you, - 
sir, the president of the Fair, to whose ad- 


-mirable administration, unflagging over- 


sight, and Christian inspiration, all accord 
the highest respect and admiration, I beg 
leave humbly to offer, in the name of our 
clients—the sick and wounded soldiers— 
the gratitude of their hearts, and with them 
that of the homes of the nation. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 


yours, Henry W. Bettows, 
President U.S. Sanitary Commission. 


TABLE OF ContTENTS.—The table of 
contents is crowded out by more important 
matter. In its place is presented the no- 
tice of the Philadelphia Protective War 


Claim and Pension Agency. 
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PROTECTIVE 


War Claim and Lension Agency 


OF THE by) 
U. 8S. SANITARY COMMISSION. 


All the papers and correspondence required 
to procure Pensions, Bounty and Back Pay, and 
Prize Money for discharged soldiers and sailors, 
and for the relatives of soldiers and sailors dying 
in the service of the United States, prepared and 
forwarded, and the proceeds of all claims, when 
collected, remitted to the parties entitled, free of 
charge. 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 
WILLIAM M, TILGHMAN, Chairman. 


Horace Binney, Jr., ~ Rozpert M. Lewis, 
ALEXANDER Brown, Groree M. Conarroz, 
Hon. J. I. Chark Harg, Cuarins J. Sriuié, 
WitiiAm WELSH, -Gnoree D. Parrise, 
Wi.uiAM L. Reay, H. Lenox Hopes, M.D., 
GeorGe Trot, ATHERTON BLIGHT. 


H. Lenox Hopes, M.D., Examining Surgeon. 
Epwarp A. Smiru M.D., Assistant Surgeon. 
W.N. AsuMan, Solicitor. 

Jas. W. Hazunuourst, Assistant Solicitor. 


Office: No. 1307 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 





PROTECTIVE 
away-Olaim Association 


OF THE 


STATE OF NEW YORK. 


OFFICE, 35 CHAMBERS STREET, 
NEW YORK. 


PRESIDENT. 
Lizut.-Gen. WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Vick-PRESIDENTS. 


Hon. Hamitton Fisk, ApDmiraL Dupont, 
Joun J. Crsco, Esg., Rup. A. Wirrnaus, Esq 
TREASURER.—RosBeERT B. Minturn, Esq. 


DIRECTORS. 


Hons. E. D. Moraan, |Howarp Portzr, 
George Oppyks, |WitiiAM E. Dopes, jr., 
Hiram Barney, THEODORE ROOSEVELT, 
Jas W. BeEKMAN, |PETER CooPEr, 

H. W. Bettows, D.D., |Gzrorce BANCROFT, 

Joun Jacos ASTOR, DanrEL Lorn, 

JAMES Brown, Witson G. Hunt, 

WixuiaM H. Asprnwatt,|Rosert L. Sruart, 

JAMES GALLATIN, ALFRED PELL. 


Apply in person or by letter, to 
HENRY GREENFIELD, Secretary, 
35 CHamBurs Street, New York. 


OBJECTS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 
lst. Zo secure the soldiers and sailors and their 
families, any claims for pensions, pay, or bounty, 
etc., without cost to the claimant. 


2d. To protect soldiers or sailors and their families 
from imposture and fraud. 

3d. To prevent false claims from being made 
against the Government. 

4th. To give gratuitous advice and information to 
soldiers and sailors or their families needing tt. 


THE U, S, SANITARY COMMISSION 


Was constituted by the Secretary of War in June, 
1861, in accordance with the recommendation of 
the Surgeon-General of the United States Army, 
and its appointment and plan of organization were 
approved by the President of the United States. 
Its present organization is as follows: 


H. W. Bellows, D.D., New York. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Washington, D. C. 
F. L. Olmsted, California. 

George T. Strong, Esq., New York. 
Elisha Harris, M.D., New York. 

W. H. Van Buren, M.D., New York. 
Wolcott Gibbs, M.D., Cambridge, Mass. 
S. G. Howe, M.D., Boston, Mass. 

C. R. Agnew, M.D., New York. 

J. S. Newberry, M.D., Cleveland, Ohio. 
Rt. Rey. T. M. Clark, Providence, R. I. 
Hon. R. W. Burnett, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Hon. Mark Skinner, Chicago, Ill. 

Hon. Joseph Holt, Washington, D. C. 
Horace Binney, jr., Philadelphia, Penna. 
Rev. J. H. Heywood, Louisville, Ky. 

J. Huntington Wolcott, Boston, Mass. 
Charles J. Stillé, Philadelphia, Penna. 
Ezra B. McCagg, Chicago, Ill. 





OFFICERS. 


H. W. Bellows, D.D., President. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Vice-President. 
George T. Strong, Treasurer. 

@. Foster Jenkins, M.D., General Secretary. 
J. S. Newberry, M.D., Associate Secretary. 


STANDING COMMITTEE. 


Henry W. Bellows, D.D. George T. Strong. 
Wm.H.VanBuren,M.D. Wolcott Gibbs, M.D. 
C. R. Agnew, M.D. Charles J. Stillé. 


HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 


The Sanitary Commission has made arrange- 
ments for supplying information gratuitously, 
with regard to patients in all the United States 
General Hospitals. 

For information relative to patients in the Hos- 
pitals in New York, New Jersey, the New England 
States, Eastern Virginia, Maryland, District of Co- 
lumbia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Florida 
and Louisiana, address “ Office of Sanitary Com- 
mission, Washington, D. 0.” 

For the Hospitals in Pennsylvania, address 
““ Office of Sanitary Commission, No. 1307 Chest- 
nut Street, Philadelphia.” pit ‘ 

For the Hospitals in Western Virginia, Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, lowa, Kentucky, Ten- 
nessee, Mississippi, and Arkansas, address “ Office 
Sanitary Commission, Louisville, Ky.” . 

In all cases the name, rank, company, and regi- 
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ment of the person inquired for should be given, 
and where he was when last heard from. If the 
application is by letter, the answer will be sent 
by return of mail; if in person, it will be answered 
at once; or if by telegraph, an answer will be re- 
turned immediately at the inquirer’s expense. 
B@sSoldiers’ Aid Societies, clergymen, editors, 
and others, can scarcely serve the cause of hu- 
manity more effectually than by frequently and 
widely disseminating a knowledge of the above, 
among those who have friends in the army. 


SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 


The Sanitary Commission, under special au- 
thority of the President of the United States, 
maintains an extensive system of agencies for 
securing the safe conveyance to, and distr ibution 
of, goods put in its charge for the sick and 
wounded at points where they are most wanted. 
It operates with equal care and generosity at all 
points—at New Orleans and at Washington, 
before Charleston and at Chattanooga—its dis- 
tributions being governed by a comparison of the 
wants of the patients in all cases. The following 
is a list of depots, to which auxiliary societies 
and all disposed to aid the sick and wounded, 
without reference to States or localities, but sim- 
ply to their relative necessity for assistance, are 
invited to send their offerings: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST. 
CENTRAL DEPOTS OF COLLECTION. 


U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 18 West 
Street, Boston, Mass. 
U. S. Sanitary Commission, Nos. 10 & 11 


Cooper Union, New York. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, State House, New 
Haven, Conn. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 1307 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia. 


DEPOTS OF DISTRIBUTION. 


U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 244 F Street, 
Washington, D. C. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission; Camp Distribu- 
tion, Va. 

U. S$. Sanitary Commission,-No. 46 Sharp 

treet, Baltimore, Md. 

U.S. Sanitary Commission, Harper’s Ferry, Va. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Annapolis, Md. 

U.S. Sanitary Commission, Camp Parole, Md. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Norfolk, Va. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, City Point, Va. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Newberne, N. C. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Beaufort, S. C. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, New Orleans, La 

Temporary Depots for distribution are estab- 
lished from time to time as necessities of the 
service require. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST. 
CENTRAL DEPOTS OF COLLECTION. 


U. S. Sanitary Commission, corner Vine and 
Sixth Streets, Cincinnati, O. 

U.S. Sanitary Commission, No. 95 Bank Street, 
Cleveland,:O. 

U. 8) Sanitary Commission, No. 66 Madison 
Street, Chicago, Ill. 

U. 8. Sanitary Commission, No. 2 Adam’s 
Block, Buffalo, N. Y. 
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U. 8S. Sanitary Commission, No. 59 Fourth 
Street, Pittsburgh, Penna. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 32 Larned 
Street, Detroit, Mich. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Columbus, O. 

U.S, Sanitary Commission, Fifth Street, Louis- 
ville, Ky. 

The Commission receives no pecuniary aid 
whatever from the Government, and is wholly 
dependent on the voluntary contributions of the 
public for the means of sustaining its operations. 
Contributions to the Treasury are solicited, and 
may be transmitted to George T. Strong, Esq., 
Treasurer, 68 Wall Street, N. Y. 


bat 
SPECIAL RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 
e EAST. 


“Special Relief” Office, 76 Kingston Street, 
Boston, Mass. 

ss Special Relief” Office, 1307 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 

‘Soldiers’ Rest,” Buffalo, sean ert = street, op- 
posite R. R. Depot. 

“ Soldiers’ Lodge,” Harrisburg, Pa. 

“The Home,” Baltimore, Md. 

“Home for. Wives, Mothers and Children of 
Soldiers,” Annapolis, "Md. 

¢f Special Relief Office,’ No. 389 H Street, 
Washington, D. 0., where assistance is rendered 
in procuring Pay, Pensions, Bounty, Prize Money, 
and arrears of Pay and Bounty, and in various 
other ways. 

“The Home,” No. 374 N. Capitol Street, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

‘‘Home for Wives, Mothers and Children of 
Soldiers,” 374 N. Capitol St., Washington, D. C. 

“ Lodge No. 4,” for discharged soldiers, No. 
389 H Street, Washington, D.C. 

“ Lodge No. 5,” near terminus of Washington 
and Alexandria R. R., Maryland Avenue, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

‘‘ Lodge No. 6,” near Steamboat Landing, Sixth 
Street, Washington, D.C. 

« Alexandria Lodge,” near terminus of Orange 
and Alexandria R. R., Alexandria, Va. 

“‘ Special Relief Office, ” New Orleans, La. 

“The Home,” New Orleans, La. 


WEST. 

Soldiers’ Home, No. 81 Jefferson avenue, De- 
troit, Michigan. 

Soldiers’ Home, Third Street, Cincinnati, Ohio, 
Col. G. W. D. Andrews, Superintendent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Louisville, Ky., James Malona, 
Sup’t. James Morton, Special Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, New Albany, corner of Main 
and State Streets. 

Soldiers’ Home, Cairo, Ill, C. N. Shipman, 
Superintendent and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Nashville, Tenn., Captain I. 
Brayton, Sup’t. Rev. J. Hoblit, Relief Agent 

Soldiers’ Home, Columbus, Ohio, Col. Isaac 
Dalton, Superintendent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Cleveland, Ohio, Joseph Je- 
rome, Superintendent and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Lodge, near landing, Memphis, Tenn 
C. W. Christy, Superintendent and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Camp Nelson, Ky., Thomas 
Butler, Superintendent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Paducah, Ky. 
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No. 744 Broadway, NTENT LEG ARI No. 19 Green Street, 
NEW YORK. re 976 Cypsflge k BOSTON, Mass. 


ZO PHILADELPHIASS 
Important Information for Soldiers and Sailors who have lost Limbs. 


The ‘PaLMER” ARM and Lrg are now furnished for the mutilated heroes of the Army and Navy, and I have the 
pleasure of presenting extracts from official letters from the Surgeon-General, which will gratify numerous applicants, 
who, in the past, have been led to believe that they must accept an inferior limb, or have no aid from Government. 


SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Wasuineron City, D.C., Dec. 12, 1863; 
Six :—The Board of Medical Officers assembled in the City of Philadelphia, for the purpose of examining the different 
models submitted © them for an Artificial Arm, having reported * * - ud * w * ‘e 


IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE BoARD, WHEN A SOLDIER MAY DESIRE TO PURCHASE ‘“THE MORE 
ELEGANT AND EXPENSIVE ARM OF PALMER,” FIFTY DOLLARS WILL BE ALLOWED TOWARDS PAYMENT FOR THT SAME. 
By order of the Acting Surgeon-General. C. H. CRANE, Surgeon U.S.A. 


SuRGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
WASHINGTON CiTy, D.C., Sept. 20, 1864. 
Six :—In answer to your letter of the 1st inst., Iam directed to inform you, that the Report and recommendation of 
the Medical Board recently assembled in New York, to examine samples and models of Artificial Limbs, is not designed 
to supersede the recommendation of the former Board, 80 FAR AS REGARDS THE LIMBS MANUFACTURED BY YOU. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, by order of the Surgeon-Ceneral 


W. C. SPENCER, Assistant Surgeon U.S.A. 
To B. FRANK. PALMER, LL.D., 744 Broadway, New York. 


The Best PALMER LEG is furnished THE SOLDIER FREE 
The Best PALMER ARM, for a SMALL ADVANCE. 
The Best LINCOLN “GOVERNMENT” ARM, FREE. 
Prices of the PALMER LIMBS not raised to OFFICERS and CIVILIANS. 


Apply in person, or by letter, at either of the offices. Address 


B. FRANK. PALMER, LL.D., 


President American Artificial Limb Co. 


OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 


Office, Gl Cedar Street, New Work. 


Capital, $3,000,000. 30,000 Shares, Par Value $100 each. 


TRUSTEES: 


GEORGE P. BRADFORD, Ese., New York. ALANSON A. SUMNER, Albany, N. Y. 
Hon. ROGER AVERILL, Danbury, Conn. E. B. BELDEN, M.D., New York. 
WILLARD PARKER, M.D., New York. J. T. SANGER, New York. 

JAMES WADSWORTH, New York. 


To all acquainted with the Oil Region of Western Pennsylvania, the name of this Company, 
as indicating its locality, is significant of the great value of its properties. 

There is no better Oil Territory. 

It embraces interests in fee in more than TWENTY productive wells, and in rwxLve others 
now rapidly approaching completion, while the further development of its large unimproved 
area will, at an early day, greatly increase its product. 

We offer it as a permanent dividend-paying investment. 

A limited amount of this stock can be obtained solely of the undersigned at $50 PER 
SHARE, BEING ONE-HALF OF ITS PAR VALUE. 


The declared dividend for the month is one per cent. on its entire capital, to which pur- 
chasers within the month will be entitled. 


JAMES WADSWORTH & COMPANY, 


No. 61 Cedar Street, New York. 
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Adapted to every branch of business: 
MANUFACTURED ONLY BY THE ORIGINAL INVENTORS, 


E. & T. FAIRBANKS & C0,, St. Johnsbury, Vermont, 


PRINCIPAL WAREHOUSES: 


FAIRBANKS & CO., No. 252 Broadway, New York. 7 
FAIRBANKS & BROWN, No. 118 Milk Street, Boston. : 
FAIRBANKS, GREENLEAF & CO., No. 172 Tiake Street, Chicago. 
FAIRBANKS & EWING, Masonic Hall, Philadelphia. 

FAIRBANKS & CO., No. 246 Baltimore Street, Baltimore. 


Descriptive Circulars furnished or mailed to any address, on application to either of the above. 


ESTABLISHED 1860. 7 
486 BROADWAY AND 441 BROOME ST. 


SEWING MACHINES 


OF THE MOST APPROVED MAKES, SUCH AS THE © 


WHEELER & WILSON, 
GROVER & BAKER, 
| WILLCOX & GIBBS, 
A. B. HOWE, 


| SINGER AND OTHERS. 
TO RENT AND 


FOR SALE, | 


At MANUFACTURERS’ PRICES, and with the same privileges. Instruction THOROUGH and 
gratis, at the 


N. Y. SEWING MACHINE EMPORIUM, 


Corner Broadway and Broome Street, New York. 


V. W. WICKES, Jr., Proprietor, 
486 Broadwey, Up Stairs. 


a 


~ 
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riba i OF THE 


MORRIS 


FIRE & INLAND INSURANCE 


COMPANY. 
COLUMBIAN BUILDING, 


Gi) eke, VV Ane Lies I ASS AUD SiS. 





Authorized Capital, - - - $5,000,000. 
Cash Capital, paid im,- - - $200,000. 





This Company issues on the most favorable terms, Policies of Insurance, 


WITH OR WITHOUT PARTICIPATION IN PROFITS, 


against loss or damage by fire, on Dwelling Houses, Stores, and all kinds of 
Buildings, and on Household Furniture and other Property, and on Vessels and 
their Cargoes, while lying in Port. 


Losses will be Promptly Adjusted and Paid. 





DIRECTOR S. 


EDWARD ROWE, JOHN D. BATES, JOSEPH MORRISON, 


ALBERT G. LEE, FRED, H. BRADLEE, DAN’L W. TELLER, 
GEORGE MILN, EDWARD C. BATES, HENRY J. CAMMANN, 
J. C. MORRIS, WILLIAM MACKAY, 8. N. DERRICK, | 
ROB’T BOWNE, ” BENJ. E. BATES, CHARLES HICKOX, 
EZRA NYE, iB. C. MORRIS, Jr., N. O. NIMS. 


B. C. MORRIS, President. 
WM. M. WHITNEY Secretary. 


1120 The Sanitary Commission Bullet 
F. RATCHFORD STARR, General Agent, 


400 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


The Mutual Life Insurance Company of New York. 


F. 8. WINSTON, PresipEnt. 


Cash Assets over Eleven and a half Millions of Dollars. 


Policies known as “‘ Non-Forfeiting,” on the terms they express, on the Ten-Year plan, issued by this 
Company, possess advantages in profits and rates of premiums, greater than are offered by any other Life 
Company. 





"CHE 


Widows’ & Orphans’ Benefit Life Ins. Co. of New ¥ 01 : 
LUCIUS ROBINSON. PRESIDENT. 
Cash Capital, $200,000. 


Many of the Trustees and other officers of this Company are connected with the well-known Mutua 
Lirr InsurANcE CompANy or New York, and the intimate and amicable relations between the two 
Companies, guarantee favorable results to Policy-holders. 


Universal Life Insurance Company of New York. 


JOHN WADSWORTH, PRESIDENT. 
Cash Capital, $200,000. 


This Institution has been formed for the benefit of those who, because of imperfect health, are unable 
to obtain policies in other companies. It thus meets the case of thousands who have been turned away 
disappointed in their efforts. to provide for their families, and of a still larger number who have felt it use- 
less to apply for insurance. 

Every information may be had, on application, by letter or otherwise, to 


F. RATCHFORD STARR, General Agent, 
400 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Insurance against Accident by the , 


TRAVELERS’ INSURANGE COMPANY, 


HARTFORD, CONN. 
CAPITAL, — = $500,000. 
JAMES G. BATTERSON, Prestpent. 





Tnsahanes effected in this Company against ACCIDENTS of every description. — 


Yearly Policies will be issued for a Premium of _ 


Fifteen Dollars, 
granting Insurance to the amount of 
Five Thousand Dollars 
against loss of life by any accident whatever. 
Twenty-Five Dollars 
secures a Policy for 
Five Thousand Dollars, 


together with $25 per week compensation for personal injury, incapacitating the assured from his 
ordinary business. 


Fifty Dollars Premium 


secures a Full Policy for $10,000 and $40 per week compensation for all and every description of 
Accident. 

Policies for $500, with $3 per week compensation, can be had for $3 Premium, .or any per 
sum between $500 and $10,000 at proportionate rates. 


Wii. W. ALLEN, Agent, 
f 404 WALNUT STREET. : 
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Tue Sanrrary Commission BULLETIN is published on the first and fifteenth of every month, and as 
it has a circulation, gratuitous or other, of above 15,000 copies, it offers an unusually valuable medium for 
advertising. ; 

All Pe anntaris must be addressed to the Editor, at the office, 1307 Chestnut street, Philadelphia, and 
must be authenticated by the names and addresses of the writers. 

As the continuance of the publication of the BULLETIN is uncertain, depending on that of the war, and on 
the resources of the U. S. Sanitary Commission—the Standing Committee feels a certain degree of reluctance 
to solicit subscriptions for it—and thereby to pledge the Commission to its issue for a definite period. 

The Committee understand, however, that some of their friends to whom it is now-sent gratuitously , ex= 
press a wish to pay for it, and they therefore give notice that the sum of two dollars, remitted to the 
Treasurer, (G. T. Strona, 68 Wail street, New York, or No. 1307 Chestnut street, Philadelphia, will 
secure its being sent to such contributor during the remainder of the current year, unless its publication be 
sooner discontinued. | 





DRIVING HOME THE COWS. Brindle, Ebony, Speckle, and Bess, 


Shaking their horns in the evening-wind ; 

Out of the clover and blue-eyed grass, Cropping the butter cups out of the grass— 

He turned them into the river-lane; But who was it following close behind? 
One after another he let thentspass, ‘ i : 

Then fastened the meadow bars again. Loosely swang in the idle air 

; The empty sleeve of army blue; 

Under the willows and over the hill, And worn and pale, from the crisping hair, 

He patiently followed their sober pace; Looked out a face that the father knew; 


The merry whistle for once was still, 


And something shadowed the surmy face. For Southern prisons will sometimes yawn, 


And yield their dead unto life again; 
Only a boy! and his father had said And the day that comes with a cloudy dawn 


He never could let his youngest go! Tn) goldeniglory absast'miay wane. 
Two already were lying dead, 


h t t spr to their meeti S 
Under the feet of the trampling foe. Br een ee cas 


For the heart must speak when the lips aredumb, 
i And under the silent evening skies 
But after the evening work was done, oa Together they followed the cattle home. 
And the frogs were loud in the meadow-swamp, Harper’s Magazine. 
Over his shoulder he slung his gun ; 
And stealthily followed the foot-path damp. 
‘ A FORTNIGHT WITH THE SANITARY. 


Across the clover and through the wheat ; “ 
od vane Wi cart And purpose’ etini: Reprinted from the Atlantic Monthly. 
Though cold was the dew on his hurrying feet, For three years I had been a thorough 
heer cee ans startled him, believer in the United States Sanitary Com- 
Thrice since then had the lanes been white, mission. Reading carefully its publications, 
K Re mere ae ere Wik AnD os bioons listening with tearful interest to the narra- 
me pai at nl . y . . . ; 
aes Aeové them hon. au tions of those who had been its immediate 
workers at the front, following in 1magina- 
aR sine to the lonely Scot tion its campaigns of love and mercy, from 
at three were lying were two had lain; : . i 
And'the clawed a temulous, palsied acm” Antietam to Gettysburg, from Belle Plain 
Could never lean on a son’s again. to City Point, and thence to the very smoke 
* and carnage of the actual battlefield, [ had 
ae PEK E gay ete pee ree late ; i! F come to cherish an unfeigned admiration for 
e went for the cows when his work was done; | - . ; ; 
But down the lane, as he opened the gate, > | it and its work. For three years, too, I had 
He saw them coming, one by one. been an earnest laborer at one of its out- 
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posts,—striving with others ever to deepen 
the interest and increase the fidelity of the 
loyal men and women of a loyal New Eng- 
land town. I was prepared then, both from 
my hearty respect for the charity and from 
my general conception of the nature and 
vastness of its eperations, to welcome every 
opportunity to improve my knowledge of its 
plans and practical workings. I therefore 
gladly accepted the invitation which came 
to me to visit the headquarters of the Com- 
mission at Washington, and to examine for 
myself the character and amount of the ben- 
efits which it confers. 

The evening of August 23d found: me, 
after a speedy and pleasant trip southward, 


safely ensconced in the sanctum of my good 


friend Mr. Knapp, the head of the Special 
Relief Department. Starting from that base 
of operations, I spent two crowded weeks in 
ceaseless inquiries. Every avenue of infor- 
mation was thrown wide open. ‘Two days I 
wandered, but not aimlessly, from office to 
office, from storehouse to storehouse, from 


soldiers’ home to soldiers’ home, conversing - 


with the men who have given themselves up 
unstintedly to this charity, examining the 
books of the Commission, gathering statis- 
_ tics, seeing, as it were, the hungry soldier 
fed and the naked soldier clothed, and the 
sick and wounded soldier cared for with a 
more than fraternal kindness. I visited the 
hospitals, and with my own hands distrib- 
uted the Sanitary delicacies to the suffering 
men. Steaming down the Chesapeake, and 
up the James, and along its homeless shores, 
I came to City Point; was a day and a night 
on board the Sanitary barges, whence full 
streams of comfort are flowing with an un- 
broken current to all our diverging camps; 
passed a tranquil, beautiful Sabbath in that 
city of the sick and wounded, whose white 
tents look down from the bluffs upon the 
turbid river; rode thirteen miles out almost 
the Weldon road, then in sharp contest be- 
tween our Fifth Arnry Corps and the rebels}; 
from the hills which Baldy Smith stormed 
in June saw the spires of Petersburg; went 
from tent to tent and from bedside to bed- 
side in the field hospitals of the Fifth and 
Ninth Corps, where the luxuries prepared 
by willing hands at home were bringing life 
and strength to fevered lips and broken 
bodies. I came back with my courage re- 
animated, and with a more perfect faith in 
the ultimate triumph of the good cause. I 
came back with a heartier respect for our 
soldiers, whose patience in hardship and 


sickness and wounds. 
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courage in danger are rivalled only by the 
heroism with which they bear the pains of 
I came back espe- 
cially with the conviction that, no matter 
how much we had contributed to the Sani- 
tary work, we had done only that which it 
was our duty to do, and that, so long as we 
could furnish shelter for our families and 
food for our children, it was our plain obli- 
gation to give and to continue giving out of 
our riches or out of our poverty. 

I have felt that in no way could I do bet- 
ter service than by seeking to answer for 
others the very questions which my fort- 
night with the Sanitary has answered for 
me. Most, no doubt, have a general con- 
viction that the charity inaugurated by the 
the Sanitary Commission is at once maryel- 
lous in its extent and unique in the his- 
tory of war. All, perhaps, are prepared to 
allow that the heart which conceived such 
an enterprise, and the mind which organ- 
ized it, and the persistent will which carried 
it to a successful issue, are entitled to all the 
praise which we can give them. Few will 
deny now that this and kindred associations, 
by decreasing the waste of war, will affect 
in an important degree our national for- 
tunes. And most, indeed, know something 
even about the details of Sanitary work. 
They comprehend, at least, that through its 
agency many a homely comfort and many a 
home luxury find their way to the wards of 
great hospitals: They have seen, too, the 
Commission step forward in great emergen- 
cies, after some terrible battle, when every 
energy of Government was burdened and 
overburdened by the gigantic demands of 
the hour, and from its storehouses send 
thousands of packages, and from its offices 


hundreds of relief agents, to help to meet 


almost unprecedented exigencies. 

But what people wish to know, and what, 
despite all that has been written, they do 
not know fully and definitely, is how and 
when and where, and through what chan-. 
nels and by what methods, the Commission 
works: precisely how the millions which 
have been poured into its treasury from 
public contributions and private benefac- 
tions have been coined into comfort for the 
soldier,—bow the thousands and hundreds 
of thousands of garments which have gone 
forth to unknown destinations have been 
made warmth for his body and cheer to his 
soul. ‘he whole heighth and depth and 
length and breadth of Sanitary work, what 
varied activities and what multiform chari- 
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ties are included in the great circumference 
of its organization,—of that not one in 
twenty’ has any adequate conception. And 
all about that is what everybody wishes to 
know. The curiosity, moreover, which dic-. 
tates such queries, is a natural and laudable 
curiosity. Those who have given at every 
call, and often from scanty means, and those 
who have plied the needle summer and 
winter, early and late, she aright to put 
such questions. The Commission wishes to 
answer all proper inquiries fully and unre- 
servedly. It would throw open its opera- 
tions to the broadest sunlight. It believes 
that the more entirely it is known, in its 
successes and its failures alike, the more 
sure it is to be liberally sustained. To bring 
the humblest contributor from the most dis- 
tant branch, as it were, into immediate com- 
munication with the front is a work most 
desirable to be done. I do not wish to glo- 
rify the Commission, nor to theorize about 
it, nor to discuss its relative merit as com- 
pared with that of kindred organizations, 
but rather to tell just what it is doing, pre- 
cisely where the money goes, and exactly 
what kinds of good are attempted. 

The work of the Sanitary Commission 
may be naturally and conveniently classed 
under five heads. . 

First, the work undertaken for the pre-. 
vention of sickness and suffering. 

Second, the Special Relief Department. 

Third, the Hospital Directory. 

Fourth, the assistance given to stationary 
hospitals. 

Fifth, the grand operations in the front, 
on or near the actual battle-field. 

The efforts for the prevention of suffering 
and sickness are first in order of time, and 
possibly first in importance. When this war 
commenced, we had no wounded and we had 


no sick. What we did have was a crowd of , 


men full of untrained courage, but who knew 
little or nothing about military discipline, 
and as little in regard to what was necessary 
fur the preservation of their health. What 
we did have was hundreds and thousands of 
officers, taken from every walk of life, who 
were, for the most part, men of great natu- 
ral intelligence, but who did not at all com- 
prehend that it was their duty not only to 
lead their men in battle, but to care for their 
health and their habits, and who had never 
dreamed that such homely considerations as 
what are the best modes of cooking food, 
what are the most health localities in which 
to pitch tents, what is the right position for 


- munitions of war. 


drains, had anything to do with the art of 
war. What we did have was surgeons, many 
of whom had achieved an honorable reputa- 
tion in the walks of civil life, but who, on 
this new field, were alike inexperienced and 
untried. The manifest danger was, that 
this mass of living valor and embodied pa- 
triotism would simply be squandered,—that, 
as in the terrible Walcheren expedition, or - 
in the Crimea, the men whose strength and 
courage might decide a campaign would only 
furnish food for the hospital and the grave. 
Who should avert this danger? The Go- 
vernment could not. It had no time to sit 
down and study sanitary science. It was 
bringing together everything, where it 
found—nothing. Out of farmers and mer- 
chants and students it was organizing the 
most efficient of armies. It was sending its 
agents all over the world to buy guns and 
It was tasking our fac- 
tories to produce blankets and overcoats, 
knapsacks and haversacks, wagons and tents, 
and all that goes to make up the multifarious 
equipment of an army. It was peering into 
our dockyards to find steamers and sailing 
vessels out of which to gather makeshift 
navies, until it could find leisure to build 
stancher ships. Manifestly the Government 
had no time for such a work. The existing 
medical bureau was hardly equal to the task. 
Organized to take charge of an army of ten 
thousand men, in the twinkling of an eye 
that army became five hundred thousand. 
At the beginning of the war the medical 
staff must have been very busy and very 
heavily burdened. With great hospitals to 
build, with troops of willing, but young and 
inexperienced surgeons to train to a knowl- 
edge ot their duties, and to send east and 
west and nerth and south, with every de- 
partment of medical science to be enlarged 
at once to the proportions of the war, it had 
little leisure for excursions into fresh fields 
of inquiry. That it brought order so quickly 
out of chaos, that it was able to extemporize 
a good working system, is a sufficient testi- 
mony to its general fidelity and efficiency. 
It was the Sanitary Commission which un- 
dertook this special duty. It undertook to 
find out some of the laws of health which 
apply to army life, and then to scatter the 
knowledge of those laws broadcast. 
Prevention, therefore, effort not so much 
to comfort and cure the sick soldier as to 
keep him from being sick at all, was, in or- 
der of time, properly the first work. And 
it is doubtful whether at the outset anything 
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more was contemplated. The memorial to 
the War Department in May, 1861, says, 
explicitly that the object of the Commission 
‘Sis to bring to bear upon the health, com- 
fort, and morale of our troops the fullest 
and ripest teachings of sanitary science.” 
How many of the contributors to the funds 
of the Society are aware what an immense 
work in this direetion has been undertaken, 
and how much has been accomplished to pre- 
vent sickness and the consequent depletion, 
and perhaps defeat of our armies? As I have 
already indicated, at the commencement of 
the war we knew little or nothing about 
what was necessary to keep men in military 
service well,—what food, what clothing, 
what tents, what camps, what recreations, 
what everything, I may say. Now the San- 
itary Commission has made searching in- 
quiries touching every point of camp and 
soldier life,—gathering in facts from all 
quarters, and seeking to attain to some fixed 
sanitary principles. It has sent the most 
eminent medical men on tours of inspection 
to all our camps, who have put questions 
and given hints to the very men to whom 
they were of the most direct importance. 
As a result, we have a mass of facts, which, 
in the breadth of the field which they cover, 
in the number of vital questions which they 
settle, and in the fulness and accuracy of 
the testimony by which they are sustained, 
are worth more than all the sanitary statis- 
tics of all other nations put together. 

And we are to consider that these inqui- 
ries were from the beginning turned to 
practical use. If you look over your pile of 
dusty pamphlets, very likely you will find a 
little Sanitary tract entitled, “ Rules for 
Preserving the Health of the Soldier.” This 
was issued almost before the war had seri- 
ously begun. Or you will come across some 
republished European medical paper con- 
taining the last results of the last foreign 
investigations. So early was the good seed 
of sanitary knowledge sown. We must re- 
member, too, how many mooted, yet vital 
questions have now been put to rest. Take 
an example,—Quininee Everybody had a 
general notion that quinine was as valuable 


as a preventive of disease as a cure. But 
how definite was our knowledge? How 


many knew when and in what positions and 
to what extent it was valuable? As early 
as 1861 the Commission prepared and pub- 
lished what has been justly termed an ex- 
haustive monograph on the whole subject, 
collecting into a brief space all the best tes- 
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timony bearing upon the question. This was 
the beginning of an investigation which, 
pursued through a vast number of cases, - 
has demonstrated that, in peculiar localities 
and under certain circumstances, quinine in | 
full doses is an almost absolute necessity. 
And in such localities, and under such cir- 
cumstances, Government issues now a daily 
ration to every man, saving who can tell 
how many valuable lives? One more illus- 
tration,—Camps. Suppose you were to lead 
a thousand men into the Southern country. 
Would you know where to encamp them? 
whether with a southern or a northern ex- 
posure? on a breezy hill, or in a sheltered 
valley ? beneath the shade of groves, or out 
in the broad sunshine? Could you tell what 
kind of soil was healthiest, or how near to 


-each other you could safely pitch your tents, 


or whether it would be best for your men to 
sleep on the bare ground or on straw or on 
pine boughs? Yet, if you inquire, you will 
find that all these questions and countless 
others are definitely settled,—thanks in a 
great measure to the Sanitary Commission, 
which has gladly given its ounce of preven- 
tion, that it may spare its pound of cure. 

If you imagine that the need of this work 
of prevention has ceased, you are greatly 
mistaken. Only last summer, in the single — 
month of June, the Commission distributed, 
in the Army of the Potomac alone, over a 
hundred tons of canned fruits and tomatoes, 
and not less than five thousand barrels of 
pickles and fresh vegetables. It is hardly 
too much to say that what the Commission 
did in this respect has gone far towards en- 
abling our gallant army to disappoint the 
hopes of the enemy, and to hold amid the 
deadly assaults of malaria, the vantage- 
ground which it has won before Petersburg 
and Richmond. All through the spring 
and summer, too, at Chattanooga, on the 
very soil which war had ploughed and deso- 
lated, invalid soldiers have been cultivating 
hundreds of acres of vegetables. And on 
the rugged sides of Missionary Ridge, and 
along the sunny slopes of Central ‘Tennessee, 
the same forethought has brought to perfee- 
tion, in many a deserted vineyard, the pur- 
ple glory of the grape. And this not merely 
to cure, but to prevent, to keep up the 
strength and vigor of the brave men who 
have marched victoriously from the banks 
of the Ohio to Atlanta. , 

Nor is it likely that the value of this 
office will cease so long as the war lasts. In 
the future, as in the past, new conditions, 
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new egigencies, and new dangers will arise. 
And t6 the end the foresight which guards 
will be as true a friend to the soldier as the 
kindness which assuages his pains. Look- 
ing back, therefore, upon the whole field, 
and speaking with a full understanding of 
the meaning of the language, I am ready 
to affirm, that, if the Sanitary Commission 
had undertaken nothing but the work of 
preventing sickness, and had accomplished 
nothing in any other direction, the army 
and the country would have received in that 
alone an ample return for all the money 
which has been lavished. ; 

I come now to the Special Relief De- 
partment. I should call this a sort of phi- 
lanthropic drag-net, differing from that 
mentioned in the Gospel in that it seems to 
gather up nothing bad which needs to be 
thrown away. In other words, it appeared 
to meas though any and every kind of 
Sanitary good which ought to be done, and 
_ yet was not large enough or distinct enough 
to constitute a separate branch, was set 
down as Special Relief. The whole system 
of homes and lodges to feed the hungry and 
shelter the homeless comes directly under 
the head of Special Relief. The immense 
collection of back-pay, bounties, pensions, 
and prize-money, which is made gratui- 
tously by the Commission, is Special Relief. 
Visits to the hospitals are under the direc- 
tion of this same department. And even 
the Directory and the vast work done at the 
‘front perhaps legitimately belong to it. We 
can readily conceive, therefore, that the 
Commission has no department which is 
larger or more important, or which covers 
so wide and diversified a field of activity. 
Let us survey that field a little closer. 

Sanitary homes and lodges,—what are 
they? A soldier is discharged, or he has 
afurlough. He is not well and strong, 
and he has no money, certainly none to 
spare. He ought not to sleep on the ground, 
and he ought not to go hungry. But what 
is everybody’s business is apt to be nobody’s 
business. Fortunately the Commission has 
seen and met this want. In Washington, 
on H Street, there is a block of rough, but 
comfortable one-story wooden buildings, 
erected for various purposes of Special Re- 
lief, and, amongst othérs, for the very one 
which I have mentioned. In the first place, 
there is a large room containing ninety-six 
berths, where any soldier, having proper 
claims, can obtain decent lodgings free of 
expense. In the second place, there is a 


1125 


kitchen, and a neat, cheerful dining-room, 
with seats for one hundred and fifty. Here 
plain and substantial meals are furnished to 
all comers. This table of one hundred and 
fifty has often, and indeed usually to be 
spread three times; so that the Commission 
feeds daily at this place alone some four 
hundred soldiers, and lodges ninety to a 
hundred more. The home which I have 
now described is simply for transient calls, 

Near the depot there is a home of a more 
permanent character. When a soldier is 
discharged from the service, the Govern- 
ment has, in the nature of the case, no 
further charge of him. Suppose now that 
he is taken sick, with no money in his purse 
and no friends near. Can you imagine a 
position more forlorn? And forlorn indeed 
it would be, were it not for the Commission. 
The sick home is a large three-story build- 
ing, with three or four one-story buildings 
added on each side. Here there is furnished 
food for all; then one hundred and fifty 
beds for those who are not really sick, but 
only ailing and worn out; then bathing- 
rooms; and, finally, a reading-room. ‘There 
is here, too, a hospital ward, with the 
requisite nurses and medical attendance. In 
this ward I saw a little boy, apparently not 
over twelve years of age, who had strayed 
from his home,—if, alas, he had one !—and 
followed to the field an Ohio regiment of 
hundred-days’ men, and who had been taken 
sick and left behind. Who he was or where 
from nobody knew. ‘Tenderly cared for, 
but likely to die! A sad sight to look upon! 
One feature more, Hvery Tuesday, Thurs- 
day; and Saturday a physician goes from 
the home in Washington to New York, 
taking charge of those who are too sick or 
too crippled’ to care for themselves; while 
the relief agents procure for the sick soldier 
the half-price ticket to which he is entitled, 
or else give him one, and such articles of 
clothing as are needful to send him in com- 
fort to his own home. ¢ 

I must not fail to speak in this connec- 
tion’ of another beautiful ministry,—the 
home for soldiers’ wives and mothers. A 
soldier is like other human beings. In his 
sickness he yearns for a sight of the familiar 
faces, and sends for wife or mother; or wife 
or mother, unable to bear longer the un- 
certainty, when she can get no tidings from 
the absent, starts for Washington. There, 
searching vainly for husband or son, she 
spends all or nearly all her money. Or if 
she finds him, it may well be that he has 
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nofunds with which to help her. In the little 
buildings on one side of the refuge for the 
sick are rooms where some sixty-five can 
receive decent lodging and nourishing food ; 
and if actually penniless, the Commission 
will procure them tickets and send them 
back to their friends. , 

We often hear people wondering, almost 
in a skeptical tone, where all the Commis- 
sion’s money goes. When I was at Wash- 
ington and City Point, I only asked where 
it all came from. Consider what it must 
cost simply to feed and lodge these soldiers 
and their wives at Washington. 
remember that this is but one of many 
similar homes scattered everywhere: at 
Baltimore, Washington, and Alexandria, in 
the astern Department; at Louisville, 
Nashville, Chattanooga, in the Western ; at 
New Orleans and Baton Rouge, in the 
Southwestern; and at many another place 
beside. And, finally, reflect that this whole 
system of homes is really but one portion of 
one branch of Sanitary work. 

The collection of back-pay, bounties, and 
pensions,—how many have a definite idea 
of this work? Not many, I suspect. Yet 
it takes all the time of many persons to ac- 
complish it, and it was the branch of Sani- 
tary work which awakened in my own mind 
the deepest regard ; for it has its foundation 
in a higher virtue than any mere sentimental 
charity,—yea, in the highest virtue known 
in heaven or on earth,—justice. However 
impossible it may be to prevent such occur- 
rences, certainly it is a cruel and unde- 
served hardship to a soldier who has served 
faithfully and fought for his country, and 
has perhaps been wounded and almost died 
at the post of honor and duty, that he 
should be unable to obtain his hard-earned 
pittance, when, too, he needs it for his own 
comfort, or when it may be that his family 
need it to keep them from absolute suffer- 
ing. 

60k at a'single class of these collections, 
the back-pay of sick men. Government, 
we all allow, must have some system in its 
disbursements. It should not pay money 
without a voucher, and the proper voucher 
of a soldier isthe pay-roll of the regiment 
or company of which he is amember. Now 
a sick.or wounded man drops out of the 
ranks. He gets intoa field hospital to which 
he does not belong. He is transferred from 
one hospital to another, from hospital to 
convalescent camp, and finally, it may be, 
is put on the list of men to be discharged 


And then’ 
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for physical disability. Meanwhile his com- 
manding officer does not know where he is, 
cannot trace him, thinks it very likely that 
he is a deserter. On pay-day the man’s 
name is not on the roll, and, having no- 
voucher, he gets no money. You say that 
there ought to be a remedy. There is none. 
It would be difficult to devise one. What 
shall the soldier do? He cannot go from 
point to point to collect evidence, for he is 
sick. Besides, he is utterly ignorant of the 
necessary forms. If he applies to a lawyer, 
it costs him often from one-half to three- 
quarters of all he gets. Very likely the 
lawyer cannot afford to take care of one or 
two petty cases for a less price. In this 
emergency the Commission steps in, and, 
with its knowledge of routine and its credit 
in ali quarters, obtains for the poor. fellow 
for nothing what he has in vain sought for 
in other ways. Take one single case, and 
what they would call at the Relief Office an 
easy case. Study it attentively, and you will 
get an idea of all cases,—and you will 
understand, moreover, how much work has 
to be done, and how impossible it would be 
for a sick man to do it. . 
Charles W. J , is amember of Com- 
pany K, One hundred and Twenty-First 
New York Regiment, and he has been 
transferred to this company and regiment 
from Company F of the Sixteenth New 
York. He has been thus transferred for 
the reason that the Sixteenth New York is 
a two years’ regiment, whose time has ex- ~ 
pired, while he is a three years’ recruit, 
who has a year or two more to serve. Now 
he claims that pay is due him from Novem- 
ber 1, 1863, to August 1, 1864, and that 
he needs his pay very much to send home | 
to his wife. He represents that he was at 
Schuyler Hospital from the time he left the 
ranks until December 17, 1863; that then 
he was sent to Convalescent Camp, New 
York Harbor; and on December 29, to 
Camp of Distribution at Alexandria; whence, 
February 8, 1864, he was brought to Staun- 
ton Hospital, Washington, where he now 
is. He has never joined his new regiment, 
has only been transferred with others to its 
rolls. His’ new officers have never seen 
him, and do not know where he is. The 
relief agent hears the story and then sets 
about proving all its details: first, that the 
man was a member of the Sixteenth New 
York Regiment; second, that he has been 
transferred tothe One Hundredand Twenty- 
First Regiment; third, that he has never 
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been paid beyond November 1, 1863 ; fourth, 
that he has really been in the various hos- 
pitals and camps which he mentions. This 
evidence is procured by writing to agents 
and surgeons at convalescent and distribut- 
ing camps, and at Hospital Schuyler, and 
by examining the rolls of the Sixteenth and 
One Hundred and Twenty-First Regiments. 
In a few days or weeks the man’s story is 
proved to be correct, and he is put into a 
position to receive his pay,—a satisfaction 
not simply in a pecuniary sense, but also to 
his soldierly pride, by removing an un- 
deserved charge of desertion. 

Now I beg my readers not to imagine 
that this is a difficult case. At the Relief 
Rooms they treasure up and mysteriously 
display, much as I suspect a soldier would 


flaunt a captured battle-flag, a certain roll. 


of paper, I dare not say how many yards 
long, covered with certificates from one end 
to the other, obtained from all parts of the 
country and from all sorts of persons, and 
all necessary in order to secure perhaps a 


three or six months’ pay of one sick soldier. 


The correspondence of the back-pay depart- 
ment is itself a burden. From thirty to 
forty letters on an average are received daily 
at one of its offices. They are written in all 
languages,—English, German, French,— 
and must be read, translated, and the ideas, 
conveyed often in the blindest style, ascer- 
tained and answered. | 

A new branch has recently been added,— 
the collection of pay for the families of those 
who are prisoners in Rebeldom. But as this 
involves no new principles or fresh details, 
I pass it by. Another class of cases should 
receive a moment’s notice. This includes 
the collection of bounties for discharged 
soldiers, of pensions for wounded soldiers, 
of bounty, back-pay, and pensions for the 
families of deceased soldiers, and of prize- 
money for sailors.. These cases are not, as 
a general rule, as intricate as those which I 
have already considered, inasmuch as the 
proper departments have a regular system 
of investigation, and take up and examine 
for themselves each case in its turn. All 
that the Commission does is to put the sol- 
dier on the right track, and to make out 
and present for him the fitting application. 
It undertook this because Washington was 
infested with a horde of sharpers, who, by 
false representations, defrauded *the soldiers 
out of large sums. 

I cannot more appropriately close this 
branch of my subject than by stating the 


simple fact, that during the months of July 


‘and August, the relief agents examined and 


brought to a successful issue 809 cases of 
back-pay and bounty-money, averaging 
$125,—208 cases of invalid pensions, 378 
cases of widows’ pensions, and 10 cases of 
naval pensions, averaging $8 a month,— 
sah 121 cases of prize-money, averaging 

I have only to add that the amount of 
good which can be done in this direction 
seems to be limited only by the capacity of" 
those who undertake to do it. A relief 
agent said to me, in conversation, that in 
one hospital in Philadelphia, there were 
several hundreds who claimed, but were 
unable to collect their just dues,—and that 
what was true of this hospital was true toa 
less extent of all of them. 

The Hospital Directory is a most inter- 
esting branch of Sanitary work. Not be- 
cause it will compare with many other ’ 
branches in extent of usefulness, but be- 
cause it shows what a wide-reaching philan- 
thropy is at work, seeking to furnish every 
possible alleviation to*the inevitable hard- 
ships of war. Whoever has at any time had 
a sick or wounded friend in the army knows 
how difficult it often is to obtain any intel- 
ligence about him. I have in mind a poor 
woman, who exhausted every resource in 
seeking to ascertain the whereabouts of a 
sick son, and who never received any tid- 
ings of him, until one day, months after, 
he came home, worn-out and broken, to die. 
The regiment is in active service and passes 
on, while the sick man goes back. He has 
several transfers, too,—first to the corps 
hospital on the field, then to the army hos- 
pital at City Point, then to Washington, and 
very possibly again to some hospital in Bal- 
timore, Fhiladelphia, or other city or town 
farther north, and on that account believed 
to be more healthy. Meanwhile, amid all 
these changes, the man may be delirious, 
or from some other cause unable to com- 
municate with his friends. How shall they 
get information? The Commission under- 
takes to keep a correct list of all the sick 
and wounded men who are in regular hos- - 
pitals. They obtain their information from 
the official returns of the surgeons. I do 
not mean to say that these lists are abso- 
lutely correct. They approximate as nearly 
to correctness as they ever can, until sur- 
geons are perfectly prompt and careful in 
their reports. , 

The amount of work done is very great. 
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Seven hundred thousand names have been 
recorded in this Directory, between Octo- 
ber, 1862, and July, 1864. From ten to 
twenty-five applications for information are 
made each day by letter, and from one hun- 


dred to two hundred and fifty personally or” 


through the various State agencies. Branch 
offices, working upon, a similar plan, have 
been established at Louisville and else- 
where. 

The subject of assistance to regular hos- 
pitals may be despatched in a few words,— 
not because the gifts are insignificant, but 


because the method of giving is so regular, 


and easy to explain. Whenever the sur- 
geon of any hospital needs articles which 
are extras, and so not supplied by the Goy- 
ernment, or which, if allowed, the Govern- 
ment is deficient in at the time, he makes 
a requisition upon the Commission ; and if 
his requisition is deemed to be a reasonable 
one, it is approved, and the goods delivered 
on his receipt for the same. As to the 
amount given, I can only say that something 
is sent almost every day even to the hos- 
pitals near Washington and the great cities, 
and that the amount bestowed increases just 
in proportion to the distance of the hospital 
from the great Government centres of sup- 
ply. This is a noiseless and unostentatious 
charity,—sometimes, I am tempted to think, 
too noiseless and unostentatious. A few 
weeks ago, a lady friend visited one of the 
hospitals near Washington, carrying with 
her for distribution some Sanitary goods. 
She gave a handkerchief to one of the sick 
men. He took it, looked at it, read the 
mark in the corner, paused as if he had re- 
ceived a new idea, and then spoke out his 
mind thus :—“I have been in this hospital 
six months, and this is the first thing I ever 
received from the Sanitary Commission.”’ 
‘‘ But,” she replied, ‘‘ have you not had this 
and: that’? mentioning several luxuries 
supplied to this very hospital for extra diet. 
“Oh, yes, often!’ ‘Well, every one of 
these articles came from the Sanitary Com- 
mission.” 

Just now the Sanitary is seeeking to en- 
ter into closer.relations with the hospitals 
through the agency of regular visitors. The 
advantages of such a policy are manifest. 
The reports of the visitors will enable the 
directors to see more clearly the real wants 
of the sick; and the frequent presence and 
inquiries of such visitors will tend to re- 
press the undue appropriation of hospital 
stores by attendants. But the highest bene- 
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fit will be the change and cheer it will in- 
troduce into the monotony of hospital life. 
If you are sick at home, you are glad to 
have your neighbour step in and bring the 
healthy bracing air of out-door life into the 
dimness and languor of your invalid exist- 
ence. Much more does the sick soldier 
like it,—for ennui, far more than pain, is 
his great burden. When I was at Wash- 
ington, I accepted with great satisfaction 


an invitation to go with a Sanitary visitor 


on her round of duty. When we came to 
the hospital, I asked the ward-master if he 
would like to have me distribute among his 
patients the articles I had brought. He 
said that he should, for he thought it would 
do the poor fellows good to see me and re- 
ceive the gifts from my own hands. The 
moment I entered there was a stir. Those 
who could hobble about stumped up to me 
to see what was going on; some others sat 
up in bed, full of alertness; while the sick- 
est greeted me with a languid smile. As I 
went from cot to cot, the politeness of la 
belle France, with which a little Frenchman 
in the corner touched the tassel of his varie- 
gated nightcap at me, and the untranslata- 
ble gutturals, full of honest satisfaction, with 
which his German neighbour saluted me, 
and the “God bless your hoor,” which a 
cheery son of Old Erin showered down upon 
me, and the simple‘‘Thank you, sir,’ which 


_ came up on all sides from our true-hearted 


New England boys, were alike refreshing 
to my soul. No doubt the single peach or 
two which with hearty good-will were given 
to them were as good as a feast ; and it may 
be that the little comtorts which I left be- 
hind me, and which had been borne thither - 
on the wings of this divine charity, perhaps 
from some village nestling among the rocky 
hills of New England, or from some hamlet 
basking in the sunlight on the broad prairies 
of the West, had magic power to bring to 
that place of suffering some breath of the 
atmosphere of home to cheer the sinking 
heart, or some fragrant memory of far-off 
home affection to make it better. I came 
away with the feeling that visits from sunny- 
hearted people, and gifts from friendly hands 
must be a positive blessing to these sick and 
wounded people. 

Of course the deepest throb of interest is 
given to the work at the front of battle. 
That is natural. -It is work done on the 
very spots where the fortunes of our nation 
are being decided,—on the spots whither 
all eyes are turned, and towards which all 
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our hopes and prayers go forth. It is work 
surrounded by every element of pathos and 
of tragic interest. The wavering fortunes 
of the fight, the heroic courage which sus- 
tains a doubtful conflict, the masterly skill 
that turns disaster into triumph, the awful 
carnage, the terrible suffering, the manly 
patience of the wounded, all combine to fix 
the attention there and upon everything 
which is transacted there. The questions 
constantly asked,—What is the Sunitary 
doing at the ‘front? what at City Point? 
what at Winchester? are natural questions. 
Let me state first the general plan and method 


of what I may call a Sanitary campaign, | 


and afterwards add what I saw with my owm 
eyes at City Point and before Petersburg, 
and what I heard from those who had them- 
selves been actors in the scenes which they 
described. . 

When the army moves out from its en- 
campment to the field of active warfare, two 
or three Sanitary wagons, loaded with hos- 
" pital stores of all sorts, and accompanied by 
a sufficient number of relief agents, move 
with each army corps. These are for the 
supply of present need, and for use during 
the march, or after such skirmishes and 
fights as may occur before the Commission 
can establish a new base. In this way some 
of the. Commission agents have followed 
General Grant’s army all the way from the 
Rapidan, through the Wilderness, across the 
Mattapony, over the James, on to the very 
last advance towards the Southside Rail- 
road,—refilling their wagons with stores as 
opportunity has occurred. As soon now as 
the march commences and the campaign 
opens, preparations upon an extensive scale 
are made at Washington for the great prob- 
able demand. Steamers are chartered, 
loaded, and sent with a large force of re- 
lief agents to the vicinity of the probable 
battle-fields; or if the campaign is away 
from water communication, loaded wagons 
are held in readiness. The moment the 
locality of the struggle is determined, then, 
under the orders of the provost marshal, 
an empty house is seized and made the San- 
itary headquarters, or general store-house ; 
or else some canal barge is moored at the 
crazy Virginia wharf, and used for the same 
purpose. ‘This store-house is kept con- 
stantly full from Washington, or else from 
Baltimore and New York; and the branch 
depots which are now established in each 
army corps are fed from it, while the hos- 
pitals, in their turn, make requisitions for 
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all needful supplies on these branch depots. 
That is to say, the arrangements, though 
rougher and less permanent in their char- 
acter, approximate very nearly to the ar- 
rangements at Washington. 

A few details need to be added. Where 
the distance from the battle-field to the base 
of supplies is great, what are called feeding- 
stations are established every few miles, and 
here the wounded, on foot or in ambulances, 
can stop and take the retreshments or stim- 
ulants necessary to sustain them on their 
painful journey. ‘Atthe steamboat landing 
the Commission has a lodge and agents, with 
crackers and beef-tea, coffee and tea, ice- 
water and stimulants, ready to be adminis- 
tered to such as need. Relief agents go up 
on the boats to help care for the wounded ; 
and at Washington the same scene of active 
kindness is often enacted on their arrival as 
at their departure. This is the general plan 
of action everywhere, modified to suit cir- 
cumstances, but always essentially the same. 
It will apply just as well West as Hast,— 
only for the names Baltimore, Washington, 
and City Point, you must put Louisville, 
Nashville, and Chattanooga. ‘ 

When I was at City Point, the base of 
operations had been established there more 
than two months; and though there was 
much sickness, and the wounded were be- 
ing brought in daily by hundreds from the 
prolonged struggle for the Weldon Road, 
everything moved on with the regularity of 
clock-work. As you neared the landing, 
coming up the James, you saw, a little 
farther up the river, the red flag of the 
Sanitary Commission floating over the three 
barges which were its office, its store-house, 
and its distributing store for the whole 
Army of the Potomac. Climbing up the 
steep road to the top of the bluff, and ad- 
vancing over the undulating plain a mile, 
you come to a city—the city of hospitals. 
The white tents are arranged im lines of 
almost mathematical accuracy. The camp 
is intersected by roads broad and clean. 
Every corps, and every division of every 
corps, has its allotted square. Somewhere 
in these larger squares your eye will be sure 
to catch sight of the Sanitary flag, and be- 
neath it a tent, where is the corss station. 
You enter, and you find within, if not as 
great an amount, at least as varied a supply, 
of hospital stores as you would find any- 
where, waiting for surgeon’s orders. Toa 
very great extent, the extra diet for all the 
sick and wounded is furnished from these 
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stores ; and very largely the cooking of it is 
overseen by ladies connected with the Com- 
mission. In every corps there are from five 
to fifteen relief agents, whose duty it is to 
go through the wards once, twice, three 
times in each day, to see what the sick need 
for their comfort, to ascertain that they 
really get what is ordered, and in every way 
to alleviate suffering, and to promote cheer- 
fulness and health, 

I shall never forget a tour which I made 
with a relief agent through the wards for 
the blacks, both because it showed me what 
a watchful supervision a really faithful per- 
son can exercise, and because it gave such 
an opportunity to observe closely the con- 
duct of these people. The demeanor of the 
colored patients*is really beautiful, —so 
gentle, so polite, so grateful for the least 
kindness. And then the evidences of a de- 
sire for mental improve and religious life 
which meet you everywhere are very touch- 
ing. Go from bed to bed, and you see in 
their hands primers, spelling-books, and 
Bibles, and the poor, worn, sick creatures, 
the moment they feel one throb of return- 
ing health striving to master their alphabet 
or spell out their Bible. In the evening, 
or rather in the fading twilight, some two 
hundred of them crept from the ‘wards, and 
seated themselves in a circle around a black 
exhorter. Religion to them was a real 
thing ; and so their worship had the beauty 
of sincerity, while I ought to add that it 
was not marked by that grotesque extrava- 
gance sometimes attributed toit. One can- 
not but think better of the whole race after 
the experience of such a Sabbath. The only 
drawback to your satisfaction is, that they 
die quicker and from less cause than the 
whites. They have not the same stubborn 
hopefulness and hilarity. Why, indeed, 
should they have ? 

Speaking of the white soldiers, cevery- 
body who goes into their hospitals is hap- 
pily disappointed,—you see so much order 
and cheerfulness, and so little evidence of 
pain and misery. The soldier is quite as 
much a hero in the hospital as on the battle- 
field. Give him anything to be cheerful 
about, and he will improve the opportunity. 
You see men who have lost an arm or a leg, 
or whose heads have been bruised almost 
out of likeness to humanity, as jolly as they 
can be over little comforts and pleasures 
which ordinary eyes can hardly see with a 
magnifying glsss. Soit happens that a camp 
of six thousand sick and wounded, which 
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seems at a distance a concentration of hu- 
man misery that you cannot bear to behold, 
when near does not look half so lugubrious 
as you expected; and you are tempted to — 
accuse the sick men of having entered 
into a Gon ADAEH to look unnaturally 
happy. 

If you go back now six or thirteen miles 
to the field hospitals, you find nothing es- 
sentially different. The system and its prac- 
tical workings are the same. But it isa 
perpetual astonishment to find that here, 
near to the banks of a river that has not a 
respectable village on its shores, from Fort- 
ress Monroe to Richmond,—here, in a 
houseless and desolate land which can be 
reached only by roads which are intersected 
by gullies, which plunge into sloughs of 
despond, which lose themselves in the ridges 
of what were once cornfields, or meander 
amid stumps of what so lately stood a forest, 
—that here you have every comfort for the 
sick: all needed articles of clothing, the 
shirts and drawers, the socks and slippers ; 
and all the delicacies, too, the farinas, the 
jellies, the canned meats and fruits, the con- 
centrated milk, the palatable drinks and 
stimulants, and even fresh fruits and vege- 
tables. And in such profusion, too? I 
asked the chief agent of the Commission in 
the Ninth Corps how many orders he filled 
in a day. “ Look for yourself.’ I took 
down the orders ; and there they were, one 
hundred and twenty strong, some for little 
and some for much, some fora single article 
and some for a dozen articles. 

But it is not in camps of long standing © 
that the wounded and sick suffer for want 
of care or lack of comforts. It is when the 
base is suddenly changed, when all order is 
broken up, when there are no tents at hand, 
when the stores are scattered, nobody knows 
where, after a great battle perhaps, and the 
wounded are pouring in upon you like a 
flood, and when it seems as if no human 
energy and no mortal capacity of transpor- 
tation could supply the wants. both of the 
well and the sick, the almost insatiable de- 
mands of the battle-field and the equally un- 
fathomable needs of the hospital, it is then 
that the misery comes, and it is then that 
the Commission does its grandest work. 
After the battles of the Wilderness and 
Spottsylvania, twenty-five thousand wounded 
were crowded into Fredericksburg, where 
but ten thousand were expected. For a 
time supplies of all kinds seemed to be lit- 
erally exhausted. There were no beds. 
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There was not even straw. There were not 
surgeons enough nor attendants enough. 
There was hardly a supply of food. Some 
found it difficult to get a drop of cold water. 
Poor, wounded men, who had wearily trudged 
from the battle-field and taken refuge in a 
deserted house, remained hours and a day 
without care, and without secing the face 
of any but their wounded comrades. Then 
the Sanitary Commission sent its hundred 
and fifty agents to help the overburdened 
surgeons. Then every morning it des- 
patched its steamer down the Potomac 
crowded with necessaries and comforts. 


Then with ceaseless industry its twenty. 
wagons, groaning under their burden, went 


to and fro over the wretched road from Belle 
Plain to Fredericksburg. A credible wit- 
ness says that for several days nearly all 
the bandages and a large proportion of the 
hospital supplies came from its treasury. 
No mind can discern and no tongue can de- 
clare what valuable lives it saved, and what 
sufferings it alleviated. Whoshall say that 
Christian charity has not its triumphs proud 
as were ever won on battle-field? If the 
Commission could boast only of its first 
twenty-four hours at Antietam and Gettys- 
burg and its forty-eight hours at Fredericks- 
burg, it would have earned the everlasting 
gratitude and praise of all true men. 

But is there nota reverse to this picture ? 
Are there no drawbacks to this success? Is 
there no chapter of abortive plans, of un- 
faithful agents, of surgeons and attendants 
appropriating or squandering charitable 
eifts ? These are questions which are often 
honestly asked, and the doubts which they 
express or awaken have cooled the zeal and 
slackened the industry.of many an earnest 
worker. There is no end to the stories 
which have been put in circulation. I re- 
member a certain mythical blanket which 
figured in the early part of the war, and 
which, though despatched to the soldier, 
was found a few weeks after, by its owner, 
adorning the best bed of a hotel in Wash- 
ington. To be sure it seemed to have pur- 
sued a wandering life,—for now it was sent 
from the full stores of a lady in Lexington, 
and now it was stripped perhaps by a poor 
widow from the bed of her children, and 
then it was heard from far off in the West, 
ever seeking, but never reaching, its true 
destination. Without heeding any such 
stories, although they have done infinite 
mischief, I answer to honest queries, that I 
have no doubt that sometimes the stores of 
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the Commission are both squandered and 
misappropriated. I do not positively know 
it; but I am sure that it would be a miracle 
if they were not. It would be the first time 
in human history that so large and varied a 
business, and extending over such a breadth 
of country and such a period of time, was 
transacted without waste. Look at the 
facts. Here are thousands of United States 
surgeons, and attendants of all ages and 
characters, through whose hands many of 
these gifts must necessarily go. What 
wonder, if here and there one should be 
found whose principles were weaker than 
his appetites? Consider also the tempta- 
tions. These men are hard-worked, often 
scantily fed. Every nerve is tried by the 
constant presence of suffering, and every 
sense by fetid odors. Would it be surpri- 
sing, if they sometimes craved the luxuries 
which were so close at hand? Moreover, 
the Commission employs hundreds of men, 
the very best it can get, but it would be too 
much to ask that all should be models of 
prudence, watchfulness, and integrity. 

I allow, then, that some misappropriation 
is not improbable. At the same time I do 
say, that every department is vigilantly 
watched, and that the losses are trivial, 
compared with the immense benefits. Ido 
say, emphatically, that to bring a wholesale 
charge against whole classes, whose mem- 
bers are generally as high-minded and hon- 
orable as any other, to accuse them as a 
body of wretched peculations, is simply false 
and slanderous. I maintain that fidelity is 
the rule, and that its reverse is the petty 
exception; and that it would be in opposi- 
tion to all rules by which men conduct their 
lives to suffer such exceptions to influence 
our conduct, or diminish our contributions 
to a good cause. In business how often we 
are harassed by petty dishonesty or great 
frauds! Nevertheless, the tide of business 
sweeps on. Why? Because the good so 
outweighs the evil. The railroad employee 
is negligent, and some terrible accident oc- 
curs. But the railroad keeps on running all 
the same; for the public convenience and 
welfare are the law of its life, and private 
peril and loss but an occasional episode. By 
the same rule we support, without misgiv- 
ing, the Commission, because the good which 
it certainly does, and the suffering it relieves, 
in their immensity cover up and put out of 
sight mistakes, which are incident to all hu- 
man enterprise, and which are guarded 
against with all possible vigilance. 
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But allow all the good which is claimed, 
and that the good far transcends any possi- 
ble evil, and then we are met by these fur- 
ther questions: Is such an organization 
necessary? Cannot Government do the 
work? And if so, ought not Government 
to do it? 

I might with propriety answer: Suppose 
that Government ought to do the work and 
does not, shall we fold our hands and let 
our soldiers suffer? But the truth is, Go- 
vernment does do its duty. Some persons 
foolishly exagyerate the work of theyCom- 
mission. They talk as though it were the 
only salvation of the wounded, as though 
the Government let everything go, and that, 
if the Commission and kindred societies did 
not step in, there would not be so much as 
a wreck of our army left. Such talk is sim- 
ply preposterous. The Commission, con- 
sidered as a free, spontaneous offering of a 
loyal people to the cause of our common 
country, is a wonderful enterprise. The 
Commission, standing ready to supply any 
deficiency, to remedy any defect, and to meet 
any unforeseen emergency, has done a good 
work that cannot be forgotten. But, com- 
pared with what Government expends upon 
the sick, its resources are nothing. I have 
not the figures at hand, though I have seen 
them; and it is hardly too much to say that, 
where the society has doled out a penny, the 
Government has lavished a pound. 

No sane defender, therefore, of this char- 
ity supports it on any such ground as that 
it is the principal benefactor of the soldier. 
The Commission alone could no more sup- 
port our hospitals than it could the universe. 
But the homely adage, “It is best to have 
two strings to your bow,” applies wonder- 
fully to the case. In practical life men act 
upon this maxim. They like to have an 
adjunct to the best-working machinery, a 
sort of reserved power. very sensible 
person sees that our mail arrangements fur- 
nish to the whole people admirable facili- 
ties. Nevertheless, we like to have an ex- 


press, and occasionally to send letters and. 


packages by it. When the children are 
sick, there is nothing so good as the advice 
of the trusted family physician and the un- 
wearied care of the mother. Yet when the 
physician has done his work and gone his 
way, and when the mofher is worn out by 
days of anxiety and nights of watching, we 
deem it a great blessing if there is a kind 
neighbor who will come in, not to assume 
the work, but to help it on a little. The 


The Sanitary Commission Bulletin. 


Commission, looking at the hospitals and 
the armies from a different point of view, 
sees much that another overlooks, and in an 
emergency, when all help is too little, brings 
fresh aid that is a priceless blessing. To 
the plain, substantial volume of public ap- 
propriations it adds the beautiful supple- 
ment of private benefactions. That is all 
that it pretends to do. 

There are some special reflections that. 
bear upon the point which we are consider- 
ing. This war was sprung upon an unwar- 
like people. ‘The officers of Governtnent, 
when they entered upon their work, had no 
thought of the gigantic burdens which have 
fallen upon their shoulders. Since the war 
began Government, like every body else, has 
had to learn new duties, and to learn them 
amid the stress and perplexity of a great 
conflict. And, among other things, it has 
been obliged, in some respects, to recast its 
medical regulations to meet the prodigious 
enlargement of its medical work. Beyond 
a doubt, much help, which, on account of 
this imperfection of the medical code itself, 
or of the inexperience of many who admin- 
istered it, was needed by our hospitals at 
the commencement of the war, is not needed 
now, and much help that is needed now 
may not, if the war lasts, be needed in the 
future. But it takes time to move the ma- 
ehinery of a great state. And when any 
change is to become the permanent law of 
public action, it ought to take both time 
and thought to effect it. You do not wish 
to alter and realter the framework of a 
state or of a state’s activity as you would 
patch up a ruinous old house. If you work 
at all in any department, you should wish to - 
work on a massive, well-considered plan, so 
that what you do may last. It is not likely, 
therefore, that, in the great field of suffering 
which the war has laid open to us, the pub- 
lic ministries will either be so quickly or so. 
perfectly adjusted as to make private min- 
istries a superfluity. 

Neither do we reflect enough upon the 
limitations of human power. We think © 
sometimes of Government as a great living 
organism of boundless resources. But, after 
all, in any department of state, what plans, 
what overlooks, what vitalizes, is one single 
human mind. And it is not easy to get 
minds anywhere clear enough and capacious 
enough for the large duties. It is easy to 
obtain men who can command a company 
well. It is not difficult to find those who 
can control efficiently a regiment. There 
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are many to whom the care of five thousand 
men is no burden; a few who are adequate 
to an army corps. But the generals who 
can handle with skill a hundred thousand 
men, and make these giant masses do their 
bidding, are the rare jewels in war’s dia- 
dem. ven so is it in every department of 
life. Itis perhaps impossible to find a mind 
which can sweep over the whole field of our 
medical operations, and prepare for every 
emergency, and avoid every mistake; not 
because all men are unfaithful or incapa- 
ble, but because there must be a limit to the 
most capacious intellect. Looking simply 
at the structure of the human mind, we 
might have foreseen, what facts have amply 
demonstrated, that in a war of such magni- 
tude as that which we are now waging there 
always must be room for an organization 
like the Sanitary Commission to do its 
largest and noblest work. 

But, above and beyond all such reflec- 
tions, there are great national and patriotie 
considerations which more than justify, yea, 
’ demand, the existence of our war charities. 
Allowing that the outward comfort of the 
soldier (and who would grant it?) might be 
accomplished just as well in some other 
way,—allowing that in a merely sanitary 
aspect the Government could have done all 
that voluntary organizations have under- 
taken, and have done it as well as they or 
or better than they,—even then we do not 
allow for a moment that what has been spent 
has been wasted. What is the Sanitary 
Commission, and what are kindred associa- 
tions, but so many bonds of love and kind- 
ness to bind the soldier to his-home, and to 
keep him always a loyal citizen in every 
hope and in every heart-throb? This is the 
influence which: we can least of all afford to 
lose. He must have been blind who did 
not see at the outset of the war that, beyond 
the immediate danger of the hour, there were 
other perils. We were trying the most tre- 
mendous experiment that was ever tried by 
any people. Out of the most peaceful of 
races we were creating a nation of soldiers. 
In a few months where there seemed to be 
scarcely the elements of martial strength, 
we were organizing an army which was to 
be at once gigantic and efficient. Who could 
calculate the effect of such a swift change? 
The questions many a patriotic heart might 
have asked were these: When this wicked 
rebellion is ended, when these myriads of our 
brethren whose lives have been bound up in 
that wondrous collective life, the life of a 
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great army, shall return to their quiet homes 
by the hills and streams of New England, 
or on the rolling prairies of the West, will 
they be able to merge their life again in the 
simple life of the community out of which 
they came? Will they find content at the 
plough, by the loom, in the workshop, in 
the tranquil labors of civil life? Can they, 
in short, put off the harness of the soldier, 
and resume the robe of the citizen? Many 
a one could have wished to say to every sol- 
dier, as he went forth to the war, ‘“ Remem- 
ber that, if God spares your life, in a few 
months or a few years you will come back, 
not officers, not privates, but sons and hus- 
bands and brothers, for whom some home 
is waiting and some human heart throbbing. 
Never forget that your true home is not in 
that fort beside those frowning eannon, not 
on that tented field amid the glory and 
power of military array, but that it nestles 
beneath yonder hill, or stands out in sun- 
shine on some fertile plain. Remember that 
you are a citizen yet, with every instinct, 
with every sympathy, with every interest, 
and with every duty of a citizen.” 

Can we overestimate the influence of these 
associations, of these Soldiers’ Aid Societies, 
rising up in every city and village, in pro- 
ducing just such a state of mind, in keep- 
ing the soldier one of us, one of the people? 
Five hundred thousand hearts following 
with deep interests his fortunes,—twice five 
hundred thousand hands laboring for his 
comfort,—miillions of dollars freely lavished 
to relieve his sufferings,—millions more of 
tokens of kindness and good-will going 
forth, every one of them a message from the 
home to the camp: what is all this but 
weaving a strong network of alliance be- 
tween civil and military life, between the 
citizen at home and the citizen soldier? If 
our army is a remarkable body, more pure, 
more clement, more patriotic than other 
armies,—if our soldier is everywhere and 
always a true-hearted citizen,—it is because 
the army and soldier have not been cast off 
from public sympathy, but cherished and 
bound to every free institution and every 
peaceful association by golden cords of love. 
The good our Commissions have done in 
this respect cannot be exaggerated; it is 
incalculable. 

Nor should we forget the influence they 
have had on ourselves,—the reflex influence 
which they have been pouring back into 
the hearts of our people at home, to quicken 
their patriotism. We often say that the 
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sons and brothers are what the mothers and 
sisters make them. Can you estimate the 
electric force which runs like an irresistible 
moral contagion from heart to heart in a 
community all of whose mothers and 
‘daughters are sparing that they may spend, 
and learning the value of liberty and coun- 
try by. laboring for them? It does not seem 
possible, that, amid the divers interests and 
selfish schemes of men, we ever could have 
sustained this war, and carried it to a suc- 
cessful issue, had it not been for the moral 
cement which these wide-spread philan- 


thropie enterprises have supplied. Every — 


man who has given liberally to support the 
Commission has become a missionary .of 
patriotism ; every woman who has cut and 
made the garments and rolled the bandages 
and knit the socks has become a missionary. 
And so"the country has been full of mis- 
sionaries, true-hearted and loyal, pleading, 
“ Be patient, put up with inconveniences, 
suffer exactions, bear anything, rather than 
sacrifice the nationality our fathers’ be- 
queathed to us!” And if our country is 
saved, it will be in no small degree because 
so many have been prompted by their be- 
nevolent activity to take a deep personal 
interest in the struggle and in the men who 
are carrying on the struggle. 

These national and patriotic influences 
are the crowning blessings which come in 
the train of the charities of the war; and 
they constitute one of their highest claims 
to our affection and respect. The unpatri- 
otic utterances which in these latter days 
so often pain our ears, the weariness of 
burdens which tempt so many to be ready 
to accept anything and to sacrifice anything 
to be rid of them, admonish us that we need 
another uprising of the people and another 
re-birth of patriotism; and they show us 
that we should cherish more and more 
everything which fosters noble and national 
sentiments. And when this war is over, 
and the land is redeemed, and we come to 
ask what things have strengthened us to 
meet and.overcome our common peril, may 
we not prophesy that high among the in- 
strumentalities which have husbanded our 
strength, and fed our patriotism, and knit 
more closely the distant parts of our land 
and its divided interests, will be placed the 
United States Sanitary Commission ? 


To Ticknor and Fields, publishers of 
Atlantic Monthly, our readers are indebted 
for the foregoing valuable article. 


LETTER FROM NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE. 
BY C. B. RUGGLES. 
March 1, 1865. 


THE GRAVES OF THE DEAD. 


I report the following in regard to my 
work on the battle-field of Nashville, during 
the past few weeks. Karly in January my 
attention was called to the bodies of the 
heroes of this battle, by many persons 
coming here from the North in search of the 
remains of departed friends. One man, a 
Mr. Bracken, from St. Paul, Minnesota, was 
here for several weeks, searching for the grave 
of his brother. After visiting the regiment, 
now lying at Eastport, of which his brother 
was a member, and getting directions from 
the men who buried him, he was at last 
successful in finding the place of his burial, 
although some wanton hand had removed 
the head-board and every trace of. the grave. 
While aiding Mr. B. in his search, I made 


. a record of the locality of every grave which 


we could find with the names on the head- 
boards, whenever there were any. These 
graves were scattered over a large extent of 
territory, from the Charlotte to beyond the 
Franklin pike; in yards and gardens, near 
houses, by the road-side, in meadows and 
tillage lands, in the woods, by fences, 
wherever the poor boys had chanced to fall 
—except the graves of negro soldiers and a 
few of the whiter, but not otherwise nobler 
heroes. The negroes, some fifty in num- 
ber, were buried in one trench, near the 
Overton Hill, and another treet in front 
of Compton’s "Hill, holds fifteen Minnesota 
boys. The list of names from the head- 
boards, enabled several to find the graves of 
their friends quite easily. 


A BENEDICTION. 


One man, from a town in N. Y., came to 
a surgeon in one of the hospitals here, and 
asked his aid in finding the graye of his 
friend. The surgeon, in his perplexity, 
came to the Sanitary Commission, and to 
his surprise was informed where the body 
could be found. The hearty “God bless 
the Sanitary Commission’ which was his. 
expression of thanks, amply repaid me for 
many a hard ride in collecting the list. 


A CLERGYMAN’S’SON. 

A clergyman, from Lowa, came for the body 
of his son; and although he was buried with- 
out a head-board, we were enabled by know- 
ing the position of the regiment in the 
charge, and by accounts which the father 
had from his comrades, to find the grave at 
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once. The above illustrate several instances 


of the kind. 
REMOVAL OF THE DEAD. 


As the spring opened, and preparations 
' were being made to till the land, it was 
evident that many of the graves, if the bodies 
were permitted to remain on the field, must 
soon be obliterated ; and also those near the 
houses would soon be removed by the occu- 
pants. ‘The head-boards in several instances 
had already been destroyed; therefore, [ 
determined to make an effort for the re- 
moval of all the bodies to the Soldiers’ Cem- 
_ etary, where the graves could be well 
marked, and monuments erected over their 
last resting places, if friends desire. Besides, 
in the removal we could examine the bodies 
of the “unknown,” and perhaps be able to 
answer some of the many inquiries which 
are received here, for friends who were last 
heard of before the battle of Nashville. 

A statement of the case was made to 
General Miller, commander of the post, who 
fully sympathized with the project, and im- 
mediately made an arrangement with Mr. 
Cornelius, the government undertaker, to 
remove the bodies of all Union soldiers, un- 
der the superintendence of the Sanitary 
Commission. ‘The work is now going on, 
some 50 bodies have already been removed, 
and in one or two weeks it will be com- 
pleted. The bodies are taken up, and a re- 
cord is made of everything which will help 
friends to recognize them. I select a few 
names from the record, to illustrate. 


RECORDS OF UNKNOWN. y 


Unknown Soldier—Brown hair, full 
beard, cavalry man, shot in side by shell, 
five feet eight inches high, aged about 22, 
buried to the left of Hillsboro’ pike, near J. 
Compton’s, body covered with tent cloth, a 
gum blanket near grave was marked W. 
Hall or Hale, 100 O. V. I. Number of 
grave, 12,274. 7 

Unknown Officer.~Buried beside lane 
leading to Casmon’s house. Officer’s blouse, 
staff buttons, five feet five inches high, light 
hair, heavy moustache, small goatee, rest of 
face smooth, checked muffler about the neck, 
buried in box, reported by negroes td have 
died the night of the 15th ot December, 
and to have been buried by a friend, who 
called him Captain. Number of grave, 
12,275. 3 | 

THE WIFE. 

J. Henry.—Highth Wisconsin, Co. I. 

Buried near Castleman’s place. Head-board 
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was marked with his wife’s address, viz :— 
Mrs. J. Henry, Viroqua, Vernon County, 
Wisconsin. Number of grave, 12,276. 
Hach body as it is taken up is placed in a 
neat coffin, the same as those used in bury- 
ing from the hospitals, and laid in a sepe- 
rate grave,in a square set apart for the 
Nashville heroes. The graves are numbered 
in order with all others buried from the 
hospitals. I think the number of bodies 
will not much exceed two hundred. When 
this work at Nashville is completed we hope 
to get the same done at Franklin. 
_ A request has already been sent to Gen- 
eral Thomas for the order, but his action is 
not yet known. 


LEITERS FROM WILMINGTON, N. ¢. 
BY T, W. FOSTER. 
February 27, 1865 

I have the honor to report the workings 
of the Sanitary Commission in the Army of 
the Ohio, Department of North Carolina, 
during the month of February, 1865. 

On February the 8th, I arrived at Fort 
Fisher with the large supply of goods that 


| was shipped from City Point on the 2d. 


Through the kindness of Capt. Lamb, A. Q. 
M., I got the whole supply at the station du- 
ring the afternoon. 


HOW IT WORKS. 


On the 9th, 10th, and 11th I went around 
to every regiment in the field, leaving each 
regiment its portion of paper and envelopes, 
and at the same time giving the regiments 
an order for dried fruit, according to their 
aggregate strength, which was highly ap- 
preciated by officers and men, as some had 
béen sixty and even ninety days without 
vegetables. ; | 

On the nights of the 11th and 13th, the 
24th corps was ordered up the beach, about 
fifteen miles. 1 followed them, returning in 
the morning, and as no wagons were allowed 
to go, I packed my mule, soas to be on hand 
if any sanitary stores should be wanted. 

THE ADVANCE. 


Dr. Washburn thanked me kindly for be- 
ing on the ground, as transportation was so 
limited. On the 12th, General Terry moved 
his whole force about two miles in advance 
of the old works, thus bringing his outer 
line under the rebel breastworks. The col- 
ored division was in advance; our casualties 
were light. I followed up the army Field — 
Hospital with supplies, giving the wounded 
milk punch, and clean clothing before go- 
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ing to the rear, particularly those who had 
suffered amputation. 

The wounded were sent to the base hos- 
pital, some five miles distant, inarmy wagons; 
and on their arrival they were well cared for 
by Mr. Adams; he deserves much credit for 
the manner in which he distributed milk 
punch, clothing, Xe. 

On the morning of the 19th, at. 1 o’clock, 
A.M., I received a request to accompany the 
troops that were to cross the river. I 
loaded my cart with shirts, drawers, socks, 
tea, milk, canned beef, whiskey, &c., Xe. ; 
during the day there were 19 wounded and 
1 killed. The hospital had no transpor- 
tation except what men could carry on 
stretchers, so you will readily see that all 
the wounded would get was what the Sani- 
tary agents could furnish them. 


ON THE RIVER. 


After the wounded were all taken care of, 
I secured a sail boat to run stores up the 
river,as they were needed. As the cart would 
get empty, I filled it from the boat, moving 
with the army up the river, which served as 
a base. 


RECEPTION BY PRISONERS. 


On the 22nd, about 10 o’clock a.m., I 
entered Wilmington with the troops, who 
marched up the streets to the buildings now 
occupied by our captured soldiers. There 
was a scene that no language that I can 
write can eXpress ; ; feelings of sympathy 
were aroused in all for the poor fellows, 
and indignation against those who are re- 
sponsible for their starvation. ‘The next 
thought that seemed to enter the mind 
was, what can the Sanitary do for the poor 
fellows? Many would look at the little 
flag on the cart so heavily loaded, and say, 
‘God bless the Sanitary.” It was here I 
left the column and commenced distributing 
clothing, &c. 

I gave the cooks beef-stock to make up 
at once, for men that had not tasted meat 
or soup for three months. Tea and milk 
for supper was a great treat for the poor 
boys. 

ma Adams has not as yet arrived from 
Fort Fisher. I have not heard from you or 
the supply that I ordered on the 11th inst. 
I am in hopes to hear from them, and hear 
that a large and general supply is on the 
way. 

Three thousand prisoners arrived here 
this day. 


. 
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March 5, 1865. 


I have the honor to make a report of the 
work of the Commission, in this department, 
since the capture of Wilmington. 


THE EXCHANGE. 


About ten days ago our exchanged pris- 
oners commenced coming in. I was noti- 
fied by the medical director of the fact, seve- 
ral hours beforehand, and knowing their 
condition I immediately pressed ten colored 
men to work, making fires and drawing 
water. 

By the time the first boat arrived, we had 
some 90 gallons of hot milk-punch, which 
we distributed to them as they landed; this 
has been done with every boat that has arriv- 
ed, and before leaving they were furnished 
with more for their use on the journey. We 
have, since the 22d of February, furnished 
all the hospitals with milk-punch, ready © 
made, for those who required it; and these 
are not a few. ‘The hospitals are all full, 
and about 1,500 men are in the railroad 
depot; the majority of them are almost 
starved to death. We have them drawn 
up in line, with cups in their hands, and 
then send three or four men with buckets, 
who pass along with the punch, giving each 
man his portion. Time after time has the 
Commission been heartily cheered. by these 
starved, ragged, abused, but brave soldiers. 

There was a great demand for clothing, 
but owing to our limited supply, and the 
great number of calls, many were refused 
who really needed it ; but they Be complain 
when told there was non e, 

On the 21st inst. I followed up the army | 
on the right bank of the river, with a strong 
mule and cart, heavily loaded with beet: 
stock, milk, tea, sugar, crackers, farina, 
shirts, drawers, socks, rags, bandages, &e., 
&c., and distributed them from time to time 
to the best advantage. | 

I think the Commission has done a vast 
amount of good in this department, with 
the quantity of stores furnished, and I have 
been aided very much by the following 
articles, which have been turned over to 
me :—22 barrels liquor, 16 of whiskey, 6 
of rum, 7 barrels of dried apples, one-half 
barrel of sugar, 1 barrel of syrup, 1 barrel 
of fish, 50 lbs. hams, 50 lbs. of crackers. 
These were given to me by the provost- 
marshal, who has promised to send me two 
or three cases of tobacco. 

I hope to hear from you soon, and see a 
good load of stores. . 
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“NEW YORK OBSERVER” AND TWENTY 
FACTS. — 


- The following article, from the New 
York Observer, was noticed in the last num- 
ber of the Buttetin. The reply there 
given cannot be admitted into the columns 
of the Observer without the publication of 


the following inthe Butuetin. We cheer- | 


fully afford the needed space to the Od- 
server, and wish our readers to compare the 
two articles and judge for themselves. The 
question of circulating religious reading in 
the army has been discussed now for four 
years, in all its bearings, and a few facts 
have been established, which we prefix to 
the Observer’s article, as follows : . 


1. The soldiers must have reading mat- 
ter. 

2. The Government does not supply it. 
8. The soldiers cannot procure it them- 
selves. 
4. The people must furnish it. 

5. The people must furnish it through 
some voluntary agency, emenating from 
themselves. 

6. The first agency that appeared in the 
field, as the expression of the people, was 
the U. 8. Sanitary Commission. 

7. This agency comprehended the whole 
work, and as the war progressed, it enlarged 
its sphere of operations; and has received, 
all the time, the sympathy and support of 
the people. : 

8. It has always been the office of the 
Sanitary Commission to furnish supplies of 
all needed kinds, to all the army in all places, 
where the Government required its help. 

9. It has been busily engaged doing this 
work of distributing supplies, and reading 
matter of various kinds, from churches, and 
publishing houses, and benevolent individu- 
als, and still has the esteem and confidence 
of the people and the army, as well as the 
encouragement and aid of the Government. 

10. A new organization, called the Chris- 
tian Commission, came into the field, six 
~ months after the United States Sanitary 
Commission was appointed by President 
Vou. I.. No. 36 72 
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Lincoln, and assumed the work of collecting 
and distributing religious reading. 

11. This Commission, assuming thename 
“Christian” as a distinctive title, claimed 
to represent the Christian sentiment of the 
people, and to be the judge, for the army, 
as to what was Christian reading matter, 
and act accordingly. 

12. The Christian people did not with- 
draw their support from the Sanitary Com- 
mission, but were as zealous as ever in of- 
fering their contributions for its support. 

13. The Sanitary Commission proposed 
to form a union between the two organiza- 
tions, so that they should act in harmony 
with each other, and thus teach foreign na- 
tions, that while the American people were 
struggling for their perpetuity as one 
nation, they could demonstrate one spirit 
of true Christian charity and effort in the 
trying times of their struggle. } 

14, The Christian Commission refused to 
accept the offer, and thus failed to confess 
the broad charity of a common brotherhood 
in this work. € 

15. There was thus exhibited to the 
country the original national organization 
appointed by the Government, with its 
new and zealous rival—the first embra- 
cing all the people, and covering the wide 
field of the nation’s resources; the second 
excluding from its communion a_ large 
portion of the people, and yet asking from 
all a liberal support. 

16. These two organizations are now in 
the field, both doing the same work. 

17. The chief objection to the Sanitary 
Commission is, that it is broad, comprehen- 
sive, and unfettered by ecclesiastical rules. 

18. The chief boast of the Christian 
Commission is, that it excludes from its fel- 
lowship all who do not subscribe to certain 
teachings of religion, which they assert are 
necesssry to the Christian character. 

19. The people perceive and understand 
the difference, and can afford to go on with 
their work of supplying the army and help- 
ing the Government, without being moved 
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from their purpose by discussions as to who 
are, and who are not Christians. 

20. That man is a Christian, and that so- 
ciety a Christian society, which does the 
whole work of Christ in the way of His 
appointment. 

Who will be the judge? Man in,his ig 
norance, or God in his wisdom? * 

From N. Y. Observer. 


SANITARY SUPPLIES FOR SOULS OF 
SOLDIERS. 


From various quarters we receive infor- 
mation of the wide and constant circulation 
of Universalist and Unitarian tracts in the 
army, and through the agency of the Sani- 
tary Commission. We speak of it not to 
find fault, either with those who furnish or 
those who distribute them. And in making 
use of the fact to awaken new and larger 
interest in efforts to give the pure gospel, 
the real bread of life, to our brave soldiers, 
we are specially solicitous to avoid the sus- 
picion of a desire to censure those who do 
not believe as we do, for seeking to persuade 
others to believe as they do. “ 

Of course we think it evil, and only evil, 
to put into the hands of any man, especially 
one who is Pe the dangers of war, 
a tract with such teachings as this: 

“God is love, and he loves us right 
through. He loves us here, he will love us 
yonder. He loves us now, he will love us 
forever. Death makes no difference with 
the love of God. When the body is dead, 
then God takes takes that one good grain 
that is in us all, and plants it again in bet- 
ter soil than this, and under a kindlier sky, 
and he will care for us, and see to our growth 
ferever and forever.’’ 

This is from a tract for a sick soldier, 
one of a series of army tracts, published by 
the American Unitarian Association, and 
distributed by the Sanitary Commission, in 
the hospitals of the army, from the Potomac 
to the mouth of the Mississippi. The tract 
is full of the doctrine of Universalism, and 
it is read by hundreds and thousands of sick 
and dying men. A correspondent of the 
Monthly Journal of the Unitarian Associa- 
tion says of this tract: “ Boys in the hos- 
pitals at Frederick have told me that they 
have read and re-read wt five or six times.” 
In the same number of the Journal the re- 
lief agent of the Sanitary Commission, at 
Newbern, says: “I wish L had a large in- 
voice of your army tracts and the Soldier’s 
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Companion, for distribution in the camps 
and hospitals of this department. Your 
publications would be gladly received here, 
and would do great good. I am in a posi- 
tion to give them an extensive circulation.” 
Again, at Washington, Rev. F. A. Knapp, 
agent of the Sanitary Commission there, 
acknowledging a second box of 4,000 tracts, 
says: ‘‘Allow me to thank the Association 
through you, and for the Sanitary Commis- 
sion, for this liberal supply of reading (and 
singing) matter. Although so large, it will 
be distributed within ten days at the fur- 
thest, and give aid and comfort to a great 
many suffering soldiers. We shall then be 
ready and glad to receive again of your 
bounty for these poor fellows, who ask for 
books as if craving for food.” The agents 
of the Sanitary Commission not only dis- 
tribute, but beg for these supplies of poison 
to give to sick soldiers. We do not object 
to their distributing what is sent to them 
under their rule to circulate all the books 
and tracts sent to them; but we suggest 
that it is carrying the thing a little too far, 


when their agents, who are paid for another’ 


work, make imploring appeals for Univer- 
salist tracts to distribute in the hospitals of 
the army. | 

In another place the publishers of these 
tracts say: ‘‘ We have sent large quantities 
of the tracts to the Sanitary Commission, at 
New York, Washington, Newbern, N. C., 
Louisville, Ky., Evansville, Ind., and St. 
Louis, Mo.; and to hospitals and regiments 
at Baltimore, Annapolis, and Frederick, 
Md.; Philadelphia, New Orleans, and other 
places too numerous to mention.” And- 
their army agent writes: “I am permitted 
to state that it has just been decided by the 
managers of the Sanitary Commission to 
offer to distribute impartially for all denom- 
inations whatever religious reading matter 
they may supply. J took especial pains to 
ascertain by my intercourse with the officers 
of the Commission whether it would be ad- 
visable to avail ourselves of this offer, and 
I am satisfied that it would, (second of 
course to the method already decsribed.) 
This gives us the means of distributing an 
unlimited amount.” 

There are two points toward which it is 
proper for the friends of the Sanitary Com- 
mission and the friends of the gospel of the 
New Testament to turn their attention, in 
connection with the facts we have now re- 
cited. 3 

1. If the Sanitary Commission under- 
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takes to supply religious instruction for the 
army, it will distribute whatever is commit- 
ted to its care for that purpose. It cannot 
be expected to discriminate against books 
containing Roman Catholic, Universalist, or 
even rationalistic and infidel sentiments. 
There is an agency here in New York for 
the publication of infidel tracts, and they 
have been cunningly mixed up with pack- 
ages of Evangelical tracts, and so smuggled 
into the camps and hospitals. The Sanitary 
Commission, with Rev. Dr. Bellows, Unita- 
rian, at its head, cannot decline to send 
these or any other publications entrusted to 
them. And it is worthy of inquiry if this 


was the service for which the Sanitary Com- 


mission is instituted and supported by the 
contributions of the patriotic and benevo- 
lent? Kvery man who gives a dollar to its 
funds aids in supporting those agents who 
send their appeals for Universalist books 
and tracts, and then distribute them among 
the soldiers. We are free to express our 
deep and solemn conviction that the Sani- 
tary Commission should decline altogether 
the work of circulating religious reading, 
rather than be made the agent for the spread 
of those works which the great body of its 
supporters believe to be destructive. to the 
souls of men. If it does work for one sect, 
it must for all; and, as there is no neces- 


sity for its aid in this department of labor, . 


it is worthy of its consideration whether im- 
partial duty to its patrons does not demand 
the expenditure of its strength upon the 
appropriate work for which it was instituted, 
leaving the distribution of tracts, good or 
bad, to other agencies formed for that pur- 
pose. 

Another point is this: If the mighty 
agency of the Sanitary Commission is em- 
ployed in ‘distributing Universalist tracts to 
‘an unlimited amount” among our sick and 
dying soldiers, is it not the duty of evan- 
gelical Christians to put forth vastly aug- 
mented efforts to give the knowledge of the 
way of life by Jesus Christ to them who are 
ready to perish? Hundreds and thousands 
of soldiers haye been converted by these 
efforts, and the intelligence we have from 
the army is full of encouragement to in- 
crease and exténd them. While those who 
teach the soldier that all men, good or bad, 
will be saved, are sowing tares, let us who 
believe that repentance and faith are essen- 
tial to the soul’s salvation, be up and doing 
with our might to give the gospel to the 
army. 
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LETTER FROM DOCTOR AGNEW. . 
' Wimineron, N. C., \ 
March 20, 1865, 11 p.m. 

My Dear Docror :—I am now writing 
from the steamer Chase, at the dock at Wil- 
mington. We left Morehead City at 12 m., 
yesterday, reached the bar off Wilming- 
ton at 10 30 p.m., and came to anchor to 
await daylight and high tides, at 11 a.M., 
we crossed the bar, passing Fort Fisher, 
and reached Wilmington at 1 p.m. We 
immediately sought for Mr. Foster, and 
found him exhausted from hard and con- 
tinuous labor. He had dispensed the last of 
his stores yesterday afternoon at 4 30, our 
arrival, therefore, being most fortunate. I 
saw at once General J. C. Abbott, command- 
ant of the Post, and. Captain Lamb, Post 
(Quartermaster, and obtained a wharf and 
storehouse for our cargo. Dr. J. C. Dalton 
immediately explored the town, and ascer- 
tained that about 1,500 returned prisoners 
and 2,400 sick and wounded from Generals 
Sherman and Terry’s forces were still here 
in hospitals, the former in a condition im- 
possible to- describe, and the latter needing 
also many of our supplies. The medical 
officers were delighted to hear of our ar- 
rival, and expressed the warmest thanks, 
in advance, for the stores brought. General 
J. RK. Hawley, commanding the district, at 
once, upon hearing of our arrival, sent an 
orderly on board of our vessel, with a note 
expressing his gladness at our arrival, and 
a warm sense of the value of the supplies 
of food and clothing which we had bought. 
To-morrow morning at 6 o’clock Captain 
Lamb will send a detail of 50 men to 
unload our vessel, and Mr. Foster, our 
agent, will receive the stores and issue 
them at once. Every thing we have will 
be immediately used. We only left about 
one-fourth of the cargo at Morehead, and I 
cannot tell you how thankful I am that we 
did so. We could not obtain any reliable 
information at Moreheod of the condition 
of things here, and hence our bringing so 
large a portion of the cargo was most provi- 
dential. 

The returned prisoners sent into Wil- 
mington numbered nearly 9,000. About 
7,000 of the less famished have gone North. 
General Abbott, who received our poor fel- 
lows in the exchange, has just told me that 
language would utterly fail to describe their 
condition. Filth, rags, nakedness, starva- 
tion were personified in their condition. 
Many of the men were in a state of mind 
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resembling idiocy, unable to tell their | North. Many, alas! will go to the ceme- 


names, and lost to all sense of modesty, un- 
conscious of their nakedness and personal 
condition. Some of them moving about 
on their hands and knees, unable to stand 
upon their gangrenous feet, looking up like 
hungry dogs, beseeching the observer for a 
bite of bread or a sup of water. Some of 
them hitched along on their hands and but- 
tocks, pushing gangrenous feet literally re- 
duced to bone and shreds before them. 
Others leaned upon staves, and glared from 


sunken eyes through the parchment-like slits - 


of their open eyelids into space, without 
having the power to fix an intelligent gaze 
upon passing objects. Others giggled and 
smirked and hobbled like starved idiots; 
while some adamantine figures walked erect, 
as though they meant to move the skeleton 
homewards so long as vitality enough re- 
mained to enable them to do so. ° To see 
the men who remain here in hospital would 
move a heart as hard and cold as marble. 
Their condition is that of men who have 
for months suffered chronic starvation. 
Their arms and legs look like coarse reeds 
with bulbous joints. Their faces look as 
though a skilful taxidermist had drawn 
tanned skin over the bare skull, and then 
placed false eyes in the orbital cavities. They 
defy description. It would take a pen ex- 
pert in the use of every term known to the 
anatomist and the physician to begin to ex- 
pose their fearful condition. May God, in 
his infinite mercy, forgive the creatures who 
have done this horrid thing. 

Everything we have with us will be needed, 
so that I shall not have much, to leave at 
Morehead on my return. We propose, 
through Dr. Buzzel and the hearty co-ope- 
ration of Generals Hawley and Abbott, 
and Captains Lamb and Hopkins, to 
commence to-morrow to clothe and feed 
these sufferers. We shall issue about 
4,000 suits of woolen clothing, and feed 
every sufferer for at least three weeks to 
come. The surgeons have promised to issue 
our tomatoes, beef stock, condensed milk, 
chocolate, soft crackers, onions and po- 
tatoes as freely as the starved men can 
eat them. They now have army rations, 
and such food as the hospital fund can 
purchase in this bare market, but many 
of them cannot muster physical power enough 
to bite a hard eracker, or stomach to di- 
cest beef or pork. They must be fed with 
nourishing broths and vegetable food for 
a long time, before they can be moved 


1,500; also shoes, 1,000. 


tery to lengthen the lines of graves, now 
so long. . 

Wilmington is very, very dirty ; its alleys 
and back-yards are as bad as they can be, 
and no one who has not been in the South 
can form an idea of what this means. The 
streets swarm with refugees, 15,000 black 
refugees, and about 5,000 white ones. Al- 
most all of these people occupy one dead 
level of poverty. The negroes can work for 
the Quartermaster and get rations and pay. 
About 4,000 white refugees are fed daily by 
a local relief committee from stores of corn 
mealand rice, while all draw rations from the 
post commissary, of pork and beans. Sucha 
scene [ have never before witnessed. Now, 
a few words in regard to supplies. I cannot 
yet say, in‘whole, what will be needed 
here additional, but we need some help- 
ers for Mr. Foster, who is overworked. 
I would propose to have Mr. Knapp run 
down here at once. Many details in the 
conduct of the future relief work will de- 
mand his skilled labor. Lime is needed 
to disinfect the city, say 500 bbls., in the 
proportion of 150 bbls. of chloride of lime, 
to 350 of unslacked lime. Ice is needed in 
the hospitals. Lemons greatly needed, 
they should be sound ones, or else portable 
lemonade would be better. Slippers are 
needed, say 1,000 pairs. Bed-ticks, say 
I write as I 
think, and therefore may prolong my letter 
and make it more obscure than it should be. 

I shall unload the Chase to-morrow, and 
dispatch her to New York, direct, via Beau- 
fort, N. C., if her coal will carry her there, 
if not, to Fortress Monroe, to coal, and 
thence to New York. She draws too much 
water for us. The Uncas is a better boat 
for our purposes as she can run to Newbern 
via Hatteras inlet, and also over the bar to 
Wilmington. My being compelled to 
lighten the Chase, at Beaufort, caused three 
days’ detention. It is not safe to send a 
steamer to these parts on such errands as 
we run, drawing more than eight and one- 
half feet for Newbern, or twelve for Beau- 
fort, or ten and one-half for Wilmington. 
Send, to repeat, Mr. Knapp to Wilmington 
with an assistant or two, and answer all Dr. 
Page’s requisitions. Send very few, if any, 
potatoes ongpions. Send it to the committee — 
at New York after you have read it. Nothing 
from Dr. Marsh later than my last. Dr. 
Page is deserving of our highest esteem 
and confidence. 


~The Sanitary Commission Bulletin. 


Supplies sent to North Carolina by steamer 
Chase, March 11, 1865, to be drawn 
upon for the relief of exchanged Union 
prisoners, and the sick of General Sher- 
man’s army at Wilmington. 


Flannel shirts......... 2400/Condensed milk, cans. .12000 
Knit shirts............ 2604/Condensed coffee, cans, 92 


Knit drawers.......2.. 2604! Ground coffee, lbs...... 1875 
Wool half-hose........ 6000| Crackers, bbls......... 479 
COLONY SHILLS. 01! eras 10 211|Majizena, cases....... ace 
PLO WEIS. 5 o's.< sop eaienteiese 3984|Corn starch, cases...... +20 
Handkerchiefs......... 1008|Chocolate, lbs......... 3300 
Shoes, pairs.....2..06 60| Bourbon whiskey, btls. 1320 
Beef-stock, lbs......... 2040|Stock ale, bbls......... 10 
Onions, bbls........20 507|Lemon syrup, doz. btls, 8 
Potatoes, bbls......... 520|Smoking tobacco, dozen 

Pickled tomatoes, gals. 1467 papers ....... Sate ann eo 


Pickled onions, gals...31624¢ Tobacco, lbs......2.--. 50 
Pickles, cucumbers, bbls 194)/Thread, Ibs.......-+«. 132 


Weedless i. sec qs -'sle aes 12000) Pen-holders, gross..... 8 
Writing paper, reams.. 270)Pencils, gross......... 4 
Envelopes........ ere O LOU HLM COZ s ssc: stateisiersteie . 24 
PeNS, SLOSS... 2.2.00 .-- 42|Ink-stands, doz........ 12 


Also chloroform, opium, cushions, crutches, 
haversacks, candles, soap, suspenders, 
combs, head-posts, bed-pans, urinals, sta- 
tionary, cooking utensils, tin-cups, &c. 


PETERSBURGH AND RICHMOND. 


That the public may be relieved from 
anxiety with respect to the provision made 
for the comfort of our sick and wounded at 
Richmond, Petersburg, and City Point, the 
Sanitary Commission would say that they 
had on Friday last an abundant supply of 
all things necessary on the spot, and that 
since then two vessels loaded with supplies, 
in addition, have reached City Point, and 
others will be dispatched. 

The Commission, with a view to the pre- 
sent emergency, has provided a full corps 
of agents, both with the army and at the 
hospitals at or near City Point, where most 
of the wounded are brought. 

Two gentlemen of the Commission, from 
this city, visited the army last week, and 
found every preparation made for the emer- 
gency. 

In addition to the heavy stock at City 
Point and with the army, the following 
articles have reached there since Friday 
last. 

Respectfully yours, : 
R. M. Lewis. 


General Superintendent of Philadelphia Branch of the 
United States Sanitary Commission. 


Shirts, woolen......... 10000|Suspenders, pairs...... 1200 
Shirts, cotton hospital.. 2687| Blankets ...........00. 1000 
Drawers, woolen, pairs.10000|Combs, fine, gross..... 2200 
Drawers, cotton, pairs. 2000| Blackb’yordial, btls.. 1200 





Socks, woolen, pairs... 5000|Crackers, Ibs...5...... 200 
Towels....+.-- o++ee-- 20000) Beef and mutton, cans. 1800 
Handkerchiefs ...>...-11000/Cups, tin. ........-.00- 5000 
Comfort bags, house- Pails, wooden....... ..- 140 

wives, &c...... «oe-- 1125;Condensed milk....... 9600 


Slippers, pairs......... 1600|Corn starch, lbs....... 4000 
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Maizena lbs.......e00. 2000| Pickles, galls.......... 1433 
Farina, lbs..... as area 4500] Pickles, jars.......+... 100 
Dried apples, bbls..... ZO Old linen, Tse. + as0 «<6 7 
Camphor mixtures, gr. 5|Jamaica ginger, galls.. 50 
White thread, lbs...... 2a Sugary BMS: <iseado es 1s 20 
Black thread, lbs...... 24|Soap, castile boxes..... 20 
SVS LDS a. ss sle'<lea'ets vice 50|Soap, brown family, 
Tin dippers, with long POXGS.  2sinc cate te gil : 
handles. c.c..s-< -.-. 200/Candles, boxes........ 20 
Combs, coarse, gross... 2200|Knives and forks, gr... 12 
Chocolate, lbs......... 2000 CUSHIONS: sectmiete/<iele'eis's 2000 
Bay pum, btlsiic..e. >. 500| Plates, tin, gro&s....... 6 
Crutches, pairs........ 2000 |Cond. egg (dessicated).. 200 
Con’d lemonade, boxes. 70)Head rests.........00+- 50 
Apple butter, galls.... 75) Plugs tobacco, Ibs...... 2000 
Lemons, boxes,........ 20|Smoking tobacco, lbs... 2000 
PANG ULHeare sree alas aae.e/e) F400 BYOOUQIS 5 ccs diac eee cate 36 
PULVOWS 2'<6.sie/oin's & « ,6,0 0! 300|Tin pails small....... 100 
Fruit asst’d, dried, bbls. 1000|Tobacco pipes, boxes.. 25 


And a large amount of stationery and 
other useful articles —Philadelphia Papers, 
April 5, 1865. 





LETTER FROM PATRICK STATION. 
BY J. HENRY DAVIS. 
March 26, 1865. 


Karly yesterday morning the troops were 
under arms and in motion. Orders were 
given tothe hospitals of the 2d Corps to 
pack up and to be ready to move at a mo- 
ment’s notice. The 2d Corps station, Sani- 
tary Commission, were instructed to pack 
up and move with the 3d Division. The 
surplus stock, large, tent and stove, were 
sent down to the Point under charge of Mr. 
Peck. The two wagons belonging to this 
station were loaded and everything got ready 
for a march. The 5th Corps station did not 
move, the 5th Corps hospital not receiving 
orders to pack up; but Mr. Barton, in charge 
of the station, had his wagons packed, and 
could have moved at short notice. 

Before sunrise of the 25th, the enemy 
made a sortie on front of the 9th Corps, 
surprised and captured a fort, turning its 
guns,upon our troops. The enemy were 
successful for a time, but our brave men 
were soon rallied and forced the enemy to 
retire, after suffering severe loss. Our loss 
was slight, in all not over 400. 

The 2d Corps Legan before daylight to 
feel the ememy’s lines, on their front. The 
8d Division commenced at 3 o'clock to 


' skirmish with the rebel line, which was re- 


sponded to by the enemy with spirit; the 
6th Corps also commenced picket firing. 
This amusement was kept up all day, varied 
by occasional discharge of heavy guns. 
During this time the rebels had strength- 
ened their skirmish and picket line, until it 
became a strong line of battle. About 5 in 
the afternoon the 3d Division of the 2d Corps 
were ordered to charge the rebel lines, which 
they did most gallantly, capturing many 
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prisoners, and the enemy’s old picket line, 
which was held by Alabama and Georgia 
troops. The Ist Divison also charged along 
their lines, capturing many rebels. The 
official list of the wounded foots up to about 
100 killed, and between 5 and 600 wounded, 
and perhaps 50 missing. This loss is be- 
tween thé3d and Ist Divisions. The 2d 
Division suffered slightly, their loss being 
only 40. The 6th Corps also made a charge, 
capturing 500 prisoners and holding their 
old picket line. At dusk the building known 
as General ’s quarters was fired, and 
lit up the scene for some hours. The loss 
of the 6th Corps was between 3 and 400 in 
all. The 5th Corps were, with the excep- 
tion of the Ist Division, in reserve, under 
cover of Fort Fisher, and supporting the 
6th Corps. The Ist Division, 5th Corps, 
were held along the left, on the flank of the 
2d Corps; throwing out their skirmish line 
they found the enemy, engaged him for 
some time, inflicting some loss upon the 
enemy, and losing about 50 in all. Mr. 
Barton is busy looking after the wounded in 
that direction. 

The 6th Corps wounded have all been 
sent in. Our wounded at this point will be 
loaded on the cars at 1 o’clock, and sent to 
the Point. About 1 o’clock yesterday the 
first load of wounded came into the 3d 
Division, 2d Corps. 1 at once gave instruc- 
tions to make milk punch, which was done 
~ and continued far into the night, Up to 
this time over 100 gallons of punch have 
been made and given to the sufferers. All 
about this station have worked well. They 
have, I am proud to say, done their duty. 
Mr. Thomas and Mr. Vasser were dispatched 
to the field with canteens filled with punch, 
and performed signal service in ministering 
to the sorrows of our wounded braves. 

The 1st Division has been supplied with 
crackers and many with shirts. . On every 
side we hear the warmest expressions of 
gratitude to the people of the North, who 
through the Commission, aid so nobly, re- 
membering their fellow citizens on the bat- 
tle-field. My supplies, with a few excep- 
tions, are yet ample; my stock of milk, and 
liquors, and crackers, is getting short. If 
you will send up 8 cases whiskey, 2 barrels 
crackers, 3 cases milk, I think I would be 
be as ready as ever to relieve the wounded. 
If you could add 2 cases tomatoes, it would 
be a blessing. 

On the whole yesterday was a day of vic- 
tory. The object was probably to ascertain 
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the strength of the enemy, and keep them 
in their lines. The official report -foots up 
for this day’s work, 3,800 rebel prisoners, 
1,200 killed and wounded, rebel loss, low, 
5,000. Our loss cannot be over 1,000 or 
1,200. All well, but somewhat tired. 


“IN PRISON AND YE CAME UNTO ME.” 
BY GEO. H. RICE. 
Boston, March 23, 1865. 


DeAR Str :—Yours of 21st instant duly 
received, and, this morning the book came 
to hand. Please accept my warm thanks for 
the same. It will be read with great pleasure, ” 
the more so that I have heard you relate 
some of the incidents while in camp. The 
want of mental exercise was that which we 
suffered for so much. Did I tell you how 
eagerly the books which reached us from 
the Sanitary Commission at New Orleans 
were sought after? If not, you would be 
pleased to learn with what pleasure we re- 
freshed our memories with the first rudi- 
ments of arithmetic, and the various class- 
readers. No one knows, but those that had 
felt our wants, how welcome such things 
were. I confess had I never been a prisoner 
I should never thought of making such se- 
lections; but they are truly welcome, and 
the Sanitary Commission need have no fear — 
of their not being gratefully received, every- 
where. It would have done you good to 
have seen the little groups that got together 
with a piece of board for a slate, and char- 
coal for pencil. 


From the New Orleans Daily True Deita, March 18. : 
THE SANITARY COMMISSION AND CON- 
FEDERATE PRISONERS. 


The following letter shows that it is not 
alone our own gallant soldiers who derive 
benefits from that great charitable institution, 
the Sanitary Commission. A subscription 
is now being taken up among our citizens 
to aid in replenishing the treasury of the_ 
Commission, and with the followigg state- 
ment before them, even persons whose sym- 
pathies are with the rebellion will hardly 
refuse to contribute according to their 
means : 

Sup Istanp, Miss., January 25, 1865. 
U. S. Sanitary Commission, New Orleans, 

La. : 

GENTLEMEN : Serious indisposition, from 
which | am just convalescing, has prevented 
my acknowledging your valuable favors at 
an earlier period. [ have during the past 
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few months réceived from your hands a 
large quantity of pickles, pickled cabbage, 
sauer-kraut, onions, potatoes, shirts, drawers, 
socks, combs, soap, ete., for the use of the 
sick and suffering at this post. Nothing 
could have been more opportune than these 
gratuities. Besides the large number of 
persons ordinarily at this station, we have 
had recently as many as seventeen hundred 
prisoners of war. These, from long ex- 
posure, insufficient food and clothing, and 
utter neglect of personal cleanliness, were 
mostly broken down in health, and were as 
wretched a set of men as were ever assem- 
bled together. The diseases prevailing 
among them were small-pox, measles, scurvy, 


and a great variety of cutaneous and other - 


contagious affections. Out of the entire 
number there were not five hundred exempt 
from disease, and the mortality upon their 
first arrival amounted to an average of two 
cases per day. With your prompt assist- 
ance, together with that of the Medical De- 
partment of the army, we have in a very 
short time been enabled to change this 
gloomy aspect. We have been enabled to 
furnish bedding, clothing, proper diet and 
cleanliness to men who had long been de- 
prived of these comforts. The sick list 
among them has decreased from nearly one 
thousand to less than forty patients, and 
but three men have died in as many weeks. 

Under these circumstances, I cannot too 
sincerely thank you for the kind assistance 
you have rendered, nor too highly commend 
an institution whose good works in the 
cause of humanity areso palpable and potent. 

With much respect, I am, gentlemen, 
your obedient servant, 


Joun H. Ginon, Ass’t Surgeon 
. In Charge of Hospitals at Ship Island, Miss, 


ONE HOSPITAL IN SAVANNAH. 
BY CHAPLAIN JEREMIAH PORTER. 
MARSHALL Hovsp, SAVANNAn, eal 
March 17, 1865. 

I am happy to report that Mrs. Porter 
has continued her labors in this hospital, 
unremitted except by a few days of sick- 
ness, until the present time. That now our 
number being reduced from 400 to about 
100, and of these only a few that are not 
recovering, she is anxious to go to Sher- 
man’s army as soon as it shall find a new 
base on the Atlantic, which we trust will 
be reached before this reaches you. 

In the-twelve weeks since we arrived 
here 27 of our white patients have died and 
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8 colored. * All of these were comforted by 


| the sympathetic attentions of Mrs. Porter, 


as the almoner of the bounties supplied by 
the U. 8. Sanitary Commission. Beside 
preparing light diet and delicacies for the 
feeble and sick, she has replaced garments 
worn out or lost on the battle-field and hos- 
pitals the following, to individuals who could 
not purchase, either because out of money 
or without their descriptive roll: pants, 47 
prs.; flannel shirts, 35; vests, 11; woolen 
drawers, 39; blouses, 14; overcoats, 13; 
prs. stockings, 20; hats, 20; blankets, 24; 
prs. shoes, 14. During one month, from 
Jan. 9th, the opening of the first Sanitary 
goods in this city, to Feb. 7th, Mrs. Porter 
received the following supplies, by request 
of the surgeon in charge, and saw that they 
were distributed so as to comfort the sick :— 
Bbls. potatoes, 2; bbls. dried apples, 2; 
bbls. crackers, 84; cans tomatoes, 48; cans 
milk, 45; cans beef stock, 50; papers fri ina, 
62; corn starch, 47; papers gelatine, 6; 
cans currant jellies, 2; cans extract coffee, 
12; bottles Jamaica ginger, 16; bottles bay 
water, 5; bottles blackberry cordial, 11; 
bottles raspberry-vinegar, 2; prs. pants, 31; 
blouses, 11; hats, 6; prs. shoes, 6; drawers, 
66; shirts, 64; vests, 11; prs. ‘socks, 24. 

During the past month our number of 
sick has been constantly decreasing by re- 
turn of convalescents to duty in the field ; 
by furlough of the wounded, and by send- 
ing the permanently diseased to northern 
hospitals; and Sherman’s army having gone, 
we are receiving very few new patients, yet 
we have drawn liberally from the Sanitary 
rooms. 

The gratitude of the patients for these 
sanitary supplies through our hands has 
been expressed by multitudes of them. I 
have always had from the Sanitary writing 
paper, envelopes, ink, pens and pencils, as 
well as a rich variety of books and papers, 
so that intelleetual as well as physical wants 
have been happily supplied. In the hospital 
chapel, the patients having been removed 
from it, and it being pleasantly seated, we 
have had religious meetings each evening 
for a fortnight of very pleasant religious 
interest. There has been joy here, as 
we trust, in heaven, over sinners repenting 
among convalescents, as well as those who 
have died trusting in the Saviour. 

Among the stores received the past month 
were two pecks of dried currants and as 
many dried blackberries. Nothing except 
the blackbérry cordial has comforted so 
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many sick and contributed so much to the 
comfort of the emaciated as these berries. 
Mrs. Porter keeps some of them stewed on 
hand always, and every one who would be 
benefited by them is readily supplied. They 
are much more profitable than jellies, and 
much more easily brought to the army and 
kept for use. Call loudly for small fruits 
dried, and multitudes comforted by them 
will bless you for it. 

A few days since an escaped prisoner 
from Andersonville from the 111th [linois, 
who was captured on the 22d of June last 
before Atlanta, was brought to our room by 
two of his own regiment who are now nurs- 
ing in this hospital. Testifying to his en- 
itre truthfulness, and finding him almost 
destitute of clothing, as he could bring no- 
thing from his prison except what he wore, 
and having traveled 800 miles in 24 days, 
he was furnished with a complete outfit: a 
hat, an overcoat, a pair of pants, a flannel 
shirt, a pair of drawers, a pair of stockings, 
shoes he had previously obtained. Doffing 
his brown cotton, and clad in his Sanitary 
suit, he hardly retained his personal iden- 
tity. So I gave him a certificate showing 
how he was clothed after his long imprison- 
ment and journey to Savannah. He con- 
ffrms all the terrible reports of Anderson- 
ville. He left-here for Iowa. i 

Weare highly gratified to see a thousand 


colored children and adults already gather- » 


ed into schools in Savannah: while we are 
pained to visit the hospital for the blacks 
and find it in a loathsome condition. We 
have endeavored to see that the sufferers 
are made more comfortable. In the last 
two days the few surviving ones are re- 
moved to hospital tents, and we hope their 
wants will now be better supplied. 

One or two regiments of colored troops 
just raised at Charleston have come to gar- 
rison this city. The inhabitants are horrified 
at the thought that their own arms are all 
taken from them and they are to be guard- 
ed by armed negroes. Is not thisrighteous 
retribution? Who dreamed that our eyes 
would see these things when Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin was written. ‘Truly ‘has inspiration 
said: ‘I work a work in your day which ye 
will not believe if a man declare it utito you.” 


LETTER FROM E. L. JONES. 
NASHVILLE, March 25, 1865. 
Dr. J. 8. NEWBERRY. 
DrAR Sir :—I enclose my ‘report for the 
‘week ending this evening. 


We are doing 


a good deal for the hospitals, and with the 
grateful appreciation of their officers. The 
large number of patients from the new regi- 
ments seems to diminish rather than add to_ 
their hospital fund, and they are drawing 
upon us more largely than heretofore. 
There are also more troops in and around 
the city, and they all want something, so 
that the total issues make rather large fig- 


ures, larger than I calculated during the 


week, as I had on mind the importance of 
sending as many stores forward to Chatta- 
nooga and Knoxville as possible. We have 
now comparatively few applications that we 
cannot provide for reasonably well. My re- 
marks in former letters will still apply to 


. the want of bedding, ticks, sheets, quilts, 


pillow-cases, towels, and handkerchiefs, slip- 
pers, eye-shades, and especially rags and 
bandages,—to canned fruit, condensed milk, 
and codfish. I have had many applications 
this week for eggs, wines, and spirits, and 
cordials, and even whiskey; we have none 
of these to issue, except in small quantities, 
none toship. Everybody wantsa few onions, 
but we have none. Boots, shoes, and. hats ; 
once in a while one is a great comfort to a 
ragged, dirty, and barefooted soldier just es- 
caped from a southern prison or exchanged. 
Monday I loaded. two cars* for Chatta- — 
nooga, one with fifty barrels kraut, and the 
other with seed potatoes, onion setts,&e. I 
also loaded two cars* for Knoxville direct, 
same day, with fifty barrels kraut and ninety- 
four barrels potatoes. The cars are still on 
the track, though I had the promise of the 
agent that they should be sent off immedi- 
ately. The fact is they have not the motive 
power at their command to move them, but 
they are daily now expecting engines from 
the South that will enable them to clear the 
track again. The pressure upon the road 
for the transportation of troops and#munitions 


| has been tremendous, and could not be in- 


terfered with except by the major general 
in person. 

We have received from Cincinnati, this 
week, 200 barrels potatoes, 50 barrels kraut, 
25 barrels cabbage in curry, 25 barrels 
pickles, and 15 barrels dried apples. 


LETTER FROM H. TONE. 
Carro, March 25, 1865. 
Dr. J. S. NEWBERRY. 

DEAR Str —I arrived at Paducah only 
this morning, having been delayed on the 
river by heavy winds. tts 

* These cars got off the next day. 
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By permission of Captain Ernst, A. Q. M., 
the captain of the Atlantic delivered to me 
at that place all the sanitary stores which 
were not covered with grain in the hold of 
the boat, and these, very fortunately, in- 
cluded all the boxes, 160 in number, and 
forty-nine barrels of crackers and dried 
apples. Mr. Sutliffe has gone to Hastport 
with the remainder, to issue whatever is 
needed, and reship whatever is not needed 
to Paducah. There is quite a number of 
sick still at Hastport, notwithstanding the 
hospital steamer D. A. Jamany brought 
away a full load. ° | 

Mrs. Horner arrived from Eastport yester- 
day morning, and from her f£ learn that the 
great cavalry expedition started from there 
on Tuesday last. Their first objective point 
is said to be Tuscaloosa. They 
skirmish with the rebels on the afternoon of 
the first day, and several wounded were sent 
back. It was anticipated that there would 
be considerable opposition, and, perhaps, a 
pitched battle in three or four days, as For- 
rest is represented as having 8,000 well 
mounted cavalry, and 4,000 infantry, within 
that number of day’s march of Hastport. 
At the time she left, General Hatch ex- 
pressed himself as fearful that the exchange 
of prisoners having been so. long delayed 
would not be effected. | 

Mr. Way received your despatch to-day, 
stating that the Hinora would leave Louis- 
ville on Saturday night, and directing me 
not to wait for her. There was no boat for 
Vicksburg at Paducah to-day, and I presume 
the Hinora will be the first along. Having 
made all necessary arrangements for for- 


warding the stores by the first boat, I came | 


on to Cairo to see what was being prepared. 
here, and to have the goods sent on the same 
boat with the others. I find Mr. Shipman 
has already sent forward one shipment, and 
is expecting another from Chicaco, which I 
hope will arrive in time. I will enclose in- 
voices of them if I can get them before the 
mail closes. 

Mr. Johnson will come as directed on the 
Elnora. Mr. Owen has nearly recovered 
from his illness and will report at Louisville 
as soon as he is able. 


THE SANDWICH ISLANDS. 


In the telegrams from San Francisco, 
dated April 5, we learn that, “arrivals in 
twenty days from Honolulu bring intelli- 
gence of liberal sucscriptions to the U.S. 
Sanitary Commission and heavy earth- 


had ae 
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quakes.”” That the subscriptions to the U. 
S. Sanitary Commission have caused the 


- earthquakes is not probable, and that the 


earthquakes have not caused the subscrip- 
tions is certain; for the large-hearted be- 
nevolence of those distant and regenerated 
Islands—a benevolence based upon prinei- 
ple and impelled by a fervent love for the 
broad truths of the gospel—is as natural 
and splendid to their people as is the foliage 
of their vallies. What grand changes have 
been wrought by the Good Father since the 
daysw hen the hero missionaries first set foot 
upon the coral shore. ‘‘ A nation has been 
born in a day; and that Pacific nation, 
born from out heathenism into Christianity, 
aids with its wealth in bearing to the 


wounded upon Atlantic battle-fields and the 


captive in the barbarous prisons of the Gulf, 
both temporal and spiritual benefits. 

‘‘ Mine eyes have seen the coming of the 
glory of the Lord.’’ 


FANS FOR ARMY HOSPITALS. 

The following letter from Dr. MacGowan 

has been received by Dr. Bellows: 
Wasuineton, D. C., March 21, 1865. 
H. W. Bettows, D.D., 

President of the U. S. Sanitary Commission. 

Rev. AND DEAR Sir: So varied are the 
functions which are performed by the U.S. 
Sanitary Commission, that those who have 
plans for promoting the comfort of disabled 
soldiers naturally submit them to your asso- 
ciation for trial. To the consideration of a 
proposal having that end in view, I have 
the honor of inviting your attention. 

The warm season is approaching, when - 
musquetoe netting is resorted to in our hos- 
pitals for protecting patients from the an- 
noyance of those enemies of repose. But 
there are times the netting almost stifles 
the sufferer, who, it may -be, is in special 
need of a current of fresh air. He needs 
not only a contrivance which shall keep 
musquetoes away by night, but which shall 
constantly ward off from his wound the at- 
tacks of flies. These objects, together with 
fresh air, are obtainable easy enough by 
having relays of attendants for fanning the 
patient. But no hospital, public or private, 
can command the requisite number of at- 
tendants. The end can be attained, how- 
ever, by a very simple contrivance, by the 
suspension of a punkah from the ceiling of 
ward, having a palm leaf fan, or merely a 
handkerchief waving gently over each bed. 
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lt properly constructed a single attendant 
can fan the entire side of a ward—say forty 
beds. As in some cases fanning might not 
be allowable, and in all the operation would 
require temporary suspension, the fans 
should be easily removable at pleasure. The 
labor of drawing the punkahs could be per- 
formed by men who have been deprived of 
an arm or a leg, although it is likely that 
when the attention of our inventors is called 
to the subject we shall have plans for ac- 
complishing the object by a simple and 
noiseless piece of machinery. It were super- 
fluous to undertake to show the need that 
exists for some such contrivance. Any one 
who has been in a hospital on a summer’s 
day either as patient or visitor, will admit 
that this is a desideratum, and such is the 
ingenuity of our countrymen, that you have 
only to make known the want and you shall 
surely have it supplied. Now for my pro- 
posal: Offer an honorarium for the best 
contrivance for fanning a long row of beds, 
to be tested in the nearest military hospital 
to your headquarters, and, my word for it, 
we shall soon have a contrivance which in 
all future time will be considered an indis- 
pensable part of hospital appliances. Be 
prompt, that the thousands who are destined 
soon to be prostrated by fever, or suppu- 


rating wounds, may have their sufferings | 


ameliorated by sanitary zephyrs, through 
the agency of the Sanitary Commission. 
Most respectfully submitted, 
,@ D.J. MacGowan. 


THE SANITARY COMMISSION—AN EXPLA- 
NATION. 


Wasuineton, March 29, 1865. 

To the Editor of the Washington enhoninrrs 

Dear Sir :—Your issue of this morning 
contains an appeal from Wilmington, under 
date of March 15, in behalf of the Union 
prisoners gathered at that point, in which 
the writer states that the Sanitary Commis- 
sion was out. of supplies. As this may con- 
vey to many a false impression, I must ask 
you to publish the following brief statement: 

From the first military movements pre- 
paratory to the attack on Fort Fisher, the 
Commission was represented in that army 
by an efficient agent, Mr. Foster, and as- 
sistants, with an ample stock of hospital and 
battle-field supplies, renewed from time to 
time from our depots further North. 

On the first arrival of the prisoners, he 
was able partially to supply many of their 
wants, especially in clothing and milk 
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punch, the articles most needed in their 
critical condition. In furnishing the latter 
article, which was issued in large quantities, 
Mr. Foster was assisted by the provost 
marshal, who added twenty barrels of whis- 
key (confiscated) to his stock. 

Preparations having been made in New 
York in anticipation of the demand, a 
steamer was despatched from that port with 
supplies on the 11th instant, but did not 
arrive until after the date of the letter above 
referred to. A small part of this cargo was 
reserved for the twenty-four hundred, more 
or less, of Sherman’s-army in hospital at 
Wilmington, but much the larger portion 
was devoted to the prisoners, and is still 
doing its good work for them, whose wretch- 
edness words cannot exaggerate, nor in any 
measure describe. 

A glance at the appended list of the 
cargo will indicate its character and value 
(over $60,000), to which heavy additions 
have since been made. 

The large and important work of the 
Commission has already called out the 
hearty acknowledgments of General Abbott, 
the commander of the post, Dr. Barnes, the 
medical director, and Dr. Buzzell, in charge 
of forwarding the prisoners. 

I deem it ‘important to add, in this con- 
nection, that the whole number of prisoners 
received by exchange at Wilmington is 
about 8,700, and that a large proportion of 
them have already been removed from that 
crowded and filthy town to comfortable hos- 
pitals, or furloughed. to visit their homes, 
most of them remaining, being too feeble - 
for transporting. Of the whole number 
exchanged, 8,700, about 2,000 were on 
stretchers, many of whom have died. 

Yours, very respectfully, 
FRANCIS FOWLER, 
Asst. Sec. U. 8. San. Commission. 
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Hon. J. I. CharK Hare, Cuaruies J. Sriuzé, 
Witit1AmM WELSH, Guoree D. Parris, 
WitiiaM L. Reay, H. Lenox Hopes, M.D., 
George Trott, . ATHERTON BLIGHT. 


H. Lenox Hover, M.D., Hxamining Surgeon. 
Epwarp A. Smita M.D., Assistant Surgeon. 
W.N. AsHMan, Solicitor. 

Jas. W. Hazuunurst, Assistant Solicitor. 


Office : No. 1807 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


PROTECTIVE 
War-Olaim Assoriation 


OF THE 
STATE OF NEW YORK. 


OFFICE, 35 CHAMBERS STREET, 
. NEW YORK. 


PRESIDENT. 
Linut.-Gen. WINFIELD SCOTT. 


VicE-PRESIDENTS. 


Hon. Haminton Fisk, Apmrrat Dupont, 
Joun J. Orsco, Esqg., Rup. A. WirrHaus, Esq 
TREASURER.—RosBERT B. Minturn, Hsq. 


DIRECTORS. 


Hons. E. D. Morgan, |Howarp Porter, 
GEORGE OPDYKE, 
‘ Hiram Barney, 
Jas W. BEEKMAN, 
H. W. Betiows, D.D., 
JOHN JacoB ASTOR, DaniEeL Lorp, 
JAMES Brown, Witson G. Hunt, 
Wiutiam H. Aspinwatt,|Ropert L. Stuart, 
JAMES GALLATIN, ALFRED PELL. 


THEODORE ROOSEVELT, 
PrtTEeR Coopmr, 
GEORGE BANCROFT, 


Apply in person or by letter, to yr 
HENRY GREENFIELD, Secretary, - 
35 CHamBers Street, New York. 


. OBJECTS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 

lst. To secure the soldiers and sailors and their 
families, any claims for pensions, pay, or bounty, 
etc., without cost te the clawmant. 


Wituiam E. Dopes, jr., 


2d. To protect soldiers or sailors and their families 


from imposture and fraud. 


3d. To prevent false claims from being made 
against the Government. _ 

4th. To give gratuitous advice and information to 
soldiers and sailors or their families needing tt. 


THE U. S, SANITARY COMMISSION 


Was constituted by the Secretary of War in June, 
1861, in accordance with the recommendation of 
the Surgeon-General of the United States Army, 
and its appointment and plan of organization were 
approved by the President of the United States. 
Its present organization is as follows: 


H. W. Bellows, D.D., New York. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Washington, D. C. 
F. L. Olmsted, California. 

George T. Strong, Esq., New York: 
Elisha Harris, M.D., New York. 

W. H. Van Buren, M.D., New York. 
Wolcott Gibbs, M.D., Cambridge, Mass. 
S. G. Howe, M.D., Boston, Mass. 

0. R. Agnew, M.D., New York. 

J. S. Newberry, M.D., Cleveland, Ohio. 
Rt. Rey. T. M. Clark, Providence, R. I. 
Hon. R. W. Burnett, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Hon. Mark Skinner, Chicago, II. 

Hon. Joseph Holt, Washington, D. C. 
Horace Binney, jr., Philadelphia, Penna. 
Rev. J. H. Heywood, Louisville, Ky. 

J. Huntington Wolcott, Boston, Mass. 
Charles J. Stillé, Philadelphia, Penna. 
Ezra B. McCagg, Chicago, Ill. 





OFFICHRS. 


H. W. Bellows, D.D., President. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Vice-President. 
George T. Strong, Treasurer. 

J. Foster Jenkins, M.D., General Secretary. 
J. S. Newberry, M.D., Associate Secretary. 


STANDING COMMITTER. 


Henry W. Bellows, D.D. George T. Strong. 
Wm.H.VanBuren,M.D. Wolcott Gibbs, M.D. 
OC. R. Agnew, M.D. Charles J. Stillé. 


HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 


The Sanitary Commission has made arrange- 
ments for supplying information gratuitously, 
with regard to patients in all the United States 
General Hospitals. 

For information relative to patients in the Hos- 
pitals in New York, New Jersey, the New England 
States, Eastern Virginia, Maryland, District of Co- 
lumbia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Florida 
and Louisiana, address “ Office of Sanitary Com- 
mission, Washington, D. C.” 

For the Hagpitals in Pennsylvania, address 
“ Office of Santlary Commission, No. 1307 Chest- 
nut Street, Philadelphia.” 

For the Hospitals in Western Virginia, Ohio, 
Indiana, Ilinois, Missouri, lowa, Kentucky, Ten- 
nessee, Mississippi, and Arkansas, address ‘ Office 
Sanitary Commission, Louisville, Ky.” a 

In all cases the name, rank, company, and regi- 
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ment of the person inquired for should be given, 
and where he was when last heard from. Ifthe 
application is by letter, the answer will be sent 
by return of mail; if in person, it will be answered 
at once; or if by telegraph, an answer will be re- 
turned immediately at the inquirer’s expense. 
B@s"Soldiers’ Aid Societies, clergymen, editors, 
and others, can scarcely serve the cause of hu- 
manity more effectually than by frequently and 
widely dissemjnating a knowledge of the above, 
among those who have friends in the army. 


SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 


The Sanitary Commission, under special au- 
thority of the President of the United States, 
maintains an extensive system of agencies for 
securing the safe conveyance to, and distribution 
of, goods put in its charge for the sick and 
wounded at pointe where they are most wanted. 
{t operates with equal care and generosity at all 
points—at New Orleans and at Washington, 
before Charleston and at Chattanooga—its dis- 
tributions being governed by a comparison of the 
wants of the patients in all cases. The following 
is a list of depots, to which auxiliary societies 
and all disposed to aid the sick and wounded, 
without reference to States or localities, but sim- 
ply to their relative necessity for assistance, are 
invited to send their offerings: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST. 
CENTRAL DEPOTS OF COLLECTION. 


U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 18 West 
Street, Boston, Mass. 
U. S. Sanitary Commission, Nos. 10 & 11 


Cooper Union, New York. 

U.S. Sanitary Commission, State House, New 
Haven, Conn. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 1307 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia. 


DEPOTS OF DISTRIBUTION. 


U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 244 F Street, 
Washington, D. C. 
U. S. Sanitary Commission, Camp Distribu- 
tion, Va. 
U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 46 Sharp 
Street, Baltimore, Md. 
U. S. Sanitary Commission, Harper’s Ferry, Va. 
U. S. Sanitary Commission, Annapolis, Md. 
U.S. Sanitary Commission, Camp Parole, Md. 
_U. 8. Sanitary Commission, Norfolk, Va. 
U.S. Sanitary Commission, City Point, Va. 
U.S. Sanitary Commission, Newberne, N:C, 
U. S. Sanitary Commission, Beaufort, S. C. 
U. S. Sanitary Commission, New Orleans, La 
Temporary Depots for distribution are estab- 
lished from time to time as necessities of the 
service require. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST, 
CENTRAL D£POTS OF COLLECTION. 


U. S. Sanitary Commission, @6rner Vine and 
Sixth Streets, Cincinnati, Q. 

U.S. Sanitary Commission, No. 95 Bank Street, 
Cleveland, O. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, No, 66 Madison 
Street, Chicago, Ill. 

U.S. Sanitary Commission, No. 2 Adam’s 
Biock, Buffalo, N. Y. 


U. S. Sanitary Commission, No. 59 Fourth 


- Street, Pittsburgh, Penna. 


U. 8. Sanitary Commission, No. 32 Larned 
Street, Detroit, Mich. 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, Columbus, O. 

U.S. Sanitary Commission, Fifth Street, L®uis- 
ville, Ky. 

The Commission receives no pecuniary aid 
whatever from the Government, and is wholly 
dependent on the voluntary contributions of the 
public for the means of sustaining its operations. 
Contributions to the Treasury are solicited, and 
may be transmitted to George T. Strong, Esq., 
Treasurer, 68 Wall Street, N. "Y. 


SPECIAL RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 
EAST. 


“Special Relief” Office, 76 Kingston Street, 
Boston, Mass. 

‘« Special Relief” Office, 1307 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 

‘Soldiers’ Rest,” Buffalo, xe street, op- ~ 
posite R. R. Depot. , 

“‘ Soldiers’ Lodge,” Harrisburg, Pa. 

“The Home,” Baltimore, Md. 

“Home for. Wives, Mothers and Children of 
Soldiezs,” Annapolis, Md. 

“Special Relief Office,” No. 389 H- Street, ~ 
Washington, D. C., where assistance is rendered 
in procuring Pay, Pensions, Bounty, PrizeMoney, 
and arrears of Pay and Bounty, and in various, 
other ways. 

“The Home,” No. 374 N. Capitol Street, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

“Home for Wives, Mothers and Children of 
Soldiers,” 374 N. Capitol St., Washington, D. C. 

“Lodge No. 4,” for discharged soldiers, No. 
389 H Street, Washington, D.C. 

“Lodge No. 5,” near terminus of Washington 
and Alexandria R. R., Maryland sch Wash- 
ington, D. ©. 

‘‘ Lodge No. 6,” near Steamboat Danii Sixth 
Street, Washington, D.C. 

“¢ Alexandria Lodge,” near terminus of Orange 
and Alexandria R. R., Alexandria, Va. 

‘« Special Relief Office,” New Orleans, La. 

“The Home,” New Orleans, La. 


WEST. 

Soldiers’ Home, No. ,81 Jefferson avenue, De- 
troit, Michigan. 

Soldiers’ Home, Third Street, Cincinnati, Ohio, 
Col. G. W. D. Andrews, Superintendent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Louisville, Ky., James Malona, 
Sup’t. James Morton, Special Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, New Albany, corner of Main 
and State Streets. 

Soldiers’ Home, Cairo, Ill., C. N. Shipman, 
Superintendent and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Nashville, Tenn., Captain I. 
Brayton, Sup’t. Rev. J. Hoblit, Relief Agent 

Soldiers’ Home, Columbus, Ohio, Col. Isaac 
Dalton, Superintendent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Cleveland, Ohio, , Joseph Je- 
rome, Superintendent and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Lodge, near landing, Memphis, Tenn 


| O. W. Christy, Superintendent and Relief Agent. 


Soldiers’ Home, Camp Nelson, Ky., Thomas 
Butler, Superintendent. 
Soldiers’ Home, Paducah, Ky. 
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BRANCH, CE “Wi BRANCH, 
No. 744 Broadway, STENT LEG & AR} a No. 19 Green Street, 
NEW YORK. 


Wr 56 Caps BOSTON, Mass. 
PHILADELPHIASSS 


Important Information for Soldiers and Sailors who have lost Limbs. 


The ‘‘PatmeR” ARM and Lze are now furnished for the mutilated heroes of the Army and Navy, and I have the 
pleasure of presenting extracts from official letters from the Surgeon-General, which will gratify numerous applicants, 
who, inthe past, have been led to believe that they must accept an inferior limb, or have no aid from Government. 


SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 


Wasnineaton City, D.C., Dec. 12, 1863. 


Sir :—The Board of Medical Officers assembled in the City of Philadelphia, for the purpose of examining the different 
* * * * * * # 


models submitted $ them for an Artificial Arm, having reported 
IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE BoARD, WHEN A SOLDIER MAY DESIRE TO PURCHASE ‘‘THE MORE 
ELEGANT AND EXPENSIVE ARM OF PALMER,” FIFTY DOLLARS WILL BE ALLOWED TOWARDS PAYMENT FOR THT SAME. 

By order of the Acting Surgeon-General. C. H. CRANE, Surgeon U.S.A. 


SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washinaton Crry, D.C., Sept. 20, 1864. 
Srx:—In answer to your letter of the ist inst., Iam directed to inform you, that the Report and recommendation of 
the Medical Board recently assembled in New York, to examine samples and models of Artificial Limbs, is not designed 
to supersede the recommendation of the former Board, 80 FAR AS REGARDS THE LIMBS MANUFACTURED BY YOU. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, by order of the Surgeon-Ceneral 


W. C. SPEN CER, Assistant Surgeon U.S.A. 
To B. FRANK. PALMER, LL.D., 744 Broadway, New York. 


The Best PALMER LEG is furnished THE SOLDIER FREE 
The Best PALMER ARM, for a SMALL ADVANCE. 
The Best LINCOLN “GOVERNMENT” ARM, FREE. 
Prices of the PALMER LIMBS not raised to OFFICERS and CIVILIANS. 


Apply in person, or by letter, at either of the offices Address 


B. FRANK. PALMER, LL.D.., 
President American Artificial Limb Co. 
THE TARR FARM PETROLEUM COMPANY, 
-OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 
©@ffice, Gl Cedar Street, New Work. 


Capital, $3,000,000. 30,000 Shares, Par Value $100 each. 








“TRUSTEES: 


GEORGE P. BRADFORD, Esq., New York. ALANSON A. SUMNER, Albany, N. Y. 
Hon. ROGER AVERILL, Danbury, Conn. E. B. BELDEN, M.D., New York. 
WILLARD PARKER, M.D., New York. J. T. SANGER, New York. 

JAMES WADSWORTH, New York. 


To all acquainted with the Oil Region of Western Pennsylvania, the name of this Company, 
as indicating its locality, is significant of the great value of its properties. 

There is no better Oil Territory. 

It embraces interests in fee in more than TwENTY productive wells, and in TweLve others 
now rapidly approaching completion, while the further development of its large unimproved 
area will, at an early day, greatly increase its product. 

We offer it as a permanent dividend-paying investment. 

A limited amount of this stock can be obtained solely of the undersigned at $50 PER 
SHARE, BEING ONE-HALF OF ITS PAR VALUE, 

The declared dividend for the month is one per cent. on its entire capital, to which pur- 
chasers within the month will be entitled. 


JAMES WADSWORTH & COMPANY, 


No. 61 Cedar Street, New York, 
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Adapted to every branch of business, 
- MANUFACTURED ONLY BY THE ORIGINAL INVENTORS, 


E, & T, FAIRBANKS & CO, St, Johnsbury, Vermont, 


PRINCIPAL WAREHOUSES : 


FAIRBANKS & CO., No. 252 Broadway, New York. 
FAIRBANKS & BROWN, No. 118 Milk Street, Boston. ; 
FAIRBANKS, GREENLEAF & CO., No. 172 Lake Street, Chicago. 
FAIRBANKS & EWING, Masonic Hall, Philadelphia. 
FAIRBANKS & CO., No. 246 Baltimore Street, Baltimore. 


Descriptive Circulars furnished or mailed to any address, on application to either of the above. 





| ESTABLISHED 1860. 
486 BROADWAY AND _ 441 BROOME ST. 


SEWING MACHINES 


OF THE MOST APPROVED MAKES, SUCH AS THE 


WHEELER & WILSON, | 
GROVER & BAKER, 
WILLCOX & GIBBS, 
A. B. HOWE, 


SINGER AND OTHERS. 
TO RENT AND 


FOR SALE, 


At MANUFACTURERS’ PRICES, and with the same privileges. Instruction THOROUGH and 
gratis, at the 


N. Y. SEWINC MACHINE EMPORIUM, 


Corner Broadway and Broome Street, New York. 


V. W. WICKES, Jr., Proprietor, 
486 Broadway, Up Stairs. 
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OFFICE OF THE 


MORRIS 


FIRE & INLAND INSURANCE 


COMPANY. 
COLUMBIAN BUILDING, 


Coma ee. WA Eanes INASSATT sts 





Authorized Capital, - - - $5,000,000. 
Cash Capital, paid in,- - - $200,000. 





L 


This Company issues on the most favorable terms, Policies of Insurance, 


WITH OR WITHOUT PARTICIPATION IN PROFITS, 


against loss or damage by fire, on Dwelling Houses, Stores, and all kinds of 


Buildings, and on Household Furniture and other sini and on Vessels and 
their Cargoes, while lying in Port. 


Losses will be peeeyete Adjusted and Paid. 





DIRECTORS. 


EDWARD ROWE, JOHN D. BATES, JOSEPH MORRISON, 
ALBERT G, LEE, 


FRED. H. BRADLEE, DAN’L W. TELLER, 
GEORGE MILN, EDWARD C. BATES, HENRY J. CAMMANN, 
J. C. MORRIS, WILLIAM MACKAY, 8. N. DERRICK, 
ROBT BOWNE, BENJ. E. BATES, CHARLES HICKOX, 
EZRA NYE, B. ©. MORRIS, Jn., N. O. NIMS. 


B. C. MORRIS, President, 
WM. M. WHITNEY Secretary. 
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PF. RATCHFORD STARR, General Agent, 


400 Wainut Street, Philadelphia. 





The Mutual Life Insurance Company of New York. 


F. 8. WINSTON, Presipenr. 
Cash Assets Thirteen Millions of Dollars. 


The Insured may EACH YEAR receive their dividends in cash in payment of i ee or apply it in 
increasing the amount insured. 


"CHE 


Widows’ & Orphans’ Benefit Life Ins. Co. of New York. 


LUCIUS ROBINSON. PRESIDENT. 
Cash Capital, $200,000. 


Many of the Trustees and other officers of this Company are connected with the well-known Mutua 
Lirt InsuRANCE Company oF New YorkK, and the intimate and amicable relations between the two 


Companies, guarantee favorable results to Policy-holders. 


Universal Life Insurance Company of New York. 


JOHN WADSWORTH, PRESIDENT. 
Cash Capital, $200,000. 


This Institution has been formed for the benefit of those who, because of.imperfect health, are unable 
to obtain policies in other companies. It thus meets the case of thousands who have been turned away 


disappointed in their efforts to provide for their families, and of a still larger number who have felt it use- 


less to apply for insurance. 
Every information may be had, on application, by letter or otherwise, to 


F. RATCHFORD STARR, General Agent, 
* 400 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Insurance against Accident by the 


TRAVELERS’ INSURANCE COMPANY, 


HARTFORD, CONN. . 
CAPITAL, = = = - $500,000. 
JAMES G. BATTERSON, Presipent. | 


Insurance effected in this Company against ACCIDENTS of every description. 


Yearly Policies will be issued for a Premium of 
Fifteen Dollars, | ! 
granting Insurance to the amount of 
Five Thousand Dollars 
against loss of life by any accident whatever. | 
a ee Dollars 


secures a Policy for 
Five Thousand Dollars, 


together with $25 per week compensation for pense injury, incapacitating the nanuaes from his . 


ordinary business. 
Fifty Dollars Premium 


secures a Full Policy for $10,000 and $40 per week compensation for all and every description of 


Accident. 
Policies for $500, with $3 per week compensation, can be had for $3 Premium, or any other 


sum between $500 and $10,000 at proportionate rates. 


wm. W. ALLEN, Agent, | 
404 WALNUT STREET. 


S 
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SANITARY COMMISSION 
‘BULLETIN. 
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PHILADELPHIA, MAY 1, 1865. No. 387. 





Tae Sanirary Commission BULLETIN is published on the first and fifteenth of every month, and as 
it has a circulation, gratuitous or other, of above 15,000 copies, it offers an unusually valuable medium for 
advertising. 

All communications must be addressed to the Editor, at the office, 1307 Chestnut street, Philadelphia, and 
must be authenticated by the names and addresses of the writers. 

As the continuance of the publication of the BULLETIN is uncertain, depending on that of the war, and on 
the resources of the U. S. Sanitary Commission—the Standing Committee feels a certain degree of reluctance 
to solicit subscriptions for it—and thereby to pledge the Commission to its issue for a definite period. 

The Committee understand, however, that some of their friends to whom it is now sent gratuitously, ex- 
press a wish to pay for it, and they therefore give notice that the sum of two dollars, remitted to the 
_ Treasurer, (G. T. Strona, 68 Wall street, New York, or No. 1307 Chestnut street, Philadelphia,) will 

secure its being sent to such contributor during the remainder of the current year, unless its publication be 


sooner discontinued. 





For the Sanitary Commission Bulletin. 
STARVED TO DEATH! 


Suggested by the remark of a mother, one of whose sons 
had died of starvation in a rebel prison; ‘‘I hardly expect- 


ed my boys would return to me unharmed, but | never & 


dreamed one would be starved to death.” 
BY MINNIE MINTWOOD. 
Above me, soft’ning April skies ; 
And ali around, the tender grass, 
With slight green arms that eager rise 
To catch the sunbeams as they pass ; 
And just below, the rippling brook, 
With pulses throbbing low and deep, 
While birds and flowers and mossy nook, 
All mem’ries of my darling keep. 


Within, upon my pictured wall, 

One brow is fairer than the rest ; 
Ah, me! it seems at yester’s call, 

His head was pillowed on my breast. 
His every curl some gold had caught, 

The sweets of flowers were in his breath; 
In all my life he was inwrought, 
* And now, to know he-starved to death! 


That he was brave you well may know, 
No heart more loyal, true and leal, 
Among the first of all to_go 
' And bare his breast to rebel steel. 
And when he in his armor stood, 
The bravest of them all, one saith: 
“ Virginia’s soil may drink his blood,” 
‘But none, ‘‘your boy will starve to death!” 


Full well I knew ’mid shot and shell 

And clash of sabres he would stand; 
But He, who doeth all things well, 

Might shield him with His loving hand. 
But if he fell! [ could not bear 

Within my heart a place for this! 
To see no more his forehead fair, 

Or nevermore his lips to kiss. 
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Still, should it be my woman’s part 
To see my bliss in ruins lie, 
For my loved country, e’en my heart 
Could bear for him to die, 
If he, as patriots, should fall 
With victory flashing in his eye, 
His spirit leaping at the call 
To join the ranks of souls on high. 


For every mine must yield its gold, 
From every hearth some incense rise, 
I gave the best of all my fold— 
My boy—a country-sacrifice ! 
But, God! I never thought to know, 
With hunger weakening every breath, 
By squalid want and torture slow, 
My boy would ever starve to death! 


Hilldale Farm, near Ludlowville, 


Tompkins County, New York, April, 1865.. 


LETTER FROM NEWBERN, N. C.. 
BY J. W. PAGE, M.D. 
March 19,. i865. 


I enclose to you some of the netes re- 


i ceived from my brother,sin charge of the 
t Relief Corps at the front, and dated respect- 
| ively the 11th, 14th, 15th, 16th, 17th, and 
| 18th. 

forward with the lists of wounded I have 


Several of these should have gone 


already forwarded; but the early hour and 
hurry of my departure for Moorehead, on 
the day of my last communication, ocea- 
sioned their oversight, and I was surprised 
to find them still lying on my table. 

These notes, jotted down on the field, 
tell in their style, as well as in their narre- 





tive, the yeoman service which our Relief | 
4 deeply gullied roads would tax the enau- 


Corps has rendered thus far in a campaign 


in which, perhaps more than in any other | 


of the war, not only the comfort, but the 
salvation, of our sick and wounded depended 
on the extraneous Relief of the Sanitary 


Commission at the right time and the right F 
The railroad construction has pro- | 
# wet ground, to await, chilled and hungry, 
f the arrival of the cars, they found, ready for 
j their reception, our spacious tents, embla- 


place. 
gressed part passu with the army, but five 
or seven miles in the rear. Our chief sup- 
ply tent was at the terminus of the railroad 


in season to receive, and shelter, and pro- } 
j read,’ with the full name of our glorious 


from the battle field; while our Relief | 


vide for the first instalment of the wounded 


agents were extending the needed relief to 
the field hospitals along our extended battle 
line. The recenstruction of the railroad, 


employing an army of two thousand con- § 
structionists, building wharves and depots, | 
laying tracks and transporting material } 
) the cars for their transportation to Newbern. 


therefor, has been going on at the same 


time with the transportation of thirty thou- § 
sand troops, with all the ampedimenta of | 
modern warfare, directly into the enemy’s § 
country, equipped and appointed for an im- | 
mediate battle with an army of the enemy § 
y safety; so that I have relieved them in a 
# measure, by forwarding, in charge of sup- 


equal in numbers. Yet all this herculean 
work has been done with four wheezy en- 


gines and a correspondingly insufficient pro- | 
f several young gentlemen in the Department, 


vision of truck and box cars. I question 


whether such a brilliant feat of railroading, § 
all things considered, has ever been accom- | 
; ance to appreciate. 


plished since the commencement of this 


war, of which railroading has been such a | 
novel and important military element. It | 
j and civil positions, and their proffered wil- 


is a railroad victory which adds as much 


lustre to the genius and energy of Colonel § 
| front, at the very time when the drizzling 


Wright and Mr. Van Dyne, as does the 


battle of Kinston tothe military reputation § 
of our successful generals. These allusions | 
would be episodical, were they not intended § 
to draw your attention to the long intervals § 
which must necessarily happen between the § 
arrivals of trains on a road so illy provided 
f youths of our land, whose characters are 
beyond its reasonable capacity. A long g being moulded on the gigantic occurrences 
line of railroad constantly advancing its | 
terminus into a wild and swampy country, | 
j proffer of battle-field aid from ‘“ our friends 


with rolling stock, and so enormously taxed 


where our sick and wounded must meet it 


at unheralded hours, and await on the damp § 
ground, through rain and shine, or enve- jf 

i structions to accept such proffered aid on 
# the field, and to supply and treat the dele- 


loped in the swamp fogs of the chilly nights, 
with only the little covering and scanty 


comforts that could be brought for six miles § 
f perience in South Carolina, and in previous 


over horrible roads, in overloaded ambu- 


lances, trom destitute field hospitals and } 
await, through these cheerless hours, the | 


We have had floods of | 


-anfrequent trains. 
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rain; and an ambulance travelling over the 


> oa . - 
rance of wel/ men. You can imagine, then, 


i the condition of our sick and wounded after 
i six miles of such rough jolting; and you 
| can imagine, perhaps better than I can de- 


scribe, the full measure of their satisfaction, 
when, instead of being dumped on the cold, 


zoned in front, so that ‘“‘he that runs may 


old Commission, and provided within with 
every comfort for the outer and the inner 


y ian. - Soft beds of quilts, laid on clean 
; straw—warm blankets—rich soups, with 


Boston crackers—hot coffee and tea, gentle 
attendance and good cheer, and the assurance 
of the same comforts being transferred to 


The luxury of being the instrument in af- 
fording such relief was new to my brother, 
and to some of the improvised corps of as- 
sistants, and stimulated them to exertions 
too strained and continuous for their own 


plies, the volunteer but temporary aid of 


whose truthful natures and warm sympa- 
thies I had learned by previous acquaint- 
The number and cha- 
racter of these offers from young men Jong 
associated with this Department in military 


lingness to serve the Conrmission at the 


spring rains and the booming of the distant _ 
cannon told them plainly that such a cam- 
paign was no child’s play, have illustrated, 
with gratifying clearness, the deep hold 
which the Sanitary Commission has already 
gained on the affections of the generous 


now transpiring, and forming the history of 
their country. 1 had anticipated the usual 
over the way”’ of the Christian Commission, 
as in days gone by. I had received in- 
gates as our own Relief agents ; and my ex- 
caupaigns in this Department, had led me 


to place a high estimate on the value of 
such relief aid; and I had instructed my 


. | 
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bisthion if paendieiet was eras to ac- 


of the Obristian Commission, though several 
of them were here, and several new ones 
appeared on the ground about the time and 
since our active campaign began. I under- 
stand from one of their number, that seve- 
ral of the new ones left, during the week of 
the fight, for other loealities, as Wilmington 
and Plymouth, &e. None of them, 
ever, were on the field, nor have been to 


gate, who appeared after the fight, penny- 


avoidance of the field, at the time of active 
operations, and when our soldiers are 


Commission, of which, from my long ab- 
sence from our northern centres of action, I 
have not been made aware. 


Relief corps from the ardent and generous 


materials [ have previously alluded to. My § outposts against the assaults of the enemy. 


f These regiments, with the rest of the divi- 
und usefulness of the delegates of the Chris- } sion of General Palmer, held the extreme 


i right of our line, which the enemy assailed 
lead me to think any such fundamental § 


previous acquaintance with the self-denial 
tian Commission at such times as these, would 
change in the objects of their mission an 
unfortunate one, as I cannot see any corre- 


sponding compensation to the service. 


the 15th, leaving our Sanitary depot and 


and from which point our stores radiated to § 
the different hospitals and encampments of § 
our large army. The corps and division | 


wagons were constantly arriving at and de- 
parting from that pomt with army stores, 
and every facility for transportation was 
furnished us. From the moment of the 


arrival of our stores and the establishment | 


road, an order was issued from the head- 
quarters of General Palmer to the Quarter- 
masters of his division to furnish all the 


ing our relief to any portion of the field. 


Our Depot has kept pace with the rail- 


road. It has been’a moving hospital, meet- 


how- 





D noint where the Big weary hours of de- 
cept and treat it in accordance with the es- § tention would have been painful and dreary 
timate I had entertained of its value. No § 


proffer, however, was made by the delegates | the agents of our Commission there. 


4 long list of wounded which I have for- 
j warded you were all the recipients of our 
; care at that point, and their railroad wants 


but for the comforts provided for them by 
The 


provided for until they should arrive at the 
doors of the general hospital in Newbern. 

I spent one day in visiting the Division 
headquarters along the extensive line of 


| our new position, and the hospitals in the 
i field, witnessing the elation of our gallant 
the front; unless I except a guast dele- § 


troops, and the burial of a multitude of rebel 


hopes. 
a-lining items for the local newspaper. This § 


The earthworks thrown up by our troops 


j under fire, and begun with the use of tin 
# cups and shingles, instead of the pick-axe 
breasting the deadly fire of the enemy, leads | 
me to suppose there may have been some | 
change in the programme of the Christian f 


and spade, are a wonderful monument of the 
daring and efficiency of our veteran troops. 
Though the work of a couple of hours, they 


f are as extensive and strong as the original 
E defences of Newbern, on which the rebels 
‘From pre- § 
vious experience, [ had reckoned on their || observant on the right of our line, in front 
co-operation, and its failure compelled me, § 


ata late hour, to improvise a supplementary § 


had labored for weeks. This was especially 


of the old 9th New Jersey, of Burnside 
fame, and the 182d New York, whose valor 
has so often and so stubbornly held our 


vigorously on the first day’s fight, with 


1 their heavy artillery in exact range of the 
Division Headquarters, but relinquished 
s the attack for the desperate onset they made 
I returned from the front on Wednesday, | on the left, in which they were at last so 
H severely punished. 

corps at Dow’s Station, then the terminus | 


of the railroad, about 8 miles from Kinston, — vision in quantity, and were stacked under 


guard. 


Our sanitary stores had reached the Di- 


Mr. Perry, our Relief Agent, did 
some hard horse-back riding, and severe and 
prolonged labors, in conducting our wagons 


# over miles of muddy and deeply gullied and 
fj rough corduroy roads. [ saw the captains of 


two companies of cavalry, long celebrated mm 


| this Department for their vigor and daring, 
f now, when under orders to move forward, 
of the Sanitary depot where the hospital | 
trains must meet the terminus of the rail- 


appeal to these stores for vegetables for 
their men, and themselves count out the 


7 onions, that they might be sure every man 


should get one. These vegetables are more 


| prized at such a time by these men than 


transportation we might need in forward- § would be the choicest tropical fruits. 


On the advance of the army from the 
battle field, [ accompanied it to Kinston, 


# passing one night at the new encampment 
ing the sick and wounded’ always at the J 


opposite the town, and in the morning visit- 






ing the town itself. 


to our advance; but our stout fighting in 


compelled them to abandon these works. 
miles on horseback, as many more by ears, 


thing indicates operations on a large scale. 


head City, where I met him on the trans- 
port steamer Chase, with a full cargo of 
stores for the Commission. 


to Newbern by water. 
to Wilmington, for the relief of our liberated 
the campaign on this line. 

capture, having run down with Generals 


Palmer and Carter and staffs; I met the 


destitute of supplies. I should have advised 


the sending what few stores could then have § 


thi int, had not Mr. § ae a 
been spared from this point, had not Mr F some relief, which was afforded him imme- 


before, made full requisitions on the central diately, as he came to the depot, and I 


Foster informed me that he had eleven days 


depot at New York, and was daily expect- 
ing ample stores. 


our returned prisoners as I then saw was | 
patiable beyond expression, and theevidences | 
of the barbarity of the rebel leaders was | 
The filth, squalor, emaci- § 


most damnable. 
ation, idiocy, and insanity of those who sur- 
vived their infernal treatment, prepared me 
to witness the sight of the charred remains 
of those whom the rebels burned on evaeua- 
ting the city; telling the poor, bed-ridden 
victims of their cruelty “if they would not 
get out and follow their army, they would 
scorch them out,’ and carried out their 
devilish threat by setting fire to one end of 
the building! 
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The rebel works on § 
both sides of the river are of the strongest { 


description of earth works, and well manned § 


would have presented a formidable obstacle f —.*.* ; 
P | Division Hospital at the front. 


front, and the fear of danger in their rear, § in advance of an army wagon, furnished me 
- ’ | by the Chief Quartermaster, which I loaded 


I returned to Newbern via “Dover Sta- | With stores for the front from our depot at 
tion,” to which point our depot had ad- } this station. I arrived at the hospital, nine 
me d, and after a splashing ride of ten ? miles from this station, at about 3 o’clock 


The limited § ” Ki gets eer H 
capacity of the railroad, already overtaxed, § “Y°" ab Ainston 7.9180. Wak tye Raney 


forbade the landing of stores at the wharf. | : : 
Dr. Agnew placed such stores as we needed § ed from our front, taking only such of their 
here on board a provisionary schooner, some # ¥° unded.as they, thought likely to garyiye 
four or five hundred barrels in bulk, which | their injuries, leaving the worst cases and 
I have made arrangements to transport { HA SO SAE forces to bury and other- 
The next day Dr. § 7 , : 
< ewe ple | found that Mr. Perry had obtained the en- 
AEgACWHIDOR ENE Se OU tees 1 closed list of Br men from the front, 


The condition of such of } ; 
4 ' # to bed for the first time since 1 came out 


| bere before two o’vlock at night. 





FIELD, SIX MILES FROM Cove Onegg, N C., 
March 11, 1865. 
I have just returned from a visit to the 
I started 


Heapguartsrs U.S. San. Com. IN THE 


this p.M. A portion of the road being 


three miles on foot, and five on a hand-car, almost impassible for man or beast, and so 
arrived here at dusk. Crowds of soldiers § tie mish Pose of (28 pay ne 
have b assing up to the front,'and every- § '04¢_‘han otherwise Won a hea ae 
iohaet ty: whith y” | Dr. Rice at the hospital, and found him 


I received a telegram from Dr. Agnewon § mails jhis preparations for breaking up 
my return, and took the first train for More- § is hospital at that point, and preparing for 
7 a forward movement toward Kinston. I 


2 learned that the rebels had burnt their iron 


clad ram and the bridge across the Neuse 


treating toward Goldsboro’. ‘They retreat- 


On my return to camp I 


Union prisoners, and en his return will dis- | whom he had cared for and seen properly 
charge what may remain at Morehead for § and comfortably provided with blankets, 


and had a rich beef soup made of the beef 


Su” San: 1 od ris eA MERCI : stock furnished by the Commission, and 
Sele gal Wl Ors cWeriataebelent plein oh every one had a tin cupful before being 


placed on the cars, after which he gave each 


Sanitary Agent, Mr. Foster, there, preparing ¢ O° 4 CUP of hot coffee and crackers. I also 


P ti but at the ti 
for a depot of reception, but a e time § hospital at Gum Swamp, where I found 


called on my return from the front at the ~ 


Dr. Weaver in charge, having seven wound- 
ed men from the front, and wishing for 


supplied his immediate wants from the 
stores of the Commission. To-night I go 


FIELD, 6 MILES FROM Cove Orexgk, N. C., 


Heap Quarrmrs U.S. San. Com., 1N THE 
Mareh 12, 1865. } 


I wrote to you yesterday morning, quite 
early, a hasty note, which I forwarded by 
Dr. Wilson, Assistan®Surgeon, 123d Indi- 


ana Vols., in charge of about thirty wounded 


and some 20 sick soldiers from the front. 

I had on that day visited, in company 
with Captain Kimball, Chief Quartermaster, 
the headquarters of General Palmer, which 
is at the right of the line of defences. We 


left our depot at 10 o’clock in the fore- | 


noon, and arrived at headquarters about 12 
noon. We heard heavy firing all the time, 
and on arriving near, we learned that the 
rebels, under Hoke, had made a desperate 


attempt to flank the left of the line of Gen- § 


eral Palmer’s Division, but were repulsed 
b] ‘ 


with a severe loss in killed and wounded, | 


and a few hundred prisoners, including one 
Lieutenant Colonel, and one of General 
Hoke’s aid-de-camps. 

While at headquarters a courrier arrived 


with a message from. General Cox, com- | 
manding the Ist Division of the 23d Army § 


Corps, saying that couriers had arrived at 


his (Cox's) headquarters, bringing intelli- | 


gence from General Couch, commanding 2d 


Division of the 23d Corps, that he was at f 


that time at Beaver Dam, moving from Wil- 
mington on to Kinston. This intelligence 


was received with a hearty welcome, and | 
| the wounded sent to this station, except 


doubled the assurance: of the capture or 


annihilation of the rebel force so desperately § 
struggling to break through our lines, if | 


they did not retreat. 
I learned also that our loss during the 


day in killed and wounded, was not near | 


as much as that of the @kemy. The force 


_ opposed to us on our front, amounted to | 


about 20,000, commanded by the rebel Gen- 
erals Hoke, D. H. Hill, and S. P. Lee, well 


_ known in this region from his having made | 


several unsuccessful attempts to drive the 
“hated Yankees” from Newbern. Seven 
consecutive charges were made on the forti- 


fications at the right of the line, commanded § 


by General Palmer. Every attack was re- 
pulsed with as much determination as it was 
made, and the rebels were obliged to re- 
treat. At the last attack a portion of one 
rebel brigade was captured by our forces, 


which will partly compensate for the loss of § 
| to bed about 3 o’clock this morning; so it 


one regiment, captured by them yesterday 
forenoon, that is as far as numbers of pris- 
oners are concerned. - 

I also visited the division hospital, with 


met here Dr. Whitney, of the 18th Wiscon- 


sin Vols., and Drs. Whittier, 23d Mass. | 


|} ning, and give you all the particulars I can 


Vols., Holcomb, Surgeon, and Cowles, As- 


sistant Surgeon 15th Conn. Vols., busily at- | 
' the front. 


tending to the wounded as fast as they were 
brought in from the field of action. 

Here I obtained from Dr. Rice a memor- 
andum of what stores he was in pressing 
need ; and as transportation is very limited 
to the front, and the roads in such a con- 
dition as to enable but about 1,200 or 1,500 
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Ibs of stores to be transported by one six 


i mule team, I made the assortment to com- 


prise the greatest variety possible, as you 
will see by a memorandum copy of the issues 


| of to-day, which [ send you, as follows :— 


100 handkerchiefs, 50 towels, 120 pairs 
socks, 96 cans condensed milk, 48 lbs. fari- 
na, 40 corn starch, 60 tomatoes, 60 beef- 
stock, 1 bbl. dried apples, 25 lbs. white 


h sugar, 1 box lint, 1 bed tick, 1 bbl. old 


linen, 24 btls whiskey, 2 bbls. crackers, 1 
bbl. onions. Captain Kimball, Chief Quar- 
termaster of this division, has promised me 
one army wagon to-morrow morning, which 
I shall load and send forward, and see that 
they reach their destination as soon as 
possible. 

At 10 o’clock, p M., I sent Mr. Perry with 
relief supplies to the division hospital at 
‘Gum Swamp,” 5 miles further up the road. 

I have thus far obtained all the names of 


some who have been sent to the general hos- 
pital at Newbern, via the county road to 
Cove Creek, in ambulances, passing a mile 


| or more at the right of this station, and at 


times when I have not been apprised of the 
fact until too late to get the names; at any 
rate, | have sent you nearly all the names 
thus far of the wounded, to this date; with 
the nature and region of the wound, and 
the missile with which it was inflicted. 

I have also attended to the placing these 
men on the cars, and supplying them with the 


| necessary articles for their comfort during 


the transportation to Newbern general hos- 
pital ; and many have been the heartfelt ex- 
pressions of gratitude towards the Commis- 


| sion for the attention paid to them in their 


I have made long day’s work 
Last night 
I was among the wounded all night, going 


suffering. 


has been all along. J am not unwilling to 
sacrifice my own comfort for the relief of 


7 our gallant boys, who have fought so bravely 


Dr. P. B. Rice, the Division Surgeon. I J 


and been the unfortunate ones to stop the 
deadly bullet of the rebel minions. 

I shall write to you again to-morrow eve- 
obtain of the condition of affairs here and at 


This morning comes out clear and cool. 


The first pleasant day from the time that 


we established our depot at this point. I 
have called on the Quartermaster of the Ist 
Division of the 23d Army Corps, and made 
arrangements to send a load of sanitary 


ey 
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stores to Dr. Spee aids. Charge | 


of that division. 
I have visited the Division Hospital, Ist 
Division, District of Beaufort, at Gum 


our stores. Dr. Weaver, the Surgeon-in- 
Charge, has since called at our depot, and 


under shelter, until they can be forwarded. 
We have heard some artillery firing in 


boro’ , destroying’ the railroad as they go. 


~ 


ton, has formed a junction with the left of § 


our line, in the rear of Kinston. 


This forenoon, 260 rebel prisoners in- j 
4 some 100 letters left with me at the tent, 


cluding one Lieutenant Colonel, and several 
other officers, weré brought here under a 


strong guard from the front, to be taken to § 


Newbern by railroad. Your visit to our 


station to-day, gave you the opportunity of } 


seeing the condition of affairs at our depot. 


Gum Swamp Station to Newbern general } 


hospital ; 


point three miles this side of the Swamp, 
and have them taken on and forwarded. 


dition of the roads, were unable to proceed, 
and returned to the hospital ; 


the cars. 


The addition of Mr. Rand to our present { 
relief corps, in the field, has come just in § 
the right time, as Mr. Perry and I have | 
been taxed pretty severely, having been at § 
work day and night for three days, and his | 


arrival relieved us of a portion of the duty. 


March 13, 1 o'clock, A.M. 
The cars have just arrived from Newbern, 


heavily loaded with rations and pontoon § 
I have seen the conductor, and 3 


bridges. 


I have seen the conductor of the 
train, and he has promised to stop a car at a § 
/ tent for removal just as soon as we can ob- 
7 tain transportation, which our quartermas- 

These wounded men, some 12 or 13 in | 
all, have twice been started for this station | 
in ambulances, but owing to the bad con- | 


but to-night | 
they have come from the main road across f 
a new road to the railroad, at which’ point | 
I have made arrangements ‘to take them on ; 


made arrangements to take these men on 
the train, as they return to Newbern. At 
) o'clock the train started down the track, 


# and when they arrived .at our depot I sup- 
Swamp, and furnished them with relief from { 


plied them with relief, and having had them 


f all comfortably arranged in the cars, and 
4 seen them start off, properly cared for, and 
says he shall send all the wounded forward 
to-night to this station. to be sent~to the § 
general hospital at Newbern, and I have bad § 
made provision for their accommodation | 


under the charge of Acting Hospital Stew- 
ard , of the 182d N. Y. Vols., I went 
to our tent and lay down for an hour or two; 
after this short rest, 1 procured a six mule 





f team from the quarter-master, and loaded 
7 it with an assortment of sanitary stores, and 
the direction of Kjnston, at intervals during § 
the furenoon, and couriers who arrive from § 
the front, say that the rebels have destroyed f 
a portion of the bridge across the river at | 
Kinston, and are retreating towards Golds- § 
4 ments tomove the tent and stores five miles 

T also learn that General Couch’s Divi- § 
sion of the 28d Army Corps, from Wilming- § 


sent Mr. Perry in charge of it tothe Ist 
Division, 23d Army Corps, Dr. Spurrier 
Surgeon-in-Charge. He: left our depot at 
11 o’clock, A.m. During the remainder of 
the day I was at the depot, making arrange- 


further up the railroad, to Dover Station, 
and issuing a few minor articles of relief 
such as paper, envelopes, socks, shirts, &c., 


4 to some of the sick in the field relief hos- 


pital at this station. During the day I-had 


to forward by mail, and as we have no mail 
carrier at this station, will it not be possi- 


it ble to make some arrangement by which we 


can have a mail-bag left with us each day, 


! and forward these soldiers’ letters to New- 

I have to-night, at 11 o’clock, received a | 
communication from Dr. Weaver, asking me § 
to aid him in getting the wounded from § 


bern postoffice each day, as they accumulate. 
[think it will be a much needed service. 
rendered by the Commission if it can be so 
arranged. 

I have this evening made .preparations, 
and packed our stores ready to strike the 


ter at this station informs me will be to- 
night or to-morrow morning. 
“Mr. Perry returned from the front at 11 


; o’clock, p.M., having walked some 12 miles, 


there being no means of transportation. He 
says that the division at the front will ad- 
vance to-morrow morning some five miles 
nearer to Kinston, to await the arrival of the 
pontoon train, and then cross the Neuse at 
some point near, and occupy Kinston. 
IN THE Fie.p, Dover Srartion, N. C. } 

March 14, 1865. 


I have, as you will see, by the date of 


Heapquarters U.S. San. Com. 


i this letter, removed our depot some three 
i miles nearer to the front; 


this being the 
terminus of the railroad to- day. 

I took down our tent, and with the assist 
ance of men from thie quartermaster’s 
guard, placed all our stores on the cars by 


) 
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12 o’clock, m., when the train was backed 
six miles down the track to Cove Creek to | 


obtain water for the engine, which being 


again under headway for our new position 
at this station, where we arrived at five 
o’clock, P.M. 


While Mr. Perry superintended the dis- § 
charging of the stores from the cars, I pro- | 


ceeded to find a location in which to again 


set our tent which should be convenient to 
transportation, both by railroad and wagons. § 
Having found a good location I had the | 


tent set and the goods stowed away inside. 


it was well along into the evening, we suc- 


ceeded in storing everything at about dark. [ 
On my arrival at this station I found an | 


ambulance train loaded with the wounded, 
sent in here this forenoon, with about eighty 
wounded soldiers from the Front Division 


many very severely wounded cases 
them, and as they had nothing to eat since 


morning, I immediately took a barrel of § 


crackers from the cars and distributed them 


among all. This done, [ consulted the sur- j 
geons in charge of them, Dr. Wilson, 128d § 


Ind., and Dr. Garwood, as to what relief we 
could furnish to these men from the stores 
of the Commission. I learned from them 
that the most immediate want was blankets 
and stimulants while on the cars between 


plied with an extra blanket. I also sent 
geons to use in the transportation to New- 


were provided for and made comfortable. 


Just before the cars left I learned that § 
there were several very sick men from the } 
3d Div. (Couch’s) of the 23d A. C., who had } 


been sent in from the front and placed in an 
old house near our quarters. I immediately 
went to the house, and there I found twenty- 
three men, lying on the floor, some without 


ant whatever. They told me that they were 


had nothing to eat or drink since they left 
their hospital this morning. I went to our 
tent, had some hot coffee prepared for them, 
and took a pailful of crackers and carried 
them to these men, also took blankets to 
cover those who had none. I found here 
one case of measles, three very sick of 


} typhoid fever, two. who were completely 





paralyzed and unable to even turn over 


j without help, and the remainder were cases 
rather a slow process, we were at 3 o’clock § 


of remittent fever and diarrhoea or rheuma- 


f tism. I had them all properly cared for ac- 


cording to my best judgment, and left them 


j to sleep or rest, intending to call at 11 o’clock 


and see them again before I went to bed, as 
I did, when I found some sleeping quietly, 


! while others too sick to rest or sleep on so 


hard a bed without some medical assistance 
or medicine. I again supplied them with 
good drinking water, and fixed each one 


| anew in his bed, and bade them good night, 
Fortunately we had a fine day, and although § 


promising to see them early in the morning, 
and to make arrangements to send them to 
Newbern by the first train of cars. This 
quieted their fears of being left here to take 


; care of themselves; and they all thanked 
f me for my attention to them, and seemed to 
f feel as though they had one friend, (the San- 
Hospital Ist Div. 283d A. C. There were § 


among 


itary Commission), so I heard one of them 
say. | ‘ 
T went to our tent, and had just layed 
down when I heard some one call at our 
door, to know if we were all asleep. 

. I turned out and found it was Asssistant 
Surgeon Platt, of the 140th Ohio Volun- 


| teers, who had been detailed to come in 
| from the front to attend to these poor fel- 
j lows, and ship them to Newbern imme- 
| diately. He thanked me very kindly in 
BE the name of his Division Surgeon for the 
‘here and Newbern, whither they were being § 
taken to the General Hospital. As the men | 
were placed on the cars each one was sup- | 


attention [I had paid to them, and after 
going with him again through this house _ 
and learning that nothing more could be 


i done for them at present than I had al- 
candles, lanterns and stimulants to the sur- | 


ready done, I left him, and went to bed at 


f nearly 1 o’clock on the morning of March 
bern, and when the cars left the station all § 


15th. 


AT Dover STaTion, NEAR Kinston, 
March 15, 1865. 


This morning is clear and fine. 


f HeapguarterRs U.S. San. Com. IN THE FIELD, 


I have 


# been engaged in assorting our stores and 
| arranging them in our tent. 
# had a rich soup made for the sick men 
i spoken of in my letter of last night. I also 
and some with blankets, without any attend- § 


I also have 


had each man furnished with soap, towels 


# and water, or had them washed, and gave 
left there this forenoon, and some of them f 


them a clean suit of under-clothing, after 
which they all seemed to feel very much 
better, and were ready to be put on the cars 
for transportation to the General Hospital 
at Newbern. 

During the forenoon, Chaplain Bayles, 
of 16th Kentucky Vols., in charge of the 


Corps Hospital 38d Div. 28d A. C., to which 
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coming in on purpose for sanitary stores, 


and on learning what I had done for Gene 


men, he thanked me very kindly in behalf 


of the Division Surgeon, as well as the § 
whole command, saying that he did not 
know what would have become of the poor | 
i very different from any of the others. 


fellows, had they not been relieved by the 
attentions of the previous evening. He also 


expressed his highest appreciation of the | 
Sanitary Commission, and has offered to | 


assist me in obtaining transportation to the 
front, by volunteering the services of his 
train of hospital wagons under his command. 


I shall try and secure this opportunity to | 
sending off everything,” says a voice at our 


push forward to Kinston immediately. 


I have sent a few stores to the 2d Brigade § 
of the 1st Division; also, have been able to § 
; often—of No. 10 Cooper Union. 


supply some relief to the needy at this 
station. 


The sick were all sent to Newbern this § fortn 20, Sf 
evening; a list of which I forwarded in my | supplies to City Point, m anticipation of 


# these battles. 


letter of yesterday. 


ad 


A wounded man from Capt. Graham’s § 
y there. 


company arrived at the tent just at dark, 
he was dumped on the railroad about a mile 


from here by the ambulance driver, and | 


obliged to walk here. I received a telegram | 
cotton drawers, 981 pairs of socks, 282 


Ef pillows, nearly 200 bed quilts, and 1,200 


from Dr. Rice to look out for him and put 
a bandage on his wound, which I did and 
kept him in the tent until the cars left. 


He seemed to suffer some pain from having | 


to walk so long a distance to this station 
on the railroad. 


the General Hospital here in Newbern, and 
is doing well. J. W. P. 


WOMAN’S CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF RELIEF. 
MONTHLY REPORT—NO. X. 

Our report for the month of March is 239 

packages received, 470 packages distribu- 


mond, 357 packages; to Norfolk, Va., 24 
packages ; to Washington, 1; Newbern, N. 
C.,10; Beaufort, 8. C., 89; New Orleans, 
21; Portsmouth Grove, R. L, 1; U. 8. 


Navy, 1; five hospitals in and near New 


York city, 15; ‘Special Relief,”’ 1. 

Since we last wrote, we have to congratu- 
late our friends upon the capture of Rich- 
mond—the capitol of the late Southern 
Confederacy. The good news, coming to us 
yesterday, 1s too recent, the joy and thank- 
fulness too deep for many words, as yet. We 
meet our friends, we shake bands, we say: 


s know this. 
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these men belong, called at the tent, having § “ Yes, it is indeed good news—thank God!” 


# That is all. 


And we try to realize what it 
means, and why it is that this victory is so 
much more to us than any other victory, 
and we look back and count over the battles 
of the four years, and remember how we felt 
after each one of them, and feel this to be 
And 
we wander off into thoughts of peace, of a 
time when there will be no more fighting, 
no more prisoners, no more anxiety, of a 
time when body and spirit can rest from the 


¥ thought-pressure of physical suffering—how 
f strange | 


““T suppose you are very busy so-day, 


elbow, recalling us from dream-land to the 
practical realities—the poetical realities 
“ No, not 
particularly busy just now—we were very 
busy last week and a fortnight ago, shipping 


More than three-quarters of 

all we sent off during the past month went — 
Here are the invoices of those con- 
sigaments. Naming only the most import- 
ant articles, we find 10,020 flannel shirts, 
8,129 pairs flannel drawers, 1,994 pairs 


cans lemonade. Besides these, large quan- 
tities of supplies, which we could not furn- 


| ish, have been purchased and sent from the 
§ Central office of the Commission. 


APL wa dud tah UPR ee Se ae nf morning a telegram from City Points tells 


This 


us that the store houses of the Commission 
are full, and that everything is being done 
for the wounded. It is a great relief to 
Were it not for the steady work 
of the Soldiers’ Aid Societies, working, as 


# they do, month in and month out, with or 
f without any special excitement, we could 
f never have been so prepared for this emer- 
ted. Of these there have been sent to City 
Point, for the armies operating against Rich- § 


gency, could never have had these supplies 
on the very spot, and at the very moment 
when they are so much needed.” ‘ And 
what is your work for this week?’ “ Our 


f receipts will be larger than usual, they al- 
| ways are after a battle, and we are thankful 


that itis so. They will keep us busy. We 
shall also, most probably, make large ship- 
ments, but whether to goup the James River 
to Richmond, or to some point on the coast 
for Sherman’s army, we do not know—have 
not yet received the requisition from the 
Central office.”’ 

You may have noticed that our distribu 
tions for both February and March largely 





exceed the receipts for those two months. 


Owing to the comparative inactivity last § 


winter of the armies at the Hast, we were 


and it is this reserve stock we are now draw- 


ing upon, and which enables us to meet the | 
very heavy demands for this spring’s cam- § 
i | When he started again, he found he could 


paign. 


How much longer the need for our efforts | 


may continue, we do not yet know. We 


do know that when the time comes for us | 


to stop working, the Commission will ap- 
prise us. Until then we hope the work 
will not be allowed to slacken. 

For the Committee on Correspondence. 


Louisa Ler ScHuYLeR, 
‘ Chairman. 
New York, 7 Cooper Union, 
April 4, 1865. i 


A WEEK IN ANNAPOLIS. 


act t ‘OM, . b——— f ‘ : 
Extracts from the Journal of Mrs. E. ; he entered his name in three different 


| squads, that he might draw rations for 3 


. f men,—he was so starved and desperate that 
My Dear Mrs. G. :—The few days we § 


Visiting the Prisoners. 


Annapouis, March 25. 


have been here we have been fully occupied 
in acting as “ Hospital Visitors.”” Perhaps a 
few incidents, taken from the daily entries 
in my note book, may give you a better in- 
sight into our work. 


train of ambulances passing the San. Com. 


office, carrying the dead to the cemetery. | 
We followed on after them, the bodies in 
the first and last ambulance are covered with § 
the flag, under whose folds they have so | 
The ambulances, § 
the guard following the procession, carrying | 
t say with a woman from Mass., “that it is 


often battled bravely. 


19 coffins moved on into the Soldiers’ 
Cemetery, and there, with the burial-service 
said for all, we saw them laid to rest. 

It seems to me but right, that on each 
prisoner’s head-board should be inscribed, 


“Srarvep to DEeatH;” that in time to § 
| the record read his death on the 14th. He 
j was too weak to speak plainly, and so they 


come, Southern chivalry may see and know 
what they have done. 

The remainder of that day we spent at 
St. John’s College Hospital. 


the last of six, ashe said. The rebels cap- 
tured and murdered his other sons the past 
summer, and this one was all he had. The 
boy, though starved, is doing well, probably 
may live. ; 

In the last arrival came a skeleton-look- 
ing boy. who seemed to grieve sadly over 
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i after his death! 
f sons, who had fallen in the service; four 
| died in rebel prisons, and the fifth soon after 


A he landed. 


} heard of.” 
| for her boy; was aided in her search, and 


In the Ist | 
ward we found an old gentleman from Ohio, | 
watching by the bedside of his only child, § 
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his younger brother, who died before reach- 
ing the cars; he said they had 3 miles to 


B march, his brother was too sick to walk, 
able to accumulate a large stock on hand, § 


so he took him upon his back and 
carried him two miles, when he found that 
his strength was so entirely gone that he 
was obliged to lay him down to rest awhile. 


not move any further, and laid him upon 
the ground. The boy reached up towards 
him, put his arms around his neck and 


i died directly, and there he was obliged to 


leave him, while he tottered on himself to 
the cars. Steward Newman, of the 5th 


i Michigan cavalry, told us of a father who 


coming to look for his son, arrived two hours 
He was the last of seven 


. \ e 
While Newman was prisoner at Florence, 


he was willing to run the risk of being de- 


# tected and of receiving 100 lashes, which 
i he knew would be the penalty. At thanks- 
giving, the rebels found they were tunnel- 
f ling out somewhere, and because they 
f would not tell, gave them no food for eighty 
The very first thing that attracted our § hours. | 
notice, the morning after our arrival, was a § 


A little German boy had been so low with 


f scurvy that his palate dropped off. At 
Anderson he laid for two days beside a dead, 


man that he might draw his rations. 
Annapouis, March 27. 


The more I see of the ‘Sanitary Home 
and its working, the more inclined I am to 


the best and noblest institution she ever 
She came, a stranger, looking 


to-day found his Bible, his father’s likeness, 
and a few other treasures, and then upon 


had not his name correctly, but the articles 
belonged to him, and that was enough. 
Yesterday there were two mothers here, 
mourning for their dead. One, from New 
York, had been an inmate of “The Home” 


| for six months, waiting upon her wounded 


son, a returned prisoner. He was her only 
child, and yesterday, after so many weeks of 
suffering and of agony, calmly and gently 
“slept the sleep that knows no waking.” 
The other, an English woman, from German- 
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town, Pa., whoarrived two hours after her son 


she was a widow.” 


tary Commission are most touching. 


AnNnaApouis “Sanitary Homu,” March 29. 
_ Yesterday I had the privilege of assisting 
In some sanitary work so very gratifying to 


‘tell you of it. Major Howes permitted us 
to take part in the distribution of sanitar 
articles, as they are given out at the “Col- 
lege Green Barracks.” First 


fork and spoon; they march on to the 
kitchen window, where each in turn has 
loaf of bread, and a mess of cabbage. Some 


before they wished to move; but the guard 


wanted dinner ; and go they passed on in the 
same orderly manner coming up in the lineto 
the Sanitary storehouse, where was given to 
them thread, needles, combs, envelope, with 


sheet of paper nicely folded in it; towels, § 
soap and water in abundance to be found at | 
They all looked, and I § 


the bathing house. 
have no doubt, were pleased. Many “thank 
you's” were said heartily, blended often 
with more soldier-like phrases, such as 
“that’s bully, just what I was looking for ;”’ 
and several remarked, “‘ Boys, wouldn’t we 
like the rebs to see this?” “The folks do 
eare forus at home,” “Good dessert this !’’ 


tion was kept up with the moving line, 


such as ‘‘Where do you come from, State | 
and corps?” “Old 2d of Pennsylvania.” 


“ Ah! all right, that’s mine;” or, ‘Where 


do you belong, cavalry ?” from a lady on my § 


right; if the answer came “ Michigan,” 
which it often did, the response would 


be, “The Ist or 5th is a brave regi- | 


ment, is it not, and your General (Custer) 
just as brave?” 
the soldier. 


know?” “Yes, Boston, ma’am.” Two 
stalwart looking fellows answered to the 
query, ‘‘ California ;” a goodly specimen of 
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| the country, though now showing rebel 
was buried,—‘ he was her only son, and | 
She bears it all so | 
beautifully, submitting as only a Christian § 
can. The whole house is interested in her, | 
and her expressions of grateful appreciation J 
of the kindness received through the Sani- | 


care and treatment. One of our valued 
agents found a few that replied “ England,” 
whom he saw in the ranks from his island 
home. In about two hours, the crowd had 
all been supplied, and were scattered. -As 
an ending to such a pleasant day’s work, I 


f must give you an extract from a note which 


I have just received from the wife of the 





f Assistant Adjutant General, Mrs. G ; 
# who was one of our party. She says: 


8s “« Accept my thanks for the agreeable man- 
me, that I cannot but write immediately to | 


ner in which I spent yesterday morning, 


f and believe me more devotedly the friend 
y f of the Sanitary Commission than ever. 
| Heaven prosper the noble work and all who 
in order § 
comes the long line of men, 1,400 in all; j 
each man with his new cup, plate, knife, | 


are engaged in it. Its deeds of charity are 
among the few rays of light which pierce 
the dark shadows of war. They will ever 


| be a beloved memory, both to recipients and 


4 donors.” 
his cup filled with soup, and receives one-half | 


Mrs. G.’s husband came here a prisoner, 


f wearing some Sanitary clothing, which had 


few would stop to taste the savory dinner { reached him in his far-off prison; so she . 


| i feels the value of this noble work. * * * 
or attendants in the kitchen would call out, | 
‘‘Hurry up men, double-quick!” and the § the 9th corps, was a prisoner eight months, 


_ loiterer would be reminded that other men | had had a furlough, and was now back 


A Maryland infantry boy, belonging to 


again ready for duty—had asked to be sent 


4 front, saying, “The rebels had boarded him 


eight months, and he was anxious to go 
back to settle his bill of fare.” 


Annapous, March 29. 
The. arrival of a boat with returned 
prisoners, is the signal for every one to rush 
to the landing; following the crowd, we. 
came to the wharf just in time to see the 


i unsteady column begin to move from the 


vessel. On board, the Hospital Band is 
playing cheerful strains of welcome, and 


7 they come ashore to the sound of music. / 
and so, a hurried, ofttimes merry conversa- | 


“Back to the North where the air is free, 
Back from the land of pain.” 

Tottering and feeble, bronzed and smoke- 
blackened, tangled hair and matted beards, 
some in rebel garb, many barefooted and 
bareheaded, the majority clothed in shirt 


and drawers furnished by the Sanitary Com- 


mission in Wilmington, a few fortunate 


| possessors of a blanket; this is the walking 
party, but such walking. It was more than 
“That he is lady,” from { some of them could do to move, and so they 
And then the lady on my left § 


would enquire, “You are a Yankee boy, I | 


gave it up, and as the line of stretcher- 
bearers followed in their wake, were added 
to the list. 

Sorry plight, for 800 brave men to come 
from Southern care. 


They are martyrs for - 


~ lately seen. 


The Sanitary Comm 


the nation—patient and -uncomplaining. 
They do not blame the Government. They 
censure no one. In all the precious 
lives lost to friends and home, and the 
wrecks of noble soldiers yet remaining, 
is not the hand of God seen? The costly 
offering was asked for and given, that 
the nation might be saved, and that dis- 


tant lands might learn to what refinements of § 


cruelty, SLAVERY had educated a people. 
In a previous arrival, a man was noticed 


straining his eyes towards the shore, and as | 
they neared the wharf was among the first {| making about forty-five hundred in all. 
He § Several thousand more are coming, so that 
q there is no danger of our getting too many 
the distance, a few feeble steps upon our f 
soil, and then fell dead ; his wish gratified— | 
he died at home. When taken to the Hos- | 
pital they are bathed, hair and beard trim- | 


med, have clean clothes put on them, and § 


to press forward to leave the vessel. 
walked along the plank, eagerly looking in 


are laid on good comfortable beds. When, a 


‘6 Home.” 


and remote. Whoever has been here can- 


not but be a worker for tne U. 8. Sanitary i the military and medical authorities, will 


Commission. 


. 


ANDERSONVILLE PRISONERS. 
Cairo, April 5, 1865. 


Dr. J. S. NEWBERRY: 


letter from Mr. Brown, giving some idea of 


the condition of our poor soldiers from An- § 
I trust the shipments already } 
made will relieve them until further ship- | 


‘dersonville. 


ments can be made. 

I have notice of ashipment from Detroit, 
also from Milwaukee, on receipt of your 
telegrams to each. 


I have, to-day, made shipment in addition § 
Since my last | 
to you, I have advices of two car- | 
Hope {| 


i the increasing numbers of troops. 


to one made on the 2d inst. 
Py 
loads, on the way from Chicago. 
to be able to keep them supplied. 
Very respectfully, yours, 
C. N. SHIPMAN, 


Agent U.S. San. Com. ; 


VicxssurG, March 30, 1865. 
Mr. C. N. SHipMan: 


DEAR Str—I have just received the sup- | 
All | 
I can assure you § 
the goods are needed, and more, too. I { 


plies invoiced to us on the v4th inst. 
right! Many thanks. 


doubt whether there has been a more dis- 
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tressed looking set of men since the war 
began, than those now coming in from An- 
dersonville. Many are dying on the way, 
and others are just able to get into what 
they call ““God’s country” to die. Six 
were buried at Black River, last evening, 
and two more died on the cars, coming in 
from there. Out of a squad of a hundred 
and twenty-five that reached Black River 


§ yesterday morning, almost every man is 


suffering from scurvy. About five hundred 
came in from Black River this morning, 


sanitary stores on hand here. I hope I 
shall get the goods invoiced on the 25th 
instant, ‘soon. We need the crackers. 
Vegetables are needed very much. 

The hospital boat, R. C. Wood, is here 


# loading with sick for Northern hospitals. I 
few hours later, we saw them, we could not | 
recognize the squalid crowd we had so § 
The Sanitary Commission has | 
no nobler, better work carried on than this | 
From this quiet place will-go § 
out an influence to be felt in States, near § 


will write again soon. 
Very truly, yours, 
J. G. BRowN. 


From the Sanitary Reporter, March 15. 
SUPPLIES. 


The accompanying papers from some of 


show how eager the call for vegetables is in 


i the Army of the Cumberland. The Com- 
¥ mission has already sent forward large sup- 
i plies of potatoes, kraut and pickles, and will 
Dear Str—Hnelosed please find copy of | continue to send all it can obtain from the 
| contributions of auxiliary societies and by 


direct purchase. The branches at the West 
will, no doubt, respond generously to. the 
appeal made to them. 

So many new recruits are going to the 


# army, that the hospitals are beginning to 
| fill up again, andeall sorts of supplies will 
1 be most acceptable. 


Word comes from the 
principal distributing depots, that the wants 
of the soldiers are large and pressing, and 
that the Commission must keep up alargely 
increased stock of articles to correspond to 


‘Let there be good preparation for the 


| spring campaign, and let what is to be done, 


be done at once. 


Mepicau Director’s OFFICE, 
NAsHVILLE, Tenn., Med. 28, 1865. 
Srr—It is represented that the troops of 
the cavalry corps, stationed at and near 
Eastport, Miss., are in need of vegetables 
and sanitary supplies of that kind. Such 


HEADQUARTERS DeEp’T OF THE geen} 





as were sent some time since were taken by § 
Major General A. J. Smith’s command, en § 
Will you please see | 


route to New Orleans. 
that supplies of the kind needed are sent as 
soon as possible? 

Very resp’y, your obd’t servant, 


GrorGE E. Cooper, 
Surgeon U. S. Army Medical Director. 


Tennessee. ‘ 
HEADQUARTERS Cay. Corps, Miu. Div: Miss., 
GRAVELLY Springs, Aua., Feb. 16, 1865. 
Special Orders No. 31. 
EXTRACT. 


duty connected with the U. S. Sanitary 
Commission. Quartermaster General will 
furnish the necessary transportation on 
chartered transports. 


On completion of his business he will re- | 


turn without delay to his command. 


By command of Brevet Major General Bypraaee Newberry, Sec. S. C., Louts- 


Wilson. EK. B. BEAUMONT, 


Majorand A. A.G. ff 


HEADQUARTERS Cav. Corps, Min. Div. Miss., 
GRAVELLY Springs, Aua., Fed. 17, 1865. 


troduée to you 


not need. 


about 
usa liberal supply of the articles mentioned, 
I believe much sickness will be prevented 
thereby. 
I am, sir, very resp’y, your obd’t serv’t, 
F. SALTER, © 





Surgeon U. 8. V., and M. D. Cav. Corps, M.D. M. § | **1Y" , 
f sissippi River from Cairo to New Orleans, 


Dr. Newberry, U. 8. S. C., Louisville, Ky. 


HeADQuARTERS Dep’? oF THE CUMBERLAND, 
MepicaL DirEector’s OFFICE, 

NaSHVILLE, TENN., March 1, 1865. 

Sir—There are 

Chattanooga, and in and about Knoxville, 
who are requiring sanitary supplies—veye- 
tables. Can you make it convenient to 
furnish the same? . 

Your obedient servant, 

GrorGE EK. Cooper, 





Surgeon U.S. V., Medical Direetor. § 


Judge Root, Agent U. S. S. C., Nashville, 


Tennessee. 
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i of 
Judge Root, Agent U. S. S. C., Nashville, } 
| A bers 

i whole corps, please ship what you can for 
i this division, and I will see to their distri- 
; bution. 
# ble food, and while the command is lying 
Major Lusk, 10th Mo. cavalry, is hereby | 
authorized to proceed to Louisville, Ky., on | 






Heapquarters lst Division CavaLry Corps, 
, WATERLOO, ALA., Feb. 20, 1865. 


you to send us a quantity of potatoes and 


; onions, if you have the supply on hand. 


Our cavalry numbers in the neighborhood 
men, that can be reached by send- 
ing a boat to Eastport. Our division num- 
It you could not ship for the 








We are much in want of vegeta- 


in camp is the time to prepare our men for 
active operations, and good health is what 
is most needed 

Please ship to George H. Sloat, Surgeon 
in Chief 1st Division Cavalry Corps, Mili- 
tary Division, Mississippi. 

Very respectfully, your obd’t servant, 


GrorGrF EK. SLoAT, 
Surgeon in Chief Ist Division. 


ville, Ky. 


From Sanitary Reporter, March 15. 


Digan Ghia othe hearer herent eins | DEPARTMENTS OF THE MISSISSIPPI AND 


Lusk, of this corps, whom I desire to in- § 
Major General Wilson has | 


directed Major Lusk to proceed to Louis- § 
ville for the purpose of procuring sanitary | though there have been no demands for the 
supplies of an anti-scorbutic character. The | 


articles most required are potatoes, kraut } partments, and therefore there is nothing to . 


and pickles; clothing and stimulants we do attract the public eye, nothing to create the 


# intense interest which always concentrates 


The number of troops in this region is i about large numbers of wounded men; still - 


If you can consistently give § ‘ : . 
y 7,8 | be supplied, in order to prevent disease, to 


| keep up the efficiency of the army, and to 


ARKANSAS. 


In looking over the Sanitary work in 
these departments for the past four months, 


exigencies of great battles as in other de- 


to those who examine the real demands to 


add to the comfort of the soldiers, the work 


f assumes a magnitude and an importance 
i which can hardly be estimated. | 


The field embraces the whole of the Mis- 


and the State of Arkansas, with all of the 


§ “homes” or “ lodges’ for soldiers, the hos- 
| pitals, garrisons, camps, and troops in the 


troops in and about i field,.and all the Naval vessels of the Mis- 


sissippi, White, and Arkansas rivers. 
There are in the depirtment, including 


§ Cairo, but eight paid agents of the Commis- 
# sion, viz: One Inspector, two Superintend- 


ents of homes or lodges, one Hospital Visi- 


; tor, and four General Relief Agents; at 


each station there are more or less detailed 
soldiers to assist in the work. 
During the yearending Dee. 31st, 1864, 


Dear Str—I am compelled by the actual . » 
1 need of vegetables in this command, to ask 





the issues from this depot, Memphis, alone 
amounted to one hundred and sixty thou- 
sand dollars, the value being estimated at 
the wholesale cost in northern markets. 


comfort of the soldiers, and which, though 
it is impossible to estimate their value in 


money, add much to the real value of the | 


work. 

~ During the last four months the work has 
been more than in any of the four months 
of the year preceding, though at present 
the cash value cannot be estimated. From 


causes beyond the control of the U 8S. Sani- § 


_tary Commission, the interior Posts of Ar- 


kansas, such as Duvall’s Bluff, Brownsville, | 
Little Rock, Pine Bluff, and Fort Smith, | 
have not received the attention which was § 
demanded; but since Nov. 1, 1864, all | 


these Posts, hospitals, garrisons, and camps 
have been supplied with vegetables, both 


fresh and pickled, clothing and hospital | 
- supplies as the means: of the Commission § 
F money to the best advantage ?”’ 


would warrant, and it is most gratifying to 


know that now there is little real suffering | 
for the want of anything the Commission § 
) 7 accomplished. 


can furnish. 
The hospitals in this. city, Vicksburg, 
Natchez, Helena, 


Smith are kept supplied, as far as transpor- 


tation can be had. Every naval vessel in | 


the river receives a generous supply. Thou- 
sands of troops in transitu call at Cairo, 


Memphis, Vicksburg, and other points, and 


get clothing, vegetables dried fruit, con- 
centrated milk, stimulants, &c. | 


field has been thoroughly explored and 
every hospital and garrison visited, and the 
exact wants of each are shown. The Inspec- 
tor of the department is kept advised of the 
average number of troops at each station, 
both in the garrisons and hospitals, so that 


‘long-tried agent of the Commission, D. B. 


Carpenter, has gone with supplies with the § 


army operating in theextreme South. The 
that, so far as their agents have the means 


plied; and it is thankfully acknowledged 
that the supplies on hand have often been 
greater than transportation could be had 
for; still, it is but just to say, that without 
one exception, the army Quartermasters 


A ‘ cold shoulder.” 
This does not include the thousands of little | 
articles contributed by individuals for the | 


Duvall’s Bluff, Little { 
Rock, Pine Bluff; Brownsville, and Fort § 
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| have always afforded all the facilities in 


tbeir power, and but one military com- 
mander has ever given the Commission the 
With this one exception 
the commanders have acknowledged the 
great good done by the Commission, and 


| to Major-Generals Washburn, Steel, Hurl- 
j burt, and Buford, the Commission is deeply 


indebted for kindness sknown. 

The opening of the Spring campaign ad- 
monishes us that we have a great work to 
do the present season; but we rejoice to 
feel that we can rely with confidence on 
the people of the North. The army is theirs, 
the work is theirs, and their whole heart is 
in it. Letters of cheer are constantly com- 
ing from Boston, from Buffalo, from Mil- 
waukee, extreme points of our great coun- 
try—the Hast calls to the West, asking, 
“ What do you need?” One noble woman 
who has from the first been one of the most 
constant and indefatigable workers, and who 
has traveled from one end of the land to 
the other, writes, ‘‘ How can we spend our 
The least 
we can do is to tell them where these bene- 
factions go, and assure them of the good 
BENJ. WOODWARD, 

Supt. Dep't. 


From the Cincinnati Gazette. 
EXPLOSION OF STEAMER ECLIPSE. 
PapucaH, Ky., Fed. 8. 


Eds. Gazette:—The undersigned having 


received invaluable assistance from the 
# agents of the U.S. Sanitary Commission at 
5 this place, during the time that the unfor- 
i tunate sufferers from the explosion of the 
; steamer Kclipse were on our hands, would 
Within the past few months the whole 


respectfully, through the medium of your 


fj paper, desire to return thanks to the said 
; Comniission and its agents, Messrs. H. D. 


| Way, L. Owen, D. C. Petty, and T. E. 


Horton. These gentlemen labored with 


| unremitting ardor from early morning to 
1 late at night, in cooking and distributing 
he can draw orders on the Commission for | 
what is wanted; and now, a trusted and | 


coffee, soups, &c., to the sick, and furnish- 
ing the surgeons with rags, bandages, towels, 
and such other necessaries in the shape of 
dressings as we required. Twenty minutes 


f after the boat temporarily used as a hospital 
friends of the Commission may rest assured | 


steamer arrived at our wharf, they were on 


| board with their cauldron of boiling coffee 
at their disposal, no want ‘shall go unsup- | 


and rich soup, ready to distribute it to the 
men, many of whom had not tasted food 
since the night before. Indiana owes these 
gentlemen a debt of gratitude for the ex- 
emplary way in which they acquitted them- 
selves of their stewardship. 
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Requesting insertion for this, in mae to f 
show our appreciation of the U. 8. Sanitary | 


Commission, we are, 
Very respectfully yours, 
Henry W. Davis, 


Kentucky. 


Sou. B. Wotrr, 


Surgeon 181st Ohio Vols., Post daeieeil, 


KNOXVILLE, Trenn., March 24, 1865. 
Dr. J. 8S. NEWBERRY : 
Sec’ry Western Department U. S. San. Com. 


Dear Sir :—As I have already notified 


this post. 


out lists of casualties, if an engagement 
should occur. 


authorized agent should be at the post to 
give directions in regard to the goods just 
shipped. 

On reaching Knoxville, I found William 
also gone. 
ment, he made preparations to receive it, 


stores to the rooms. 
too hard, but seemed well, and made no 
complaint. On the morning of the 28d, 


for him, and he was found at his room on 
his cot insensible, i in a moribund condition, 
and died in about thirty minutes atter ned 


and other surgeons made, every effort to save 
him, but without avail. They will report, 
after examination, on the cause of his death, 
which is yet uncertain. 


upon his table, that he lived at Cleveland, 


Qhio; that his pay was carefully saved and 
deposited in bank to enable him to get an 


ous habits are to be found on his table. I 


the surgeons and all who have met him at 


f portance. 
i way Hastward, and a large supply of stores 
f and at least three first class men are needed 
f at once; one to stay here, receive stores, 
i issue here and ship to the front; one to re- 
# main in the field, visiting the different 


H commands, ascertaining their wants, and re- 


you by letter and telegram, I left Chatta- 4 porting to the office here ; the third to pass 


nooga yesterday morning for a brief Visit to § backwards and forwards upon the railroad, 


This seemed to be imperatively | taking charge of shipments, and, perhaps, 


demanded from the fact that after starting 7 keeping up a depot at the terminal station. 
two car loads of stores for Knoxville, L 
learned by letter from Mr. Gardner, Agent i post of Chattanooga, as it is specially under 
in charge here, that he had gone on to “the | 


front with Gen. Gillam’s command, to make § this depot needs, and probably for some 


nt # time will need, a larger supply of sanitary 
He left a young man, Wil- § 
liam Lupendon, of Co. B, 103d 0. V. L., in’ 
charge of the rooms, who was fully quali- f 
fied tor the work with the small supply of | 


the rooms, speak in the highest terms of his 
noble aud manly character. 
Under the circumstances, though sidid 


f at Chattanooga, I shall feel compelled to re- 
f main here until Mr. Gardner returns, or the 
Surgeon U.S. Vols., and Medical Director, Dist. of Western c help from Louisville, for which I have tele- 


| graphed, is received. 


This post has largely increased in 1Im- 
A large army is ‘pushing its 


Although particularly interested in the 


my charge, I feel constrained to report that 


stores than that. It seems to me, also, 
that it is of more importance than ever 


| before, that there should be some one man 
fF in the field, who can frequently visit all the 
stores on hand; but it was evident that an § posts from Louisville to Knoxville, and 
| then to the East of Knoxville and to the 
# South of Chattanooga, and report upon the 
| comparative wants of each. I can see no 
Re 1m f other way in which an impartial distri- 
Receiving notice of the ship- — bution of the gifts of the people can be 


f made. 
and worked all day on the 22d to get the} 


He labored hard, and | partment have received from the Commis-. 


; sion through the special efforts which have 


/ been made from time to time to furnish 
not appearing at breakfast, search was made § 


The henefit which the armies in this de- 


vegetables in large quantities, so that they 


‘ could be distributed to all, whether sick or 
| well, can never be over- estimated ; and at 
# no time has there been, as I am well per- 
was found. Dr. Curtiss, Medical Director, — suaded, more reason for such an effort than 


f now. The army has had an unusually ae- 


tive winter campaign. The country through 


f which it has moved and is likely to move, 


! is stripped of supplies, detached and con- 
I find by a letter from his mother, left § 


valescent men have been gathered up from 


# all quarters and sent to their commands. 
| Large numbers of new troops unaccustomed 


E to the hardships and privations of army life, 
education when the time of his enlistment | 


had expired. A well worn Greek Gram- | 
mar and many other evidences of his studi- | 


have just taken the field. For a long time no 


antiscorbutics, or no adequate supply of ~ 
j them have been distributed, and cases of 
f scurvy are by no means rare. 


was not personally acquainted with him, but § the cheering prospect of an early peace is 


I fear that 


diminishing the zeal of the army of work- 


va 
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ers at home, but hope it will rather increase 
their zeal. We may be disappointed in 
these hopes, but if fortunately we are not, 


I trust that the soldiers in the field will | 


have occasion to feel that their friends at 
home have remembered and loved them 
unto the end, and that the last campaign 
will witness such an overflowing supply of 


army and the people are one. 
- We have to-day made a large issue of 
stores to the Asylum Hospital, and I have 
been able to visit with Dr. Mencham, the 
Surgeon in charge, several of the wards, the 
kitchens, dining rooms, bakery, commissary 
rooms, &c. It has,in round numbers, 
patients, mostly in tents, who are evidently 
doing well, look cheerful, and are well pro- 
vided for. The arrangements and condition 
of the hospital are excellent. The highest 
possible meed of praise is certainly due to 
the Surgeon in charge and to Dr. Curtiss, 
the Medical Director of the ‘post, for their 





of theirsick. They have been left, with an in- 
adequate medical force, to rely almost entirely 
‘on their own resources in providing for the 
sick. At this distant post, with communica- 
tion frequently interrupted, the commissary 
and the Commission have been able to furn- 
ish but a meagre and fitful supply of hospital 
stores. Almost their sole reliance has been 
upon the country, and they have scoured it 
far and year for articles of diet. Apples, 


needed, but in quantities as large as are 


often obtained for hospitals of the same | 


capacity in the most favored locations. But 


the supply from this source cannot be kept | 
up. The potatoes obtained are of an inferior | 
quality, and it would be very ungenerous as § 
well as unjust to practically say to those | 


gentlemen, youare so faithful and energetic 
that you do not need our help. 
This hospital has received the patients 


from the others which have been succes- § 
sively broken up, but there is a demand for | 
more room, and another large hospital is to } 
be immediately opened. For both of these 
and for the front, I cannot make too urgent } 
an appeal, asking you, however, not to forget | Salt Lake City for antiscrobuties, &c., which 
1 I would like to fill if they could be furn- 
| ished in a compact form, and by the middle 
| of May. . 


Chattanooga while sending bountiful sup- 
plies here. | Yours very truly, 


M. C. Reap, 


Agent at Chattanooga. 







| quisitions for want of transportation. 
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THE FAR WEST. 
LEAVENWORTH, Kansas, April 1, 1865. 


Dr. J. S. NEWBERRY, 
Secretary U. 8. Sanitary Commission West. Dep't. 


_ Str :—TI have the honor to transmit here- 


f with my report of receipts and disburse- 


ments for the month of March, and beg 


s leave to call your attention to the remarks* 
sanitary stores as will demonstrate that the | 


made thereon. From the large number of 


hospitals depending on this post, and their 


great distance, you will see that it is impossi- 
ble for me to make personal visits to them all. 


i I enclose a letter from Andrew J. Willey, 
| Surgeon in charge of Post Hospital at Cot- 


tonwood Springs, Nebraska Territory, which 


j is but asample of many I receive from those 


I am often unable to fill re- 
Fre- 
quently, when it is offered, my assortment 


distant posts. 


| is so broken that 1 am unable to send the 


articles most needed. My supply of cloth- 


| ing is sufficient for the present, but I 
bhe sp j greatly need antiscrobutics and dietary arti- 
successful effortsin providing forthe comfort | 


cles. 
My health has been bad for the past 


f month, and I respectfully request leave of 
7 absence for thirty days, to recuperate. 


Respectfully, your ob’t ser’t, 
J. R. Brown. 


* The following is a list of hospitals de- 
pending upon this post for sanitary sup- 
plies :—Lawrence, Olathe, Salina, Mound 
Uity, Paola,*Humbolt, Fort Riley, Fort 


green and dried; potatoes, butter, milk, j Zarah, Omaba, Dacotah, Cottonwood, Co- 


eggs (from 80 to 100 dozen a day), chick- | 
ens, &c., have been thus obtained, not, per- | 


haps, in as large quantities as have been | 
| aggregate of 


lumbus, Fort Kearney, Plumb Creek, Junc- 
tion Station, Fort Rankin, Denver City, 
Fort Scott, and Fort Leavenworth, with an 
sick, as shown by last 
week’s report to Medical Director Davis. 
Up to this time all the transportation has 
been used in carrying supplies to the army, 
and several requisitions made upon me for 
sanitary supplies have not been filled. The 
Medical Director says that very soon trans- 
portation will be furnished for all supplies 
that I can send to these extreme western 





f points, and that the necessary comfort for 


the sick can be procured in no other way. 
As soon as transportation is furnished, 
my assortment of stores will be inadequate 
to the demand. You will see by the re- 
port the articles that I am most in need of. 
I am also in receipt of a requisition from 
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AID TO VICTIMS OF SOUTHERN BARBARITY. 
VicxssBur@, Miss., Aprel 2, 1865. 


Dr. J. S. NEWBERRY. 
Secretary U. S. Sanitary Commission. 


I arrived here late last night, and find 


that our stores have not reached here any too § 
There are now in camp four miles | 
i we shall need any more clothing, unless it 
| be socks, of which we have very few. 
| Noble, of the 17th Connecticut, delivered 
! a lecture here last night, in which he stated 


soon. 
from here about 4,000 prisoners, and more 


are coming in every day. Those who came’ 


in first were from Cahawba, and were in 
much better condition than those now com- 
ing in, who are from Andersonville. The 


latter are in a very feeble and distressing | 


condition, every train containing more or § twe! ! 
j clothing is a piece of blanket tied about the 


less who hive died upon the road. Yes- 


terday an ambulance came in which started | 
i blackened by smoke that you cannot tell 


from Jackson with four sick men, and when 


it arrived they were all dead. Large trains § 


of ambulances are running between Black 
River and Jackson, bringing those who are 


too feeble to walk. The city hospitals are | 
being emptied to make room for them, and | 
every thing is being done that can be done, § 


but still many will die, for the succour has 
come too late. 


and they will be several weeks coming in. 


at the camp. 
I visited Gen. Morgan L, Smith this 


morning, and he promised me every facility § 
and assistance, placing laborers, teams and | 
a guard at my disposal. The supphes which § 
I have will last for some days, but will need § 


large additions, especially of kraut and 
onions if they can be procured. 


sent, as it willbe most gratefully received. 


The men have not been, and cannot be paid. § 


They are greedy, ravenous for tobacco ; and, 
famished as they are, are willing to trade 
a part of their rations for it. Several hun- 
dred pounds have already been donated by 
the citizens, but it hardly gave them a day’s 
supply. 
could be made than to purchase three or 
four thousand pounds of tobacco, both 
chewing and smoking, and a few boxes of 
clay pipes. The camp is in the midst of a 
cane country, where plenty of stems can be 
procured. Mr. Brown tells me there is also 
a great call for suspenders. None are furn- 
ished by Gtvernment, and in their weak and 
emaciated condition the men cannot bear to 
have their pants buckled tightly about them. 


f ances. 


remain, 
It is expected that between ten and fif- } 


teen thousand men will be brought here, § 
| towels here, and they are badly needed. 


They are neither exchanged nor paroled, § 
but are still under the control of a rebel j 
officer, (Col. Henderson, I believe), who is § 


I would { 


! think no better expenditure } 
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Tlearn also that there is great need of a 
feeding station at Black River crossing, and 
shall make an effort to start one there to- 
morrow, as we have all the necessary appli- 
Mr. Johnson is an experienced 
hand at that business, and will be just.the 
man to take charge of it. Ido not think 


Col. 
that there were men on their way here who 
have not had a shirt on their backs for more 
than twelve months. Their only article of 


loins, and their bodies are so dried and 


whether they were originally white or black. 
I have not yet been to the camp, but 


f shall go with a supply of stores to-morrow 


morning, and will keep you informed of any- 
thing I may see. 

Hoping soon to hear from you in the way 
of a supply of kraut, onions, tobacco, &e., I 
Very respecttully, 

| H. Tone. 
_ P. 8.—I find there is a great scarcity of 


THE UNITED STATES SANITARY. COMMIS- 
SION AT. CITY POINT, VA. 


U.S. Sanirary CoMMISISON, 
WaSsdINGTON, Apri 6, 1865. 


To the Standing Oommittee of the U. S. 
Sanitary Commission. . 

GENTLEMEN :—The eventful week in the 

experience of the armies of the Potomac and - 


| James has found the Commission prepared 
| to do its proper work with those armies. 
also urge that a large quantity of tobacco be § 


On the 4th inst. the schooner Baltimore 
reached City Point with an assorted cargo of 
supplies, and another left New York on the 
3d inst. As a measure of precaution, I 
have ordered another consignment of stores, 
similar to the last sent from New York. 
From City Point but one application for 


| supplies has been received, and that but for 


two articles, bandages and arm-slings. The 
Journal of the 3d inst. states our losses in 
Sunday’s fight to be comparatively slight. 
The wagons of the Commision with the 
Twenty-fifth Corps, accompanied it into 
Richmond; one of the Ninth Corps wagons 
entered Petersburg on the 3d with the 
hospital train of the 2d Division, and our 
agents under J. Warner Johnson, with wa- 
gons and stores, are with the moving column 
in pursuit of Lee. 
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There has been no call for additional as- § 
sistance. Not less than fifty well qualified 
persons, selected with care for this work, 
await a call to the field. 7 

It is believed that City Point will remain 
a base of supplies to the armies, and that } 
the depot hospitals will be maintained 
there. : p 

I have just received a letter from Mr. | 
Harris, written yesterday, which says: “The § 
demand on us for stores has been large, but § 
with the ample stock on hand we have been | 
able to meet all necessities.” 

Dr. McDonald accompanied the Presi- § 
dent’s party to Richmond on the 4th inst., | 
by boat to Varina, thence by horse. 3 

The number of persons in the service of | 
the Commission with the armies operating 
against Richmond was on April 1,100, and 
has not yet been materially increased. 

The accompanying list of articles sent to | 
City Point since Feb. 1, will indicate the } 
character of the provision made for the | 
present emergency. . 

Very respectfully, 


J. FostER JENKINS, 
General Secretary. 


Blanketsi. |. sj s0 Be POOL Wie “DOLLLESs oi2,% «a0 0/0-sh0 3608 
Candles, lbs....... .-- 1400|/Writing-paper, reams., 510 §& 
Cushions....ce.s---- 2000/Ale, bottles........0. / 1832 § 
Dippers.....- o- eeeee- 236/Dried apples, bbls.... 35 
Head-rests .....-.-+- - 100/Blackberrycord’l, bots 1632 § 
Knives and furks, doz. 120)Canned meat, lbs..... 6336 & 
Pailss sects se se eiteienis 360|/Condensed egg, lbs.... 200 § 
Lanterns........ esee»  120/Cond’sedlemonade,pgs 2280 § 
Pillows...... eeeeee--  800)Small dried fruit, lbs. 1000 § 
Pipes, boxes.....ee. be 39|Chocolate, lbs........ 2900 & 
Quilts....0....------- 500/Ground coffee, bbls.... 24 
TOWOI1B ss c'v's a deiac'c ees’ 24000) Condensed milk, lbs.. 9600 § 
Tin CUPS.5.. 22 voces 6000) Crackers, bbls........ 350 § 
‘Tin plates, gross...... 21|Corn starch, lbs...... 4400 # 
Spoons, d0Z...cee- sees 360| Jamaica ginger, bots.. 14400 § 
Drawers, cotton, pairs. 2000|Farina, lbs..... Sostee 3 O950 
Drawers, woolen,pairs 18000|Lemons, boxes....... 25 § 
Handkerchiefs....... 22000| Maizena, lbs.......... 2000 §& 
Mittens, pairs..... ..- 14200) Pickles, kegs......... 75 &§ 
Shirts, cotton, hospital 2684|Sugar, white, bbls.... 25 &§ 
Shirts, woolen......-. 19000|Spiees, lbs........05. , 125 
Slippers, pairs........ 30000) Tea, chests.........-. 5 
Socks, woolen, pairs.. 22000|Canned tomatoes, lbs. 24240 
Suspenders, pairs..... 1800|Tobacco, lbs........+6 5160 § 
Warn, lbS....ccecececse 95| Bay rum, bottles..... 672 § 
Cologne, bottles....... _120|Books, spelling, vols.. 3000 § 
Crutches, pairs....... 3000 Reading matter, boxes 25 § 
AMOS. 3 as oc15 eeceeee 1000|Penholders, doz...... 660 
Sponges, lbs.......-. 300)'Phread, lbs.......... 155 
Pin-cushions, needle- Needles, papers.....- 2500 
books, &c......+2-+ 16925) Pins, papers......06. 1200 
Soap, boxes.......+s- 7O\ Pencils, doz: es. aes. 3720 
Envelopes..... Seema DADOUU|E- ODS, d0Zas ccc ees o5i6 2400 


Bed-pans, combs, knives and forks, corn 
meal, jelly and preserves, mustard, sago, 
salt, tapioca, gin, buttons, lint, old linen, &c. 


PRESIDENT LINCOLN. 
It is meet that we add our humble testi- 
mony to the worth of our late Chief Magis- 
trate. | 


Vou 1. No. 37 74 


| grief rested upon all. 
i from the camp into the country, a soldier, 
i sitting alone, with drooping head, be- 
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Among the earliest acts of his adminis- 


| tration, was to approve with his signature, 
y as with his heart and influence, the U.S. 


Sanitary Commission. The Constitutional 
Commander of the Army of the United 
States, he was nevertheless its friend ; and 


4 as he called the people to arms in the spring 


of ’61, and felt the inadequacy of the Gov- 
ernment to meet all the wants of the sol- 
diers, and remembered his own, and the 


i peoples’ inexperience in war, he was glad to 
| give his moral and official support to an agency 
i that promised so much good to the country. 


Among the /astacts of his life was to visit the 


hospitals of City Point, and it is perhaps the 
| most pleasing reminiscence of their hospital 


life, that our soldiers can recall the circum- 


1 stances of his late visit. 


The convalescents from the wards were 


; ranged in files along the streets of the camp, 
f and he passed from man to man, saluting 
i each one with a friendly hand-shaking, and 
i giving to many, kindly words of cheer and 


sympathy. But he did not forget those 


i who, unable to leave their beds, could not 
# enjoy the pleasure of receiving him pub- 


licly, and retiring from the crowd, he passed 
through all the wards, stopping at bed after 


i bed, till every man had touched his hand, 


and the whole five thousand of the camp 
had been treated with his friendly saluta- 
tion. 

Imagine the gloom that fell upon these 
men on hearing the news of his terrible 
death. Every heart seemed touched not 
only with a solemn sadness, but a silent 
As we strolled away 


side a little stream, was, with apparent list- 
lessness whittling a stick, as we stopped 
in front of him and arrested his atten- 
tion by an ordinary remark. He looked 
up solemnly and said, ‘“ Bad news, sir— 
bad news! I was thinking, sir, that I never 
knew before how much I loved our Presi- 
dent. Lloved him, sir; the army loved him, 
and may God forgive the fiend who mur- 


ciel 
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der Be; him.” Such; is doutllioas the sentiment | 


of the whole army. 


The infamous and cruel hand of a con- 


i spirator and assassin has stricken down the 


in from the plantations and villages to Rich- f 


mond and other places, there is apparently 
tion of his name. 


Richmond the other day, when the news of 


“ Did you know that President Lincoln was | 
# measure, and our grief such as we feel una- 


dead ?”” when the answer came quickly, 4 }). to express. 


Among the contrabands too, who gather i beloved and honored head of the nation. 


The members of the United States Sani- 
tary Commission desire to relieve their own 


q hearts in adding their tribute to that of the 
a deep and impressive solemnity at the men- § 


whole people to the memory of the man and 


Two old people of this # the Chief Magistrate whom we have lost. 


neglected class were standing together in i Abraham ‘Lincoln, .ntere-thanereieiiaen Wen 


If it be possible for us to love and honor 


4 living, we do so now. 
the assassination came in, and one was § 


heard to use his name to the other thus:— § 


“ Oh, yes, but don’t call him President, call : 


him Father—he was Father Lincoln.” 
man has received a_ larger 
public confidence and affection, and it 


bolical deed in modern history, it is the 
saddest periol that we have ever known. 
President Lincoln’s great heart, full of ten- 
derness and forgiveness, was what endeared 
him to the people. Politicians differed as 
to his administration. Statesmen may have 


sometimes doubted his wisdom. Extremists I tothe close*ar hiseiiie aaianen personal. 


may have condemned him; but his honest, 


upright devotion to duty, his sympathy 
broad § 


1. anos 
eave ain place : lnterest 1n 1ts success 


with the sick and suffering, his 


philanthropy towards all, 


with the common people, and endeared him § respect, affection, and gratitude for our 


For his qualities as a § 


to the whole nation. 


We lose him when we need, more than 
ever, his wise head and true heart. Our 
loss is one which we cannot adequately 


The nation mourns as it has never inouhed 


i since the death of Washington, and the In- 


In the annals of American history no | augural of our twice-chosen’ President, of 


°, & 7 er : 
share of § which the echoes still linger on our ears, 


becomes a second Farewell Addréss, which 


s j will hold its place forever with the first in 
being the first time that an assassin has § 


so convulsed the nation by the most dia- § 


EE Ee ee elie ee OT 


the hearts of the American people. 
In common with various associations of 


our fellow-citizens, the Sanitary Commission 


mourns a true friend and faithful protector. 
His sagacity at once adopted the scheme of 
the Commission when it was first planned, 
and he gave it his official approval—an act 
of inestimable value to us, and, as we think, 
of the greatest benefit to the country. His 
protection and countenance were continued 


a visit to the great Central Fair held for the 


man, for his integrity as a ruler, for his be- § 
nevolence as the Great Emancipator, his § 


world. 


THE DEATH OF THE PRESIDENT. 


committee appointed on the 18th instant, to 
report a plan of action to be taken by the 
Commission in expressing its sense upon 
the occasion of the death of the President 
of the United States, presented the follow- 
ing Preamble and Resolutions, which were, 


Board :. 


benefit of the Commission in Philadelphia 
in June last is but one instance of his deep 


Desiring to record an expression of our 
friend, protector, and benefactor, we adopt 


the following Resolutions : 
Resolved, That the members of the United 


; | States Sanitary Commission honor, and will 
name and his memory will be honored by J ever honor aa cherish, the name ‘of Abra- 


the lovers of right and freedom in all the | ham’ Lincoln, the nation’s twice-chosen 


| President, as that of a true and unselfish 


; patriot, a wise and sagacious administrator 
OFFICIAL ACTION OF THE COMMISSION ON § 


of the Government, and a loving friend and 


# protector of the people, whose simplicity of 
Mr. H. Binney, Jr., on behalf of the § 


character, soundness of judgment, firmness 
of purpose, and undoubting faith in God, 
deserve and will be held in everlasting re- 
membrance. 

Resolved, That the United States Sani- 
tary Commission, called into existence under 


| the official approval of President Lincoln at 
on motion, unanimously adopted by the | 


the outbreak of the Rebellion, to supplement 
the military power of the nation by organ- 
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izing the intelligence and sympathy of the 
country in its behalf, hereby records its 


his death. 
He encouraged the Commission in its 


America,” and the following words which 
he then used will be recalled as the most 
valuable praise the Commission has ever 
received : : . 


trial. 


the confidence of the people, and I trust it’ | 


will be generously supported. There is no 


6A. LINCOLN.” 


he was called to his reward. Our earnest 
prayer and hope will be that his mantle may 
have fallen upon his successor. 


principal journals of the country. 


JOHNSON. 


Government’s countenance of their labors 
, under his presidency. The President avowed 
his deep sense of the usefulness of the U. 8. 
Sanitary Commission, and the obligations 
-of the Government to it for its long and 
faithful services; expressed his readiness 
to do all in his power to advance and sus- 


, tain its good work, and begged the delega- 
q tion to convey to each and every member of 
deep gratitude for the approval and aid } 
which he gave and continued to the hour of | 


The President and a delegation of the § AES : 
Board, consisting of the Treasurer, Mr. G. # POSes connected with the war, and cannot 
JT. Strong, Horace Binney, Jr., Hisq., and ©. § 
J. Stille, Esq., by permission called on Pre- | 
sident Johnson at 4 p.m., April 20, and § 
presented him the respects of the Board § ant in tH® care of soldi 
and their congratulations upon his accession § ies, ea Gry 
to the office of the chief magistracy. They 
conveyed to him their condolence on the § 
bereavement the country has sustained in § care of soldiers, there will be a demand upon 
the decease of the late lamented President, 7 jp, sympathy and support of the people; 
whose constant support and favor they had § Hn RV at Fee wae “RA oui wrt of 
experienced during the whole of his admin- } ae tee Hoi aia Ae PP 
istration, and asked the continuance of the } 


‘ long will they sustain the organization that 
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the Board his gratitude for their good will 


j toward himself and the administration, and 
j his warm expression of sympathy for their 
7 important labors. 


first appeal “to the Loyal Women of § 


After some general con- 
versation, leaving the most favoralle im- 


| pressions of the seriousness, good sense and 
| patriotic zeal of the President, the delega- 
f tion withdrew with profound satisfaction at 
q the interview. 

“The Sanitary Commissi6n is doing a | 
work of great humanity, and of direct prac- | 
tical value to the nation in this time of its § 
It is entitled to the gratitude and { 
i held at Washington, it was resolved that 
f the Bulletin and Reporter should be issued 
agency through which voluntary offerings § 


| but once a month for the future. Though 


of patriotism can be more effectively made. q this action will deprive our friends of a 


This great and good President has now i visit every fortnight, of their welcome mes- 


passed beyond the reach of our praise, but § 

we give thanks to God for the good example § 
- of one who, in his high office, never forgot § 
the sick and suffering soldier of the Union, § 
and we rejoice that he was permitted tosee | 
the dawn of the nation’s triumphs before § , 
| Will it wind up its affairs, make a final re- 
f port of its proceedings and disband, or con- 
: ) } | tinue its work ? 

Resolved, That the foregoing resolutions | 
be published in the Sanitary. Commission § 
Bulletin, the Sanitary Reporter, and the § almost every day, and while we cannot 
; answer them decisively, we will offer a few 

ne j thoughts which they suggest. 
VISIT OF THE COMMISSION TO PRESIDENT ; 


THE BULLETIN—A MONTHLY. 
At the late meeting of the Commission, 


sengers of tidings from the field, the wisdom 
of the arrangement will be admitted. 


THE CRISIS. 
What will the Commission do now? 


) ° e 
These are questions which come to us 


The Commission’s work is the people’s 
It commenged with the war for pur- 


cease legitimately till all those purposes 
shall be accomplished. 

Its proper work is to supplement the Go- 
So long 
as there are soldiers who need care, and so 
long as the Government needs aid in its 


the people are pledged to this service, so 


has so faithfully represented them till this 
time. 

The return of soldiers to the common re- 
lation ‘of citizenship again, will of necessity 
occasion some irregularity. 
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What is a soldier? 


orders—always the subject of military law 
and discipline. What he eats, and drinks, 


and wears, come to him through requisi- { 


tions, which are dictated, signed, endorsed, 
drawn, and distributed by others. 
he does in the way of duty, is done by orders 


orders. 
teristics of a good soldier. 


In becoming a citizen he is released from { 
the restraints of military rule. He eats,and § 
drinks, and wears according to his choice, 
what he buys with his own money—and : 


ai at: ape Piers lack fo a than that his self-sacrificing industry in the 
He thinks for himself, acts for himself, and § , ere at ba 
# service of the Commission, and his high 


i qualities asa Christian gentleman, have won 


But he is disabled—blind, or deaf,—has } for him the regard of all his co-workers in 


lost arms or legs—has/shot about his person, f the cause, whose good wishes will follow 


He went # jim into whatever field he may enter. 


into the battle a whole man, and has come § 
out of itadisabled man. Government gives } tho feeling of the Commission. 


him a pension for life; but it is not equal | unanimously adopted at the late meeting 


to his support; and if it was, the American | 
soldier is too independent and thrifty to.be | 


is himself again. 


or is somehow maimed for life. 


a lounger in the community, if there is any 
pursuing. 
ployment? 


Here is one question to be met. 


Employment. 


will the Government give him a support? 


If-not,’ the supplementary power,—the | 


good people, will. Here is another question 
to be met. 
considering it now. 


Resolved, That the President and Gene- 


eral Secretary be requested to prepare an 
address, to the Branches and Aid Societies, 
stating in substance, that although there is 


He is always under § 
| the present war, such termination, even if 
| immediate, would leave much to be done for 
| the relief of the national forces in garri- 
# sons, and before they could be safely dis- 
7 banded and the men re-established in the 
What § 
f asa general rule, require more aid from the 

i} Commission than forces in the field, because 
through’ generals," cblonols, | ceueane one | more readily accessible, and that said Socie- 


lieutenants, till they reach him; and no | ties should therefore, in the opinion of this 
matter what he may think, or how he may § Commission, ‘not abandon their work, but 


fecl, he is bound to act in obedience to : 


This is among the highest charac- 
7 gradually cease to be necessary. 
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reason to hope for the speedy termination of 


pursuits of civil life; that such garrisons, 


continue.the same, with additional activity, 
in view of the prospect that it may soon 


RESIGNATION OF DR. J. FOSTER JENKINS AS 
GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE COMMIS. 
SION. 


Of Dr. Jenkins we need say’ no more 


The following resolution is expressive of 
It was 


in Washington: | 
Resolved, That in accepting the resigna- 


f tion of Dr. J. Foster Jenkins, the General 
honest employment that he is capable of | 
| Commission desire to express their perfect 
Will the Government furnish him em- } mpl aihgal of his personal worth, and of 
| his integrity, truthfulness of character, and 
If not, the supplementary § devotion to the interests of the Commission. 
power,—the good will of the people, must. § 
The } 


Sanitary Commission has amticipated it by | elected General Secretary. 


the establishment already of a Bureau of 


Secretary of the Commission, the Sanitary 


Carried unanimously. 
Mr. John S. Blatchford was unanimously - 


- From the Soldier’s Journal. 


If he is disabled so that he cannot work, | WORKINGS OF THE U. 6: Ssuuany our 


MISSION AT CAMP PAROLE, VA. 


We have long desired to, give a brief his- 
tory of the workings of the Special Relief 


Avent of the U.S. Sanitary Commission at 


The Sanitary Commission is | P 
the data until now, and, even now, are com- 


this post; but have been unable to get at 


elled to omit much of interest in order to 
make thearticle suitable to our limited 
space, as well as from the reason that noregu- 


| Jar record of items not deemed important 


at the time has been kept. The present 
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agent, Miss Amy M. Bradley, has held the 
great Commission ever since the re-organi- 
zation of Convalescent Camp, Dec. 17, 1862. 
During all this time she has given the ut- 


most satisfaction to the various commanders 
of camp and hospital, and to the thousands 


daily and unceasing task to administer. Her 


sive, and in many cases, the most compli- 
cated class; and a glance at the imperfect 
record which we are enabled to present will 
strike with surprise even those familiar with 
the grand system of the Commission which 


case. .These figures show more the result | 
of the labor performed, than the amount of § 
To properly show the lat- § 
ter we would have to give the number of § 
letters written, the number of trips to Wash- § 
ington required, and many otheritems which | 


none but the most practiced statistic com- § 
piler would think of. All this required [ Average amount of money collected 
labor, however; and the exertions must have § 


been indeed indefatigable when we reflect § 


that she never had a clerk, or assistant, but | kept of the number assisted, though very 


did all the writing and traveling herself. ¥ many of the feeblest ones were accompa- 


Few have a correct idea of the amount ) nied to Washington, and their accounts 


of trouble and writing requisite to the | settled. ] 


prompt collection of a claim for back pay. ; Number of statements taken for ar- 
Men generally, having any considerable § 
amount of back pay due them, have been § 
absent from their regiments from sickness f Amount of money collected on these 
or wounds, for a long time, and frequently § 


are not properly accounted for on the rolls. § |. 7” 
1 distributed among the soldiers of Vonvales- 


the labor itself. 


All this time must be accounted for by ob- 


taining certificates from commanders of § 
companies and hospitals, which are carried jf 


personally to the proper departments, filed, 
and a certificate for the pay drawn. 


is the ordinary routine of collecting back § 
pay, and when erroneous charges of deser- § 
tion are made, the task is much more diffi- § 
cult and laborious. .The success with which § 


our Sanitary agent has attended to such 


cases, is shown by the figures presented ; § 
and in that branch alone, is a conclusive | 


argument in favor of the great utility and 


usefulness of the U. 8. Sanitary Commisson. § 


We do not know how many such agents 
represent the Commission, but if the labors 
of any of them equal those of the agent at 
this post, the good accomplished must be far 


beyond.what even the warmest friends of the | 


which has called them forth. 
! we must not now speak of the Sanitary 
of soldiers to whose wants it has been her } 


This § 
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i society believe. No society has ever approx- 
position of Special Relief Agent of this § 


imated itin goodness and usefulness. Itisthe 


4 growth of the most gigantic war known to 
# modern history, but the magnitude of its 


charities seem fully equal to the emergency 
However, 


Commission generally, but of one of its 


f agents. 
labors here have .been of the most exten- | 
# of the Special Relief Agent at this post, 
f from the re-organization of the Convales- 
@ cent Camp, Dec. 17,1862, to Feb. 28, 1865, 
| the time of the close of Rendezvous of Dis- 
# tribution. 

she represents, and others with incredulity § 
that so much work could be accomplished ; 
by asingle woman in a life-time, much less § Number of men received from Dee. 
in a little over two years, as has been the § 


The following briefly shows the workings 


CONVALESCENT CAMP. 


h 6:17, 1862, to Dec. 31, 1863, 60,984 
f Number discharged from Dec. 17, 
1862, to Dec. 31, 1863, 8,778 


Number assisted in settling their ac- 
counts (whose names, companies 
and regiments we find recorded in . 
her books) from May 1, 1863, to 
Dec. 31, 1863, 1,830 
on these cases, ($100 per man, ) $183,000 
[Prior to May 1, 1868, no record was 


rears of pay from Oct. 19, 1863, 
to Dec. 81, 1863, 93 


cases, $7,185 50 


The following is the amount of stores 


cent Camp and Hospital (numbering 60,934 
men) from Dec. 17, 1863, to Dec. 31, 18638: 


mM Bed Ticks......sccce5 79|Corn Starch, lbs..... 109 
Blankeétd iis ciel tes 60|Corn Meal, lbs........ 75 
Brashes, Hair........ 54| Dried Fruit, lbs...... 180 
Combs...:... flola ate steloie'e 1,109] Farina, lbs....-....-. 109 
AOI A V.GS ae sicie's mies 4| Jellies and Preserves, 

BH Head Rests.....seeee. SEAT Bere'sis <talte sieve. =19/0/e1 160 
Mattresses...... sees 1|/Lemons, boxes....... + 

| Mosquitoe Nettings,prs 1/Oranges, boxes....... oA 

Be PUTOWS <5 cc one oe esi 84| Pickles, gals.......... 14 

B Pillow Cases......... 337|Porter, bbls......+.+8. 1 

me CYUMLESs ctocicleniem ya els ocsne 165|Potatoes, bbls........ 1 
SHECtS os, secs s celsivs 190|Rum, bottles......... 9 

§ Spittoons......ecee-e 12|Syrup, bottles....... 6 
TOWOlS Faces ¢- aulelalsvate 10,592|Tamarinds, gals...... 6 

Be Tite CWDS. tere gers acto eee 12|'Tobacco, 1bs......s.- xy 

A) Tin’ Basing. os siews)s' 6| Vinegar, Raspberry, 

A Thread, 1bS....2...e0. 1634] bottles........---+- 28 

SP GCOALEs eitita wales euisip. od 135 | Wine Foreign, bottles. 12 
DTA WOU cis ae Sictic ae (ebrys 1,476) Wine Domestic, bottles sf 
Bye ShadeS.......-..- 159|Whisky, bottles...... 2 

1 Handkerchiefs........ 13,171) Aleohol, bottles....... 1 
Hats and Caps.......- 6| Bay Rum, bottles..... 31 
Mittens, Prs...c.edees §75|Cologne, bottles...... 18 

1 Neckties...0.. ..cosee 107| Bandages, bbls....... 1M 








Parte cg alate ee > 31 149) Booker vVolssscueeceve's 137 
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SHS ois «cso: sans ok 4,892, Crutches, prs....... A 36 


BUppers. 2. ccc eee l eee. LOD| Bane ie ike ces oem een 200 
BOGKS S's. os these pte 1,950| Flannel Bandages.... 7 
Suspenders, prs...... 6) Hops, “bD1S sik weses ee My 
WVIOBUB os oemieec tae secs LG] |\Magaziness .... vo0 ce. 675 
WPA DDOFES Joisee ence pros 24|Needlos, papers....... 120 ff 
Apples Green, bbls... 1|Oid Linen, bbls....... a6 oN 
oy Driony ai 36\(Pins, (PApPESLssieee eines 12 &§ 
Beef Stock, &c., lbs... 16| Pin-cushions and Nee- : 
Brandy, bottles...... (67 “dle” BoOKS.2.c cee. ore 470 § 
Condensed Milk, lbs.. 6| Reading Matter, boxes 1 & 
Cocoa, IbSsr sec ecs ssp 18 (Soap, WeakOs-yvncnteiets 40 § 
Crackers, lbs......... 750|Note Paper, reams.... 5744 § 
Envelopes tsicmie siete 30,700} Pens and Holders..... 24 4% 


The Sanitary Agent also established a | 
hospital of her own upon her arrival at the | 


camp, which then consisted of tents and 
huts, and continued it from Dec. 23, 1862, 


until April 1, 1863, by which time the bar- § 
racks were completed, when the patients { 


were removed to them. 


The mention of the above hospital were 
not properly complete without publishing a } 


verbatim copy of the letter of Surgeon 


Hunt, then Surgeon in charge, to the Chief 
} vision of the Rendezvous, who had no op- 


Special Relief Agent at Washington : 


ConvALESOENT Camp, VA., 
June 1, 1863. 


To Mr. Frep. N. Knapp, 


Special Relief Agent U. S Sanitary Commission. 


In reply to the suggestion that I would 


state my opinion of the services rendered in 


thi by Mi | 
1g camp by’ Miss Amy MM. a oe oF f ruary, 1864, the agent was confined to her 


| bed by a serious: illness, and no work was 


your Commission, I take pleasure in say- 
ing that since I reported for duty here in 
January last, Miss Bradley has been ac- 
tively and unobtrusively useful. Asa mat- 
ter of negative merit, she has never inter- 
fered with duties belonging to others. Post- 


tively, she has been of great service in at : : 
: ington, where they were assisted by Mr. W.. 


first maintaining a neat and comfortable 
tent hospital ; and since the erection of the 
permanent hospital, in caring for the inter- 
ests of discharged; oldiers, many of whom 


would have been subjected to serious hard- | 


ships on leaving this camp, had it not been 


for her business tact and judicious friendly | ‘ : 
In yarious other ways she has been | Amount of monies received from 
of great usé to the soldiers, and I shall be 


gratified to have her remain in her present 


care. 


position. SAnForD B. Hunt, 
Surgeon U.S. V., in charge. 
Approved, Samw’L MoKenvy, 


Lieut. Col. Commanding. 





RENDEZVOUS OF DISTRIBUTION. 


Number of men received from Feb. 

8, 1864, to Feb. 8, 1865, 108,288 
Nu uber of men received at Augur 

Hospital, 

Among these were distributed the fol- 
lo ving articles by the Sanitary Agent: 


| orderly detailed for that purpose. 


i Amounts received and fowarded 


9,322 persistently followed from the commence- 
# ment of her labor to the present time. They 


# are as follows: 








Bed Ticks .§ is iat 'siclsiate 100); Corn Starch, lbs....... 74 
COM DS oe oc apse cin ele .-.. 4,184! Dried Fruit, lbs....... 10 
PilloWS Nets ae ieeiatete ste 92) Farina, lbs........ dies 12 
4 Pillow. Cases......... 436| Jellies and Preserves, 
Sheets... cs. -- eee so DOOP PJREE cs cee oo cgee ee ‘ 85 
Towels......eseeceeee 9,631) Lemons, POKES... eee 1% 
Thread. PS..caeier seine 59| Oranges, boxes....... 33% 
*OOatB cre: steia ntetatels eels 303|Tobacco, lbs.....-.-6. 20 
DIaWeTs. «esa sesieeipiaeiele 486|Tomatoes, lbs.....22.- 72 
Handkerchiefs....... 13,171) Wine Domestic, bots.. 45 
Hats and Caps........ 36| Whisky, bottles...... 30 
Mittens: cit wuetemiariees . 3,760|Bay Rum, bottles..... 42 
Pants. Sscs soem acetate 272|Cologne, bottles...... 30 
Shirts..sisakies emisieeenes 1,170| Bandages, bbls....... 1 
Suspenders, prs....... , 24] Books, vols.........- 13 
Shoes; prscicuns weer 96|Needles, papers..... . 390 
Slippers, ree. swiss 300|Pins, papers...... Prec eey Se 
§, Socks; ~ prssacnisscers se 1,373] Old Linen, bbis...... is 3 
B Vests: Heehie eae 203|Pin-eushions and Nee- 
 -Wrappers.c piciscwetie 36] dle Books...... gob el GOO 
Apples Dried, bbls... 3¢\Soap, cakes..... Sas ere vO)" 
Brandy, bottles...... 3 LUDEactsaamasteeics See 
Brandy BI’kb’ry, bots 66|Envelopes......... eae 22,300 
Canned Meats, lbs.... 174|Note Paper, reams.... 844 
Canned Fruit, lbs..... 81\Pencils, <asee) aca dieters 1,804 
Canned Vegetables, lbs 60|Pen Holders......--. 294 
Crackers, lbs......... 60) Pens 2aiks sates eae % 2e9l2 


* The coats, pants, vests, shoes, hats, caps, 
drawers, shirts and socks were mostly dis- 
tributed amongst the men in Deserter’s Di- 


portunity of drawing these articles from 
government. 


4 Number of statements taken for ' 


arrears of pay, ending Dec. 

31, 1864, oie. 
Amount collected, $11,089 13 

(During the months of January and Feb- 


done other than distributing clothing by an 
During 
these two months 750 men were discharged 
the service, and were sent in ambulances 
to the Sanitary Lodge, 389 H street, Wash- 


K. Neal, of the Commission, in settling their 


; accounts. | 
| No.of statements taken for ar- 


rears of pay for the months of 
January and February, 1865, 86 
Amount collected, $8,677 48 


soldiersand delivered toJ. B. 
Abbott, Chief Ass’t Special 
Relief Dep’t, to be forwarded 
to their friends, during the 
two years ending Dee. dl, 
1864, $4,146 50 

during the months of Janu- 

ary and February, 1865, $779 00 

The plan and system of her work was 
organized under ten heads, which she has 
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1. Distributing clothing among the 
needy. 

2. Procuring dainties for the sick, and 
administering to their comfort by furnish- 
ing gruel, stimulants, ete. 


3. Accompanying discharged ‘soldiers to § 
| Their better organization than ever before, 
i the improved degree of preparation of the 
1 Medical Department, and the comparatively 
and writing letters for the sick in hospital. § 

5. Receiving and forwarding money for | 
This done § 
f saw the surgeon in charge of the Depot 


Washington, and assisting them in obtain- 
ing their pay, etc. d 
4. Distributing note paper and envelopes, 


soldiers to their friends at home. 
by draft without cost to the soldier. 


6. Answering letters of Inquiry to Hos- | 
f spent an hour with him. 


pital Directory. 


7. Obtaining certificates for arrears of 
pay ‘for soldiers, and getting erroneous | 
I hospital of 2,500 beds, to Burkesville, al- 


charges of desertion removed. 


8. Distributing reading matter, such as } 
newspapers and periodicals throughout the | 
, hospital had sent up 26 surgeons, and was 


camp. 


9. Telegraphing to the friends of soldiers § 
f upon. The hospital accommodation at City 
! Point is 15,000 beds, and there are in hos- 


very ill in hospital. 
10. Furnishing meals to feeble soldiers 


in barracks, who could not eat the fo.d pre- § 
f friend of the Commission, and thinks that 


pared for stronger ones. 


During the summer of 1864, the agent § 
had charge of the low diet of Augur Hospi- | 
tal, and much of her attention was given } 
to the sick. In September she received a || the same building with the Medical Pur- 
furlough, and visited her home in Maine, | 
as usual not a showy one. 


i rebels. 


being the only respite she has had from her 
labors for three years. 


The above, as we have already stated, § 
briefly show the work doné by a single agent § 
They | 
seem like mere dry facts and statistics; but B 
| The performance of our proper work at and 


of the U.S. Sanitary Commission. 


they will live as long as goodness and in- 


dustry are honored, and will always form a | 
- bright record to a life that has been given 4 ble. 
almost wholly to the benefit of the soldier. } 
f turned last night, and is on the way with 
EXTRACTS FROM LETTER BY DR.J. FOSTER | ™° DOW to Washington. He 
# work as having been very. well done at 


; Wilmington. 


JENKINS, GENERAL SECRETARY. 
, _ James River, Apri 10, 1865. 


To the Standing Committee of the U. S. | y expect to be in Washington at 10 a-M. 


7 to-morrow—Tuesday. 

GENTLEMEN—I am on my return to j 
Washington, from a visit to City Point. I | 
reached that station at 1 p.m. yesterday, | 
and have given our work thence westerly, } 
as thorough scrutiny as could be accom- § 
plished by interrogation of our officers and § 
others possessing opportunities of observing # P®Per= 
You will be glad to hear that our sup- | 
plies are, and have been, abundant from the | 
beginning of the late active movements. No j 


Sanitary Commission: 


Sih 
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embarrassment has been felt from this cause. 
There is, of essential articles, a good supply 
now on hand, and the goods about to arrive 
will make the stock complete probably for 
all this month. 

The number of our agents is ample. 


moderate number of wounded in the recent 
engagements, render the present force sufli- 
cient to do what falls to our hands to"do. I 


Hospitals, near City Point yesterday, and 
His resources 
seemed to be very large. He had de- 
spatched, the day before, the material for a 


though there was a probability of finding 
not more than 1,000 patients, and with the 


ready to repeat the consignment, if called 


pital only 6,000. He seems to be® genuine 
it is doing its work well. He accepts its 
services gratefully where they are necessary. 

We have a storehouse at Richmond, in 


vyeyor, and are doing a solid work, though 
The sick are all 
At Petersburg we also have a 
strong force for the necessity, which is not 
urgent. In the field we are strong, and 
Johnson at Burkesville asks that no more 
stores be sent until further call from him. 


about Richmond is successful and credita- 
Mr. Knapp, who had gone with Dr. 
McDonald on Thursday to Richmond, re- 


He reports our 


He left there on the 4th inst. 
We are just at Fortress Monroe, 4 P.M. 


Respectfully yours, 
J. FosTER JENKINS. 


> THE COMMISSIONS. 
We elip the following from a Buffalo 


Tar SantraRy Commisston.—Mrs. 
Horatio Seymour has just received the fol- 
lowing telegram from Dr. Jenkins, the 
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General Secretary of the U. 8. Sanitary 


Commission: 
“ Wasuineton, Apri 7, 1865. 


‘¢ Agents and supplies had been placed at 
the disposal of our Inspector at City Point, § Service, they have established schools for 
anticipating the movement of the armies. | 
Our wagons entered Richmond and Peters- § 
burg with the hospital trains of our military § : Ai ee 

We have most ample supply of § others with but very limited knowledge. 
men and material at Richmond, City Point # +4 ; ‘ : 
1 of instruction, and with the most satisfactory 


These supplies are being con- ; results. They have also furnished books for 
stantly reinforced. Every report trade to } ‘‘ the contraband schools,” as they are called, 


us indicates that our work is being fully ; which are connected with the contraband 


j camp and are objects of unusual interest. 


forces. 


and Petersburg, and with the army in pur- 
suit of Lee. 


and efficiently carried on. 
“J. Foster JENKINS.” , 


part of our military organization. 


well. 


anticipate the wants of our soldiers. 


special appeal when an emergency arises. — 


AN APPEAL FROM THE CHRISTIAN Com- 


ceived yesterday. 
of the Christian Commission in this city 
send to-day $3,000. Will not our churches 
and communities in the city and country 
respond nobly to this last appeal? 
“PHILADELPHIA, April 3, 1865. 
“Rev. S. Hunt, Srcrerary:—The 


—minute men starting by every train— 
Treasury empty. New York and Boston 


not yours do likewise ? 
we draw on you? 
Minutes are lives to-day. 

‘“Qro. H. Stuart, Chairman.” 


For how much may 





EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM CITY POINT. | 


April 14, 1865. 


The Sanitary Commission at City Point § 
I find § 


is still the Sanitary Commission. 
the agents at work with earnestness and 
devotion. The hospitals are not crowded, 
as they have sometimes been, but they are 
well keptand the men are cheerful. Our dis- 
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tributors are known every where, and treat- 


4 ed with respect and consideration. 


Besides many goods things that they have 
done in the ordinary line of their legitimate 


soldiers, which have been very successful. 
Many of our men have come into the ser- 
vice without the knowledge of letters, and 


The Commission has been engaged in the work 


The work among refugees is also consid- 


The aboveshows thatthe Sanitary Com- f erable. Last evening there were housed 


e (a4 PS e e . 
Aa milies of wo- 
mission work is now so thoroughly syste- | ‘" = OU" old barge” several familie 


matjzed that it may almost be regarded asa f ™°? and children who were seeking friends 


: OUT Sonie raf eh ‘ ntelligent peopleiened 
be highly gratifying to the generous people | S°™e 9 them were intelligen peop es an 
who made this Society the almoners of their | excited much interest; others, equally deser- 


bounty, to know that the work is done so | ving of sympathy and care, were not so well 


The constant and regular offerings | trained and educated, but as appreciative of 


of the people have placed this Society upon y attention ang Kindness: 
so satisfactory a basis that it is, now able to § 


Con- | ‘ 
tinued generosity on the part of its patrons : ae much solid cee peut ' lees 
will enable it to maintain this desirable po- f ville station 18 supplied by our train, an 


sition, without the necessity of making any { active agencies are established there. 


and freedom among Northern Unionists. 


At Petersburg and Richmond the work 
is under way. Homes are being established 


The flag of the Commission waves where 


| the flag of our country is, and where our 


i soldiers are, there are our stores and agents. 
miss1on.—The following dispatch was re- § 


In response, the Branch ¥ tinue their organizations and their efforts. 


| Troops are coming in from the North by 
i the transport load, and tens of thousands’ 
| of rebels, wounded and sick, are depen- 
| dent and thrown upon, the care of Gov- 
i ernment, and swelling the list of those who 


: | claim the benefactions of our people. 
battle is raging—our delegates in.the field § 


It is to be hoped that our people will con- 


We go to Richmond to-morrow, and will 


| write youfrom there. [hope to obtainakn ow- 
m ff ledge of its true situation, of which I will 
merchants moving to-day on’Change. Will § advise you. We shall also visit Petersburg 


: | and other important points along the line. 
Telegraph immediately. } | 


J. PARRISH 


| IN AID OF THE CHICAGO FAIR TO BE HELD 


MAY 30TH. 
Women’s Penn. Braneu, April 17, 1865. 
It has been suggested to the Philadelphia 
Committee in aid of the Chicago Fair, by 
one of the country auxiliary societies of this 
State, that these associates of the Sanitary 


! Commission would be stimulated to aid the 


Fair if some slight premium were offered to 
encourage exertion. 





We therefore propose to give to every so- 


ciety sending articles or money amounting ¥ 
to one hundred dollars ($100), the elegant | 


bronze medal commemorative of the Chi- 
cago Fair, now being struck at the mint. 


To the society in each county sending the | 
largest contribution beyond the above sum, | 
an American flag will be given in size and | 
value proportionate to the amount contribu- | 


ted. 

- Boxes can be directed to the rooms of the 
U. S. Sanitary Commission, 1807 Chestnut 
street, marked ‘“ Vor the Chicago Fair.” 


In all cases an invoice marked at the | 
selling prices must accompany each pack- | 


age. All communications on the subject 
can be addressed to 
Mrs. Tuomas P. JAMES, 
President, 
Or’ + 400 8. 9th street, Phila. © 
Miss ANNA P. STEVENSON, 
' Secretary and Treasurer, 
1006 Clinton. street. 


PETROLEUM FOR THE SANITARY. | 
New York, April 8, 1865. 


“To THE Rev. Dr. BELLOWS: 


President of U. S. Sanitary Commission. 
Dear Sir :—For the purpose of answer- 
ing the great number of inquiries made 


randi’”’ of obtaining Petroleum, we have 


oil well, with engine, derrick, tank, drills, 


and indeed all the accompaniments com- § 
plete, a counterpart of which was contri- | F : 
"buted by our office to the National Celebra- | percentage of its flow, into the wounds of 


tion of March 6, and now on exhibition | 


at No. 518 West 22nd street, near Tenth 
avenue, between the hours of one and four, 


their families, to the ‘Oil Well” profitable. 


We have issued tickets of admission at § 
25 cents each, obtainable at our office, and § 
beg your acceptance of the proceeds for the | 
benefit of the “ Sanitary Commission ;”’ an § 
association, that by its noble care of our § 


sick and suffering soldiers, has earned the i will only go and take their offspring tacit 


I sce how those fortunes are made, | cannot 


gratitude of every Union man. 
Sincerely congratulating you upon our 
recent glorious victories, 


We remain, Sir, yours very respectfully, 4 


W. W. CuarKke & Co. 


New Yorx, April 12, 1865. 
W. W. CrarKkE & Co.: 
GENTLEMEN—I accept very gratefully 
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ALTT 
on behalf of the U.S. Sanitary Commis- 
sion, your humane agd patriotic offer, to 
turn over to our treasury the proceeds of 


i the exhibition of your model of an Oil Well 


and all its accompaniments, complete. 

We have ‘struck ile” in a good mang 
places without “boring” the pubhe over- 
much. The domain from which our oil has 
flowed, the national sympathy and gratitude, 


j has not proved a very rocky soil, and our 
# machinery has been comparatively cheap 
# and simple. 
not ‘a hundred feet in height and 1,600 
| barrels daily,” as high as the wounds and 


Yet the wells have thrown, if? 


sorrows of our stricken soldiers, and some- 


H times at the rate of 1,600 boxes (a much 
| more astonishing feat) per month. 


They threw in one week 700 tons of stores 


i into Fredericksburg, $70,000 of stores into 
| Gettysburg in four weeks, and have thus 


far furnished the army and navy with about 


f ten millions of dollars worth of extra com- 


fort. They are throwing this minute into 
Richmond, City Point, Newbern, Wilming- 
ton, Goldsboro’, the Shenandoah, Nashville, 


| Knoxville, New Orleans, and fifty other 


stations, whatever the knowledge and hu- 
manity of our medical corps ask from us, 


i and there is no immediate prospect that the 

K ft ee e . 

daily at our office, as to the “‘ modus ope- § “Oil will give out. 
7 : PH found it necessary to “bull” our stock, nor 


thought it worth while to cause to be con- | force it on the market. 


structed a full sized working model of an | 


We have not recently 


Sober purchasers 
seem to understand its value, and invest 
without noise. 

Meanwhile we rejoice that Petroleum 
wishes to sanctify@itself by pouring some 


our noble army of martyrs. It has made 


I fortunes, lighted cottages and cities, cooked 


dinners and run steamships, lubricated mills 


p.m. To the majority of men the subject j and trains, contended with mining stocks, 


is of sufficient interest to render a visit, with | 


cotton and railroad shares in city roads, for 
the mastery on the exchange. It now offers 
itself as a medicine for army wounds and 
hospital gangrene. We shall be glad to try 
it. May your oil well go into immediate 
and most popular operation. 

If all who have invested in Oil Stocks 
and expect to leave fortunes to their children, 


doubt that your receipts and ours will be 


| sufficient to reward your utmost expecta- 
| tions, and to meet our largest requirements. 


With grateful respect, 
I remain, gentlemen, yours, truly, 


Henry W. BELLows, 
President. 
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Soldiers’ Lodge, Alexandria, ‘Va. 


Lean of Columbia, 81: Michigan, 1: New York, 9: Peni 








sylvania, 107: Wisconsin, 2: U.S. Regulars, 2: Soldiers, 152: Relatives of Soldiers, 7. Whole num- 


ber, 159. Lodgings, B44; Meals, 1 036. 


(Included i in above totals.) 








THE WORK OF NINETEEN HOMES. 
The above table presents the statistics of 


the Special Relief work done in nineteen 
Homes, Lodges, or Rests of the United 
States Sanitary Commission, situated in six- 
teen different places, during the month of 
March. 

The returns from the Homes at Annapo- 
lis and Cincinnati, the Lodge at Harrisburg, 
and Lodge No. 5 at Washington, have not 
been received at this office in time for inser- 
tion ; so that the table does not fully set forth 





the work of the Commission in this direction. 


36,577 soldiers, from thirty-four states, 
have been cared for free of charge ; 266 re- 
latives of soldiers, as a general rule nursing 
their sons or husbands sick in hospital, have 
found food and lodging ; while 586 refugees, 
fleeing from their homes to escape the bar- 
barity of their Southern friends, have found 
a home among strangers. The total number 
of persons entertained is 37,429. To these 
38,144 nights lodgings and 149,801 meals 


have been given. 
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It is not easy for the mind to realize all 
that is meant by these figures. Thirty-eight 
thousand men isa very respectable corps; 
many of the armies which have fought and 
won splendid battles, have not greatly ex- 
ceeded this number.. And it must be re- 
membered that this relief has come to 
men who needed it—at the right time, in 
the right place, and in the right way. 


RELATION OF SANITARY COMMISSION TO 
REBEL CIVILIANS, 


Extract from minutes of Board, Wash- 
ington, April 27, 1865. 

Resolved, That the rendering of aid and 
the issuing of supplies to the inhabitants of 


rebel towns and cities when occupied by 
the National Army, is no part of the legiti- 
mate work of the Commission, and that 
such relief is to be extended only to loyal 
citizens, or to such as shall have taken the 
oath of allegiance to the United States, and 
then in cases of absolute necessity or for the 
preservation of life, during such short period 
as may elapse betwen the occupation of 
such town or city.and the establishment of 
the Government system of supply, and only 
when such relief can be extended without 
prejudice to the N ational Army hospitals. 





List or SpectAL RELIEF STATIONS.— 
We call the attention of Special Relief 
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Agents, to the new list of “ Soldiers 
Homes and Lodges,” and “Special Relief 
Officers,’ page 1182, for the purpose of 
having them forward to this office notifica- 
tions of such facts as will keep the list up 
to the times. 


THE SANITARY COMMISSION. 

The eventful week in the experience of 
the armies of the James and the Potomac 
has found the Sanitary Commission prepared 
for its proper work. For a month past 
agents and supplies have been quietly but 
steadily accumulating at convenient points, 
in ancicipation of the movement that has 
resulted so gloriously to our arms. The 
wagon trains of the Commission entered both 
Richmond and Petersburg in company with 
our victorious troops, and advices are re- 
ceived that the section of the army now in 

pursuit of Lee is fully attended by both 
relief agents and supplies. Over one hun- 
dred experienced and well trained men are 
now at work in this department ; and when 
we consider that this organized band had 
its disposal on the 4th instant a supply of 
stores ‘‘ sufficient to meet all necessary de- 
mands,” and that such supply ‘has been 
since increased by the etic City Point 
of two schooners loaded with the proper 
material, it will readily appear that the well 
earned reputation of the Sanitary Commis- 
sion for timely preparation and efficiency 
in the field is being now fully justified. — 
Washington Chronicle. 


ACCOUNT OF ‘‘ LITTLE ACORN FAIR,” YIELD- 
ING $4,000. 


In compliance with your request that I 
should furnish you with some particulars of 
the Fair of “‘ The Little Acorns,”’ I proceed 
to do so as briefly as possible. The project 
was started “in aid of the Sanitary,”’ by six 
little girls, all under eleven years of age. 
These children evinced so much energy and 
perseverance that their older friends be- 
came interested, and came to their aid with 
liberality and kindness. A few of the 
Cuban merchants in Havana and Matanzas 
responded handsomely to/the appeal made 
to them for money, &c. 

After two months of industry the chil- 
dren’s Fair was held in the last week in 
June, and lasted three days. ‘The Little 
Acorns” were suctessful beyond their 
hopes, being able to feel that they had 
cleared $5,000 for the Sanitary, $4,000 of 
which was immediately paid over to the 


Ladies’ gilts) Committee of Portland, 
and $80 subsequently. 

The residue of the amount raised by their 
efforts was retained by one of the ladies of 
the Advisory Committee, and by her dis- 
tributed to other objects in the city. Hoping 
that these facts may be what you required, 

I remain, very respectfully yours, 
Mary NEAL SHERWOOD. 
Portland, January, 1865. 


METHODIST EPISCOPAL CONFERENCES. 


Rey. Andrew Cather, one of our agents, 
has just returned from Visiting the Provi- 
dence, New England, Troy, and New York 
Conferences of the Methodist Hpiscopal 
Church, lately holding their annual sessions. 
At each one of them he was very kindly re- 
ceived, and his representations of the six 
principal departments of the Sanitary Com- 
mission’s work were heard with marked at- 
tention. Hach one of the Conferences passed 
resolutions commending the Commission to 
the liberality of the people, and expressing 
their purpose to co-operate with it in its 
noble efforts. 
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PROTECTIVE 


OF THE 


U. S. SANITARY COMMISSION. 
Office: No. 1807 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


All the papers and correspondence required | 


to procure Pensions, Bounty and Back Pay, and 


Prize Money for discharged soldiers and sailors, § 
and for the relatives of soldiers and sailors dying | 
in the service of the United States, prepared and } 
forwarded, and the proceeds of all claims, when § 
collected, remitted to the parties entitled, free of § 


charge. 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 
WILLIAM M. TILGHMAN, Chairman. 


Horace Binney, Jr., Rosert M. Lewis, 
ALEXANDER Brown, Grorce M. Conarroz, 
Hon. J. I. Crank Haru, Cuaries J. Sriuxé, 
Witi1Am WELSH, GrorcGe D. Parrise, 
WitiiaM L. Rea, H. Lenox Hones, M.D., 
GrorGE TROTT, ATHERTON BLIGHT. 


H. Lenox Hopes, M.D., Hxamining Surgeon. 
Epwarp A. Smita M.D., Assistant Surgeon. 
W.N. Asuman, Solicitor. 

Jas. W. Hazuenorst, Assistant Solicitor. 


PROTECTIVE 


War-Claim Association| 


OF THE 
U. S. SANITARY COMMISSION. 


* 
OFFICE, 35 CHAMBERS STREET, 


NEW YORK. 
PRESIDENT. 
Linvut.-Gun. WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Vick-PRESIDENTS. 

Hon. Hamitton Fisk, Apmirat Dupont, 

Joun J. Cisco, Esg., - Rup. A. WitrHaus, Ese 

'  TREASURER.—RoseErT B. Minturn, Esa. . 

DIRECTORS. 

Hons. HE. D. Mor@an, 
GEoRGE OPDYKE, 
Hiram Barney, 
Jas W. BEEKMAN, 

H. W. Beuiows, D.D., 

Joun Jacos ASTOR, DanieL Lorp, 

JamMEs Brown, Wixson G. Hunt, 

Wituiam H. Aspinwa.t,|Rosert L. Stuart, 

JAMES GALLATIN, ALFRED PELL. 


Apply in person or by letter, to 
_  - HENRY GREENFIELD, Secretary, 
35 CoamBers Street, New York. 
OBJECTS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 
Ast. To secure the soldiers and sailors and their 


Howarp Porter, 
Wiiu1aM E. Donpes, jr., 
THEODORE ROOSEVELT, 
Prerer Coopmr, 
GEORGE BANCROFT, 


families, any claims for pensions, pay, or bounty, by return of mail; if in person, it will be answered 


# at once; or if by telegraph, an answer will be re- 


etc., without cost to the claimant. 

2d. To protect soldiers or sailors and their famities 
from imposture and fraud. — 

3d. To prevent false claims from being made 
against the Government. 


4th. To give gratuitous advice and information to 
soldiers and sailors or their families needing it. 
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| Henry W. Bellows, D.D. 


Wm.H.VanBuren,M.D. Wolcott Gibbs, M.D. 
1 ©. R. Agnew, M.D. 
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War Claim avd Lension Agency | 


# Was constituted by the Secretary of War in June, 


1861, in accordance with the recommendation of 


f the Surgeon-General of the United States Army, 
/ and its appointment and plan of organization were 
j approved by the President of the United States. 
Its present organization is as follows: 


H. W. Bellows, D.D., New York. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Washington, D. C, 
F. L. Olmsted, California. 

George T. Strong, Esq., New York. 
Elisha Harris, M.D., New York. 

W.H. Van Buren, M.D., New York. 
Wolcott Gibbs, M.D., Cambridge, Mass. 
S. G. Howe, M.D., Boston, Mass. 

OC. R. Agnew, M.D., New York. 

J. S. Newberry, M.D., Cleveland, Ohio. 
Rt. Rev. T. M. Clark, Providence, R. I. 
Hon. R. W. Burnett, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Hon. Mark Skinner, Chicago, Il. 

Hon. Joseph Holt, Washington, D.C. 
Horace Binney, jr., Philadelphia, Penna. 
Rev. J. H. Heywood, Louisville, Ky. 

J. Huntington Wolcott, Boston, Mass. 
Charles J. Stille, Philadelphia, Penna. 
Ezra B. McCagg, Chicago, II. 


OFFICERS. 


H. W. Bellows, D.D., President. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Vice-President. 
George T. Strong, Treasurer. 

J. Foster Jenkins, M.D., General Secretary. 
J.S. Newberry, M.D., Associate Secretary. 


: STANDING COMMITTER., 

George T. Strong. 
Charles J. Stillé. 
HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 


The Sanitary Commission has made arrange- 


# ments for supplying information gratuitously, 


with regard to patients in all the United States 


| General Hospitals. 


For information relative to patients in the Hos- 


j pitals in NewYork, New Jersey, the New England 

} States, Hastern Virginia, Maryland, District of Co- 

fj lumbia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Florida 

; and Louisiana, address “ Office of Sanitary Com- 
mission, Washington, D. C.” 


For. the Hospitals in Pennsylvania, address 


i ‘Office of Sanitary Commission, No. 1307 Chest- 


nut Street, Philadelphia.” 
For the Hospitals in Western Virginia, Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, Iowa, Kentucky, Ten- 


f nessee, Mississippi, and Arkansas, address “ Office 


Sanitary Commission, Louisville, Ky.” 
In all cases the name, rank, company, and regi- 


7 ment of the person inquired for should be given, 
4 and where he was when last heard from. 


If the 
application is by letter, the answer will be sent 


turned immediately at the inquirer’s expense. 
pesSoldiers’ Aid Societies, clergymen, editors, 
and others, can scarcely serve the cause of hu- 
manity more effectually than by frequently and 
widely disseminating a knowledge of the above, 
among those who have friends in the army. 
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SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 


The Sanitary Commission, under special au- 
thority of the President of the United States, 
maintains an extensive system of agencies for 


securing the safe conveyance to, and distribution § 


of, goods put in its charge for the sick and 
wounded at points where they are most wanted. 


It operates with equal care and generosity at all | 


points—at New Orleans and at Washington, 
before Charleston and at Chattanooga—its dis- 
tributions being governed by a comparison of the 
wants of the patients in all cases. The following 
is a list of depots, to which auxiliary societies 
and all disposed to aid the sick and wounded, 


without reference to States or localities, but sim- | 
ply to their relative necessity for assistance, are | 


invited to send their offerings: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST. 
CENTRAL DEPOTS OF COLLECTION. 
U.S. San. Com., No. 18 West St., Boston, Mass. 


U.S. San. Com., Nos. 10 & 11 Cooper Union, § 


New York. 
U.S. San. Com., State House, New Haven,Conn. 
U.S. San. Com., 1307 Chestnut St., Philada. 


DEPOTS OF DISTRIBUTION. 


S. San. Com., 244 F St., Washington, D.C. 

S. San. Com. Camp Distribution, Va. 

S. San. Com., 46 Sharp St., Baltimore, Md. 

S, Sanitary Commission, Harper’s Ferry, Va. 

S. Sanitary Commission, Annapolis, Md. 

S. Sanitary Commission, Camp Parole, Md. 

S. Sanitary Commission, Norfolk, Va. 

S. Sanitary Commission, City Point, Va. 

. 8. Sanitary Commission, Newberne, N.C. 

. 8. Sanitary Commission, Beaufort, S. C. 

. S. Sanitary Commission, New Orleans, La 
Temporary Depots for distribution are estab- 

lished from time to time as necessities of the 

service require. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST. 
CENTRAL DEPOTS OF COLLECTION. 


ddddaddcdacac 


Cincinnati, O. 

U. 8. San. Com. Na: 95 Bank St., Cleveland, O. 
U.S. San. Com., No. 66 Madison St. , Chicago, 
Ill. F 

U.S. San. Com., No. 2 Adam’s Block, Buffalo, 
Nu¥¢ 

U. 8. San. Com., No. 59 Fourth St., Pittsburgh, 
Penna. 

U.S. San. Com., No. 32 Larned ey Detroit, 
Mich. 

U. S. San. Com., Columbus, O, 

U. S. San. Com., Fifth St., Louisville, Ky. 

The Commission receives no pecuniary aid 
whatever from the Government, and is wholly 
dependent on the voluntary contributions of the 
public for the means of sustaining its operations. 
Contributions to the Treasury are solicited, and 
may be transmitted to George T. Strong; Esq., 
Treasurer, 68 Wall Street, N. Y. 


SPECIAL RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 
F. N. Knapp, Supt., Washington, D. C. 


; Orange and Alexandria Railroad Station. 
1 Holt, Superintendent. 


; change Street, opposite Central Railroad Depot. 
gq Mrs. i. Indevine, Matron. 


s “ Sorprers’ Lopes.” 


; T. Smith, Superintendent. 





. SOLDIGE= HOMES” AND “LODGES.” 


[Onsecrs. Temporary aid and protection,— 
food, lodging, care, &c.,—for soldiers in transitu, 
chiefly the discharged, disabled, and furloughed. | 

Alexandria, Va. “ ALxanpRIA Lopas.”” 
A po 
Annapolis, Md. 


“HomME FOR SOLDIERS’ 


j Wives AND Moruers ” Mrs. Hopes Sayres, Matron. 


Baltimore, Md. ‘“ Soupimrs’ Hom.” No. 
62 Conway Street. A. E. Hastings, Supt. 
‘Soutprers’ Lopex.” Opposite Philadelphia, 


Wilmington, and Baltimore Railroad Station. 





, Superintendent. 
Boston, Mass. 
76 Kingston Street. 


“ Sotprers’ Home.” No.-_ 
Charles F. Mudge, Supt., 


near Boston and Boreas Railroad Depot. 


“ Sotpiers’ Resr.” Ex- 


Buffalo, N. Y. 


Cairo, Ill. ‘‘Soupizrs' Homs.” C. N. Ship- 
man, Superintendent. 


Camp Nelson, Ky. “Soupmrs’ Home.” 


f Thomas Butler, Superintendent. 


Cincinnati, O. So.prers’ Hon. ” Third 


f Street. Col. G. W. D. Andrews, Superintendent. 


Cleveland, Ohio. ‘Soxpimrs’ Homz.” 
Joseph Jerome, Superintendent. 


Columbus, Ohio. ‘So.pisrs’ Homes.” T. 


K. Botsford, Superintendent. 


Detroit, Michigan. ‘So.pisrs’ Homz.” 


i No. 81 Jeflerson Avenue. 


Harrisburg, Pa. Near the Railroad Depot. 

W. H. Hadley, Supt. 
Jeffersonville, , Indiana. “So.prmrs’ 

Homs.” New Market Street, near the Depot. H. 


Louisville, Ky. 
Scott, Superintendent. 
Memphis, Tenn. 


‘‘Souprers’ Homes.” Y. 


‘‘Souprers’ Lopes.” 


|; Near landing, CO. W. Christy, Superintendent and 


Relief Agent. 


Nashville, Tenn. “Soxprers’ Home.” 


@ Captain I. Brayton, Superintendent. 
U. S. San. Com., corner Vine and Sixth Sts., | 


New Orleans, La. ‘*Sonpiers’ Homes.” 
Corner Magazine and Julia Streets. Sumner 


| Bullard, Superintendent. 


‘‘ DISCHARGED SOLDIERS’ 


New York City. 


f Home.” No. 45 Grove Street, near Blecker. 
——, Superintendent. 
Paducah, Ky. ‘“Sorprmrs’ Home.” E. D. 


, Way, Superintendent. 


Portsmouth, Va. “So.prurs’ Home.” John 
Alcooke, Superintendent. 

Washington, D. C, “Tse Home.” No. 
374 North Capitol Street. J. B. Clark, Supt. 

“ HoME FoR Soupiers’ WIVES AND ‘Moramrs. 
No. 380 North Capitol Street. J. B. Clark, Supt. 

“LopeEe No. 4. No. 389 H Street. , Supt. 

“Lopes No. 5.” Maryland Avenue, near Wash- 
ington & Alexandria R. R. Station. , Supt. 

‘‘ Loner No. 6.” Foot of Sixth Street. ’ Ho v- 
ard McPherran, Superintendent. 








SPECIAL RELIEF OFFICES. 


[Ossects.—To give aid in procuring pay, pen- 


| g sions, bounty, prize money, arrears of pay and 
J.B. An Bort, Chief Assistant, Washington, D.C § 


bounty, and other claims upon government. To 
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supply clothing, hospital. delicacies, crutches, § 


&c. To give transportation, information, &c.] 


Holt, Agent. 


Annapolis, Md. Office of United States § 
Sanitary Commission. Major F. C. Howes, Agent. § 
Baltimore, Md. United States Sanitary | 
Mad 
H Lodge,” near landing. 
Boston, Mass. United States Sanitary Com- § 


Commission, No. 46 South Sharpe Street. 
Pancoast, Agent. 


mission, No. 76 Kingston Street. , 


Buffalo N. Y. Branch United States San- § 
209 § 
§ United States Sanitary Commission, No. 96 Julia 
A Street. 


nitary Commission, Adams’ Block, No. 
Washington Street. 
Cairo, Ill. Office in “‘Soldiers’ Home.” C. 
N. Shipman, Agent. 
Camp Nelson, Ky. 
Home.” Thomas Butler, Agent. 


tary Commission. 
Chicago, Ill. United States Sanitary Com- 
mission. 


Cincinnati, Ohio. United States Sanitary § 


Commission, corner Vine and Sixth Streets. 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Sanitary Commission 
Detroit, Mich. 


Commission, No. 32 Larned Street. 


Dubuque, Ia. United States Sanitary Com- § 


mission. Rev. E. 8S. Morris, Agent. 
Harrisburg, Pa. Office in 
Lodge.” W.H Hadley, Agent. 


‘ Soldiers’ 








Seas < =A a = TE a a 







BRANCH, tes 
: 3 
No. 744 Broadway, 


NEW YORK. 


Office in “ Soldiers’ § 
# Mrs. W. P. Griffin, Chairman Special Relief 
Chattanooga, Tenn. United States Sani- § 


Branch United States § 
: Home.” 
United States Sanitary } 

“# Commission. 


Jeffersonville, Ind. Office in “ Soldiers’ | 


NFENT LEG&A Rit 

[W936 Opell f 
© PB COR OF te 

LOPHILADELPHIA. 


Home,” New Market Street, near railroad depot, 


j EH. T. Smith, Agent. i 
Alexandria, Va. Office in Soldiers’ Lodge, | 
Orange and Alexandria Railroad Station. J.B. § 


Knoxville, Tenn. United States Sanitary 
Commission. 

Leavenworth, Kansas. United States 
Sanitary Commission. J. R. Brown, Agent. 

Louisville, Ky. United States Sanitary 
Commission, Fifth Street. 

Memphis, Tenn. Office in “ Soldiers’ 
C. W. Christy, Agent. 

Milwaukie, Wis. Mrs. Colt. 

Nashville, Tenn. United States Sanitary 
Commission. E. Root, Agent. 

Wew Orleans, La. Special Relief Office, 


O. C. Bullard, Agent. 
New York City, N. Y. ‘Special Relief 
Office,” Cooper Union, No. 10 Third Avenue. 


Committee. 
Paducah, Ky. Office in ‘Soldiers’ Home.” 


j EH. D. Way, Agent. 


Philadelphia, Pa. United States Sanitary 
Commission, 1307 Chestnut Street, third story, 
back. Colonel Soest, Agent. 

Portsmouth, Va. Office in, ‘Soldiers’ 
John Alcooke, Agent. 

Vicksburg, Miss. United States Sanitary 
J. G. Brown. 


Washington, D. C. ‘Special Relief Of- 


t fice,” No. 389 H Street, between 13th and 14th 
f Streets. 


J. B Abbott, Chief Assistant. 
Wheeling, Va. United States Sanitary 


Commission. 


BRANCH, 
No. 19 Green Street, 
BOSTON, Mass. 


Important Information for Soldiers and Sailors who have lost Limbs. 


The ‘*PatmMER” Arm and Lee are now furnished for the mutilated heroes of the Army and Navy, and I have the 
pleasure of presenting extracts from official letters from the Surgeon-General, which will gratify numerous applicants, 
who, in the past, have been led to believe that they must accept an inferior limb, or have no aid from Government. ~ 


SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Wasnineton City, D.C., Dec. 12, 1863. 


S1x :—The Board of Medical Officers assembled in the City of Philadelphia, for the purpose of examining the different 
models submitted S them for an Artificial Arm, having reported * * 3 Be w = * = 
IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE BoARD, WHEN A SOLDIER MAY DESIRE TO PURCHASE “THE MORE 
ELEGANT AND EXPENSIVE ARM OF PALMER,” FIFTY DOLLARS WILL BE ALLOWED TOWARDS PAYMENT FOR THT SAME. 


By order of the Acting Surgeon-General. 


C. H. CRANE, Surgeon U.S.A. 


SuRGFON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
. WasHinaton City, D.C., Sept 20. 1864. 


Siz :—In answer to your letter of the 1st inst., I am directed to inform you, that the Report and recommendation of 
the Medical Board recently assembled in New York, to examine samples and models of Artificial Limbs, is not designed 
to supersede the recommendation of the former Board, 80 FAR AS REGARDS THE LIMBS MANUFACTURED BY YOU, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, by order of the Surgeon-Ceneral, 


To B. FRANK. PALMER, LL.D., 744 Broadway, New York. 


W. C. SPENCER, Assistant Surgeon U.S.A. 


The Best PALMER LEG is furnished THE SOLDIER FREE 
The Best PALMER ARM, for a SMALL ADVANCE. 
The Best LINCOLN “GOVERNMENT” ARM, FREE. 
Prices of the PALMER LIMBS not raised to OFFICERS and CIVILIANS. 


Apply in person, or by letter, at either of the offices Address, 


B. FRANK. PALMER, LL.D., 


President American Artificial Limb Co. 
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Adapted to every bra of business: 
MANUFACTURED ao BY THE ORIGINAL INVENTORS, 


E. & T, FAIRBANKS & CO,, St. Johnsbury, Vermont. 


PRINCIPAL WAREHOUSES: 


FAIRBANKS & CO., No. 252 Broadway, New York. 
FAIRBANKS & BROWN, Wo. 118 Milk Street, Boston 
FAIRBANKS, GREENLEAF & CO.; No. 172 2 Take Atenet: Chicago. 
FAIRBANKS °& EWIN G, Masonic Hall, Philadelphia. 
FAIRBANKS & CO., No. 2.46 Baltimore Street, Baltimore. 


Descriptive Circulars furnished or mailed to any address, on application to either of the above. 





ESTABLISHED 1860. | 
486 BROADWAY AND 441 BROOME ST. 


SEWING MACHINES 


OF THE MOST APPROVED MAKES, SUCH AS THE 


WHEELER & WILSON, 
GROVER & BAKER, 
WILLCOX & GIBBS, 
A. B. HOWE, 


| SINGER AND OTHERS. 
TO RENT AND 


FOR SALE, 


At MANUFACTURERS’ PRICES, and with the same privileges. Instruction THOROUGH and 
gratis, at the 


N. Y. SEWING MACHINE EMPORIUM, 


Corner Broadway and Broome Street, New York. 


V. W. WICKES, Jr., Proprietor, 
486 Broadway, Up Stairs. 


€ 
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Tue Sanitary Commission BuLuEtin is published on the first and fifteenth of every month, and as 
pei a circulation, gratuitous or other, of above 15,000 copies, it offers an unusually valuable medium for 
advertising. 

All communications must be addressed to the Editor, at the office, 1307 Chestnut street, Philadelphia, and 
must be authenticated by the names and addresses of the writers. 

As the continuance of the publication of the BULLETIN is uncertain, depending on that of the war, and on 
the resources of the U. S. Sanitary Commission—the Standing Committee feels a certain degree of reluctance 
to solicit subscriptions for it—and thereby to pledge the Commission to tts issue for a definite period. 

The Committee understand, however, that some of their friends to whom it is now sent gratuitously, ex- 
press a wish to pay for it, and they therefore give notice that the sum of two dollars, remitted to the 
Treasurer, (G. T. Strona, 68 Wall street, New York, or No. 1307 Chestnut street, Philadelphia,) will 
secure its being sent to such contributor during the remainder of the current year, unless tts publication be 


sooner discontinued. 


GOOD WORDS OF GREAT MEN. 


SSS) eae 


PRESIDENT ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 


The Sanitary Commission is doing a work of 
great humanity, and of direct practical value to 
the nation in this time of its trial. It is enti- 
tled to the gratitude and the confidence of the 
people, and I trust it will be generously sup- 
ported. There is no agency through which 
voluntary offerings of patriotism can be more 
effectively made. — 


CHIEF JUSTICE SALMON P. CHASE. 


What age before this age, and what country 
besides our country, ever witnessed such an 
organization as that of the Sanitary Commis- 
sion? What needs have been supplied; what 

ants relieved; what wounds healed; what 
evils averted, by the activity, wisdom, and un- 
flagging zeal of this admirable organization, 


fostered and sustained by the people, and re- | 


cognized and aided by the Government. 


THE LAST MARCH. 


Bear him on! bear him on! 

Peace and rest for him are won; 
Let his requiem be sung! 

Let his dirge be sadly rung! 
Hearts so tenderly that clung, 
Now with anguish sore are wrung. 


Bear him on! bear him on! 

In the greatness of his fame, 

In the fullness of the same; 
Handing down an honored name, 
Mighty march of mighty frame, 
Dead alike to praise or blame. 


Vou. I. No. 38 Vee t 


Bear him on! bear him on! 

Let each sorrowing State receive him ; 
To their care his loved ones leave him; 
Soon the grave for aye shall cleave him 
From our sight, but hearts shall wreathe him , 
With the bays of loyal-love. 


Bear him on! bear him on! 
Martial music sadly stealing, 
Muffled bells with plaintive pealing, 


_Sobs the people’s heart revealing, 


*Neath the shock stout men are reeling, 
Women with clasped hands are kneeling, 
Prayers with earnest vows they’re sealing, 
With a stronger, deeper feeling, 

From henceforth to serve the right. , 


Bear him on! bear him on! 

Listen to the measured tread 

Of the horses, slowly led, 

As they bear our Nation’s Head 

On to final earthly bed. 

Moon and stars from sight have fled, 
Darkness takes the watch instead, 
Hanging sable pall o’erhead, 
Curtaining the noble dead. 


Bear him on! bear him on! 
Distant earth in distant West, 
Lightly press your martyred guest! 
Martyr for the truth confest, 
Principles his life attest 
And on that whole life imprest, 
With true courage, force, and zest, 
Grief is struggling in our breast, 
Proud we are, yet sore distrest 
Of his form to be possest, 
As they guard him to his rest. 
Christ receive him ’mid the blest ! 
Bear him on! bear him on! 
DELTA. 


Philadelphiay April 22, 1869. 
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THE WORK OF A GREAT PEOPLE. 
(Continued from Bulletin No. 31.) 


THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE ENTERPRISE. 


While the men of the Northern and 
Southern States were preparing for war du- 
ring the spring of 1861, the women of the 
North perceived already that in the great 
struggle which was then commencing there 
would be also something for them to do. 
They undertook at first to furnish to the 
medical corps of the army a supply of lint 
and bandages. Everywhere in the churches, 
in the schools, in the saloons of the rich, 
women and girls of every age and rank 
met together to prepare lint and bandages 
out of the linen which they bought. But 
they soon perceived that their activity and 
zeal were required in a more extensive 
field. They then organized the “ Women’s 
Central Association of Relief” of New York, 
and other societies were formed in different 
cities; and these courageous women resolved 
to consult men, who by their experience 
and position could open a suitable field for 
exertions.. A pastor of New York, well 
known for the interest which he has taken 
in all works of charity and philanthropy, 
_ the Rev. Dr. Henry W. Bellows, gave them 
the following practical advice. ‘ You want 
inquiry from the only correct sources. You 
must find out first what the Government 
will do, and can do, and then help it by 
working with it, and doing what it cannot. 
You must have advice derived from the 
Government.” | 

This advice was immediately followed. 
The Rey. Dr. Bellows and three of the most 
eminent physicians of New York, Messrs. 
Van Buren, Harris and Harsen were au- 
thorized to go to Washington in order to 
consult the Secretary of War. a 

An exposé of their mission was presented 
by the delegates to the Secretary of War 
the 18th of May, 1861. Such was the 
commencement of the society now known 
under the name of the “Sanitary Commis- 
sion of the United States,” a society whose 
operations embrace a field almost; as exten- 
sive as the whole of Hurope, and whose 
voluntary contributions for the relief of the 
suffering soldiers have amounted in less 
than three years to the enormous sum of 
fifty millions of francs. 


DIFFICULTIES. 


It is certainly impossible for any person 
to have conducted himself towards a govern- 
ment with more moderation and respect 


than was done by the delegates of these pa- 
triotic societies of New York; nevertheless 
the authorities were not at first favorable to 
them. That regularity (or routine) which 
is so necessary in government affairs, _is 
naturally opposed to innovations. We ought 
not then to be surprised that President 
Lincoln should call the proposed Commis- 
sion a ‘fifth wheel in the military coach.” 
The chiefs of the war department, and par- 
ticularly those of the medical bureau, at 
first received the offers of service from the 
delegates in a manner which was anything 
but encouraging. But the women of the 
United States remained immovable in their 
resolution, and here again was verified the 
saying, “ what woman wills, Heaven wills.”’ 
Four days after the presentation of the ex- 
pose by the delegates, Dr. R. C. Wood, sur- 
geon in chief, pro tem., of the armies of the 
United States, expressed the following opin- 
ion in a communication addressed to the 
Secretary of War. 
“The Medical Bureau would, in my judg- 
ment, derive important and useful aid from 
the counsels and well directed efforts of an 
intelligent and scientific Commission, to be 
styled ‘A Commission of Inquiry and Ad- 


vice in respect of the Sanitary Interests of 


the United States Forces,’ and acting in 
co-operation with the Bureau in elaborating 
jand applying such facts as might be elicited 
from the experience and more extended 
observation of those connected with armies 
with reference to the diet and hygiene of 


troops and the organization of military hos-. 


pitals.”’ 

Profiting by the encouragement which 
was thus given them, the four delegates did 
not lose a moment, and the very next morn- 
ing they sent to the Secretary of War the 
following: , 

“The Medical Bureau of the United 
States Army having asked for the appoint- 
ment of a Sanitary Commission in aid of its 
own overtasked energies, the committee of 
the New York delegation to the Govern- 
ment on Sanitary Affairs, beg leave, at the 
request of the Medical Bureau, and as ex- 
planatory of its wishes, to stdte what precise 
powers are sought by the proposed Commis- 


‘ sion and what specific objects are aimed at.” 


‘These proposals made to the Government 
seemed to show that the contemplated Sani- 
tary Commission might after all be a harm- 
less association, having none other than 
loyal and laudable intentions; yet the pow- 
ers which its founders demanded, as will 


- 


* 
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~be seen hereafter, were very extensive. 
-But the delegates from New York proved 
themselves equal to the greatness of their 
mission by avoiding everything that could 
have the appearance of unreasonable impor- 
tunity, and by submitting themselves in all 
things to the military and medical authori- 
ties. They recognized moreover, at the 
very outset, not. merely the importance but 
the absolute necessity of administrative 
etiquette and routine in all that related to 
the army. » 


THE SANITARY COMMISSION IS ORGANIZED. 


‘The Secretary of War at length gave his 
official approbation to the proposed Com- 
mission on the 9th of June, 1861, but with 
little sympathy for the enterprise, and with 
no confidence in its success. On the 13th of 
June the Commission obtained the official 
sanction of the President in this concise 
form: ‘ [approve the above, A. Lincon,” 

-subjoined to the order of the Secretary of 
War. ‘The last sentence of that order is 
remarkable. | : 

“The Commission will exist until the 
Secretary of War shall otherwise direct, 
unless sooner dissolved by its own action.” 

This was as much as to say that he had 
no faith in its permanence. 


The inquiries made by the four delegates» 


since their arrival in Washington kad not 
revealed a very encouraging state of affairs. 
The American army, at the voice of the 
President calling for 75,000 volunteers, had 
_ been suddenly raised from 20,000 men ‘to 
80,000, and it could not reasonably be ex- 
pected that the military administration, or- 
ganized on the basis of the first number, 
could prove itself all at once equal to the 
second. The North American Review for 
January, 1864, gives the following picture 
of the state of affairs at Washington at the 
period referredto. ~- 


| ‘* For the first year of the war there was 


not commercial industry enough in the coun- 
try to supply the actual wants of the army. 
Clothing could not be manufactured fast 
enough to meet the rapidly recruited ranks.» 
Cloths were imported by the Government 
as a protection against the enormous rates 
which holders of suitable stuffs were sel- 
fishly exacting.. Besides, the ideas of the 
government bureaus did not‘and could not 
expand as fast as the unprecedented wants 
of the army did. Timidity and caution tied 
up even the boldest hands. The suffering 
which existed in the rank and file from want 
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of blankets, stockings, overcoats and tents 
was very great. The regimental hospitals, 
under new and inexperienced surgeons, with- 
out acquaintance with bureau routine, were 
often desperately deficient both in what 
they might have had, if at the proper time 
they had known how to ask for it, and what 
no skillin asking ‘at that time could secure. 
The general hospitals. were just beginning 
to be established. Inconvenient and wholly 
unsuitable buidings were the only ones 
within reach, and the Government was not 
then aroused to the necessity of creating 
proper ones. The hospital fund, the usual 
adequate resource of the surgeon for all ex- 
tra comforts and delicacies, now extensively, 
nay universally, in operation, could not at 
once be inaugurated, even by experts, and 
was utterly beyond the management of 
novices. It afforded no dependence for - 
many months, and was of little use for® the 
first year of the war.” 

It was at that moment of perplexity and 
need that this voluntary association, seeking 
to form itself into a Sanitary Commission, 
offered its services to the Government. 

The delegates and their constituents, far 
from being alarmed at the difficulties which 
presented themselves to their view, felt only 
the more deeply the necessity of their en- 
terprise; and having obtained from the 
Government all that they had asked—the 
right to exist, to labor and to counsel—they 
immediately set themselves to work in order 
to provide the necessary succor for the suf- 
fering soldiers. 


THE COMMISSION BEGINS ITS WORK. 


There had been already several societies 
organized for the purpose of assisting the 
soldiers, but they were all more or less de- 
ficient from not having an established sys- 
tem of operations. In the different States, 
districts and even towns, local committees 
had been formed, who received. gifts in 
money or in kind for the benefit of the vol- 


unteers of their particular locality; but 


these committees were not long in discover- 
ing the difficulties necessary to be encoun- 
tered when provision had to be made. for 
soldiers who were distant hundreds of 
leagues, and were liable at any time to be 
sent from one end of a State to the other, 
that is to say to a distance equal to the 
length of France, without the public at 
large having any knowledge of their move- 
ments. The Sanitary Commission had at 
first some difficulty in making these. local 


. 
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associations understand that the interest of 
the troops, for whose advantage they had 
been formed, would be better promoted by 
one great national organization, than by 
mere municipal committees or local socie- 
ties. One by one, however, they joined 
themselves to the Commission, and in a 
short time the women of the whole North 
had organized themselves into auxiliary so- 
cieties in all the towns and villages, and 
were laboring faithfully and energetically 
for the benefit of tae Commission. We 
shall be able to form some idea of the im- 
portance which this association has. ac- 
quired, when we are informed that at the 
present time it comprises within its organi- 
zation more than 82,000 of these auxiliary 
societies. 

An order to supply the continually in- 
creasing wants of the army, and to provide 
for the proper distribution of the articles 
sent in abundance from all parts of the 
loyal States, the members of the Commission 
soon found that their number was insufii- 
Gient, and they at once resolved to correct 
the deficiency by receiving new members 
into their association. Their standing com- 
mittee was increased to twenty-one mem- 
bers, comprising several of the most dis- 
tinguished physicians and philanthropists 
in the United States. -Among these we 


cannot omit to mention Mr. Federick Law 


Olmstead, whose works on the agricultural 
and other resources of the Southern States 
have made his name celebrated in the 
learned world. He occupied a high position 
as municipal engineer of the city of New 
York, but at the first call of the Sanitary 
Commission, which already had all his sym- 
pathies, he resigned his highly advantageous 
and honorable position in order to accept 
the post of general secretary of the associa- 
tion under the direction of the committee. 

Afterwards, associated members were 
added to the central committee. These were 


persons chosen on account, of their position, 7 


and their willingness to use their influence 
for the good of the cause, without any other 
recompense thin the consciousness of hav- 
ing performed their duty. The business of 
these members is to make known to those 
around them and to the public at large the 
wants as well as the objects of the Commis- 
sion, and to induce those who desire to do 
anything for the soldiers, to put themselves 
in communication with the association. 
Thousands of printed circulars have been 
distributed in all directions, setting forth 
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the wants of the army, and especially of the 
military, hospitals. A proclamation has 
been sent to all the post-masters of the 
North, (7. e. of-the loyal States), with the — 
request that it may be circulated as much 
as possible, inviting the inhabitants, and 
particularly the women, to furm themselves 
into auxiliary societies. The editors of the 
newspapers and other journals, (and in the 
United States there. are 4,052 journals 
and reviews with an annual circulation of 
927,951,548 copies*), have been invited to 
discuss the subject in their columns. The 
presidents and directors of the life in- 
surance companies have been made to real- 
ize that they have an especial interest in the 
welfare and health of the soldiers. In short, 
an appeal has been made to all classes of 
society who were in any way interested in 
the movement, or who felt that it was their 
duty to labor for the soldiers while these 
were fizhting for their country. 


THE SUBJECT OF TRANSPORTS. 


The women having at length found a 
practical method of manifesting their pa- 
triotism, and the sympathy which they felt 
for the hardships of the soldiers, and know- 
ing also what things were immediately ne- 
cessary to the army, set themselves to work 
with a zeal and energy rarely exhibited by 
men. But new difficulties rose before the 
Commission at every step. The private 
‘houses, stores, schools and even the churches 
were cncumbered with bales and packages 
of clothing and other articles destined for 
the sick and wounded, awaiting the orders 
of the quartermaster general. The subject . 
of transportation in a country so extensive 
as the United States, presents peculiar diffi- 
culties, not only on account of the propor- 
tionally small number of-railroads and ca- 
nals, &e¢., but also on account of the rivalry ~ 
existing at the commencement of the war 
between the different States. The theory 
of the individual sovereignty of the States, 
and a general desire to maintain the integ- - 
rity and autonomy} of each, presented a 
serious obstacle to the efforts of the Com- 
mission. Nevertheless, this jealousy of 
State towards State, which the National 
Government had been unable tq control, 





* See “The United States of America,” by John Bige- 
low, United States Consul at Paris. —Paris, 1563. 

+ The 60,000 kiiometres of railroads avd the 6,000 
kilometres of cavals possessed by the United States, are 
indeed a smail affair compared with the extent of the coun- 
aA Mi kilometre isa liwde more than three-fifihs of & 
mile. ; 
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wasat length overcome by the Sanitary Com- 
‘mission, inspired and directed by the spirit 
of philanthropy. It was resolved to treat 
the country, not as a confederacy of sover- 
eign states, but as an indivisible whole; 
to efface, so to speak, the ancient lines of 
separation, and to form new sections, of 
which the navigable waters and lines of 
railroad constituted the different bases, 
General depots were established in the large 
cities in order to receive contributions of 
every kind from the neighboring towns and 
villages. Thus one hundred and twenty 
towns and villages became auxiliaries to the 
section of which Cleveland, in Ohio, formed 
the central depot; twelve hundred and 
thirty-six became auxiliary to New York, 
&c. The standing @ommittee at Washing- 
fon was from that time able to regulate and 
direct the beneficence of the whole country 
towards the points of greatest need; at the 
same time they were delivered from, per- 
haps, the most onerous part of their former 
labors, having now to correspond only with 
the general depots. —L’ Huvre dun Grand 
Peuple, par J. N. P., Paris, 1864. 


EXTRACTS FRON REPORT OF DR. ALEXAN- 
. _ DER McDONLAD. 
_ Anmiss OPPERATING BEFORE peg 
Ciry Point, March 31, 1865. 
Dr. J. Foster JENKINS, 
General Secretary U. S. Sanitary Commission. 

Sir :—Since the date of my last report 
these armies have been comparatively quiet, 
but until within a few days no movement 
of the entire armies has been made. Spite 
of all thisseeming quict a great amount of la- 
bor has been performed, and many changes 
in location of camps made, involving the 
erection of new quarters, re-arrangement of 
ground and removal of stores, in some cases 
several times during the winter; conse- 
quently our agents have been kept busy 

most of the time tilt the coming of warm 
weather in protecting themselves and others 
against the rigors of a Virginia winter, and 
supplying the wants of the army as com- 
pletely as means for so doing were at hand. 

Our stations at the right, Army of the 
James, remain in nearly the same location 
as at date of my last report. Many im- 
provements have been made, and the quar- 
ters are very comfortable. One station 
with each, 24th and 25th Corps, and their 
base at Veep Bottom, are the points from 
which the Army of the James is supplied. 

This department includes all the territory 
cd 
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from Point of Rocks to Four Mile Run, and 
the number of agents is sufficient to meet 
all present demands. Itis under the charge 
of Mr. Geo. A. Williams, assisted by two 
agents in each corps and one at Deep Bot- 
tom. Another agent will be sent to work 
among the colored troops of the 25th Corps, 
as requested by Gen. Ord, so soon as the 
proper person can be found to undertake 
this work. These troops are employing 
their spare time in learning to read, and 
evince a great desire to improve as rapidly 
as possible. By the aid of books furnished 
by the Commission the agents and chap- 
lains have succeeded in establishing a foun- 
dation for future education, and increased 
the desire for information among nearly all 
the troops. 

Our stations with the army of the Poto- 
mac are located alowg the line of railroad 
to Humphrey’s station. The position of 
these corps has been changed two or 
three times since January 1, and the work 
of building on one side would hardly be 
completed before a move would be ordered, 
and a new location chosen. This has been 
specially the case with the 5th Corps. Each 
station in both armies is furnished with two 
four horse teams and drivers, two agents, 
two loads of supplies, and a saddle horse for 
the agent in charge. 

The Relief Corps in the Army of the Po- 
tomac is in charge of Mr. J. W. Johnson, 
and is ina most efficicnt condition. Stations 
in this army draw supplies directly from 
City Point, those in the Army of the James 
from Deep Bottom, to which place stores 
are sent from City Point by water. 

The army of the James having occupied 
all the lines from Point of Rocks to Four 


Mile Run, includiug the 24th, 25th, and 


part of the 8th Corps, has demanded and 
received a due share of attention from the 
Commission. Including, as it has, all the 
colored troops in these armies, many of 
whom have previously been slaves, but now 
stand out as freemen, battling for the coun- 
try, yet as children in their dependence on 
others for necessaries or comforts; many of 
them heedless regarding the future, looking 
only to present need, and requiring special 
instruction and special care, has created a 
want forthe means of instructing men never 
previously so fully developed; has added 
to our list of supplies, books, slates, pencils 
and similar stores of small cost but great 
benefit, and demanded with the means for 
education competent instructors, Which we 


1189 


@F ; } 
' 


1190 


The Sanitary Commission Bulletin. . 





have endeavored to furnish so far as lay in 
our power. Spelling books and slates have 


been judiciously distributed, and our agents — 


have exerted themselves to have chaplains 
and others aid in teaching their uses to the 
men, so that now it is no uncommon scene 
to find two or three colored soldiers gathered 
in some quiet place aiding each other in 
their studies. These troops have seemed 
to suffer from the extreme cold weather of 
the past winter much more than whites, and 
we have been compelled to issue for their 
use comparatively large quantities of woolen 
clothing, socks, mittens, &c. 

While the agents of the 25th Corps have 
been thus engaged with colored troops, those 
of the 24th and 8th have been employed in 
ministering to the necessities of their men, 
and have done all they could to relieve or 
prevent suffering in any of its various 
forms. 

The table of Sigga anid will show that 
all in this departmnet have received a due 
share of attention, and that our agents have 
not been unmindful of their duty. 

From this army was sent Jan. 4 an 
expedition which succeeded in capturing 
Fort Fisher. Two of our agents, Messrs. 
Foster and Adams, with a good supply of 
stores, accompanied it, and Mr. Foster has 
followed the troops to Wilmington. The 
service rendered at these points has proved 
of great benefit to men wounded in the at- 
tack on Fort Fisher, and also to men re- 
leased from rebel prisons and sent to Wil- 
mington, where many of them remain till 
sufficiently recuperated. to resume their 
journey. 

At both places our agents received the 
thanks and co-operation of government 
officers, and good evidence that their work 
was appreciated by the commanding gene- 

-rals and the troops. Messrs. Foster and 
Adams deserve special credit for their in- 
dustry and persevering efforts during this 
campaign. { 

January 25 Mr. Foster arrived from Fort 
Fisher, and was supplied with a fresh lot of 
stores, with which he returned. He reports 
that the Sanitary Commission was the only 
benevolent association represented during 
the attack. 

At Wilmington a quantity of liquors were 
turned over to the Commission to be used 
for men in hospital, and as the supply of 
milk was exhausted, our agent purchased a 
lot, and furnished milk- punch to the hospi- 
tals by directions of the surgeons. 


The Wilmington station has since been 
transferred to the department of North Caro- 
lina, and future reports will doubtless be 
forwarded by the agent in charge at New- 
bern. 

With the Army of the Potomac we have 
six agents in charge of Mr. J. W. Johnson. 
Their issues have been made mainly to men 
in the regiments, with a limited distribution 
to hospitals. They include the 2d, 5th, 
6th, 9th and Cavalry Corps, Engineer and 
Artillery Brigade. Picket firing, attacks 
on the line, hard duty, raids and advances 
have kept the hospitals in this department 
filled with wounded and sick, making the 
duties of our agents constant aM at, times 
arduous. 

The sanitary condition of this army a 
ring the past three months has equalled, 1 
not ; surpassed, that of any previous season. 
Camps have been well chosen, regularly laid 
out, well policed, and the morale of the men 
has generally been excellent. Rations are 
well cooked, quarters, arms and equipments 
kept clean, daily drills and amusements of , 
various kinds have given a pleasant and 
healthy stimulus to the men, and enabled» 
them better to endure the duties and fa- 
tigues of service. 

“Particular attention has been paid to men 
sick in quarters, who may be kept from 
hespitals:and returned to duty. The call 
for small stores had been great previous to 
the advent of paymasters. ‘‘ Uncle John,” 
as he is familiarly called hy the men, (John 
Vasser), reports having distributed from 
Feb. 21 to 55, 1,000 Soldier’s Friend, 2,120 
sheets of paper, 1,000 envelopes, 42 combs, 
50 pens, 50 handkerchiefs, 25 needles, 
lb. of thread, 30 papers of tobacco, 2,090. 
newspapers, and 9 pairs of mittens. These 
are personal distributions. Besides these 
corn starch, farina, milk, crackers, &c., &e., 
are furnished to the sick, who are thereby 
enabled, with a few days of rest, to re- 
sume their duties. 

Feb. 1 and 2 the work of loading hospi- 
tals of 2d, 5th and 6th Corps commenced, 
and the morning of the 3d found these troops 
ready foramove. Feb. 4, marching orders 
were issued, and the troops moved on the 
5th, 2d Corps skirmishing all the afternoon. 
A fight on the 6th was succeeded by an 
intensely cold night, with hail and rain, 
during which the wounded suffered much 
from exposure. Punch, crackers, &c., were 

at hand, also Jamaica ginger and blankets. 
Our work continued through the night, and 
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till noon of the 7th. Hach ambulance was 
provided with Jamaica ginger instead of 
whisky fora stimulant. Over 1,000 wounded 
were sent from Patrick station, to whom 
100 gallons milk punch, 1 gross Jamaica 
ginger, 2 bbls. crackers and a quantity of 
blankets were furnished as they lay on the 
platform waiting for transportation to the 
hospitals. : | 

The recent battles at Hatcher’s and Gra- 
velly Run. have increased our labors in all 
departments. The wounded cavalrymen 
especially demand a large issue of clothing, 
as they were prisoners in rebel hands some 
twenty-four hours, during which time they 
were robbed of almost everything, even to 
shoes, stockings and blankets. The 2d, 
Sth, 9th, 24th and Cavalry Corps hospitals 
have all had large accessions of wounded. 

Schools, libraries, reading, writing and 
smoking rooms have been established in 
some of the hospitals; and are meeting with 
success. Schools are taught by agents after 


- regular duties of the day have been per- 


~ 


formed, and are well attended. Libraries | 


are established in connection with the 
schools, from which books are loaned to men 
who are unable to leave the wards; reading, 
writing and smoking rooms are for those 
who are convalescing. These accommoda- 
tions are a source of much benefit, well ar- 
ranged for their several purposes, and kept 
in good order by the application of a proper 
code of regulations conspicuously posted in 
each tent. 

Washing of clothing was commenced in 
some of the hospitals and resulted in a great 
saving to the Commission : also in the es- 
tablishment of laundries by hospitals, which 
have for the present superceded the necessity 
for our doing such work, and it has conse- 
quently been temporarily abandoned, yet 
can easily be resumed if the present ar- 
rangement of hospital laundries should not 
work better than it now promises. 

Issues of clothing by quartermasters to 
men in hospitals reach only those cases 
where the applicant will probably be com- 
pelled to remain several weeks, as officers 
are not disposed to become responsible for 
stock to be kept on hand, and will there- 
fore only draw for the amount ordered ; 
consequently men who will go to general 
hospitals, or be returned to their regiments 
in a short time, must remain without cloth- 
ing or be furnished by the Commission. 

Refugees, in addition to their lodgings, 
.are furnished with food, but the number of 
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this class has been gradually diminishing, 
much to our satisfaction, as most of them 
arrive in an almost destitute condition, and 
we cannot relieve them without the risk of 
so depleting our stock as to detract from the 
proper application at times of necessity. 
Stations at Fort Monroe and kortsmouth 
are continued; their supplies are drawn 
from the storehouse at Norfolk. This 
branch is in charge of Mr. H. P. Sherman, 
and the work of individual relief is being 
ably conducted ; adjacent hospitals also are 
supplied from the Norfolk store. Disabled 
men from the front are received and taken 
care of by Mr. Alcooke, Superintendent of 


the Soldier’s Lodge, at Portsmouth. His 


reports show that since Jan. 1, 1865, he 
has given 4,320 meals and 1,422 lodgings, 
besides supplying necessary clothing’ and 
comforts to a very large number of men on 
their way to or from their regiments. His 
work has found favor with all who know 
him, and the facilities afforded by govern- 
ment officers at this point are such as can 
be expected only from the result of patient 
and persevering application to duty. 

Until the arrival of army paymasters, 
(Feb. 25), we were continually receiving 
applications for stationery, buttons, needles, 
pins, thread, yarn, combs, soap, clothing, 
and especially tobacco, articles which men 
must have, but could obtain only by pur- 
chase or by application to the Sanitary, and 
having no money, not having been paid in 
several months, the Sanitary was their only 
and last resource. We have endeavored to 
meet these demands whenever made, well 
knowing that there was no other source of 
supply. 

We always want clothing, vegetables, © 
stationery, sewing material, dried fruit, su- 
gar, tea, milk, stimulants, tobacco, rags and 
bandages; these are the standards ; hospi- 
tal food, flavoring extracts, slippers, &c., &c., 


-are needed for special use. 


_ All supplies should be carefully and se- 
curely packed; much loss arises from the 
want of a little care in the preparation of 
goods for shipment, and in legible marking. 
We have often received packages bearing 
a conspicuous mark of their contents, but 
a very diminutive and obscure address ; 
reverse this order and the arrangement 
would be complete. | 

A. little work called ‘“ Zhe Soldier’s 
Friend,’ has been largely distributed in 
these armies, is gladly received, read and 
preserved. About forty thousand copies 
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have been distributed by our agents, and 
the work is well appreciated by men and 
officers. Mr. Sperry suggests the addition 
of a few simple rules for the preservation 
of health, to include some instructions re- 
garding the proper preparation and cooking 
of soldiers’ rations. 

This little book will be found carefully 
preserved in the pockets of a great majority 
of the soldiers who have received a copy. 
It contains just the information needed by 
every soldier, so arranged and condensed as 
to be of practical value to him. Give us 
more of them. 

During the recent exchange of prisoners 
it has been our good fortune to minister to 
some of the wants of those who have suffered 
so much and so long for the cause. The 
distribution of comforts to a part of these 
men, although in our regular line of busi- 
ness, was deemed a gratifying though sad 
opportunity for doing good; and the spirit 
of thankfulness with which any little atten- 
tion was received, more than repaid the ex- 
ertions necessary for such deeds. We have 
supplied all that could be reached, both at 
Varina and Wilmington, with all we had 
that was needed, and our only regret has 
been that the supply was so limited. 

Refugees, men, women and children have 
been arriving almost daily, many of them 
in a nearly destitute condition. Women, 
whose husbands have succeeded in reaching 
some free city, come through our lines, often 
traveling miles on foot, ‘“ flanking the pick- 
ets,” and under the flag against which their 
nearest male relatives have been fighting, 
seeking protection. for themselves and chil- 
dren. 

The number of letters forwarded for sol- 
diers since Jan. 1, has been 84,794, of 
newspapers 1,312. 

A large number of letters are written at 
the several writing rooms and on board our 
boats, where the conveniences are always 
at hand, and open at all hours of each day 
for such as desire to make use of them. 


~ IMPORTANT TESTIMONIAL. ~ 
Witmineton, N. C., 

March 30, 1865. 
Doctor:—I deem it my duty to report 
to you as the General Secretary U. S. Sani- 
tary Commission, the workings of this insti- 
tution in this Department, particularly with 
that portion of the field occupied by Major- 

General Terry’s command. 


The last expedition to Fort Fisher was | 


fitted out in a hurry, and but a few medical 
stores prepared for the army. My assign- 
ment to the command as medical director, 
was on the night before its sailing from — 
Bermuda Hundred, and no adequate ar- 
rangements could be made to supply the 
medical department of the expedition. In- 
deed I did not then know where. we were 
going. I was informed, however, that “all 
things would be supplied from Army Head- 
quarters.” With this assurance I tried to 
rest satisfied. On landing at Fort Fisher 
I found that little or no arrangements had 
been made to supply the medical department 
with medicines, dressings or stores, and that 

we were even without cooking utensils or — 
nourishment for sick and, wounded, except 


-such as could be borrowed from regiments 


composing the command. You may well 
judge my feelings at the prospect before us. 
Almost without food and stimulants, and 
entirely destitute of transportation, upon a 
bleak shore, in front of a strongly in- 
trenched and confident enemy, with the 
certainty of a fight, and the prospect of a 
large number of wounded, I looked about 
me for help. At this juncture of affairs — 
Mr. F. W. Foster, Agent of the Sanitary - 
Commission, came to my relief. His goods 
were on shipboard, but he immediately set 
about getting them off, and through. his 
exertions, and by his supplies we were able 
to make our sick and wounded comparatively 
comfortable. Beside the furnishing of sup- 
plies, Mr. Foster and his assistant, F. B. - 
Adams, personally distributed food and 
nourishment to. the wounded, acting as 
nurses, and even dressing wounds. For 
such efficiency and devotion and timely aid 
I desire to express to them, and through 
you to the Sanitary Commission, my most 
heartfelt thanks. Since the capture of Fort 
Fisher Mr. Foster has followed the fortunes 
of thiscommand. At this place, (Wilming- 
ton), he, as well as every one witha heart 
and means, has found abundant for hands 
and head to do. The Sanitary Commission 
contributing, under the charge of Mr. F., 
largely to the care and safety of the re- 
turned prisoners. 

I have not called your attention to the 
above case, or facts, as the first instance of 
relief or occasion I have had to acknowledge 
the importance and timely aid of this Com- 
mission. During a service of four years I 
have had many opportunities to witness the 
great good of this Commission under such 
officers as Mr. Foster. 


Mr. F. is now at Wilmington, and pro- 
ceeding in all respects as he began in Janu- 
ary, systematically to feed the sick of this 
city. 


At present we have here about 3,000 of 


the returned prisoners, most of them too 
sick to be transported North. The average 
number of deaths among these people has 
‘been about twenty per day. Three of my 
best medical officers have sickened and died 
of fever contracted in the discharge of their 
duties among these sick. Several others 
are sick, and will probably die. We are 
endeavoring to remove the sick to hospitals 
out of town, and by thorough police regu- 
lations, place the city in a more healthy 
condition. Todo this we require at least 
500 barrels of lime and other disenfect- 
ments. If the Sanitary Commission can 
furnish any part of this they will greatly 
oblige. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 
_ Norman S. BARNEs, 


Surgeon U. S. Vols., 
Medical Director Major-General Terry’s Command. 


Dr. J. Foster JENKINS, 
Gen. Sec’ry U.S. San. Com. Washtturfon: 19 ke? 


AID TO PRISONERS. 


Suerman Hosprran, Witmineton, N. O53) 
April 8, 1865: 

Mr. Foster, 

Agent of the Sanitary Commission, 

Sir :—It gives me great pleasure to bear 
testimony to the very efficient manner in 
which yourself and associates with the means 
placed at your disposal, alleviated the suffer- 
ing of a great number of paroled prisoners 
who recently came into our lines from Con- 
federate prisons. - I am certain that if your 
supplies had not arrived at a most opportune 
moment, many would have died from the 
want of the necessaries you so kindly furn- 
ished. To your energy and faithfulness 
much is due. [am sure, sir, that all who 
witnessed your exertions, in caring for the 
sick and wounded, gave you much deserved 
credit. 

Allow me to thank you for what was done 
for the men under my charge. You clothed 


them; you fed them; and I do not doubt | 


but that for your personal attention, many 

who are living would have died. 
I am, Sir, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 


W. E. Day, 117th N. Y., 
Surgeon in charge Hospital, 
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NEWBERN AND WILMINGTON. 
FROM: DR. J. M. PAGE. 


Newsern, N. C., April 23, 1865. 
Dr. C. R. AGNEW, 


My pEAR Docror :—Your favor of the 
17th is just received. I sent the Uncas to 
Wilmington with twenty-five barrels of lime 
and seventy-five barrels of chloride of lime. 
Those barrels of lime and chloride of lime 
I retained here have been of infinite value 
tous. ‘The desire to avoid pestilence here 
the coming season is intense, and the lime 
and chloride which the Commission has just 
sent us have inspired the first ray of confi- 
dence for the authorities and citizens and 
service for any chance of immunity from 
the plague this summer. [ have given it 
and applied it in the proper quarters, which 
my recent connection with the Board of 
Health enabled me to do with judicious dis- 
crimination. I>sent Mr. Bowman to Wil- 
mington, and he has just returned with his 
report. Dr. Hand, Medical Director of this 
department, just from Wilmington, reports 
a great improvement in the condition of 
things there, with regard to sanitary and to 
military police. * * * 

We have now nearly three thousand oc- 
cupied beds in our general hospital here, 
and are constantly sending off loads of the 
convalescents to make room for the new in- 
stallments from Sherman’s army. In the 
exigencies of the transportation of such 
numbers some most happy opportunities 
have occurred for the timely relief of the 
Sanitary Commission, and these opportuni- 
ties have been fully occupied and appreci- 
ated, thanks to the abundant and timely 
supplies forwarded to this department. My 
brother has already established a Sanitary 
depot at Raleigh, and I yesterday sent 
him a car-load of stores—nine to eleven tons 
weight—with Mr. Hoblit to assist in their 
disbursement. The depot at Kinston I 
have broken up, and withdrawn Mr. Perry 
to assist me here. Mr. Tope is conducting 
affairs at our depot in Goldsborough. Since 
the day you left Newbern, when Sherman’s 
barefooted and brave soldicrs began to make 
their appearance, an army—literally an 
army—has besieged the doors of the Com- 

mission, and no less an army has blessed, 
and been blessed, by the streams of relief 


_ which have poured from our doors and win- 


dows. There seems now to be such an af- 
finity between ‘want in the army and the 


|, great centers of supply for that want among 
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the friends of the army at the North, as to 
insure the timely transmission of the sup- 
plies through our established channels. The 
large installments of vegetables—over two 
thousand barrels—invoiced to me arrived 
just when a boat arrived, and a half-rationed 
army could obtain fresh vegetables from no 
other source. The sixty thousand pounds 
of tomatoes just now received are equally 
opportune, and eagerly accepted. I for- 
warded to the front, six thousand pounds of 
them by last night’s train. | 


OUR WORK AT NEW ORLEANS AND MOBILE. 
BY GEO. A. BLAKE. 


With this I forward you Special Relief 
Report from O. C. Bullard, Pension Report 
from Chas. W. Seaton, and Report of Sol- 
diers’ Home by W. 8S. Bullard ; also several 
letters received within the past week from 
our agents in the field, and others occa- 
sioned by our good work, being written on 
both sides, all sides, and crossed; I must 
forward few of them unfastened. [ can 
hardly hopeto add anything to the informa- 
tion I have given you in my weekly letters. 

Since my last report larger demands have 
been made upon us than ever before. The 
arrival of Major-General A. J. Smith’s 
command and the fitting out of an expedi- 
tion against Mobile has occasioned a severe 
drain on our stock, as our weekly account 


will show. Knowing that the larger por-. 


tion of our troops would be congregated in 
the region of Mobile, either at Fort Gaines 
on Dauphin Island, or at Barrancas, I have 
forwarded to these posts a good supply of 
stores, knowing they were more needed 
there than here. I have sent’as follows: 


Memorandum of stores fowarded to Dauphin Is- 
land and Barrancas since Jan. 15, 1865. 





Potatoes, bush....... 90;Pepper, papers....... 72 
Pickles and kraut, gals 10,400|Ginger, papers....... , 72 
Crackers, bbls........ 64. SoCKS, Pairs). csecess ve 320 
Corn meal, bbls...... 20|Shoes, pairs....... er 60 
Dried fruit, bbls...... 10|Slippers, pairs........ 355 
Tomatoes, Ibs........ 656|Cotton drawers, pairs. 568 
Beef stock, lbs........ 1,475| Woolen drawere, pairs 167 
Farina, bas: «ssees os 595|Cotton Shirts......... 1,941 
Corn-starch, lbs...... 661] Woolen shirts..... ee eAhys 
Condensed: milk,lbs.. 1,258|Wrappers...........- 107 
Chocolate, lbs......:. 175| Handkerchiefs........ 995 
TERGLDE . dE note te a cient E7 | Rowelsiiw Nit. pase ee 1,310 
Sugar, Upsi..s ca vccecst 250|Abdominal bandages. 150 
Cod dish, Tbs. 3. carne SOO WOINDS. vot a0 scene oeeee 500 
Canned fruit, cans.... 98|Suspenders........... 20 
Mustard, cans........ 72\Rags & bandages, bbls 7 
Brandy, bots......... 48| Writing paper, reams. 19 
Whisky; bots): ex see §34| Envelopes.....,...... 8,500 
Foreign Wine, bots.... 312|PemsS....eee.......00. 432, 
Domestic wines, bots. 192|Pen-holders.......... 144 
Lime juice, bots...... ALS BOUBIUAS. cape sic oie dcis oiett 100 
Extract ginger, bots... 48|Housewives...... 4° 5,2 ee 
Cateup,(botssu ttn tie SG6l CUSHIDUE Jie oso cce 6 162 
THE AD Of aie: 5.0.0 wobicie an TAA PILUOW Ss cee bios eicsesns 200 
Reading matter, bbls. . 2) Pillow-cases.......... 180 
Chloroform, lbs....... Z| SHOES. oi cesses ses en 166 
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Blankets... coe cea 108 Soap, Ubs.-- =. ee nneaet 30 


Bed Sa.ckse-seeeeee eee 200|Eye shades........26. 6 
Musquito bars........ T4PATM SUNSS. . « se cael wi 156 
Tin’ CUPS... semen 124|Linen thread, lbs..... 3 
Tin basing: ?.Goveswees 18 


The above is an account of the stock that 
I have sent forward; it does not include 
what was delivered to forces of the Expedi- 
tionary Corps while at rest in the neighbor- 
hood of this city. As I wrote you before, 
every regiment of 16th Corps, Major-Gene- 
ral Smith’s, were furnished with more or’ 
less kraut or pickles on arrival in this city. 

The demand for writing material has been 
constant, and more than equal to my supply 
on hand, which will account for my con- 
siderable purchases. ‘The soldiers are all 
anxious to write to their friends, and having 


_no money at their command, they are ob- 


liged to call on the Commission. I will 
venture to say that we have distributed more 
writing paper and envelopes during the past 
three months, directly to the soldier, than 
has been done ip this city by any other ‘or- 


ganization during the war. 


We are well represented at the front both 
in men and stores, and I intend to go for- 
ward the first of next week, or as,soon as 
Mobile is occupied. You will hear many 
reports of “‘ Mobile fallen,” but up to this 
time our forces do not occupy Mobile. 

Thus far about one thousand will cover 
the number of killed and wounded. Most 
of the wounded have been brought to this 
city, and we have been able to meet emer- 
gencies. Occasionally I have purchased to 
do so, feeling that the work of the Commis- 
sion demanded it. 


From New Orleans Delta, April 13. 


TESTIMONIAL TO THE SANITARY COMMIS- 
SION, " 


The following letter explains itself. It | 


is another evidence of the excellent manage- 
ment of the Sanitary Commission agency in 
this Department : 

Nrew Orunans, April 7, 1865. 
Agent of the U. S. San. Com. 


DraAr Sir :—The following resolution 
was adopted unanimously at the meeting of 
the Union Ministerial Association, held in 
this city on the 3d inst. : 9 ae 

Resolved, That as ministers resident of 
New Orleans, and chaplains resident in this 
Department, feeling a deep and abiding in- 
terest in the Government of the United 
States, and the welfare of its soldiers, we 


eare profoundly thankful, on behalf of both, 


for the aid and comfort afforded to the sick 


e 


4 


~ 
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and wounded in the army, by the United 
States Sanitary Commission, and from per- 
sonal knowledge of the manner in which 
the New Orleans agency has been managed 
by Dr. Geo: A. Blake, we most cordially 
commend it to the eonfidence of those who 
love the Union and seek the good of the 
soldier. Respectfully yours, 


HK. ANDREWS, » 
Recording Scribe of the Association. 


HOME AT NEW ORLEANS. 
New Orueans, Jan. 11, 1865. 

Sir :—The accompanying statement re- 
lative to the Soldiers’ Home, was made at 
the request of Captain Browne, who was 
sent to inspect the Home by Gen Sherman, 
commanding defences of New Orleans. 

He handed me a paper, of which the fol- 
lowing is $s copy, as ea the informa- 
tion sought. 

“The number of men on detailed service 
boarding at the Home, the number in tran- 
sition on the morning of the 10th inst., and 
a condensed history of the manner in which 
the institution is conducted, what Govern- 

ment furnishes, and what is done by the 
_ Commission.” 


The statistics desired were given him on, 


a separate paper. My statement may be of 
some interest to you, and, I think, has added 
somewhat to the confidence manifested by 
the! military authorities in our work. 

The Home is inspected by different offi- 
cers, sent by Gen. Sherman, very frequently, 
so far without the first word of complaint, 
and with frequent commendation. 

Very respectfully, 
O. C. BULLARD. 
FF. N. Knapp, 


Superintendent Special Relief. 
New Orueans, Dec. 10, 1864. 
Capt. Brown, A. D. C. 


Srr :—I have the honor herewith to furn- 
ish youa brief history of the “ Soldiers’ 
Home” in this city, its workings and other 
data that may be of value to meet the object 
you have in view. 

The Home was established under Special 
Order 272, Headquarters Department of 
the Gulf, in October, 1863. Chaplain E. 
Nute, of the First Kansas Volunteers, was 
appointed Superintendent by Major- -Gene- 
ral Banks under that order. Mr. Nute-was 
at the time acting as an Agent of the Wes- 
tern Sanitary Commission, having been de- 
tailed by General Grant to the service of 





that Commission in organizing similar work 
along the Mississippi River. 

The Western Commission were in a de- 
gree responsible for the management of the 
Home at first. 

During the winter, a transfer of the pa- 
tronage or care of the Home, was made to 
the U. 8. Sanitary Commission. In Febru- 
ary, 1864, Major-General Reynolds, of New 
Orleans, appointed an Agent of the U.S. 
Sanitary Commission, Superintendent un- 
der the supervision of O. C. Bullard, Spe- 
cial Relief Agent of Department of the 
Gulf, since which time the Home has been 
conducted by the Commission on the fol- 
lowing general principles. 

The Government furnishes for the use of 
the Home, the building known as the Plan- 
ters’ Hotel, corner of Magazine and Julia 
streets. 

It also furnishes rations and fi@l based 
upon the morning reports, daily returned 
to Headquarters of Defences. 

These reports give the number at the 
Home, under the several classes of fur- 
loughed, discharged, for duty, (or those in 
transitu, including all the men received on 
orders from the proper officers), paroled 
prisoners, detailed soldiers, 7. e. orderlies, 
&c., who are regular boarders at the Home, 
(received only on orders from Headquar- 
ters of Defences), and civil employees, 2. e. 
those employed in the Home and paid by 
the Commission. 

The Sanitary Commission hires three 
adjoining buildings and lots. No. 94 Julia 
street.is used for a baggage room and lodg- 
ings for the detailed men; No. 96 Julia 
street contains the office of the Special, Re- 
lief Agent and Pension Agent, the'rear of the 
building being used as lodgings for colored 
soldiers and the colored help, with laundry 
arrangements on the lower floor; buildings 
and lots on Magazine street adjoining the 
Planters’ Hofel are used for storeage, wood 
yard, &e. 

The Sanitary Commission has also pro- 
vided iron bedsteads, comfortably furnished 
with bedding; all the necessary kitchen, 
table and laundry utensils; and the fixtures 
for heating not belonging to the building. 

Tt furnishes the gas, a surgeon for daily 
attendance on the sick, the services of su- 
perintendent, matron, two female nurses, 
night watchman, and from twelve to fifteen 
male and-female employees. 

The working force is necessarily consider- 
able. The cooking, washing, aoe ap 
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chamber work, preparation of fuel, &c., in- 
cident to such an establishment, (if neatly 
and perfectly conducted) will explain this 
point. | 

The common table is furnished to a con- 
siderable extent with vegetables, dried fruit, 
pickles, &c., in addition to Government ra- 
tions. Thereis a comfortable hospital ward 
for all that need medical attendance, or who 
are too feeble to go to the common table, or 
sit up through the day. 

Food suitable for the respective cases is 
served to the inmates of the hospital in the 
ward by the. nurses in attendance. 

They are kindly cared for, and such 
medicines and stimulants administered as 
the Surgeon may direct. 

A. few days rest, with good nursing and 
change of diet, often saves the lives of feeble 
men, wi have before them the long journey 
to their homes. 

Seven men are daily detailed from the 
First New Orleans Regiment, who act as 
guard at the Home and at the Government 
buildings on the opposite corner. 

Respectfully submitted, 


O. C. BULLARD, 
Special Relief Agent, : 
U. S. San. Com., New Orleans. 


« 


RELIEF TO PRISONERS. 
BY H. TONE. 
Vioxspura, Miss., April 6, 1865. 
Dr. J. S. NEWBERRY. 
Secretary West. Dept., U. S. San. Com. 

Dear Str :—I am happy to be able to 
report that we are making excellent pro- 
gress in our work with the prisoners here. 
I am now issuing daily from forty to fifty 
barrels of potatoes to the men in camp, 
(numbering about 4,200), with an occa- 
sional additional issue of kraut. The men 
have all received new clothes, are drawing 
good rations, and if they could only hear 
from home and get plenty of tobacco they 
would be perfectly happy. They have been 
furnished with considerable quantities of 
paper and pens, both by private individuals 
and the various Commissions, but heretofore 
have had go little ink that much of the sup- 
sply could not be used. ‘To day I procured 
material and manufactured abott two gal- 
lons, which I carried to camp in pint bot- 
tles and divided so as to make it go as far 
as possible. To-morrow I shall prepare 
more, and | hope that hereafter no soldier 
will be prevented from writing home by 


want of ink. 
\ 
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The citizens here have done nobly. Seve- 
ral of them, foremost among whom were 
Capt. Greeley and Mr. Foster, have devoted 
almost their entire time to the matter, col- 
lecting funds, purchasing and distributing 
eoods. They expended several thousand 
dollars for tobacco, towels, combs, shears, 
razors, paper and envelopes. _ pate 

Here let me urge again the necessity of 
sending large quantities of tobacco. The 
number of people who use the . weed, is as 
astonishing as the almost uncontrollable 
appetite they acquire for it. Men may be 
filthy, ragged, buttonless, and in-a very 
miserable condition every way ; and yet a 
“comfort bag” containing towel, soap, but- 
tons, needle and thread and a comb, Will 
not be half as warmly welcomed as a piece 
of tobacco. The few pounds that I had, 
(120), although cut into very small pieces, 
and made to go as far as possible, have 
brought more thanks and created a greater 
sensation than all the potatoes I have is- 
sued. 

I have made arrangements to procure a 
list of all the men now here, and also, as 
far as possible, the names of those who died 
at Andersonville and Cahawba. 


Enclosed please find a copy of a commu- ~ 
nication which I addressed to Gen. Morgan 
L. Smith, with reference. to establishing a 
feeding station at Black River, with the en- 
dorsement theron by Capt. Fisk, A. A. G. 

He also gave me a note to Major Miller, 
commanding the camp, requesting him to. 
do all in his power to assist in carrying out. 
the object of my mission. ‘The articles de- 
sired have been procured, aud Mr. Johnston 
will be on the ground, ready to work, to- 
morrow. ‘The remainder of the prisoners, — 
being nearly all men who are unable to 
walk, will be greatly benefitted by such a 
station. 

Two days ago the train took out a car- 
load of rebel prisoners and brought back a 
Joad of our men. ‘The contrast in the physi- 
cal condition of the two squads of men was 
very striking. The rebels were fat and 
hearty, well clothed, carrying large rolls of 
blankets, and loaded down with bread and 
meat. Our own men were so feeble that 
they had to be taken from the ears to the 
hospital in ambulances, were ragged beyond 
decency, had not a blanket or a crumb of 
food in the squad, and some were almost in 
a dying condition. To-day 190 more ar- 


‘|rived, and these were in even a worse con- 


‘dition. While they were at the depot we 
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gave them milk-punch and crackers and 
wine, and it was enough to make one weep 
to hear the’fervent expressions of “thanks, 
thanks,’ coming up from throats too weak 
to utter more. One died while we were 
feeding them. Poor fellow, he had lived 
to endure all the sufferings the rebels could 
impose upon him, only to die upon the 
threshold of his home at last. 


. Vickspurea, April 3, 1865. 

Gen. M. L. Smirn, Commanding. 

! The Sanitary Commission propose, with 
your consent and assistance, to establish a 
feeding station at Black River Bridge for 
the benefit of prisoners in transit. "We have 
among our stores, extract of beef for making 
soup, milk, cups, dippers, &c.; and we have 
here a man who had two months’ experi- 
ence in feeding the wounded at Resaca, 
Ga. We have also ale, spirits, tea and soft 
crackers for*the sick. 


If this proposal meets with your appro-— 


val, we would respectfully ask for the fol- 
lowing articles, to be returned when no 
longer needed for this purpose, or paid for 
by the Sanitary Commission: Two tents 
and one fly, or one tarpaulin, one dozen 
large camp kettles, half dozen wooden buck- 
ets, and two axes. Also an order for pro. 
curimy from the Commissary the necessary 
hard bread, coffee and sugar; and four de- 
tailed men. — | 
Respectfully, H. Tons, 
Agent U. S.San. Com. 
_ This arrangement is most heartily ap- 
proved. 
By te of Brig. Gen. Smith. 
A. C. Fisk, 


A A. G. 
Vicxspure, Miss., April 9, 1865. 


It is now pretty well settled that not more 
than a hundred more prisoners will be de- 
livered here, communication between this 
place and Andersonville having been ef- 
fectually severed. 

I do not know the exact number already 
delivered, but think it will not exceed 5,000, 
so that in shipping goods for the prisoners 
here, calculation need be made for no more 
than that number. We are issuing daily 
one barrel of potatoes to each hundred meng 
and have enough on hand to continue at 
the same rate for two weeks. We have also 
made two issues of kraut since I came here, 
and have remaining enough for two or three 
more. Of hospital stores we have, I think, 
plenty of everything except fruits; of 


these we have none. , The fifteen barrels 
sent on the Atlantic would be of great ser- 
vice here. 

Sickness is on the increase among the 
prisoners. The change from starvation to 
luxurious diet, (for many of the soldiers say, 
they have never fared so well before since 
they enlisted), has been more than their 
emaciated frames would bear. | 

I saw two ladies yesterday just from Sel- 
ma. They report that Selma was captured 
and burned by 1,800 cavalry, one week ago 
to-day. The small number sent there would 
seem to imply that Gen. Wilson is sweep- 
ing over a wide space of country on his 
march, — 

A rebel surgeon here informs me that 
there were only about 2,500 men left at An- 
dersonville, and these were men unable to 
march. He says the only way left the re- 
bels to deliver them now, is to ship them 
at Fort Gaines, a little village on the Chat- 
tahoochie, and send them by water to the 
Gulf, or cross the break in the road made 
by Gen. Wilson, in ambulances, and deliver 
them here, and the latter he thinks entirely 
impracticable. 

xchange is going on slowly, probably 
fifty men having been exchanged since I 
came here. 

The prisoners have all been supplied with 
new clothing, but as they have no change, 
and we have enough for this purpose, I in- 
tend to. issue shirts and drawers. to all the 
men in camp to-morrow or next day. 

Besides doing our regular sanitary work, 
I have been trying to fill a niche which 
could not be reached in any other way. For 
instance, all the Commissions were issuing 
largely of paper and pens but very-little ink. 
So we turned our attention to the manufac- 
ture of ink, of which we have issued several 
gallons. One hospital had a large cooking 
range but no boiler, so we had one made 
suitable for making coffee. Another hada 
large stove and plenty of pipe except a pe- 
culiarly shaped. ptece connecting the two. 
This also we procured. In this way I have 
expended some $30, but [am sure it was 
well invested. 

Mrs. Harvey has just returned from New 
Orleans. Mrs. Monroe arrived here several 
days since, and is making herself useful at 
the Barracks Hospital. Dr. Woodward and _ 
his wife reached here last night. 

The steamer D. A. Janway has just ar- 
rived, and will relieve us of quite a num- 
ber of the sick. 
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VicxsBurG, April 12, 1865. 

_ Dear S1r :—Colonel Watts, the Confed- 
erate Commissioner of Exchange, told, Mr. 
Johnston to-day that he was expecting an 
order from the rebel authorities declaring 
all the prisoners now here exchanged, and 
to deliver them to the Federal authorities. 
There are some still coming in, but they 
are from General Smith’s army near Mobile, 
and from General Wilson’s cavalry force, 
and have been prisoner’s only ten or twelve 
days. They were started for Anderson- 
ville, but, finding that Selma was in our 
possession, their. destination was changed to 
this place. ‘There is a rumor that the re- 
mainder of the Andersonville prisoners are 
to be delivered at some place in Florida, 
Pensacola, I believe. As soon as General 
Wilson’s cavalry force has gone beyond the 
line of road, they may resume delivering here, 
but it is hardly probable, if all accounts of 
the destruction which he has created on his 
march be true. 

I have not issued shirts and drawers, as 
I proposed to do in my last letter, for the 
reason that, on going to camp on Monday 
to make necessary arrangements, I found 
the quartermaster already issuing a second 
suit of underclothing. 4) 

Mrs. Monroe is at the barracks hospital. 
At this place they are laboring under very 
great.disadvantages. The famished patients 
eat their full ration and still have not enough, 
and not a dollar of fund can be saved. The 
buildings are old barracks without any con- 
veniences for hospital accommodations; and, 
as the whole establishment was extempor- 
ized, they are working in a very primitive 
way. They have but one cooking-range for 
the three hundred patients and all the at- 
tendants. This is fully occupied in cooking 
the regular ration, so that there is no pro- 
vision whatever for light diet. The Medi- 
cal Purveyor has no stoves or ranges, and, 
as the case is so urgent, I have purchased a 
second-hand range for Mrs. Monroe, and 
am fitting her up a kind of light-diet. de- 
partment. This range will be returned to 
us when the hospital is broken up. * * 

We have received four small shipments of 
goods since I arrived; one from Cincinnati, 
one from Memphis, and two from Cairo. 

I think we have plenty of everything 
except tobacco, paper, and fruit for the hos- 
pitals. The Western Commission brought 
down upwards of a thousand pounds of to- 
bacce, but even that will not last long. 
Still whatever reaches here in time must be 


‘heard here. 
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very soon on the way, as itis not expected . 
the prisoners will remain long. 

The steamer Janway did not take a load 
here, but went on to New Orleans. 


VicxsBurG, April 16, 1865. 


General Smith has just issued an order 
recalling all the prisoners who had been de- 
tailed or received passes to remain in town, 
and the order states that they.are to be im- 
mediately parolled and sent north. * ** 

The prisoners will not begin to leave here | 
within three days, and it will be at least a 
week or ten days before the camp will be 
broken. up. Whatever stores are now on 
the way will have ample time to reach here 
and be distributed; but there will not be 
time for anything more, nor do I think any- 
thing more will be needed. The men have 
been) abundantly supplied with everything, 
and they are the most grateful men I ever 


,saw. I never heard so much cheering for 


the Sanitary Commission before as I have 
The Agents have been to the 
camp so often that we are well known now, 
and our appearance on the platform of the 
cars is the signal for a crowd to gather about: 
us and ask, ‘Well, what have you got for 
us to-day?” The answer is, ‘Paper and 
envelopes, tobacco and pipes, needles and 
thread, or combs, towels, razors, and scis- 
sors,” as the case may be. And then comes — 
the expression, “‘ Bully for that! it is just 
what we want.” In issuing. such articles, 
we visit every tent, leaving at each one a _ 
certain quantity, so that the whole is equally - 
divided. Potatoes and kraut we deliver to 
the Commissary and have isfled with the 

rations. Since my last report, I have re- 

ceived and issued the goods sent on the 

steamer Auth, and have received notice of 
still more on the way, which will be here 

to-morrow. There are two hospital boats here, 

the Baltic andthe R. C. Wood. .The Baltic 

has taken on board three hundred and fifty 

sick, and leaves for St. Louis to-night. 

State Agents are beginning to come in 
with their little stocks of stores, sent to 
“our State” troops exclusively. I confess 
that it gives me great pleasure to state that 
all the men have been liberally supplied 
with the very things they are bringing. 

A few prisoners are still coming in, but 
they are from General Wilson’s command, 
and are not suffering, having been prisoners 
only a few days. I meet some of the same 
men to whom I issued, six weeks ago, at 
Kastport. 
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LETTER FROM NASHVILLE, TENN. 
BY E. L. JONES. 
‘Nasuvinuz, April 15, 1865. 
Dr. J. S. NEwBerRy, Sec’ry. 

‘Dear Srr:—I enclose my report for 
week ending this evening. — 

I have sent forward all my kraut and 
pickles, and need a supply for distribution 
here. We could use some canned fruit to 
excellent advantage. Have not had a can 
-except tomatoes for nearly a month. We 
need all the articles of bedding mentioned 
in former letters. Rags too, and dried beef. 
We ought to have some good whisky right 
away. We have only one or two boxes left, 
and that is about the only stimulant we keep. 
The lemons received are good. Oranges 
are asked for, and: cordials are very much 
wanted and wines. 

Qur issues have been much lighter this 
week than usual. I have contracted them 
with.the view of more fully and promptly 
relieving the wants of the large army in the 
mountains beyond Knoxville, as advised by 
Medical Director Cooper. 

_I have shipped nothing this week except 
a small invoice by Medical Inspector Ham- 
lin on his special train, as the bridges have 
not yet been repaired. I have 400 barrels 
of potatoes which I shall forward so soon as 
the road is open, say middle of next week, 
and some dry goods. » 

No receipts this week except from Louis- 
ville. . 

The dreadful news from Washington has 
taken the vim out of all of us here to-day. 
- Yours very truly; H. L. Jones. 

Please send us half adozen boxes more of 
that brandy. We have good places for 
some more of it. 


KNOXVILLE, TENN. 
BY CHARLES SEYMOUR. 
KNOXVILLE, April 20, 1865. 


Dr. J. S. NEWBERRY, 
Secretary West’n. Dept., U. S. San. Com. 


, Dwar Sir :—Though you are, doubtless, 


aware of the important changes now in pro- 
gress in this department, I wish to inform 
you of the relation of the Sanitary Commis- 
sion to them. I came here just after the 
departure of Stoneman’s and Tillson’s di- 
visions, and just as the 4th Army Corps 
arrived. I found the troops in great need 
of supplies. Many of the men had not 
tasted vegetables of any description since 
the distribution of onions by the Sanitary 
‘ 
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Commission, last January. I had just time 
to arrange matters around Knoxville, when 
Dr, Starr arrived and took charge of the dis- 
tribution of the supplies for the troops at the 
front. Owing to the difficulty of transport-_ 
ing vegetables to troops ata distance from 
the railroad, there were no stores of any 
consequence issued until last week, when 
more than a thousand bushels of potatoes 
and three thousand five hundred gallons of 
pickles and kraut were distributed to three 
divisions ‘of the 4th Corps; in the opinion 
of their surgeons an ample supply for ‘the 
present. ‘Two hundred and fiftg@Parrels of 
potatoes and forty of pickles Gert of 
for the division under General Tillson, 
whom we expect to reach in the course of 
three or four days. I have been afforded 
all the information that I could desire by 
the officers in command of the troops, and 
all that could be done has been done for us 
by the men in charge of the railroad. 

The issues from the store have been as 
large as the supplies permitted. Troops © 
specially unhealthy, and those about to 
leave for the front, have been supplied with 
vegetables for both sick and well. J 4// the 
troops in this vicinity have been supplied 
with stores sufficient for the immediate use 
of the sick. The call for these stores was 
very urgent. Many men were sent to the 
crowded hospitals, whom a single meal of 
food different from that which their stomach 
loathed, would have returned to duty. Some 
large issues have been made to hospitals, but 
most of the surgeons in charge of hospitals 
have been very energetic in providing 
for themselves. It often happens, however, 
that I am able to supply some little but im- 
portant want. I had this morning the 
pleasure of giving some lemons to a father, 
whose son, very ill in the officers’ hospital, 
had an invalid’s craving for a fresh lemon. 
While the supply of handkerchiefs and 
towels lasted, they were issued, at the rate 
of twenty-five a day. Shirts have been is- 
sued very sparingly, only to the needy and ° 
deserving, with an average issue of some 
half dozen a day. ‘The calls for paper and 
envelopes, answered by a little package con- 
taining three sheets of paper and the same 
number of envelopes, average about forty a 
day. Before this reaches you most if not 
all of the 4th Corps will be at Nashville. 

Aside from Stoneman’s cavalry, which [ 
presume will look out for itself, there will 
be left dependent upon this post.only some’ 
men. The soldiers’ gardens about 
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Knoxville will supply the troops here very 
soon, though I am sorry that the largest 
here is so far behind the others in the mat- 
ter of an early supply. 7 


s 


RATHER REMARKABLE. 
The following has been sent us for pub- 
lication : 
A QUESTION FOR THE SANITARY COM- 
MISSION. 


To the Editor of the Boston Journal : 


A: fact has just come to our notice, which 
suggestg—an inquiry. The fact is this: The 
son of i. Samuel Rankin of the adjoining 
town @*: Wells, Me., was a soldier in the 
army, and while sick in the hospital re- 
ceived a blanket from the Sanitary Com- 
mission. Not recovering, he was sent home 
a few weeks ago, and died shortly after of 
the disease contracted while in the service. 
Soon after his death there came to the fa- 
ther a bill from the Sanitary Commission for 
three or four dollars for the blanket which 
it had furnished to the dying soldier in the 
hospital, which bill the father paid. Now 
what we want to know is this: Are the 
sicktgnd wounded soldiers and their afflicted 
friends charged for the shirts, blankets, 
socks, &c., which they receive through this 
organization ? K.H. F. 

Kennebunk, Me., March 30. 

The above ‘ Question” appeared in the 
Boston Journal of the date of April 5, 1860. 
It appeared without editorial note or com- 
ment, and the responsibility for its truth or 
falsity must fall upon the author, Rev. F. 
E: Fellows, pastor of the Second Congrega- 
tional Church, Kennebunk, Maine. 

The revered gentleman is very positive 
in his assertions. Avoiding the cloak of 
probabilities, he stands boldly forth and 
makes his libelous statements as facts. ‘‘ A 
fact has come to our notice.” “ Lhe fact is 
this, &e.” 


Now, Mr. Fellows might have easily as- 
certained, as we have, the truth of these 
statements had he been so inclined. Mr. 
Rankin, the father upon whom this alleged 
swindle was perpetrated, lives but a short 
distance from the reverend gentleman, as 
he himself states, ‘‘in the adjoining town of 
Wells, Maine;’’ and he would doubtless have 
been as ready to oblige the author as he 
was the subject of that libel bya plain 
statement of facts. ! 

Mr. Rankin’s own evidence as to the truth 
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of the matters mentioned in the article of 
Mr. Fellows, as given in a “ Reply” to the 
“Question,” published in the Boston Tran- 
script of November 11, is briefly as fol- 
lows : 


Union armies, was sick and in hospital at 
Point of Rocks, Va. While there, Wm. 
Newbert, another soldier, of Co. I, 8th 
Maine Vols., sold, as he claimed, to young 
Rankin a blanket. For this blanket the 


_ father, after the death of his son, was called 
upon to, and did pay, but to Mr. Newbert, | 
the soldier who sold the article, and-to him © 


only. The Sanitary Commission is not al- 
luded to in the whole transaction, except in 
a letter from Mr. Woodman, a friend of 
young Rankin, through whom the payment 
for the blanket was made, who says, ‘I 
have wondered that your son should buy a 
blanket of him, Newbert, when there were 
Christian and Sanitary Commissions at the 
hospitals, who are supposed to furnish such 
articles for the comfort of sick soldiers.” 

The whole transaction is simply one be- 
tween two soldiers; the one, Newbert, 
selling his blanket to the other, Rankin. 

Now if the ‘‘ Question” of the Reverend 
F. E. Fellows, of Kennebunk, Maine, has 
been answered, we would like, as we are 
both Yankees, to ask him one in turn. 
It is this: Are Reverend and Christian 
gentlemen to be allowed deliberately to 
write and procure to be published, libelous 
articles such as this, and then screen them- 
selves behind the veil of silence ? 

‘This Reverend and Christian gentleman 

has been called upon for his authority for the 
statements put forth as ‘ facts,’’ but he fails 


utterly to return a word of reply to that re- — 
quest. It has been wellsaid that speech issil-. 


ver, but silence golden. Are we not justified 
in considering this silence as a golden proof 
that not even the plea of ignorance remains 
to this Reverend and Christian gentleman. 

We append the written proofs of the 
truth of our version of this rather remarka- 
ble story. - j 


From Letters of A. WoopMAN to SAMUEL RANKIN. 


““T have received a letter from Mr. New- 
bert respecting a blanket, which I send you. 
As I know nothing about the matter, I have 
not felt authorized to send him the money 
without orders from you. If you want me 
to pay Mr. Newbert, you cansend the Gov- 
ernment price, $3 60 to me, and I will see 
that it is forwarded.” | 


The son of Mr. Rankin, a soldier in the 3 


¥ 
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In another letter he says: ‘A few days 
since Mr. Newbert came to my regiment to 
seeme. He said, if you, (Mr. Rankin) were 
able, or in good circumstances, he would 
wantéhis pay for the blanket, but if you 
were not in fair circumstances he did not 
wish for the money. He made some inqui- 
ries, but as Sargeant Larrabee informed me 
that you are both able and willing to pay the 
bill, I have settled the same with Mr. New- 
bert, and willsend you receipt inthis. He 
concluded to take three dollars, ($3 00). 
cannot tell whether the bill is just or not, 
and have to take Mr. Newbert’s word for it. 
{ have wondered that your son should buy 
a blanket of him when there were Christian 
and Sanitary Commissions at the hospitals 
who are supposed to furnish such articles 
for the comfort of sick soldiers. 
(Signed) “A. WooDMAN’.’ 
RECEIPT. 
Camp 8TH Maine VOLs., 
Sprine Hint, Va., April 24,1865. \ 
Received by the hand of Alexander 
Woodman three dollars in full on Daniel 
Rankin’s account for one woolen blanket 
sold him whilg in hospital at Point of 
- Rocks, Va. Wo. NEWBERT, 
Co. I, 8th Maine Vols. 
The above is a true copy. 
_ SAMUEL RANKIN. 


LETTER FROM DR. BELLOWS, 
New York, April 26, 1865. 
To the Editor of the S. C. Bulletin ; 

Dear Sir :—I find that the precise lan- 
guage I used in acknowledging the receipt 
of the magnificent contribution paid by one 
check into our Treasury, by the Treasurer 
of the Great Central Fair, has been misun- 
derstood. I stated that it ($1,035,398.95, 
was the largest ever made ‘‘in one sum” to 
our Treasury. This has been objected to, as 
if I had said it was the largest ever received 
JSrom one source; a different proposition. 

The contributions at various times for- 
warded from San Francisco and our Cali- 
fornia Branch, and which are credited to 
one source,—not including Oregon ($75,- 
597 56), or Nevada ($99,512 46), or Wash- 
ington Territory ($20,753 92),—reckon up, 
at this date, to $1,199,675 51. 

The net product of the Metropolitan Fair 
(New York), of which the largest payment 
(May 17, 1864) was one million dollars, has, 
in nine separate installments, run up, at this 
date, to $1,184,146 72; so that the Me- 
tropolis is considerably ahead of the Quaker 


Vou. I. No. 38 76 
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City in the total amount accruing from ™s 
great Fair. , 

Justice seemed to require this explana- 
tion of what was intended to be taken with 
literal exactness, but which is manifestly 
liable to be interpreted into a claim which 
was not set up for the Central Fair, 7. e. a 
claim of having yielded a greater total re- 
sult, and not merely of having made the 
largest payment 7m one sum ever made into 
our Treasury. 

Very truly yours, 


Henry W. Betiows, 
President. 


WHAT REMAINS. 
So earnest and faithful have the women 


| of the country been since the commence- 


ment of the war, that now they begin to 
feel the reaction consequent upon its sud- 
den cessation. But there still remains an 
important work, which nobody can do so 
easily or so well, as the thousands of earnest 
women who are still an organized power for 
good in the land. 

The Confederacy is conquered, our army 
is coming home, and the prince of rebeldom 
(captured in skirts) has made his summer 
tour towards Washington. 

The army that has conquered the rebel- 
lion, went away from our Northern and 
Western Homes, to do this noble work, 
with the prayers and sympathies of all loyal 
people. They were followed to camp, field, 
and hospital by the good wishes not only, | 
but the active benevolence of the people. 

As they return from camp, field, and hos- 
pital, it is meet that the people should wel- 
come them with the same benevolent spirit 
which has animated all loyal hearts from 
the beginning. 

As the hills of New England, the prai- 
ries of the great West, and the broad fields 
of the Middle States, have joined their pro- 
ducts to the vast interests of all the me- 
chanical industries and professions, as well as 
commercial and mercantile, in gifts of the 
people, to equip and sustain the army, so is 
it meet that, on the return of that army, 
every interest in society should be identified 
in the re-adjustment of our scores of thou- 
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sands of soldiers to their former civil rela- 
tions, with as little delay and inconvenience 
to the men who have conquered our peace 
as may be possible. This is a great work. 
It is new to us all, but no more so than the 
war was in ’61; and we shall find that we 
can render important aid on the homeward 
march, just as naturally and successfully as 
we did when our brave men left us. 

The machinery of the Commission is still 
in good working order, and only needs to 
pe contracted in some directions and ex- 
tended in others. Our work belongs to the 
army. As the army leaves the field, so 
must we. As it marches homeward, we 
must march with it, establishing transient 
homes, temporary lodges, and such flying re- 
Hef’ as circumstances and conditioys demand. 

In the field, we were always in the rear 
‘of the advancing army; as the army returns 
it finds us inthe advance. The stations that 
were established, for example, at Richmond 
and Petersburg, as thearmy moved into those 
cities and occupied them, are still there 
with supplies for the needs of the vast forces 
that have since moved from farther south 
toward home. So also the ample provision 
established at Alexandria and Washington 
by the Commission for the great army that 


is encamped near that city, and is still 


gathering in ‘‘from near and from far,” is 
another evidence of the foresight and care 
of the Commission. Hxtra arrangements 
have been made also in Philadelphia and 
New York in the east, and other centres 
in the west, from which the forees will 
scatter into smaller companies and groups, 
as they radiate to the remotest boundaries 
of our territory. What has been done by 
the Commission on a large scale in cities, to 


meet large numbers, will be done on a, 


smaller scale in small places, to meet the 
few and even single individuals, who will 
return with their scars and trophies, to 
make their welcome all the more hearty. 
So far then as the Commission is repre- 
sented in the towns, villages, and rural dis- 
tricts, by societies of earnest women, who 


have been meeting week after week to do 
something in this good cause, so far will 
these societies continue to represent the 
Commission in the extension of sympathy, 
advice and counsel to our ‘home-coming 
troops. 

So eager will they be to reach their homes 
that they will leave unadjusted their claims 
for pay, pensions, &c., confiding in the people 
to counsel and assist them. Anticipating the 
great amount of work to be done in this di- 
rection, the Commission is extending its 
claim offices all over the land. In all the 
important centres in the several states there 
will be agencies established for attention 
to these varied interests of the returned sol- 
dier, and of those families of soldiers who 
will never,—never return. Let the women 
of the country still retain their associations 
—meet together and talk over the cases of 
the men who shall come into their towns 
and neighborhoods, and see to it that they are 
kept out of the hands of sharpers who may 
otherwise defraud them of a good share of 
their dues, by charging heavy fees for collect- 
ing what’ the Commission will collect with- 


-out charge. Let the widows and orphans of 


soldiers also occupy a large share of sympa- 
thy and aid. Find them out, lead them to 
the claim offices of the Sanitary Commis- . 
sion, where they will be instructed as to 
what is necessary in order to make their 


| claims legal and valid, and then encourage - 


them to trust their cases with the men who 
shall be selected to attend to these import- 
ant interests for them. . 

Claims are not only to be collected, but 


| employment is to be secured for many who 


will find themselves without sufficient means 
of support. Who so suitable to advise and 
assist, as women who. have made it their life 
and joy for years past to sympathize with 
soldiers ? 

If every city, county, town, village and 
country society should constitute itself an 
Intelligence Association, and its rooms be 
opened as intelligence offices, with books for 
the registry of the names and qualifications 





of applicants for situations as mechanics, or 
farmers or laborers, the re-institution of the 
army in peaceful pursuits would be facili- 
tated not only, but established upon a basis 
that would do much toward securing per- 
manent unity and fraternity throughout our 
borders. | 

This kind of sympathetic and yet prac- 
tical relation of the soldiers and their fam- 
ilies to the people among whom they may 
live, being the outgrowth of an interest 
which the labor of years in time of war has 
developed, seems to be so natural, that it 
scarcely needs more than a suggestion to 
secure its continuance. Let it claim con- 
sideration. 

State agencies should also be enlisted in 
this unifying and federalizing process. 
While claim offices established by States 
are doing the same kind of work that the 
Commission agents are doing, it does not 
seem necessary that there should be any 
division of interest or clashing of work. 

This terrible war, now brought to a con- 
clusion so suddenly, and with such over- 
whelming victory for the right, has been a 
war for the establishment of unity and 
brotherhood. State lines have been, for 
the time forgotten. Geographical bounda- 
ries between larger sections have been ob- 
literated, and our army comes back to us as 
the Army of the Union. KHvery soldier is 
a United States soldier; his pay comes to 
him from the United States Treasury; his 
name will be remembered by his children, 
after he shall have gone to his rest, not only 
as their father, but as a veteran in the cause 
of liberty under the flag of the Union. 
How fitting, then, that he’should reach his 
civil and social status again through the 
channels by which he found his way to the 
field. The women of his town helped him 
to go from his home, and his state as a 
Union soldier; so they should help him, as 
he comes back again, to collect his claims 
upon the Government he has sustained, 
through a channel that runs as wide and 
deep as the Union itself. 
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THE SPIRIT OF THE COMMISSION. 

We are glad to insert the following eir- 
cular to the Branches and Aid Societies. 
It comes with peculiar force to us, as the 
embodiment of the very ideas and thoughts 
contained in the preceding article, and we 
have no doubt that the same feelings and 
impulses have moved in the minds and 
hearts of our friends all through the land. 

The spirit of the Commission is surely 
not only alive, but enlivened with the fresh 
inspiration of a new field and a new work. 
A new mode of administration also seems 
to be called for in the exigency into which 
we have naturally fallen. Jet it. be en- 
couraged and stimulated everywhere. In. 
the former work of the Commission that is 
written so vividly on the successive pages 
of the last four years of war, there is an 
evident spirit of earnest Christian devotion 
to the cause of our country and our soldiers, 
which has come from a deep and pure 
fountain, so steady and unostentatious in 
its flow, that its strength has not been felt 


-as it deserved, amid the mighty achieve- 


ments of warriors, and the busy parade of 
self-seeking devotees at the shrine of fame. 
But now that the warrior is érowned with 
victory, and the little, yet tumultuous 
streams that have rippled along the surface 
are subsiding, the Sanitary Commission, 
still living in the hearts of the people, and 
deriving its strength from the source of All 
Might, is entering upon a new “ campaign” 
for humanity, that shall add to the already 
accumulated testimonials of the expansive 
wisdom and benevolence of those who con- 
ceive its plans, and of the people who 
cherish and execute them. ‘The stream 
must flow on. 


BRANCHES AND AID SOCIETIES. 
U. 8. Sanitary CoMMISSION, 
CENTRAL OFFICE, 
Wasurneton, D. C., May 15, 1865. 
To the Branches and Soldiers’ Aid Societies 
tributary to the United States Sauttary 
Commission: 
At the late quarterly session of the Board 
of the U. S, Sanitary Commission, held at 
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Washington, April 18-21, the President 
and General Secretary were requested to 
prepare an address to the various Branches 


and Aid Societies co-operating with the: 


Commission, and awaiting instructions from 
the Commission as t» their present and 
future duty. ny" 

Since that period such rapid changes 

have occurred in the military situation, af- 
fecting so materially the work of the Com- 
mission, that it has been impossible, until 
now, to arrive at a satisfactory conclusion 
as to the probable demands to be made 
upon us. 
_ While our work in the field is rapidly 
drawing to a close, there remains much to 
be done by the Commission within the ap- 
preaching two months for the relief and 
coinfort of our armies as they return from 
their long marches and exhausting service. 
New depots of supplies have already been 
established at the several points where these 
armies are to rendezvous and encamp pre- 
paratory to their discharge. 

The abandonment of the Post and Base 
Hospitals must increase for the time the 
already large number of patients in Gene- 
ral Hospital, while the necessary aid to be 
extended to the various garrisons during 
the interval preceding the more permanent 
adjustment of the new military status must 
make large drafts upon our resources. The 
supplies new available at our several depots 
are wholly insufficient to meet this final but 
urgent demand upon the Supply Service ; 
and, deeming it important both for the ac- 
tual relief of existing needs and for the con- 
sistent completion of this work of the peo- 
ple, continued now through four successive 
years of faithful co-operation, that our issues 
be not meagre or our care neglectful, we 
call upon our Branches and Aid Societies 
to maintain their usual system and activity 
up to the 4th July next, persevering in 
their work until that time with unabated 
energy, and with an intelligent appreciation 
of the necessity of the case. 

It is confidently anticipated that their 
labors in contributing supplies to the hos- 
pitals and the field may properly terminate 
at that date, unless wholly improbable and 
unexpected events arise to make such con- 
clusion of their work unpatriotic and inhu- 
mane. Timely notice will be given if any 
such necessity occur. 

In the meantime the rapid disbanding of 
our armies and their immediate return to 
their relations in civil life will devolve upon 


. be re-established. 


our Branches and Aid Societies a new and 
important work, to be performed under 
their immediate supervision, and necvssitat- 
ing the maintenance of their organization 
for an indefinite period. The occas on for 
this continued effort grows out of tie fact 
that these returning soldiers, by their mili- 
tary service, have become more or |:ss de- 
tatched from their -previous relativus, as- 
sociations, and pursuits, which are sow to 
Many of these men will 
be not only physically but morally disabled, 
and will exhibit the injurious effccts of 
camp life in a weakened power of self 
guidance and self-restraint, induciny a cer- 
tain kind of indolence, and, for th. time, 
indisposition to take hold of bare work. 
The possession of money in the maj rity of 
cases will increase the inducements tv idle- 
ness and dissipation, as well as the ex posure 
to imposition. To protect the soldi:-y from 
these evils and temptations, natur.!ly re- 
sulting from his previous military }:‘e, is a 
duty which is now owed to him by tie peo- 
ple, as much as was the care exter:led to 
him, through the Commission, whi):- in ac- 
tive service in the field; for we are to re- 
gard the future necessity that may exist for 
help and guidance to returned solit:ers as 
no less a condition incident to the war than 
the wounds and sickness to which the sup- 
ply agencies of the Commission have /:itherto 
so generously ministered. 

In submitting to our Aid Soci ties a 
practical plan of work adapted to those new 
conditions, our object is to sugge » such 
methods as will aid the process b. which 
these men are to resume their natural and 
proper relations in civil life. 

The first and most important mans in 
the accomplishment of this object will be 
found in asystematie provision for +. curing 
suitable occupation to all these m turned 
men, adapted, where necessary, to ie con- 
dition of those partially disabled, thas con- 
stituting each Branch and Aid Si. iety a 
‘Bureau of Information and Employ :nent,” 
by which the light occupations in ali towns, 
and whatever work can be as well dune by 
invalid soldiers as by others, shall be re- 
ligiously given to the men who may have 
incapacitated themselves for rivalry in more 
active and laborious fields of duty by giving 
their limbs, their health, and their blood to 
the nation. 

To this end, and to guard against the 
possibility of imposition, the names of all 
men who have enlisted from each town and 
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city should be obtained and preserved, and | cating with the people, from time to time, 


a record kept that shall gather all facts 
material to the work in hand; which, while 
it will be the means of collecting most use- 
ful information, will, at the same time, con- 
stitute an invaluable contribution to the 
history of the war. Carefully prepared 
forms for this purpose will be furnished from 
the Central Office of the Commission, to 
which monthly returns will be made, and 
where they will be duly tabulated. These 
results will be promptly transmitted each 
month to the several Aid Societies, to fur- 
nish whatever guidance they may for the 
wise prosecution of the work. 

The co-operation of our Aid Societies in 
exten:iing information concerning the vari- 
ous agencies of the Commission for the re- 
lief and aid of discharged soldiers and their 
families will constitute another important 
service which they may render. 

Some of these agencies are of a character 
~ which will not terminate with the disband- 
ing of our armies, but will find their largest 
field of activity and usefulness during the 
year succeeding the close of the war. 

The Commission is rapidly extending its 
system of Claim Agencies to all the prin- 


cipal cities and centres of population through- | 


out the country. Through these agencies 
all claims of soldiers or sailors and their 
families are adjusted with the least possible 
delay and without charge, thus securing to 
the applicants the full amount of the claim 
as allowed, and exemption from the heavy 
tax, and often gross imposition and fraud, 
to which they are subjected by the ordinary 
methods. The evils to which the discharged 
soldier is exposed in the adjustment of 
claims ‘against the Government are of so 
grave a nature that no effort should be 
spared to secure to him the benefits of this 
agency of the Commission’s work. Regard- 
ing the Local Aid Societies as the natural 
guardians of the soldiers and the super- 
visors of the work of the Commission in 
their respective towns or cities, it is desired 
that they will exercise a careful superin- 
tendence of this work, promoting by every 
practicable means its efficiency, and making 
sure that every returned soldier in their 
vicinity and the family of every deceased 
soldier is actually informed of the aid gra- 
tuitously offered them by this agency of 
the Commission. é 

The maintenance of the organization of 
our Aid Societies will preserve to the San- 
itary Commission the means of communi- 
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upon such topics as concern the continued 
welfare of returned soldiers, and especially 
in regard to the more permanent provision 
which it will be necessary to make for dis- 
abled soldiers, incapable of self-support. It 
is the profound conviction of the Sanitary 
Commission, that the peculiar genius and 
beauty of American institutions is to show 
itself in the power which the ordinary civil, 
social, and domestic life of the nation ex- 
hibits to absorb rapidly into itself our vast 
army, and restore to ordinary occupations 
those who have been fighting our battles; 
while the sick and wounded are distributed 
through the country, objects of love, care, 
and restoration, in the several communities 
where they belong, instead of being collected 
in great State and national asylums, objects 
of public ostentation, and subjected to the 
routine, the isolation, and the ennui of an 
exceptional, unfruitful, and unhappy ex- 
istence. Public provision of this latter 
kind, as free from its evil as may be, must 
be made for a certain small class of the 
friendless and the totally disabled; but 
humanity and American feeling demand 
that this class should be reduced to the 
smallest possible number through the zeal 
and friendliness shown towards our return- 
ing invalid soldiers in the towns from which 
they originally came. The Sanitary Com- 
mission will soon lay before its Branches 
and the public, plans for such asylums for 
disabled and discharged soldiers as it may 
be necessary to establish. 

Reserving the expression of our grati- 
tude to our Branches and Soldiers’ Aid 
Societies to a later period, we remain in be- 
half of the Board, 

Yours, faithfully and truly, 
H. W. BELtows, 


President. 
JNO. S. BLATCHFORD, 
General Secretary. 


WIVES AND MOTHERS, 

We give below a little table exhibiting 
the work of one of the Commission’s Homes 
for Wives and Mothers. This is a feature 
of the work that has grown as a necessity 
upon us, and has been met only as a neces- 


sity. It might have been extended almost 


without limit, had the Commission felt war- 
ranted in appropriating any very consider- 
able amount of the people’s contributions 
to such an object; but it could not fail to 
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help the soldiers by helping their wives 
and mothers, whenever they sought it under 
circumstrnces which seemed to demand 
their aid. The amount of special individual 
relief afforded to such, outside of the Homes 
by way of counsel and direction, cannot be 
estimated; but the feeding and lodging at 
one post may be seen in the following table, 
to which we invite special attention. 


REPORTS OF DRS. C. R. AGNEW AND J. C. 
DALTON. 

Preliminary Report of the Operations of 

the U. S. Sanitary Commission in North 

Carolina, March, 1865, and upon the 

Physical Condition of Exchanged Pris- 

oners lately received at Wilmington, N. C. 

New Yorn, April 4, 1865. 
Dr. J. Foster JENKINS, 
General Secretary U. 8. Sanitary Commission. 

DEAR Sirn:—The accompanyin, report, 
marked ‘A,’ from J. C. Dalton, M.D., 
Professor of Physiology and Microscopie 
Anatomy, in the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, New York, will put you in pos- 
session of the leading facts connected with 
our voyage from New York to Wilmington, 
on the Commission’s steamer Chase. 

In obedience to the instructions from the 
Standing Committee of the Commission, 
we left New York on Saturday, March 11, 
at 9 p.M., for Beaufort, North Carolina. 
We arrived there on Tuesday, March 14, 
at 4.30 p.m. I immediately communicated, 
by telegraph, with Dr. Page at Newbern, 
and informed him of our arrival. After 
waiting some hours without reply from Dr. 
Page, who was absent at the front near 
Kinston, where General Schofield was push- 
ing the enemy vigorously, I endeavored to 
secure a landing for such stores as we wished 
to send from the cargo of the Chase to New- 
bern. This I failed to do, from the fact. 
that the only wharf at the terminus of the 
Atlantic and North Carolina Railroad was 
in possession of the Construction Corps, 
and used entirely for the landing of loco- 
motives and other rolling stock. Accord- 
ingly, I chartered the J. H. Maztland, a 
schooner, intending to use her as a store- 
boat. The J. H. Maitland, at thik time, 
had on board coal for the navy, which Cap- 
tain West, in command of the fleet in Beau- 
fort harbor, offered to remove as speedily as 
possible. 
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Two o'clock, Thursday the 16th inst., we 
began tu transfer a portion of our cargo to 
the Maitland, and on Saturday the 18th, at 
half-past eleven, having lightened the Chase 
so as to enable her to pass over Wilmington 
bar, we sailed for Wilmington. | 

On Sunday the 19th, at one o’clock, we 
reached the dock at Wilmington. I imme- 
diately requested Dr. Dalton to make a tho- 
rough visitation of the hospitals, ascertain 
the number of returned prisoners needing 
our services, and also the number of sick 
and wounded from Generals Sherman’s, 
Schofield’s, and Terry’s commands. 

During his absence I waited upon Gene- 
ral J. C. Abbott, the commandant of the 
post, to informshim of our arrival, and ob- 
tain from him facilities for the discharge of 
our cargo. He took a lively interest in our 
mission, and sent me to Captain Lamb, A. 
Q. M., who furnished a detail of fifty men, 
and placed at our disposal a large covered 
wharf, having ready access from the main 
river street and ample space for the storage 
of our entire cargo. Having secured these 
facilities, [ went to the distributing rooms 
of the Commission in the town, and re- 
ported our arrival to Mr. Foster, the de- 
voted and overworked agent of the Com- 
mission in charge of its affairs here. Mr. 
Foster had issued his last supplies the pre- 
vious afternoon, and our arrival, was there- 
fore, most opportune. I may mention, as 
an evidence of the work done by Mr. Foster, 
in attempting to meet the more pressing 
wants of the returned prisoners, previously 
to our arrival, that he had issued, among 
other supplies, two hundred and forty bar- 
rels of milk punch. 

Harly on Monday morning, March 20th, 
we began discharging our cargo, and Dr. 
Dalton returned from his visit of inspection, 
with the report that there were between 
twelve and thirteen hundred returned prison- 
ers in the warehouses and hospitals of Wil- 
mington, and about twenty-six hundred sick 
and wounded men from General Sherman’s 
army and from the commands of Generals 
Schofield and Terry. The corrected returns, 
subsequently received, show that there were 
at that date actually twenty-four hundred 
and seventy-five (2475) returned prisoners. 

Dr. Dalton reported that all these men 
would need woolen clothing and condensed 
food, stimulants, and esculents, and that 
the surgeons, including Dr. Buzzell, the 


ranking medical officer, hailed the advent of“ 
the Sanitary Commission with great joy. [ | 


refer you to Dr. Dalton’s report for informa- 
tion as to the principles which regulated us 
in estimating the amount of food probably 
necessary to secure the largest benetit to the 
sufferers. 

The surgeons in charge of the various 
hospitals began to send in their requisitions 
at an early hour on Monday morning, and 
the issues made upon their requisitions were 
sufficient to clothe and feed every individual 
in the various hospitals and warehouses, and 


| to secure an ample reserve supply of food 


and clothing for two or three weeks to 
come. 

In order to aid Mr. Foster in the per- 
formance of his duties, I instructed him to 
secure the services of two clerks, and [ also 
requested Mr. Hoblit, our able Relief Agent, 
who had accompanied General Sherman from 
Atlanta to Savannah, to make a regular tour 
of the hospitals, and urge upon the surgeons 
the necessity of furnishing the patients as 
large a quantity of tomato soup made from 
beef-stock, of condensed milk, of chocolate, 
onions, and farinaceous food, as in their 
judgment the condition of their patients 
would require. 

I found the surgeons in charge of the va- 
rious hospitals working to the utmost of 
their ability in the care of these needy men. 
Many of them had carried their exertions 
far beyond the limits of prudence, forgetting 
themselves in their desire to do good. Many 
of them were sick, including Dr. Buzzell ;* 
and Dr. Palmer, one of the ablest men in 
the volunteer corps, had worn himself out 
and died, while Dr. Jarvis and others who 
still survived were self-sacrificing in their 
professional ministrations. My experience 
here was in keeping with what I have here- 
tefore seen in the conduct of the medical 
officers in hospitals and on the field; and [ 
think tltat the people do not yet understand 
or appreciate what has been done, and what 
is now doing here and elsewhere every day, 
by the medical staff, to mitigate the suffer- 
ings that inevitably accompany war. 

Having completed the arrangements for 
the discharge of the cargo of the Chase, I 
visited some of the warehouses and hospi- 
tals, to examine into the condition of the » 
returned prisoners. I shall not attempt here 
to picture their fearful condition. 

I congratulate the Commission upon the 
opportunity which was afforded by the pres- 
ence of so distinguished a physivlogist as 


“Dr. Dalton, who could bring to bear his 


* Has since died a martyr to the cause of humanity. 
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powers of analysis and diagnosis, in estab- 
lishing the facts with reference to the causes 
which had reduced these men to their pres- 
ent lamentable condition. Dr. Dalton spent 
Sunday and Monday in visiting the hospi- 
tals containing the returned prisoners, with 
a view of determining whether their condi- 
tion was due to disease, or the consequence 
of starvation and exposure, and for his calm 
and well-digested opinion upon this subject, 
I refer you to his report, heretofore alluded 
to, marked “A.” 

I had several interviews with citizens of 
Wilmington who had seen our prisoners as 
they were brought into the city for ex- 
change, with a view of ascertaining what 
their impressions were, as to the motives 
which influenced the rebel officers in the 
management of squads in their respective 
commands. I found that some of the rebel 
officers in charge of our returned prisoners 


had permitted the citizens to furnish them — 


food, while others had forbidden all access 
to the pens in which the men were quar- 
tered; and one, a rebel captain, having 
charge of about a thousand men, had gone 
with his drawn sword and knocked the food 
from the hands of the famished men, inform- 
ing the citizens who had furnished it, “that 
the best thing that could happen to the 
Yankees was to be starved, and thus expiate 
the crime which they had committed in in- 
vading southern. territory and destroying 
the peace of southern homes.” 

On Tuesday we sailed for Beaufort, tak- 
ing as passengers David B. Adams, M. D., 
late Acting Assistant Surgeon U.S. A., sick 
with typhoid fever, and Henry Hiscocks, 
Captain Battalion G, 1st Missouri Light 
Artillery, who was in a state of confirmed 
phthisis, the consequence of exposure and 
privation during eight months in a Southern 
prison, and Colonel B. S. Pardee, Gonnec- 
ticut State Agent. 

On Wednesday we reached Beaufort har- 
bor, and discharged the balance of our 
freight upon the Maitland, making an is- 
sue of onions and potatoes to the fleet in the 
harbor, as many of the men in the fleet 
had been without any but the scantiest 
supply of vegetables for two or three 
months. 

On Thursday we waited upon General L. 
V. Easton, obtained coal for the Chase, 
made through him an issue of pickles to the 
six hundred men in the quartermaster’s 
squad, and started by rail for Newbern. 

Dr. Page, Inspector of the Commission, 


on duty in North Carolina, joined us at 
Morehead City, and went with us to New- 
bern. At Newbern I examined into the 
working of our relief stations, visited Dr. 
Cowgill, surgeon in charge of the Foster 
Hospital, Dr. Hand the Medical Director, 
and General Palmer, the Commandant of the 
post. I found Dr. Page distributing pota- 
toes and onions and other antiscorbutic food, 
with woolen clothing and other sanitary 
supplies to the needy soldiers in Newbern 
and to such as were sent to the rear from 
the command of General Schofield. 

Messrs. Page and Bowman were absent 
from Newbern, having pushed forward with 
General Schofield in the advance to Kin- 
ston, carrying with them on* the construc- 
tion train two large feeding tents, to meet 
the wants of those who were wounded and 
sent to the rear, in the various skirmishes 
and fights for the possession of the line of 
the road between Newbern and Goldsboro’. 
Dr. Page will report to you in detail the 
operations of the relief corps in connection 
with General Schofield’s advance. Suffice 
it to say that the abundant resources of the 
Commission had been used in such a man- 
ner as to give material aid and comfort to 
some thousands of needy men. 

Dr. Cowgill’s hospital, the Foster, was a 
model of successful organization and admin- 
istration, and I was very much struck with 
the quarters appropriated to the use of the ° 
rebel wounded. ‘These quarters were hos- 
pital tents raised above the ground, upon 
yellow pine underpinning and floors, boun- 
tifully supplied with bedding, attendants, 
food, and medicine, and in every way a 
credit to the professional skill and philan- 
thropy of Dr. Cowgill, and the humanity of 
our Government. I could not avoid indulg- 
ing the comparison between the condition 
of these men under the care of our medical 
officers, and that of our poor fellows who 
had suffered in rebel hospitals and rebel 
prison pens. Nata 

I found that Dr. Page was making prep- 
arations to cultivate his large hospital gar- 
den, amounting to over one hundred acres 
in the suburbs of Newbern, for the benefit 
of men in the hospitals, and the forces ope- 
rating in this vicinity, while all the details 
of his work in other fields of usefulness 
were being attended to with admirable zeal, 
fidelity, and intelligence. . 

Leaving Newbern on Saturday, we passed 
through Pamlico, Croatan, and Albemarle 
Sounds, and the Albemarle and Chesapeake 
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Canal to Norfolk, where I visited Mr. Sher- 
man, the gentleman in charge of the affairs 
of the Commission at this point, and exam- 
ined his store-house, and method of trans- 
acting business, with satisfaction. 

I then visited the lodge of the Commis- 
sion at Portsmouth, opposite Norfolk, which 
is in charge of Mr. Alcock. I found this 
lodge in admirable order. As you are fa- 
miliar with its condition and usefulness 
through the regular reports of Mr. Alcock, 
I shall not enter into details. 

On Monday the 27th, I left Norfolk for 
New York, via Fortress Monroe and Balti- 
more. I cannot express too highly my ob- 
ligations to Dr. Dalton for his able services, 
nor forget to mention those of Messrs. Cobb 
and W. A. Paton, who accompanied us from 
New York, and gave their assistance in 
many of the details of the work. 

Very respectfully yours, 
C. R. AGNEW. 


‘ 


Baty 


Report of J. 0. Danton, M.D., Professor 
of Physiology and Microscopic Anatomy, 
College of Physicians and Surgeons, New 
York. 


The Steamer Chase left’ New York on 
Saturday evening, March 11, for Beaufort 
Harbor and Wilmington, N. C., laden with 
beef-stock, condensed milk, onions, pota- 
toes, pickles, and other similar articles, to- 
gether with an abundance of flannel under- 
clothing and blankets. It was intended to 
discharge the cargo, in whole or in part, at 
either Beaufort Harbor or Wilmington, as 
the necessities of the case might make it 
desirable. It was anticipated that the wants 
of the sick and wounded from General Scho- 
field’s corps, and, possibly, also from Gene- 
ral Sherman’s army, then moving in a north- 
easterly direction on its way from Columbia, 
would be best relieved from the direction of 
Beaufort; while the necessities of our re- 
turned prisoners, recently delivered at Wil- 
mington, would require supplies at the last- 
named point. 

On entering Beaufort Harbor, where the 
steamer arrived on the afternoon of Tuesday 
the 14th, a large number of transports were 
found waiting, partly discharged and partly 
still laden with supplies and material. Gen- 
eral Schofield’s corps, which had been trans- 
ferred by sea from Wilmington to Beaufort, 
had advanced to Newbern and thence, and 
along the line of the railroad, toward Golds- 
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boro’. At the time of our arrival it had 
reached a point within a few miles of Kins- 
ton, where it had come in contact with the 
enemy, and repulsed him after a somewhat 
severe engagement on the 10th and 11th 
instants. The efficient agents of the Com- 
mission were accordingly then at the front, 
doing all in their power to aid in relieving 
the wounded from this engagement; and 
Dr. Agnew soon learned by communications 
from them that their supplies were already 
sufficient for that particular emergency. 
The railroad from Morehead City, in Beau- 
fort Harbor, to Newbern and Kinston was 
then entirely in the hands of a construction 
corps, which was actively engaged in relay- 
ing the track and getting the road in run- 
ning order to the rear of General Schofield’s 
advancing columns, and it was impossible to 
obtain transportation over this road even to 
Newbern, except for material required for 
the construction of the road itself, and sup- 
plies absolutely essential for the subsistence 
of the army. The only other mode of send- 
ing to Newbern was to go round by way of 
Hatteras Inlet and the Neuse River, but 
this could only be done by vessels of much 
lighter draft than the Chase. It was de- 
cided, therefore, to discharge a part of the 
cargo upon a schooner, which could remain 
in Beaufort Harbor as a store-ship, and from * 
which such supplies as were needed at New- 
bern could be sent round from time to time 
on lighters, by way of Hatteras Inlet. The 
remaining and larger portion of the cargo 
was to be taken immediately to Wilmington 
in the Chase, for the use of the returned 
prisoners. ‘These arrangements were com- 

leted by the evening of Friday the 17th. 

y that time we learned that General Scho- 
field had again advanced and had occupied 
Kinston without further opposition. 

On*Saturday, 18th inst., at noon the 
Chase \eft Beaufort Harbor, and arrived off 
the bar at the entrance of Cape Fear River 
before daylight on Sunday, the 19th. At 
11 a.m. she crossed the bar, and came to 
her dock at Wilmington early in the after- 
noon of the same day. 

At Wilmington, we found 3,940 sick and 
wounded men, including the returned pris- 
oners, whose condition was such that they 
were all to be regarded as sick men, and 
urgently in need of comfort and relief. Of 
the whole number to be cared for there were 
about 2,000 sick belonging to the command 


' of General Terry (who had moved directly 


north after the capture of Wilmington, on 
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the line of the Wilmington and Weldon 
Railroad), and about 600 from General 
Sherman’s army, who had been sent down 
the north-western branch of the Cape Fear 
River, a few days previously, from Fayette- 
ville. The remainder consisted of our re- 
turned prisoners, 1250 in number. Cor- 
rected returns, subsequently received, show 
the number of returned prisoners to have 
been twenty-four hundred and seventy-five 
(2,475); making the grand total about 
4,900, who had been delivered by the enemy 
a short distance above the city, at the north- 
eastern branch of the Cape Fear River, since 
our occupation of the town. Of these Gen- 
eral Terry’ssick and wounded were, of course, 
the best provided for, since they had occu- 
pied the town from the date of its capture, 
and felt, more than anything else, the want 
of ambulances and other means of transport- 
ation, which had been necessarily taken with 
the main column on its advance northward. 
Those arriving from General Sherman’s 
command were, many of them, quite desti- 
tute, having been on the march through the 
enemy’s country for about two months, ever 
since the date of General Sherman’s leaving 
Savannah. They needed clothing and food 
as well as rest and medicines. But the 
greatest and most pitiful necessities were 
*among our returned prisoners. No descrip- 
tion can do justice to their miserable condi- 
tion, because nothing but an actual inspec- 
tion of them, in considerable numbers, can 
show that the wretched faces and figures 
that present themselves everywhere are not 
the isolated and exceptional effects of severe 
illness, but the general result of a uniform 
and long-continued process of starvation and 
inisery. There were degrees, of course, in 
which this condition was more or less 
marked. The better cases were walking 
about the streets, perhaps barefooted, or 
with no other clothing than a pair of white 
cotton drawers and an old blanket or over- 
coat, both equally ragged. In these the 
slow, dragging gait, listless manner, and 
cavernous, inexpressive look of the face, 
together with the general emaciation, form- 
ed a peculiar aspect, by which they alone 
attracted the attention of the passer-by, and 
by which they were at once distinguished 
from the other convalescent soldiers. There 
was no occasion to inquire in Wilmington 
which were our returned prisoners; after 
half a day’s experience, any one could dis- 
tinguish them at a glance. Many of them, 
who had strength to erawl about in this 
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manner, were prevented from doing so by 
the want of clothing. Major Randlete, the 
Provost Marshal of Wilmington, told me 
that on one day forty of these men came 
into our lines absolutely as naked as they 
were born. I inquired of a considerable . 
number of them, whom I saw in the hospi- 
tals confined to their beds, naked or with 
only a shirt, and covered with a hospital 
blanket, what had become of their clothing, 
and was told that they had thrown away 
what remained as soon as they could obtain 
shelter, because it was so ragged, filthy, and 
full of vermin. One of them, on being told 
that the Sanitary Commission had sent them 
flannel shirts and drawers, caught at the 
word with a childish eagerness, and repeated 
the good news to his companions, with a 
faint half-imbecile smile, as long as 1 was 
within hearing. With the great majority 
of the feebler ones, personal cleanliness was 
a thing which they appeared to have en- 
tirely forgotten. They no longer retained 
sufficient strength, either of mind or body, 
to appreciate or correct the degradation to 
which months of unavoidable uncleanliness 
had reduced them. In the most extreme 
cases the condition of the mind, as well as, 
the expression of the face, was absolutely 
fatuous, and thé aspect of the patient was 
not that of a strong man reduced by illness, 
but that of an idiotic pauper, who had been 
such from his birth. Nevertheless, several 
of the surgeons informed me that the con- 
dition of the patients had visibly improved 
since their reception, and that 1 could not 
then form an adequate idea of what it was 
when they entered our lines. In that case 
it must have been lamentable beyond de- 
scription. 

The testimony of both men and officers 
was uniform as to the causes of their un- 
natural condition. These causes were, Ist, 
starvation, and, 2d, exposure. Only such 
officers and men as could procure money 
were able to obtain anything like sufficient 
nourishment. Some of them told me that 
during the entire winter they had received. 
absolutely no meat; a pint of corn-meal, 
often with the cob ground in, sometimes: 
with and sometimes without salt, a handful 
of “ cow-peas,” and sometimes sorghum mo-: 
lasses, constituted their usual ration. When 
in hospital, they had only very thin corn- 
meal gruel and a little corn-bread. To the 
debility occasioned by this insufficient food 
was added that resulting from exposure. It 


| was a common thing for a prisoner, Imme- 
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diately on being taken, to be stripped of his 
clothing—shoes, socks, pantaloons, shirts, 
and drawers—and to be left with only an 
old and worn-out pair of drawers and, per- 
haps, an equally worn-out shirt and blanket 
given him in exchange. This robbery of 
clothing was also practiced, more or less, 
upon officers. Even an assistant-surgeon, 
who was captured within four miles of Rich- 
mond, told me that he was robbed of his 
flannel shirt, while standing in front of the 
Libby Prison, and in presence of the rebel 


officer in charge of the squad. This was > 


immediately after his arrival in the city, 
and when he had been, for the three days 
succeeding his capture, entirely without 
food. With the scanty clothing thus left 
them, the men were kept during the winter, 
often without any shelter, excepting such 
as they could contrive to provide by exca- 
vating a sort of rifle-pit in the ground, and 
covering it with old blankets or canvas, as 
their supply of fuel was insufficient, and 
sometimes entirely wanting. Even in the 
hospitals their suffering from cold was very 
great. — : 

One of the most melancholy sights in 
Wilmington was that to be seen at the 
““Geer’’ hospitals. In these hospitals were 
collected all those patients who had lost their 
feet, either wholly or in part, by ffeczing, 
from their exposure during the past winter, 
and this in a well-wooded country. In 
some of them two or three toes only, on 
one or both feet, were gangrened, and in 
process of separating by ulceration; in 
others both feet had entirely separated, and 
and the patients were awaiting the time 
when their general strength and the condi- 
tion of the stump would warrant a findl 
umputation. In many cases the patients 
ascribed this gangrene directly to frostbites 
received on particular occasions; in others 
to their illness from which they were suffer- 
ing—generally fever combined with expo- 
sure. My own impression, derived from 
the result of many inquiries, was that it was 
generally due to a continuous depression of 
the vital energies from starvation and neg- 
lect, resulting gradually in a destruction of 
the life of those parts most exposed to the 

cold and the weather. With all these cases 
awaiting relief, it was impossible that the 
stores brought by the Chase should have 
come at amore opportune period. From 
all the officers in Wilmington, of all grades 





and departments, there was but one expres- | 
sion of gratitude and relief at hearing of our | supplemented, for those patients who were 


arrival, and we could not have asked more 
ready and cordial co-operation than was 
given us at once by all upon whom we de- 
pended for information and assistance. A 
capacious covered dock was at once assigned 
for the discharge and storage of the supplies, 
and an abundant force of negro refugees as- 
signed to the labor of unloading the steamer. 
So rapidly was this work effected that during 
the day, on Monday, supplies were already 
in process of distribution to the various hos- 
pitals, a complete list of which, with the 
number of patients in each, had been pre- 
viously obtained. The covered dock was’ 
used as an issuing office, as well as a store- 
house, and, being very capacious and well- 
lighted, it afforded admirable facilities for 
reaching the various articles as they were 
needed. 

It was found that all the returned pris- 
oners, without exception, and all the men 
recently arrived from General Sherman’s 
army, needed flannel shirts, drawers, and 
blankets; that shirts and drawers were also 
required by all the other sick and wounded 
then in hospital, and blankets by about 
two-thirds of them. Tin plates, cups, knives, 
and forks were also much needed, all of which 
were at once supplied. In order to regulate 
the distribution of food and stimulus to the 
different hospitals, the following diet table 
was made out, to serve as the basis of caleu- 
lation. | It was thought that such a ration, 
with the interchanges between various arti- 
cles which could be readily effected when- 
ever desired, would be best suited to the 
greater portion of the cases: 


Name of Article. 
Beef-stock, 


- Daily Ration. 
‘2 OZ. 


Canned tomatoes, yet 
Condensed milk, 4 « 
Onions, ©. 4“ 
Potatoes, . 4 « 
Soft crackers, 4 « 
Chocolate, Logon 
Pickles Ps ee 4 « 
Whiskey, oo 


The various hospitals were requested to 
send down requisitions according to the 
above diet table, in quantities corresponding 
with the number of patients in each hospi- 
tal; they were not restricted, however, ab- 
solutely to the above quantities, but the diet 
table was adopted as expressing a minimum 
ration, which could be increased, if desira- 
ble, in particular cases, and which could be 
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able to bear it, with articles from the regu- 
lar army ration. 

Karly on Tuesday morfing a sufficient 
quantity of the above articles had been 
landed to supply the whole number of pa- 
tients in Wilmington for at least fifteen 
days. <A portion of the cargo, over and 
above this amount, which would be more 
probably required at Newhbern at the next 
emergency, was retained for reconveyance 
to Beaufort harbor. On Tuesday afternoon 
the steamer left Wilmington, and proceeded 
down the river to Fort Fisher, but, owing 
to a south-easterly gale and consequent 
heavy sea on the bar, she was unable to go 
out until the following day, Wednesday, the 
22d instant, at 2 o’clock, p.m. At that time 
she crossed the bar unhurt without diffi- 
culty, and again entered Beaufort harbor 
on the morning of Thursday, the 23d. At 
Beaufort harbor the remainder of her cargo 
was transferred to the storeship, and the 
steamer, after coaling, sent back to New 
York. . 

Very respectfully yours, 
C. DALTon, 


TESTIMONIAL. 
CANNONSBURG, Pa., May 18, 1865. 
Mr. STRONG. 

Dear Sir :—Please find enclosed $5 00 
for the benefit of the noble Sanitary Com- 
mission. 

Though we fondly hope the mission of 
this generous institution will soon termi- 
nate with a happy issue of our national 
troubles in a triumphant peace, no doubt 
you can yet spend thousands of dollars for 
the good of our unfortunate braves. Having 
recelved many kind offices from it while in 
the service and since, I feel bound to con- 
tribute something, hoping some poor soldier 
will be blessed by it as a thank offering to 
be disbursed by the agents of the grandest 
charitable association, in many respects, 
that was ever organized. The history of 
the United States Sanitary Commission, 
will brighten with age. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SAMUEL B. MoBripr. 


CORRECTION. 
In Bulletin of May 1, 1865, page 1172, 
in heading of article “ Workings of U. 8. 
Sanitary Commission at Camp Parole, Va.,” 


read Camp Distribution, instead of Camp ¢ 


Parole. 


Phe Sanitary Commission Bultetin. 


On page 1178, last line above the table 
of stores, réad “from Dec. 17, 1862” not 
(63), to “Dec. 31, 1863.” , 

The last error occurs in the copy from 
which this article’ was taken, and is no 
fault of ours, but as it is a misprint in the 
original, as we are informed by the Editor 
of the Journal, and will be corrected there, 
it should be also corrected here. 


MARCHES. 


Fifteen miles per day is considered a fair average for in- 
fantry ; and upon long marches ten miles including all the 
necessary delays, is accounted good traveling. This will 
depend much however upon the nature of the country, 
the season of the year, as well as upon whether the troops 
are newly recruited, or old soldiers accustomed to hard- 
ships and to travel. 

Some of the longest marches of infantry upon record have 
been made by American troops. During the first year of - 
the Mexican war, General Kearney was placed in command 
of the Army of the West, with instructions to conquer New 
Mexico and California. He left Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, 
in June, and after a journey of nine hundred miles over the 
great plains and mountain ranges, arrived at Santa Fe, the 
capital of New Mexico, on the 18th of August. 

In the year 1860, a large portion of the Seventh Regiment 
marched from Camp Floyd, U. T., to Fort Buchanan, New 
Mexico, having travelled one thousand milesand spent one 
hundred and forty days on the road. But the most unpre- 
cedented march of infantry was made by the gallant old 
Sixth, in 1859, which left Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, for 
California, a distance of one thousand eight hundred miles, 
and was one hundred and ninety days on the road, of which 
one hundred and sixty-two were actually passed in march- 
ing; being at the rate of about eleven miles per day. 

During the present war, our own armias and the armies of 
the Confederates, have furnished us with numerous exam- 
ples of long and rapid marches; and in very many instances 
these maréffes have been made under an almost constant 
succession of engagements, demonstrating both the valor 
and endurance of the American troops.—Hamilton’s Mili- 
tary Surgery. 
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PROTECTIVE 
War Claim wail Lension Agevey 


OF THE 


U. S. SANITARY COMMISSION. 
Office: No. 1807 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


All the papers and correspondence required 
to procure Pensions, Bounty and Back Pay, and 
Prize Money for discharged soldiers and sailors, 
and for the relatives of soldiers and sailors dying 
in the service of the United States, prepared and 
forwarded, and the proceeds of all claims, when 
collected, remitted to the parties entitled, free of 
charge. 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 
WILLIAM M. TILGHMAN, Chairman. 


Horace Binney, JR., Rosert M. Lewis, 
ALEXANDER Brown, Groran M. ConaRROoE, 
Hon. J. I. Cuark Harn, Cuaruss J. Srinzs, 
WiLLiAM WELSH, GurorGe D. Parris, 
WitiiaAM L. Res, H. Lenox Hopes, M.D., 
Gror@e TROTT, ATHERTON BLIGHT. 


H. Lenox Hopaer, M.D., Hxamining Surgeon. 
- Epwarp A. Smita M.D., Assistant Surgeon. 

W.N. Asumay, Solicitor. + i 

Jas. W. Hazuenurst, Assistant Solicitor. 





PROTECTIVE 


Wur-Olvim Association 


OF THE 


U. 8. SANITARY COMMISSION. 


OFFICE, 35 CHAMBERS STREET, 


NEW YORK. 
PRESIDENT. 


Lirut.-Gren. WINFIELD SCOTT. 
VICE-PRESIDENTS. 


Hon. Hamittron Fisk, Apmirat Dupont, 
Joun J. Orsco, Hsg., Rup. A. WirrHaus, Esq 
TREASURER.—RoBeERT B. Minturn, Esq. 


DIRECTORS. 


Hons. E. D. Morean, |Howarp Porrsr, 
Grorer OppyKky, |Witiiam HE. Done, jr., 
Hiram BARNEY, THEODORE ROOSEVELT, 

Jas W. Brexman, |PETeR Cooper, 

H. W. Bettows, D.D., |Grorge BaNnorort, 

Joun Jacop Astor, - |Daniex Lorn, 

JAMES Brown, Witson G. Hunt, 

WinuiaM H. Aspinwatt,|Rosert L. Stuart, 

JAMES GALLATIN, ALFRED PELL. 


Apply in person or by letter, to 
HENRY GREENFIELD, Secretary, 
35 CHAMBERS STREET, New York. 


OBJECTS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 


lst. To secure the soldiers and sailors and their 
families, any claims for pensions, pay, or bounty, 
etc., without cost to the claimant. - 

2d. To protect soldiers or sailors and their families 
from imposture and fraud. 

3d. To prevent false claims from being made 
against the Government. 

Ath. To give gratuitous advice and information to 
soldiers and sailors or their families needing tt. 


C. R. Agnew, M.D. 











THE U, S, SANITARY COMMISSION 


Was constituted by the Secretary of War in June, 
1861, in accordance with the recommendation of 
the Surgeon-General of the United States Army, 
and its appointment and plan of organization were 
approved by the President of the United States. 
Its present organization is as follows: 


H. W. Bellows, D.D., New York. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Washington, D. C. 
F. L. Olmsted, California. 

George T. Strong, Esq., New York. 
Elisha Harris, M.D., New York. 

W.H. Van Buren, M.D., New York. 
Wolcott Gibbs, M.D., Cambridge, Mass. 
S. G. Howe, M.D., Boston, Mass. 

C. R. Agnew, M.D., New York. 

J. S. Newberry, M.D., Cleveland, Ohio. 
Rt. Rev. T. M. Clark, Providence, R. I. 
Hon, R. W. Burnett, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Hon. Mark Skinner, Chicago, II. 

Hon. Joseph Holt, Washington, D. ©. 
Horace Binney, jr., Philadelphia, Penna. 
Rev. J. H. Heywood, Louisville, Ky. 

J. Huntington Wolcott, Boston, Mass. 
Charles J. Stillé, Philadelphia, Penna. 
Ezra B. McCagg, Chicago, Ill. 


OFFICERS. 


H. W. Bellows, D.D., President. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Vice-President. 

George T. Strong, Treasurer. 

J. Foster Jenkins, M.D., General Secretary. 

J.S. Newberry, M.D., Associate Secretary. 
STANDING COMMITTER. 
Henry W. Bellows, D.D. George T. Strong. 
Wm.H.VanBuren,M.D. Wolcott Gibbs, M.D. 
- Charles J. Stillé. 


HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 


The Sanitary Commission has made arrange- 
ments for supplying information gratuitously, 
with regard to patients in all the United States 
General Hospitals. 

For information relative to patients in the Hos- 
pitals in New York, New Jersey, the New England 
States, Eastern Virginia, Maryland, District of Co- 


| lumbia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Florida 


and Louisiana, address “ Office of Sanitary Com- 
mission, Washington, D. C.” 

For the Hospitals in Pennsylvania, address 
“ Office of Sanitary Commission, No. 1307 Chest- 
nut Street, Philadelphia.” 

For the Hospitals in Western Virginia, Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, lowa, Kentucky, Ten- 
nessee, Mississippi, and Arkansas, address ‘ Office 
Sanitary Commission, Louisville, Ky.” 

In all cases the name, rank, eompany, and regi- 
ment of the person inquired for should be given, 
and where he was when last heard from. Ifthe 
application is by letter, the answer will be sent 
by return of mail; if in person, it will be answered 
at once; or if by telegraph, an answer will be re- 
turned immediately at the inquirer’s expense. 

gas~Soldiers’ Aid Societies, clergymen, editors, 
and others, can scarcely serve the cause of hu- 
manity more effectually than by frequently and 
widely disseminating a knowledge of the above; 
among those who have friends in the army 
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SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 


The Sanitary Commission, under special au- 
thority of the President of the United States, 
maintains an extensive system of agencies for 
securing the safe conveyance to, and distribution 
of, goods put in its charge for the sick and 
wounded at points where they are most wanted. 
It operates with equal care and generosity at all 
points—at New Orleans and at .Washington, 
before Char 
tributions being governed by a comparison of the 
wants of the patients in all cases. The following 
is a list of depots, to which auxiliary societies 
and all disposed to aid the sick and wounded, 
without reference to States or localities, but sim- 
ply to their relative necessity for assistance, are 
invited to send their offerings: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST. 
CENTRAL DEPOTS OF COLLECTION. 


U.S. San. Com., No. 18 West St., Boston, Mass. 

U.S. San. Com, Nos. 10 & 11 Cooper Union, 
New York. 

U.S. San. Com., State House, New Haven,Conn. 

U.S. San. Com., 1307 Ohegtnat St., Pigiada. 


DEPOTS OF DISTRIBUTION. 


. 8. San. Com., 244 F St., Washington, D.C. 
San. Com. Camp Distribution, Va. 
San. Com., 46 Sharp St., Baltimore, Md. 
Sanitary Commission, Harper’s Ferry, Va. 
. Sanitary Commission, Annapolis, Md. 
Sanitary Commission, Camp Parole, Md. 
Sanitary Commission, Norfolk, Va. 
Sanitary Commission, City Point, Va. 
Sanitary Commission, Newberne, N>O. 
Sanitary Commission, Beaufort, S. C. 
Sanitary Commission, ’ New Orleans, La 
Temporary Depots for distribution are est ab- 
lished from time to time as necessities of the 
service require. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST. 
CENTRAL DEPOTS OF COLLECTION. 


U.S. San. Com., corner Vine and Sixth Sts., 
Cincinnati, O. 

U.S. San. Com., No. 95 Bank St., Cleveland, O. 

U.S. San. Com., No. 66 Madison St., Chicago, 
Tl. 

U.S. San. Com., No. 2 Adam’s Block, Buffalo, 
NW aXe 

U. S. San. Com., No. 59 Fourth St., Pittsburgh, 
Penna. 

U.S. San. Com., No. 32 Larned St., Detroit, 
Mich. 

U. S. San. Com., Columbus, O. 

U.S San. Com., Fifth St., Louisville, Ky. 

The Commission receives no pecuniary aid 
whatever from the Government, and is wholly 
dependent on the voluntary contributions of the 
public for the means of sustaining its operations. 
Contributions to the Treasury are solicited, and 
may be transmitted to George T. Strong, Hsq., 
Treasurer, 68 Wall Street, N. Y. 
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SPECIAL RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 
I’. N. Kyapp, Supt., Washington, D. C. 


J.B. Assort, Chief Assistant, Washington, D.C. 
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een rerreceeter wa we ES 
“ SOLDIERS’ HOMES” AND “LODGES.” 


[Onsects. Temporary aid and_ protection,— 
food, lodging, care, &c.,—for soldiers in transitu, 
chiefly the discharged, disabled, and furloughed. | 

Alexandria, Va. ‘ Atexanpria Lopes.” 
Orange and Alexandria Railroad Station. J. B. 
Holt, Superintendent. ’ 

Annapolis, Md. ‘Home ror So.piers’ 
Wives anp Moruers.” Mrs. Hopes Sayres, Matron. 

Baltimore, Md. “ Soxpimrs’ Homn.” No. 
62 Conway Street. A. E. Hastings, Supt. 

“ Sonprers’ Lopes.” Opposite Philadelphia, 
Wilmington, and Baltimore Railroad Station. 
, Superintendent. Pays, 

Boston, Mass. ‘“Soxprurs’ Home.” No. 
76 Kingston Street. Charles F. Mudge, Supt., 
near Boston and Worcester Railroad Depot. 

Buffalo, N. Y. ‘Soxpimrs’ Rest.” Ex- 
change Street, opposite Central Railroad Depot. 
Mrs. H. Indevine, Matron. 

Cairo, Ill. ‘‘Soupimrs’ Homn.” 
man, Superintendent. 

Camp Nelson, Ky. “ Sonprmrs’- Home.” 
Thomas Butler, Superintendent. . 

Cincinnati, O. Soxpiers’ Home.” Third 
Street. Col. G. W. D. Andrews, Superintendent. 

Cleveland, Ohio. ‘So.pizrs’ Homes.” 
Joseph Jerome, ‘Superintendent. / 

Columbus, Ohio. “Sorprers’ Homn.” T. 
E. Botsford, Superintendent. 

Detroit, Michigan. 
No. 81 Jefferson Avenue. 

Harrisburg, Pa. Near the Railroad Depot. 
“ Soupigrs’ Lope.” W. H. Hadley, Supt. 

Jeffersonville, Indiana.* ‘ Sotprsrs’ 
Homx.” New Markét Street, near the Depot. E. 
T. Smith, Superintendent. 

Louisville, Ky. “Soupisrs’ Homes.” V. 
Scott, Superintendent. 

Memphis, Tenn. ‘Soupizrs’ Lopez.” 
Near iaxding C. W. Christy, Superintendent and 
Relief Agent.. 

Nashville, Tenn. ‘ Souprers’ 
Captain I. Brayton, Superintendent. 

New Orleans, La. ‘ Soxpiprs’ Home.” 
Corner Magazine and Julia Streets. Sumner 
Bullard, Superintendent. 

New York City. 





O. N. Ship- 


‘“‘Soipigrs’ Home.” 


Home.” 


‘‘ DISCHARGED SOLDIERS’ 





Houn.” No. 45 Grove Street, near Blecker. 
, Superintendent. 
Paducah, Ky. ‘“Sorprurs’ Homa.” * E. D. 


Way, Superintendent. 

Portsmouth, Va. ‘“Souprers’ Home.” John 
Alcooke, Superintendent. 

Washington, D. C. “Tus Homx.” No. 
374 North Capitol Street. J. B. Clark, Supt. 

“Home For Soupiers’ Wives AND Moraumrs. 
No. 380 North Capitol Street. J. B. Clark, Supt. 

‘‘LopGEe No. 4. No. 389 H Street. , Supt. 

“ Lopes No. 5.” Maryland Avenue, near Wash- . 
ington & Alexandria R. R. Station. ——, Supt. 

‘Longe No. 6.” Foot of Sixth Street. How- 
ard uePhentae Superintendent. 





SPECIAL RELIEF OFFICES. 


 [Ozsects.—To give aid in procuring pay, pen- 
sions, bounty, prize money, arrears of pay and 
bounty, and other claims upon government. To 
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supply clothing, hospital delicacies, crutches, 
&c. To give transportation, information, &.]} 

Alexandria, Va. Office in Soldiers’ Lodge, 
Orange and Alexandria Railroad Station. J.B. 
Holt, Agent. 

Annapolis, Md. Office of United States 
Sanitary Commission. Major F. C. Howes, Agent. 

Baltimore, Md. United States Sanitary 
Commission, No. 46 South Sharpe Street. J. T. 
Pancoast, Agent. 

Boston, Mass. United States Sanitary Com- 
mission, No. 76 Kingston Street. . 

Buffalo N. Y. Branch United States San- 
nitary Commission, Adams’ Block, No. 209 
Washington Street. 

Cairo, Ill. Office in “Soldiers’ Home.” OC. 
N. Shipman, Agent. | 

Camp Nelson, Ky. Office in ‘Soldiers’ 
Home.” Thomas Butler, Agent. ‘ee 

Chattanooga, Tenn. United States Sani- 
tary Commission. 

Chicago, Ill. United States Sanitary Com- 
mission. 5 

Cincinnati, Ohio. United States Sanitary 
Commission, corner Vine and Sixth Streets. 
~ Cleveland, Ohio. Branch United States 
Sanitary Commission 

Detroit, Mich. United States Sanitary 
Commission, No. 32 Larned Street. 

Dubuque, Ia. United States Sanitary Com- 
mission. Rev. H. S. Morris, Agent. 

Harrisburg, Pa. Office in “ Soldiers’ 
Lodge.” W. H. Hadley, Agent. 

Jeffersonville, Ind. Office in “ Soldiers’ 






BRANCH, 
No. 744 Broadway, 
NEW YORK. 


- 
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Home,” New Market Street, near railroad depot, 
HE. T. Smith, Agent. 

Knoxville, Tenn. United States Sanitary 
Commission. 
_Leavenworth, Kansas. United States 
Sanitary Commission. J. R. Brown, Agent. 

Louisville, Ky. United States Sanitary 
Commission, Fifth Street. 

Memphis, Tenn. Office in “ Soldiers’ 
Lodge,” near landing. OC. W. Christy, Agent. 

Milwaukie, Wis. Mrs. Colt. 

Nashville, Tenn. United States Sanitary 
Commission. HE. Root, Agent. 

New Orleans, La. Special Relief Office, 
United States Sanitary Commission, No. 96 Julia 
Street. O.C. Bullard, Agent. 

New York City, N.Y. “Special Relief 
Office,” Cooper Union, No. 10 Third Avenue. 
Mrs. W. P. Griffin, Chairman Special Relief 
Committee. 

Paducah, Ky. Office in ‘Soldiers’ Home.” 
HK. D. Way, Agent. ‘ei 

Philadelphia, Pa. United States Sanitary 
Commission, 1307 Chestnut Street, third story, 
back. Colonel Soest, Agent. 

Portsmouth, Va. Office 
Home.” John Alcooke, Agent. 

Vicksburg, Miss. United States Sanitary 
Commission’ J. G. Brown. 

Washington, D. C. ‘Special Relief Of- 
fice,” No. 389 H Street, between 13th and 14th . 


in ‘* Soldiers’ 


Streets. J. B Abbott, Chief Assistant: 
Wheeling, Va. United States Sanitary 
Commission. ' 


BRANCH, 
No. 19 Green Street, 
BOSTON, Mass. 






Important Information for Soldiers and Sailors who have lost Limbs, 


The ‘‘ PALMER” ARM and Lz@ are now furnished for the mutilated heroes of the Army and Navy, and I have the 
pleasure of presenting extracts from official letters from the Surgeon-General, which will gratify numerous applicants, 
who, in the past, have been led to believe that they must accept an inferior limb, or have no aid from Government. 


SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Wasuineaton City, D.C., Dec. 12, 1863. 


S1r :—The Board of Medical Officers assembled in the City of Philadelphia, for the purpose of examining the different 
models submitted S them for an Artificial Arm, having reported * * * oe a * $ - 
IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE BoARD, WHEN A SOLDIER MAY DESIRE TO PURCHASE “‘THE MORE 
ELEGANT AND EXPENSIVE ARM OF PALMER,” FIFTY DOLLARS WILL BB ALLOWED TOWARDS PAYMENT FOR THT SAME. 


By order of the Acting Surgeon-General, 


C. H. CRANE, Surgeon U.S.A. 


SuRGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
WASHINGTON CiTy, D.C., Sept. 20, 1864, 


S1z :—In answer to your letter of the 1st inst., I am directed to inform you, that the Report and recommendation of 
the Medical Board recently assembled in New York, to examine samples and models of Artificial Limbs, is not designed 
to supersede the recommendation of the former Board, so FAR AS REGARDS THE LIMBS MANUFACTURED BY YOU. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, by order of the Surgeon-Ceneral, 


To B. FRANK. PALMER, LL.D., 744 Broadway, New York. 


W. C. SPENCER, Assistant Surgeon U.S.A. 


The Best PALMER LEG is furnished THE SOLDIER FREE 
The Best PALMER ARM, for a SMALL ADVANCE. 
} The Best LINCOLN “GOVERNMENT” ARM, FREE. 
Prices of the PALMER LIMBS not raised to OFFICERS and CIVILIANS, 


Apply in person, or by letter, at either of the offices. 


Address 


B. FRANK. PALMER, LL.D., 


President American Artificial Limb Co. 
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Adapted to every branch of business. 
MANUFACTURED ONLY BY THE ORIGINAL INVENTORS, 


i. & T. FAIRBANKS & C0, St. Johnsbury, Vermont. 


PRINCIPAL WAREHOUSES: 
FAIRBANKS & CO., No. 252 Broadway, New York. 
FAIRBANKS & BROWN, No. 118 Milk Street, Boston. ; 
FAIRBANKS, GREENLEAF & CO., No. 172 Lake Street, Chicago. 
FAIRBANKS & EWING, Masonic Hall, Philadelphia. y 
FAIRBANKS & CO., No. 246 Baltimore Street, Baltimore. 


Descriptive Circulars furnished or mailed to any address, on application to either of the above. 
ESTABLISHED 1860. , 
486 BROADWAY AND 441 BROOME ST. 


SEWING MACHINES 


OF THE MOST APPROVED MAKES, SUCH AS THE 





WHEELER & WILSON, 
GROVER & BAKER, 
WEILLCOX & GIBBS, 
A. B. HOWE, 


\ SINGER AND OTHERS. 
TO RENT AND 
FOR SALE, 


At MANUFACTURERS’ PRICES, and with the same privileges. Instruction THOROUGH and 
gratis, at the 


Rm. Y. SEWING MACHINE EMPORIUM, 


Corner Broadway and Broome Street, New York. 


V. W. WICKES, Jr., Proprietor, 
486 Broadway, Up Stairs. 
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SANITARY COMMISSION 
a BULLETIN. 


} 





No. 39. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., JULY 1, 1865. 





No. 89. 








Taz Sanitary Commission BuLuetin is published on ihe first of every month, and as it has a circu- 
lation; gratuitous or other, of above 15,000 copies, it offers an unusually valuable medium for adver tising. 

All communications must be addressed to the Editor, at the Central Office, 244 F street, Washington, 
D. C., and must be authenticated by the names and addresses of the writers. 

As the continuance of the publication of the BULLETIN is uncertain, depending on that of the war, and 
on the resources of the U. S, Sanitary Commission—the Standing Committee feels a certain degree of re- 
luctance to solicit subscriptions for it—and thereby to pledge the Commission to its issue for a definite 


A + 
Y 


period. 


The Committee Gnderstand, however, that some of their friends to whom tt is now sent gratuitously ex- 
press a wish to pay for tt, and they therefore give notice that the sum of two dollars, remitted to the 


Treasurer, (G. T. Strona, 68 Wall street, New York, or 244 F street, Washington, D. C.,) 


will 


secure its being sent to such contributor during the remainder of the current year, unless tts publication be 


sooner discontinued. 


/ 
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GOOD WORDS OF GREAT MEN. 
PRESIDENT ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 





The Sanitary Commission is doing a work of 


great humanity, and of direct practical value to 
the nation in this timo of its trial. It is enti- 
tled to the gratitude and the confidence of the 
people, and I trust it will be gonerously sup- 
ported. There is no agency through which 
voluntary offerings of patriotism can be more 
effectively made. 


CHIEF JUSTICE SALMON P. CHASE. 


What ago before this age, and what country — 


besides our country, ever witnessed such an or- 
ganization as that of the Sanitary Commission? 
What needs have been supplied; what wants re- 
lieved; what wounds healed; what evils averted, 
by the activity, wisdom, and unflagging zeal of 
this admirable organization, fostered and sus- 
tained by the people, and recognized and aided 
by the Government. 





THE FUTURE. 

The following most able letter from the 
pen of Dr. Bellows is rich in’ thought and 
forecast : | 

New Yor, May 26, 1865. 
Miss ABBY W. May, . 


Chr. Exec. Com., N. E. W. Aux. Assoc., Boston: 
Dear MADAM: In reply to your favor of 
the 23d instant, I cam only give at present 
a very general answer. 
We hope to make our Branches centres 
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sphere of your late work. 





both for the diffusion and the collection of 
light on all that concerns the well-being of 
our disabled and discharged soldiers. We 
shall soon issue general instructions, with 
blanks and forms, bearing upon this sub- 
ject, and must ask you to wait the careful 
preparation of these systematic formulas. 

We suppose, however, that each consid- 
erable community will have its own special 
experiences, and its own peculiar sphere of 
necessary work, depending on its geograph- 
ical position, and on the number #hd char-: 
acter of the State, municipal, and humane 
institutions, or other instrumentalities, 
already at work for the benefit of the sol- 
dier. We wish our Branches to assume 
no work which others are doing well; to do 
no superfluous, doubtful, or in any way 
needless labor ; and we wish them to: dis- 
courage all about them in works of supere- 
rogation. The soldiers must not be invi- 
ted to lean, but to stand up; and only 
those be provided with public support who 
cannot take care of themselves, or be taken 
care of by their friends. 

The chief work you can do, it seems to 
me, is to make your Branch a centre, /irst, 
for the collection of facts and observations 
respecting the actual needs of the soldiers 
returning to your State and city or the - 
How many 
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need and deserve assistance of any kind? 
Make your office a place where soldiers and 
their friends can come to register their 
wants and complaints, and where you can 
ebtain your share of facts, to contribute to 
our illumination in forming a correct the- 
ory of the course the nation ought to take 
for the next five years towards its invalids, 
its veterans, and the widows and orphans of 
the war. 

Next, let it be a bureau of information 
to the soldiers and their friends, in respect 
to pensions, back pay, and bounty. As you 
have a claim agency in Boston, you will 
merely extend the knowledge of it and its 
privilegestothe communities you correspond 
with, so as to secure for the soldiers’ fami- 
lies all their rights. . 

Then, let your Branch be an office for 
collecting information in regard, to the 
kinds of labor in which invalid soldiers can 
engage, and the market for their labor ; 
becoming the agency between them and 
persons willing, or to be made willing through 
your influence, to. give up to them all the 
light callings for which they are fitted. In 
this way we hope through you and our 
Branches and Aid Societies to keep our 
invalidl soldiers scattered—objects of neigh- 
borly and personal interest, thinly spread 
over the country—instead of regimenting 
them in asylums, to weary and demoralize 
each other, and to become burdens to the 
State, and permanent monuments of a civil 
-war, whose painful features. we wish as soon 
as possible to eflace and forget.. | 

We recommend you to impress on every 
Aid Socigty on your books the importance 
of making itself the local centre of all 
that concerns the welfare of returning sol- 
diers in its own neighborhood; to recom- 
mend the notion that it is a disgrace to a 
town to allow its own soldiers or its wid- 
owed and orphaned families to look beyond 
its own limits for support; to make ita 
matter of holy pride and emulation to pro- 
vide employment for its own disabled men, 
and in this way reduce the county and 
State and national asylums to the lowest 
possible figure. 

We are inclined to think that the health- 
ful tendencies of our American institutions 
will so largely favor our ideas as to make 
the number of absolute dependents much 
smaller than is now feared, and to render 
the labor put upon our branches far from 
burdensome. But the next three months, 
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and certainly the next year, (another win- 


ter especially,) will test that point. 


We already perceive a disposition of a 
certain sct of low-spirited men, who gount 
their wounds vot so much an honor asa 
thrift—an advantage rather than a misfor- 
tune—to take up the business of mendi- 
cants, and deform the streets with their 
hat in hand begging. These wounded 
cowards must not be mistaken for our dis- 
abled soldiers, nor be allowed to misrepre- 
sent them. For the honor of the whole 
corps they ought to be discountenanced, 
and by arrangements with the police, com- 
pelled to go to work or to be put in charity 
asylums. Public, shameless beggary from 
door to door and in the street is every way 
corrupting, whether made by blind, lame, 
or sick men, whether civilians or soldiers ; 
and if the public cannot be expected at 
once to understand this, it js a matter in 
which they must be a from their 
own impulsive sympathies, by our Branches 
and Aid Societies co-operating with the . 
municipal or State authorities. , 

There is, however, a class of persons. 
made helpless by the war—some of them 
yet to develop the whole extent of their 
broken constitutions—who must be made 
comfortable for-life in public institutions. 
How numerous this class will prove it is 
impossible even to conjecture. It does not 
include all the helpless; because a large 
proportion of them will receive the ten- 
derest care of their own familiés, too happy 
to watch over and protect and solace them, 
as they should be, even though in very 
moderate circumstances. . Let us do noth- 
ing to discourage this noble pride of do- 
mestic independence, this sacred bond of 

ane . a : 
consanguinity. A large share of the in- 
validism of the war we shall never hear of. 
Our proud boys will hide their scars, and 
die in the sacred retirement of homes that 
will not parade their services or their sor- 
rows, happy in having borne and rendered 
both. This, too, is every way to be ad- 
mired and encouraged. But there are 
many foreigners who have fought for us 
and have all the claims of natives, since to 


- mix their blood with ours on our battle- 


usual. 


fields makes them our kindred, and “ of 
one blood,” in even a higher sense than 
There are fatherless, motherless, 
homeless soldiers; blind, consumptive, 
limbless men, full of sorrows and of neces- 
sities, who require an absolute and perma- 
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nent asylum. How many they will prove 
nobody can guess at this moment; but 
some thousands in all. The States are 
already moving in their behalf. It would 
be much better if the nation could agree 
to make four conveniently situated homes 
for this class of men, independent of State 
lines and either Federal or State control 
or support, where the spontaneous charity 
or mercy of the nation could maintain them 
in memory of their service to the Union; 
where the State and sectional feeling should 
be steadily withstood in favor of a larger 
and more patriotic sentiment, and the 
guarantee of private intelligence, energy, 
and integrity, In their ordering, manage- 


ment, and continued improvement be of- : 


fered in place of the official formalism, 
coldness, and fixity which sooner or later 
eankers all institutions of benevolence pass- 
ing into Govegnmental hands. Such asy- 
lums, being tentative, require flexibility ; 
should be started on a small scale, in a 
temporary way, feel their road, and gradu- 
ally adapt themselves to their experience 
and the wants of the men. To erect great 
edifices, upon any present knowledge of 
what our American life and spirit requires, 
would be to stereotype our ignorance and 
petrify our dreams. ‘The nation, through 
some Board it has learned to trust, should 
take some one or more of the cheap pavil- 
ion -hospitals the war has erected, and 
which must soon be in the market, and 
having thoroughly purged it, open one or 
more wards at a time, testing the want and 
gradually developing the best system for 
the care and comfort and happiness of the 
men; making the institutions in all cases 
mixed, so as to destroy the horrid, deaden- 
ing informality of classified asylums; put- 
ting the wholly disabled and the partially 
disabled together, the blind and the halt, 
and by the greatest diversity of industries, 
and light, even if useless employments, 
seek to keep up self-respect, drive off ennui, 
restore to society as many as possible, and 
make those who cannot be restored as 
little miserable as their wretched circum- 
stances will allow The wan and woeful 
countenances of many blind soldiers, many 
lame and helpless ones, utter strangers to 
homes of theirown, has already stamped 
an image on my mind of their long and 
weary future under the best-care they can 
possibly secure, which is full of motive, 
and-full of solicitude. 

The Sanitary Commission, as soon as it 


sees how much money is likely to be left in 
its hands after its more legitimate work is 
done, proposes to open one or more asy- 
lums of this character, of a size propor- 
tioned to its purse, and the evidences of 
public interest in its undertaking. Should 
the nation desire to perpetuate its work in 
this form, and make the Commission a per- 
manent guardian of this class of the vie- 
tims of the war, it has,only to say so byits 
generous support of the plan. It seems to 
us that the spontaneous, public, unofficial 
character of the ministry rendered to the 
sick and wounded through the war, has 
been one of its most marked American fea- 
tures, and that the perpetuation of this dis- 
tinction is eminently desirable. That gov- 
ernment,is best which governs least. That 
state of society is freest and happiest which 
embodies least of its humanity, mercy, and 
philanthropy in governmental charities. 
Never was there a greater need of recalling 
this principle so gloriously illustrated in 
our national history, than now, when a 
habit of dependence on the Government 
machinery has not only centralized, but 
bureaucratized our motions. Weare clear- 
ly in some danger of forgetting that,while 
we astonished the world by the rapid and 
successful way in which we condensed the 
national life, will, and power, in the Goy- 


/ ernment, discharging the extremities of 


their independence for the time, with a 
deliberate suspension of the personal and 
local rights of freemen—we have a still , 
more wonderful feat to display in the ease 
with which we recall those rights, scatter 
and diffuse that lately concentrated power, 
aid resume the unofficial and unbureau- 


cratic life which is the proud prerogative 


of a self-governing nation. The fewer 
the monuments of our martial law, and our 
purely governmental’ régime, the better; 
the more the memorials of our popular, 
home-bred, and individual life, the better 
also. . 

The Sanitary Commission is not ambitious 
of any further services to the country, and 
would gladly retire from duty. It will 
cheerfully resign its care of disabled sol- 
diers to any body of men deemed more 
capable or more worthy representatives of 
the national will, as soon asit has exhausted 
the means already entrusted to it, and for 
which it feels a deep responsibility. But, 
if the people wish it, or expect it, or call 
upon it, to go on with this work, on ths 
general principles herein set forth, it wil 
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not shrink from the task and responsibility 
of continuing to represent the-national care 
and love towards the soldiers who have re- 
established our liberties and saved our 
country. 

Excuse the length and the generality of 
my letter, which JI certainly began with 
very little idea of extending beyond the 
demands of your local inquiries, but which 
has thus spontaneously grown under my pen 
into a short treatise. 

With ever grateful regards to the Branch 
you so ably represent, for its readiness, to 
go on with our work, and for its expressions 
of confidence and co-operation, I remain, 
ace madam, your friend and servant, 

Henry W. BELLows, 
Pres’t U.S, Sanitary Commission: 





From the New York Independent. 
WORK FOR THE SOLDIERS, 

What are we going to do for the soldiers 
when they come home? What for those 
who have already come, leaving behind 
them a leg or an arm as pledge of their de- 
votion to the Republic? Thisis what some 
men are going to do: 

At a meeting held at the house of Theo- 
dore Roosevelt, on Thursday evening, the 
18th instant, for the purpose of adopting 
some measures to promote the employment 
of disabled soldiers and sailors, it was re- 
solved by the undersigned to co-operate 
with the ‘“‘ Bureau of Employment for Dis- 
abled and Discharged Soldiers and Sailors,” 
35 Chambers street, by employing in each 
of our places of business—as general mes- 
senger, or in other light work adapted for 
the disabled—at least one maimed dis- 
charged soldier or sailor. 

It was also resolved to bring this matter 
to the notice of the business community by 
having agreements drawn up and presented 
to all business men for their signature, 
wherein they, shall agree to give at least one 
man of the above class employment in some 
. light capacity, which has been heretofore 
ordinarily performed by able-bodied men. 

Roosevelt & Son, 94 Maiden Lane. 

Brown, Brothers & Co.,56 Wall street. 

Phelps, Dodge & Co., 21 Cliff street. 

Grinnell, Minturn & Co. , 78 South street. 

Ward, Campbell & Co., 56 Wall street. 

Schuyler, Hartley, Graham & Go hd 
Maiden Lane.-- * 

Henry Clews & Co., 82 Wall Aoss 

Metropolitan N ational Bank, by J. E. 
Williams, President. 
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Ki. Williams, Cashier of American Ex- 
change Bank. 

R. H. Lowry, President of National Bank 
of Republic. 

The Bureau at 35 Chambers street was 
established by the Sanitary -Commission. 
Its object is to get employment for return- 
ing soldiers, and like all the work which 
the Commission has done, it is without 
money and without price to the soldier. 
To the employer also it makes no charge. 
It is an institution purely and generously 
benevolent. It is another channel into 
which the abundant stream that the Sani- 
tary Commission, for three years, has poured 
out is now turned. It is a recognition of 


. the fact that, although the war is ended, the 


claims which thé war has made survive. It 
is a confession that the debt of the citizen 
to the soldier can never be paid. It is a 
demand that the claim of the latter shall 
always be listened toand respected. Onall 
these grounds we present it to our readers. 

With clearness and good sense the circu- 
lar of the Commission sets forth what its — 
new effort intends. There are a great 
many soldiers coming home from the war, 
and they will want work. There are a 
great many employers who need just the 
work which these soldiers are able and de- 
sirous todo. ‘The Commission proposes to 
bring these classes together, to adjust the 
supply and demand, and to facilitate the 
process of change from a state of war to a 
state of peace. The interests of hundreds 
of thousands of men are concerned in that 
change, nay, the interests of the whole Ke- 
public depend largely for the next four 
years on its right management. 

Be it understood, the Commission does 
not ask for charity to the soldiers whom it 
undertakes to supply with employment. 
Nobody is desired to offer places to these — 
brave men from a sentiment of compassion. 
But, in the first place, they are entitled by 


their services to employment ; in the second 


place they are competent to do the work 
which the Commission asks for them. 

From a report recently issued, it appears 
that already there have been 1,546 appli-, 
cants at this Bureau for work, and 830 of 
the applications have been filled. Yet the 
statistics show also that while there were 
252 of the applicants who were mutilated 
in the service of their country by the loss 
of a leg or an arm, less than one fifth of 
this number have found employment—less 
than fifty out of two hundred and fifty-two. 


ae 
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Tt is to correct this state of things that the 
agreement above quoted has been drawn 
up, and it is especially in behalf of these 
maimed patriots that we urge upon our 
readers an application to the Bureau. For 
able-bodied men there is such a demand as 
will eventually insure the employment of 
most of the discharged soldiers, but for 
those partially disabled there is a lack of 
consideration. Yet they are the very first 
who ought to get places. For many places 

they are just as well Adapted as their more 
' fortunate comrades. In many branches of 
mechanics the loss of a leg is no disqualifi- 
cation or even hindrance. In many out- 
door and in-door occupations the loss of an 


arm does not hurt the man’s usefulness. To . 


show how wide is the opportunity for selec- 
tion, we quote this statement : 

“Of the 716 men still unemployed 
whose names are now on the books of the 
society, 198 are mechanics in different 
branches, of whom 1385 are able-bodied and 
68 disabled, more or less seriously ; 112 are 
clerks and book-keepers, of whom 75 are 
ablesbodied and 87 disabled; 69 wish toserve 
as watchmen-and messengers, of whom 20 
are disabled and 49 able-bodied ; 16 desire 
to labor as coachmen and teamsters—these 
are all able-bodied; 321 are farmers and 
laborers, of whom 209 are able-bodied and 
112 disabled, but not so as to incapacitate 
them from useful service.” 

Elsewhere than in New York we presume 
similar bureaux will be opened and similar 
opportunities offered. All over the land 
the claim of the soldier ought to be heeded 
—is heeded by the same benevolence which 
eared for him on the field of battle. If 
only the people will respond now as heart- 
ily as they did while the war still raged, 
no fear for the returning soldier. We will 
not affect to doubt that the country will 
always keep in mind its immeasurable ob- 
ligation to the men who have preserved it 
from destruction. 





‘From the Washington Chronicle, June 3, 1865, 
AN EXAMPLE TO BE FOLLOWED. 
SIIERMAN’S ARMY ON ITS WAY HOME. 


As soon as Sherman’s army began to 
move west, some eight thousand men per 
day, the United States Sanitary Commis- 
sion opencd feeding stations at Harper’s 
Ferry and at Martinsburg, where hot coffee 


and {fresh bread are taken to the cars by a* 


corps of relicf agents, and served out. to 
these returning soldiers. The work com- 
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mences at Harper’s Verry, and is carried 
through as many cars as time will allow be- 
fore the train starts, when the agent at 
Martinsburg is informed by telegraph of 
the number of the car last fed, and there 
the work is resumed and carried on till the 
train is again in motion. Time does not 
allow all to receive of this bounty, but still 
a number of thousands daily are thus re- 





freshed. Why will not the people of the 


different towns and cities where these trains 
stop on their way to the West, take up this 
suggestion and dorm a continuous line of 
kind hands reached out to these soldiers ? 


EEE 


WHAT THE COMMISSION FINDS TO DO. 

The following private letter will show 
that though the rebel armies are disbanded, 
ours are not; and that there is yet a min- 
istry of mercy to be rendered to the brave 
heroes ; 

“ Wasuinaton, D. C., May 29, 1865. 

My Drar Frimnp: You ask me what 
the Sanitary Commission finds to do in the 
way of field relief which calls for and jus- ° 
tifies the use of sa much ata time when 
there is no active campaigning, and when 
a large part of the army is only waiting to 
be disbanded, and will then be comfortably 
cared for in their own’ homes. You say 
that besides the absence of wounded men, 
we are also relieved from the necessity 
which has heretofore existed of supple- 
menting Government provision in anticipa- 
tion of long marches, and of isolation from 
the usual base of supplies. Hence, as you 
assert, you cannot honestly understand the 
real necessity, on this occasion, for such 
large expenditure, (in addition to the out- 
lay for the usual special relief service, and 
for the maintenance of the army and navy 
claim agency, whose value you fully recog- 
nize,) I will endeavor to answer your in- 


| quiry: 


There is really a great emergency to 
be met just at this time, of a character 
which has never before presented itself, 


‘and which, from the nature of the case, 


cannot again present itself during the war ; 
and thedemands made upon the Commis- 
sion by this emergency we are endeavoring 
to meet, not with a careless or prodigal 
hand, (on the ground that it may be one of 
our last large calls for aid,) but judiciously, 
humanely, and as the faithful trustees of 
those funds given by the people for speci- 
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fied ends. Three armies, consisting of 
250,000 men, have been brought hurriedly 
(some by forced marches) into this vicini- 
ty—many of these men, not regiments only, 
but brigades, divisions, and whole army 
eorps, have come here. direct from their 
weeks and months of toilsome marchings, 
and even from recent battle-fields. They 
have been unable to obtain the change of 
clothing which not only comfort, but even 
ordinary regard for sanitary laws and com- 
mon cleanliness required; and when they 
arrived here, though close by the Govern- 
ment storehouses, nothing can be drawn 





ee 








by these men ‘on account,’ for the very © 


reason that all their aeeounts are necessa- 
rily closed, preparatory to making up the 
‘“ muster-out”’ rolls. Hence the occasion 
for relief on the part of the Commission it 
the more urgent cases, which number inthe 
ageregate very many. Moreover, our medi- 
cal inspectors find that a very large num- 
ber of the men in these armies have deei- 
ded scorbutie tendencies, every day be- 
coming more marked, some already fully 
developed—as in the case of one regiment 
from which fifteen cases of scurvy were sent 
to the general hospital in a single morning— 
which, unless speedily checked, will, even 
before these men can get home, lead to a 
very long sick list; and Government is na- 
turally more tardy now than ever before in 
making the exertion which at this season of 
the year would be necessary, in order to fur- 
nish liberally of fresh vegetables to these 
soldiers. Jor the sake, therefore, of these 
men who are soon to be discharged, that 
they may not carry home the disease which 
they otherwise unavoidably would, and for 
the sake of rendering most valuable ser- 
vice to that part of these armies,—some 
75,000 or 100,000 men who are still to re- 
main under arms, and are really “in the 
field”’ as much as if located in Georgia— 
the Sanitary Commissioa is purchasing 
largely, and issuing liberally, potatoes, on- 
ions, pickles, sour-krout, and other anti- 
scorbutics. ‘Thousands of these men thus 
supplied, have for months previous been 
almost entirely without this kind of. food. 
In the opinion of experienced surgeons, 
the value of the service now rendered by 
the Commission is great indeed. Then, 
among all the regiments, there is a class to 
be cared for (in the aggregate some thou- 
sands) who, under ordinary circumstances, 
would be in general or regimental hospi- 
tals, but who are manfully struggling to 
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keep up, so that they may have the satis- 
faction of going home with the regiment 
for muster-out. Just the aid which the 
Sanitary Commission renders these men, 
(chiefly through our efficient corps of women 
hospital visitors, who have temporarily 
been placed on the field relief corps to per- 
form this kind of special service,) probably 
saves many hundreds, if not thousands, 
from the necessity of leaving the camp and 
going to the hogpital. Add to this the fact 
that the occasion afd the opportunity of 
extending this lengthened arm of the peo- © 
ple at home to these soldiers, is limited to 
but a few weeks at the farthest, and that to 
150,000 men, this is our last opportunity 
to make them feel the presence of the Sani- 
tary Commission, which has followed them 
now for four whole years; connect with it 
also the‘other consideration, that here we 
have concentrated into a field of ten miles 
square, the work which formerly spread 
itself out over widely scattered armies, and 
you see where we find the conditions which, 
as we conceive, call for and justify this 


somewhat large expenditure at this time. 


We should be untrue to the name and 
genius of the Commission, untrue to the 
people themselves, who have entrusted us 
with these: funds to use for the benefit of 
the soldiers, if we allowed this opportunity, 
measured not by months, but by days, to 
slip from us unused. | 


Truly your friend. 





THE GREAT GATHERING AT THE NORTH- 
WEST, 
Cuicaao, Inu., June 9, 1865. 

You cannot be much hotter in Washington 
than we are here in Chicago; and yet the 
people come from the Hast and West to 
make their offerings to our cause at the great 
Fair. This young city, you know, is the 
mother of Sanitary Fairs, and now in the 
days of promised peaee, she kas not forgot- 
ten her obligation to foster the remaining 
work of the Commission, by an effort as 
grand and generous as when she came for- 
ward in days of deeper trial and did so no- 
bly for the soldier. 

All trades are here, several States and 
churches, in their respective individualities, 
having booths inscribed. with their own 
names, and each vieing with the other in 


«efforts to do the most for the geod cause. 


Indians have contributed of their belts 
and bead work, children of their little 
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earnings, schools of their accumulated trea- 
sures, and foreign lands have recognized us 
by uniting in the work. ine 

London, Liverpool, Paris, and the Ger- 
man States are liberally represented. 


Among the little things from children, . 


there has come to-day a small box, contain- 
ing several bright butterflies, large and 
well preserved, with the following note : 

“7 am a little girl, eleven years old, liv- 
ing at Glenwood, Jefferson County, Ken- 
tucky, near Louisville. I want to send 
something to the Sanitary Fair, and the 
dried butterflies are all I have. Please 
accept them. | 

| “ Katy M. Carey.” - 

Now please send Katy the Bulletin, with 
this letter marked for her. . “ Al/ [ have!” 
Who has done al/ they could have done? 
who of us are doing all we can? -but Katy 
has given all she has. She must be re- 
membered for her good work. 

In one of the booths I find a gold watch 
contributed by a soldier, who having served 
his country well, and being about to die, 
took the watch and said: “This is all I 
have to give to the good Commission, which 
has done so much for me and my comrades. 
Send it to the Sanitary Fair.”’ 

The display of articles is good, and the 
financial results will, I trust, be satisfac- 
tory. 

The Christian Commission comes into 
the work with an alacrity and generosity 
that is commendable. The religious press 
and pulpit have both co-operated, and it is 
fitting that at the conclusion of the war we 
should at least approach a union of labor, 
as we certainly have had all along a com- 
‘ munity of interest. 

Some of the churches have brought very 
valuable and expensive contributions, and 
as it is difficult to sell at very high prices, 
the question of raffling has excited consid- 
erable interest. As you know, the Commis- 
sion has never approved this system of rais- 
dng money, and the Executive Committee 
of this fair having resolved to discounten- 
~anceit, posted cards all about the building, 
expressive of their disapprobation. Such 
splendid gifts, however, have come in from 
divers sources, too costly to be within the 
reach of the masses, that the question, How 
shall their value be realized to the Commis- 
sion ? has assumed a serious and practical 
form. The Hxecutive Committee had de- 
clared its opinion—an opinion consistent 
with the uniform policy of the Commission, 


and it could not and ought not to recede 
from its position. 

A meeting was therefore held this morn- 
ing, of the chairmen of the different dele- 
gations, and those immediately interested 
in the sale of articles, which was full of 
interest. Mr. Bryan, the admirable chair- 
man of the Executive Committee, made a 
statement of the views of the Committee, 
and asserted their intention not to swerve 
from their position, but he wished frankly 
to announce that, notwithstanding the pub- 
lished declaration of the Committee, raf- 
fling was being carried on to a considerable 
extent throughout the several departments 
of the Fair, and that a large majority of the 
representatives of churches had expressed 
their desire to adopt the system in order to 
dispose of their valuable articles without 
sacrifice, and as the Committee was im- 
movable, this meeting was called to express 
its opinions. 

Clergymen, and others immediately con- 
cerned, having spent nearly two hours in 
the discussion of the subject, with good 
feeling, and yet with much spirit and ani- 
mation, adopted the following preamble 
and resolutions, with but few dissenting 
voices : ; 

Whereas some of the representatives of 
the people who are here assembled, having 
come without knowledge as to the wishes 
of the Executive Committee of the Fair on 
the subject of raffling, action thereon hav- 
ing been taken after the issue of their cir- 
cular ; and, . 

Whereas the question of raffling being 
submitted to this meeting for an expression 
of its opinion : it is therefore 

Resolved, That thisis the people’s Fair ; 
that it contains the offerings of the people 
from all sections of the country ; and that 
these contributions are here to sell; and that 
each party having charge of such contribu- 
tions claims the right to dispose of their 
articles, according to their best judgment: 
Provided, that all sales within the building 
shall be rigidly confined to the limits of 
the respective departments, except for such 
goods as may be disposed of at the auction 
booth. 

Resolved, That in the expression of this 
opinion, the abstract question of the mo- 
rality of rafiling is not involved. — 

At the close of the meeting Mr. Bryan 
exhorted all to go to work in good faith 
and fellowship, stating, in a peculiarly/feli- 
citous style, that while he did not express 
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any opinion on the abstract question of the 
morality of raffling in fairs, he was satisfied 
that there were some things quite as sinful 
as many supposed raffling to be, which he 
hoped would not be indulged by any, and 


these things were intolerance of opinion,. 


and yielding to an unchristian temper. 

Thus was the vexed question disposed 
of. The official action of the managers of 
the Fair discountenancing the practice, and 
yet the voice of the people demanding it. 

Kvery booth is active, and all hands are 
earnestly engaged to make as large a divi- 
sion of money to the various interests em- 
braced in the enterprise as possible. 

The Christian Commission is to receive a 
liberal share of the proceeds; and in the 
bestowments of the people for distributing 
religious reading, building up homes, and 
providing for the thousand emergencies 
incident to reinstating the soldier to citi- 
zenship again, there will be a eran totality 
of benevolent effort hitherto unknown to 
this region. Yours, &c., 

JOSEPH PARRISH. 





TOUCHING LETTER FROM A WISCONSIN. 
SOLDIER, é 


HEADQUARTERS, Post or Catro, 
Carro, Ills., May 1, 1865. 

My DEAR LITTLE FRIEND Lizzie: Iam 
really glad to make the acquaintance of so 
dear a little girl. I will tell you how it 
came about. Going down to the “ Sanitary 
Boat,’ the box containing your comfort 
bags was being opened, and I espied among 
the rest one that reminded me so much of 
my own dear little one, that I seized and 
claimed it as mine. Opening it, I found 
your little note addressed ‘‘ My dear Sol- 
dier.’ Lread it with much interest, and 
re-read it; and showed it to my commanding 
officer, who is in command of the post. It 
made him, too, think of his little one at 
home. So you see, dear one, that your 
note has at least been on one of its missions, 
and has rejoiced our hearts. Now for the 
contents of the bag. You see one of your 
own sheets of paper comes back to you, and 
one of your stamps. I used one of your 
needles, one of your buttons, and some of 
your thread. The Colonel smoked your 
tobacco, and wished me to tell you it was 
fine. In fact, we enjoyed the “Comfort 


Bag” hugely, talked over it, thought over. 


it; avd I must confess, soldicr that I am, 
that I looked at it till a dimness came over 
my sight, occasioned by the tear it would 
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start. For I thought of the precious jewel 
God gave me, of your own age, a thought- 
ful, lovely child; one like you who loved 
the Sabbath school, her Bible, her pa and 
ma, her sister, and her dear Saviour; who 
for years closed not her eyes in sleep till 
she had said her little prayer, but who, too 
good for earth, was transplanted by “ Our 
Father” to bloom in eternal youth in the 
arms of him who said “Suffer little chil- 
dren to come unto me, and forbid them 
not, for of such is the kingdom of Hea- 
ven.” My dear Lizzie, that her God may be 
yours is the wish of your ‘dear soldier.” 
{ sit in my room here to-night buried almost 
in memories called up by your little note, 
and am happy to tell you they are of the 
happiest kind. My home is in Wisconsin, 
and far from the Mississippi river, in the 
town of Viroqua, Vernon county. Sce if 
you can find that on the map. But I am 
here in my country’s service, trying to 
sustain our nation’s life, and insure to you 
and others, who are growing up to manhood 
and womanhood, the privilege of living ina 
Jree country, never again to be disturbed by 
any such a war as this. Aceept my thanks 
for your kind favor; and be assured that 
the.memory of to-day, with ‘your bag in 
‘sight, (which I shall take home with me,) 
will always be green. Please tell the ladies | 
of the “ Buffalo Aid Society,” that if they 
could have seen the discharged prisoners 
from such prisons as Andersonville and Ca- 
hawba appropriate their little tokens of 
regard for the soldier’s welfare, they would 
have telt amply repaid for any pains they 
have taken. Until this “cruel war is over” 
their efforts will be needed. But we hope 
that that day is not far distant. Then we 
hope to meet our little ones, and enjoy their 
sweet caresses, as I’m sure your own kind 
parents do yours. That you ‘may regain 
your health and grow up a blessing to those 
around you, live in the fear of God, and 
enjoy his favor in this life and the one to 
come, is the wish and prayer of your “dear 
soldier, 
JosEepn D. BroruHers, 
Co. I, 42d Wis. Vol. Infantry. 


FLAG QUILTS, 
To the Editor of the Bulletin: 

Perhaps your readers will be interested 
in the following items respecting two flag 
quilts. Some time in April, we received 
from a country town a quilt made in the form 
of a flag—red-and whitestripes and a blue 
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- field with the white stars sewed on, all 
nicely quilted. It was sent to the Commis- 
sion, with a note attached requesting the 
soldier who had the comfort of sleeping 
under this Union quilt to acknowledge it, 
that we might have some proof that’ the 
soldiers received the donations designed for 
them. i tir 
In less than three weeks, the following 
letter was received at our rooms. Kuowing 
that the exact words of a soldier’s letter 
are always more interesting and effective 
than any abstract account, I send a copy 
of it: 
“HEADQUARTERS 202D Reaq’r. Pa. VoLs., 
“Farrrax STATION, Va., May 10, 1865. 


‘Harr Sux : I am asoldier in the above 


named regiment, and also am in receipt of 


a few lines pinned on one of your quilts ; 
and feel heartily glad to know that we are 
not forgotten by the fair ones at home. 
You ask the question for me to inform you 
whether us soldiers receive such articles. 
J will answer by saying to the Scciety that 
we do. Also, my bed has on a very nice, 
clean white sheet and pillow, with white slip 
on. I need not tell you of the pleasant 
dreams I had, but the first night the flag 
quilt was spread over me, I did dream of 
the loved ones faraway. But enough; your 
donations are received—small favors thank- 
fully and larger ones in proportion. I will 
wait a speedy reply from the fair ones. I 
am a man twenty-six years of age, and 
belong to good society. PLE 8 Tea 


This letter was duly answered by the 
Society which had contributed the gift. 

We have another flag quilt, which we 
shall send this week, around which cluster 
some touching associations. The lady who 
brought it teld us that, when our national 
banner was first insulted at ort Sumter, this 
flag was made by her mother and brother, 
and was one of the first that was raised in 
her town. 
not long after, her sorrowing son cut down 
the*flag staff, and entered the army. He 
was killed at Chancellorsville, and this flag 
was never unfurled after his enlistment till 
the death of our murdered President, when 
it was draped in mourning for that sad 
event. Thus consecrated, the sister has now 
converted it into a quilt, and wishes it sent 
to some one of our released prisoners still 
in hospital. siecle aaa 

We shall endeavor to comply with her 
wishes. New Haven, Conn. 


On the death of the mother, . 


# 
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CRUELTY TO UNION PRISONERS. 
Hxtracts from the report of Frederick N. Knapp, 

Superintendent of Special Relief, read at the 

quarlerly meeting of the Board of the United 

Siates Sanitary Commission, Washington, D. C., 

April 20, 1865. 

* * * On Sunday, April 2, I arrived at 
Wilmington, North Carolina, having left 
Washington in response to the call made 
by Dr. Agnew in his letter of March 20, 
describing the wretchedness and destitution 
of the 1,500 or 2,000 Union prisoners who 
had just been brought into Wilmington, 
exchanged or paroled from the rebel prisons. 
When I reached Wilmington, all but 300 
of these Union prisoners had been sent 
North; and those who remained had been 
made in all respects clean and comfortable, 
as had been those who had gone on ship- 
board. And this had been done largely, 
almost exclusively, through the abundant 
supplies.of clothing furnished by the Com- 
mission—some thousands of garments— 
which enabled these men to lay aside the 
filthy rags in which alone they had for 
months been clothed. I am convinced 
from what I myself saw, and from the.testi- 
mony of the medical and the military off- 
cers at Wilmington, that the Sanitary Com- 
mission did one of its most blessed and be- 
neficent works in the help it gave to the 
surgeons there, who, with utterly deficient 
means at hand, were trying to lift these re- 
turned prisoners out of a state of filth and 
starvation—a condition resulting directly 
from long confinement at the South and 
studied deprivations. And I may add that 
among the men who still remained at Wil- 
mington, although they were surrounded 
by comforts, and their appearance had of 
course been entirely changed from what it 
was at first, there was, in the seventy gan- 
grenous limbs (dry gangrene from frost or 
exposure) of men gathered in one hospital, 
the saddest affd most striking evidence I 
have yet seen of the malignant cruelty prac- 
ticed upon our Union prisoners by the 
einoiity, IE. ) CARN A 8 Sarin fee ee 

On Friday, April 7, I left City Point, 
upon the Sanitary tug boat, “Gov. Curtin,” 
which was starting with stores for Rich- 
mond. We arrived at Richmond Friday 
evening, having been delayed on our way 
up two hours at “Deep Bottom,’ where 
we took'on board the “Curtin” quite an 
amount of supplies from what had been the 
sanitary store-house of the 25th army corps ; 
the sanitary wagons,—which you will re- 
collect followed the troops into Richmond 
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the morning it was evacuated,—though well 
loaded, were able to take but a share of the 
supplies. 

Saturday morning, after passing by the 
smoking ruins, and getting sight of “ Libby 
Prison” and “ Belle Isle,’’—each bound in 
with its terrible history,—I went out to 
“ Jackson Hospital,” one of the principal 
hospitals of the place, a mile and a half or 
two miles from the city; and here I saw 
that which, by contrast, made me feel ten- 
fold more fully than ever before how great 
had been the barbarity of that system of 
starvation and exposure by which the 
rebels, with slow and terrible death, had 
killed: off our men, their prisoners of war. 

J found at that rebel hospital the evidence 
of thorough organization and wise system— 
a large generosity in all the provisions for 
the comfort of their patients ; and testimony 
proving the fact that, as a general thing, 
there had been no lack of supplies there, 
but usually an abundance of all needed 
stores. As I looked on these well-ordered 
methods, and the liberal provision which 
had long been made by the rebels at that 
hospital, located within less than cannon- 
shot distance of Belle Isle, I felt that the 
thin screen of “ ignorance’ or of ‘ inabil- 
' tty,’ with which some persons still seek to 
temper the barbarity of the rebels, must be 
at once and utterly swept away, leaving the 
inhuman cruelty of this slow murder to 
stand out clearly, and its true nature to be 
recognized, viz: a means systematically ar- 
ranged and adopted, under a deliberate plan, 
as an engine of war, whereby to thin our 
ranks by death, precisely as the bayonet is 
used in battle—except that the bayonet is 
connected with bravery, while this instru- 
ment of death is the weapon of cowardice. 
For what could stand in stronger contrast 
with the boasted chivalry of the South, or 
with the undoubted valor of her soldiers in 
the field, than this resort to a process of 
starving defenceless men by thousands, 
showing that the spirit of slavery, which 
fomented and has guided this rebellion, 1s 
not only oppressive, but base ; since bravery 
—that virtue which all men praise—dies 
out under a system that creates and thrives 
upon brutality and ungoverned passions ? 
What, therefore, if not this meanest and 
most crucl method of getting rid of a dreaded 
foe, should forever be branded as cowardice ? 

Jackson Hospital, as established and con- 
ducted by the rebels, was excellent; in 
some respects, few military hospitals of our 
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own surpass it. It was excellent in its gen- 
eral plan of organization; in its location 
and its arrangement of buildings ; in its ad- 
ministration ; 3 In its thorough ‘policing ; in 
the exceeding cleanliness of its bedding, and 
in the very liberal provision made by the 
rebel government for the hospital fund. 

Jackson Hospital comfortably accommo- 
dates 2,500 patients. Winder Hospital, 
which is near by, but which I did not visit, is 
said to be similar to Jackson Hospital in gen- 
eral arrangements and capacity, but inferior 
in its situation and its appointments. The 
buildings at Jackson Hospital are much 
like our usual wooden hospital barracks, well 
arranged and well warmed and lighted, the 
floors nicely scoured, and the walls, in many 
wards, covered with canvas, which was 
painted white. The bedsteads were only 
wood, but were kept very white, and on each 
was both a straw bed and a cotton mattrass, 
and two feather pillows with nice pillow 
cases. The sheets and blankets and bed- 
spreads were unusually clean, and bore 
marks of being carefully looked ‘after. The 
cleanliness of the bed-linen was accounted 
for by the large laundry, where sixty we 
laundresses were constantly at work. 
laundry was provided with a long row of 
fixed tubs, into which the water was brought 
by pipes, and ample provision was made for . 
heating water, heating irons, &c., &e. 

This laundry had its tenements near by 
for the women employed there, where they 
seemed comfortable in their quarters, and 
neat in personal appearance. At the hos- 
pital, beside the medical corps and nurses, 
and the two matrons to every ninety pa- 
tients, there were in each section a chief 
linen matron and a chief culinary matron, 
with their two assistants. In each ‘section 
was a kitchen for special diet, with four to 
six stoves—this besides the general kitchen 
attached to each section. The special diet 
list was posted in all the wards, and seemed - 
liberal and aiming to secure variety. The 
dispensaries: were well fitted up, and the 
persons in charge said, in answer to mf in- 
quiry, that, excepting a deficiency at times 
in some few articles, their supply had been 
good. ‘The linen rooms were kept in the 
neatest order, and seemed to have been un- 
usually well filled. The baggage rooms 
were like the rest, clean and well arranged. 
The dining rooms ‘of each section, where the 
convalescents ate, were also kept well, and 
the tables neat, and bearing marks of care 
and comfort, and cofivalescents who had 
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been there some months assured me that: 
their fare was, on the whole, excellent. 
There were no-covered walks connecting the 
different buildings in the section with the 
dining rooms, nor were there any “ tram- 
ways” from the kitchens to the wards ; but 
the walks were hard and clean, and the 
drains deep and free. At the head of each 
section were neat buildings, one of which 
was occupicd by surgeons, others by matrons 
and women assistants. These buildings, 
with their white-washed fronts and green 
blinds, and patches of grass, had a look of 
comfort. There was no general methud of 


carrying water by pipes over the different 


buildings, consequently there was no pro- 
vision for bath rooms in the several wards 
—a decided deficiency ; but good water for 
ordinary use was furnished by wells. The 
water-closets for convalescents were located 
where a running stream carried off the de- 
posits. 

Within the hospital grounds and near by 
was an open grove of large trees, with grass 
beneath, neatly kept. At the further edge 
of this grove was one of the two large ice 
houses which supplied the hospital, each 
30x30 feet, and 18 feet deep. They are 
both now filled solid with ice, well pro- 
tected. A little way from the hospital on 
the other side are large sheds and a barn, 
also a dairy house, with the cold water of 
the melting ice of one of the ice houses 
flowing through it. At this dairy in sum- 
mer they have had sixty cows, pastured 
near by, to furnish fresh milk, and at times 
fresh butter also, to the patients. The re- 
fuse from the barn yard goes to enrich the 
hospital garden of three or four acres, which 
the surgeon formerly in charge told me had 
become very productive. 

_ Near the dairy house stands a large 
bakery, at present not used, with capa- 
cious ovens, where formerly, as the man in 
charge stated, they turned out sixty thou- 
sand poupds of bread per day. 

_ To the above memoranda is to be added 
this most important fact, viz: that the 
rebel government, in making provision for 
the “ Hospital Fund,” added one hundred 
per cent. to the usual army ration. Thus 
was furnished large means for purchasing 
extta supplies. : 

-_ Such, roughly sketched, is the record of 

Jackson Hospital, as it had been during the 

past year or more; while near by, all the 

timc, was Belle Isle, with its shelterless and 

starving thousands. : ** * 
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THE WORK OF A GREAT PEOPLE. 
(Continued from Bulletin No. 38.) 
INSPECTION OF THE CAMPS AND HOSPI- 
TALS. 

While the Commission was thus organi- 
zing societies throughout the country for 
its future operations, it did not lose. sight 
of the important object for which it had 
been created. From the first, inspectors 
had been sent to examine the camps and 
hospitals, not merely with respect to their 
sanitary. condition, but in regard to every- 
thing that could-enable the soldier more 
satisfactorily to perform his duties, apart 
from purely military considerations. The 
examination was generally made hy two in- 
spectors acting in concert: one of these 
was a physician of acknowledged ability ; 
the other was usually a minister of the Gos- 
pel. It was enjoined upon them to present 
themselves to the general or commanding 


officer immediately on their arrival at the 


post which was assigned them, to seek at 
once to establish friendly relations with the 
medical corps, and to ask for the informa- 
tion specified in their instructions. After 
visiting the hospitals, the camps, and even 
the troops, they forwarded their reports, 
which were always confidential, to the cen- 
tral committee at Washington. More than 
two thousand reports have already been 
thus furnished, and there is great reason to 
believe that this voluntary benevolent asso- 


ciation possesses more complete and more 


important information of all that relates to 
the sanitary condition of the troops in the 
field than can be found anywhere else. 
Every inspector, in his. report, is bound to 
answer, in writing, to one.hundred and 
twenty-five printed questions, respecting 
everything that can affect the welfare and 
health of the soldiers in the various lati- 
tudes, ani at the. different seasons of the 
year. 

The medical department of the army had 
fallen into astate of inefficiency during the 
long period of peace which preceded the 
Southern rebellion. It was necessary to 
re-organize it. But the administration hay- 
ing been only recently installed, did not at 
first appreciate the greatness: of the work 
before them. They were content with 
merely appointing a new Surgeon General, 
retaining, at the same time, the old organi- 
zation. The officer thus chosen showed 
himself from the first hostile to the Com- 
mission; but as his opposition could not 
overpower the authorization granted by the 





Secretary of War, and sanctioned by the 
President, he decided at length to allow 
the Commission to do what it wished in re- 
gard to the volunteers, on condition that it 
should not in any way concern itself with 
the regular troops. 

The Sanitary Commission, authorized by 
the President and the Secretary of War to 
continue its work, had been enabled to dis- 
pense with the approbation of the Surgeon 
General, but on this, as on all other occa- 
sions, it acted only in concert with the 
medical and military authorities, a modera- 
tion before which all the jealous suspicions 
of which it had at first been the object 
were destined to disappear. 

The Government, however, not consid- 
ering the Surgeon General, of whom we 
have just spoken, equal to the demands of 
the time, resolved that another should be 
appointed. This appointment depended on 
the President, but it was known that thé 
opinion of the Secretary of War would 
have great influence on his choice. In de- 
parting ftom the rule of seniority, there 
was great danger lest favoritism might pre- 
vail over merit; yet it was of the utmost 
importance that the position should be 
given to him who was best qualified to fill 
it, without respect to rank or age. Under 
these circumstances, the Commission re- 
solved to choose a candidate, and respect- 
fully to present the name of their choice to 
the President. While the proposed new 
medical act was under discussion in Con- 
gress, the standing committee, comprising 
several of the most eminent practitioners 
in the United States, began to look out for 
a person possessing the scientific acquire- 
ments and administrative abilities necessa- 
ry for such a position. They made choice 
of Dr. W. A. Hammond, assistant surgeon 
of the medical staff. After some hesita- 
tion, Mr. Lincoln decided to present the 
name of the candidate of the Commission 
to Congress, and he was confirmed. From 
a simple First Lieutenant, director of asin- 
gle hospital, Dr. Hammond rose at once to 
the rank of a Brigadier General, and had 
all the responsibility of the medical de- 
partment of an army as numerous as that 
of any:power in Europe. The results of 
his nomination have answered the hopes of 
his friends, and satisfied the wants of the 
country. The London “ Medical Times,” 
dated the 17th of October, 1863, says of 
Dr. Hammond: “ Making allowance for 
the usual transatlantic exaggerations, he 





“corps, and an ever 
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really seems to have performed his work 
well. Appointed by the President in spite 
of the old routine custom, over the heads 
of many seniors, he came to his task full of 
vigor, in the prime of life, and capable of 
great physical endurance. With a bold 
hand he surrounded himself with trust- 
worthy subordinates, displacing many who 
he did not think equal to the crisis, and 
proceeded energetically with his work. 
Large armies had to be provided for, a sys- 
tem of military hospitals to be organized, 
the examining boards to be reconstructed, 
and an army medical school and museum to 
be founded. Well, in these vast and use- 
ful works, he seems to have succeeded be- 
yond all expectation.” 
_ He recognized the importance of the 
labors of the Sanitary Commission, and 
after his election this body became what it 
was destined to be—an aid to the medical 
N 2 ‘ 
present friend of the 
sick and wounded. : 
DISEASES IN DIFFERENT PARTS OF THE 
, COUNTRY. | 


After Dr. Hammond had taken charge 
of the medical department of the army, the 
Sanitary Commission was enabled to give 
all its attention to its original object. In 
order to assail the rebellion to the best ad- 
vantage, the theatre of the war had been 
divided by the government into military 
departments ; these were generally determ- 
ined by the basins of the great rivers, such 
as the Potomac, the Mississippi, the Cum- 
berland, &c.; but there were also those of 
North and South Carolina, &e. These de- 
partments, in many respects, differ widely 
from each other; it may almost be said 
that all the latitudes and all the climates 
of, Kurope are therein represented. Dis- 
dases which cause great ravages in one of 
these departments are sometimes wholly 
unknown in another. It has been neces- 
sary to institute particular inquiry respect- 
ing the proper mode of treating certain 
miasmatic diseases to which the armies of 
Europe are strangers. The Commission 
has made great efforts to obtain in advance 
the necessary information concerning the 
destination or change of position of, the 
different army corps ; as soon as it has been 
obtained, physicians and surgeons have 
been sent with each army corps, that they 
might make particular inquiry respecting 
the principal diseases prevailing in that 
locality. The reports of these physicians 
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furnish the Commission with full informa- 
tion, not only. with respect to thé preven- 
tive measures necessary to be adopted, and 
the usual mode of treating the diseases in 
question, but also as to the best methods of 
forwarding supplies to the point desired. 


HOSPITAL TRANSPORTS. 


At the commencement of the war the 
military operations, on both sides had for 
their bases the courses of navigable waters. 
To that, both Unionists and Secessionists 
were forced, by the nature of the country, 
there being in the South but few railways, 
and these having but a single track, while 
good roads of the ordinary kind are almost 
unknown, and those which do exist are im- 
practicable during a considerable part of 
the year. In consequence of this state of 
things, the Sanitary Commission recom- 
mended that a system of transports should 
be organized, and setting the example, it 
obtained from the government several large 
river steamboats, and converted them into 
hospitals. In these it placed its own sur- 
geons and competent attendants for the 
sick, together with medicines and provis- 
‘ions, and despatched them to the scene of 
military operations: 

In,order to give an illustration of the 
utility of these floating hospitals, we may 
refer to the campaign of the Peninsula in 
1862. The base of Gen. McClellan’s oper- 
ations against Richmond was formed by the 
rivers York and Pamunkey. From the 
early part of the campaign until the in- 
surgents had turned the right flank of the 
main army, (about the end of June,) thus 
compelling the latter to retreat from its 
position on the Chickahominy, the sick and 
wounded of the Federal army were con- 
veyed to West Point, on the Pamunkey. 
- There the general hospitals of the army were 
established, but they were soon full; the 
climate of this locality was excessively hot 
and unhealthy, and the medical corps in- 
sufficient in number for the proper discharge 
of their duties. As soon, therefore, as the 
floating hospitals arrived, the sick were 
conveyed by way of the Pamunkey and 
York to Fortress Monroe, at the entrance of 
the Chesapeake. There, having the benefit 
of the refreshing sea breeze, and only 
twelve hours distant from Baltimore by 
steam, they could readily obtain all needful 
assistance, and if occasion required, they 
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particularly adapted for sueh a service. 
All their machinery is above the water 


line; they draw only a few feet of water, 


the cabins being arranged one above the 
other, the vessel sometimes having three 
tiersof them. The windows are large, the 
ceilings high, thus allowing a free supply 
of that element which is so essential to a 
hospital—pure air—even when there are on 
board from eight hundred to a thousand 
persons. 

It may not be out of place to give here 
some idea of the work which has been ac- 
complished on these floating hospitals of 
the Sanitary Commission. The women 
here, also, are the life and soul of these es- 
tablishments, surpassing the men, even, in 
courage and energy. They belong nearly 
all to the most wealthy or most respectable 
families, for it is generally regarded. as a 
great honor to be employed by the Commis- 
sion insuch service. This is the more sur- 
prising, because it could not be supposed 
that their former habits of comfort and 
luxury could prepare them for encountering 
the perils and privations which they must 
necessarily meet with in this field of labor. 

From a work recently published, respect- 


ing the Sanitary Commission, by one of 


their female attendants, (yorde malades,) 
we extract the following: 

“ At midnight two steamers came along- 
side the Lim City, each with a hundred 
sick, bringing word that the Daniel Web- 
ster No. 2, (a side-wheel vessel, not a Com- 
mission boat,) was aground at a little dis- 
tance, with two hundred more, having no 
one in charge of them, and nothing to eat. 
Of course they had to be attended to. So 
amidst the wildest and most beautiful storm 
of thunder and lightning, four of us pulled » 
off to her in a little boat, with tea, bread, 
brandy, and beef essence. (No one can 
tell how it tries my nerves to go toppling 
round at night in little boats, and clamber- 
ing up ships’ sides on little ladders.) We 
fed them—the usual process. Poor fellows! 
they were so crazy! And then the Wissa- 
hickon came alongside to transfer them to 
the Elm City. Only a part of them could 
go in the first load. Dr. Ware, with his 
constant thoughtfulness, made me go in her 
to escape returning inthesmall boat. Just 
as we pushed off, the steam gave out, and 
we drifted end on tothe shore. Thena 
boat had to put off from the #/m City, with 


could be directly transported to the North. | a line to tow us up. All this time the 
The steamers on the American rivers are | thunder was incessant, the rain falling in 
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torrents, whilst every second the beautiful 
crimson lightning flashed the whole scene 
open to us.” 

Another episode presents traits of char- 
acter truly heroic. We may here remark, 
in passing, that the Sanitary Commission 
does not keep in its service any one who 
manifests the slightest timidity under the 
fire of the enemy or in any other danger. 

The following circumstances occurred 
after the retreat from the Chickahominy, 
when the army of the Potomac had just 

,arrived at the James river: 

“Reached Harrison’s Bar at 11 A. M., 
July Ist, and were ordered to go up the 
James river as far as Carter’s Landing. To 
do this we must pass the batteries at City 
Point. We were told there was no danger, 
if we should carry a yellow flac; yellow 
jlag we had none, so we trusted to the red 
Sanitary Commission, and prepared to run 
it. The Galena hailed us té keep below 
as we passed the battery. Shortly after, 
we came up with The Monitor, and the 
little captain, with his Hast India hat, 
trumpet in hand, repeated ‘the advice of 
The Galena, and added that if he heard 
firing he would follow us. Our cannon 
pointed its black muzzle at the shore, and 
on we went. As we left The Monitor, 
the captain came to me, with his grim 
smile, and said, ‘1’ll take those mattresses 
you spoke of.” We had joked, as people 
will, about our danger, and I had suggested 
mattresses around the wheel-house, never 
thinking that he would try it But the 
captain was in earnest; when was he any- 
thing else? So the ‘contrabands’* brought 
up the mattresses and’ piled them against 
the wheel-house, and the pilot stood against 
the mast with a mattress slung in the rig- 
ging to protect him. In an hour we had 
passed the danger and reached Carter’s 
Landing, and there was the army, ‘all that 
was left of it.’ ” 

Honor to the women! They are the 
same in all parts of the world; kind, devo- 
ted, counting their personal comfort and 
safety as nothing if they can only relieve 
those who suffer. 








*From the commencement of the war this name was 
given by the Union armies to the liberated negroes. Its 
origin was as follows: When General Butler commanded 
at Fortress Monroe, he wrote to the Secretary of War to 
ask what was to be done with the negroes who had not run 
away from their masters, but whose masters had run away 
from them, adding, that inasmuch as they might be made 
use of in war, they ought, as well as the other property of 
the rebels capable of being so used, to be considered as 
“contraband of war,’ and the terni has since been univer- 
sally applied to them. 
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MEDICAL PUBLICATIONS OF THE SANITARY 
COMMISSION. 

The want of,a certain kind of experience 
of the medical officers of the volunteer 
army had, from the first, attracted the at- 
tention of the Commission. Almost all 
the surgeons and assistant surgeons were 
ignorant of that particular branch of med- 
ical science which relates to armies durin 
acampaign. On the other hand, the Gov- 
ernment had too much to do to be able to 
give the necessary attention to this subject. 
The Sanitary Commission, therefore, nomi- 
nated of its own members a special commit- 
tee, charged with the preparation of a se- 
ries of reports on military surgery,-and the 
subjects thereto appertaining. The fol- 
lowing list of pamphlets published by this 
committee will give some idea of this branch 
of labor: . ‘ 

A—Report on Military Hygiene and 
Therapeutics. | 








B—TInstructions to Surgeons on Field of 
Battle. 
C—Rules for preserving the Health of 


the Soldier. 

D—Report on the use of Quinine as a 
Prophylactic. 

K—Report on Vaccination in Armies. 

F—Report on Amputations. 

G—Report on Amputations through Foot 
and Ankle Joint. 

H—Report on Venereal Diseases, &e.. 

I—Report on Pneumonia. 

K—Report on continued Fevers. 

L—Excision of Joints. 

M—Dysentery. . 

N-—Report on Scurvy. 

O—Report on Treatment of Fractures in 
Military Surgery. 

P—Report on Miasmatic Fevers. 

Q—Report on Yellow Fever. 

R—Hemorrhage from Wounds. 

S—Infectious Diseases. & 

T'—Plaster of Paris Splints. 

All these documents are distributed gra- 
tuitously among the members of the medi- 
cal corps of the army. | 

Had the Sanitary Commission done noth- 
ing else than publish these reports, and 
give circulation to this kind of information, 
it would have deserved the thanks of the 
army and the country, for the surgeons of 
the regiments, nearly all of whom had 
recently passed from civil life to their new 
position, were, for the most pagt, but im- 
perfectly acquainted with the duties and 
demands of their office. 
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THE “‘ CUISINE’ OF THE CAMPS. 


The proper cooking of the food destined 
for the soldiers is a subject of great import- 
ance, and it early attracted the attention 
of the Commission. There was a great 
deal to be done in this respect. The ra- 
tions of the American soldiers greatly ex- 
ceed, both in quantity and variety, those of 
any other nation, But the Americans 
(generally speaking) are rather poor cooks, 
so that even the quantity of food became, 
when it was badly prepared, a great cause 
of disease among the troops.» As a general 
rule, the cooking during. a campaign con- 
sisted in roasting (or rather in broiling) 
the meat which had been freshly killed 
over a fire built on the earth. In such a 
proceeding economy of fuel is usually a 
secondary consideration, and it sometimes 
happens that after a certain length of time 
they are reduced toshortallowance. After 
an engagement the soldiers are not gener- 
ally inclined to fatigue themselves much 
in search for wood, nevertheless there are 


hundreds, sometimes thousands, of the 


wounded and sick to be nourished. On 
such occasions the Commission made use 
of immense boilers mounted on wheels, and 
containing a soup well prepared and nour- 
ishing, which its agents distributed to the 
soldiers, who, on their part, were not long 
in imitating the example thus set them. 


FLYING HOSPITALS. 


Another proposition of the Commission, 
which the medical corps adopted at once, 
was that of a mp rary hospital arranged on 
an improved plan. A structure destined 
to receive the sick, which can be quickly 
erected, which is sufficiently large, and at 
the same time easy of transportation, is a 
very great desideratum to every army; and 
it may be doubted whether these three es- 
sentiajgconditions could be better fulfilled 
than we . arrangement referred to. It 
consisted of the trunks of trees placed at 
the desired distance from each other, the 
roof being formed of tarpaulin, and the 
walls of' sail. cloth, which could be raised 
or lowered at pleasure, according as much 
or little air might be desired. The first 
hospital of this. kind that was constructed 
contained 1,500 beds. 





A FALSE CHARGE REFUTED. 
How is This? 


To the Editor of the N. Y. Tribune: 
Sir’; I have just seeua letter from the wife of 


a soldier belonging to Schofield’s army. She 
says her husband has been in the hospital at 
Newbern three weeks, receiving good care. But, 
he adds: “The Christian ‘and Sanitary Com- 


missions are represented here, but the poor sick 
soldiers have to pay for what ‘they get of them. 

It is the officers that receive the benefit of their 
ministrations.”” This being the case, this poor 
woman has sent five dollars to assist her husband 
in putting himself in condition to resume his 
place in line to fight the battles of his country. 
Are not such women of more real value to the 
country than our Sanitary and Christian Com- 
missions ? y 

New York, April 10, 1865. 


Rooms or tHE U. 8S. San. Com., 
Newsern, N. C., May 29, 1865. 


To Jno. S. BLatoHrorn, Hisq.,,.! 
General Secretary U.S. S. Ci: 

‘Dear Srr: I propose to make a brief 
statement of what the Sanitary Commission 
has done for the sick soldiers in this same 
hospital at Newbern, during the limited 
period from January 1 to May 1, leaving 
the manner of the disbursement to more 
disinterested evidence. 

During the period referred to, we have 
issued to one hundred and forty-six requl- 
sitions of the Chief Surgeon and his assis- 
tants, to say nothing of individual relief to 
convalescents from this hospital calling at 











the rooms of the Commission. These re- 
quisitions embrace— 

Arm SIIngS......0ecceceee 12;Canned Mutton, Ibs..... 240 
Bandages, bb1s.........4 4|Condensed Milk, Ibs.... 2,080 
Beef Stock, Ibs........+60 SOOWNE SONS) PY. sac.sceacssoncs 1 
DBS GEES! WOifeserasceceasnpens 1| Needle Books.........s000« 5 
Blackberry, cond’d, Ibs. TTVONnTONE, DDISs....c.csececee 30 
Blackberry Cord., bots.. 7|Overcoats, Infantry..... 35 
IDISIIGOUS. tedetess ss ces sacs SOUP AGS aoc cenens+ssatiadienenecs 98 
Bran y,, 642s. ccscees ondts SBS Rise piss dawessceene' 188 
Currants, DOXES.....0.00 2| Paper, note, ream........ 34 
CUSTOMS Ehss, wes.sce..tso00 -  9813)/Penholders, doz.......... 46 
Chloride Lime, bbls..... Gl Pens cross ess. .scssscssd 1% 
Drawers, woolen, prs... 784|Pickles, Dbbls........++06 . 3 
Drawers, cotton, prs..... 87 | Potatoes, DbI18...1.....00 328: 
Dominoes, boxes......+« ° 4) Prunes, pk ges........se0 2 
Kye Thades..ccccecssscesees , 3| Pillow Cases..........s000e 144 
Gelatine, Ibs.......0..cs006 16}Pears, WSs. <...85.cts-eceune 60 
Ala, 8 8 eid h Gas save ORAZ S yo DDIS «teasecacssasess 244 
Apple Butter, keg 1|Shirts, cotton..... 148 
BEAR anisaiiy:. eisscee sh hae 20) Shirts, woolen........cc00 1,382 
STU SOS: cde tu esst cuts nec as 90] Shoes, prs 39 
Cabbage, bbls... 24.652... AL STEP PCTS e.cs-.ceecccseseoeees 159 
Chogolate & Cocoa, Ibs. 144) Socks..........scssecssereeeee 600 
Corn Starch, Ibs......... 237 |SPONBES...s.-.cescrcceseesees 6 
Craters, Db18.22.04.c.600 33|Sugar, white, lbs........+ 80 
ROP INECIGS. TGS. dats on ott 62| Surgical Shirts, cotton. 10 
Comfort Bags........se000. 51| Surgical Shirts, woolen. 7 
Dried Apples, bbI........  * 1) Tea, 1bS......seeeceserceeseee 10 
Dried Fruit, pkges...... 9] Testaments......c.cesereee * 12 
Einvelopes:.. 3.065 tiescecee 1,000 | Tin Cups.......ceccesseeevee 59 
Harings LUGk..cessceo-bee das 23 | Tobacco, IDS.....cecseeseees m 28 
Ginger Extract, bot..... 1|Tomatoes, canned, lbs.. ee 
.Handkerchiefs.........+6 163 | Towelsi..cs.cceecccss cvscesee 

FRAUD tease taneeccree nana naces 84|Mutton, canned, lbs..... 240 
Usinvlass: Loseeree.seeenes 214| Whiskey, Pts.......+++ee+ 22 
JOUIEAs FATS Tes deve caves 2D1| Wine, Dots:.......cec.sccees 25 
Krouty BbIs;3....aigr-s 023 9] WrapPers....-seceeerereres 5 
Lemons, boxes oe 2) Vaccine Crust........cceve a 
Lanterns, ....0..sessceessee 1| 





The General Hospital, which is under 
the able management of Dr. Clayton Cow- 
gill, Surg. U. 8. V., bas of its own a well- 
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regulated, extra-diet kitchen, supplied by 
a hospital fund, administered with liberal- 
ity and judgment. The capacity of the 
hospital has ranged from 800 to 8,000 
beds; and the fund has been abundant for 
supplying to the extra-diet kitchen every- 
thing attainable in this market, and for 
sending an occasional special agent to New 
York for such articles and quantities as 


were not attainable in this limited market.’ 


This hospital, through its whole history, 
from the capture of Newbern to the sur- 
render of the Rebel armies, has grown up 
under the daily observation of the agents 
of the Commission at this post, and is 
regarded by me to be as perfect in its 
machinery and administration, and as justly 
and humanely administered, as the best 
regulated institution in the country; and 
this opinion is sustained by the testimony 
of every Government official whose duty 
has led them to inspect it. ; 

I mention this not with the intention of 
drawing your attention from any malfeas- 
ance with which our agents are charged in 
the Zribune, but to give the proper credit 
to the management of the hospital, and ac- 
count for the confidential relations between 
it and the Commission here. I have found 
no occasion to send an agent through the 
hospital to disburse special comforts, as 
every bedside, at all hours of my visits, 
showed all the appendages and comforts 
required in a well attended sick room and 
‘by every phase of disease. Yet, during 
the Carolina campaign of Schofield’s and 
Sherman’s armies, the additional strain 
upon our hospital attention was met by the 
valuable and voluntary services of one as re- 
fined and gentle as the most tender sensi- 
bilities could render her, and whose angelic 
ministrations were operating at the very 
time when this Zribune item was penned. 
When the rush of Sherman’s sick and 
wounded poured in upon our overworkéd 
hospital and Sanitary corps, the matrons 
and female teachers employed in New- 
bern came to the rescue, with offers of 
help in their appropriate sphere. They 


formed Teachers’ Associations of Relief, | 


drew crude supplies generously from our 
Sanitary stores, and with gentle hand dis- 
bursed them, in ‘the most tempting forms 


attainable by the culinary art, through all . 


the wards of the hospital, under the pro- 
fessional supervision of the respective 
surgeons. ‘This supervision was easily 


maintained, as the daily card of the surgeon | line. 


x 
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for each patient indicated the general and 
extra diet most suitable for his case. 

I record a list of some of the articles 
drawn by these ladies from the stores of 
the Sanitary Commission during six weeks 
of this period: 


IMANK, (CORE aapias<saeeecte ses 215| Wine, bottles..........000 68 
Corn starch and maize- Brandy, bottles....... Riess kre 
NAy LOBvesciseccxseosse Te 127|Cordials and Syrups, 
Gelatine and Isinglass, Bottles .ch-teccgereca scene 
IeOB icscostwntuveteveasomt 00 | Faztina, Wb, sae eeoebees 44 
Arrow-ro0t, 1D8.. +. eseeee _ 15!Crackers, barrels......... 1 
UGA WiSrsst..cbesensconse 206|"TGA, TD8...cas.ces-secsasectens 
Tomatoes, U0Ssvassvecres se 459|Cocoa and Chocolate, 
Dried fruit, barrels...... 2}. [DBasdteccsecupesusseceveees 
Coffee; b8s...dtieettescese 65| Peas, canned, Ibs.,......- 7-6 
Bay rum, bettle.......... 1)Ginger, extra, box....... ad 
Preserves and Jellies, 8 Pears, canned, Ibs..... 
gals. and jars.....sese0 89] Peaches, 4) Nana 161 
Lemons, DOXE€S.......s0006 2) Quinces* 2 se meres 


These ministrations were made “ without 
money and without price,” and I deem it 
impossible that any such malfeasance as 
indicated in the Zribune’s item could be 
carried on in this hospital. 

Soldiers, in thousands of instances, eat 
drink, and wear, the choicest stores of the 
Sanitary Commission, without dreaming of 
the source from which they derive these 
comforts and luxuries, and in the very act 
of enjoyment, would be ready to aver un- 
consciously that they “never received any- : 
thing from the Sanitary Commission.” 
They do not always know what it is that 
softens the asperities of the service in this 
war, nor whence comes the relief that 
makes the soldier’s life in our armies so 
much more tolerable than in any of the 
armies heretofore recorded in history. 

It would be difficult to conceive in what 
way the “five dollars’” were needed “to 
assist her husband to resome his place in 
line,” &c., unless it was for clothes, and for 
these the hospital had two sturces to draw 
from, viz: the Government stores and the 
Sanitary Commission. The surgeons in 
charge had a carte blanche on the Commis- 
sion here for supplies to meet pressing (nts, 
and the list shows that they made liberal 
use of it for their patients, as in the lim- 
ited period alluded to, they drew over 800 
pairs drawers, 90 blouses, 163 handker- 
chiefs, 35 overcoats, 138 pairs pants, 1,477 
shirts, 89 pairs shoes, 159 pairs slippers, 
and 600 pairs socks. 

I have prolonged this notice of the Z'ri- 
bune’s item to show that a soldier in the 
General Hospital in Newbern need not 
suffer for comfort, nor buy Sanitary stores, 
nor seck from distant friends the relief 
necessary to enable him to place himself in 
No agent of the Sanitary Commis- 
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sion has, at any time, sold any article to 
any person in this department. Very res- 
' pectfully, your ob’t serv’t, 
| J. W. Paas, M. D., 
Inspector U. 8. San. Com. 


DOWN THE MISSISSIPPI, 
‘ Lovuisvitun, Ky., May 6, 1865. 
Dr. J. S. NEWBERRY, ~ 
Sec’y West’n Dep’t U. S. Sin. Com., 
Louisville, Ky.: 

Dear Sre: According to your instruc- 
tions, on the 13th of April I took charge 
of the steamer J. 7. McCombs, at Louis- 
ville, chartered by the Sanitary Commis- 
gion, and loaded with stores, principally for 
the paroled prisoners at Vicksburg, or, in 
case they were not wanted there, to be 
taken to New Orleans. 

We left Louisville that night, and after 
stopping at several towns along the river to 
leave passengers, reached Paducah, Ky., 
before daylight on the 15th. I left a 
few packages for the agency of the Sani- 
tary Commission there, and then went di- 
rectly on to Cairo, where we arrived ina 
few hours. There were about.two car-loads 
of our stores, some stores of the Indiana 
State Agent, and a number of articles for 
the Freedmen’s Institute, which I took on 
here. The news of the death of President 
Lincoln reached us here, and it so occupied 
the minds of all that it was almost impos- 
sible to accomplish anything. We left at 
7 p.m., reported that night at Columbus, 
and reached Memphis the next afternoon. 
I left here some tobacco, codfish, condensed 
milk, and concentrated beef. A large sup- 
ply of stores had been received a few days 
before, so they needed but a few things from 
our cargo. We were detained here four 
hours. We coaled a short distance below 
Memphis, and then kept on to Vicksburg. 

Monday afternoon we tied up at a mili- 
tary station, as the weather indicated a 
storm, butat 1 a. m., on Tuesday, we started 
again, and had not proceeded ‘far when a 
sudden squall struck us, so that although 
the engine was reversed, we were driven 
with great force upon the bank, and then 
recoiling, were blown into the timber just 
below where we first struck. Here the 
boat was made fast. The extent of the 
damage was a leak, which, however, was 
not bad enough to prevent our continuing 
on our way in a few hours. 

We arrived at Vicksburg at 10 a. m., on 
the 18th. [immediately found Mr. Tone, 
the agent for the relief of the paroled pris- 

Vou. I. No. 389. 8 





oners, and learned from him that there was 
peed for but a few stores from our eargo. 
I therefore transferred to him ten boxes to- 
bacco, one box pipes, one box pincushions 
and housewives, one box suspenders, one 
box buttons, thread, &c., one box stationery, 
one box miscellany, nine barrels dried fruit, 
two barrels green apples, three kegs butter, 
and reading matter, also the packages for 
the Indiana State Agent and the Christian 
Commission. That evening I started with 
the remaining cargo for New Orleans. The 
next morning we reached Natchez, and 
were detained a couple of hours in putting 
off the articles for the Freedmen’s Institute. 

In the evening, a few miles below Mor- 
ganza, we went to the bank to wood. While 
there six guerrillas came up, and upon 
talking to them, they said there was a force 
of sixty more a short distance up theriver, 
but they would send up a man to tell them 
not to come down. Nevertheless, we got 
up steam as quickly as possible, and sent 
one of the hands to let go our line, but the 
guerrillas threatened to shoot him if he 
touched it, so we let it go from the boat 
and backed off. Our man was not quick 
enough in getting on the boat, and was left. _ 
They fired at us once, but did not hit us. 
We afterwards learned from the man, whom 
they suffered to follow us on another 
steamer, that they were waiting for a larger 
force to come down to capture us. 

We stopped at Port Hudson and Baton 
Rouge that night to report, and reached 


- New Orleans on the afternoon of the 20th. 


Dr. Blake was very glad to receive the 
stores, as there was great need of them at 
Mobile, I delivered to him 1,375 barrels, 
316 boxes, 20 bales, 8 kegs of stores. The 
stores were in very good condition on our 
arrival. Hriday and Monday we discharged 
our cargo. On Saturday all business was 
stopped throughout the city. Tuesday 
morning we coaled, and then started on our 
return. | was unable to get any private 
freight to bring up, and had none of our 
own until we reached Vicksburg, where [ 
took on a number of articles that were of 
no further use there, since all but a very 
few prisoners had left. I should have 
taken some prisoners on our boat, but there 
were ample hospital accommodations in 
Vicksburg, and a hospital boat was ex. 
pected soon, which could make them (there 
being only about 150) much more com- 
fortable than we could. 

Nothing of any importance happened on 
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the journey up the river. The news of the 
terrible disaster to the Sultana, which left 
Vicksburg three days before us. was com- 
municated to us by a gunboat near White 
river. We stopped at places only long 
enough to report or coal, and reached Lou- 
isville on the 4th of ] May, three weeks 
from the day we started. 

The steamer, though a small one, was 
quite fast, and under the charge of excel- 
lent officers. 

Very respectfully yours, © 
Russert Hover. 


THE CLOSE. 

In the narrowing of the supply work of 
the Commission, and the consequent cen- 
tralization of its records and laborers, the 
Bulletin office has been removed to Wash- 
ington. This number makes its first visit 
to the Branches and Aid Societies from the 
Central Office. It will visit them once 
more—next month ; and then, like the Aid 
Societies, of which it is the organ, will rest 





. till Providence may indicate the necessity 


for further expression. 

Words perish ; but the ideas which lie 
behind and beneath them are immortal. 
Forms die; but the principles of which 
they are the visible expression—never. 

The great idea of the Sanitary Commis- 
sion is a living idea; it lives in the heart 
of the American people, and can never be 
obliterated. We may write its history and 
record the names and deeds of its workers 
—it may be preserved through generations 
and admired by all people; but the ideas, 
principles, and thoughts which it has in- 
fused throughout the entire system of our 
political and social life have made an im- 
pression upon human character and given 
shape to benevolent effort that can never 
lose its impression upon human society. 

This seems to be saying a great deal, 
but it is saying no more than may be said 
of all truth and goodness. 

The Aid Societies that exist through the 
country, though they may for a while 
cease their activity, can never cease to 
exist, in an ideal form, in the minds and 
hearts of the women who constitute them. 


They have been the spongioles of the 
larger roots of our tree, which have gently 
and imperceptibly moved among the hidden 
springs of the heart of America, and drawn 
in the current of sympathy and love that 
has developed a fruitage PuShss as the world 
has never seen before. 

There must be no severance of any part 
of this great life machinery. If it should 
for a time cease to be active, it should. be 
like the tree in winter, without leaves or 
visible life, but ready for the outcoming 
sun and falling rain of another season to 
revive and beautify it. If the season never 
comes, it may stand a bold and noble tree 
still, being its own record of past useful- 
ness. 





| WOMAN’S CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF RE- 


LIEF, 


CLOSE OF THE SupPiy DEPARTMENT OF THE Com- 
MISSION—No. XI. 


To the Members of the Soldiers’ Aid Societies, con- 
tributing through the Woman's Central Associa- 
tion of Relief: 
Dear FRENDS: We promised you that 

the U. 8. Sanitary Commission would let 

you know, at the earliest possible moment, 
when your work might conscientiously be 
brought to a close. The accompanying 

Circular (San. Com. Doc. No. 90) fixes the 


4th of July next as that date. 


The war is over! No more battle-fields, 
no more starving prisoners, no more wound- ~ 
ed men, no more terrible lists of the mis- 
sing and dead. ~The suffering and woe we 
have all tried to mitigate are at last passing © 
away ! 

We will continue to furnish you with 
material as heretofore, only requesting you 
to take what you are sure you can return 
by July 4th. If your treasury contains 
money enough to buy all you can make up 
in that time, we will send you its full value 
in material, but without doubling the 
amount as usual. Thus all the funds in 
hand, collected for the use of the soldiers 
through our agency, may be immediately 
turned over to the Commission. 

Although our work of furnishing sup- 
plies for our sick and wounded soldiers at 
a distance is nearly at an end, there still 
remains to us the duty and the privilege of 
cherishing the maimed and disabled vetere 


The Sanitary Commission Bulletin. 


1235 





ans who are returning tous. Every town 
and district will claim the opportunity of 
supporting and helping such of its own 
soldiers as may need this care. We beg 
you will keep alive your Soldiers’ Aid or- 
ganizations for this sacred duty. 

Our usual Annual Report will be omitted, 
or rather deferred, until we can give you 
“our final statement and farewell. 

Fora few weeks longer, then, we shall work 
together, as we have for the past four years. 
Should some new demand arise in the fu- 
ture, we shall rejoice to renew our connec- 
tion with you. 

T am, most affectionately yours, on behalf 
of the Association, | 

| ELLEN COLLINS, 
Ch’n Committee on Supplies. 


New York, 11 Cooper Union, 
May 23, 1865. 





BUREAU OF INFORMATION AND EMPLOY- 
- ; MENT. 
CENTRAL OFFICE, 
WasuinaTon, D. C., June 10, 1865. 

In our circular of the 15th ultimo, ad- 
dressed to the Branches and Aid Societies 
tributary to the U.S. Sanitary Commission, 
concerning future opportunities and meth- 
ods of work, and more especially the pro- 
eurement of employment for discharged 
soldiers, as far as may be necessary in con- 
sequence of physical disability, or as a 

‘means of aiding their return to former re- 
lations and occupations in civil life, it was 
proposed to furnish certain carefully pre- 
pared forms. : 

These forms are herewith transmitted. 

Their use, while diminishing the labor, 
will also facilitate an intelligent and syste- 
matic prosecution of the work, and will 
enable the Central Office of the Commis- 
sion eventually to tabulate the results gath- 
ered from all Aid Societies throughout the 
country. ; 

Forms A, B, C, D, and H, relate exclu- 
Bively to the procurement of employment, 
and sufficiently indicate the method and all 
necessary detail pertaining to the work. 

It is important that the large and varied 
measure of good which may be secured to 
the soldier and to the community, by a 
thorough and generous application of the 
methods here presented, be kept clearly in 
view. 

_ The Bureau of Information and Employ- 
ment is designed to accomplish the follow- 
ing specific objects : 

1. To aid those who have served honor- 


ably in the Army and Navy of the United 
States in obtaining employment, and to fa- 
cilitate their return to former’ occupations 
and relations in civil life. 

2. To prevent, as far as possible, the ne- 
cessity for costly charitable institutions, by 
thus encouraging industry, and aiding the 


, disabled soldier, who might otherwise seek 


an asylum, to strive for self-support. | 

3. To lessen the pauperism and crime, 
necessarily more or less a consequence of 
war, which surely attend on large numbers 
of unoccupied men left to themselves 
without employment or means of subsist- 
ence. ‘ 

4. To save to the country a large amount 
of productive labor, at atime when it can 
least afford to maintain idle hands. 

Form HE embraces questions to be an- 
swered, not by the soldiers themselves, but 
by intelligent observers, upon certain gen- 
eral conditions incident to the war, and to 
the return of the soldiers to their homes. 

This form may seem to some unnecessa- 
rily full, and demanding information not 
immediately tending to practical results. 
The purpose which has determined the se- 
lection of the questions embraced may, 
therefore, be distinctly stated. It is, First, 
to collect such information concerning our 
discharged soldiers as will enable us most 
judiciously and effectively to be prepared 
to render to these really needing it any 
form of aid or relief which may bé de- 
manded of the people, in behalf: of the 
men, or the children of those men, who 
have fought our battles; Second, to seize 
upon the occasion which is now presented 
for gathering material which shall illus- 
trate the manner in which, under republi- 
can institutions, these men, long aliens from 
home pursuits, are at once quietly reinsta- 
ted in their former industrial relations, and 
become again vital parts of the living 
whole. The value of the facts which may 
be thus obtained, in answer to the questions 
of Form F, can scarcely be over-estimated 
in its bearing upon many important ques- 
tions, which already begin to engage the 
attention of statesmen and philanthropists, 
and which, in their answers, are to have a 
direct influence, in most practical ways, 
upon the future of the race. Unless the 


' people themselves, through these agencies 


of the people, answer these questions, this 
record will never be made with the com- 
pleteness which the present opportunity’ 
alone affords. 
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The attention of our Aid Societies is 
again directed to the valuable service which 
they may render to the families of dis- 
charged soldiers, by securing to them, 
through some systematic method, a knowl- 
edge of the existence and work of the 
“ Army and Navy Claim Agency” of the 
U. 8. Sanitary Commission, which performs 


without charge the work which would oth- © 


erwise fall into the hands of claim agents, 
thereby subjecting the soldier to a heavy 
tax, and often gross imposition and fraud. 

Itis suggested that in places where there 
may be no established Claim Agency of the 
Commission, the Aid Societies may render 
valuable service by applying to this Office 
for necessary blanks and instructions, that 
will enable them, in many instances, to 
transact all necessary details in the adjust- 
ment of claims. 


In addition to the issue of cards and cir- - 


culars, (according to accompanying forms,) 
to make known in your respective commu- 
nities the work you are prepared to do, it 
is recommended, as an aid in your undere 
taking, that a liberal use be made of your 
local press for advertising your office and its 
facilities for giving help to the discharged 
soldiers,and their families. 

The necessary books and forms will be 
furnished by the Commission, upon appli- 
cation to the Branches or the Central Office ; 
and will be finally returned to the Central 
Office of the Commission, for purposes of 
tabulation. | 

It is earnestly hoped that the work 
marked out in this supplement will be en- 
tered upon promptly. It is the demand of 
the present hour, as related to the welfare 
of our returning soldiers. 

Jno. S. BLATCHFORD, 
General Secretary. 


ee Form A—JU.S. Sanitary Commission, 


BUREAU OF INFORMATION AND EMPLOYMENT. 
APPLICANT'S REGISTER. 


CO CONT OD CT GO DOM 


. Nature and Degree of 
10. Occupation previous to 


15.. Married....... 


16. Persons dependent on Applicant for 
Sry cen Deepen iens GPP 8°16 A Sa Re 
DY sb OLl OCoda e. taesTetMeies Cree epre tears tenns|s haces. +s 
LBs) OPMION Os TRCLOTeO ieee sutstescsscenaesseolssecse see 
Kind of Employment secured..........|......... 
DA), TVOMGT HB... baba statenaan channseeaieetaceidls exkss> 


«| INDUOTOLIOY (satan sacnsonthhipekscoememanent yaks 
SPOPBICGOCE Joc. scaateweedsstecgiaacavmaneeermire ceri 
UU I I 1 OHTA YI. Lee RRR tates i aiele ses 
Term of (Military Service. 208s tecceess|ove eee: 
jsability 4 ....|.....005. 
nlistment...}....2.s00 
UL. MCCUpATLON Gasired cis, ssnerandvukeoeles sls. cs sath 
TAS UO AUEONS cc. sbaveess evs ok sccseels «J WEos bcos 
13. Habits—Temperate or otherwise......|......... 
Ady NEG AME OL SIU PPOlUruved ss 2lssoe.aressives|.cssseees 


Soe meee eesTeOHelooeoseFFoUHe|eHeesOoeseseslooeeeETSOHEISEOESCOLSLSeSe 


POSSE SSOSSHSHSS EHH eo SoHE THSHEHI Dee EEFOHSOHElEBEHHSHHOH SSF OEOEEEEoEOD 


Seelee cee se eee ee sie ee see FESSEH SF OSSESOOHESS ESOS OESESSEHI ESE SOS SEESEe® 





Corl cocceveceseleccscescoreciecesesresees ls eeeeesscces|eeoretosesee 
coelvccccccvcccslece Heerccccalscoccccceccelscceeeteesetlevesetcocccs 
eeeleeeeeeeoeeeeioseoeeseeoeetioeeceeeeeeteesiseceeeeeesene eeeeetoocree 
Ce elooeeseosesssloreccossetee|soeoe os oseeeleseeoeSeeses|eseeeteceeee 
ey oo ed Oe ee er 
ceelecocvecccece|socce Peoveccclecccccsceceslesceceeeesesieccesesceses 
Peele eee seeeseselooeeeeseoeesisseSeS FeSO ionceseeeeeseslesesetsesese 
eesleceseoscessevlesvoeorcssosliocs pecoeooreslesoosesooresieoeeeecceses 


Seoeleeeetoocessesiseceeeresovesieeoe veteresoicooce eoccoevaloseeococccccs 


eleeeeeeeesese 


Peeler oeerevcccoelseceoesceseceiseooseaeseeeria PeeeHcovesr|eCeeSOoereoo 


SOL C Pores eaeesesiosesreseesoorsieoeFeeoEOSO%iases SOCCSOHE LESSEE S OSes oe 
POST OSHS OSES E eo eSESEEESESISEOOHHESOSES SG OESEHOSHESEIESSESP Esoees 


ae ee POCSHOTHOHT SH SOSSHTSOSHSS SOS OHEEOSHHESI ELH OSS eseoee 





Form B—2Z. S. Sanitary Commission. 


BUREAU OF INFORMATION AND EMPLOYMENT. 
EMPLOYER'S REGISTER. 





hs 
2. 
3. 
4, 
5 
6. 
7 
8 
9 
0 


jot 


) Bervite Taq aived elas cs. 3 coves sui... caivcloctbeniee 
Hours of service required daily........}......... 
. Skill or strength demanded.............).....006+ 
. Proposed Term of Engagement........|......... 
» Compenass tion aces epummenavenitivensdy ands cheers 
ROTOR EG... thc raermdctenekstesbagaste-ne+oseheaevecee 


Feel ree eer ecewesiecoverecseseloveesssessrsiosevesesesesisesesecereee 


sie sfslewabsivecesslaveicedssicnese]e6ecwseed'estincusstoeeene tee 
swafecscotesecns|seesecsscccel covcccessscdlccccaancekuilnn 
wosfvclcsssubencloevovevecccsleccecescuesctae cee muCten Enna = 
Pea leaed hnbivw uns asceesnseccs|cecseesscclial cate cee tatn a= Tae 
SosleVebawEbssdelscdivcccsseleslcececnscdece|Gceeene en eeeeeameeee ys 
<inispepianisisiceie's 0:5] vieisicis'a.s:6 v.04] nsis:eb'e'sin\aie es 1a ae Eee nena 
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Form C—U. 8. Sanitary Commission. 
BUREAU OF INFORMATION AND EMPLOYMENT. 
Central Office, 244 F street, Washington, D. 0. 











MONTHLY RETURN. 
(Insert Raskin of ‘hia Society.) eeeevecee Peoesesoosesooosos 
} dae euPeadeliuided dteavs acladscdetaredivncdeh LOG 
PRIODUD Ol su, ivveyss worbsesorevsveoye568188 >. « 
Number of applications for employment: 
Peay Able-bodied Tén....07...006.. isc c cece Naigest ce: Debt ececerte Reerentrcs dete ituepaskecp danse tn aadaae 
Pea VOTRE EOIN ae 2dr doce, ods e club sseechdeUeUueeeesilocsdeselocecscecondeosldccdece AA RRR Te asl, 
Bho Ly 9) NSM aS OLA SPS We ig A 2 OS ee cr cerccceeeccescccccscceceecees 
Number of applications by Employers...... ........ccscsecssecsscssccsscees aipahaceneteins aticcmiy rauease wer el Ese st 
Number furnished with Employment: 
Pepe REM NENT SRNI NSS 25 2025 F005 505 sion apest 1 sevany sabeed Ge choses 4 cokcerossosvescethdnecsccccocecececcdscccecl 
Disabled Men............... PU MMN Wert aem eens eras aememee de esse ess cOteadeasvece csc cinrvcréckcs snccnesn et : 
MMIII DENN SHAAN SiMe as Rs Ne, Coch neds ae eed cee, dda ebecd bbls deen cicacoccseeeccagioaste 
Number who having been once furnished with employment have applied a second time..........eseee. P 
KIND OF EMPLOYMENT FURNISHED. : 
Vo. 
Agricultural, . MRA Dobe thr ard oustetesdsizcssssccaasscsvecele poscecceecencessessveesscrceeereeees beseeeeens 
Mechanical, . ORO ORR CDE OE OS a Ea ies At ees, te a ee 2 
Commercial, “ : MA MATEN s9le haitare devin calgiive'a vicis valelalsudvcdeonseceeheusaaubyaeNeebeseneee leccwoeeeee ; 
Teaching, professional or fine arts, ss... sce eeeeeeeee Weevins SEMI SE cece crccbtercccosctoe ins dette ehs Ricctageee : 
Laborersy : : Spine AAR Slay aig ovo He WV eae aa a dee Adv abies cee seee tee tcacce cece nates be ccwdocae cues : 
Re eee GUOVO,. 7s. |S 4 Ain ilo, cy endo. scccuekocss costs trencsccsspoasbomebestrcddeeecodccsaebage ths 
REMARKS. 
Form D—JU. 8. Sanitary Commission. 
BUREAU OF INFORMATION AND EMPLOYMENT. 
(Insert name of Aid Society.) ie 
Peeeoeese soeeesersseoese adskads Govuoas suxeie Ceara OeLOn 
To 
With the design of obtaining employment through this Bureat........cccccssscovssees dopenvcadeupesductbcee 
refers to you hs to his character and qualifications. ¢ 


You will oblige us by filling out and returning the annexed blanks with your signature. Your 
reply will be shown only to his employer. 
Respectfully yours, 


a RT odes 5s 8 2s pak ccs < ste vaab a tU do dba eusvasécevediecaacvdduessdasQubansevsvile 
ae ae 52 cess ott, Fees oho Ths vL WEL aCe teoessaes ences vaeduclsoaacevadgnencwecoe wie doceie 
ENE LF) code, cee. does elincc Nei vecccl dees socscccsenscceseseaarsaceenetoncnacceeedunorrcce 
Es TsO 8 ER ree i Se iss 


Btate facts which may be of service to him, or of which his employer should be informed.........000 
TERR inte eae Ingert No. of application.) 


Ee" 
Form E—U. 8. Sanitary Commission, 
BUREAU OF INFORMATION AND EMPLOYMENT. 


Insert name of Aid Society. 
a eeveccenceces Ee OS a eT Le setcone bOG ry 
To 
POCHCHOOHHOE BOETEBeCee SPS HOSTHETOHOSHOABSH SS SOOSO HSS HETESEEE 
PPCM T OP esereesesereeD Se area ue cies ene wire etn ge ees ee eal t ne 2 
You are requested to call at our office respecting your application at...........00++ O'el6cK..4cndzes toes 
Msi i stldd onc onresacateds «eatamenennGc ts c Ss ss cs inst., and to bring this notice with you. 
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Form F—U.S. Sanitary Commission. 
BUREAU OF INFORMATION AND EMPLOYMENT. 
CENTRAL OFrFIcE 244 F st., Wasurnerton, D. C. 
Betarmis From... vseccsedavaeuceeeeetes HEIL sos oe cclen cen cavhiaeseenanene RANE a! 


Y + “Wi 6 | BE MSip sc 606.000 ce cS ep eue OS Comb COCR O eerceeeocseersecs eeseovesevoeses e 








I. Population, according to census of 1860, included in the 

area embraced within the limits covered by this report...........|.,escscceceseccscrerscsocccrvessecscseeeseveeses 
II. Number of men who have eplisted from............csceecee-[eoes densdapeuensousteabasckieninearhans sie ae 
ITT. Number who age still in the service.................c.ssrenecloscoseee copvccoeaesenecesseee eae dataeanes esses 
IV. Number who have died in the service............sssscerseeeefooees seccadevens caves soeddpnaacenabendbannibbep 
V. Of those who have returned home, what proportion are 

able-bodied 


OOH HSE OHH EEE ESE HOHHTEHEEHEHSHHHE SH ESHHTHHSHHHESHHHETHHHSHHEH EH HEH EH SHHHIEOS eeereereseooreosoceos SPOCHHSSSHSOTSEOSOSOSEEOOOD 


“VI. Ofthose disabled, what proportion areseriously disabled ? 
VII. What proportion are slightly disabled..............:.sceeeee staeccccecboeceaccececesescevcscessesesesnes 
VIII. What proportion have come distinctly upon the chari- . 
iby Of Others fOF BUPPOTEls.ccccsdecesscnece-peressescongeoseseeogupeecetsfoms Pe ro ee 
IX. What agencies exist in your community for the relief of 

discharged soldiers or their families.............::.s-ssesseseesseesseoe[eees sevececenccceesenedeveceeoeareresccsoscoeces 
X. What has been the kind and amount of aid which these 

Mpaniticd DR VETENGSTEG  .. 64 ese cees sales. snsee lev wddessapseseorss Per | Rane ve vecceecccncacveccseesecesesocssecosccscess 
XI. In your community how far is preference given by em- . 

ployers of labor to discharged soldiers.............ssesesesseeeeeese| eee ccccccccnccccccccescenccsesseccrssessessceos 


Ait, Nuwibér of widbwe of Soldiors....0..........sdecaabepss vaseelpsaen oceerecevccccveccsoscssseceabeessasaccccnes 
XIII. Number of these widows who are poor and partially 
de endent Gabo 6 0(6lb 010 6 6 aie bo: 6 (00 6 6 60 6.0.0's 0%) 6.500.050 4.6 SR ee o Sie une 50s Sis pas wpe OP rsa ied bel S06 © 0000000000000 oeceege eee seeesseececeses OOeee 
<IV. Number of children of deceased soldiers.............0eeeleees cone cccecccegecccccnscesceaasececssccscecess 
XV. What available provision has been made by the State 
or by other agencies by which these children, if poor, can be 
cared for and naan CeCe e Pewee Hem Se eeSeEESSESEHSHESHEB OHH SHER SEHEHESE SEES OOOOH scebecdedecsoecgucccesechaenseeseene@enaenee 
XVI. To what extent is aid of this kind, if any exists, sought 
and used for the advantage of these CHING TON, ih ask ecy sa ee ERNE PUTTIT TTT rr 
XVII. What, upon the whole, has been the effect of this 
long term of military service upon the moral tone of the sol- 


diars. Hhemspel yes 1.00. te thsee seks decnd Ras suse poe wece Huse ates se soebee eRe eCioe PPYvT TIT 
XVIII. What has been the effect upon the industrial habits 

of these WOT. Bre ee ATR EA A beds cite ceaee ste cealoes sce cenemewahinn shen e's, PITTITITI Ti ts 
XIX. Is there any marked effect upon the homes and upon : 

the children of these soldiers, produced by this long absence of 

the father of the family? If there is, how, in general terms, 

does it show ate. uc Fs et sos sce ee oun banioss cane coc L eee ee eae MPPPTTTTTTITTTTTiTrriiiriit 


XX. Taking your community as a whole, what do you ob- 
serve is the influence of the war, including, on the one side, the 
effect of these calls for generous sacrifices, the discipline of 
hopes and fears and sorrows, and, on the other hand, the de- 
moralizing influences brought back from army life 


seeceeeseoesecoseie® CASO CCOOSCEH SOLO CETHOOSOSOTSSO SOSH LOS ISO OS OLED 


——_—_—_—_—— 


orm of Circular to be printed and used by Aid Societies in men left to themselves without employment or 
their respective localities, the proper designation of each means of subsistence. 


ing i ted.) © . 
being inserted.) 4. To save to the country a large amount o 


U. 8, SANITARY COMMISSION. 
BUREAU OF INFORMATION AND EMPLOYMENT. 
(Insert name of Society.) 

This Bureau is established with the following 
objects : 

1. To aid those who have served in the Army 
and Navy of the United States in obtaining em- 
ployment. thes 

2. To prevent, as far as possible, the necessity 
for costly charitable institutions, by thus encour- 
aging industry, and aiding the disabled soldier, 
ite might otherwise seek an asylum, to strive 
for self-support. 

8. To lessen the pauperism and crime necessa- 
rily more or less a consequence of war, and which 
surely attend on large numbers of unoccupied 


productive labor, at a time when it cau least 
afford to maintain idle hands. 

The services of the Bureau are given gratui- 
tously. ; 

Information and suggestions are solicited rela- 
tive to employments Gilat to maimed and dis- 
abled men. Employers are earnestly requested 
to make application to this Bureau for every 


| class of labor; and ‘are reminded that our Army 


and Navy have contained many of the best and 
most trustworthy young men of the nation— 
skilled in every occupation. 

It is demanded by both patriotism and human- 
ity, that the light occupations of all towns, and 
whatever work can be as well done by invalid 
soldiers as by others, be given to the men wha 
may have incapacitated themselves for rivalry in 
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more active and laborious fields of duty, by giv- 
ing their limbs, their health, and their blood to 


the nation. 
[Append names of Officers of Aid Society.] 


JNO, §, BLATCHFORD, 


General Secretary. 





THE RECORD OF THE COMMISSION. 

The years of thought and labor that have 
been given to the Commission are in the 
past. Their record is unseen of the people 
as yet, and hence it is not appreciated. . 

In all the societies that have been tribu- 
tary to it, there is a history of toil, of pray- 
er, and patriotism that should be developed 
as an example to the world, as well as a just 
tribute to those who have participated in 
the work. 

Every agent upon the field, every visitor 
and inspector of camp and hospital, has a 
record of his work, if not in tangible form, 
in his memory and heart. And it should 
be brought to light, that the whole may be 
condensed, and a history which shall exceed 
the history of any other benevolent orgaai- 
gation the world has ever known, be made 
the crowning glory of our age. 

The churches have not done for missions, 
humanitarians for their peculiar plans of 
benevolence, politicians for their min- 
istries of public charity, what®has been 
done for the army of the Union by the 
Union-loving people of the country during 
the continuance of the war. 

The reason why so much has been ac- 
complished is found in the universality of 
athe claim for aid, without reference to 
names or divisions. All classes of people 
went to war, as representatives of all classes 
at home, and the generous sacrifice of the 
soldier was only equalled by the response 
of the people at home to strengthen and 
supplement the resources of the Govern- 
ment, that it should not fail in its care ot’ 
the soldier. 

Let all these fragmentary historics be 
collected. Let every incident of striking 
value be taken from the private diary of 
every one who has labored for the Commis- 
sion, and forwarded tothe Historical Bureau. 


In the armies of the Hast and West alike, 
noble women have ventured into camp and 
field, and done noble service. Let these 
make their record. 

Volunteers who have not been sent out 
by the Commission, but who have labored 
with it, and drawn from its supplies, have 
a record. Let the facts of their experi- 
ence be presented and make a part of the 
history of the times. 

State agents have gone under appoint- 
ment of governors and legislation, quar- 
tered with the Commission, and been a 
part of its practical machinery. These 
have a peculiar record that should be incor- 
porated in history with that of the whole 
people. | ; 

Railroad, transportation, and telegraph 
companies have opened their cars, boats, 
and. offices, and said to the people, “ Use us 
and our appliances in the cause ;” and the 
generosity and promptness with which they 
have acted is not only a matter of public 
interest, but one which is needful to make 
complete the testimony that will be seen 
of men in this behalf. 

The work of children, in schools, alert 
clubs, and little social fairs, has been won- 
derful ; and when these children shall grow 
to manhood they will be glad to find the 
truth written for them and theirs. 

Let aid societies, churches, children, 
agents, visitors, observers, corporations, and 
individuals, who have aided the Sanitary 
Commission in any way, and who should 
be incorporated in its history, furnish their 
own record of facts and labors, and all such 
documents shall be filed and properly no- 
ticed. 

Address, Historical Bureau, U. 8. Sani- 
tary Commission 244 F St., Washington, 
D. C. 





REBEL BARBARITY. 
STATE oF VIRGINIA, } 

County of Fairfax, 

Charles A. Watson, Ist sergeant Com- 
pany “E;” Freeman D. Nason, sergeant, 
Company “G;”’ James Cusack, private, 
Company “A ;”’ Benjamin Herrald, private, 


- 
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Company “ A;” Henry W. Howard, pri- 
vate, Company “‘D;’ Henry Slate, pri- 
vate, Company “D,”’ George Taylor, pri- 
vate, Company “D;” George Hurley, pri- 
vate, Company “ D ;” all of the 17th Reg- 
iment of Vermont State Volunteer Infan- 
try, being severally duly sworn, each for 
himself deposes and says: That deponents 
were captured by the rebel forces on the 
30th day of September, 1864, at Shady 
Grove Church, near the Weldon railroad, 


‘in the State of Virginia; that they were ta- 


ken to prison first at Petersburg, next at 
Richmond, and finally at Salisbury, N. C., 
at which place they all, except, deponent, 
Slate, remained imprisoned from October 
5, 1864, until February the 24th, 1865; 
that upon deponents’ arrival there were 
about 10,000 Union men in said prison at 
Salisbury; that immediately after their 
capture, and at Petersburg, Va., their blan- 
kets and all their valuables were taken 
from the persons of deponents by the reb- 
els; that during their stay at Salisbury 
prison, of four months and over, no cloth- 
ing whatever was issued by the rebel au- 
thorities, and until about the time of depo- 
nents’ release, in February, 1865, no blan- 
kets were furnished to the prisoners at that 
place ; that hardly any of said prisoners had 
blankets of their own; that during a large 
portion of the time of their imprisonment, 
viz., the months of December, 1864, and 
January and February, 1865, the weather 
was very cold, with heavy frosts and severe 
rains, and that said prisoners, during such 
period of time, had_no shelter of any kind 
whatever from the inclemency of the 
weather, except as follows : about one-third 
of the prisoners dug holes or caves in the 
ground, into which they crept for protec-. 
tion. That the rations of food issued to the 
prisoners at Salisbury were as follows: 


daily to each man, either one-half pound of | 


eorn or sorghum bread, or one pint of corn 
meal ground with the cob, and one half 
pint of very thin soup, without any sea- 
soning. About twice in each month, beets’ 
heads and livefs and tripe, raw and bloody, 
were served out in quantities sufficient to 
give each prisoner a piece about the size of 
a man’s two fingers. Besides this no meat 
of any kind was ever served to the prison- 
ers. Sometimes, but never in connection 
with the issue of meat as above, sorghum 
was given in the amount of two or three 
spoonsfultoa man. This issue was made, per- 
haps, once in each week. No salt was ever 


furnished the Union prisoners, and no food 
was ever issued of any other kind or in any 
other quantities than as stated, during de- 
ponents’ stay in said prison. On an average, 
at least one day in each week no ration or 
food whatever was given to the prisoners; 
and on thanksgiving and Christmas days of 
1864, no food was given to said prisoners, 
and the reason assigned that these were 
feast days for their friends at home and 
should be made fast days to them. During 
the first two or three months of their con- 
finement as abovey, deponents say that 
water was only given to them from res- 
ervoirs or cisterns in the prison yard, con- 
taining the drainings of the yard. A very 
great number of the prisoners were so fee- 
ble and sick as to be unable to reach the 
sinks to relieve the wants of nature, and 
the filth and excrement deposited by these 


‘men were washed by the rain, and that wa- 


ter drained into these wells and cisterns. 
After the first month the number of wells 


| was increased, but the character of the 


water was unchanged. Water was not fur- 
nished in suflicient quantities for both 
washing and drinking, and consequently 
the great majority of the men were unable 
to wash at all, either their persons or cloth- 
ing. Many became so blackened by dirt- 
and smoke as not to be distinguishable 
from negroes except by the color or char- 
acter of their hair. 
That there were eight hospitals in th 

yard, confhining in all about 550 patients, 
and always full, and that there were al- 
Ways more sick, and actually more men 
died in the open yard than in the hospitals. 
The sick were laid in these hospitals on the 
bare board floor, and in one hospital on the 
earthen floor, without bed, bedding, or cov- 
ering of any kind whatsoever. To each, 
sick man was issued daily rations of wheat 
bread $ of a pound, a little rice soup once 


each day, and a little meat about the size 


of a man’s two fingers once a week. De- 
ponent, Henry W. Howard, further says 
that he was employed in said hospitals as a 
nurse to the sick, and has known instances 
of sick prisoners being two whole days 
without food of an- kind. Said Howard 
and deponent Watson further say, that 
they kept records of deaths in the prison 


during said four months of their stay, and 


from these records, and from information 
derived from the records of surgeons in 
said hospital, they state that of the 10,000 
prisoners confined in said prison in Octo- 
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ber, 1864, over 5,100 died mainly from 
want, hunger, and exposure, between Oc- 
tober, 5, 1864, and February 24, 1865. 
Prisoners dying were commonly stripped 
of their clothing, if it was of any value 
whatever, thrown naked, and in a miscel- 
laneous pile, into a wagon, carted out of 
the yard, and thrown, in layers three or four 
deep, into trenches five or six feet in depth, 
dug for the purpose of burial. Deponents 
further say, that they have and each of them 
has seen these wagons, full of the dead 
bodies of Union prisoners, when hindered by 
a rut or hole in the road, relieved by throw- 
ing out the bodies of our men like sticks 
of cord-wood. 
Deponents further say, that about the 
middle of November, 1864, the rebel au- 
thorities began efforts to induce the prison- 
ers to enlist in the rebel army.: The pro- 
cess was this: For two or three days no 
food was issued except a pint of thin soup, 
without bread or other accompaniment. 
On the third day a large box of cooked 
meat and a box of white bread was placed 
at the gate, within full sight of the prison- 
ers, and the offer was made by either Gen- 
eral York, Brigadier General, C. 8. A., or 
by Major Gee, in immediate command of 
the prison, or by some other authorized 
officer, that to each prisoner who would en- 
list in the rebel army one pound of the 
meat and one loaf of the bread would be 
given. Many men enlisted under this 
temptation, but deponents refused; and on 
such refusal deponent Watson on one occa- 
sion heard said Brig. Gen. York state with 
an oath that it was their intention to starve 
said prisoners until they did enlist; and on 
another occasion, deponent Taylor heard 
said Major Gee make the same statement. 
» This procesg wa’ put in force eight or ten 
times during the period of these deponents’ 


imprisonment, and about 1,500 Union sol- | 


diers were driven by their sufferings so to 
enlist. That on one occasion, for two whole 
days no food or rations of any kind what- 
ever were issued to the Union prisoners, 
and on the third day, which was, as depo- 
nents recollect, the 26th day of December, 
1864, the boxes of meat and bread were 
again brought out, and the offer as above 
made. That under this great pressure, on 
that day five hundred or six hundred of the 
said Union prisoners did so enlist in the 
rebel army, and deponent, Henry Slate, says 
that, driven by famioe and suffering, he 
did so 2nlist among them, and received the 


bounty of two loaves of bread and one 
pound of bacon. Said Slate further says, 
that he never bore arms in the rebel ranks, 
but was employed in digging in the trench-. 
es, and about April 10, 1865, escaped to 
the Union lines. 

Cuas. A. WATsoN, Ist Sergt. Co, E, 17th Vt. 

Freeman D. Nason, Sergt. Co. G, 17th Vt. 

JAMES MA vats Co. A, 17th Vt. 

18 
BENJAMIN x HeRrRap, Oo. A, 17th Vt. 


f mark. 
Witness—Gero. J. Stcarp. 


his 
GuorGE x Taytor, Co. D, 17th Vt. 
mark. 
Witness—Gero. J. Sicarp. 
Groraz J. Hurtey, Co. D, 17th Vt. 
Henry W. Howarp, Co. D, 17th Vt. 
Henry Stats, Co. D, 17th Vt. 


Subscribed and sworn before me this 
24th day of June, A. D. 1865, at Head- 
quarters, 17th Vermont Vols., near Alex- 
andria, Va. JAMES 8. PEcK, 

Adj’t 17th Vt. Vols. 





SPECIAL RELIEF WORK ON THE RAILROAD 
CARS. 


During the past month the Sanitary 


-Commission has been rendering a most 


valuable service through the agency of its 
Corps of Hospital Couriers, who go out 
upon the evening express trains from 
Washington to minister to the needs of the 
disabled soldiers who may be upon the 
several trains. In the process of rapidly 
discharging the inmates of the general hos- 
pitals there are many men quite feeble‘and 
helpless who start upon the railroad cars; 
there have been during the four weeks 
past from ten to forty such men in each 
express train. The Hospital Couriers of 
the Commission are at the railroad station 
before the cars leave to help these feeble 
men in obtaining tickets, (if not provided 
beforehand,) and in securing comfortable 
seats; and during the journey to New 
York, Harrisburg, Wheeling, or wherever 
it may be, these sick soldiers have this 
friend near them, marked by his badge, 
whom they can call upon for any help they 
need.” At the end of each of the routes 
assigned to these Hospital Couriers respect- 
ively, the soldiers are transferred to such 
Relicf Station or railroad train as is fit ; and 
where the ease calls for it, another Courier 
goes from this given point with any soldier 
who is too feeble to be left simply to the 
eare of his companions. The Hospital Cou- 
riers who Icave Washington daily start 


| from “The Home ” of the Sanitary Com- 
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SPECIAL RELIEF DEPARTMENT---CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF EIGHTEEN 





PLACES. 


District of Columbia. 


Alabama. 
Arkansas 
California. 
Connecticut. 
Delaware. 
Georgia. 
Illinois. 


Alexandria, Va. 


“Soldiers WROshe y..capcereeceve sdaeves| sce] ovo|sesi[ede} ses 3}... OH Abcotes] -scas|ons itive 


J. B. Holt, Supt. 
Annapolis. 
“31 © is EVOMIC7 <0. 9es aacccectsvaccececave| con leeetees Sh Yecat ccs tac~ i 
C. F. Howes, Supt. ; 
Baltimore. 
CThe OMe? skces ds donedabacd scesced sas] osefoce SS EES ee 5 
A. EH. Hastings, Supt. 
Boston. 
“ Soldiers’ Home,”........cccceees Retleee 1}.../14) 2} Ta. & 
Chas. E. Mudge, Supt. 
Buffalo, N. Y. 
“Soldiers’ Rest,’’........s000 Rewedesr |aced sec la ct 7A od eee 2) 
Mrs. H. Indevine, Mat. 
Cairo, Ill. 
“Soldiers? Homiey”’...cc:..cccaeersncchass B)...| A] eeafere| ore 391 
C. N. Shipman, Supt. 
Camp Nelson, Ky. 
SO ROIMICrS MELONIO.”..caveccecdantacwpect ooslscctecc lace soo| sortase 60 
Thos. Butler, Supt. 
Cleveland, Ohio. 


Columbus, Ohio. 
® Soldiers’ Home,”......ceeeee G, scenes 14)...)®.] 4)...]-.. et 
T. E. Botsford, Supt. 
Detroit, Mich. 


“Soldiers”. HOM,” .....1c.ccedeeeecs| soc] ess fess |ose| one] ons] ons il] dedasacliaves] oa] eascthasetrscesticns ewe 


Luther Sawtelle, Supt. 
Jeffersonville, Ind. 


Egbert T. Smith, Supt. 
Washville, Tenn. 
& Soldiers’ Home,”........sseee PESTA rites A Acer esc le 605 
Jos. Gillson, Supt. 
New Orleans, La. 
“ Soldiers’ Home,’’...seccsccccssssoee|eoefecetscsfoce|ece[ere|seap = OL 
N.S. Bullard, Supt. 
Paducah, Ky. 
Soldiers’ Home,”......cceseee wesvdse| des] ccafves| oop | ses ]0¥5| ses 251 
E. D. Way, Supt. 
Portsmouth, Va. 
Soldiers’ Home,”’...... sesecscssess|oos|ece| ene 
Jno. L. Alcooke, Supt. 
Washington, D.C. 
Lodge No. 6.....ccccecssseesesees seacdcs| cea) eee loos [be] sco] set] oss | sscpecss 
H. Y. McPherran, Supt. 
“The Home,”’........+« BATE or) oe rl eee 30) 4]...|... 9 
J.B. Clark, Supt. 
“Home for soldiers’ wives and 


co 
cs 


Telatives”’.......s.s.00e SAS a seeett done See leacd, ape tleustend| apadates 
J. B. Clark, Supt. 
TGtHl ah geotencscaghsos Bens gesores{15] 4] 1/84] 7/10} 3] 1,702 
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Indiana. 

Iowa. 

Kansas. 
Kentucky. 
Louisiana. 
Maine. 
Maryland. 
Massachusetts. 
Michigan. 
Minnesota. 
Mississippi. 
Missouri. 

New Hampshire. 
New Jersey. 
North Carolina. 
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mission, 874 North Capitol street, near the | made upon the Sanitary Commission by th 

Railroad Station, where arrangements can | armies encamped in and about Washington, 
be made for the care of any disabled soldier, | it has become necessary, for the present, to 
discharged or furloughed, who is going | restrict our issues of articles of clothing to 
upon the train, and where, likewise, all in- | the sick, and to such soldiers as are really 
formation can be obtained concerning trans- | destitute and unable to procure supplies 
portation, hospital cars, relicf stations, &c. | through regular channels, by reason of ab- 





U. S. Sanrrary ComMIssion, 
CenTRAL Orrick, 244 F Street, 
WASHINGTON, June 8, 1865. 


sence from their commands, want of de- 
scriptive lists, or other cause. 


Jno, S. Buarcurorp, 


In consequence of the very large demand General Secretary. 
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THE U, 8. SANITARY COMMISSION 


Was constituted by the Secretary of War in June, 
1861, in accordance with the recommendation of 
the Surgeon General of the United States Army, 
and its appointment and plan of organization 
were approved by the President of the United 
States. Its present organization is as follows: 


H. W. Bellows, D. D., New York. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Washington, D. C. 
F. L. Olmsted, California. 

George T. Strong, Esq., New York. 
Elisha Harris, M. D., New York. 

W. H. Van Buren, M. D., New York. 
Wolcott Gibbs, M. D., Cambridge, Mass. 
S. G. Howe, M. D., Boston, Mass. 

C. R. Agnew, M. D., New York. 

J. S. Newberry, M. D., Cleveland, Ohio. 
Rt. Rev. T. M. Clark, Providence, R. I. 
Hon. R. W. Burnett, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Hon. Mark Skinner, Chicago, Ill. 

Hon. Joseph Holt, Washington, D. C. 
Horace Binney, Jr., Philadelphia, Penn. 
Rev. J. H. Heywood, Louisville, Ky. 

J. Huntington Wolcott, Boston, Mass. 
Charles J. Stillé, Philadelphia, Penn. 
Ezra B. McCagg, Chicago, IIl. 


OFFICERS. 

H. W. Bellows, D. D., reset 

A. D. Bache, LL. D., Vice-President. 

Geo. T. Strong, Treasurer. 

Jno. 8. Blatchford, General Secretary. 

J. S, Newberry, M. D., Associate Secretary. 

STANDING COMMITTEE. 

Henry W. Bellows, D. D. Geo. T. Strong. 
Wm. H.Van Buren,M.D. Wolcott Gibbs, M. D. 
C. R. Agnew, M.D. «Charles J. Stillé. 





U. 8S. SANITARY COMMISSION. 
BUREAU OF INFORMATION AND EMPLOYMENT. 
Central Office, 244 F Street, Washington, D. C. 


This Bureau is established with the following 
objects : 

‘1. To aid those who have served in the Army 
and Navy of the United States in obtaining em- 
ployment. ) 

2. To prevent, as far as possible, the necessity 
for costly charitable institutions, by thus encour- 
aging industry, and aiding the disabled soldier, 
rated might otherwise seek an asylum, to strive 
for self-support. 

3. To lessen the pauperism and crime necessa- 
rily more or less a consequence of war, and which 
surely attend on large numbers of unoccupied 
men Jett to themselves without employment or 

means of subsistence. 

4. To save to the country a large amount of 
productive labor, at a time when it can least 
afford to maintain idle hands. 

The services of the Bureau are given gratui- 
tously. 

- Information and suggestions are solicited rela- 

tive to employments adapted to maimed and dis- 
abled men. Employers are earnestly requested 
to make application to this Bureau for every 


class of labor ; and are reminded that our Army 
and Navy have contained many of the best and 
most trustworthy young men of the nation— 
skilled in every occupation. .. 

It is demanded by both patriotism and human- 
ity, that the light occupations of all towns, and 
whatever work can be as weil done by invalid 
soldiers as by others, be given to the men who 
may have incapacitated themselves for rivalry in 
more active and laborious fields of duty, by giv- 
ing their limbs, their health, and their blood to 
the nation. 





U. 8. SANITARY COMMISSION 


Henry and aaby Claim Agency. 


VO CHARGE FOR SERVICES. 


This Agency is established to prosecute the 
claims of those who have been in the service of 
the United States, in the Army and Navy, and 
their dependents, for Pensions, Arrears of pay, 
Bounty, Prize-Money, and all other Army and 


Navy claims on the Government, WITHOUT 


CHARGE OR EXPENSE OF ANY KIND 
WHATEVER TO THE CLAIMANT. 


CENTRAL OFFICH, 224 F ST., 
WASHINGTON, D. C. | 
DARIUS FORBES, 
General Agent. ui 


LOCAL AGENCIES: 


Albany, N. Y.; McClure & Miller, 


Amity, Penn.; J. D. Huston, P. M. 

Augusta, Me.; Joseph Burton. 

Adrian, Mich.; C. HE. Barstow. 

Alton, Ill.; James Newman. 

Buffalo, N. Y.; Dr. Joseph A. Peters, 29 Niag- 
ara street. 

Boston, Mass.; Francis 8. Dyer, 534 Summer st. 

Baltimore, Md.; Col. J. P. Creager, 558 West 
Baltimore street. . 

Bucksport, Me.; J. Edward Sherman. 

Bridgeport, Conn.; Andrew Grogan. 

Bangor, Me.; Ruel Smith. 

Bowling Green, Ky.; E. F. Kianard, 

Burlington, Iowa; J. P. Brown. 

Brattleboro’, Vt.; Geo. H. Bailey, 

Burlington, Vt.; A. J. Howard. 

Corinna, Me.; Freeman Knowles, 

Chicago, Ill.; M. D. Bartlett. 

Cleveland, O.; Wm. H. Gaylord, 

Carbondale, Penn.; D. W. Lathrope. 

Concord, N. H.; Samuel C. Eastman. 

Chillicothe, Ohio; Thaddeus M. Minshall. 

Dubuque, lowa; E. 38. Norris, 

Des Moines, lowa; Geo. P. Abel. 

Davenport, lowa; Charles H. Kent. 
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Dayton, Ohio; Robert Brundrett. 
Detroit, Mich.; Wm. Jennison, Jr. 
Elmira, N. Y.; Mrs. Charles B. Stuart. 
Erie, Penn.; A. J. Foster. 
Evansville, Ind.; Charles E. Marsh. 
Freehold, N. J.; Acton C. Hartshorn. 
Fond du Lac, Wis.; N. C. Griffin. 
Fort Wayne, Ind.; David P. Whedon. 
Hampton} N. Y.; H. 0. Broughton. 
Harrisburg, Penn.; Dewitt & Snodgrass, 
Hartford, Conn.; Richard W. Roberts. 
Indianapolis, Ind.; Temple C. Harrison. 
Levant, Me.; T. H. Wiggin. 
Lenox, N. Y.; R. H. W. Bruce. 
Ludlowville, N. Y.; John Ludlow. 
Louisville, Ky.; John Brown. 
Lafayette, Ind.; Taylor & Watson. 
La Crosse, Wis.; Stogdill & Daniels. 
La Porte, Ind.; Wm. Andrew. 
Lowell, Mass.; N. D. A. Sawyer. 
Meadville, Penn.; D. C: McCoy. 
Milwaukee, Wis.; Wm. G. Whipple. 
Madison City, Ill.; David G. Phillips. 
Manchester, N. H.; Cyrus A. Sulloway. 
ontpelier, Vt.; D. L. Fuller. 
adison, Wis.; Buel E. Hutchinson. 
Marietta, Ohio; Geo. M. Woodbridge. 
New Orleans, La.; C. W. Seaton, 96 Julia street. 
New York, N. Y.; Henry Greenfield, 35 Cham- 
bers st. 
Newburgh, Me.; Ariel Kelly. 
Neponset, Mass.; Thos. Temple. 
New Haven, Conn.; Francis M. Lovejoy. 
New London, Conn.; Chas. M. Wilcox. 
New Bedford, Mass.; Wm. Almy. 
Paris, Me.; William A. Pidgeon. 
Portland, Me.: W. H. Fessenden. 
Providence, R. I.; William R. Walker. 
Peoria City, Ill; Chauncey Nye. 
Portsmouth, N. H.; Sullivan Holman. 
Plattsburgh, N. Y.; Oren C. Gregg. 
Quincy, Ill.; Henry A. Castle. 
Rochester, N. Y.; Dr. Austin Mandeville, Room 
No. 5, Corinthian Hall Building. : 
Rutland, Vt.; James E. Porter. 
Richmond, Ind.; Lewis D. Stubbs. 
Syracuse, N. Y.; Silas F. Smith, 
St. Paul’s, Minn.; Col. John Peller. 
Springfielc, Me.; A. D. Clarke. 
Spencer, N. Y.; C. W. Bradley. 
Shippensburg, Pa.; D. W. Thrush. 
Springfield, Mass.; Lewis A. Tift. 
Troy,uN: ¥,; B./H. Hall. 
Trenton, N. J.; D. C. Allinson. 
Terre Haute, Ind.; Thomas C. Bailey. 
Wilkesbarre, Pa.; Hubbard B. Payne. 
Worcester, Mass.; John A. Lovell. 
Wateriown, Wis.; Calvin B. Skinner. 
‘Wilmington, Del.; Levi C. Bird. 
Zanesville, O.; David Hull. 
———— ee 


SPECIAL RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 


F. N. Knarp, Supt., Washington, D. C. 

J. B. Anzsort, Chief Asst., Washington, D.C. 

“ SOLDIERS’ HOMES” AND « LODGES.” 

[Ossucts. Temporary aid and protection,— 
food, lodging, care, &c.,—for soldiers in transitu, 
chiefly the discharged, disabled, and furloughed.] 


‘¢ ALEXANDRIA Lopan.”’ 


Alexandria, Va. 
J.B. 


Orange and Alexandria Railroad Station. 
Holt, Superintendent. 

Annapolis, Md. 
Wives AND Moruers.” 
Matron. 

Baltimore, Md. “Sotprsrs’ Hom.” No. 
62 Conway Street. A. E. Hastings, Supt.. 

‘«Sonpiprs’ Lopen.”’ Opposite Philadelphia, 
Wilmington, and Baltimore Railroad Station. 
, Superintendent. 

Boston, Mass. ‘‘Soupiers’ Home.” No. 
76 Kingston street. Charles F. Mudge, Supt., 
near Boston and Worcester Railroad Depot. 

Buffalo, N. Y. “Soxprers’ Rust.” Ex- 
change street, opposite Central Railroad Depot. 
Mrs. H. Indevine, Matron. 

Cairo, Ill. ‘‘ Soipizrs’ Homz.” C. N. Ship- 
man, Superintendent. 

Camp Nelson, Ky. ‘‘Soupimrs’ Homz.” 
Thomas Butler, Superintendent. 

Cincinnati, O. ‘‘Sonprers’ Homz.” Third 
street. Col. G. W. D. Andrews, Supt. 

Cleveland, Ohio. ‘‘Souprers’ Home.” 
Joseph Jerome, Superintendent. 

Columbus, Ohio. ‘‘Souprers’ 
T. EH. Botsford, Superintendent. 

Detroit, Michigan. ‘‘Sonpisrs’ Home.” 
No. 81 Jefferson Avenue. 

. Harrisburg,@a. Near the Railroad De- 
pot. ‘‘Sonprers’ Lopes,” W. H. Hadley, Supt. 

Hartford, Ct. ‘‘Souprers’ Lopaz.’”’ Near 
Railroad Depot. O. B. Segir, Superintendent. 

Jeffersonville, Indiana. ‘ Sonpimrs’ 
Home.” New Market street, near the Depot. E. 
T. Smith, Superintendent. 

Louisville, Ky. ‘Soupimrs’ Home.” YV. 
Scott, Superintendent. 

Memphis, Tenn. ‘“Sotpiers’ Lopes.” 
Near landing. C. W. Christy, Superintendent 
and Relief Agent. 

Nashville, Tenn. ‘‘Sonprers’ 
Captain I. Brayton, Superintendent. 

New Orleans, La. ‘‘Sonprers’ Home.” 
Corner Magazine and Julia streets. Sumner 
Bullard, Superintendent. 

New York City. ‘“‘ Discuarcep SoLpiERs’ 
Home.” No. 45 Grove street, near Blecker. 
Dr. M. M. Marsh, Superintendent. 

Paducah Ky. ‘Soupiers’ Home.” E. D. 
Way, Superintendent. 

Portsmouth, Va. ‘‘Soupiers’ Homes.’ 
John Alcooke, Superintendent. 

Philadelphia, Pa. ‘‘Sonpimrs’ Lopez.” 
Corner 13th and Christian streets, near Phila- 
delphia, Wilmington, and Baltimore Railroad 
Depot. Col. C. E. Soest, Supt. 

Richmond, Va. ‘‘Souprers’ Homs.” Geo. 
T. Williams, Superintendent. 

Washington, D. C. “Tne Homz.” No. 
374 North Capitol street. J. B. Clark, Supt. 

‘*Home For Souprers’ Wives anD Motuers.”’ 
No. 380 North Capitol street. J. B. Clark, Supt. 

‘‘ Lope No. 4.”’ No. 389 H street. , Supt. 

“ Lopar No. 5.’’ Maryland Avy., near Wash- 
ington & Alexandria R.R. Station. , Supt. 

‘¢Lopag No. 6.” Foot of Sixth street. How- 
ard McPherran, Superintendent. 


‘“ Home ror SoLpiers’ 
Mrs. Hopes Sayres, 





Home.” 


Home.” 
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Wilmington, N.C. ‘“orpiers’ Loner.” 
Market street. F. B. Foster, Supt. 


SPECIAL RELIEF OFFICES. 

[OnsecTs.—To give aid in procuring pay, pen- 
sions, bounty, prize money, arrears of pay and 
bounty, and other claims upon government. To 
supply clothing, hospital delicacies, crutches, 
&c. To give transportation, information, &c. |. 

Alexandria, Va. Office in Soldiers’ eee 
Orange and Alexandria Railroad Station. J. B 
Holt, Agent. 

Annapolis, Md. Office of United States 
Sanitary Commission. W.H. Holstein, Agent. 

Baltimore, Md. United States Sanitary 
Commission, No. 288 West Baltimore street. J. 
T. Pancost, Agent. 

Boston, Mass. United States Sanitary Com- 
mission, No. 76 Kingston street. 

Buffalo, WN. Y. Branch United States San- 
itary Commission, Adams’ Block, No. 209 Wash- 
ington street. 

Cairo, Ill. Office in ‘‘ Soldiers’ Home.” C. 
N. Shipman, Agent. 

Camp Nelson, Ky. Office in ‘Soldiers’: 
Home.” Thomas Butler, Agent. 

Chattanooga, Tenn, United States Sani- 
tary Commission. 

Chicago, Ill. United States Sanitary Com- 
mission. 

Cincinnati, Ohio, United States Sanitary 
Commission, corner Vine and Sixth streets. 

Cleveland, Ohio. Branch United States 
Sanitary Commission. 

Detroit, Mich. United States Sanitary 
Commission, No. 32 Larned street. 

Dubuque, Ia. United States Sanitary 
Commission. Rev. E. 8. Morris, Agent. 

Harrisburg, Penn. Office in “ Soldiers’ 
Lodge.” W. H. Hadley, Agent. 

Jeffersonville, Ind. Office in “ Soldiers’ 
Home,” New Market street, near railroad depot. 
E. T. Smith, Agent. 

Knoxville, Tenn. United States Sanitary 
Commission. 

Leavenworth, Kansas. United States 
Sanitary Commission. J. R. Brown, Agent. 

Louisville, Ky. United States Sanitary 
Commission, Fifth street. . 

Memphis, Tenn, Office in ‘Soldiers’ 
Lodge,” near landing. ©. W. Christy, Agent. 

Milwaukie, Wis. Mrs. Colt. 

Nashville, Tenn. United States Sanitary 
Commission. EH. Root, Agent. 

New Orleans, La. Special Relief Office, 
United States Sanitary Commission, No. 96 Julia 
street, O. C. Bullard, Agent. 

New York City, N. Y. 
Office,’ Cooper Union, No. 10 Third Avenue. 
Mrs. W. P. Griffin, Chairman Special Relief 
Committee: 

Paducah, Ky. Office in “ Soldiers’ Home.’ 
E. D. Way, Agent. 

Philade Iphia, Pa. United States Sanitary 
Commission, 1307 Chestnut street, third story, 
back. Colonel Soest, Agent. 

Portsmouth, Va. Office in ‘Soldiers’ 
Home.” John Alcooke, Agent. 

Vicksburg, Miss, United States Sanitary 
Commission. J. G, Brown. 


“Special Relief 


‘tions. 


Washington, D.C. “Special Relief Of- 
fice,’ No. 389 H street, between 13th and 14th 
streets. J. B. Abbott, Chief Assistant. 

Wheeling, Va. United States Sanitary 
Commission. : 





SUPPLY DEPARTMENT, 

The Sanitary Commission, under special au- 
thority of the President of the United States, 
maintains an extensive system of agencies for 
securing the safe conveyance to, and distribution 
of, goods put in its charge for the sick and 
wounded at points where they are most wanted. 
It operates with equal care and generosity at all 
points—at New Orleans and at Washington, 
before Charleston and at Chattanooga—its dis- 
tributions being governed by a comparison of the 
wants of the patients inall cases. The following 
is a list of depots, to which auxiliary societies, 
and all disposed to aid the sick and wounded, 
without reference to States or localities, but sim- 
ply to their relative necessity for assistance, are 
invited to send their offerings :. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST. 
CENTRAL DEPOTS OF COLLECTION. 


U.S. San. Com., No. 18 West st., Boston, Mass. 

U. S. San. Com., Nos. 10 & 11 Cooper Union, 
New York. 

U. 8. San. Com., State House, New Haven, Ct. 

U. 8. San. Com., 1307 Chestnut st., Philada. 


’ DEPOTS OF DISTRIBUTION, 


. San. Com., 244 F st., Washington, D. C. 

. San. Com., Camp Distribution, Va. 

. San. Com., 288 W. Balt. st., Balt., Md. 

. San. Com., Harper’s Ferry, Va. 

. San. Com., Annapolis, Md. 

. San. Com., Camp Parole, Md, 

. San. Com., Norfolk, Va. 

. San. Com., City Point, Va. 

. San. Com., Newbern, N. C. 

. San. Com., Beaufort, S. C. 

. San. Com., New Orleans, La. 
Temporary’ Depots for distribution are estab- 

lished from time to time as necessities of the. 


Saqgacaadsqs 
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service require. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST. 
CENTRAL DEPOTS OF COLLECTION. 

U. 8. San. Com., corner Vine and Sixth sts., 
Cincinnati, O. 

U. S. San. Com., No. 95 Bank st., Cleveland, O. 

U.S. San. Com., No. 66 Madison st., Chicago, 
Ill. 

U.S. San. Com., No. 2 Adams’ Block, Buffalo, 
Ns 
U. S. San. 
purer Penna. 

U. 8. San. Com., No. 32 Larned st., Detroit, 

Mich. 

U. S. San. Com., Columbus, O. 

U. S. San. Com., Fifth st., Louisville, Ky. 

The Commission receives no pecuniary aid 
whatever from the Government, and is wholly 
depéndent on the voluntary contributions of the 
public for the means of sustaining its opera- 
Contributions to the Treasury are solic- 
ited, and may be transmitted to Geo. T. Strong, 
Esq., Treasurer, 68 Wall street, N. Y. 


Com., No. 59 Fourth st., Pitts- 
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PROTECTIVE 
War-Olaim Association 


OF THE 


U. 8S. SANITARY COMMISSION, 


OFFICE 35 CHAMBERS STREET, 
NEW YORK, 
PRESIDENT. . 
Lizut. Gen. WINFIELD SCOTT, 


Vicn-PRESIDENTS. 

Hon. Haminton Fisk, Apmrrat Dupont, 
JoHN J. Cisco, Esq., Rup. A. Wirrnavs, Esa. 
TREASURER.—RoBeERT B. Minturn, Esa. 
DIRECTORS. 

Hons. E. D. Morgan, Howarp Porter, 
George Oppyxe, Wittram E. Dopazs, Jr., 
Hrram Barney, Taxropore RoosEveE tt, 
Jas.W. Berkman, Peter Cooper, 

H. W. Brtxrows, D. D., Gzorar Banorort, 

Joun JacoB Astor, Danie Lorp, 

James Brown; Witson G. Hunt, 

Wu. H Aspinwatt, Rosert L. Stuart, 

JAMES GALLATIN, ALFRED PELL. 


Apply, in person or by letter, to’ 
HENRY GREENFIELD, Secretary, 
35 CHAMBERS STREET, New York. 
OBJECTS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 


1st. To secure the soldiers and sailors and their 
families any claims for pensions, pay, or bounty, 
etc., without cost to the claimant. 


2d. To protect soldiers or sailors and their fami- 
lies from imposture and fraud. 

3d. To prevent false claims from being made 
against the Government. 

4th. To give gratuitous advice and information to 
soldiers and sailors or their families needing it. 


* PROTECTIVE 


War Claim and Pension Agency 


OF THE 
U. 8S. SANITARY COMMISSION. 


Office No. 1307 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 

All the papers and correspondence required 
to procure Pensions, Bounty and Back Pay, and 
Prize Money for discharged soldiers and sailors, 
and for the relatives of soldiers and sailors dying 
in the service of the United States, prepared and 
forwarded, and the proceeds of all claims, when 
collected, remitted to the parties entitled, free of 
charge. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 


WILLIAM M. TILGHMAN, Chairman, 


Horace Brnney, Jr., Rozpert M. Lewis, 
ALEXANDER Brown, GrorGe M. ConaRrrop, 
Hon. J.Cnark Harn, Cuaruzs J. Srinni, 
WitiiaM WELCH, Grorae D. Parrisg, 
Witt1aMm L. Rey, H. Lenox Hopes, M.D., 
GEORGE TROTT, | ATHERTON BLIGHT. 

H. Lenox Hopaz, M. D., Examining Surgeon. 

Kpwarp A. Smiru, M. D., Assistant Surgeon. 

W.N. Asuman, Solicitor. 

Jas. W. Haztenurst, Assistant Solicitor. 





BRANCH 
Ne. 744 Broadway, 
NEW YORK. 








{Wr 676 Onnof Wl ge E_ 
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BRANCH 
Ne. 19 Green Street, 
BOSTON, Mass. 


Important Information for Soldiers and Sailors who have lost Limbs, 


The “PALMER” ARM and Lee are now furnished for the mutilated heroes of the Army and Navy, and I have the 
pleasure of presenting extracts from official letters from the Surgeon-General, which will gratify numerous applicants, 
who, in the past, have been led to believe that they must accept an inferior limb, or have no aid from Government. 


SuRGEON-GENERAL’s OFFICE, 
WASHINGTON City, D. C., Dec. 12, 1863. 


Sr :—The Board of Medical Officers assembled in the city of Philadelphia, for the purpose of examining the different 
models submitted to them for an Artificial Arm, having reported # ve + Ny ~ ce : si 
In compliance with the recommendation of the Board, when a Soldier may desire to purchase ‘‘the more elegant and expensive 
arm of Palmer,” fifty dollars wiil be allowed towards payment for the same. 


By order of the Acting Surgeon-General. 


0. H. CRANE, Surgeon U. 8. As 


SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Wasninaton City, D. C., Sep. 20, 1864. 


Str :—In answer to your letter of the 1st inst., I am directed to inform you, that the Report and recommendation of 
the Medical Board recently assembled in New York, to examine samples and models of Artificial Limbs, is not designed té 
supersede the recommendation of the former Board, so far as regards the Limbs manufactured by you. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, by order of the Surgeon-General, 


To B. FRANK. PALMER, LL.D., 744 Broadway, New York. 


W. C. SPENCER, Assistant Surgeon U. 8. A. 


) 


The Best PALMER L4G is furnished THE SOLDIER FREE. 
The Best PALMER ARM, for a SMALI ADVANCE. 
The Best LINCOLN “GOVERNMENT” ARM, FREE, 
Prices of the PALMER LIMBS not raised to OFFICERS and CIVILIANS. 


Apply in person, or by letter, at either of the offices. 


Address 


B. FRANE. PALMER, L2.D., 


President American Artificial Limb Co, 





Adapted to every branch of business, 
MANUFACTURED ONLY BY THE ORIGINAL INVENTORS, 


E. & T, FAIRBANKS &-CO., ST. JOHNSBURY, VERMONT. 


PRINCIPAL WAREHOUSES : 


FAIRBANKS & CO., No. 252 Broadway, New York. 

FAIRBANKS & BROWN, No. 118 Milk Street, Boston. 
FAIRBANKS, GREENLEAF & CO., No. 172 Lake Street, Chicago. 
FAIRBANKS & EWING, Masonic Hall, Philadelphia. = 
FAIRBANKS & CO., No, 246 Baltimore Street, Baltimore. 


Descriptive Circulars furnished or mailed to any address, on application to either of the above. 








ESTABLISHED 1860. 





486 BROADWAY 
ae yes Na 





OF THE MOST APPROVED MAKE, SUCH AS THE ~ 


WHEELER & WILSON, 
GROVER & BAKER, 
WILCOX & GIBBS, 
A. B. HOWE, 
SINGER AND OTHERS. 


TO BENT AND HOR SAE, 


At MANUFACTURERS’ PRICES, and with the same privileges. Instruction THOROUGH and ~ 
: gratis, at the 


N. Y. SEWING MACHINE EMPORIUM, 


Corner Broadway and Broome St., New York. : 


V. W. WICKES, Jr., Proprietor, 


486 Broadway, Up Stairs. 


SANITARY COMMISSION 
BULLETIN. 





No.. 40. 





WASHINGTON, D. C., AUGUST 1,. 1865. No. 40. 








THE Sanirary Commission BuLuerin ts published on the first of every month, and as it has a circu- 

lation, gratuitous or other, of above 15,000 copies, it offers an unusually valuable medium for advertising. 

All communications must be addressed to the Editor, at the Central Office, 244 F street, Washington, 
D. C., and must be authenticated by the names and addresses of the writers. . x 

As the continuance of the publication of the Buuturin ts uncertain, depending on thatof the war, and 
on the resources of the U. S, Sanitary Commission=—the Standing Committee feels a certain degree of re- 
luctance to solicit subscriptions for it—and thereby to pledge the Commission to its issue for a definite 
_ period. 

The Committee understand, however, that some of their friends to whom tt is now sent gratuitously ex- 
press a wish to pay for it, and they therefore give notice that the sum of two dollars, remitted to the 
Treasurer, (G. T, Strona, 68 Wall street, New York, or 244 F street, Washington, D. @.,) will 
secure its being sent to such contributor during the remainder of the current year, unless its publication be 


sooner discontinued. ; 





GOOD WORDS OF GREAT MEN, 
PRESIDENT ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 


The Sanitary Commission is doing a work of 
great humanity, and of direct practical value to 
the nation in this time of its trial. It is enti- 
tled to the gratitude and the confidence of the 
people, and I trust it will be generously sup- 
ported. There is no agency through which 
voluntary offeyings of patriotism can be mor 
. effectively made. 


CHIEF JUSTICE SALMON P. CHASE. 


What age before this age, and what country - 


besides our country, ever witnessed such an or- 
ganization as that of the Sanitary Commission? 
What needs have been supplied; what wants ro- 
lieved; what wounds healed; what evils averted, 
by the activity, wisdom, and unflagging zeal of 
this admirable organization, fostered and sus- 
tained by the people, and recognized and aided 
by the Government. 

' SeaeRnREEEREnS cement 

U. 8. Sanirary Commission, 

CENTRAL OFFIcH, 
Wasuinaton, D. C., July 4, 1865. 

To the Branches and Aid Socictics tributary to the 

Sanitary Commission : 

In a circular (No. 90) issued from this 
office May 15, last, you were called on to 
continue your labors in collecting and pro- 
viding supplies up to the present date. 
Yor the alacrity you have shown in coni- 
plying with this request, under circum- 


Vou. I. No. 40. 19 


stances so unfavorable to zeal, we tender 
you special thanks. Your continued sup- 
port has enabled us to extend a generous 
assistance to our armies gathered at Wash- 
ington and Louisville, and elsewhere, before 
being finally mustered out of service. 
When you have forwarded to our Receivy- 
ing Depots such supplies as you may now © 
have in hand, we hope to find our store- 
houses sufficiently recruited to meet all re- 
maining wants of the service. In the Hast- 
ern Department our work of supply is sub- 
stantially done, with the exception of a 
limited service still required in the De- 
partment of Washington. 
_ In the Western Department it may con- 
tinue, on a very diminished scale, a couple 
of months longer. In Texas and the De- 
partment of the Gulf the supply service 
may possibly last all summer. But, by 
economy of our stores in hand, we feel 
authorized to say that after collecting what 
is already in existence we shall be able to 
meet all just demands made upon us. We, 
therefore, im accordance with our promise, 
notify our Branches that their labors in 
collecting supplies for us may finally cease 
with this date. We shall make no further 
requisitions upon them, except in regard to 
supplies already in their hands, 

We hope our Branches will use all dili- 
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gence in forwarding to our Receiving De- 
pots, through the, accustomed channels, 
whatever stores may reach them from their 
Aid Societies, or any they have in hand. 

All balances in cash left in the Branch 
treasuries, after settling up their local 
affairs, will be forwarded to Geo. T. Strong, 
Esq., Treasurer of the U. 8. Sanitary Com- 
mission. es 

So far as any of our Branches are en- 
gaged in other portions of our work than 
in collecting and forwarding supplies, their 
labors will continue so long as those of the 
Commission itself last. But the supply 
work is over, and the characteristic labors 
of the women of the land, in furnishing 
hospital clothing and comforts for sick and 
wounded soldiers, are completed. Hence- 
forward, during the few months of exis- 
tence still allotted to the Sanitary Commis- 
sion to complete its work of collecting the 
pensions and back .pay of the soldiers, in 
which it already has one hundred and 
twenty-seven offices established, to make 
up its scientific record and close up its 
widely-extended affairs, there will be no 
probable necessity for addressing the women 
of the country, and this circular may be 
our last opportunity, until the final Report 
of the Commission is made, of expressing 
the gratitude of the Board for their patient, 
humane, and laborious devotion to our com- 
mon work. 

For more than four years the U.S. Sani- 
tary Commission has depended on its Bran- 
ches, mainly directed and controlled by 
women, for keeping alive the interest in its 
work in all the villages and homes of the 
eountry; for establishing and banding to- 
gether the Soldiers’ Aid Societies which in 
thousands have sprung up and united their 
strength in our service. By correspon- 
dence and by actual visitation, as well as 
by a system of canvassing, you, at the cen- 
tres of influence, have maintained your 
hold upon the homes of the land, and kept 
your storehouses and ours full of their con- 
- tributions. 

By what systematic and business-like 
devotion of your time and talents you have 
been able to accomplish this we have been 
studious and admiring observers. Your 
volunteer work has had all the regularity 
of paid ‘labor.: In a sense of responsibility, 
in system, in patient persistency, in atten- 
tion to wearisome details, in a victory over 
the fickleness which commonly besets the 
work of volunteers, you have rivalled the 


‘lage Soldiers’ Aid Societies. 


discipline, the patience, and the ‘courage, 
of soldiers in the field—soldiers enlisted 
for the war. Not seldom, indeed, your 
labors, continued through frosts and heats, 
and without intermission, for years, have 
broken down your health. But your ranks 
have always been kept full—and full, too, 
of the best, most capable, and noble women 


‘in the country. Nor do we suppose that 


you, who have controlled and inspired our 
Branches, and with whom it has been our 
happiness to be brought into personal con- 
tact, are, because acting in a larger sphere, 
more worthy of our thanks and respect than 
the women who have maintained our vil- 
Indeed, the 
ever-cheering burden of your communica- 
tions to us has been the praise and love in- 


spired in you by the devoted patriotism, 


the self-sacrificing zeal, of the Aid Socie- 
ties, and of their individual contributors. 
Through you we have heard the same glow- 
ing and tear-moving tales of the sacrifices 
made by humble homes and hands in be- 
half of our-work, which we so often hear 
from their comrades, of privates in the 
field, who throughout the war have often 
won the laurels their officers have worn, and 
have been animated by motives of pure 
patriotism, unmixed with hope of promo- 
tion, or desire for recognition or praise, to 
give their blood and their lives for the 
country of their hearts. 

To you,.and through you to the Soldiers’ 
Aid Societies, and through them to each 
and every contributor to our supplies—to 
every woman who has sewed a seam or 
knitted a stocking in the service of the 
Sanitary Commission—we now return our. 
most sincere and hearty thanks—thanks 
which are not ours only, but those of the 
Camps, the Hospitals, the Transports, the 
Prisons, the Pickets, and the Lines ; where 
your love and labor have sent comfort, pro- 
tection, relief, and sometimes life itself. It 
is not too much to say, that the Army of 
women at home has fully matched in pa- 
triotism and in sacrifices the Army of men 
in the field. The mothers, sisters, wives 
and daughter's of América have been wor- 
thy of the sons, brothers, husbands, and 
fathers who were fighting their battles. 
After having contributed their living trea- 
sures to the war, what wonder they sent so 
freely after them all else that they had! 
And this precious sympathy between the 
fire-sides and the camp-fires—between the 
bayonet and the needle, the tanned cheek 
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and the pale face—has kept the Nation 
one; has carried the Homes into the Ranks, 
and ‘kept the Ranks in the Homes, until a 
sentiment of oneness, of irresistible unanimi- 
ty—in which domestic and social, civil and 
religious, political and military elements en- 
tered, qualifying, strengthening, enriching, 
and sanctifying all—has at last conquered 
all obstacles, and given us an overwhelming, 
a profound, and a permanent victory. 

It has been our precious privilege to be 
your almoners; to manage and distribute 
the stores you have created and given us 
for the soldiers and sailors. We have tried 
to do our duty impartially, diligently, wisely. 
For the means of carrying on this vast 
work which has grown up in our hands, 
keeping pace with the growing immensity 


of the war, and which we are now about to. 


lay down, after giving the American public 
an account of our stewardship, we are 
chiefly indebted to the money created by 
the Fairs, which the American women in- 
augurated and conducted, and to the sup- 
plies collected by you under our organiza- 
tion. ‘T'o you, then, is finally due-the 
largest part of whatever gratitude belongs 
to “the. Sanitary Commission. It is as it 
should be. The soldier will return to his 
home to thank his own wife, mother, sister, 
daughter, for so tenderly looking after him 
in camp and field, in hospital and prison ; 
and thus it will be seen, that it is the 
homes of the country which have wrought 
out this great salvation, and that the men 
and the women of America have an equal 
part in its glory and its joy. 

Invoking the blessing of God upon you 
all, we are gratefully.and proudly your 


fellow- laborers. . 
H. W. BELLOWS, President. 

A. D. BACHE. 

F..L. OLMSTED. 

GEORGE T. STRONG. 

ELISHA HARRIS, 

W. H. VAN BUREN, 

WOLCOTT GIBBS. 


ec. “NEWBERRY. 
Rr. Rey. T. M: CLARK. 
Hon. R. W. BURNETT. 
Hon. MARK SKINNER. 
Hon. JOSEPH HOLT. 
HORACE BINNEY. 
J. HUNTINGTON WOLCOTT. 
Rey. J. H. HEYWOOD. 
CHARLES J. STILLE. 
EZRA B. McCAGG. 
INO. 8. BLATCHYORD, General Secretary. 


U. S. SANITARY ComMMISSION, _ 
CENTRAL Orricn, 
WASHINGTON, D. C., July 15, 1865. 
With the issue of the accompanying cir- 
tular, it is deemed important to call the 


| 


earnest attention of all those co-workers 
who have ‘so faithfully contributed to the 
usefulness of the Commission during the 
past four years, to the work of its “ Army 
and Navy Claim Agency,” now being pros- 
ecuted by agencies established throughout 
the loyal States, for the gratuitous adjust- 
ment and collection of claims against the 
Government, for soldiers, sailors, and their 
dependents. It is most earnestly desired, 

that within the next sixty days the fact that 
this enterprise has been inaugurated may be 
brought to the knowledge of, “and the oppor- 
tunity of enjoying its benefits afforded to, 


‘every soldier and soldier’s family through- 


out the Union. To the Branches and Aid 
Societies the Commission appeals with con- 
fidence, to enlist their lively interest in this - 
effort. A list of the Local Agencies already 
established by the Commission isappended.* 
Kach Aid Society should select the names 
of those agents most accessible to the field 
of labor, and should direct in person, if - 
practicable, every claimant to such agent. 
Where this cannot be accomplished, the 
claimant’s name and post-office address, and 
the name, rank, company, regiment, and 
service of the soldier, with the date of his 
discharge or death, should be taken, and a 
letter written at once to the agent, who will 
return the proper blanks, with directions for 
their execution. | 

These suggestions are simple, but if en- 
ergetically carried into operation, most val- 
uable results must follow. 

This is a work worthy of your utmost 
zeal.and energy, and in its accomplishment 
‘all the appliances of the press, of publie 
speech, and private effort, of the various lo- 
cal interests so familiar to you all, should be 
freely used. 

Let but the united activity of all be exer- 
‘cised in this enterprise, and in the future 
it will be rightly termed the crowning effort 
' of the Commission’s career of beneficence. 

JNO. S. BLATCHFORD, 


General Secretary. 


FOURTH ANNUAL AND FINAL REPORT OF 
THE WOMAN’S CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF 
RELIEF FOR THE ARMY AND NAVY OF THE 
UNITED STATES, JULY 4, 1865. 

It has been suggested that we should 
make this, our Final Report, a short History 
of the Association, tracing its course from 
the time of its organization, April 29, 1861, 
to this 4th of July, 1865, when, its work 
being done, the Woman’s Central Associa- 





UB pe 


* See page 1277. 


1252 
oo 
tion of Relief closes its career, and must live 
henceforth only in the memory ofits friends, 
or as an incident in the chronicles of the 
Great Rebellion. But whatever may be 
thought desirable hereafter, in regard to 
this proposition, we have determined for the 
present simply to take up the thread where 
we left it fourteen months ago, and, as clear- 
ly and rapidly as possible, follow the course 
ef our work from that time to this, when 
the end of the war has brought with it the 
end of our work. 

Fourteen months ago to-day, at the open- 
ing of the spring campaign, our gallant 
Army of the Potomac was obstinately fight- 
ing its way through the dense underbrush, 
in those merciless battles of the Wilderness. 
May, with its buds and blossoms, its tender 
ereen, and delicate wild-flowers, came and 
went. June, filled with the beauty of earth, 
and air, and sky—the richest and loveliest 
month of the year—burst upon us in all her 
splendor. And still the fighting went on. 
Five weeks passed—six weeks—seven long 
weeks. Was there to be no end to the blood- 
shed and the suffering, to the anxiety and 
misery of those days and nights? And 
still that army, with its face set. towards 
Richmond, pressed on—marching and fight- 
ing, fighting and marching. From the Rap- 
pahannock to Spottsylvania Court House, 
from Spottsylvania to Cold Harbor, from 
Cold Harbor to the entrenchments before 
Petersburgh. ‘ We shall fight it out on this 
line, if it takes all summer,” said our Lieu- 
tenant General, with quiet, determined 
voice. It took all sammer—it took all win- 
ter. Sherman, who had fought and march- 


ed his army from the prairies to the sea, © 


was at hand. Sheridan, with his cavalry, 
had swept down the Valley. The “right 
time”? had come, and our General gave the 
signal. The assault was made.  Peters- 
burgh and Richmond were evacuated ! 
Lee’s and Johnston’s armies were surrend- 
ered! The war was over! 

Since we last addressed you, death has 
again entered our little circle. At the An- 
nual Meeting in May we missed our kind 
and eyer-courteous President from his ac- 
customed seat. Although in his eighty- 


third year, Dr. Valentine Mott was most | 


punctilious in his attendance at our meet- 
ings and unfailing in his interest in our 
work. ‘To his influence and active support 
was due much of the public respect: and 
confidence shown towards this Association 
at its formation. At a recent meeting it 
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was resolved that the vacant office in the 
Board, occasioned by his death, should re- 
main unfilled, out of respect to the memo- 
ry of our first and only President. 

During the past year, or rather the past 
fourteen months, there has been but little © 
incident of note in our work. If we except 
our Soldiers’ Aid Society Council, held in 
this city last November, the days at our 
rooms have come and gone with almost un- 
varying sameness. At this Council, an 
account of which has Already been pub- 
lished in the Bulletin, there were 215 dele- 
gates present, representatives from Soldiers’ 
Aid Societies in New York, Connecticut, 
Rhode Island, Massachusetts, Vermont, 
New Jersey, Michigan, and Canada. Since 
then, a series of articles, addressed to you, 
and published in the Sanitary Commission 
Bulletin, have kept you fully informed of 
the progress of our work. 

In examining the statistical reports of 
the different Committees, we find some few 
changes in their work from previous years. 
The Committee on Correspondence reports 
having had in the field, at different times, 
nine Canvassing Agents. Also, that 369 
lectures have been delivered by these gentle- 
men in the States of New York and Con- 
necticut. We notice also, in this connection, 
an increase of 138 Contributing Societies 
over the number reported a year ago. The 
proposition made in our Third Annual Re- 
port, to furnish those Auxiliary Societies 
desiring it with material at half-price, un- 
der certain restrictions, has been of mutual 
benefit. Our Contributing Societies at pres- 
ent number 813, not including those send- 
ing through Centres of Collection. Of 
these, 375 have availed themselves of this 
offer. Nearly one-half of the sum expended 


_ for material was furnished by the Aid Soci- 
| eties; the rest being given by the Sanitary 


Commission for this purpose, at our re- 
quest. 

For the last few weeks the Special Relief 
work has been greatly increased by the re- 
turning regiments passing through this city. 
Our rooms have been thronged daily with 
soldiers in need. of clothing. A new feature 
in this department of work has been the 
systematic visiting of all the Military Hos- 
pitals in this city, and upon the neighbor- 
ing islands, which has been done by our 
Hospital Visitor—a lady who volunteered 
her services for this duty. We had before 
this supplied these hospitals upon requisi- 
tions of the surgeons, or through other 
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trustworthy agencies. The last report of 
our Hospital Visitor, sent in three months 
ago, speaks of the condition of these local 
hospitals as exceedingly satisfactory—suf- 
ficiently so, it is suggested, to make the 
-services of a Hospital Visitor no longer ne- 
cessary. F 

We call your attention to the Tables at 
the end of this Report. They contain a 
Summary of the total receipts, distributions, 
and expenditures, of the Association, in 
money and supplies, from its organization 
to the close of its work. Also a list, as 
complete as we have been able to make it, 
of all places from which supplies have been 
received during the war. They number 
Lad Cae . 

In our Third Annual Report, we spoke 
of “Homes,” or “Sanitaria,” which the 
Sanitary Commission proposed to establish 
for our disabled soldiers. After much re- 
search and careful study of the subject, the 
Commission decided that the vexed ques- 
tion, as to whether these Homes were or 
were not needed by our American soldiery, 
and to what extent, could alone be deter- 
mined by actual experiment. They have 
accordingly opened a-“‘ Home” in this city, 
for disabled discharged soldiers. It con- 
tains at present only about 40 inmates, al- 
though it has been open two months. Our 
latest information upon this subject, is de- 
rived from a letter written by the President 
of the Commission, dated May 26, from 
- which we quote: 

“There is, however, a class of persons 
made helpless by the war—some of them 
yet to develop the whole extent of their 
broken constitutions—who must be made 
comfortable for life in public institutions. 
How numerous this class will prove it is im- 
possible even to conjecture. It does not in- 
clude all the helpless ; because a large pro- 
portion of them will receive the tenderest 
care of their own families, too happy to 
‘watch over, and protect, and solace them, 
as they should be, even though in very 
moderate circumstances. Let us do noth- 
ing to discourage this noble pride of domes- 
tic independence, this sacred bond of con- 
sanguinity. A large share of the invalidism 
of the war we shall never hear of. Our 
proud boys will hide their scars, and die 
in the sacred retirement of homes that will 
not parade their services or their sorrows ; 
happy in having borne and’rendered both. 
This, too, is every way to be admired and 
encouraged. But there are many foreign- 


ers who have fought for us, and have all 
the claims of natives; since to mix their 
blood with ours on our battle-fields makes 
them our kindred, and “of one blood,” in 
even a higher sense than usual. There are 
fatherless, motherless, homeless soldiers ; 
blind, consumptive, limbless men, full of 
sorrows and necessities, who require an ab- 
solute and permanent asylum. How many 
they will prove nobody can guess at this mo- 
ment ; but some thousands in all. The States 
are already moving in their behalf. It would 
be much better if the nation could agree to 
make four conveniently-situated homes for 
this class of men, independent of State lines, 
and either Federal or State control or sup- 
port, where the spontaneous charity and 
mercy of the nation could maintain them, in 
memory of their service to the Union; where 
the State and sectional feeling should be 
steadily withstood, in favor of a larger and 
more patriotic sentiment, and the euarantee 
of private intelligence, energy, and integ- 
rity, in their ordering, management, and 
continued improvement, be effered in place 
of the official formalism, coldness, and fixi- 
ty, which sooner or later cankers all insti- 
tutions of benevolence passing into Govern- 
ment hands. Such asylums being tentative, 
require flexibility, should be started on 
a small scale, in a temporary way, feel thcir 
road, and gradually adapt themselves to 
their experience of the wants of the iuen. 
To erect great edifices, upon any present 
knowledge of what our American life and 
spirit requires, would be to stereotype our 
ignorance and petrify our dreams. 

“The Nation, through some Board it hag 
learned to trust, should take some one or 
more of the cheap Pavilion Hospitals the 
war has erected, and which must soon be 
in the market; and, having thoroughly 
purged it, open one or more wards at a 
time, testing the want, and gradually de- 
veloping the best system for the care and 
comfort and happiness of the men; making 
the institutions in all cases mized, so as to 
destroy the horrid, deadening uniformity of . 
classified asylums, putting the wholly disa- 
bled and the partially disabled together— 
the blind and the halt—and by the greatest 
diversity of industries, and light, even if 
useless employments, seek to keep up self- 
respect, drive off ennuz, restore to society as 
many as possible, and make those who’ can- 
not be restored as little miserable as their 
wretched circumstances will allow. The 
wan and woful countenances of many blind 
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soldiers, many lame and helpless ones, ut- 

ter strangers to homes of their own, have 

already stamped an image on my mind of 

their long, weary future under the best care 

they can possibly secure, which is full of 
motive and full of solicitude.” 


With the close of the Supply Detanet 


ment of the Sanitary Commission, our 
National work, through this agency, ceases. 
But our work for the soldier does not cease. 
It has only been brought to our own doors 
with our returning veterans, and henceforth 
takes its place as among the most sacred of 
‘our home- duties. 

O friends! On this Fourth of July, this 
day of our National Independence, which 
now welcomes home those who have fought 
and won for usa Second Battle of Indepen- 
dence and Freedom ; while flags are flying 
and drums are beating, and the air is full 
of rejoicings, in double celagration of this 
great day; while our hearts are full of 


gratitude to God for having preserved our: 


country through such great peril, shall we 
not best prove our gratitude by pledging 
ourselves anew to finish the work we have 
so well begun? Our soldiers have not 
faltered. They have fought the four years’ 
fight through to the end. Nor have we 
‘ \tered. The loyal women of America 

sve been equally true to the cause, equally 
fa hful to their work, through these long 
years of anxiety and toil They knew that 
peace would come with the triumph of the 
right. Peace has come; the right has 
triumphed. The war is over, and our sons 
and brothers are returning to us. But, in 
the midst of our rejoicings, let us remem- 
ber those whose sons and brothers will 
never return to them, with whom the war 
will never be over. Let us remémber those 
who come back to us, having left health 
and limb upon the battle-field, and who 
would gladly have given life itself had it 
been required. Let us remember the last 
words addressed to us, by one whose mem- 
ory is especially present with us to-day : 
‘‘ With malice toward none; with charity 
for all; with firmness in the right, as God 
gives us to see the right, let us strive on 
to finish the work we are in, to bind up the 
nation’s wounds, fo care for him who shall 
have borne the battle, and for his widow and 
orphans, to do all which may achieve and 
cherish a just and a lasting peace among 
ourselves and with all nations.” By the 
love we bear our martyred President, by 
the memory of his. love for us, we pledge 


ourselves to carry out this, his last request. 
And may God bless us in this resolution. _ 

We have been asked to make a few sug- 
gestions in regard to the practical form this 
future work should assume. We do so 
with diffidence. The confidence, dear. 
friends, with which we have guided you in 
your work heretofore, falters and hesitates 
as it approaches your own thresholds. For 
we feel that the homes, whose thoughtful 
love has followed the soldier hundreds and 
thousands of miles, for four years, must 
surely know best how to cherish and care 
for him upon his return. At your request, 
however, we would suggest the following 
classification of your Home Soldier work : 

Ist. The care and support of totally dis- 
abled men, who may need it; and assistance 
to the widows and orphans. of soldiers re- 
quiring aid. 

2d..The Collection of Claims, through 
the Army and Navy Claim Agencies of the 
Sanitary Commission. 

3d. The finding of suitable Employment 
for partially disabled men, 

Ath. The visiting of any neighboring 
Military Hospital, or ‘‘ Home,” and the 
furnishing of such supplies as may be de- 
sirable. 

On another page we publish a list of 
the Claim Agencies already established by 
the Sanitary. Commission. Through these 
agencies the Commission collects any 
claim the soldier or his family may have 
against the Government, whether of Bounty, 
Back-Pay, or Pensions, free of charge. In _ 
many of the smaller places, however, no 
regular agency will be established. We, 
therefore, suggest that one member of the 
Soldiers’ Aid Society makes this his or her 
duty. Write for directions and blanks to . 
the ‘Army and Navy Claim Agency, U.S. 
Sanitary Commission, Washington, D. C.” 

In many places, however, and we hope 
in most, this local work will be insufficient 
to absorb all the surplus energy and re- 
sources of the community. The great Na- 
tional work of the day, growing out of the 
war, now presents itself to us through the 
“ American Freedmen’s Aid Union, 3 and 
the “ American Union Commission.” We 
enclose their circulars, commending them 
to your judgment. 

It has been only after much earhoat | 
thought, and serious counsel; that we have 
concluded that it is best and right for us 
to dissolve our Association. To “undertake 
any part of the work for our soldiers, as 
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indicated above, would be merely to dupli- 
cate that which is already being done 
through established agencies of the Com- 
mission in this city. We give the list of 
those agencies as they now exist: 
Army and Navy Claim Agency, 35 
Chambers street. nae 
Bureau of Employment, 35 Chambers 
street. . ; 
Soldiers’ Home, 45 Grove street. 

- Headquarters of Sanitary Comniission, 
823 Broadway. Apply at this office, either 
in person or by letter, for any desired in- 
formation regarding the work of the Com- 
mission. 3 

The end of the war has brought with it 
the end of our work. You, our faithful 
fellow-workers for four years, can well 
understand why we should repeat these 
words, and dwell upon them with mingled 
feelings of joy and sorrow. Tor while we 


rejoice that the horrors,of war are over, » 


that our country is not only restored to us 
in all its integrity, but that henceforth it 
is a free country—purged from the sin of 
slavery by fire and sword; while we are 
thankful that the necessity for our work 
no longer exists, and are glad to be released 
from its responsibilities and cares, yet 


these very conditions, dear friends, bring | 


with them the breaking up of our inter- 
course, and the severing of ties whose 
strength we scarcely knew, until now, 
when the hour has come for us to part. 
There are twenty-five large, thick books, 
still standing upon wur shelves, in which 
every one of your invoiced letters, received 
during the past four years, have been care- 
fully preserved. These books are our 
most valuable records. Let those who 
want to understand the work in its truest 
sense read over those hundreds, or rather 
thousands, of letters.. They will find there 
every phase of the war as reflected in the 
hearts of the women at home. They will 
find, too, what the relation of our Associ- 
ation to ths people has been, and get some 
faint idea of the strength and endurance 
of the people’s love for the army. They 
show also, as nothing else can, the love 
and confidence which have grown up 
between us, during these four years of 
trial, and which we trust may continue to 
be sacredly cherished to the end of our 
lives. | 
_ As members of this Branch of the U. 
_ 8. Sanitary Commission, we have held the 
enviable position of being brought into 
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immediate contact, on the one hand, with 
the earnest, active minds, and patriotic 
zeal of the officers of, the Commission, 
while, on the other hand, our work has 
given us four years of constant intercourse 


with the most patriotic, the most earnest, . 


and the noblest hearts and minds from 
among. our countrywomen. Tor the in- 
fluence of this two-fold relationship we 
shall never cease to be grateful. It is 
impossible to be engaged in such a cause 
for so long a time, and with such associ- 
ates, without feeling one’s own nature ele- 
vated and deepened. 

The bond existing between the Woman’s 


Central and the Sanitary Commission has’ 


been a peculiarly strong one; not only 
because we are its oldest Branch of Supply, 
or on account of the exceedingly agreeable 
and harmonious character of our inter- 
course, but because, with all our. love and 
admiration of the Commission, there is 
a little lurking pride—we may as well con- 
fess it—that the Commission itself is, in 
some sense, an’ offshoot of our own Asso- 
ciation. , 

The President of the Commission has 
always been a member of our Board. It 
was while acting as our delegate in Wash- 
ington, the first summer of the war, seek- 
ing the best channel for the distribution of 
our supplies, that he conceived the idea of 
the U. 8. Sanitary Commission, which, 
when moulded by the genius of Frederick 


Law Olmsted, also one of our earliest 


members, produced that wonderful organ- 
ization which has prevented and relieved 


untold suffering, and, as “bearer of the- 


people’s love to the people’s army,’’ has 
blessed both giver and receiver. 

On the 24th of June, 1861, the Wo- 
man’s Central voluntarily offered to assume 
a subordinate position to the Commission 
as one of its Branches of Supply. It pro- 
posed to open a central depot in the City of 
New York, for the collection of hospital 
supplies, “such supplies to be delivered 
solely upon requisition from the Sanitary 
Commission, or to agents authorized by it.” 


| The manner of obtaining these supplies 


was left to the Association.. This agree- 
ment, of mutual benefit, has remained un- 
broken to the present hour. 

One remarkable feature in the work of the 
Commission, and to which, without doubt, 
much of its success is due, is its discipline. 
We.refer particularly to the discipline 
enforced and respected throughout its vol- 


~~ 
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unteer corps of workers. Its Branches 
receive their orders from the Commission, 
and carry them out, with as little thought 
of disputing them as a captain would the 
orders of his colonel. And ‘you yourselves, 
dear friends, with your deference to our 
wishes, have taught us to believe that our. 
authority with you is paramount also. 
You have chosen to have it so, and have 
received directions about the work from us 
in the same spirit of obedience with which 
we have received them from the Commis- 
sion. One of your letters says: ‘‘ We don’t 
think your plan a very good one, but we 
shall obey orders.” And others: “Tell 
us what to do’—“If you want anything 
more, tell us what it is, and how soon you 
want it’’—‘ The war is over, but we mean to 
keep on working until you tell us to stop.” 
So many, many letters repeating this in 
every variety of expression. “ After this 
work is over will you not advise us what to 
do next?’’ writes another friend. 

This wonderful discipline in the volun- 
teer work of the Commission! What is it 
but the strongest of all bonds—which is 
love. 

It is with aching hearts that we read 
over these last, most precious letters from 
you. They are too personal, too sacred, to 
be quoted, or to be answered here. We 
want you to know how dependent we have 
been upon your sympathy and encourage- 
ment throughout our work. Don’t forget 
us. Although the Woman’s Central no 
longer exists, its old members wish to be 
remembered by you as friends, and as 
fellow-workers in and sympathizers with 
every cause that represents the welfare of 
our country, and the interests of humanity. 
And may God bless us in the future as in 
the past, and keep us in His great love and 
mercy. 


For the Association. ; 
LOUISA LEE SCHUYLER, 
ELLEN COLLINS, 
CHRISTINE K. GRIFFIN, 
M. D. SWETT, 
HOWARD POTTER, 
SAMUEL W. BRIDGHAM, 

Committee. 





RESOLUTIONS. 

At the Final Meeting of the Woman’s 
Central Association of Relief, Branch of 
the U. S. Sanitary Commission, held at 
Cooper Union, July 7, 1865, the following 
resolutions were unanimously adopted : 

Resolved, That the Woman’s Central As- 
sociation of Relief cannot dissolve without 
expressing its sense of the value and satis- 


faction of its connection with the U. 8: 
Sanitary Commission, whose confidence, 
guidance and support it has enjoyed for 
four years past. In now breaking the for- 
mal tie that has bound us together, we leave 
unbroken the bond, of perfect sympathy, 


gratitude and affection, which has grown 


up between us. 

Resolved, That we owe a deep debt of 
gratitude to our Associate Managers, who 
have so ably represented our interests in the 
different sections of our field of duty; and, 
that. to their earnest, unflagging and patri- 
otic exertions, much of the success which 
has followed our labors is due. 

Resolved, That to the Soldiers’ Aid So- 
cieties, which form the working constitu- 
ency of this Association, we offer the trib- 
ute of our profound respect and admiration 
for their zeal, constancy and patience to 
the end. Their boxes and their letters 
have been alike ‘our support and our inspi- 
ration. They have kept our hearts hopeful, 
and our confidence in our cause always firm. 
Henceforth the Women of America are band- 
ed in town and country, as the men are from 
city and field. We have wrought, and 
thought and prayed together, as our sol- 
diers have fought, and bled, and conquer- 
ed, shoulder to shoulder; and, from this 
hour, the Womanhood of our country is knit 
in a common bond, which the softening in- 
fluences of Peace must not, and shall not 
weaken or dissolve. May God’s blessing 
rest upon every Soldiers’ Aid Society in 
the list of our contributors, and on every 
individual worker in their*ranks. 

Resolved, That to our band of Volun- 
teer Aids, the ladies who, in turn, have so 
long and usefully labored in the details of 
our work at these rooms, we give our hearty 
and affectionate thanks, feeling that their 
unflagging devotion and cheerful presence 
have added largely to the efficiency and 
pleasure of our labors. Their record, how- 
ever hidden, is on high; and they have in 
their own hearts the joyful testimony, that 
in their country’s peril and need they were 
not found wanting. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Asso- 
ciation are due to the ladies, who have, at 
different times, served upon the Board, but 
are no longer members of it; and that we 
recall in this hour of parting the memory 
of each and all who have lent us the light 


of their countenance, and the help of their 


hands. Especially do we recognize the 
valuable aid rendered by the members of 
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our Registration Committee, who, in the 
early days of this Association, superintend- 
ed the training of a band of one hundred * 
women nurses for our Army Hospitals. 
The successful introduction of this system 
is chiefly due to the zeal and capacity of 
these ladies. | 

Resolved, That in dissolving this Asso- 
ciation, we desira to express the gratitude 
we owe to Divine Providence for permitting 
the members of this Board to work together 
in so great and glorious a cause, and upon 
so large and successful a scale; to maintain 
for so long a period, relations of such af- 
fection and respect, and now to part with 
such deep and grateful memories of our 
work and of each other. 

Resolved, That the close of the war 
having enabled this Association to finish 
the work for which it was organized, the 
Woman’s Central Association of Relief for 
the Army and Navy of the United States, 
is hereby dissolved. 

By order. : 
. SAMUEL W. Bripaiam, 

Secretary. 


GENERAL AID SOCIETY OF BUFFALO, N. Y. 
Resolutions passed at a meeting of the Executive 
Committee of the General Aid Society, Buffalo, 

July 24. 

Whereas the necessity of the continuance 
of the efforts of the U.S. Sanitary Com- 
mission, organized for the benefit of the 
sick and suffering soldier, is now brought 
to a close by the restoration of the blessing 
of peace, we, as managers of a branch of 
this inestimable work, express our feelings 
in the following resolutions : 

fesolved, That we hereby place on record 





our sincere thanks and full appreciation of | 
the sympathy and encouragement rendered © 


us by the U. 8S. Sanitary Commission. 
Resolved, That we are most happy to com- 
municate to the officers of this organization, 
expressions of the most.unfeigned gratitude 
for the kind and harmonious action so in- 


variably extended to this branch of the | 


noble and philanthropic work. 


Resolved, That while we acknowledge | 
the aid and encouragement given by the | 
officers of the Commission, we are not un- | 


mindful of the labor bestowed and the 
sacrifices made by our auxiliary societies ; 
their prompt assistance and ready response 
to every appeal has been a sunbeam to. 
brighten every shadow cast upon our ex- 
ertions in the cause of the suffering sol- 


diers. 





Resolved, That we rejoice in the reflec- 
tion that we have been made co-laborers in 
this stupendous and unexampled charity, 
and while life lasts we will cherish the 
remembrance of this benevolent effort, and 
hope that future generations may exult in 
the results of this glorious organization. 

ftesolved, That these resolutions be 
signed by the officers of the Buffalo Gen- 
eral Aid Society, and a copy sent to the 


Central Office of the Sanitary Commission. 
Mrs. HORATIO SEYMOUR, President. , 
Mrs. HENRY R. SEYMOUR, Vice President. 
Mrs. J. R, LOTHROP, Vice President. 
Mrs. JAMES P. WHITE, Treasurer. 
Miss GRACE E. BIRD, Secretary. 





ROCHESTER SOLDIERS’ AID SOCIETY. 


At a meeting of: the Rochester Soldiers’ 
Aid Society, recently held at their rooms, 
the following resolutions were presented, 
and unanimously adopted: 

ftesolved, That this Society desires to 
express its high appreciation of the value 
of the work achieved by the U.S. Sanitary 
Commission in aid of our soldiers, both 
through its relations to the home work and 
to that upon the field; in the former, en- 
couraging, stimulating, and directing the 
production of supplies; and in the latter, 
wisely distributing to our vast armies the 
immense contributions, which, since its 
organization, have constantly flowed into 
its channels from almost every home in the 
land. 

Resolved, That we regard with unfeigned 
satisfaction our own connection with this 
body, as one greatly promoting the effi- 
ciency of our efforts, and highly agreeable 
to ourselves, and that we desire to express 
our thanks for the courtesy and kindness 
which has ever characterized its inter- 
course with this Society. 

Resolved, That the Corresponding Secre- 
tary be requested to transmit these resolu- 
tions to the Sanitary Commission, at Wash- 
ington. 

By order of the Society. 

Mrs. L. GARDNER, 
Cor. Secretary. 





SOLDIERS’ AID SOCIETY—NEW HAVEN. 


In closing the business of this Society, 
it is due to our friends and co-laborers to 
give expression to feelings growing out of 
our long connection in labor for the amelio- 
ration of the soldiers of our armies in their 
struggles and sacrifices in the cause of hu- 
man rights and the government of our 
fathers, vindicated and maintained by their 
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noble sons, and re-established forever by 
their valor : it is therefore, 

Resolved, That we, asa Branch of the “U. 
S. Sanitary Commission,” express our pride 
in having formed a portion of that active 
organized benevolence, unparalleled in its 
proportions in any country, and tender our 
thanks to its officers for the uniform cour- 


tesy, sympathy and consideration extended 


to us as a society; and we further express 
our approval and admiration of all its satis- 
factory results in the great christian and 
beneficent objects of relieving the calami- 
ties of war and assuaging the woes of its 
avenging justice. 

Resolved, That to our auxiliary societies 
words can but partially convey the expres- 
sion of feeling that affects us in dissolving 
the ties that have united us in this holy 
cause. Reliance in our good faith, pa- 
tience with our short comings, prompt and 
cheerful compliance with our repeated and 
urgent calls, can never be forgotten by us, 
individually or as a society, and calls forth 
deep and heart-felt gratitude. 

Resolved, That our satisfaction is in- 
creased by the pleasurable reflection that 
in our country and in our midst there are 
women equal to the great emergencies of 
christian war ; women who have not quailed 
before Aiacane and death, or shrunk from 
the spectacle of hospitals or the horrors of 


the battle-field, but have left the comforts | 6) hig family, residing iA Irvington, ul: 


of home and the luxuries of wealth to 
serve and administer to the wounded sol- 


dier or to smooth the dying pillow, and car- 


ry the last whispered message to the loved 
at home. 
heroic element in wives, mothers, and sis- 


ters, have we not a sure guarantee that: 


husbands, fathers, and brothers, with God’s 
favor, will be forever invincible ? 
Resolved, That we are deeply indebted. 
to the various transportation companies for 
long-continued and cheerful assistance in 
our operations.. To Adams’ Express Com- 
pany especially, which, from the nature of 
its organization, was in more constant requi- 
sition, mera thanks are dué from the 
whole community, as well as from ourselves 
and our auxiliaries. Their aid has been, 
from the beginning to the glorious end, 
cheerful, untiring, and of great value. 
Resolved, That we bow in humble adora- 
tion to the Giver of all good, that He has 
delivered our mation from the violence of 
enemies and the scourge of war, and pre- 
served to us, for all generations, the coun- 





With such illustrations of the. 
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try of our sires; and that we, the descend- 
ants of heroi¢ mothers, have been able to 
add to the mite of our labor the contribu- 
tion of prayers to the Giver of victory, for 
blessing and favor, and the consolations of 
sympathy with the sorrows of the widow 
and the orphan. 
EK. 8. RoBerts, 
Cor. Secretary. 


RESOLUTIONS OF SOLDIERS’ AID SOCIETY, 
IRVINGTON, N. Y. 

Ata meeting held by the Soldiers’ Aid 
Society of Irvington, June 29, 1865, the 
following resolutions were offered and ~ 
unanimously adopted : 

fesolved, That we do not dissolve the 
Soldiers’ Aid Society, but consider its 
duties changed. Hereafter we will turn 
our attention to ascertaining and relieving 
the wants of the soldiers and their families — 
who have enlisted from Irvington, or come . 
here to reside after their discharge from 
service. 

Resolved, That the materials and money 
remaining in the hands of the Society shall 
be used for the benefit of soldiers and their 





families in this place, who may at any time 


hereafter be in want of such aid; and that 
the same shall be in charge of the officers 
of; this Society. 

Resolved, That when any member of 
this Society becomes aware that a soldier 


assistance, she is to communicate the fact, 
at once, to any one of the officers of this 
Society, who shall forthwith call a meeting 
of the rest, to decide what aid to render. 
A. meeting of. three of the officers shall be 
considered sufficient to transact such busi- 
ness. 





RESOLUTION OF THE WISCONSIN SOL- 
* DIERS’ AID SOCIETY. 

MILWAUKIE, July 25, 1865. 
Resolved, That in closing their feng and 
arduous duties, the Wisconsin Soldiers’ 
Aid Society and its Branches (numbering 
over three hundred) take pleasure in ac- 
knowledging the uniform kindness and 
consideration manifested towards them by 
the U. S. Sanitary Commission, with which 
they have been connected as auxiliaries ; 
that they feel a lively satisfaction in look- 
ing back upon a union of effort, which has 
proved so. beneficent to others, and has been 


-marked by so much harmony and fraternity 


between themselves; and that they take 
this occasion to express their entire concur- 
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ence in the wise and humane course pur- 
sued by the Commission, and their admira- 
tion of the ability, integrity, and fidelity 
with which it has discharged the delicate 
and important trusts confided to it by a 
generous and patriotic people. 
Respectfully yours, 
Mrs. Cuas. KEELER, 
President. 
Mrs. J. 8S. Cott, 
Cor. Sec’y. 
Per Mrs. J. B. Dousman, 
Asst. 





NEW ENGLAND WOMAN’S AUXILIARY AS- 


SOCIATION. 


Zo our Friends and Fellow-workers throughout 


New England: 

Tt is deemed desirable that we should say 
a parting word to you, in this closing 
number of the Sanitary Bulletin. Many 
thoughts rush into our minds, and our hearts 
-are full, but words fail us. You do not 
need them, we know. Your constant inter- 
course with us, for three years and seven 
months, has assured you, far better than any 
words could do, that we have valued your 
sympathy, and needed your aid at every 
step we have taken. We haveasked much 
and constantly of you, and we have not 
asked in vain. We do not wish now to 
thank you for what you have done for the 
soldiers. In some respects we may speak 
in their behalf; but, in this case, we can- 
not worthily represent them. They must 


speak for themselves, either in this world, | 


or in that better land; where, if sorrow and 
suffering do not enter, at least the memory 
of such relief as you have bestowed must 
find a place. Our gratitude to-day is only 
personal, For three years and a half you 
have touched us by your kindness; you 
- have upheld us by your sympathy and ready 
aid; you have humbled us by a generous 
confidence, of which we could not feel that 
we were worthy. The success that has 
been gained is chiefly your own; we are 
thankful to have been in any way sharers 
in it. 

Need we tell you that we honor, and 
trust, and love you in return; that the only 
pain we feel to-day, as we reflect upon our 
relation with you, is that it must end so 
soon; that the pléasant paths—* paths of 
peace,” indeed they have been, in the 
midst of devastating war—which we have 
trodden so happily together, are to be ours 
no longer? 

__ But new ways are before us, and life is 


‘our lives. : 


full and rich in other directions, and beck- 
ons us on to fresh endeavors, in ever- 
changing experiences.’ The result of past 
labors and past enjoyments,.shall be to 
make us stronger for what is yet to come. 

And, if in any new effort it should be 
our good fortune to meet with you again, 
we believe it will give you the same satis- 
faction that we-shall feel in renewing a 
connection that, however long’ it may be 
laid aside, can never cease to be remem- 
bered as one of the greatest blessings of 

_ And now farewell! May God bless you 

and yours forever.. 

In behalf of the New England Women’s 
Auxiliary Association.. 

** Assy W. May, 


Chairman Executive Committee. 





LETTER FROM N.W. BRANCH U.S. SANITARY 
‘COMMISSION. 


Cuicaao, July 29, 1865. 
Dear Dr. ParrisH: The happy ter- 
mination of the war having so greatly re- 
duced the field and hospital work of the U. 
S. Sanitary Commission, that its gifted and 
venerated President, the Rev. Dr. Bellows, 
has felt warranted in announcing to the 


Branches and the Aid Societies a release 


from the further procuring and forwarding 
of supplies and money to the Parent Socie- 
ty, we would take this opportunity to speak 
in behalf of the Aid Societies and tributa- 
ries of the Northwest Branch of the U. S. 
Sanitary Commission. 

We would express, as they have directed 
us, the deepest gratitude for the privilege 
of laboring in so sacred a cause in connec- 
tion with the U.S. Sanitary Commission, 
which has so wisely, efficiently and faith- 
fully ministered to the wants and met the 
necessities of our glorious army of patriots, 
from the beginning of this-terrific rebellion 
until it has been subdued, our own armies 


- disbanded—“ the sword beaten into the 


ploughshare and the spear into the pruning- 
hook.” , 

We consider it a privilege, as well as a 
duty, to express our deep sense of satisfac- 
tion and admiration at the prompt, accu- 
rate and thorough mode of applying the 
gifts which the patient and’ self-denying 
people of the Northwest have poured into 
the great reservoir of the U.S. Sanitary 
Commission. Our confidence has grown 
with added years of experience and co-ope- 
ration, and our satisfaction has only been 
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exceeded by our wonder, that so huge a 
scheme of ‘benevolence, national in its re- 
sources and results, could so minutely and 
accurately dispense its benefits, and super- 
vise and hold to a strict account, its most 
humble employees. 

While it has embraced in its grasp ar- 
mies of wounded heroes, and expended on 
battle-fields tens of thousands of dollars in 
a day, it has as carefully met and cared for 
the individual, emaciated, or wounded sol- 
dier, bound up wounds, furnished his cot, 
cooked his food, saved his pay, carried .to 
his home, or dug his grave, and marked the 
place of his interment: 

Our prayers and blessings must ever rest 
upon its founders, officers and aids, wher- 
ever found. We shall always feel grateful 
that we have been permitted to be humble 
co-workers with the most colossal humani- 
tarian organization that the world has ever 
seen; one which has blessed a nation, and 
to whieh history will give her highest page. 
With these heartfelt sentiments of love, con- 
fidence and gratitude, we heartily respond 
to the words of cheer and approval contain- 
ed in the letter of our beloved President. 
We pray that upon himself and his fellow- 
laborers the light of God’s countenance may 
rest, and give theni peace. 

Mrs. A. H. Hoag, 


Mrs. D. P. Livermors, 
Associate Managers N. W.’Branch U. 8S. San. Com. 





FROM MICHIGAN AGENT. . 
ANnN Arbor, Micu., July 24, 1865. 
To Henry W. Bettows, D.D., . 
Pres’t U. S. San. Com., New York. 

Rev. AND Dear Sir: As the field and 
hospital work of the U. S. Sanitary Com. 
mission is, most happily, nearing its close, 
and the official relations of the various 
. Aid Associations and members of the Pa- 
rent Society are soon to terminate ; as com- 
missioner of Sanitary Supplies in Mich- 
igan, co-operating with the Northwestern 
Sanitary Commission at Chicago, IIL, I 
cannot, with any due regard to a sense of 
gratitude for the great and inestimable 
blessings of which the U. S. Sanitary 
Commission has been the able almoner, 
omit the opportunity of expressing, through 
you, to the Commission : 

1. Gratitude to God for raising and 
sending forth, on its mission of love, good 
will, and beneficent deeds among our hero- 
sick and wounded, the United States Sani- 
tary Commission. 

2. Thanks to the Commission for the 


ever-efficient manner in which supplies of 
all kinds, from the various Aid Societies 
in Michigan, have been forwarded by its 
agencies to the front. 

3. Admiration of the vast and constantly 
increasing labors .and resources of the 
Commission; the careful supervision ex- 
ercised in all its departments ; the efficiency 
of its business method; its charity, im- 
partiality, and economy in the distribution 
of its stores, together with the rigid ac- 
countability to which all its agencies have 


| been held. 


4. A grateful sense of obligation to the 
Commission for the service it has rendered 
to the whole country, in the many lives 
which, under God, it has been instrumental 
in saving—by hundreds here in Michigan, 
by thousands in the whole land; to the 
widowed mothers, self-denying wives, pa- 
triot-minded sisters, who have sent out 
their sons, husbands, and brothers, our 
national jewels, to do battle for the life of 
the nation, right, and liberty. 

D0. A God-speed to the Commission in 
all its remaining work in the general hos- 
pitals, its Soldiers’ Homes, its Employ- 
ment, Bounty, Back Pay, and Pension 
Bureaus, with the earnest prayer that those 
agencies may becontinued, in all their past: 
and present efficiency, until the head-stone 
of its great work shall be brought forth by 
the Commission in ample relief, rendered 
to the last hero-soldier needing itsaid. 

In the expression of these sentiments, 
reverend and dear sir, 1 not only speak 
from my long and varied experiences and 
observations on the front as a chaplain, but 
I am sure I give utterance to the long 
entertained, well established, and thor- 
oughly tested opinions of tens of thousands 
of patriotic minds in Michigan who have 
been associated, as humble auxiliaries, with 
the United States Sanitary Commission, in 
its truly noble, great, patriotic, catholic, 
and christian work. . 

More than this I may not now add. 
Less it were unjust to have said. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

SAMUEL Day, 
Com. U. 8. Sanitary Supplies, Mich. 





LETTER FROM THE EDITOR. 
DeEAR R. :—TI cannot be with you in ma- 


‘king up the last Bulletin. 


You will insert the admirable address of 
the Board, to the Branches and Aid So- 
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cieties. I forward to you divers letters 
and resolutions, which come fresh from the 
people, as expressive of their feelings in this 
time of parting, which you will put in their 
proptr places. 

I want to add, also, my own testimony 
to that of ere, concerning the work in 
which we have been engaged with the peo- 
ple, and to express my appreciation of the 
cordial intercourse that has been so long 
maintained between the auxiliaries of the 
Commission and myself. 

The single-mindedness and devotion of 
the women of the United States during the 
four years of sorrow and sacrifice through 
which we have passed, is without a parallel 
in history; but their own history must be 
written, and stand as a memorial for those 
who shall come after. 

There is now being prepared a series of 
questions, to be submitted to them, which 
will enable all the societies in the country 
to return answers according to a uniform 
_ plan; and when these returns shall haye 
been made, some idea can be formed of the 
magnitude and magnificence of the work. 

The societies are still in existence, and 
will find it an agreeable service to collect 
incidents of their experience, and prepare 

the results of their labor, for permanent 
preservation by the Commission; while they 
will consider the future field that is open 
before them, appealing, as it does, to their 
sympathy, and awaiting the promptings of 
their genius for. organization and labor, 
that has given such efficiency to the beneyv- 
olence of the country during the war. 

The Southern country—many paris of 
which are desolated by war—has a popula- 
tion which needs the aid of Northern en- 
terprise and philanthropy.” The people, 
depressed by defeat, schoolless and church- 
less, and without the energy and education 
which belong to a true social and civil state, 
look to the North for aid and instruction. 

The Government has established a “ Bu- 
reau for Freedmen, Refugees, and Aban- 
doned’ lands,” which, in the present crisis, 


stands before the people, as did the War 
Department in 1861, with the same kind of 


. confidence in their willingness and ability 


to furnish the needed help. 

As the women came forward then and 
organized to supplement the War Depart- 
ment, so they are beginning now td come 
Cobian to help the Governments in this new 
field. That they may rise to the magni- 
tude of the opportunity offered them is 
greatly to be desired; and if they resolve 
to do so, their record for the four years to 
come will be even more bright than it has 
been in the past. The country cannot afford 
to dispense with their services. The Goy- 
ernment has depended upon the women of 
the land too long and too confidently, to 
spare them in the time of present trial. 

The sore with which the South is bruised 
must be healed, until we can go in and 
out among them, as sharers of all the com- 
mon industries and improvements of a wise 
civilization ; and no power on earth is:so 
eficient for good in this direction as 
woman’s love and labor. Let these be 
spent in furnishing supplies to the needy, 
and instruction to the ignorant, and the next 
decade will show a new people, with new 
hopes, a new agriculture, new schools, new 
manufactories, and a blessing upon the sa- 
cred bond of domestic life. = 

I wish I could send yousomething about 
the new organization that is being formed, 
for the purpose of aiding and eleyating the 
Freedmen ; but I cannot now. r bespeak 
for it, ccs a welcome support by the 
women who have organized and conducted 
the auxiliaries of the Sanitary Commission, 
and say farewell to them in this field of la- 
bor, with the hope of co-operation in the 
future. 

Yours, faithfully, 
JOSEPH PARRBISH. 

New Yorx, Aug. 12, 1865. 





We call the attention of all to the full list of 
Claim Agencies on page 1276. Thousands of 
dollars are being collected monthly, without any 
expense whatever to the claimant. 
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FORM C._MONTHLY RETURN FROM CLEVE- 
LAND BRANCH SANITARY CO:: MISSION 
SOLDIERS’ AID SOCIETY, NORTHERN OHIO. 

CLEVELAND, July 1, 1865. 
MONTH OF JUNE, 1865. 
Number of applications for employment : 


By able-bodied Mem... as.00adceseygei-c eyde caeteaee 36 
By “Aisahled met s.s,.10.<.cccessces sosccemenews aenens 44 
Total & sees aanesssverts «Sebo ges nanan billows we 80 
Number of applications by employers......... 22 
Number furnished with employment : 
Ablé@sbodied meni... jsenss«sersaaes Ssvaiecdpapesoccescs 20. | 
Disabled wien... 2 tenes: Weis Feuer tes grneedaas “50 6 
T0talis edad stesosiececedess sand reveee ls vesecceee 26 
Kind of employment furnished : 
Agericuliatral ., i icee sc csee nes see nevessce cacvce cvccevere 5 
Mechanieal ...,.) s-caseon’s sevecestsesipencsispnn ecebe secs 3 
COUT ORCEAL coe cosees cocnecustis soon h cite mats ynaschvnastes 7 
TIMDOEDES scan etreascecncctes sesues clpees anc otemee see Wesnbe 2 


Others, not included in above.........csecesseeers 9 





REPORT OF J. C: HOBLIT. 
LovuIsyiuuE, Ky., June 29, 1865. 
Dr. J. S. NEWBERRY, : 
Sec’y West. Dept. U. S. San: Com. 

Dear Sir: On arriving in this city two 
weeks since, by your direction [ immedi- 
ately commenced visiting the troops located 
near the city, consisting of the 14th, 15th, 
and 17th Army Corps. I prosecuted this 
work until every portion of the army was 
reached. Substantial issues of vegetables 
have been made to evety regiment, detach- 

ment, and headquarters, so far as I know, 
throughout the entire command. The is- 
sues made were at first once each weck, but 
afterward twice, at the rate of four barrels 


of potatoes to each 100 men, one barrel of: 


pickles to the regiment, unless there were 
more than 400 men, then two barrels. 
Onions were also distributed in considerable 
quantities, as well as other Sanitary stores, 
for the use of the sick in the regiments. 
“There are no Division Hospitals as formerly. 
The sick are sent to the General Hospitals 
in and about Louisville. In some instances, 


however, there has been an attempt to retain . 


and treat the patients, when they were not 
seriously sick, in the regimental quarters, 
rather than send them out of the command. 
Brown Hospital has received most of the 
patients from the army. This hospital is 
entirely too much crowded for its capacity, 
and number of surgeons and nurses. The 
patients have not been able to receive the 
attention they should, from this fact; the 
defect, however, is being corrected. “The 





troops are exceedingly glad to receive the 
vegetables furnished by the Commission. 


. The government is not supplying vege- 


tables, and many have been the testimonies — 
of both officers and private soldiers toethe 
great value of our work. All the non- 
veterans have gone home, and now 15,000 
of the veteran troops of the Army of the 
Tennessee are to be mustered out of the 
service immediately. One division of the 
15th Army Corps has gone to Arkansas. 
Thus the large Army of the Tennessee will 
soon be reduced to a small command. I 
learn that the Corps organizations are to 
be broken up, and what troops are retained 


| in the service willbe sent to garrison differ- 


ent posts in the South. This will, perhaps, 
all have been accomplished by the last of 
July. Among all the troops I have been 
received with cordiality. © Ae hee 
Yours, very truly, 
J.C. Hosuir. 





REPORT OF DR. J. W. PAGE. 


JNo. 8. BuAToHFORD, Hsq., 
General Secretary U. S. San. Com. 


Dear Sir: Mr. F. A. 8. Perry, who 


_ has been Relief Agent of the U.S. Sanitary 


Commission, in this department, since 
August of last year, left Newbern last week 
to report to the Central Office; at Washing- 
ton. He went the inland route, via Raleigh 
and Greensboro to Richmond. Mr. Perry, 
after months of faithful service in this dis- 


‘trict, went forward with the advance stores 


on the spring campaign, and kept at the 
front until the capture of Kinston, where 
he remained in charge of the depot until 
the reduction of the garrison and the with- 
drawal of Sherman’s army rendered the 
existence of a permanent depot unneces- 
sary at that point. His efforts to forward. 
our stores on the early marches, and his 
own personal labors and exposures in car- 
rying supplies to the field hospitals, in the 
battles around Kinston, over roads which 
no vehicles but government wagons under 

military orders would venture to traverse, 
merit the high appreciation of the Com- 
mission, as they have gained him the 
thanks and. gratitude of those who directly 
received the benefit of his self-sacrificing | 
ministrations. I send you enclosed his 
special reports from March 4th to June 
10th, which gives a fair exposé of his la- 
bors, and some inkling of the condition of 
the service, and the beneficial relations of 
the Sanitary Commission with it. 
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Since the closing of our Sanitary depot 
at Raleigh, all our relief work has-been 
done frem the depot at Newbern. The 
chief position of our white troops in this 
district have been in rendezvous at “ Camp 
Chattanooga,” a wide clearing in the woods, 
some three miles from town—a wild, roman- 
tic spot—first occupied as an encampment 
by that rollicking Irish General, Meagher, 
with his nondescript brigade, the “ Les 
enfans perdus’ of our Southern armies. 
Here, in a space of rolling land, sufficient 
for the “Grand Army,’’ are pleasantly 
bivouacked some dozen different military 
organizations, vieing with each other in 
camp decorations and artificial evergreen 
shade—a rural oasis, eclipsing in picturesque 
effect the novel representations of romantic 
encampments set off by the rich fancy and 
facile pen of Bulwer. - Here some thou- 
sands of our veteran troops, with their 


hearts fixed on near visions of home, await 


the slow routine of red tape to unloose the 
leash in which they are held, and Jet them 
speed to the longing arms so impatiently 
stretched forth to receive them. This cler- 
ical delay is straining the patience and 
martial discipline of these brave fellows to 
the utmost. While some relieve the strain 
on their patience by letting off unmeasured 
strictures on the motives of delinquent 
officers, others, and far the greater portion, 
_ despondent at delay, and sickened by hope 
deferred, are yielding to the depressing in- 
‘fluences of the advancing season. With 
comparatively few severe cases, hundreds 
are on the sick list, and some of the more 
sensitive or susceptible have succumbed to 
a low but rapid type of fever. Hvery ef- 
fort is being made to sustain the moralé of 
the men. The more intelligent officers 
cheer the encampment with musical soirees 
-and evening hops; the Christian Commis- 
sion are in the field with their good reading 


and boiled blackberry root; and the Sani- 


tary are doing all that their generous stores 
and the bountiful yield of luxuriant gar- 
dens can do for the soldiers, to console 
their “outward and inward man.” Young, 
ardent boys, and old, hirsute veterans, who, 
in the rough bivouac and stern excitement 
of actual war, left these ‘‘ sick charities’’ to 
their less hardy comrades, now seek our 
stores and beg a memento, if only a hand- 


kerchief, to show the gentle ones at home . 


that their handiwork has been within their 
reach,. while breasting the dangers which 
beset their homes and their country. This 


association of the Sanitary Commission 
with their homes at this juncture of their 
service is a gratifying evidence of the re- 
lations the Commission has borne to the 
soldier in the camp, and how well he has 
appreciated the home-felt comforts it has 
brought to his relief. The presence of the 
mustering officer, and the arrival of trans- 
ports to take them home, will do more for 
these soldiers than any direct relief. Several 
regiments have already embarked, and are 
on their homeward track. The 238d 
Massachusetts, 16th Connecticut, and 8d 
New York Artillery have shipped. The 
Oth Rhode Island, 15th Connecticut, and 
some others are mustered out, and awaiting 
transportation. I enclose a tribute to the 
Commission, sent in‘to me just as they: 
were leaving the department, by the offi- 
cers of the 3d New York Artillery, an im- 
mense regiment, whose attachment to this 
department has been coeval with that of the 
Commission. This expression was a spon- 
taneous one, and quite unexpected, from 
batteries which haye been on active duty 
to the most remote parts of the department. 

Our season thus far is remarkably uni- 
form, like the winter preceding it. This 
month we have had but three days with the 
thermometer at noon below 80°, and no day 
above 88°. There are many cases of’ sick- 
ness, but all mild. . Most every one has 
felt more or less shaky, even though not 
subject to actual chills. The town is now 
clean, and is occupied wholly by colored 
troops. ‘The general hospital has been re- 
moved to Morehead City. The hospital at 
Wilmington is to be broken up immedi- 
ately, and its archives brought to the Med- 
ical Director’s Office in Newbern. Mr. 
Foster reports favorably of sanitary matters 
there. The chief Medical Director of the 
department, Dr. Hand, applied to me last . 
week for chloride of lime, to be used in 
Raleigh. A fatal fever, I understand, has 
broken out in and near the town, more 
especially in the spacious insane asylum in 
the suburbs, for which more particularly 
the disinfectant was required. I sent up 
ten barrels. The recent arrival of an in- 
voice of chloride of lime and stone lime, 
fifty barrels of one and one hundred of the 
other, has enabled me to fill another timel 
requisition of an-able and watchful Medi- 
cal Director; this time for Greensboro, to 
which I also supplied ten barrels of chlo- 
ride of lime. I inclose the requisition, 
which speaks for itself. 
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I shall make no requisitions at present 
on the general stores of the Commission. 

The service seems to be gradually narrow- 
ing down to a peace establishment of black 
troops, the nature of whose duties will 
hardly necessitate the continued operation 
of extraordinary relief, but will assimilate 
itself to the condition and regime of the 
old regular army. The waning of the 
summer will probably witness the winding 
up of our hospitals, and the healing over 
of the human scars which are now the tra- 
ces of thestruggle we have passed through. 
Old mother.earth will, however, with her 
ineffaceable trenches, and her serried 
graves, carry down to the remotest ages the 
balanced account between the dead and the 
living of the heaviest transaction since the 
formation of nations. Every element in 
nature has been drawn into the contest, 
and influences, more subtle and powerful 
than the fancy of heathen poets ever as- 
cribed to their gods of war, have lent their 
might to turn the scale of the fight, making 
the moral effects of the war more imperish- 
able and important on the welfare of the 
race than any revolution it may have 


effected in politics or in nationality. That. 


the Sanitary Commission shall pass into 
history as the great humanizing spirit amid 
these stupendous powers of evil, now for 
the first time brought to bear collectively 
in the wars of mankind, immortalizes the 
period as the greatest triumph of practical 
Christianity over the passions of men. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. W: Paces, M.D., 
Inspector U. 8S. 8S. @., Dept. N. C. 





TESTIMONIAL. 


ceamepio OD Maran V  ART., 
Nuwsern, N. C., June, 1865. 


Dr. J. W. PAGE, 
" United States Sanitary Commission. 

Dear Sir: The undersigned, officers of 
the 3d Regiment N. Y. V. Artillery, desire 
to return to the Sanitary Commission our 
sincere thanks for the many kindnesses be- 
stowed through you to the soldiers of our 
commandsduring this great rebellion. Many 
comforts have been dispensed to the soldiers 
‘which would not have been were it not for 
the Commission. , 

To youand your Assistants in North Car- 
olina we would return thanks, believing 
there never was a better institution for the 
soldier, and no better person to care for it, 
in a department, than Dr. J. W. Page. 
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We subscribe ourselves, very respectful- 


ly, yours, 

Charles H. Stewart, Col. 3d N. Y.V. 
Art’y; T. J. Kennedy, Lt. Col. 3d N. Y¥. V. 
Art’y.; J. W. P. Riggs, Maj. 3d N Y. V. Arty; 
A. D. Wilson, Surg. 8d N. Y. V. Arty; F. W. 

‘ Benjamin, Assist. Surgeon; J. HE. Storke, 1st 
Lieut, and Adjt.; O. D. Ball, Ist Lieut. and 
R. Q. M.; Samuel P. Russell, Captain Comdg. 
Battery A; William E. Mercer, Capt. Comdg. 
Battery C; Stephen Van Heusen, Capt. Comdg. 
Battery D; W. A. Kelsey, Capt. Comdg. Bat- 
tery G; W. M. Kirby, Capt. Comdg. Battery 
I; S. H. Mowers, Capt. Comdg. Battery L; 
William Richardson, Ist Liett. Battery A; G. 
H. Edward, 2d, 1st Lieut. Battery C; John 
Stevenson, Jr., Ist Lieut. Battery D; Edward 
Cunningham, 2d Lieut. Battery A; John Mar- 
ley, 2d Lieut. Battery A; Wm. IH. Coffin, 2d 
Lieut. Battery C; Martin Webster, 2d Lieut. 
Battery C; Thomas Vanderberg, 2d Lieut. Bat- 
tery D; J. I. Brinkerhoff, Jr., 2d Lieut. Bat- 
tery D; Charles A. Moore, 2d Lieut. Battery G; 
R. D. ‘Wade, 2d Lieut. Battery G; E. W.Sey- 
mour, 2d Lieut. Battery I; Wm. H. Goodnick, 
2d Lieut. Battery I; L. 8. Newcomb, 2d Lieut. 
Battery L. 


U. §. SANITARY COMMISSION, NO. 91.. 


On the 22d March, 1864, the Sanitary 
Commission resolved to ask the aid and co- 
operation of an Auxiliary Finance Com- 
mittee, to be composed of gentlemen of the 
highest position and standing, on whose 
advice it could depend in any questions 
that might arise as to the best management 
of its funds. 

It was thought desirable thaé this Com- 
mittee should also be requested from time 
to time, to pass upon and examine the-ac- 
counts and vouchers of its ‘Treasurer. 
These have been audited and examined by 
Committees appointed by the Commission 
and consisting of its own members, at 
intervals of not less than three months, 
ever since the Commission was appointed 
in June, 1861, and have been found cor- 
rect. But the amount confided to the 
Commission by the people has been. so large, 


al 


and the responsibility thus imposed on it © 


so heavy, that a thorough investigation of 
its expenditures by gentlemen not belong- 
ing to its own body seemed expedient for 
the protection of the Commission and the 
satisfaction of the public. : 
Messrs. A. A. Low, Jonathan Sturges 
and John Jacob Astor, Jr., having con- 
sented to act as such Auxiliary Vinance 


Committee, all the books, accounts, and. 


vouchers of the Treasurer from June 26, 
1861, the date of the first entry they contain 
(including those of the Washington and 
Louisville offices) were laid before this 
Committee. It proceeded to engage the 
services of a professional accountant, and 
on the 80th May, 1865, reported the result 
of its examination down to January, 1865. 
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The reports of the Committee and of its 
accountant are as follows : 

New Yorxr, May 30, 1865. 
Gro. T. Strona, lusa.; 

Treasurer, 

Dear Sir: We hereby certify that Mr. 
James M. Halsey, Teller of the Seamen’s 
Savings Dank, was selected and appointed 
by us to examine into the books and ac- 
counts of the Sanitary Commission, and 


after many months devoted to this work. 


more or less continuously, the ascompany- 
ing certificate shows the result of his ex- 
amination. 

His name is appended to a statement of 
receipts and disbursements from June 26, 
1861, to January 1, 1865, sent herewith, 
' the aggregate being $3,470,587 94. 
Respectfully yours, 

: J. J. Astor, JR., 
Ae A LOW, 
Jon’n STURGES. 
78, WALL STREET, 
New York, July 20, 1864. 
Messrs. A. A. Low, Esq., JonarHan STURGES, 
Esq., J. J. Astor, JR., Esq. «+ 

GENTLEMEN: I have to report (pursu- 
ant to your instructions) that the accounts 
of the Treasurer of the U. 8. Sanitary 
Commission have been carefully examined, 
and that I find them correct in all partic- 
ulars. 

The examination included the bank ac- 
counts kept by the Treasurer, and [ find 
vouchers returned for the same, correct 
both as to date and amount. _ 

Herewith I hand you a statement of the 
receipts and disbursements of the Com- 
mission from June 26, 1861, to May 1, 
1864, showing a balance of cash on hand 
of $394,598 62, which I find to have been 
the balance on the Bank Bovks at that 
date. 

Any further information you may wish 
in regard to the accounts I shall be pleased 
to furnish, with the assistance of the 
Assistant Secretary, (Mr. B. Collins,) at 
any time when required. 

Respectfully yours, 
. das. M. Hatsey. 

New York, Jarch 30, 1865. 

Messrs. A. A. Low, Esq., Jonaruan Sruraes, 
Esq., J. J. Astor, Jr., Esq , Committee. 

GENTLEMEN: Herewith I hand you my 
report of the operations: of the U.S. San- 
itary Commission from June, 1861, to 
January, 1865. 

Upcen a careful examination of the 
books, I find vouchers for all disbursements, 
and, to. the best of my knowledge and 


Vou. I. No. 40. 80 


belief, the enclosed account is correct in 
every particular. 

Reepectfully yours. &e., 

' Jas M. HAatsny. 

The same Committee has been requested 

to continue its examination from Ist Jan., 

1865, until the affairs of the Commission 

shall be finally wound up. ‘The result of 

such future examinatign will be duly laid 

before the public. 
Henry W. Brettows, 
; President. 
Jno. 8S. Buatorrorp, ' 


General Secretary 
823 Broapway, New York, June 1, 1865. 


2 
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REPORT OF DR. J. 8. NEWBERRY, ASSOCIATE 

SECRETARY WESTERN DEPARTMENT. 

U. 8. SANITARY@COMMISSION, 

Lovisvituy, Ky., July 8, 1865. 

J. S. Bhatcurorp, Hsa., 
General Secretary Sanitary Commission. 

Dear Sir: I regret to say that the op- 
pressively hot weather of the last month, 
combined with the unusual amount of work 
thrown upon us, have so far affected the 
the health of my associates and myself, that 
it is impossible for me, at present, to make 
the journey to Washington, and report in 
person the condition of our Sanitary work 
in this Department. I must try, therefore, 
to give you a brief synopsis of it by letter; 
trusting that this will afford all the infor- 
mation necessary to enable the Board to le- 
gislate for this, as all other parts of our field 


. of labor, at its ensuing meeting. 


In its general aspects, the work of the 
Sanitary Commission in the Western De- 
partment is not greatly different from what: 
it has been during most of the past two 
years,.and the changes which we had anti- 
cipated would take place as soon as the first 
of this month, have not as yet occurred. 
During the past quarter, all departments of 
our work have been nearly as active as at 
any former period, and our labors at this 
point have for the past month been greatly 
increased by the immediate presence of 50,- 
000 troops, just returned from a campaign 
without precedent for its hardships, crav- 
ing, and really needing, an amount of help 
from the Commission, which has taxed our 
power and resources to the utmost. The 
demand for assistance of various kinds in 
other parts of our extended department has, 
for various reasons, been even more impor- 
tunate than heretofore; and it now seems 
probable that, contrary to all expectation, 
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the last days of the Sanitary Commission 
will be among its busiest. 

The movements of troops, the transfers 
of patients in hospital, the wholesale dis- 


charge of invalids, the mustering-out of 


large numbers of men, have produced a de- 


eree of activity, and even confusion, in mili-. 


tary operations, that have thrown upon.us 
much unusual thought, labor, and expendi- 
ture. ~ ‘ : 
Our Homes have been filled with dis- 
charged and furloughed men; the Hospital 
Directory been burdened with the discus- 
sion of an unusual mass of records; and 
the confusion attending the disorganization 
and re-arrangement of a great and widely- 
scattered army, has left regiments and hos- 
pitals more dependent upon the attentions 
and charities of the Commission than when 
we had a larger force in the field, but that 
force—while enduring all the hardships 
and performing all the duties of an active 
campaign—stimulated by the excitement, 
and provided for by the necessary system 
of real and successful warfare. 7 

The want of vegetables and other anti- 
scorbutics, which has been felt among our 
troops every spring since the war began, 
has been as plainly felt and expressed dur- 
ing the last quarter as at any former time. 
T'o meet this want we have gathered pota- 
toes and onions, sourkrout and pickles, from 
all parts of the North-Western States, and 
even from Canada, and have sent them not 
only to all parts of this Department, but 
have forwarded several large shipments, at 
his request, to Dr. Blake, at New Orleans. 
Copies of his letters asking for and ac- 
knowledging these shipments are herewith 
enclosed 

The Army of the Tennessee, which, war- 
worn, es, and hungry, has been en- 
camped at Louisville since the first of June, 
has been liberally dealt with, from consid- 


erations of both policy and philanthropy.” 


The markets of the Ohio Valley being 
nearly exhausted of vegetables, almost noth- 
ing of the kind has been issued to this 
Army by the Commissary, while, by pur- 
chasing far north, we have been able to 
issue regularly to the entire Army a larger 
allowance of potatoes, onions, pickles, and 
krout than they have at any time received 
from the Government. 

We have issued.once and sometimes 
twice a week, for the past month, four bar- 
rels of potatoes, and one of pickles or krout 
to every two hundred men. We have also 


‘has taken a furlough for thirty days. 





issued largely of other stores included in 
our supply table, but the items I have men- 
tioned have been by far the most import- 
ant. The effect of this special effort to 
feed a whole army hardly needs, I think, 
to be discussed before approval. Probably 
not all we have been doing for this army 
during the past three years has done so 
much to make them know and feel the 
value of the Commission. They will cer- 
tainly leave here with a pleasant taste of 
the Sanitary Commission in their mouths, 
and are likely to be led by this compara- 
tively unimportant service to give us some- 
thing of the credit with our constituency 
at home, which all’our silent and legitimate 
good-doing in hospitals would have failed 
to obtain. 

Although the demand has, I have said, 
been kept up, the supply, so far as derived 
from contributions in kind, has consider- 
ably fallen off, especially during the past 
month. This has been a consequence of a 
general cenviction that ‘ the war is over,” 
and the work of the Sanitary Commission 
about done. This impression was strength- 
ened by the issue of Sanitary Commis- 
sion Document 90, which, while giving a 
just view of our work at the Hast, antici- 
pated the progress of events at the West 
by two or three months. For this reason 
our purchases have been unexpectedly 
large for the month of June. 3 

The effect of our liberal issues to the 
Army of the Tennessee has been happy in 
more respects than one. Not only has the 
issue of vegetables, pickles, &c., had an 
important influence on the health and com- 
fort of the troops, but has done much to 
make them contented in the peculiar and 
trying circumstances in which they have 
been placed. Iam promised testimonials 
to this effect from a large number of 
officers. 

In the Louisville office few changes have 


occurred which require notice. Mr. Thorne, 


having been most laboriously engaged in 
the service of the: Sanitary Commission 
without intermission for more than a year, 
Dr. 
Soulé was two weeks since taken sick, and 
has been since dangerously ill, but, I am 
happy to say, is now better. | 

The Reporter, having finished its second 
volume in May, has not been since publish- 
ed. I propose, however, to issue a supple- 
mentary number in a few days, bringing the 
record of our work down to the present time. 
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The work of the Hospital Directory has 
been nearly as active during the last quar- 
ter as at any previous period: Reports have 
been regularly received from the hospitals 
to July 1, and information has not only been 
furnished to individuals, but not unfrequent- 
ly to the officers of Government. Several 
inquiries have been received from the Ad- 
jutant General’s Office at Washington, all 
of which have been satisfactorily answered. 

In accordance with permission given me 
at the last meeting of the Board, the list of 
deaths in the prison at Andersonville was 
purchased, and has been incorporated with 
the other records of theeHospital Directory. 
This list included 12,456 names, giving the 
name, rank, company, regiment, disease, 
date of death, and place of burial, of every 
man who died in that prison during its ex- 
istence, with the exception of some 428, who, 
dying without friends or papers, could not 


be identified. This record has proved of 


great value, and has told the fate of a large 
number whose friends have previously 
sought in vain to gain any intelligence of 
them. 

The circular recently issue : by the Sur- 
geon General is likely to render it more 
difficult than it has been for us to gather 
the facts which form the Directory Record; 
but, in view of the great value of this rec- 
ord to the people and the Government, and 
the fact that not the slightest evil has ever 
been traced to it, I can hardly believe the 
medical authorities in this department will 
literally construe it. 

SPECIAL RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 

The work of the Homes at the West has 
as yet fallen off but little. The number of 
applicants for admission to those on and 
south of the>Ohio river has somewhat de- 
creased, but those admitted are now almost 
exclusively furloughed and discharged 
men ‘ 

The Homes in the “home field” —as at 
Cleveland, Columbus, &c. — have been 
crowded by returning regiments, and have 
done, and are doing, a great and most pop- 
ular work. 

WEST VIRGINIA. 

The Agency of the Supply Department 
at Wheeling, haying in a great degree lost 
its importance, has been discontinued. 


Any general work which may be ne-_ 


cessary will be performed by the newly-ap- 
pointed Claim Agent at that place. 

. KANSAS. . 

Mr. Brown writes from Leavenworth 


that the work of the Commission in his dis- 
trict is as urgent as ever, keeping him fully 
employed, and consuming all the stores he 
can procure. | 

DISTRICT OF THE MISSISSIPPI. 

Dr. Woodward has remained in charge. 
of this district until the present time, but 
now enters upon a work of special inspec- 
tion under Dr. Harris, 

Our Agencies at Cairo and Memphis are 
still kept in full activity, though their work 
must soon diminish. Mr. Shipman re- 
mains in charge at Cairo; Mr. Christy and 
Mr. Way at Memphis The Agency at 
Vicksburg has been discontinued, as no 
longer necessary, and our excellent repre- 
sentative there, Mr. Brown, has left the 
service of the Commission. - 

In Arkansas we have now no agent. Dr. 
Woodward has been there recently, but it 
has scarcely seemed necessary for us to do 
more during the past quarter than to make 
occasional shipments of stores from Mem- 
phis. | 

Mr. D. B. Carpenter, who formerly rep- 
resented us soably in Arkansas, is now in 
Montgomery, Ala., where he went in com- 
pany with the 16th Army Corps.” His ser- 
vices in connection with that Corps are 
recognized in the accompanying testimonial 
of Maj. Gen. A. J. Smith. 

The Agency at Paducah has been discon- 
tinued since my last report, and Mr. Way, 
the Superintendent, has been transferred 
to Jeffersonville, where he takes the place 
of Major Smith, resigned on account of ill 
health. 

At Seymour, fifty miles north of Jeffer- 
sonville, a Lodge and feeding station has 
been established for the benefit of soldiers 
detained at that important railroad cross- 
ing. This Lodge is in care of Mr. W. 
Ackley. 

DISTRICT OF TENNESSEE. 

The Agency at Nashville still continues 
in the good hands of Judge Root, Capt. 
Brayton, and Mr. Jones, and is still doing 
a great and good work, During the past 
quarter the presence of the Fourth Army 
Corps has greatly increased the duties of 


' our agents at Nashville, but, so far as I can 


learn, their responsibilities have been fully 
sustained, and the reputation of the Com-. 
mission with the Army of the Cumberland 
maintained to its final dismemberment. 
During the past three years our Agency 
at Nashville has occupied large and com- 
modious buildings furnished by the Gov- 
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ernment. <A few days since all the prop- 
erty held by military authority in the city, 
including some two hundred buildings, 
was restored to its owners. By this meas- 
ure we are placed at the mercy of the pro- 
prietor of the premises occupied by us, for 
which they demand an aggregate rent of 
about $10,000 per annum. We shall 
therefore be compelled to look elsewhere 
for accommodations. If these are not 
readily found, the warehouse and Home 
will be closed. The office we shall retain 
control of, and it will be occupied by the 
Claim Agency, if one shall be established 
there. 
CHATTANOOGA. aoe 

This post has lost much of its former 
importance, but it still contains something 
of a hospital population, and is the base 
of supplies for a number of garrisons. 
The hospital garden at Chattanooga is now 
in a fine state of cultivation, and is almost 
the only dependence for vegetable food of 
hospitals and troops in the vicinity. 

The Agency at Knoxville is now scarcely 
less useful than at any time during the past 
year; but on the arrival of Mr. Seymour, 
the newly-appointed Claim Agent, the ser- 
vices of Dr. Starr and Mr. Mason can be 
dispensed with; Mr. Seymour taking charge 
of any relief or supply-work remaining to 
be done. 

A large number of names are stricken 
from our roster this month, and in Septem- 
ber I feel that we may dispense with all but 
a corporal’s guard, whose duty will be sim- 
ply to administer upon the estate of the then 
deceased Sanitary Commission, which shall 
at that time have entered upon its destined 
immortality. 

Hastily, but respectfully, yours, 

J.S. NEWBERRY, 


Associate Secretary. 





HOSPITAL GARDEN. 
Cuarranooaa, TENN., July 1, 1865. 
Dr. J. S. NEWBERRY. | 
Dear Sir: It gives me pleasure to inform 
you of the successful operations of our Gar- 
den thus far. The past three or four weeks 
have been very hot and dry; regardless of 
this, our crops are looking well. The much- 
needed rain has come; we are getting a 
splendid shower, which seems likely to con- 
tinue for the day. 
Troops are being fast sent from here ; 
still there are enough left to consume the 


products of the Garden, which have been 
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considerable, as enclosed report will show. 
Our Garden is attended to with much less 
labor this season than last year, with as good 
or better results. Our present help will not 
number more than half that of last year. 
The vineyards, too, are looking well, up to— 
this time. If the present rain does not con- 
tinue, the prospects are favorable for a good 
crop of grapes. The owners of the vineyards 
are expected here in a few days: two of their 
servants have arrived. From the number of 
troops supplied during the season, I think 
almost every man must have enjoyed the 
fruits of our industry. I do not know of 
any requisition that has not been fil’ed, the 
supply being sufficient for the demand up 
to this time. 

Our floricultural arrangements this season 
are much enlarged, a number of varieties 
being added which are doing splendidly 
up to this time, and are visited by large 
numbers of persons, who are highly pleased 
with appearances. 

_ Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Tuos. WILLS. 





TESTIMONIAL OF GEN. SMITH. 


Heapguarrers 16TH Army Corps, 
DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF, 
Monraomery, Auapama, June 17, 1865. 


Mr. D. B. CARPENTER, 
Relief Agent U. 8. Sanitary Commission. 


Dear Sir: IL have had the pleasure of 
observing the amount of material and much 
needed aid which has been extended to the 
troops of my command by means of your 
agency, and I cannot permit you to go 
from among us without giving you a feeble 
expression of the deep feelings which we 
cherish towards the noble society which 
you have so faithfully represented, and 
whose benevolent objects you lave so ably 
carried out. The war is over, and thou- 
sands of patriot soldiers are returning to 
their homes, carrying with them reminis- 
cences of the eventful scenes of the past, 
which, for long years to come, they will 
rehearse to their children, and their child- 
ren’s children; and among their reminis- 
cences, many will tell how, when they were 
wounded and faint and weary, “the agents 
of the blessed Sanitary Commission” came 
and cared for them “like ministering 
spirits,” bindivog up their wounds, and, 
uttering words of hope and comfort, gave 
to them all the aid which man could render 
to his suffering fellows. In behalf of the 
officers and men of this corps, I tender to 


t 


The Sanitary Commission Bulletin. 


1269 





you and the Sanitary Commission our most 
heartfelt thanks for the many favors which 
we haye received at your generous hands, 
and assure you that they will be gratefully 
remembered by us all. 


I am, yours truly 
fd A. J. SMITH, 


Major General, U. 8. A. 


- 


REPORT OF BOSTON EXECUTIVE COM- 
MITTEE. 


_SaniTARY COMMISSION, 
Orrice Ex. Com., 76 Kineston SrreeEt, 
Boston, July 10, 1865. 


Jno. S. BLATCHFORB, 
Gen, Sec. U. S. Sanitary Commission, 
Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Sir: I submit herewith a 
report concerning the Special Relief Ser- 
vice of the U. 8. Sanitary Commission in 
this city for the quarter ending June 30, 
1865. | 





AID RENDERED. : 

Furnished transportation at Government rates..... 3,850 
“Furnished transportation paid by Commission..... 81 
Furnished transportation by U. 8. Quartermaster. 12 
Furnished carriage within the City..........ceeeeeese 811 
‘Furnished special attendance to their homes...... 3 
Furnished lodging............ccso.sesse as ee appeceeeccrrng . 6,283 
py AE "a ee 7,057 
Furnished clothing. .........cc.cccceccscesseccsscssvsvcsccces 139 
Furnished aid in arranging Papers.....scccrcccersesees 94 
Furnished aid in obtaining pay......sccccersseseeserees 104 
Furnished medical advice...........cccccecsesesereesesoes 443 
Wounds dressed...........--se0es Reg ahvaccovacdeceacesrasees sve 8i7 
LOaMed MONCY.........0eseccrgecescee socsseeescensccecsscsces 121 
GAVE IOMGY sacacnsiduaransven cctesesasucorscrssscsoes soascassens 23 
Sent to hospital......... Bee saan gidatiyaccss sills sXeoete 22 
Referred to Local Relief Associations.............+00 35 
Amount Of pay CollectOd.............0..5..ccsecceeesee cons $2,099 85 
Furnished transportation by hospital cars........... 4,314 
Number Of Soldiers a1ded ..2....ccsssvsceccosccsecess 12,779 
VALLY IV ORADOscca-bccsadenteccesscacvecssscvcsiexvessseccs 140.13-80 


Of the whole number that have received 
aid at our Relief Rooms, amounting to 
8,465, as distinct from the “ Hospital Car 
Service,’ Maine has furnished 2,317 ; 
New Hampshire, 286; Vermont, 19; Mas- 
sachiisetts, 4,896 ; Connecticut, 45 ; Rhode 
Island, 18; New York, 117; New Jersey, 
4; Pennsylvania; 22; Maryland, 7; Dis- 
trict of Columbia, 15; Delaware, 2; Ohio, 
12; Michigan, 17; Indiana, 3; Illinois, 
8; Iowa, 8; Minnesota, 9; Wisconsin, 7; 
Tennessee, 2; California, 10; Louisiana, 
10; Alabama, 4; Georgia, 3; Kentucky, 
Kansas, North Carolina, Virginia, Ar- 
kansas, and rebel army, one each; U.S. 
Regulars, 265; U. S. Navy, 430; Veteran 
Reserve Corps, 381. 

The following supplies have been drawn 
from the Supply Department of the New 
England Women’s Auxiliary Association : 
sheets, 48; pillow cases, 96; woolen shirts, 


276; woolen drawers, 264; socks, 264 ;. 


handkerchiefs, 192 ; bandages, 6 lots; lint, 
1 lot; caps, 12. 


Transportation has been furnished by orders issued 


UPON respective railroads, tO........csccseose  -ssascsage 8,850 
Transportation procured irom U. 8. Quartermaster. 12 
Transportation by hospital cars betwegn New York 

and Boston has been furnished t0.....c...csesseeeeeees 4,314 
Cost of Hospital Car Service. ..s...ccccsssermcerescseenseees $408 18 
A'VOKS.2'6 CORR DENANAI ta trcchtsdecsdeovvsetsestyieveneensesces 104 cts. 


The following supplies have been fur- 
nished to the hospital cars during the 
quarter: brandy, 5 bottles; whisky, 6 bot- 
tles; wine, 4 bottles; extract of coffee, 3 
cans; pillow slips, 24; fans, 6 ; bay water, 
2 bottles; kerosene, half gallon; wicking, 
1 pkg; soap, 1 lot; chloride of lime, 1 
bottle. 

The total expenditure for the quarter 
has been $8,197 19, classified as follows : 





URGING ANU KOS ee ceed s cots ccc sscescus osuesseneseasaccntcspeis cn $225 00 
‘Eurnishing and repairs 214 58 
Ballarat incct a cticachnveh oie ensvessctadshatensunce sussvasveacs sexes 1,040 O1 
APTS ViGLIIM ERG OHSS ..b.cccsicsetesvecsncdac@essomocsesanetsew 5 00 
SA CWGr CISHIID verpuabs Sas caaces dev aged ssascenqnetes ossaanasscase¥e 78 84 
PiStionery A | PLUMUM Me. . ce .csmcs ep cecsnecsevseencescwees 164 OL 
FEOSDUG AL BROVCKs coats aonc<ccansdeanonaaclessceaduscneph ssnasbians 19 95 
Superintendent’s EXpense ACCOUNL.......eceeereeeees « 6,025 58 
MiSGol aN GOUH ccc .ceawact scene cncesonsacceeese stew evscaswsanvese 16 04 
TGs pred Caw Ser ViCOc. ccs. ccysacscd dp aevencesueseusanace cee 408 18 
Whole number of mets aided.........ccccccssccessescseee 12,779 
WibO a sOX PONGLUUING. f.-.ccrtccsdeuceeeshssscreensavecancesnen $8,197 19 
AVELVALE COSE PET MAD........0..cscccvecerecresccsesconconce 64.1-7 cts. 
Number of soldiers furnished with meals........... 7.057 
Number of meals furnished..s...c....csececececereescoes 15,946 
Average No. meals per MAD.........cseececeseeeeeeee ees 24 
Amount paid For, Meals: <........s.c.ccccesccsatenccescucens $6,077 23 
AYeNae eCopt Per WCHl.«15<.ccsoasacdetescdestersestnaenacse 3814 cts. 
Number of orders: issued for transportation at 
GOverNMeNt rates. 2... 0c... dascsocsssnccscesnessesccsesacs 3,850 
Aggregate miles Of Cistance........sccececeseeseeesesces 279,533 
Resulting in a saving to the soldier of..............+6- $2,975.12 
Amount of money loaned and Qiven.......c.seeeeeeee 325 89 
Number of recipicnts........ccccescosescessresccscesseeeses 144 
Average AMOUDE tO CACH.........ecerecesnceseresssoresseoes $2 26 
Amount retuned irc. 1... <cxacasvodencoacccassepewerenaransee 75 67 
Average AMOUNE LetUTNEA.........sceresecrerereeseserenes 18-3 
Number furnished with clothing............sscceeseeees 139 
Number of garments furnished..........ceeseeseeenes 317 
AVeLVage PCF MAD.......cseccceneeeees seevseareeseceessesenees 2.3-13 


Your obedient servant, 


JAS. M. BARNARD, 
Ch. Ex. Com. Boston Associates U. 8. Sanitary Commission. 





WOMAN’S CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF RE- 
LIEF—No. XII. 


To the Members of Soldiers’ Aid Socteties, lately 
auxiliary to the Woman’s Central Association of 
Relief: 

DEAR Frrenps: There are a few last. 
words still to be said to you, and it is my 
rivilege to be allowed to say them. | 
We asked you to continue your work 
until the 4th of July. On the 3d of July, 

the last day, we received 57 packages, a 

larger number than on any previous day 

for many months. Our receipts throughout 
the past fortnight have been also unusually 
large. We were not surprised ; you told us 
you would go on with your work until we 
asked you to stop. 
The Final Meeting %F our Association 
"was held on the 7th of July. It was de- 


1270 The Sanitary Commission Bulletin. 





‘ SPECIAL RELIEF DEPARTMENT---CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF EIGHTEEN 











cs] 
E } s F 
PLACES. a 3 5 es] 
a] : ° i, Oa & Wert sors 
is Sie Has] os 3 . i= star ~ st 
Ra(S/SlESIShsl 218] . 1/218 £1 3 |S! 8 SSIS F eis la 
SIZE SIS|SE18| 2 LS) E I STE] S18) 21S) 81212 |B el el er 
a<iSiSlQlémic+S 8i8 Mie i8ialleiS/Sl2iSelalala be 
Alexandria, Va. 
“ Soldiers’ Rest,”......sceses|ese| eee weal) BOULY | sss Pece| cee 96} 60} 26)... 6]... 64/28 88} »:36) QT Ices. 2|...| 81} 66) 286}... 
J.B. Holt, Supt. , 
Annapolis. 
“The Home” Relatives...|...|--.|s-+|sceclecs|ees|ore| Zliveccees Des. less | ceeds 3... EKER, \ctcleosacelies Meee 2). 8 
C. P. Lowes, Supt. 
‘Baltimore. 
“The Home’’... scatnce| es Meet yd boa stenall awe Bib Ai oe Ole: 6|...| 15} 6 Te as \ g| 11) 52 
A. E. Hastings, Supt. 
Boston. . 
“ Soldiers’ Home,”........... Ppcs[LO!, Ol Glace) Bfccccal oD Deets GGT ocak a OOs ane, Bl conti evever| ung 137 }-++ees 35}... 
Chas. E. Mudge; Supt. : 
Buffalo, N. Y. 
Soldiers’ Rest, 6 DR 1) -<0]-0« B..|o00| oee| eee] eee Th OT Asise rea Nie 6h. Valea di 1] --+0 92)... 


Mrs. H. Indevine, Mat. 
Camp Nelson, ahh 

“ Soldiers’ Home,’’..... esol ecalesesNeselioselescleceh: mag Gal Mel atremcs lace! nes Oleenipeewete | ee stmts vecet, LOB sc ccaclivweat a cope] sen aceeeste same] memeaiiece 
Thos. Butler, Supt. ; 
Columbus, Ohio. 

“Soldiers? Home,”......... All seal eee OU senilerel coc ese 50] 188} 11)...) 109}... 2) 0 AG} 118i css] Heli eeeoetees Z 6} 79)... 
T. E. Botsford, Supt. ; 

Cairo, Lil, 

* Soldiers’ Home, Hee See ataiecs lease steent see) sae 2| 6389] 320} 184] 9} 25) 9 
C.N. Shipman, Supt. 

Jeffersonville, Ind. 

“ Soldiers’ Home,” .........[-.sfeeefeoe| G]o.e[oee[eseleoe] 185] 234] 37]...] SO]. 
Egbert T. Smith, Supt. 
Memphis, Tenn. 

* Soldiers’ Home,” veccl BP OLecel  Glrcclacclecstece] 246) 126) 62/29]. VSl.a.f a2 
C. W. Christy, Supt. i 
Nashville, mere 

* Soldiers’ Home,”’. 5 ladsleedl con) avcetl deel eae ese] oes Gee tatseleecetels «odes casteossec)ecebermees| ool enet ened iateee oaaees les sesneetenniieds Sreses Be ey eee Se 
Jos. Gillson, Supt. 
Portsmouth, Va, ? 

“ Soldiers’ Home,”......s{-+:[-++{---| 16] 1]..-[...[e-e gah a 5 5} 2) 38 
Jno. L. Alcock, Supt. 
Cleveland, Qhio. 

“ Soldiers’ Home, ae nies 
J. Jerome, Supt. 
Nashville, Tenn. 

* Soldiers’ Home,”..:........ SG|aeui eee Al.ee[essfeeefeoe| 478] 615] 76/24) 101...) 3) 2]. 

Isaac Brayton, Supt. 
New Orleans, a | 
“ Soldiers’ Home,” Decl cate! ® Al evel vcd scales 250) 119) LEAS) Loeb ee 
N.S. Bullard, Supt. , 


TH" ‘66h BS) a end a 15) 50 


co 
is) 


Paducah, vial 
‘Soldiers’ Home, EMSs 6 Mis Fc He edi OB 7 Pe 
E. D. Way, Supt. 
Washington, D.C. 
SUING HLOMG aris \csnerswen| coer aH (hb 0] a ee LT, LS ha sl ves 
J.B. Clark, Supt. 
“The Home for wives 
and mothers,” .....:.......]ss0[eee|e+. A) 4) ...| oles Dee Liao tots leavaecl seetunpaegk ae 
J. B. Clark, Supt. ; 
ST ONO, NOVE7.:) v.cscosscne|esclone Al 7) :B| cf scefeeat 4 44) 218). 8). 2) (Bil! Ay) Ol. Vo; oor Desiies 4| 1{| 14) 17| 188| 2 
DUG: Loomis, Supt. | | 





on 
or 
Oo 
ee 
~I 
_ 
—" 
Ho 
or 
on 
= 
iss) 
Qo 
bo 
Or 
ta 








“Lodge No. 6,” 


H.Y. McPherran, Supt. 
' Mo talisiisces«a seudida 144 oj12)122 38] 6 ; 7| 2,117/1746] 580/59) 654/68 pain Las2in178 sasha 730| 8| 235 196) 68% 4 


2 fe 





59 














cided then that we should request you to ; nearly opposite the Cooper Union. The 
send any supplies intended for us, and | letters, containing invoices, should be ad- 
which you were unable to finish by the | dressed “U.S. Sanitary Commission, 823 
time specified for closing, to our old ad- | Broadway, New York.” Thisis in answer 
dress, that being so well known by Ex- | to several letters recently received from 
press-men and carriers. The supplies will | you upon this subject. 

be received by a agent of the Sanitary At the same meeting, the proposition of 
Commission, at one ‘of their storchousesy | having a History of the Woman’s Central 
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“HOMES,” “LODGES,” AND “RESTS,” FOR THE MONTH OF MAY, 1865. 

















Vermont. 
Virginia. 

West Virginia. 
Wisconsin. 

U.S. Regulars. 
Vet. Reserve Corps. 
Q. M. Department. 
Paroled Prisoners. 
Colored Troops. 
Unclassified. 
Total Soldiers. 
Relatives. 
Refugees. 

Whole number, 
Lodgings. 
Furloughed. 
Under Orders. 


Meals. 





Pennsylvania. 
Rhode Island. 





Tennessee. 
Texas. 
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Association written for publication, was , and those of the other Branches, will 
considered. It was decided to have it | finally be deposited for preservation in 
done ; and a Committee, composed of mem- | some public building, probably in Wash- 
bers of the Board, was appointed to pre- | ington. | 
pare it, at their own time and convenience. | Should there be any unsettled accounts 
Our books, letters, and papers will be | still open, which we have not thought of, 
turned over to the Sanitary Commission, at ; or should extra copies of our Final Report 
their'request, and, with their own records | be desired, or other pamphlets of the As- 





1272 


The Sanitary Commission Bulletin. ) 


ce CS 


sociation, letters addressed to Miss Ellen 
Collins or myself, at the office of the Sani- 
tary Commission, 823 Broadway, will reach 
us. And it will give us both great pleasure 
to hear from you, dear friends, at any time, 
upon any subject. 

There is one explanation and apology 
which I wish to make to some of you. In 
No. II of the series of papers of which 
this is the last, we promised to send a lec- 
turer in the course of the winter, to ex- 
plain the work of the Sanitary Commission 
to any society desiring it. We were never 
able to fulfill the promise, and the annoy- 
ance and regret this has occasioned us 
have been, we trust, far greater than your 
disappointment. The explanation is, that 
we were obliged to depend for our lecturers 
upon the Canvassing and Supply Depart- 
ment of the Commission. Owing to the 
very numerous applications for lecturers, 
made simultaneously by all the Eastern 
Branches, this department was entirely 
over-taxed, and unable to obtain a sufficient 
number of gentlemen capable of filling the 
position. Weare very sorry to have thus 
been obliged to break faith with you, for the 
first time. 

I have been requested to say, that per- 
sons desiring Card Photographs of the Ex- 
terior of our Office, No. 11 Cooper Union, 
ean obtain them by sending their names 


and addresses, and enclosing 20 cents, to 


Rockwood & Co., Photographers, 839 
Broadway, N. Y. For larger photographs 
of the same, 75 cents. 

Before closing I must thank you for 
your most precious, farewell letters, which 
have come to us during the past fortnight, 
and which have given us great pleasure. 
We would like to answer each separately, 
but there are many hundreds of them, 
and the winding up of our work will still 
keep us so busy for several weeks that it is 
impossible to do so. 

We knew that we loved you, and we 
thought that we knew how you loved us, 


but we have never really known it until ° 


now—when the time has come for us to 
part. This spontaneous expression of such 
warm affection on your part has completely 
overcome us, and there have not been many 
dry eyes or clear voices at our rooms 
lately, after the receipt of the day’s mail. 
We feel humbled too. How can it be 
otherwise, when we see how entirely you 
have over-estimated our share in the work? 
Our part in it, with the stimulant and ex- 


citement of being so much nearer the 
centre of interest, with our great opportu- 
nities of seeing and knewing what was 
being done, and sustained by the sympathy 
received daily through your letters, has 
been nothing compared to the great diffi-” 
culties which you have met and overcome 
in keeping up the interest of the work, 


‘and in raising the funds for the support of 


your societies. We know all about it—just 
how hard it has been sometimes for you to 
struggle on, the amount of time and labor 
often spent in raising the five or ten dol- 
lars, collected at many houses, in many 
little pieces of currency ; the walks through 
the cold, and the heat, and the storm to go 
to that weekly meeting; the home sacri- 
fices made by those who could not other- | 
wise have given to the soldiers; and all 
this quietly, constantly, cheerfully. No, 
dear friends, these are not little things; we 
cannot forget them; and we could not, in 
all sincerity, have left your last letters un- 
answered without saying this to you. 

_We have all tried to do our duty; but, 
when we look back, we shall not think of 
how much we have done, but of how little, 
with the regret that we did not do more 
while the opportunity lasted. God has 
greatly blessed us in our work during the 
past four years—a work interwoven with 
prayer. And may His blessing rest upon 
us always. 

Believe me, affectionately, your friend, 
Louisa Lee SCHUYLER. 
New Yor«, 11 Cooper Union, 
July 8, 1865. 





DR. C. F. TAFT’S FANNING MACHINE. 


Lincoutn U. 8, GENERAL HOSPITAL, 
Wasuinaton, D. C., June 29, 1865. 


H. W. Bettows, D. D., 
President of the U. S. Sanitary Commission. 

Rey. AND Dear Sir: I have the honor 
to report that I have performed the duty 
which the Executive Committee of the U. 
S. Sanitery Commission imposed on me, of 


awarding their premium for the best inven- 


tion for fanning patients in military hospi- 
tals. 

In calling your attention to that subject, 
you will recollect that I pointed out the de- 
sirability of having a contrivance something 
like the Indian punka, by which all the 
patients of a long ward might be gently 
fanned, so as to protect them from flies by 
day, and from mosquitoes by nighf—thus 


The Sanitary Commission Bulletin. 


1278 





superseding the cumbrous and stifling cur- 
tains now in use; it being all-important, 
however, that the machine should work 
noiselessly, be simple, and cheap, requiring 
the labor of a single attendant to keep it in 
motion. 

No sooner did the announcement appear 
in the newspapers that such a machine was 
needed, than plans were transmitted to me 
in great numbers, all of them exhibiting 
great ingenuity, many of them being the 
inventions of our ingenious soldiers, who, 
when in hospital, had often suffered for the 
want of fanning. I was unable, however, 
to form an opinion of the relative value of 
these plans from a mere inspection of the 
drawings, or the little models that were 
presented. The expense attending the con- 
struction of the apparatus on a scale sufli- 
ciently large to test its value, deterred all 
but two inventors from competing for the 
premium. One of the contrivances is the 
invention of Mr. Blonquist, of New York, 
who, under the patronage of L. HK. Chitten- 
den and T. B. Bunting, Esqrs., and at con- 
siderable expense to the last-named gentle- 
man, came to Washington, and put upa 
fanning-machine in one of the wards of this 
hospital—Dr, McKee, U. 8. A., surgeon in 
charge, kindly favoring this attempt of ac- 
complishing a hospital desideratum. 

This invention afforded much satisfaction 
‘to Profs. A. C. Post and C. A. Lee, of New 
York, and Prof. Bacon, of New Haven, who 
witnessed its opération. Mr. Blanquist also 
exhibited an automaton punka, which is 
admirably adapted for domestic use—for 
single beds, offices, dining-rooms, and the 
like. . 

But a machine, the invention of Sur- 
geon Taft, A. A.S. U.S. A., in charge of 
the Signal Corps Hospital, Georgetown, D. 
C., has been put up in an adjacent ward, 
which, for military and municipal hospital 
purposes, is, in the opinion of Dr. McKee, 
myself, and others, entitled to the palm. It 
is so simple, that any carpenter attached to 
a hospital can construct one; so inexpen- 
sive, that twenty-five cents will cover the 
expense for cach bed ;- and, withal, capable 
of being kept in motion by a single attend- 
ant, who can thus fan two rows of beds, 
thirty or more ina row. Its action can be 
suspended over any single bed when desired, 
or its fan may be extended, so as to keep 
flies from a suppurating foot. 

With true professional feeling, Dr. Taft 
declines taking out a patent for his inven- 


- 


tion. He is only desirous of having its 
benefits extended to patients. 

There is now, thanks be to God, who hath 
given us the victory, comparatively little ve- 
casion for a hospital fanning-machine ; but 
it is needed, nevertheless ; and as it is desi- 
rable that it should be speedily brought into 
general use, I hope you will make the public 
acquainted with the invention, and through 
your own publications give the technical 
description herewith transmitted. | 

‘While the humane and patriotic deeds of 
the Sanitary Commission will be embalmed 
in history, an ever-active memento of its 
beneficence will be afforded in hospitals by 
this hygienic appliance, which it has been 
the means of calling into existence. 

Most respectfully, 
D. J. Maccowan. 


\ 





Lincoin U.S. GENERAL HOSPITAL, 
Wasuinaton, D. C., June 29, 1865. 

My Dear Dr. Bettows: LHverybody 
hereabouts—nurses, patients surgeons, and 
visitors—are delighted with the fanning 
invention. If the instrument does not come 
into general use, it will be because there is 
no Sanitary Commission to stimulate hospi- 
tal authorities. I wish yon could get some 
one to come to see the contrivance in ope- 
ration. It is expected that you will pub- 
lish my report ¢mmediately in the New York 
dailies and in your own publications. And 
also that, cither in one of these latter or in 
a circular to be sent to the hospitals, you 
will publish Judge Taft’s technical descrip- 
tiun of his son’s invention. 

Please direct that the premium be sent 
to Dr. Taft, care of Judge Taft, Department 
of the Interior, Washington, D. C. 

Most truly, yours, 
D. J. MAcGowAN. 





A Rough Sketch and Description of Dr. C. 8S. Taft's 
Hospital Fanning Arrzngement, for the Mechanic. 


A braced bracket (A and B) is projected from 
the w:ll of the hospital ward about two feet, or 
to suit the position of the bed. (D) is a strip of 
board, nailed fast to the top of the bracket, and 
running the Iength of the ward. (C) is the os- 
cillating-block, hnng loosely on @ strong wire, 
(E), which is tightly driven into (D). These 
brackets are placed at convenient distances 
apart. The blocks are, of course, placed over 
each bed, usually six or seven feet from the floor. 
(F) is a stiff wire, bent something as represent- 
ed, and driven fast into the block. The fan-rod 
(G) isrun through this bent wire, (as seen,) 
the middle portion resting on the rod as a 
spring, to keep it in place. The same arrange- 
ment is at the bottom of the fan-rod, to hold the 
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fan, which may be the common palm-leaf. These 
wires, or clasps, allow both the fan-rod and the 
fan itself to be placed in any position to suit the 
patient. 

‘ Acord, or wire, (copper wire is best,) is strung 
from one end of the ward to the other, or from 
the two outside blocks, and is attached to the 


top of each block; another cord, or wire, is at- 


tached to the bottom of the two outside blocks ; 
both cords, or wires, are tightly drawn, while 
the blocks stund perpendicular. In this con- 
dition, the movement or oscillation of cither 
of the outside blocks moves or oscillates the 
whole. And the whole may be worked by a le- 
ver from eithrr end of the ward. But to give 
steadiness and regularity of motion to the fans, 
it is found best to extend the cords, or wires, at 
one end, and attach them to the rod of a pendu- 
lum, at equal distances, above and below the piv~ 
ot upon which the rod swings. A weight, weigh- 
ing fifteen or twenty pounds, is attached to the 
bottom of the rod. This pendulum may be on 
the outside of the ward, if desirable. By hang- 
ing the pendulum so as to swing transversely at 
the end of the ward, and extending the wires 
from the fan-blocks from each side of the ward 
around pulleys, and attaching them to the pen- 
dulum-rod as above, the movement of the pen- 


dulum operates al2 the fans in the ward, and is | 


done by one man. 


Such is the arrangement now in operation at 
the Lincoln Hospital, fanning sixty beds—thirty 
on each side of the ward. 





LETTER FROM GENERAL MEIGS. . 


Q. M. Generar’s OFFICE, 
Wasuineton, D. C., July 19, 1866. 


Joun S. Buarcurorp, Esq., 
General Secretary U. 8. Sanitary Commission. 


Sir: I have to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 15th inst., covering a 
Resolution of the Sanitary Commission, 
acknowledging the co-operation of the 
Quartermaster’s Department, in the efforts 
and operations of the Sanitary Commission, 
during the war for the suppression of the 
Rebellion 

I shall take pleasure in communicating 
the Resolution of the Commission to the 
officers under my command, and esire to 
express my thanks for the manner in which 
the Commission has acknowledged the as- 
sistance and aid which we have been able 
to render them. ~ 

The Quartermaster’s Department is 
charged with the duty of transporting and 
delivering to the troops, whether in garri- 
son, hospital, camp, or field, nearly all the 
supplies essential to life and comfort. 

It stores and transports not only the sup- 
plies of clothing, equipment, shelter, and 
means of transportation, but the subsist- 


ence, hospital supplies, and ammunition, 
which are provided by other Departments. 

Upon the efficient performance of its 
duties depend, therefore, in a ‘great meas- 
ure, the military efficiency, comfort, and 
health of the troops, and thence the suc- 
cess of military operations. 

The Sanitary Commission, organizing 

sympathy, has given unity and character to 
the efforts of the friends and relatives of 
the soldier on a gigantie scale, and borne 
an important part in the war. It has sup- 
plied, without the delays which are insepar- 
able from a complete official, pecuniary, and 
personal accountability, much which the 
regular Departments of supply could not 
so soon, or could not at all distribute. 
_ Its agents have been everywhere, and 
have aided and assisted the officers, cheered 
many a weary and wounded man, and 
saved many a life. When the Secretary of 
the Commission first called uponme, at the 
outbreak of the war, I well remember the 
interview, and the joyful expression with 
which, after comparing our opinions and 
views, as to the manner in which the Com- 
mission could best fulfil its objects of use- 
fulness, he said that I had given him a new 
hope and confidence, and that he then, for 
the first time, felt as though he had 
‘touched bottom,’ and had found firm 
ground to stand upon. . 

Since then I have seen the operations of 
the Commission, not only in this city, and 
the extensive hospitals which surround it, 
but at the bases of supply, the temporary 
depots through which the wounded were 
passing after great battles, I have gratefully 
recognized the value of its labors to the 
soldier, to the officer and to the cause, and 
rejoiced that 1 was early brought into con- 
tact with it, and that I had been able to aid 
it by my own efforts and by those of offi- 
cers under my direction. 

This country has many proud memories 
to mingle with the sadness of the late war, 
and among the proudest will be the mag- 
nificent voluntary sympathy and charity to « 
its representative soldiers, organized and 
conducted by the Sanitary Commission. 

Wishing the members and officers of the 
Commission health and happiness, and 
long life to enjoy the honor and regard 
with which their names are crowned by a 
free people, 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, 
your obt. servant, M. C. MEtas, 


Quartermaster General, Brevet Maj. General. 
& 
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MISAPPLICATION OF SANITARY COMMIS- 
SION SUPPLIES, 


LETTER FROM REV. F, N. KNAPP. 
Wasuineton, D. C., August 10. 

-My Dear Frienp: Your letters were 
duly received calling the attention of the 
Commission to the fact that a returned sol- 
dier in your neighborhood is said to have 
in his possession various articles of clothing 
with the mark of the Sanitary Commission 
upon them, and you suggest the importance 
of having the affair cleared up by an inves- 
tigation at the hospital near Washington 
where the soldier was recently an inmate. 
Probably the facts are just as stated to 


you; it would be strange if to every thou- | 


sand soldiers, honest in themselves, and 
grateful to the Commission for its services, 
as most of them are, there were not at least 
one man so unprincipled and devoid of 


gratitude as to lead him to steal sanitary 


stores, just as he would any other goods he 
could lay his hands on. And moreover, in 


the process of “breaking up” the general | 


hospitals, now going rapidly on, though 
the system of issue by the Commission may 
have been, as we believe it has, eminently 
wise, and though the surgeons in charge 
may be watchful, it is simply impossible to 
prevent cunning men from secreting some 
of the articles which may be in use in the 
various wards, and which, of course, having 
been once appropriated to the hospital and 
regularly accounted for in the issues of the 
Commission, the Commission cannot keep 
a personal watch over. 

The hospital you refer to was “broken 
up” some weeks ago, with ten or fifteen 
other hospitals.in this vicinity. Of course 
no investigation can be made at the hospi- 
tal itself in the case you refer to. But it 
seems to me eminently the duty of any 
friend of the Commission, who is cognizant 
or suspicious of the existence of such facts 
as you state in his own neighborhood, to 
see the man ‘himself, and make a thorough 
examination in an open and straightforward 
manner. If such investigation should be 
made in the present case, as I. trust it may 
be, will you inform me of the result? 

One word more. Considering the vast 
amount of supplies issued by the Sanitary 
Commission, and the utter impossibility of 
the agent of the Commission keeping a 
personal watch over these supplies after 
they are once issued; considering, too, how 
soldiers, after they are once well, will sell 
articles of clothing which have been fur- 


our action at this office. 


The Sanitary Commission Bulletin. 


nished to them when sick; considering 
these points, it really seems strange to me, 
not that occasionally goods bearing the 
Sanitary Commission mark are found in 
the wrong hands, but that such occurrences. 
are rare as they are. Am [ not right in 
this view of the case? 
Sincerely your friend, 
Frep. N. KNAppP, 
Superintendent Special Retief. 


Mrs. Horatio Seymour, 
Buffalo Branch U. 8. Sanitary Commission. 





WOMENS’ PENNSYLVANIA BRANCH UV. §&. 
SANITARY COMMISSION. 


1307 CHESTNUT STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA, July 4, 1865. 
To the Aid Societies contributing to the 
Women’s Pennsylvania Branch of the 
United States Sanitary Commission: 


We send you to-day document No. 93, 
being the Farewell Address of the Sanitary 
Commission to its tributary branches and 
aid societies. 

We have, of course, accepted it to guide 
Our Ladies’ Ex-. 
ecutive Committee feels it a duty and a 
proud privilege once more to communicate 
with those who have worked with it so 
long, so faithfully, and so harmoniously. 
The close of the war has come upon us so 
suddenly that we feel like those who dream, 
as if the peace or the war were, one or the 
other, a vision. Yet the peace is a glori- 
ous present reality, and the cruel war, 
which yet was the means of banding us to- 
gether in a work of holiest sympathy and 
love, is, with the necessity of our banded 
labor, among the things of the past. As 
we have toiled together in our days of sor- 
row, so let us together rejoice and give 
thanks, on this day of joy, to the great 
Ruler who has held the destinies of our 
dear country in His hands, and has pre- 
served te us this precious heritage of our 
fathers, “now and forever, one and indi- 
visible.” We thank you for your warm, 
éarnest, and untiring co-operation, feeling 
that, if the Philadelphia Agency of the 
Sanitary Commission is able to look with 
grateful satisfaction upon results accom- 
plished, the praise is largely due to you as — 
faithful co-workers in this blessed ministry 
to the suffering. Our work is closing, dear 
friends, but shall we ever forget how our 
hearts have been knit together during its 
accomplishment? Our memories of these 
years will never perish. The sorrow and 





the agony cannot be forgotten; but, like a 
rainbow upon the storm, we shall look back 
with ever-rejurning joy to the help we were 
enabled to give to that most noble of in- 
strumentalities for good whose work has 
been so vast and so beneficent—the United 
States Sanitary Commission. 


Maria C. Grier, 
‘Chairman Executive Committee. 


U. 8, SANITARY COMMISSION 
Army and alnby Clam Agency. 
VO CHARGE FOR SERVICES. 


This Agency is established to prosecute the 
claims of those who have been in the service of 
the United States, in the Army and Navy, and 
their dependents, for Pensions, Arrears of pay, 
Bounty, Prize-Money, and all other Army and 
Navy claims on the Government, WITHOUT 
CHARGE OR EXPENSE OF ANY KIND 
WHATEVER TO THE CLAIMANT. 


CENTRAL OFFICH, 244 © ST., 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 
DARIUS FORBES, 
General Agent. 
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U. S. SANITARY COMMISSION. 


BUREAU OF INFORMATION AND EMPLOYMENT. 
Central Office, 244 F Street, Washington, D. C. 


This Bureau is established with the following 
objects : 

1. To aid those who have served in the Army 
and Navy of the United States in obtaining em- 
ployment. a 


2. To prevent, as far as possible, the necessity : 


for costly charitable institutions, by thus encour- 
ging industry, and aiding the disabled soldier, 
who might otherwise seek an asylum, to strive 
for self-support. 

3. To lessen the pauperism and crime necessa- 
rily more or less a consequence of war, and which 
surely attend on large numbers of unoccupied 
men left to themselves without employment or 
means of subsistence. 

4. To save to the country a large amount of 
productive labor, at a time when it can least 
afford to maintain idle hands. 

The services of the Bureau are given gratul- 
tously. . 

Information and suggestions are solicited rela- 
tive to employments adapted to maimed and dis- 
abled men. Employers are earnestly requested 
to make application to this Bureaw for every 
class of labor ; and are reminded that our Arm 
and Navy have contained many of the best and 
most trustworthy young men of the nation— 
skilled in every occupation. 

It is demanded by both patriotism and human- 
ity, that the light occupations of all towns, and 
whatever work can be as well done by invalid 
soldiers as by others, be given to the men who 
may have incapacitated themselves for rivalry in 
more active and laborious fields of duty, by giv- 
ing their limbs, their health, and their blood to 
the nation. 


- 
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THE U. §. SANITARY COMMISSION 


Was constituted by the Secretary of War in June, 
1861, in accordance with the recommendation of 
the Surgeon General of ihe United States Army, 
and its appointment and plan of organization 
were approved by the President of the United 
States. Its pre:eut organization is as follows: 


H. W. Bellows, D. D., New York. 

- A. D. Bache, LL.D., Washington, D. C. 
F. L. Olmsted, California. — 
George T. Strong, Esq., New York. 
Elisha Harris, M. D., New York. 
W. H. Van Buren, M. D., New York. 
Wolcott Gibbs, M. D., Cambridge, Mass. 
S, G. Howe, M. D., Boston, Mass.” | 
C. R. Agnew, M. D., New York. 
J. S. Newberry, M. D., Cleveland, ‘Ohio. 
Rt. Rev. T. M. Clark, Providence, R. I. 
Hon. R. W. Burnett, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Hon. Mark Skinner, Chicago, [ll.. 
Hon. Joseph Holt, Washington, D. C. 
Horace Binney, Jr., Philadelphia, Penn. 
Rev. J. H. Heywood, Louisville, Ky. 
J. Huntington Wolcott, Boston, Mass. 
Charles J. Stillé, Philadelphia, Penn. 
Ezra B. McCagg, Chicago, ILL 

OFFICERS. 


H. W. Bellows, D D., President. 
_ A.D. Bache, LL D., Vice-President. 
~ Geo. T. Strong, Treasurer. 
Jno. S. Blatchford, General Secretary. 
J..S. Newberry, M. D., Associate Secretary. 
STANDING COMMITTEE. 
Henry W. Bellows,D D. Geo, T. Strong. 
Wm. H.VanBuren,M.D. Wolcott Gibbs, M. D. 
©. R. Agnew, M. D. Charles J. Stillé. 


SPECIAL RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 
F. N. Knapp, Supt., Washington, D. C. 
J. B. Asporr, Chief Asst., Washington, D.C. 
'« SOLDIERS’ HOMES” AND “ LODGES.” 
[Ozsects. Temporary aid and protection,— 
food, lodging, care, &c.,—for soldiers in transitu, 
chiefly the discharged, disabled, and. furloughed. | 
Alexandria, Va. ‘‘ Auexanpria Lopes.” 


‘> 
a +h 
if 





Orange and Alexandria Railroad Station. J. B. 


Holt, Superintendent. 

Annapolis, Md. ‘“ Home ror Soiprers’ 
Wives anp Moruers.” Mrs. Hopes Sayres, 
Matron. Naar 

Baltimore, Md. -‘‘Soupiers’ Home.” No. 
62 Conway Street. A. E. Hastings, Supt. 

*¢Sonpiers’ Lopgs.”’ Opposite Philadelphia, 
Wilmington, and Baltimore Railroad Station. 

——, Superintendent. 

Boston, Mass. 
76 Kingston street. 
near Boston and Worcester Railroad Depot. 

Buffalo, N. Y. “Sonpimrs’ Rest.” Ex- 
change street, opposite Central Railroad Depot. 
Mrs. H. Indevine, Matron. 

Cairo, Ill. ‘“‘Sonprurs’ Homs.’’ C. N. Ship- 
man, Superintendent. 

Camp Nelson, Ky. ‘Sonpizrs’ Hoss.” 
Thomas Butler, Superintendent. 

Cincinnati, O. ‘‘Sonpimrs’ Homs.” Third 
street: Col. G. W. D. Andrews, S=pt. 





‘‘Sonpiers’ Home.” No. 


‘ 


Charles F. Mudge, Supt., - 


Cleveland, Ohio. ‘‘Souprers’ Homg.” 
Joseph Jerome, Superiatendent. 

Columbus, Ohio. ‘‘ Sorprers’ 
T. E. Botsford, Superintendent. 

Detroit, Michigan. ‘‘Sonpiers’ Home.” 
No. 81 Jefferson Avenue. 

Harrisburg, Pa. Near the Railroad De- 


Home.” 


pot. ‘*Sonprers’ Lover,’ W. H. Hadley, Supt. 


Hartford; Ct. ‘‘Sorprers’ Lopez.” Near 
Railroad Depot. O. B. Segir, Superintendent. 

Jeffersonville, Indiana. ‘‘Souprurs’ 
Homes.” New Market street, near the Depot. H. 
T. Smith, Superintendent. — 

Louisville, Ky. ‘‘Sotprers’ Homr.” V. 
Scott, Superintendent. 

Memphis, Tenn. ‘Soxpimrs' Loven.” 
Near landing. OC. W. Christy, Superintendent’ 
and Relief Agent. 

Washville, Tenn. ‘‘ So.prers’ 
Captain I. Brayton, Superintendent. 

New Orleans, La. ‘ Souprers’ Homa.” 
Corner Magazine and Julia streets. Sumner 
Bullard, Superintendent. 

New York City. ‘‘ Discuarcep Sonpiers’ 
Home.” No. 45 Grove street, near Blecker. 
Dr. M. M. Marsh, Superintendent. 

Paducah Ky. ‘Souprers’ Home.”’ 
Way, Superintendent. . 

Portsmouth, Va. ‘‘Sonpizrs’ Homn.’ 
John Alcooke, Superintendent. 

Philadelphia, Pa. ‘“ Sozprers’ Lopes.” 
Corner 13th and Christian: streets, near Phila-. 
delphia, Wilmington, and Baltimore Railroad 
Depot. -Col. C. E. Soest, Supt. 

Richmond, Va. ‘‘Souprers’ Homs.” Geo. 
T. Williams, Superintendent. 

Washington, D, C. “Taz Homz.” No. 
374 North Capitol street. J. B. Clark, Supt. 

<¢ Home For Sotpiers’ Wives anp Moruers.” 
No. 380 North Capitol street. J. B. Clark, Supt. 

‘¢Lopas No. 4.” No. 389 H street. , Supt. 

‘’Lopase No. 5.”” Maryland Av., near Wash- 
ington & Alexandria R.R. Station. ’ -, Supt. 

‘‘Lopgs No. 6.” Foot of Sixth street. How- 
ard McPherran, Superintendent. 

Wilmington, N.C. ‘‘Soupimrs’ Lopas.” 
Market street. F. B. Foster, Supt. 


Home.”’ 


E. D. 








SPECIAL RELIEF OFFICES. 


[Ozsecrs.—To give aid in procuming pay, pen- 
sions, bounty, prize money, arrears of pay and 
bounty, and other claims upon government. To 
supply clothing, hospital delicacies, crutches, 


_&c. To give transportation, information, &c. | 


Alexandria, Va. Office in Soldiers’ Lodge. 
Orange and Alexandria Railroad Station. J. Bi 
Holt, Agent. 

Annapolis, Md. Office of United States 
Sanitary Commission. W. H. Holstein, Agent. 

Baltimore, Md. United States Sanitary 
Commission, No. 288 West Baltimore street. wie 
T. Pancost, Agent. . 

Boston, Mass. United States Sanitary Com- 


mission, No. 76 Kingston street. 


Buffalo, N. Y. Branch United States San- 
itary Commission, Adams’ Block, No. 209 Wash- 
ington street. 

Cairo, Ill. Office in “ Soldiers’ Home.” C. 
N. Shipman, Agent. 





* 
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Camp Nelson, Ky. Office in ‘‘ Soldiers’ | 


Home.” Thomas Butler, Agent. 

Chattanooga, Tenn. United States Sani- 
tary Commission. 

Chicago, Ill. United States Sanitary Com- 
mission. ' 

Cincinnati, Ohio, United States Sanitar 
Commission, corner Vine and Sixth streets. 

Cleveland, Ohio. Branch United States 
Sanitary Commission. F 

Detroit, Mich. United States Sanitary 
Commission, No. 32 Larned street. 

Dubuque, Ia. United States Sanitary 
Commission. Rev. E. 8. Morris, Agent. 

Harrisburg, Penn. Office in “ Soldiers’ 
Lodge.” W. H. Hadley, Agent. 
‘ Jeffersonville, Ind. Office in “ Soldiers’ 
Home,” New Market street, near railroad depot. 
E. T. Smith, Agent. 

Knoxville, Tenn. United States Sanitary 
Commission. . 

Leavenworth, Kansas. United States 
Sanitary Commission. J. R. Brown, Agent. 

Louisville, Ky. United States Sanitary 
Commission, Fifth street. 

Memphis, Tenn, 
Lodge,” near landing. OC. W. Christy, Agent. 

Milwaukie, Wis. Mrs. Colt. 

Washville; Tenn. United States Sanitary 
Commisson. KE. Root, Agent. 

New Orleans, La. Special Retief Office, 
-United States Sanitary Commission, No. 96 Julia 
street. O. CO. Bullard, Agent. 

Wew York City, N.Y. “Special. Relief 
Office,’ Cooper Union, No. 10 Third Avenue. 
Mrs. W. P. Griffin, Chairman Special Relief 

* Committee. ; 

Paducah, Ky. Office in ‘‘ Soldiers’ Home.”’ 
E. D. Way, Agent. 

Philadelphia, Pa. United States Sanitary 
Commission, 1307 Chestnut street, third story, 
back. Colonel Soest, Agent. 

Portsmouth, Va. Office in ‘Soldiers’ 
Home.” John Alcooke, Agent. 

Vicksburg, Miss, United States Sanitary 
Commission. J. G. Brown. 

Washington, D.C. ‘Special Relief Of- 
fice,’ No. 389 H street, between 13th and 14th 
streets. J. B. Abbott, Chief Assistant. 

Wheeling, Va. United States Sanitary 
Commission. 


Office in ‘‘Soldiers’ 





SUPPLY DEPARTMENT, 

The Sanitary Commission, under special au- 
thority of the President of the United States, 
maintains an extensive system of agencies for 
securing the safe conveyance to, and distribution 
of, goods put in its charge for the sick and 
wounded at points where they are most wanted. 
It operates with equal care and generosity at all 
poiuts—at New: Orleans and at ‘Washington, 





before Charleston and at Chattanooga—its dis- 


tributions being governed by a comparison of the 
wants of the patients inall cases. The following 
is a list of depots, to which auxiliary societies, 
and all disposed to aid the sick and wounded, 
without referen’e to States or localities, but sim- 
ply to their relative necessity for assistance, are 
invited to send their offerings : ‘ 


The Sanitary Commission Bulletin. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST. 
CENTRAL DEPOTS OF COLLECTION. 


U.S. San. Com., No. 18 West st., Boston, Mass. 

U. S. San. Com., Nos. 10 & 1d Cooper Union, 
New York. 7 

U. 8. San. Com., State House, New Haven, Ct. 
U.S. San. Com., 1307 Chestnut st., Philada. 


DEPOTS OF DISTRIBUTION. 


San. Com., 244 F st., Washington, D.C. 
San. Com., Camp Distribution, Va. 
San. Com., 288 W. Balt. st., Balt., Md. 
San. Com., Harper’s Ferry, Va. 
San. Com., Annapolis, Md. 
San. Com., Camp Parole, Md, 
San. Com., Norfolk, Va. 
San. Com., City Point, Va. 
San. Com., Newbern, N. C. 
San. Com., Beaufort, S. C. 
San. Com., New Orleans, La. 
Temporary Depots ‘or distribution are estab- 
lished from time to time as necessities of the 
service require. ; 
DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST. 
CENTRAL DEPOTS OF COLLECTION, 
U. 8. San. Com., corner Vine and Sixth sts., 
Cincinnati, O. | 
U.S. San. Com., No. 95 Bank st., Cleveland, O. 
U.S. San. Com., No. 66 Madison st., Chicago, 
Ill. 
U.S. San. Com., No. 2 Adamg’ Block, Buffalo, - 
Rg . 


Saacasnadaas 


U. S. San. Com., No. 59 Fourth st., Pitts- 
burgh, Penna, i 

U. S. San. Com., No. 32 Larned st., Detroit, 
Mich. 

U. S. San. Com, Columbus, O. 

U. 8. San. Com., Fifth st., Louisville, Ky. 

The Commission receives no pecuniary aid 
whatever from the Government, and is wholly 
depéndent on the voluntary contributions of the 
public for the means of sust.ining its opera- 
tions. Contributions to the Treasury are solic- 
ited, and may be transmitted to Geo. T. Strong, 


. Esq., Treasurer, 68 Wall street, N. Y. 





PROTECTIVE 
War-Olaim Association 


U. S. SANITARY COMMISSION. 


OFFICE 385 CHAMBERS STREET, 
NEW YoOorg. 
PRESIDENT. ; . 
Lizut. Gun. WINFIELD SCOTT, 


OBJECTS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 


lst. Zo secure the soldiers and sailors and their 
families any claims for pensions, pay, or bounty, 
etc., without cost to the claimant. 

2d. To protect solaters or sailors and their fami- 
lies from imposture.and fraud. 

3d. To prevent false claims from being made 
against the Government. 

4th. To give gratuitous advice and information to 
soldiers and sailors or their families needing tt. 
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